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TRIALS  FOR  HIGH  TREASON. 


SPECIAL  COMMISSION. 


SESSION-HOUSE,  CLERKENWELL,  THURSDAY,  OCT.  2,  I794. 

THIS  morning  the  Commission  made  out  for  the  purpofe 
of  bringing  to  Trial  the  feveral   perfons  confined   in  the 
Tower,  under  the  charge  ot  High  Treafon,  was  opened  at  this 
place. 
The  following  Judges  appeared,  as  named  in  the  Commiffion. 

Sir  James  Eyre,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas. 

Sir  Archibald  M'Donald,  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer. 

Sir  Beaumont  Hotham,  one  of  ihe  Barons  of  the  Exche- 
quer. 

Sir  Francis  Buller,  one  of  the  Puifne  Judges  of  the  Com- 
mon Pleas. 

Sir  Nash  Grose,  one  of  the  Puifne  Judges  of  the  King's 
Bench. 

And  Sir  Soulden  Lawrence,  the  Junior  Judge  in  the 
King's  Bench. 

The  Special  Commiffion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  for  enquir- 
ing, hearing,  and  determining  of  all  High  Treafons  and  Mif- 
prilions  of  Treafon,  in  com  puffin;:;  or  imagining  the  death  of 
the  King,  levying  war  againft  his  Majefiy  in  the  realm,  or  in 
adhering  to  the  King's  enemies  within  the  realm  ;  or  giving 
.them  aid  or  comfort  within  the  faid  realm  or  elfewhere,  was 
then  read.  It  is  dated  the  ioth  of  September,  1794..  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  lilt  of  the  Commissioners  therein  named. 


The  Marquis  of  Titch- 

field. 
Sir  James  Eyre,  Kt.  C.  J. 

C.  P. 
Sir  B.  Hotham,  Kt.  B.  E. 
Sir    Nash  Grose,  Kt.    J. 
■■  K.  B. 

Sir  Chs.  Morgan,  Bart. 
John  Sylvester,  Esq^ 
Wm.  Maim  waring,  Esq^ 
Paul  Joddrell,  Esq^ 
John  Lewis,  Escu 
John  Pownall,  Esq^ 
Rt.  Hon.  H.  Hobaut. 


Sir   A.    Macdonald,   Kt. 

C.  B.  E. 
Sir    Francis  Buller,  Kt. 

J   C.  P. 
Sir  S.  Lawrence,  Kt.  J. 

K.  B. 
Sir  J.   W.   Rose,   Kt.  Re- 
corder. 
Cranlf.y     Tho.      Kirby, 

Serjeant. 
Edward  Montagu,  Esq^ 
Samuel  Wegg,  Esq^, 
Anthony  Dickens,  Esq^ 
Henry  Da r low,  Eso^. 


N.  B.  Three  Commifjioners  [ofwbicbajudge  to  be  one)  male  a  quorum 
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List  of  the  Counsel  for  the  Crown. 

Sir  John  Scott,  Attorney  General. 

Sir  John  Mitford,  Solicitor  General. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair,  King's  Serjeant. 

MeiTrs.  Bower,   Bearcroft,  Law,  and  Garrow,  King's 

Counfel. 
Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Baldwin,  &c.  Szc. 

Mr.  Dun  das,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  was  alfo  in  Court. 
Mr.  White,  Solicitor  for  the  Crown. 

After  the  Commiflion   had  been  read,  the  Grand  Jury  were 
called,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  fworn. 

LIST  OF  THE  GRAND  JURY. 


Benjamin  Winthrop, 

Foreman, 
John  Sc-hneider, 
Edward  Ironside, 
Eenjamin  Kenton, 
Rawson  H.  Boddam, 
John  Aris, 
William  P.  AlletT, 
John   Perry, 
Henry  P.  Khuff, 
Thomas  Winslowe, 


Thomas  Cole, 
Samuel  Hawkins, 
George  Ward, 
Thomas  Boddam, 
Joseph  Lancaster, 
Robert  Wilkinson, 
George  Galway  Mills, 
Henry  Wright, 
John  Hatchett, 
Rowland  Stephenson,  and 
John  Campbell,  Efqrs.  * 


*  Next  day,  the  following  fingular  note  appeared  in  mod  of 
the  public  prints : 

"  Two  hundred  gentlemen,  freeholders  of  the  county,  were 
fummoned  to  attend,  in  order  from  them  to  feledf.  the  Grand 
Jury;  but  for  what  reafon,  and  by  whofe  directions,  we  cannot 
tell,  on  Wednefday  evening  the  following  letter  was  received  by 
a  number  of  the  gentlemen,  in  order  to  prevent  their  attendance 
in  Court. 
'Sir, 

*  We  are  this  moment  informed,  that  you  need  not  have  the 
trouble  of  attending  at  the  SeJlion -houfe,  on  Clerkenwell-green, 
to-morrow,  nor  at  the  Old  Bailey,  on  Saturday  next,  purfuant  to, 
your  fummons ;  but  you  udl  have  a  freih  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  when  and  where  you  are  to  attend  in  purfuance  of  fuch 
lummons 

Dated  the  iji  of  OSIcber,   1794. 

John.Eamer,     U^ 


Rob.  Burnett 


,} 
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'The  Charge  delivered  by  the  Right  Honourable  Sir 
James  Eyre,  Lord  Chief  Jujlice  of  his  Majejifs 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  one  of  the  Commifioners 
named  in  a  Special  Commijfion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer, 
ijjued  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  to 
enquire  of  certain  High  Treafons,  and  Mifprifion* 
of  Treafon,  within  the  County  of  Middlefex,  to  the 
Grand  Jury,  at  the  Sejfion-Houfe  on  Clerkenwell- 
Green,  on  Thurfday  thefecond  Day  of  October,  1 794- 

(Printed  at  the  Requefi  of  the  Grand  Jury. J 


Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Inquest, 

YOU  are  affembled  under  the  authority  of  the  King's  Com- 
miffion,  which  has  Ken  iilued  for  the  hearing  and  deter- 
mining of  the  offences  of  High  Treafon,  and  Mifprifions  of 
Treafon,  againft  the  perfon  and  authority  or  the  King. 

That  which  hath  given  occafion  for  this  Commiiiion  is  that 
which  is  declared  by  a  late  ftatute,  namely,  "  That  a  traiterous 
M  and  deteftable  confpiracy  has  been  formed  for  fubverting  the 
"  exifting  laws  and  cnnftitution,  and  for  introducing  the  fyftem  of 
u  anarchy  and  confufion  w  hich  has  fo  lately  prevailod  in  France  j" 
a  crime  of  that  deep  malignity  which  loudly  calls  upon  the  juftice 
of  the  nation  to  interpofe,  "  for  the  better  pref  nation  of  bis 
*'  Majeffy's  facred  perfon,  and  for  fecuring  the  peace,  and  the 
laws  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom." 

The  ftrft  and  effective  ftep  in  this,  as  in  the  ordinary  criminal 
proceedings,  is,  that  a  Grand  Jury  of  the  country  fhould  make 
public  inquifition  for  the  King,  Ihould  diligently  enquire,  dif- 
cover,  and  bring  forward  to  the  view  of  the  criminal  maginVate 
thofe  offences  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  Special  Commiiiion  to 
hear  and  to  determine. 

You  are  Jurors  for  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  ;  you  are  fo 
ftiled  in  every  indictment  which  is  prefenn-d  ;  but  let  the  true 
nature  of  this  fervice  be  underffood.  The  King  commands  yon 
to  enter  upon  this  enquiry  ;  but  the  royal  au  hority  in  this,  as  in 
all  it's  other  functions,  is  exerted,  and  operates  ultimately  for 
the  benefit  of  his  people.  It  is  the  King's  objtcl,  his  duty,  to 
vindicate  his  peace,  his  crown  and  dignity,  beraufe  his  peace,  his 
crown  anddignity,  are  the  fuhjecls''  protection,  fheirfecurity,  and  their 
happinejs. 

B  2  It 
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It  is  ultimately  for  them  that  the  laws  have  thrown  extraor- 
dinary 'ences  around  the  perfon  and  authority  of  the  King,  and 
that  all  attempts  againft  the  one  or  the  other  are  confidered  as  the 
higheft  crimes  which  can  be  committed,  and  are  punifhcd  with  a 
fqverity  which  nothing  hut  the  Jalus populi  can  juftify. 

The  bufinefs  of  this  day  calls  upon  me  (in  order  that  you  may 
the  better  underfland  the  fubjecl  which  is  to  come  before  you ;  to 
open  to  you  the  nature  of  that  offence,  which  I  have  before  fpoken 
of  in  general. 

An  ancient  flatute,  25  Edward  III.  has  declared  and  defined 
it.  I  (hall  (fate  to  you  (u  much  of  that  declaration  and  defini- 
tion as  appears  to  rue  to  have  any  probable  relation  to  the  bufinefs 
of  this  day. 

By  that  ftatute  it  is  declared  to  be  High  Treafon  "  tocompafs 
"  or  imagine  the  death  of  the  King,"  provided  fuch  compiling 
and  imagination  be  manifefted  by  feme  act  or  acls  pioved  (by 
two  witneffes)  to  have  been  done  by  the  party  accufed  in  profe- 
cution  oi  that  compaffing  and  imagination  ;  that  is,  from  the 
moment  thai  this  wicked  imagination; of  the  heart  is  adled  upon, 
that  any  ileps  are  taken  in  any  manner  conducing  to  the  bringing 
ab.'Ut  and  effecting  the  delign,  the  intention  becomes  the  crime, 
and  the  meafureof  it  is  full. 

Thefeacls  or  fteps  are  technically  denominated  overt  a£is  ;  and 
the  forms  of  proceeding  in  cafes  of  this  nature  require  that  tliefe 
overt  acls  fliould  be  particularly  fet  forth  in  every  indictment  of 
treafon  \  and  from  the  nature  of  them,  they  mult  conftitute  the 
principal  head  of  enquiry  for  the  Grand  Jury. 

Thefe  overt  acts  involve  in  them  two  chftincl  cqnfiderations  : 
ift,  The  matter  of  fact  of  which  1 1 , ey  confifl  ;  in  the  next  place, 
the  relation  of  that  facl  to  the  defign. 

With  refpeel  to  the  mere  matter  of  facl,  it  will  be  for  the 
Gr.md  Jury  to  enquire  into  the  true  ftate  of  it,  and  I  can  have 
very  little  to  offer  to  your  confederation  refpeciting  it ;  and  with 
refpeel  to  the  queftion,  whether  the  f  icl  has  relation  to  the  defign 
fo  as  to  confiitute  an  overt  act  of  this  Ipecies  of  treafon,  which 
involves  confiderarions  both  of  facl  and  of  law,  it  is  impoffibie 
that  any  certain  rule  ihould  be  laid  down  for  your  government : 
overt  acts  being  in  their  nature  all  the  poilible  means  which  may 
be  ufed  in  the  profecution  of  the  end  propofed,  they  can  be  no 
otherwife  defined,  and  muff  remain  for  ever  infinitely  various. 

Thus  far  I  can  inform  you,  that  occafions  have  unhappily  hut 
too  frequently  brought  overt  acl.s  of  this  fpecies  of  treafon  under 
confideration  ;  in  confequence  of  which  we  art;  turnifhed  wiih 
judicial  opinions  upon  many  of  them  ;  and  we  nrc  alio  furnifhtd 
.  with  opinions  (drawn  from  tliefe  fources)  of  text  writers,  fome  of 
the  wiiett  and  molt  enlightened  men  of  their  time,  vvhofe  inte- 
grity 
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grity  has  been  always  confidered  as  the  mod  prominent  feature 
of  their  characler,  and  whofe  doctrines  do  now  form  great  land- 
marks, by  which  poflerity  will  be  enabled  to  trace,  with  a  gre-.t 
degree  of  certainty,  the  boundary  lines  between  High  Trudbn  and 
offences  of  a  lower  order  and  degree. 

It  is  a  Fortunate  circumttance  that  we  are  thus  adiftf-d  ;  for  it 
is  not  to  be  dilfembled,  that  though  the  crime  of  High  Treafon 
is  "  the  greatefl  crime  againft  faith,  duty,  and  human  Society," 
and  though  "the  public  is  deeply  intercfled  in  every  profecution 
"  of  this  kind  well  founded,"  there  hath  been,  in  the  belt  times, 
a  confiderable  degree  of.  jealoufy  on  the  fubje£t  of  proferutions 
ior  High  Treafon  ;  they  are  ftate  profecutions,  and  the  confe- 
buences  to  the  party  accufed  are  penal  in  »he  extreme. 

Jurors  and  judges  ought  to  feel  an  extraordinary  anxiety  that 
profecutions  of  this  nature  fhould  proceed  upon  (olid  grounds.  I 
can  ealily  conceive  therefore,  that  it  mult  be  a  great  relief  to 
Jurors  placed  in  the  refponfible  fituation  in  which  you  now 
ftand,  bound  to  do  juftice  to  their  country  and  to  the  parties  ac- 
cufed and  anxious  to  difcharge  this  trull  faithfully  ;  lure  I  am 
that  it  is  confolation  and  comfort  to  us,  who  have  upon  us  the 
refponfibility  of  declaring  what  the  law  is  in  cafes  in  which  the 
public  and  the  individual  are  fo  deeply  interelted  ;  to  have  fuch 
men  as  the  great  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  and  an  eminent  Judge  of 
our  own  times,  who,  with  the  experience  of  a  century,  concurs 
with  him  in  opinion,  Sir  Michael  Foiter,  for  our  guides. 

To  proceed  by  fteps — From  thefe  writers  upon  the  law  of 
Treafon  (who  fpeak,  as  I  have  before  obferved,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  adjudged  cafes)  we  learn,  that  not  only  a£ls  of  immediate 
and  direJf  attempt  againft  the  King's  life  are  overt  ails  of  com- 
pafling  his  death,  but  that  all  the  remoter Jteps  caken  with  a  view 
to  affilt  to  bring  about  tne  adtual  attempt,  uie  equally  overt  acts 
of  this  fpecies  of  treafon  ;  even  the  meeting  and  the  confulting 
what  Heps  fhould  be  taken  in  order  to  bring  about  the  end  pro- 
pofed,  has  been  always  deemed  to  bean  acl  done  in  profecution 
of  thedefign,  and  as  fuch  an  overta£t  of  this  treafon. — This  is  our 
fir  ft  ftep  in  the  prefent  enquiry.  I  proceed  to  obferve,  that  the 
•overt  a£ts  I  have  been  now  fpeaking  of  have  reie;ence,  nearer 
or  more  remote,  to  a  direel  and  immediate  attempt  upon  the  hie 
of  the  King;  but  that  the  fame  authority  informs  us,  that  they 
who  aim  directly  at  the  life  of  the  King  (fuch,  for  inftance,  as 
the  perfons  who  were  concerned  in  the  aHailination  plot  in  the 
reign  of  King  WiiliamJ  are  not  the  only  perfons  who  can  be  faid 
to  compafs  or  imagine  the  death  of  the  King.  "  The  entering 
"  into  meafurcs  which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  or  in  the  coin- 
"  mon  experience  of  mankind,  doobvioufly  tend  to  bring  the  life 
"  of  the  King  into  danger,  is  alfo  compaifing  and  imagining 
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"  the  death  of  the  King;"  and  the  measures  which  are  taken  will 
be  at  once  evidence  of  the  compaffing,  and  overt  a£ts  of  it. 

The  inftances  which  are  put  by  Sir  Matthew  Hale  and  Sir 
Michael  Fofter,  (and  upon  which  there  have  been  adjudged  cafes) 
are  of  confpiracies  to  depofe  the  King,  to  imprifon  him,  to  get  his 
perjon  into  the  power  of the  confpirators,  to  procure  an  invafion  of  the 
kingdom.  The  firft  of  thefe,  apparently  the  ftrongeft  cafe,  and 
coming  the  neareft  to  the  diredt  attempt  againfr  the  life  of  the 
King;  the  laft,  the  fartheft  removed  from  that  direct  attempt,  but 
being  a  meafure  tending  to  deftroy  the  public  peace  of  the  coun- 
try, to  introduce  hoftilities,  and  the  neceffity  of  refifting  force  by 
force,  and  where  it  is  obvious  that  the  conflict  has  an  ultimate  ten- 
dency to  bring  the  perfon  and  life  of  the  King  into  jeopardy  ;  it  is 
taken  to  be  a  found  con(fruc"tion  of  the  ftatute  25  Edward  III. 
and  the  clear  law  of  the  land,  that  this  alfo  is  compaffing  and 
imagining  the  death  of  the  King. 

If  a  confpiracy  to  depofe  or  to  imprifon  the  King,  to  get  his 
perfon  into  the  power  of  the  confpirators,  or  to  procure  an  inva-» 
fion  of  the  kingdom,  involves  in  it  the  compaffing  and  imagining 
of  his  death,  and  if  fteps  taken  in  profecution  of  fuch  a  confpi- 
racy are  rightly  deemed  overt  a£ts  of  the  treafon  of  imagining  and 
compaffing  ths  King's  death  ;  need  I  add,  that  if  it  ihould  appear 
that  it  has  entered  into  the  heart  of  any  man,  who  is  a  fubjecl  of  this 
country,  to  dejign  to  overthrow  the  whole  government  of  the  country,  to 
pull  down  and  to  fubvert  from  it's  very  foundations  the  Brit ifb  monar- 
chy., that  glorious  fabric  which  it  has  been  the  work  of  ages  to  erccl, 
maintain^  and  fupporty  which  has  been  cemented  with  the  bcjl  blood  of 
our  ancefiors  ;  to  dejign  fuch  a  horrible  ruin  and devafiatijn,  which 
no  King  could furvive,  a  crime  of  Juch  a  magnitude  that  no  lawgiver 
in  this  country  hath  ever  ventured  to  contemplate  in  it's  whole  extent ; 
need  I  add,  I  fay,  that  the  complicated  and  the  enormous  extent 
of  fuch  a  deiian  will  not  pnunt  it's  being  diftinclly  feen,  that 
"  the  compaffing  and  imagii.ing  the  death  of  the  King,  is  invol- 
*«  ved  in  it,   is  in  truth  of  it's  very  effence." 

This  is  too  plain  a  cafe  to  require  further  illuftration  from  me. 
If  any  man  of  plain  fenfe,  but  not  converlant  with  fubjccls  or 
this  nature,  ihould  feel  himfelf  difpo  fed  to  a(k  whether  a  con- 
fpiracy of  rhis  nature  is  to  be  reached  by  this  medium  only; 
whether  it  is  a  ffecifc  treafon  to  compafs  and  imagine  the  de3th 
of  the  King,  and  not  a  fpecifc  treafon  to  confp  re  to  fubvert  the 
monarchy  itfelf;  I  anfwer,  that  the  ftatute  of  Edward  HI.  by 
which  we  are  governed,  hath  not  declared  this  (which  in  a!!  juft 
theory  of  treafwn  is  the  greateft  of  all  trtafons)  to  he  High 
Treafon. 

I  faid  no  lawgiver  had  ever  ventured  to  contemplate  it  in  it's 
whole  extent.     The  Seditio  Regni,   fpuken  of  by  fome  of  our 
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ancient  writers,  comes  the  nearer!  to  it,  but  falls  Far  fhort  of  if. 
Perhaps  if  it  were  now  a  queftion  whether  fuch  a  confpiracy 
should  be  made  a  fpecific  treafon,  it  might  be  argued  to  be  un- 
neceirary  ;  that  in  fecuring  the  perfon  and  authority  of  the  King 
from  all  danger,  the  monarchy,  the  religion  and  laws  of  our 
country  are  incidentally  fecured  ;  that  the  constitution  of  our 
government  is  fo  framed,  that  the  imperial  crown  of  the  realm 
is  the  common  center  of  the  whole;  that  all  traiterous  attempts 
upon  any  part  of  it  areinftantly  communicated  to  that  center,  and 
felt  there  ;  and  that,  as  upon  every  principle  of  public  policy  and 
juftice,  they  are  punifhable  as  traiterous  attempts  again  11  the 
King's  perfon  or  authority,  and  will,  according  to  the  particular 
nature  of  the  traiterous  attempt,  fall  within  one  or  other  of  the 
fpecific  treafons  againft  the  King,  declared  by  the  ftatute  of  25 
Edward  III,  this  greateft  of  all  treafons  is  fufficiently  provided 
again (t  by  the  law. 

Gentlemen,  I  prefume  I  hardly  need  give  you  this  caution, 
that  though  it  has  been  exprefsly  declared,  by  the  hightft  autho- 
rity, that  there  do  exift  in  this  country  men  capable  of  meditating 
thedellru&ion  of  the  conftitution  under  which  we  live;  that  de- 
claration, being  extrajudicial,  is  not  a  ground  upon  which  you 
ought  to  proceed. 

In  confequence  of  that  declaration  it  became  a  public  and  in- 
difpenfible  duty  of  His  Majefty  to  inftitute  this  folemn  pro- 
ceeding, and  to  impofe  upon  you  the  painful  talk  of  examining 
the  accufations,  which  fhall  be  brought  before  you  ;  but  it  will  be 
your  duty  to  examine  them  in  a  regular  judicial  courfe,  that  is, 
by  hearing  the  evidence,  and  forming  your  own  judgment  upon 
it. 

And  here,  as  I  do  not  think  it  neceffary  to  trouble  you  with  ob- 
servations upon  the  other  branches  of  the  ftatute  25  Edward  HI. 
the  charge  to  the  Grand  Inqueit  might  conclude,  had  not  the  par- 
ticular nature  of  the  confpiracy,  alltdgcd  to  have  been  formed 
againft  the  ttate,  been  difcloled,  and  made  matter  of  public  no- 
toriety by  the  Reports  of  the  two  Hon  fee  of  Parliament  now  in 
every  one's  hands:  but  that  being  the  cafe,  I  am  apprehenfive 
that  I  ihall  not  be  thought  to  have  fulfilled  the  duty,  which  the 
Ji  dge  owes  to  the  Grand  Jury,  when  questions  in  the  criminal 
law  arife  on  new  and  extraoidmary  cafes  of  faclr;  if  I  did  not 
plainly  atid  chftinclly  ftate  what  1  conceive  the  law  to  be,  or 
what  doubts  I  conceive  may  arife  in  law,  upon  the  faevts  which 
are  likely  to  be  laid  before  you,  according  to  the  different  points 
of  view  in  which  thoie  facts  may  appear  to  you. 

It  is  matter  of  public  notoriety  that  there  have  been  AiTocia- 
tions  formed  in  thi^  country,  and  in  other  pans  of  the  kingdom, 
the  profelfed  pnrpofe  ot  which  has  been  a  change  in  the  Confii- 

tutiun 


[     16    ] 

tution  of  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament,  and  the  obtaining 
of  Annual  Parliaments  ;  and  that  to  fome  of  thefe  Affociations 
other  purpofe.?,  hidden  under  this  veil,  purpofes  the  mod  traiter- 
ous,  have  been  imputed  ;  and  that  fome  of  thefe  Affociations  have 
been  fuppofed  to  have  actually  adopted  meafures  of  fuch  a  nature, 
and  to  have  gone  into  fuch  excefies,  as  will  amount  to  the  crime 
of  High  Treafon. 

Ii  there  be  ground  to  confider  the  profeffed  purpofe  of  any  of 
thefe  AlTbciations,  "  a  Reform  in  Parliament,"  as  mere  colour, 
and  as  a  pretext  held  out  in  order  to  cover  deeper  defigns — de- 
figns againft  the  whole  Conllittition  and  Government  of  the 
count ty  ;  the  cafe  of  thofe  embarked  in  fuch  defigns  is  that, 
which  I  have  already  coniidered.  Whether  this  be  fo,  or  not, 
is  mere  matter  of  fact ;  as  to  which  I  mall  only  remind  vftni,  that 
an  enquiry  into  a  charge  of  this  nature,  which  undertakes  to 
make  out  that  the  oflenfible  purpofe  is  a  mere  veil,  under  which 
is  concealed  a  traiterous  eonfpiracy,  requires  cool  and  deliberate 
examination,  and  the  molt  attentive  confideration;  and  that  the 
refult  (hould  be  perfectly  clear  and  fatisfaclory.  In  the  affairs  of 
common  life,  no  man  is  joftifted  in  imputing  to  another  a  mean- 
ing contrary  to  what  he  himfxlf  expreffes,  but  upon  the  fulleft 
evidence.  On  the  other  hand,  where  the  charge  can  be  made 
out,  it  is  adding  to  the  crime  meditated  the  deepett  diliimulation 
and  treachery,  with  refptdt  to  thofe  individuals,  who  may  be 
drawn  in  to  embark  in  the  oftenfibie  purpofe;  as  well  as  to  the 
public,  againft  which  this  dark  my  fiery  of  wickednefs  is  fabri- 
cated. 

'  But  if  we  fuppofe  thefe  Affociations  to  adhere  to  the  profeffed 
purpofe,  and  to  have  no  other  primary  object;  it  may  be  afked, 
Is  it  pollibie,  and  (if  it  be  poflible)  by  what  proceis  is  it,  "  that 
an  Affectation  for  the  Reform  of  Parliament  can  work  itfelfup  to  the 
crime  of  High  Treajcn  f"  All  men  may,  nay,  all  men  mud,  if  they 
poffefs  the  faculty  of  thinking,  reafon  upon  every  thing  which 
fufficiently  interefts  them  to  become  objects  of  their  attention  \ 
and  among  the  objects  of  theattention  of  free  men,  the  principles 
of  Government,  the  conftitution  of  particular  Governments, 
and,  above  ail,  the  Conftitution  of  the  Government  under 
which  they  live,  will  naturally  engage  attention,  and  provoke 
fpeculation.  The  power  of  communication  of  thoughts  and  opi- 
nions is  the  gift  of  God,  and  the  freedom  of  it  is  the  fource  of  all 
fcience,  the  firft  fruits  and  the  ultimate  happinefs  of  fociety ;  and 
therefore  it  feems  to  follow,  that  human  laws  ought  not  to  inter- 
pofe,  nay,  cannot  interpofe,  to  prevent  the  communication  of 
Fentiments  and  opinions  in  voluntary  affemblies  of  men;  all 
which  is  true,  with  this  fmgle  reservation,  that  thofe  Afjhnbties 
are  to  be  fo  compofed,  andfo  conducted,  as  not  to  endanger  the  public 
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peace  and  good  order  sf the  Government  under  which  they  live;  and  I 
(hall  not  ftate  to  yon  that  affociations  and  affemblies  of  men,  for 
the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Reform  in  the  interior  Conllitution  of 
the  Britifh  Parliament,  are  (imply  unlawful;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  mull  ftate  to  you,  that  they  may  but  too  ealily  degene- 
rate, and  become  unlawful  in  the  higheft  degree,  even  to  the 
enormous  extent  of  the  crime  of  High  Treafon. 

The  procefs  is  very  fimple :  Let  us  imagine  to  ourfelves  this 
cafe  :  A  few  well-meaning  men  conceive  that  they  and  their  fel- 
low fubjects  labour  under  ibme  grievance  ;  they  affemble  peace- 
ably to  deliberate  on  the  means  of  obtaining  redrefs  ;  the  num- 
bers increafe  ;  the  difcuffion  grows  animated,  eager,  and  violent; 
a  rafh  meafure  is  pro  poled,  adopted,  and  acted  upon  ;  who  can 
fay  where  this  mail  flop,  and  that  thefe  men,  who  originally  af- 
fembled  peaceably,  fhall  not  finally,  and  fuddenly  too,  involve 
themfelves  in  the  crime  of  High  Treafon  ?  It  is  apparent  how 
eafily  an  impetuous  man  may  precipitate  fuch  Affemblies  into 
crimes  of  unforefeen  magnitude,  and  danger  to  the  Hate  :  but,  let 
it  be  coufidered,  that  bad  men  may  alfo  hnd  their  way  into  fuch. 
Affemblies,  and  ufe  the  innocent  purpofes  of  their  affociation  as 
the  {talking  horfe  to  their  purpofes  of  a  veiy  different  complexion. 
How  eafy  for  fuch  men  to  pradtife  upon  the  credulity  and  the 
enthufiafm  of  honeft  men,  lovers  of  their  country,  loyal  to  their 
prince,  but  eagerly  bent  upon  fome  Speculative  improvements  to 
the  frame,  and  internal  mechanifrn  of  the  Government?  If  we 
fuppofe  bad  men  to  have  once  gained  an  afcendancy  in  an  Affem- 
bly  of  this  defcription,  popular  in  it's  confiitution,  and  having 
popular  objects ;  how  eafy  is  it  for  fuch  men  to  plunge  fuch  an 
affernbly  into  the  mod  criminal  exceffes  ?  Thus  far  I  am  fpeak- 
ing  in  general,  merely  to  iliuftrate  the  proportion,  that  men  who 
allem.ble  in  order  to  procure  a  Reform  of  Parliament  may  involve 
themfelves  in  the  guilt  of  High  Treafon. 

The  notoriety  to  which  I  have  alluded  leads  me  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  "  project  of  a  Convention"  of  the  people,  to  be  affem- 
bled  under  the  advice  and  direction  of  fome  of  thefe  focieties,  or 
of  delegations  from  them,  will  be  the  leading  fact,  which  will 
be  laid  before  you  in  evidence,  reflecting  the  conduct  and  mea- 
fures  of  thefe  Affociations ;  a  project,  which  perhaps,  in  better 
times,  would  have  been  hardly  thought  worthy  of  grave  confide- 
fation  ;  but,  in  thefe  our  days,  having  been  attempted  to  be  put 
in  execution  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  united  kingdoms,  and  wijh 
the  example  of  a  neighbouring  country  before  our  eye-',  is  c!e- 
fervedly  become  an  object  0/  ihe  jealousy  of  our  laws  :  Ir  will  be 
your  duty  to  examine  tfre  evidence  on  this,  head  very  carefully,  and 
to  fifr  it  to  the  bottom  ;  to  confiJer  every  part  of  it  in  itfelf,  and 
3s  it  flands  connected  with  other  parts  of  it,  arJ  to  draw  the 
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cohclufion  of  fa6t,  as  to  the  exigence,  the  nature,  and  the  objecT: 
of  this  project  oi  a  Convention,  from  the  whole. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  evidence  you  will  probahly  hear  of  "  bodies 
*•  of  mFn  having  been  collected  togethei,  of  violent  refolutions 
•'  voted  at  thefe  and  at  oiher  meetings,  of  fome  preparation  of 
"  offenfive  weapons,  and  of  the  adoption  of  the  language,  and 
"  manner  of  proceeding  c>f  thbfb  Conventions  in  France,  which 
il  have  polfeffed  themfelves  of  the  Government  of  that  country  :" 
I  dwell  not  on  thefe  particulars,  becaufe  I  confider  them,  not  as 
fubftantive  treafons,  but  as  circumftances  of  evidence,  tending 
to  afcertain  the  true  nature  of  the  objecf,  which  thefe  perfons  had 
in  view,  and  alio  the  true  nature  of  this  project  of  a  Convention, 
and  to  be  confidered  by  you  in  the  mafs  of  that  evidence  ;  which 
evidence  it  does  not  fall  withm  the  province  of  the  charge  to  con- 
fider in  detail  ;  my  prefent  duty  is,  to  inform  you  what  the  law  is 
upon  the  matter  of  facl,  which  in  your  judgment  fhall  be  the  re- 
fult  of  the  evidence. 

I  prefume  that  I  have  fufficiently  explained  to  you,  that  a  pro- 
jeci to  bring  the  people  together  in  convention  in  imitation  of  thoje 
National  Conventions  which  VJe  have  heard  of  in  France  in  order  to 
vfiirp  the  government  of  the  country ,  and  any  one Jlep  taken  towards 
bringing  it  about,  fuch  as  for  inlfance,  "  Confutations,  forming 
*'  of  committees  to  confider  of  the  means,  acting  in  thofe  com- 
«'  mittees,"  would  be  a  cafe  of  no  difficulty  that  it  would  be  the 
clearejl  High  Trcafon  ;  it  would  be  compaffing  and  imagining  the 
King's  death,  and  not  only  his  death,  but  the  death  and  deduc- 
tion of  all  order,  religion,  laws,  all  property,  all  fecurity  for  the 
lives  and  liberties  of  the  King's  fubje£b. 

That  which  remains  to  be  confidered  is,  "  the  project  of  a 
"  convention,  having  for  it's  fole  object  the  effecting  a  change 
"  in  the  mode  of  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament,  and 
*4  the  obtaining  that  Parliaments  fhould  be  held  annually  j"  and 
here  there  is  room  to  diflinguifh.  Such  a  projeci  of  a  Con- 
vention, taking  it  to  be  criminal,  may  be  criminal  in  different 
degrees,  according  to  the  cafe  in  evidence,  from  whence  you  are 
to  collect  the  tine  nature  and  extent  of  the  plan,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  intended  to  operate  ;  and  it  will  become  a  qiiemon 
of  great  importance,  under  what  clafs  of  crimes  it  ought  to  be 
ranged. 

In  determining  upon  the  complexion  and  quality  of  this  projeci: 
of  a  Convention  ;  you  will  lay  down  to  yourfelves  one  principle 
■which  is  never  to  be  departed  from  ;  That  alterations  in  the  re- 
prefentation of  the  people  in  Parliament,  or  in  the  latv  for  holding 
parliaments,  can  only  be  effecled  by  the  authority  of  the  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  in  Parliament  afj'emblcd.  This  being  taken  as  a 
foundation  \  it  feems  to  follow  as  a  neceflkry  confequence,  that 
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Cf  a  project  of  a  Convention,  which  fhould  have  for  it's  object 
"  the  obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reform  without  the  authority 
,c  of  Parliament,  and  dtps  taken  upon  it,  would  be  High  Treafon 
**  in  all  the  actors  in  it;"  for  this  is  a  confpiracy  to  overturn 
the  Government.  The  Government  cannot  be  faid  to  exid,  if 
the  functions  of  Legi  flat  ion  are  ufurped  for  a  moment ;  and  it 
then  becomes  of  little  confequence  indeed,  that  the  original  con- 
fpirators,  perhaps,  had  only  meditated  a  plan  of  moderate  reform: 
it  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  the  power  fhould  go  out  of 
their  hands,  and  be  beyond  the  reach  of  their  controul.  A  con- 
fpiracy of  this  nature  is  therefore,  at  bed,  a  confpiracy  to  over- 
turn the  Government,  in  order  to  new  model  it,  which  is,  in 
effect,  to  introduce  anarchy,  and  that  which  anarchy  may  chance 
to  fettle  down  into ;  after  the  King  may  have  been  brought  to 
the  fcaffold,  and  after  the  country  may  have  differed  all  the  mi- 
feries  which  difcord,  and  civil  war,  {hall  have  produced. 

Whether  "  the  project  of  a  Convention,  having  for  it's  object 
"  the  collecting  together  a  power,  which  fhould  overawe  the 
"  Legillative  Body,  and  extort  a  Parliamentary  Reform  from 
"  it,"  if  acted  upon,  will  alfo  amount  to  High  Treafon,  and  to 
the  fpecific  treafon  of  cpmpaffing  and  imagining  the  King's 
death,  is  a  more  doubtful  q\"..fhon.  Thus  far  is  clear;  a  forca 
upon  the  Parliament  mud  be  immediately  directed  againd  the 
King,  who  is  an  integral  pari  of  it ;  it  mud  reach  the  King,  or 
it  can  have  no  effect  at  all.  Laws  are  cna£ted  in  Parliament  by 
the  King's  Majedy,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Lords  and. 
Commons,  in  Parliament  affembled.  A  force  meditated  againft 
the  Parliament,  is  therefore  a  force  meditated  againft  the  King, 
and  feems  to  fall  within  th?  cafe  of  a  force  meditated  againft  the 
King,  to  compel  him  to  alter  the  meafures  of  his  Government  : 
but,  in  :hat  cafe,  it  dots  not.  appear  to  me  that  I  am  warranted 
by  the  authorities  to  Hate  to  you,  as  clear  law,  that  the  mere 
confpiracy  to  raife  fuch  a  force,  and  the  entering  into  confutations 
refpecting  it,  will  alone,  and  without  actually  railing  the  force, 
Y:onftitute  the  c/ime  of  High  Treafon.  What  the  law  is  in  that 
cafe,  and  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  circumftance  of  the 
force  being  meditated  againd  the  King  in  Parliament,  againd: 
the  King  in  the  exercife  of  the  royal  function  in  a  point,  which  ■ 
is  of  the  very  effence  of  his  monarchy,  will  be  fit  to  be  folemniy 
confidcred,  and  determined,  when  the  cafe  lhall  arife. 

It  may  be  dated  to  you  as  clear,  That  "  the  project:  of  a 
"  Convention,  having  for  it's  fole  object  a  dutiful  and  peaceable 
*'•  application  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  on  the  fubject  of  a 
"  wiihed-for  Reform,  which  application  fhould  be  entitled  to 
"  weight  and  credit  from  the  universality  of  it,  but  fhould  dill 
"  leave  to  the  Parliament  the  freed  exercile  of  it's  difcretjoh  to 
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"  grant  or  to  refufe  the  prayer  of  the  petition,"  (great  as  the 
refponlibility  will  be  on  the  perfons  concerned  in  it,  in  refpect 
of  the  many  probable,  and  all  the  poflible,  bad  confequences  of 
collecting  a  great  number  of  people  together  ;  with  no  fpecific 
legal  powers  to  he  exeroifed,  and  under  no  government  but  that 
of  their  own  difcretiort,")  "  cannot  in  itfelf  merit  to  be  ranked. 
•'  among  that  clafs  of  offences"  which  you  are  now  affembled 
to  hear  and  determine. 

Upon  this  lad  itatement  of  the  fact  of  the  cafe,  I  am  not 
called  upon,  and  therefore  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  fay 
more. 

Gentlemen,  You  will  now  proceed  upon  the  feveral  articles 
of  enquiry  which  have  been  given  you  in  charge  :  If  you  find 
that  the  parties,  who  fhall  beaccufed  before  you,  have  been  pur- 
iuing  lawful  ends  by  lawful  means,  or  have  been  only  indifcreet, 
or,  at  the  word,  if  criminal,  that  they  have  not  been  criminal 
to  the  extent  of  thofe  treafons  to  which  our  enquiries  are  con- 
fined, then  fav,  that  the  bills  which  fhall  be  prefented  to  you 
are  not  true  Bills :  But,  if  any  of  the  ace u fed  perfons  fhall  appear 
to  you  to  have  been  engaged  in  that  tiaiterous  and  deteilable  con- 
fpiracy  defcribed  in  the  preamble  of  the  late  ftatute  ;  or,  if  with- 
out any  formed  defign  to  go  the  whole  length  of  that  con  (piracy, 
they  have  yet  acted  upon  the  defperate  imagination  of  bringing 
about  alterations  in  the  Cdnftitutton  of  the  Commons  Houfc  of 
Parliament,  or  in  the  manner  of  holding  Parliaments  without 
the  authority  of  Parliament,  and,  in  defiance  of  it,  by  an  ufurped 
power,  which  fhouid,  in  that  infhnce,  fufpend  the  lawful  au- 
thority of  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament  al- 
fembled,  and  take  upon  itfelf  the  function  of  Legiflation  ;  (which 
imagination  amounts  to  a  con  (piracy  to  fubvert  the  exifting  laws 
and  Conftitution,  differing  from  the  former  only  in  th.e  extent  of 
it's  object. )  you  will  then  do  that  which  belongs  to  your  office  to  do. 

In  the  third  view  of  the  cafe  of  the  accufed  perfons;  that  is, 
if  you  find  them  involved  in,  and  proceeding  upon,  a  defign  to 
collect  the  people  together  againft  the  legiilative  authority  of  the 
country,  for  the  purpofe,  not  of  ufurping  the  functions  of  the' 
Leg; llatu re,  but  of  overawing  the  Parliament,  and  fo  compelling 
the  King,  Lords,  and  Common?,  in  Parliament  aifembled,  to 
enact  a  law  for  new  modelling  th.e  Commons  Houfe  of  Par- 
liament, or  for  holding  annual  Parliaments;  and  that  charges 
of  High  Treafon  are  offered  to  be  maintained  againft  them  upon 
this  ground  only  ;  perhaps  it  may  be  fitting  that,  in  refpecl  of  the 
extraordinary  nature  and  dangerous  extent ',  and  very  criminal  corn- 
flexion  of  ftich  a  confpiracy,  that  cafe,  which  I  Hate  to  you  as  a 
new  and  a  doubtful  cafe,  Ihould  be  put  into  a  judicial  courfe  of 
enquiry,  that  it  may  receive  "afolemn  adjudication,  whether 
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'*  it  will, 'or  v\ill  not,  amount  to  High  Treafon"^  in  order  to 
li  the  bills  muff,  be  found  to  be  true  bills; 

Gentlemen,  I  have  not  opened  to  you  the  law  of  Mifprijion  of 
Tree/on,  becaufe  1  am  not  aware  that  theie  are  any  commit- 
its  lor  that  offence  ;  and  therefore  I  have  no  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  tint  there  will  be  auv  profecution  for  that  effence.  It  con- 
lifts  of  the  concealment  of  treufon  committed  by  others,  [which  un- 
doubtedly it  is  every  man's  duty  to  difclofe,)  and  ihe  punifhment 
is  extremely  fevere  ;  but  the  humanity  of  modern  times  hath  ufu- 
ally  interpofed,  and  I  miff,  that  the  neceffities  of  the  prefent  hour 
will  not  demand,  that  the  law  of  Mifprifion  of  Treafon  fhould 
now  be  carried  into  execution. 

Gentlemen,  I  difmifs  yon  with  confident  expectation  that  your 
judgment  will  be  directed  to  thofe  conclufions,  which  may  clear 
innocent  men  from  all  fufpicion  of  guilt,,  bring  the  guilty  to  cc: 
punifhment,  prefer  ve  the  iij'e  of  our  Gracious  Sovereign,  fecure  the 

lity  of  our  government,  and  maintain  the  public  peace,  in  u 
Liiinprehenjive  term  is  included  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  the 
wider  the  protection  of  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom, 


A  Copy  of  the  Indictment  found  against  the 
Prisoners. 

MIDDLESEX  to  Wit,  be  it  remembered  that  at  a  fpecfal, 
fefiion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
of  and  for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  holden  at  the  Seffion-Houfe 
on  Clerkenw'ell  Green  in  the  faid  county,  on  Thurfday  the  fe- 
cond  day  of"  O&ober,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  Sovereign  Lord -George  the  Third,  by  the  *  grace  of  God, 
of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  and  fo  forth  ;  before  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  fames 
Eyre,  Knight,  Chief  Juftice  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  of  his 
Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  the  Rudit  Honourable  Sir  Archi 
Macdonald,  Knight,  Chief  Baron  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King, 
of  his  Court  of  Exchequer;  the  Honourable  Sir  Beau 
Ho/barn,  Knight,  one  of  the  Barons  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King, 
of  his  faid  Court  of  Exchequer;  the  Honourable  Sir  Francis 
Buller,  Baronet,  one  of  the  Juftices  of  our  faid  Lord  the  I. 
of  his  faid  Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  the  Honourable  Sir  Najb 
'(irofe,  Knight,  one  of  the  Juftices  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King, 
adigned  to  hold  Pleas  before  the  King  himfelf ;  the  Honourable 
Sir  Soulden  Lawrence,  Knight,  one  other  of  the  Juftices  of  our 
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faid  Lord  the  King,  affigned  to  hold  Pleas  before  the  King  him- 
felf,  and  others  their  fellows,  Juftices,  and  Commiffioners  of 
our  faid  Lord  the  King,  affigned  by  Letters  Patent  of  our  faid 
Lord  the  King  under  his  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  made  to 
them  and  others,  and  any  three  or  more  of  them  (or  whom  one 
of  them  the  aforefaid  Sir  James  Eyre,  Sir  Archibald  Maca Jonald, 
Sir  Beaumont  Hotham,  Sir  Francis  Bul/er,  Sir  Nafb  Grofe,  and 
Sir  Soulden  Lawrence,  our  faid  Lord  the  King  willed  fhould 
be  one)  to  inquire  by  the  oath  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the 
County  of  Middlefex,  of  all  high  treafons,  in  compaffing  or 
imagining  the  death  of  our  Lord  the  King,  levying  war  againfc 
our  Lord  the  King  in  his  realm,  or  in  adhering  to  the  enemies 
of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  in  his  realm,  giving  to  them  aid  and 
comfort  in  his  realm  or  elfewhere,  and  of  all  mifprifions  of  fuch 
high  treafons  as  aforefaid,  or  of  any  of  them  within  the  county 
atorekiid,  (as  well  within  liberties  as  without,)  by  whotnfoever, 
and  in  what  manner  foever  done,  committed,  or  perpetrated, 
when,  how,  and  after  what  manner,  and  of  all  other  articles  and 
cifcumftances  concerning  the  premifes,  and  every,  or  any  of 
them, 'in  any  manner  whatsoever,  and  the  faid  treafons  and  mif- 
prifions of  treafons  according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  Eng- 
land for  this  time,  to  hear  and  determine  by  the  oath  of  Benjamin 
1/  'inthrop,  Efquire,  John  Hairy  Schneider,  Efquire,  Edward 
Ironfide,  Efquire,  Benjamin  Kenton,  Efquire,  Rawfon  Hart  Bod- 
dam,  K  .quire,  John  Aris,  Efq  ->'re,  William  Pardee  AUet,  Efquire, 
John  Perry,  Efquire,  Henry  Peter  Khujf,  Efquire,  Thomas  Win- 
fivwe,  Efquire,  Thomas  Cole  Efquire,  Samuel  Hazvkins,  Efquire, 
George  Hard,  Efquire,  Thomas  Bflddam,  Efquire,  Jofeph  Lan- 
cfijier,  Efquire,  Robert  Wilhnfon,  Efquire,  George  Galway  Mills, 
Elqure,  He$ry  Wright,  Efquire,  John  Hatchett,  KCqn'ne,  Row- 
land St  ephenjon,  Efquire,  and  John  CgrnpJ>ellf  Efquire,  good  and 
lawful  men  oi  the  county  aforefaid,  now  here  fworn,  and  charged 
to  inquire  for  our  faid  Lord  the  King  for  the  body  of  the  faid 
County  touching  and  concerning  the  premifes  in  the  faid  Let- 
ter Patent  mentioned.  It  is  p:efented  in  manner  and  form  as 
io! !owr< h,  (tbat  is  to  fay) 

MIDDLESEX  to  Wu,  The  Jurors  for  our  Sovereign 
Lord  the  King,  upon  their  oath  prcfenf.  That  Thomas  Hardy, 
late  of  Wcltminfter,  in  -the  County  of  Middlefex,  fhoemaker, 
John  Home  Tcche,  late  of  Wimbledon,  in  the  County  of  Surrey, 
k,  J-  "i  Augu/lus  B'ji/rey,  late  of  the  parifh  of  Saint  Giles 
in  the  Fields,  in  the  Cotuuy  of  Middlefex  aforefaid,  gentleman, 
Stewart  Kyd,  late  of  London,  Efquire,  Jeremiah  Joyce,  late  of 
the  parifh  of  Saint  M  :r.  1.  -Bon<  ,  otherwife  Marybone,  in  the 
County  of  Middlefex  aforefaid,  gentleman,  Thomas  Wardle, 
!  'London,  gentleman,  Thomas  Holer  oft,  late  of  the  parifh 
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of  Saint  Mary-le-Bone,  otherwife  Marybone  aforefaid,  in  the 
County  of  Middlefex  aforefaid,  gentleman,  John  Richtcr,  late 
of  Weftminfter,  in  the  faid  County  of  Middlefex,  gentleman, 
Matthew  Moore,  late  of  Weftminfter,  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlefex aforefaid,  gentle>man,  John  Thelwall,  late  of  Weftmin- 
fter, id  the  County  of  Middlefex  aforefaid,  gentleman,  Richard 
Hodgjon,  late  of  Weftminfter,  in  the  County  of  Middlefex. 
aforefaid,  hatter,  and  John  Baxter,  late  of  the  parifh  of  Saint 
Leonard,  Shoreditch,  in  the  County  of  Middlefex  aforefaid, 
labourer,  being  fubje&s  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  not  having 
the  fear  of  God  in  their  hearts,  nor  weighing  the  duty  of  their 
allegiance,  but  being  moved  and  feduced  by  the  inftigation  ot 
the  devil,  as  falfe  Traitors  againft  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  their 
fupreme,  true,  lawful,  and  undoubted  Lord,  and  wholly  with- 
drawing the  cordial  love  and  true  and  due  obedience  which  every1 
true  and  faithful  fnbjecl;  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  fhould,  and 
of  right  ought  to  bear  towards  our  fa'd  Lord  the  King,  and  con- 
triving, and  with  all  their  ftrength  intending,  traiteroufly  to 
break  and  diflurb  the  peace  and  common  tranquility  of  this  kingr 
dom  of  Great  Britain,  and  toftir,  move,  and  excite  infurredtion, 
rebellion,  and  war,  againft  our  faid  Lord  the  King  within  this 
kingdom,  and  to  fubvert  and  alter  the  legiilature,  rule,  and  go- 
vernment, now  duly  and  happily  eftabliftied  in  this  kingdom, 
and  to  depofeour  faid  Lord  the  King  from  the  royal  ftate,  title*, 
power,  and  government  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  bring  and  put 
our  faid  Lord  the  King  to  death,  on  the  firft  day  of  March,  in 
the  thirty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  now 
King,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as 
after,  at  the  parifh  of  St.  Giles  aforefaid,  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlefex aforefaid,  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly.  with  force  and 
arms,  &c.  did  amongft  themlelve?,  and  together  with  divers 
other  falfe  traitors,  whofe  names  are  to  the  fajdjtirors  unknown, 
confpire,  compafs,  imagine,  and  intend  to  ftir  up,  move,  and 
excite  infurredtion,  rebellion,  and  war,  againft  our  faid  Lord 
the  King,  within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  fubvert 
and  alter  the  Legiflature,  Rule,  and  Government,  now  duly  and 
happily  eftabliftied  within  this  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  to 
depofe  our  faid  Lord  the  King  from  the  royal  ftate,  title,  power, 
and  government  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  bring  and  put  our  fuel 
Lord  the  King  to  death. 

AND  TO  FULFIL,  perfect,  and  bring  to  effeft  their  rnoft 
fvil  and  wicked  treafon,  and  tfeafonable  compaftings  and  ira  - 
ginations  aforefaid,  they  the  faid  Thomas  Hardy,  John  }I?nie 
Tooke,  John  Augujlus  Bonney,  Stewart  Kyd,  Jrrcmiah  J.  ,-, 
Thomas  fFardle,  Thomas  Hulcroft,  John  Rrcht'er,  Matthew 
Moore,   John  Thekv:iUy   Richard  tLddgjont  and  John  Baxtrr.  as 
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fuels  falfe  traitors  as  aforefaid,  with  force  and  arms,  on  the  fal(J 
firif.  day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-third  year  aforefaid,  and  on  divert 
other  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as  after,  at  the  parifh  of 
Saint  Giles  aforefaid,  in  the  county  of  Middiefex  aforefaid, 
malicioufly  and  traiteroufiy  did  meet,  confpire,  confuh,  and  agree 
among  themfelves,  and  together  with  divers  other/  falfe  traitors, 
whofe  names  are  to  the  faid  jurors  unknown,  to  caufe  and  pro- 
cure a  Convention  and  Meeting  of  divers  fubjecls  of  our  faid 
Lord  the  King,  to  be  afiembled  and  held  within  this  kingdom, 
with  iritentand  in  order  that  the  perfons  to  be  affembled  at  fuch 
Convention  and  Meeting  fhould  and  might  wickedly  and  traiter- 
oufly,'  without  and  in  defiance  of  the  authority  and  agamil  the 
will  of  the  Parliament  of  this  kingdom,  fubvert  and  alter,  and 
caufe  to  be  fubverted  and  altered,  the  legiflature,  rule,  andgo-x 
Verriment,  now  duly  and  happily  efUblifhed  in  this  kingdom,  and 
depofe,  and  caufe  to  be  depofed,  our  faid  Lord  Hie  King,  from 
the  royal  date,  title,  power,  and  government  theieol. 

AND  FURTHER  TO  FULFIL,  perreft,  and  bring  to 
erFec"!  their  moft  evil' and  wicked  trcafon  and  treafonable  com- 
paflings  and  imaginations  aforefaid,  and  in  order  the  more  readily 
and  effe&ually  to  alfemble  fuch  Convention  and  Meeting  as 
aforefaid,  for  the  traiterous  purpofes  aforefaid,  and  thereby  to 
accompli  ill  the  fame  purpofes,  they,  the  faid  Thomas  Hardy, 
'John  Home  Tooke,  John  Augufius  Bonnes,  Stewart  Kyd,  Jere- 
miah Joyce,  Thomas  JVardie,  Thomas  Ho'croft,  John  Richter, 
Matthew  Mocrc,  John  Thchvall,  Richard  Hodgjon,  and  John 
'Baxter,  as  fuch  falfe  traitors  as  aforefaid,  together  with  divers 
other  falfe  traitors  whofe  names  are  to  the  Jurors  aforefaid  un- 
known, on  the  faid  firft  day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-third  year 
aforefaid,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as 
after,  with  force  and  arms,  at  the  parifh  of  Saint  Giles  aforefaid, 
in  the  county  of  Middiefex  aforefaid,  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly 
did  compofe  and  write,  and  did  then  and  there  malicioufly  and 
traiteroufly  caufe  to  be  compofed  and  written  divers  books,  pam- 
phlets, letters,  inftructions,  refolutions,  orders,  declarations,  ad- 
dreffes,  and  writing?,  and  did  then  and  there  malicioufly  and  trai- 
terouily pub! ifh,  and  did  then  and  there  malicioufly  and  traiter- 
oufly  caufe  to  be  publifhed  divers  other  books,  pamphlets,->iters, 
inftructions,  refolutions,  orders,  declarations,  addreffes,  and 
writings  Co  refpe&ively  compofed,  wiitten,  publifhed,  and 
caufed  to  be  compofed,  written  and  publifhed,  purporting  and 
containing  therein,  among  other  things,  incitements,  encourage- 
ments, and  exhortations,  to  move,  induce, -and  perfuade  the  fub- 
jects  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King  to  choofe,  depute,  and  fend,  and 
■caufe  to  be  chofen,  deputed,  and  fent,  perfons  as  delegates  to 
compofe  and  conftitute  fuch  Convention  and  Meeting  as  afore - 
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faid,  to  6e  fo  holder)  as  aforefaid,   for  the  traiterous  purpofes 
aforefaid. 

AND  FURTHER  TO  FULFIL,  perfed,  and  bring  to 
effecl:  their  moft  evil  and  wicked  treafori  and  treafonable  Com- 
paffings  and  imaginations  aforefaid,  and  in  order  the  more  readily 
and  effectually  to  alfemble  fuch  Convention  and  Meeting  as 
aforefaid,  for  the  traiterous  purpofes  aforefaid,  and  thereby  to 
accomplish  the  fame  purpofes,  they  the  faid  Thomas  Hdrdyt 
"John  Home  Tooke,  John  Augujlus  Bonney,  Stewart  Kyd,  Jere- 
miah Joyce,  Thomas  iVardle,  Thomas  Holcroft,  John  Richtef, 
Matthew  Moore,  John  ThelweiU,  Richard  Hodgfiri,  and  John 
Baxter,  as  fuch  faife  traitors  as  aforefaid,  on  the  faid  firtf. 
day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-third  year  aforefaid,  and  on  divers 
other  days  and  time?,  as  well  before  as  after,  with  force  and  arms, 
at  the  parifh  of  Saint  Giles  aforefaid,  in  the  county  of  Middiefex 
aforefaid,  did  meet,  conftilt,  and  deliberate  among  themfelves, 
3nd  together  with  divers  oiher  ta'fe  traitors  whofe  names  are  to 
the  faid  Jurors  unknown,  of  and  concerning  the  calling  and 
affembling  fuch  Convention  and  Meeting  as  aforefaid,  for  the 
traiterous  purpofes  aforefaid,  and  how,  when,  and  where  fuch 
Convention  and  Meeting  fhould  be  afTefhbfcd  and  held,  ro.d  by 
what  means  the  fubjecls  of  our  Faid  Lord  the  King  fhould  and 
might  be  induced  and  moved  to  fend  perfons  as  delegates  to  com- 
pose and  conftitute  the  fame.  '   , 

AND  FURTHER  TO  FULFIL,  perfect,  and  bring  to 
efFecl  their  molt  evil  and  wicked  treafon  and  treafonable  com- 
paflings  and  imaginations  aforefaid,  and  iri  order  the  rflofe  readily 
and  effectually  to  alfemble  fuch  Convention  and  Meeting  as 
aforefaid,  for  the  traiterous  purpofes  aforefaid;  and  thereby  toac* 
comphlh  the  fame  purpofes  they,  the  fai  1  Thomas  Hardy,  John 
Home  Tooke,  John  Augujlus.  Bonney,  Stewart  Kyd,  Jeremiah 
Joyce,  Thomas  IVardie,  Thomas  Holcroft,  John  Richtir,  Mat- 
theiv  Moore,  John  Thelwall,  Richard  Hodgfon,  and  John 
Baxter,  as  fuch  falfe  traitors  as  aforefaid,  together  with  divers 
other  falfe  traitors  "whole  names  are  to  the  Jurors  aforefaid  no- 
known,  on  the  firft  day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-third  year  afore- 
faid, and  on  divers  other  days  and  titties,  as  well  'before  as  after, 
with  force  and  arms,  at  the  parifh  of  Stint  Giles  aforefaid,  in 
the  county  of  Middiefex  aforefaid,  maliciOufly  and  traiterouliy 
did  content  and  agree  that  the  faid  Jeremiah  Joyce,  John  . 
gufus  Bonney,.  John    Home   Tooke,     /he  \.'.'e,     Mat) 

Moore,  John  Thelwall,  John  Baxter,  Richard  Hodgfon;  one 
John  Lovatt,  one  William  Sharp,  and  one  Jdhn  Pearfon,  fhoul  1 
meet,  confer,  and  co-operate  among  themfeTves,  and  together  wyth 
divers  other  falfe  traitors  whole  names  are  to  the  laid  Jurors 
unknown,  for  and  towards  the  calling  and  atfembling  fuch  Con- 
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vention  and  Meeting  as  aforefaid,  for  the  traiterous  purpofes 
atorefaid. 

AND  FURTHER  TO    FULFIL,  perfeft,  and  bring   to 
effec"l  their  nioft  evil  and  wicked   treafon  and  treafonable  com- 
paflings    and    imaginations    atorefaid,     they,    the    faid  Thomas 
Hardy,     John    Home    Tooke,     'John    Augujius   Bonncy,    Stewart 
Kyd,    "Jeremiah   Joyce,   Thomas   IVardle,   Thomas   Ho/croft,  John 
Richter,   Matthew    Moore,     John    The/wall,    Richard  Hodgfont 
and  John   Baxter,  as  fuch   falfe  traitors  as   aforefaid,   together 
with  divers  other  falfe  traitors  whofe  names  are  to  the  Jurors  afore- 
faid unknown,  on  the  faid  fuft  day  ot  March,  in  the  thirty-third 
year  aforefaid,  and  on  divers  other-days  and  times,  as  well  before 
as  after,  with  force  and  arms,  at  the  parifh  of  St.  Giles  aforefaid, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex  aforefaid,  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly 
did  cauie  and  procure  to  be  made  and  provided,  and  did  then  and 
there  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly  confent  and  agree  to  the  making 
and  providing  of  divers  arms  and  offenfive  weapons,  to  wit,  guns, 
mufquets,  pikes,  and  axes,  for  the  purpofe  of  arming  divers  fub- 
jecls  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  in  order  and  to  the  intent  that 
the  fame  fubjecls  fhould   and  might  unlawfully,  forcibly,   and 
traiteroufly  oppofe  and  withstand  our  faid  Lord  the  King  in  the 
due  and  lavvtul  exercife  of  his  royal  power  and  authority  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws  and  flatutes  of  this  realm,  and  fhould  and 
might  unlawfully,  forcibly  and  traiteroufly  fubvert  and  alter,  and 
aid  and  affill  in  fubverting  and  altering,  without  and  in  defiance  of 
the  authority  and  againfl  the  will  of  the  Parliament  of  this  king- 
dom, the  Legislature,  Rule,  and  Government  now  duly  and  hap- 
pily ellablifhed  in  this  kingdom,  and  depofe,  and  aid  and  aflift.  in 
depofing  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  from  the  royal  ftate,  title,  power, 
and  government  of  this  kirigdom. 

AND  FURTHLR  TO  FULFIL,  perfed,  and  bring  to 
effeel  their  moil  evil  and  wicked  treafon  and  treafonable  com- 
paflings  and  imaginations  aforefaid,  they,  the  faid  Thomas  Har- 
dy, John  Home  Tooke,  John  Augujius  Bonney,  Stewart  Kyd, 
■  Jeremiah  'fovee,  Thomas  Weirdie,  Thomas  Ho/croft,  John 
Richter,  Matthew  Moore,  John  Thehuall,  Richard  Hodgjony 
;nd  John  Baxter,  as  fuch  falfe  traitors  as  aforefaid,  with  force 
;nd  arms,  on  the  faid  firft  day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-third  year 
iforefaid,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as 
:  fter,  at  the  parifh  of  Saint  Giles  aforefaid,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex  aforefaid,  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly  did  meet,  con- 
Jpire,  confult,  and  agree  among  themlelves,  and  with  divers 
other  falfe  traitors,  whofe  names  are  to  the  faid  Jurors  unknown, 
to  raiie,  levy,  and  make  Infurredion,  Rebellion,  and  War 
within  this  kin^c'om  of  Great  Britain,  againfl:  our  faid  Lord  the 
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.  AND  FURTHER  TO  FULFIL,  perfeft,  and  bring  to 
effecT:  their  moft  evil  and  wicked  treafon  and  treafonable  com- 
paffings  and  imaginations  aforefaid,  they,  the  faid  Thomas 
Hardy,  John  Home  Tooke,  John  AnguJIus  Bonney,  Stewart  Kydy 
Jeremiah  Joyce,  Thomas  War  die,  Thomas  Holcroft,  John  Richter, 
Matthew  Moore,  John  The/wall,  Richard  Hodgfon,  and  John 
Baxter,  as  fuch  falfe  traitors  as  aforefaid,  on  the  faid  firft 
day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-third  year  aforefaid,  and  on  di- 
vers other  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as  after,  at  the  parifh  of 
Saint  Giles  aforefaid,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex  aforefaid,  with 
force  and  arms,  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly  did  meet,  confpire, 
confulf,  and  agree  amongft  themfelves,  and  together  with  divers 
other  falfe  traitors,  whofe  names  are  to  the  faid  Jurors  unknown, 
unlawfully,  wickedly,  and  traiteroufly  to  fubvert  and  alter,  and 
caufe  to  be  fubverted  and  altered,  the  Legiflature,  Rule  and  Go- 
vernment now  duly  and  happily  eftablifhed  in  this  kingdom, 
and  to  depofe,  and  caufe  to  be  depofed,  our  faid  Lord  the  King 
from  the  royal  ftate,  title,  power,  and  government  of  this  king- 
dom. 

AND  FURTHER  TO  FULFIL,    perfed,    and  bring  to 
effect  their  moft  evil  and  wicked  treafon,  and  treafonable  com- 
'pa  flings  and  imaginations  aforefaid,  and  in  order  the  more  rea- 
dily and   effectually  to  bring  about  fuch  fubverfion,  alteration, 
and  depofition  as  laft  aforefaid,    they,   the  faid  Thomas  Hardyy 
John  Home  Tooke,   John   Augujlus    Bonney,    Stewart    Kyd,    Je- 
remiah Joyce,  Thomas  Wardle,    Thomas  Holcroft,  John  Richter, 
Matthew  Moore,  John  Thehvall,    Richard  Hodgfon,    and  John 
Baxter,  as  fuch  falfe  traitors  as  aforefaid,  together  with  divers 
other  falfe  traitors,  whofe  names  are  to  the  Jurors  aforefaid  un- 
known,  on  the  faid  firft  day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-third  year 
aforefaid,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as 
after,  at  the  parilh  of  Saint  Giles  aforefaid,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex aforefaid,  with  force  and  arms  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly 
did  prepare  and  compofe,  and  did  then  and  there  malicioufly  and 
traiteroufly  caufe  and  procure  to  be  prepared  and  compofed  di- 
vers books,  pamphlets,  letters,  declarations,  initruclions,  refo- 
luiions,  orders,  addreffes,  and  writings,  and  did  then  and  there 
malicioufly  and  traiteroufly  publiih  and  difperfe,  and  did  then 
and    there  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly  caufe  and  procure  to  be 
publifhed  and  difperfed  divers  other  books,  pamphlets,  letters, 
declarations,  inftruclions,  refolutions,  orders,  addreffes,  and  wri- 
tings, the  faid  feveral  books,  pamphlets,  letters,  declarations,  in- 
structions, refolutions,  orders,  addreffes,  and  writings,  fo  refpec- 
tively  prepared,  comfjofed,  publifhed,  difperfed,  and  caufed  to  be 
prepared,   compofed,  publifhed,  and  difperfed,  as  laft  aforefaid, 
purporting  and  containing  therein  (amongft  other  things)  incite- 

D  2  m.entst 


C     *8    ] 

mentf,  encouragements,  and  exhortations,  to  move,  induce,  and 
perfuade  the  fubjects  of  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  to  aid  and 
aflift  in  carrying  into  effc.£t  fuch  traiterous  fubverfion,  alteration, 
and  depofition  as  laft  aforefaid,  and  alfo  containing  therein, 
amongft  other  things,  information,  inftructions,  and  directions  to 
the  fubjec~ts  pf  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  how,  when,  and  upon 
■what  occafions  the  trailerous  purpofes  laft  aforefaid  ihould  and 
might  be  carried  into  effect. 

AND  FURTHER  TO  FULFIL,  perfea,  and  bring  to 
effect  their  mo  ft  evil  and  wicked  treafon,  and  treafonablecom- 
paffings  and  imaginations  aforefaid,  they,  the  faid  Thomas  Hardy , 
John  Home  Tooke,  John  Augujius  Bonneyy  Stewart  Kyd,  Jere- 
miah Joyce,  Thomas  JVardle,  Thomas  Holcroft,  John  Rickter, 
Matthew  M&ore,  John  Thehvall,  Richard  Hcdgjon,  and  John 
Baxter,  as  fuch  ialfe  traitors  as  aforefaid,  together  with  divers 
other  falfe  traitor:-,  whofe  names  are  to  the  Jurors  aforefaid  un- 
known, en  the  faid  firft  day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-third  year 
aforefaid,  and  on  divers  other  days  and  times,  as  well  before  as 
after,  at  the"  partfh  of  St.  Giles  aforefaid,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex  aforefaid,  with  force  and  arnv  malicioully  and  trai- 
teronlly  did  procure  and  provide,  and  did  then  and  there  mali- 
cioully and  traitero'jfiy  caufe  and  procure  to  be  provided,  and  did 
then  and  there  malicioully  and  traiteroufly  confent  and  agree  to 
the  procuring  and  providing  arms  and  ofFenfive  weapons  (to  wit) 
guns,  muiquets,  pikes,  and  axes,  therewith  to  levy  and  wage  war, 
infurrection,  and  rebellion  again  ft  our  faid  Lord  the  King  within 
this  kingdom,  againft  the  duty  of  the  allegiance  of  them  the  faid 
Thomas  Hardy,  John  Home  Tooke,  John  Augujius  Bonney, 
Stewart  Kyd,  Jeremiah  Joyce,  Thomas  Wardle,  Thomas  Hol- 
er oft,  John  Richter,  MatthtW  Moore,  John  Thelwall,  Richard 
Hodgfon,  and  John  Baxter,  againft  the  peace  of  our  faid  Lord 
the  now  .King,  his  crown  anci  dignity,  and  againft  the  form  of 
the  ftatute  in  that  cafe  made  and  provided. 


Session-House,  Clerkenwell. — Monday,  October  6. 

The  Court  met  at  ten  o'clock,  when  the  Grand  Jury  had  not 
a  Bill  ready  to  return.  About  two  o'clock  the  Loru  Chief 
Baron  appeared  on  the  Bench,  when  a  true  Bill  was  returned 
againft'  the  following  perfons  for  High  Treafon  : 
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Thomas  Hardy, 
John  Horne  Tooke, 
*  John  Augustus  Bonney, 
Stewart  Kyd, 
Jeremiah  Joyce, 
Thomas  VVardle, 


Thomas  Holcroft, 
John  Richter, 
Matthew  Moore, 
John  Thelwall, 
Richard  Hodgson,   and 
John  Baxter. 


The  Bill  againft  John  Lovatt  was  not  found. 

The  Jury  thanked  the  Chief  Juftice  for  the  Charge  delivered 
to  them  the  day  on  which  the  CommilTion  opened,  which,  at 
their  requeft,  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  Judge  thanked 
them  in  return  tor  the  Compliment.  As  he  would  not  afteel  to 
fay  that  he  delivered  it  without  Notes,  he  would  chear fully  ac- 
quiefce  in  their  requeft.  His  Lordfhip  obferved,  that  the  Jury 
had  attended  four  days,  and  wiihed  to  know  if  they  ill  on  Id 
proceed  any  further  that  day  ?  or  if  they  meant  to  adjourn  i 
After  this  converfation,  they  agreed  to  adjourn  to  next  day  at  ten 
o'clock. 

The  Attorney  General  made  the  ufual  Motions,  that  Copies  of 
the  Indidlments  be  given  to  the  Prifoners. 

The  Chief  jfujiice  wiihed  to  know  of  the  Attorney-General, 
what  time  he  would  be  in  reudinefs  to  deliver  to  the  Prifoners  the 
Pannel  of  the  Jury,  &c.  as  ten  days  were  required  before  the 
Trials  could  commence. 

The  Attorney  General  faid,  he  fiiould  be  able  to  anfvver,  and 
fettle  the  bufinefs  next  day. 

The  Chief  Jujl ice  next  called  upon  the  perfons'who  attended 
as  Agents,  Solicitors,  and  others,  for  the  Prifoners,  and  informed 
them,  that  by  the  ufual  application  they  may  have  accefs  to  the 
Prifoners.  He  faid,  he  would  not  harrafs  the  Prifoners  by  having 
them  brought  up  until  their  arraignment,  to  inform  them  of 
thefe  particulars,  for  that  Copies  of  their  Indictments  mould  be 
left  with  them,  and  wiihed  this  information  might  be  immedi- 
ately communicated. — And  then  the  Court  adjourned. 
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A  LIST  of  the  WITNESSES  SUBPCENAED. 

MIDDLESEX. 

THE  KING  AGAINST  THOMAS  HARDY,  JOHN  HORNE  TOOKE, 
JOHN  AUGUSTUS  BONNEY*  STUART  KYD.  JEREMIAH  |OYCE7 
THOMAS  WARDLE,  THOMAS  HOLCROFT,  JOHN  RICH  IE  R, 
MATTHEW  MOORE,  JOHN  TH  EL  WALL,  RICHARD  HODGSON, 
and  JOHN  BAXTER. 

Upon  an  Indiflmen!  for  High  Treaffu 

Alexander  Aitckifon^  ftudent  of  medicine,  rending  in  Cannongate, 
of  Edinburgh,  in  the  parifh  of  Cannongate,  in  the  county  of  Edin- 
burgh, a  prifoner  in  the  Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh. 

Henry  Alexander,  abiding  at  the  Rofe-tavern,  Fleet-market,  in  the 
city  of  London,  linen-draper. 

Daniel  Adams,  of  Took's  court,  Curfitor-flreet,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  gent. 

George  Allen,  of  Turner's-court,  Bedford-buty,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  one  of  the  conftables  attending  the  Public-office  in 
33ow-flreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the  faid  county. 

"John  Armftrong,  of  Kingfland  ro3d,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Leonard, 
Shoreditch.in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  one  of  the  conftables  attend- 
ing the  Police-office  in  Worfhip-ftreet,  in  the  faid  county. 

James  Agar,  of  Hare-court,  in  the  Temple,  barrifier  at  law. 

lofeph  Butterworih,  of  Fleet-ftreet,  London,  bookleller. 

~%hn  Bullock,  of  Church- yard -court,  in  the  Inner-temple,  Lon- 
don, ftationer  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance. 

William  Broomhead,  of  Watfon's-walk,  Sheffield,  in  the  county  of 
York,  cutler  and  fciffar  finifher,  now  in  cuftody  at  the  houfe  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Parkinfon,  in  Little  Charles-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex. 

Grant  Broughton,  one  of  his  Majefty's  meffengers  in  ordinaryy 
abiding  at  the  houfe  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Salifbury,  i« 
Arlington-ftreet,  in  the  county  of- Middlefex. 

Bernard  Bayley,  of  Union-cretcent,  Kent-road,  in  the  county  of 
Surry;  gent,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Police-office  in  Lambeth- 
ftreet,  Whitechapel,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex. 

Jfofepk  Burchell,  of  the  Sheriffs-office,  in  Took's-court,  and  refid- 
ing in  great  James-fireet,  Bedford-row,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
attorney  at  law. 

George  Cheeke  Barnes,  of  Noble-fireet,GofweIl-ftrect,in  the  coun- 
ty of  Middlefex,  printer. 

.JohnBcult,  of  Red-lion-court,  Charter-houfe-3ane,  London,  newf- 
man  and  ticket  porter. 

Thomas  Blackburn,  of  Craven-ftreet,  City-road,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  paper  hanger  and  undertaker. 
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William  Black,  of  Yotk-ftreet,  Wcftminfter,  in  the  county  06 
Middlefex,  green-grocer,  and  one  of  the  conftabies  attending  the 
Public-office  in  Bow-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the  faid  county. 

Robert  Beresford,  refiding  at  the  corner  of  Bennet's-court,  Drury- 
lane,  in  the  count)'  of  Middlefex,  taylor  and  green-grocer,  and  one 
"of  the  conftables  attending  the  Public  office  in  Bow-ftreet,  Covent- 
garden,  in  the  laid  county. 

Arthur  Blake,  of  Devonfhirc-ftreet,  Portland-piacc,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  efq. 

Richard  Sennet,  of  Redman's-row,  Bethnal-green,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  warehoufeman. 

William  Barclay,  of  Dukc's-court,  St.'Martin's-lane,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  fhoemaker. 

Nathaniel  Birch,  of  Vine-ftreet,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  John,  Weft- 
roinfter,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  labourer,  one  of  the  patroles 
attending  the  Public-office  in  Bow-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the 
faid  county. 

Anthony  Beck,  of  Oxford-ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  fad- 
ler. 

John  Burfey,  of  Blackman-ftreet,  in  the  Borough  of  Southwark, 
in  the  county  of  Surry,  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  Auditor's-officc, 
Somerfet-place. 

John  Bone,  of  Wefton-ftreet,  Snow's-fields,  Southwark,  in  the 
county  of  Surry,  muflin-clearer. 

William  Carnage,  of  Fargate-ftreet,  Sheffield,  in  the  county  of 
York,  inkbottle  maker,  now  in  cuftody  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Parkinfon,  in  Little  Charles-ftreet,  Weflminfter,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex.' 

John  Child,  of  Crown-ftreet,  Weflminfter.  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex, one  of  his  Majefty's  meffengers  in  ordinary. 

John  Coates,  a  foldier,  in  the  Birmingham  Volunteers,  late  of 
China-walk,  Lambeth,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  apprentice  to  John 
Philip  Francklow,  taylor,  and  now  refiding  with  his  father,  Chrif- 
topber  Coates,  of  Little  Coilege-ftreet,  Weflminfter,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex. 

Stephen  Cottrell,  of  Grofvenor-place,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
efq.  one  of  the  clerks  of  his  Majefty's  molt  Hon.  Privy  Council. 

Wdliam  Carter,  of  Angel- alley,  Long-acre,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex, bill-fticker. 

Patrick  Colquhoun,  of  Charlesfquare,  Hoxton,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  eiq.  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  Poiice-ofrice  in  Woi'fhip- 
ftreet,  Shoreditch.  in  the  faid  county. 

Thomas  Chapman,  of  Fleet-flreet,  London,  bookfeller. 
John  Combes,  of  Oakham,  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  attorney  at 
law. 

Chrijlopher  Cridlands_  of  Kemp's-court,  Berwick-ftreet,  Soho, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  fhoemaker,  and  one  of  the  conftables 
attending  thcPublic-office  in  Bow-ftreet,  Covant-garden,  in  the  laid 
county. 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Carpmcal,  of  Bow-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  victualler,  and  one  of  the  conftables  attending  the  Pub- 
lic-office in  Bow-ftreet  aforefaid. 

Henry  Crokcr,  of  Tottenham-court-road,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex, broker,  and  one  of  the  conftables  attending  the  Public-office 
in  Bow-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the  faid  county. 

John  Chapman,  of  Dean-ftreet,  Fetter-lane,  London,  labourer. 

Alexander  Corney,  of  Red-lion-court,  Watling-ftreet,  in  the  city  of 
London,  (hoe-factor. 

7am?s  Clark,  efq.  fheriff  deputy,  of  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  re- 
ading in  George-lquare,  in  the  panfh  of  St.  Cuthbert's,  in  the  faid 
county. 

John  Chat-field,  of  Back-hill,  Hatton-garden,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  timber  merchant. 

Bernard  Cobbe,  of  Walnut-tree-walk,  Lambeth,  in  the  county  of 
Surry,  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  Auditor's  office,  Somerfet-place. 

Vvdliam  Clarke,  of  Mount-row,  Lambeth,  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
mefienger  to  the  folicitor  for  the  affairs  of  his  Majefty's  treafury. 

Henry  Dealtry,  of  Effex-ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  clerk 
of  the  rules,  on  the  crown  fide  of  his  Majefty's  court  of  King's- 
bench. 

Richard  Davifon,  of  Sheffield,  in  the  county  of  York,  printer. 

James  Davidfon,  of  Ruffel-place,  Ruffel-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  printer. 

William  D alar.,  of  Downing-ftreet,  Weftminffer,  door  porter  at 
the  office  of  Lord  Grenville,  one  of  his  Majefty's  principal  fecre- 
taries  of  11  ate,  lituate  in  Downing-ftreet  aforefaid. 

Jcfeph  Dcboffe,  of  Gerard-ftreet,  Soho,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex, book  feller. 

Jofeph  Edzoartls,  the  younger,  of  Jewin-ftreer,  London,  filver- 
fm'ith,  now  in  cuftody  at  the  houfe  of  William  Needham,  in  Cork- 
ftreet,  Hanover-lquare,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  one  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's rtieffengefs  in  ordinary. 

Daniel  Ifaac  Eat  on,  "of  Newgate-ftreet,  London,  bookfeller. 

Henry  Eaton,  of  Newgate-ftreet,  London,  the  fon  of  Daniel  Ifaac 
Eaton,  of  the  lame  place,  bookfeller. 

Evan  Evans,  late  a  prifoner  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Marfhal  of  the 
MarfhaHea,  of  the  Court  of  King's-bench,  grocer,  now  refiding  at 
the  houfe  of  Samuel  Giles,  at  Newington-caufeway,  in  the  county 
of  Surry. 

/■(/,,  the  wife  of  the  above-named  Evan  Evans,  now  refiding  at 
the  houfe  of  Samuel  Giles,  at  Newington-caufeway,  in  the  county 
of  Surry. 

Samuel  Edwards,  of  Beaufort-buildings,  in  the  Strand,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  wine  merchant. 

John  Fro/!,  late  of  Spring-garden,  Weflminfter,  but  now  of  Pin- 
ner, in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  gent,  late  an  attorney  of  the  court 
of  King's-bench. 

Richard 
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Richard  Ford,  of  Sloan- ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  efq. 
one  of  thejuftices  at  the  Public-office  in  Bow-ftreet,  Covent-gar- 
den,  in  the  laid  county. 

William  Faxukcner,  of  South-ftreet,  Park-lane,  in  the  parifh  of  Sf. 
George,  Hanover  fquare,  in  the  county  of  Middiefex,  efq.  one  ol 
the  clerks  of  his  Majefty's  moft  Hon.  Privy-council. 

Edward  Fusion,  of  the  Pleaiant-retreat,  Palmer's-village,  Tothill- 
fields,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  fhoemakcr,  and  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  Public-office  in  Bow- ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the 
faid  county. 

William  Henry  Fallqfield,  of  Inner- Scotland-yard,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  attorney  at  law. 

William  Fitzgerald,  of  the  Middle-temple,  London,  barrifter  at 
law. 

John  Fairley,  of  Broughton,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Cuthbert's,  in 
the  county  of  Edinburgh,  wnght,  a  prifoner  in  the  Caftle  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

IJaac  Fawcttt,  the  younger,  of  Camomile-ftreet,  Bifhopfgate-ftreet, 
in  the  city  of  London,  attorney  at  law. 

Thomas  Furmage,  of  Windrcvll-ftreet,  Tottenham-couit-road,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  cole6tor  of  the  rate  for  paving,  &c. 
within  the  parifh  of  St.  Pancras,  in  the  faid  county. 

William  Fletch.tr,  of  Lincoln's-lnn,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
barrifter  at  law. 

Duncan  Grant,  of  Strutton-ground,  Weftminfter,  in  the  county 
of  Middleltx,  one  of  the  conftables  attending  the  Public-office  in 
Bow-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the  (aid  county. 

Edward  Gqfling,  late  of  Hoxton,  in  the  parifh  of  Sr.  Leonard, 
Shoreditch,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  but  now  refiding  at  the 
houfe  of  James  Billet,  Upper-broker-iow,  Moorfields,  in  the  faid 
county,  and  clerk  to  William  Wickham,  efq.  one  of  thejullices 
at  tht  Police-office  in  Lambeth-ftreet,  Whitechapel,  in  the  laid 
county. 

John  Gurnell,  of  King- ftreet,  Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex, one  of  his  Majefty's  meffengers  in  ordinary. 

Richard  Gay,  of  Hopkins-ftreet,  St.  James's,  in  the  county  of 
Middldex,  drug  and  perfume  grinder,  a  prifoner  in  the  cultody  of 
the  Marfhal  of  the  Marfhauea,  of  the  court  of  King's-bench,  in  the 
King's-bench-prifon,  in  St.  George's- fields,  in  the  county  of 
Surry. 

Thomas  Green,  of  Orange- ftreet,  Leicefter-  fields,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  perfumer. 

John  Gurney,  of  EfTex-court,  in  the  Middle  temple,  barrifter  at 
law. 

Alexander  Grant,  of  Wardour-ftreet,  Soho,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex, printer. 

William  Gotobed,  of  Hofier-lane,  Weft-fmith field,  London,  newf- 
man. 

Roger  Gajlrell,  of  Hemlock-court,  Cary-ftreet,  in  the  county  of 
Middlelex,   taylor  and  green-grocer,  and  one  of    the  conftables 

E  attending 
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attending  the  Public-office  in  Bow-flreet,  Covent- garden,  in  the 
faid  county. 

Arthur  Gliddon,  ,  f  r*reat  Grmond-ft.reet,  Queen's-fquare,  in  the 
COU'  ly.j,  fylid       icx.  r:    •  ity  ■■'  law, 

John  Lri-1..  /. s,  of  P>  nber'sruvv  Mile-end-old-town,  in  the  coun- 
ty oi  Mia.  {'ex.  -_ar, .,  nter  „ad  omer,  and  one  of  theconUabl.es 
attendh;6  the  Pi  ice-othce  in  ^amocih-ftreet.  \\  hitechapel,  in  the 
faid  -.ounty. 

lliomas  GrjJjLt.i  .,  of  Fafhion-ftreet,  Spi'alfields,  fawyer,  and  afiiff.- 
. ant  con  able  at  trie  Police-office  in  Lambeth-ftreer,  Whitechapel, 
in  the  '  .   :nty        Middiefex. 

Thomas  Gle,  '<o.  60,  Charing -crofs,  W^ftminfter,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Middlei  -\  c,eni.  clerk  to  Mr.  White,  of  No.  6,  LincQln's- 
inn. 

John  Groves,  of  Crown-court,  Ruffel  flreet,  Covent-garden,  in 
the  county  of  Middiefex,  gent. 

Richard  Hay  war  d^  of  Friendly-place,  Shored)  tch.  in  the  county 
of  Middlelex,  wax-chandler,  now  a.  puioner  in  his  Majefty's  gaol 
of  Newgate. 

George  Higgins,  of  South-flreet,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  George, 
Hanover.-^quare,  in  the  county  of  Middiefex,  one  of  his  M.ajefly's 
meffcngeiVin  ordinary. 

Chrijuph-/?-  Hull,  of  Chancery-lane,  attorney  at  law. 
Edward  Hodfon,  of  Bell-yard,  near  Temple-bar,  printer. 
Henry  Hill,  of  Fargate-flreet,  in  Sheffield,  in  the  county  of  York, 
cutler,  now  in    cufiody   at  the  houfe  of   Mrs.  Mary  Parkinfon,   in 
Little  Charles-ftreet,  WeilminnW,  in  the  county  of  Middiefex. 

John  Hancock,  of  Chichefter-renti,  in  Chancery-lane,  in  the 
county  if  Middlelex,  gent,  clerk  to  Mr.  White,  of  No.  6,  Lin- 
coln's-inn. 

Wdlittn  Hufldjfo'  of  Pall-mall,  in  the  county  of  Middiefex,  efq. 
chief  <  I'tk  in  tiie  effice  oi  ihe  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  one  of  his 
MajefiyN  principal  fecretaries  of  Hale. 

Edward  Harvey,  of  I  -urib-Ureet,  Sciul-fquare,  in  the  county  of 
Middlelex,  warefyftufe  ji  i: 

John  H<  Uing&wrt/i ,  of  'J  huadnccdle-flreet,  London,  banker. 
John  Hillier,-  of   Bifl   >,?i./.te-il  reet:   London,  bookfeller,  now  a 
prilpne-r  in  hh  Mayfly's  gap)  $f  Newgate. 

Jeremiah  S.rmud  Jordav,  of  Fleei-iuect,  in  the  city  of  London,, 
book  teller. 

JiQJiph  Jihnjon,  of  St.  Paul's-church-yard,  in  the  city  of  London, 
tookfelleri 

Ji>fep,h  C(0fpjH  Jen>'iry9,  of  Hart-flrcct,  Bloomfoury,  in  the  coun- 
ty oi  Mid<   eiex,   b   n    ter  at  law. 

Charles  faajlp  s.  of  Brownlou'-flrect,  Dmrv-lane,  in  the  county 
of  Middlelex,  laHier,  and  01  e  of  the  conilables  attending  the  Pub- 
lic-o'T"   •    in      ;-.     I         !,  (      .  ent-oaiden.  in  the  faid  county. 

7  faun  ,  1.  oi  Lficx-ilieet,  in  the  Strand,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dLlex,  ;ai;ow-c  handier. 

TJiQwas  Jones,  of  Milfoid-lane,  in  the  Strand,  in  the  county  of 
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Middlefex,  labourer,  and  one  of  'he  conftablcs  attending  the  Publ";- 
office  in  BoW-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the  laid  county. 

William  Joan,  efq.  of  St.  George's-fields,  in  the  county  of  Surry, 
maifhal  oi  the  Mai  fhalfea,  of  the  court  of  Kiig's-bench. 

David  George  Jacmar,  of  Frith-ftreet,  SohO,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  one  of  the  clerks  in  the  Auditor"s-office,  m  Soinerfet- 
place. 

William  John/on,  of  the  Inner-temple,  London,  attorney  at  law. 

John  King,  of  Queen-ftreet,  Que^n's-fquare,  Weftminfter,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  eiq.  one  of  his  Majefty's  under  fecrctaries  of 
ftate. 

John  Kirby,  keeper  of  his  Majefty's  gaol  of  Newgate,  refiding 
there. 

Chriflopher  Kennedy,  of  Oofs-court,  Broad-court,  Long-acre,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  carpenter,  and  one  of  the  conftables  at- 
tending the  Public-office  in  Bow-ftreer,  Covent-garden,  in  the  faid 
county. 

William  Knight,  of  Windmill-ftreet,  Piccadilly,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  fhoemaker. 

David  King/nm,  g-  ntlcrnan,  gaoler  of  his  Majefty's  Tower  of 
London,  abiding  there. 

William  Lowndes,  of  the  Middle-temple,  London,  barrifter  at 
law.  , 

Edward  Lauzun,  of  Little  George-flreet,  Weftrrnnfter,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  one  of  his  Majefty's  meffengers  extraordi- 
nary. 

James  Lyon,  meffenger  at  arms,  refining  at  the  houfe  of  James 
Cooper,  in  Advocate's-dofe,  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh. 

George  Lynam,  of  Walbrook,  London,  ironmonger. 

Edward  Lavender,  oi  Drurv-lane,  in  the  county  of  Mddlefex, 
attorney  at  law,  and  chief  clerk  of  the  Public-office  in  Bow-iireet, 
Covent-garden,  in  the  laid  county. 

Arnold  Langlev,  of  Gloucefter-ftr-et,  Queen's-fquare,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  gent,  clerk  to  Mi.  Wnite,  No.  6,  Lincoln's- 
inn. 

Wdliam  Lockhart,  fheriff  clerk  depute  of  the  county  of  Edin- 
burgh, refiding  at  Newhaven,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Cuthberi's,  in  the 
county  of  Edinburgh  aforefaid. 

David  Lloyd,  of  Yotk-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex, tootman  to  Mrs.  Campbell,  or  Bury-ftrect,  St.  Uvnes's,  in 
trie  fame  county. 

Robert  Moody,  of  China-fquare,  Sheffield,  in  the  :ounty  erf  Virk, 
carpenter  and  joiner,  now  in  cuftody  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  3  lary 
Parkinfon,  in  Little  Charles-ftieet,  Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex. 

Thomas  Maclean,  of  Whitehall,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  one 
of  his  Majefty's  meffengers  in  ordinary. 

John  Moore,  of  Gray's-inn,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  attorney 
at  law. 

— * —  Merry,  of  Ramfgate,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  doctor  of  phvfic. 
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William  Mainzvaring,  of  Hanover-fquare,  in  the  county  of  Midr 
dlefex,  efq.  one  of  the  prothonotaries  of  the  court  of  common  pleas. 
George  Munro,  of  George- ftreet,  Manchefter-fquare,  in  the  coun* 
ty  of  Middlefex,  efq.  a  captain  in  the  army. 

William  Metcalfe,  of  Dowgate-hill,  in  the  city  of  London,  attorney 
at  law. 

Patrick  Macmanus,  of  Stanhope-ftreet,  Clare-market,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  hatter,  and  one  of  the  conflables  attending 
the  Public-office  in  Bow-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the  faid  county. 
Andrew  Milne,  of  Great  Ruffel-ftreet,  Bloomfbury.  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  fhopman  to  Mr.  Jordan,  bookfeller,  in  Fleet-flreet, 
London. 

Jofeph  Mack,  clerk  in  the  Sheriff-clerk's-office  in  Edinburgh,  re- 
ading in  Caflle  W'ynd.  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh. 

William  M'Cubbin,  writer,  refiding  in  the  houfe  of  John  Donald- 
fon,  fmith  and  room-fetter,  in  Toddepick's  Wynd,  in  the  city  of 
Edinburgh. 

Alexander  Mitchell,  linen  manufacturer,  refiding  at  Strathaven,  in 
the  parifh  of  Strathaven,  in  the  county  of  Lanark. 

Arthur  M'Ewan,  of  the  Water  of  Leith,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Cuth- 
bert's,  in  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  weaver,  a  prifoner  in  the  Tol- 
booth  of  Cannongate,  of  Edinburgh.    ' 

Walter  Miller,  wright  and  merchant,  of  the  High-ftreet  of  Perth, 
in  the  parifh  of  Perth,  in  the  county  of  Perth,  a  prifoner  in  the 
Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh. 

John  Miller,  of  Duke's-court,  Bow-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the 
county  of  Middlelex,  one  of  the  conflables  attending  the  Public- 
office  in  Bow-ftreet  aforefaid. 

Stephen  Henry  Murr'cll,  of  Ray-ftreef,  Cold-bath-fields,  in  the 
countv  of  Middlelex,  auctioneer. 

William  Middleton,  one  of  the  Sheriff's  officers  of  the  county  of 
Edinburgh,  refiding  in  Warriiton's-clofe,  in  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh. 

Jofph  Milner,'of  Aldetmanbury,  London,  warehoufemam. 
William  Needham,   of  Cerk-fbeet,   in    the  parifh   of  St.   George, 
Hanover-fquare,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  one  of  his  Majefiy's 
meffengers  in  ordinary. 

Frederhk  Polvdore  Nodder,  of  Brewer-ftreet,  Golden- fquare,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  botanic  painter. 

John  Nojt,  refiding  at  the  Lord  Chamberlain's-office,  in  St. 
James's-palace,  in  the  county  of  Middlelex,  one  of  his  Majefiy's 
meffengers  extraordinary.  ' 

Evan  Nepean,  of  Scotland-yard,  Whitehall,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex, eiq.  one  of  his  M^e'ty's  under  fecretaries  of  State. 

Randle  Norris,  of  Hate-court,  in  the  Temple,  clerk  to  Mr.  Spinks, 
under  treaiurer  of  the  fociety  of  the  Inner-temple. 

Arthur  Onflow,  of  Craven- ftreet,  in  the  Strand,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  barrifler  at  law. 

Robert  Orroch  of  Dean,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Cuthbert's,  in  the 
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bounty  of  Edinburgh,  blackfmith,  a  prifoner  in  the  caftle  of  Ed'n- 
burgh. 

George  Orr,  of  Camberwell,  in  the  county  of  Surry,  taylor. 
Jan"  Partridge,  of  Nottingham,  fpinfter,  the    daughter  of    Mr. 
Partridge   of  Nottingham  aforefuid,  apothecary. 

William.  Pope,  of  Little  Mary-le  bone-ftreet,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  blacking  ball  maker,  and  one  of  the  patroles  attending 
the  Public-office  in  Bow-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the  faid  county. 

John  Pear/on,  of  Lincoln's- inn,  in  the  county  of  Middlelex, 
itudent  at  law. 

James  Parkin/on,  of  Hoxton-fquare,  in  the  county  of  Middlelex, 
furgeon  and  apothecary. 

John  Pear/on,  of  Figtree-court,  in  the  Temple,  gentleman. 
William  Rofs,   of  Crown-flreet,   Weftminfter,   in   the  county  of 
Middlefex,  one  of  his  Majefty's  meffengers  in  ordinary. 

John  Reeves,  of  Cecil-ltreet,  in  the  Strand,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,    barrifter  at  law. 

George  Rofs,  clerk,  or  late  clerk  in  the  Gazetteer  office  at  Edin- 
burgh, of  South-bridge,  of  Edinburgh,  a  prifoner  in  the  Tolbooth 
of  Edinburgh. 

Archibald  Ruthvcn,  of  Rodney-row,  Newington-butls,  in  the 
county  of  Surry,  baker,  one  of  the  patroles  attending  the  Public- 
office  in  Bow-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the  county  of  Middlelex. 

James  Ridgzoay,  of  York-ftreet,  St.  James's-fquare,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  bookfeller,  now  a  prifoner  in  his  Majefty's  gaol  of 
Newgate. 

Thomas  Clio  Rickman,  of  Upper  Mary-le-bone-ftreet,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Middlefex,  bookfeller,  and  Jane  his  wife,  of  the  lame  place. 

Samuel  Rtece,  oi  Carthufian-ftreet,  Charter-houfe-lquare,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  ftationer. 

Ifaac  Saint,  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  viftualler,  now  in  cuftody  at 
the  houfe  of  Thomas  WagftafFe,  in  South- ftreer,  in  the  parifh  of 
St.  George,  Hanover- fq'uare,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  one  of 
his  Majefty's  meffengers  in  ordinary. 

•  John  Thomas  Slack,  of  Buck! .  ftreet,  Goodman's-fields,  White- 
chapel,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  ftaymaker. 

Henry  Dtlahay  Symonds,  of  Paternofter-row,  London,  bookfeller, 
now  a  prifoner  in  his  Majefty's  gaol  of  Newgate. 

William  Sharp,  of  Charles- ilreet,  Middlefex-hofpital,  in  the 
countv  of  Middlefex,  engraver. 

John  Schaw,  of  Eaton- ftreet,  Pimlico,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex, one  of  his  Majefty's  meffengers  inordinary. 

Tliomas  Symonds,  of  Crown  office-row,  Inner  temple,  London, 
ftudf  nt  at  law. 

Mafthezv  Swift,  of  Gould's-buiiding,  near  the  New  Church  in 
the  Strand,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  (hoemaker,  and  one  of  the 
conftables  attending  the  Police-office  in  Great  Malborough-ftreet, 
in  the  faid  county. 

George  Sanderfon,  of  the  bunch  of  grapes,  in  Butcher-row,  Tem- 
ple- bar,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  victualler. 
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Ifaac  Clayton  Smith,  of  Artichoke-yard,  Lambeth  marfh,  in  the 
county  of  Surry,  meffenger  in  the  office  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Dundas,  one  of  his  Majdfty's  principal  fecretaries  of  flaio, 

Thomas  Shelton,  of  the  feffion-houfe  in  ihe  Old-bailey,  in  the 
Suburbs  of  the  City  of  London,   attorney  at  law. 

William  Scut,  lolicitor  at  law,  refiding  in  Merchant-flreet,  in  the 
city  of  Edinburgh. 

Daniel  Stuart,  of  Frith- (tree?,  Soho,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
gentleman. 

Thomas  Stiff,  of  Paternofter-row,  in  the  city  of  London,  hair- 
drefTer. 

John  Shallard,  of  Charlton  ftreet,  Somers-town,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  paltry-cook,  and  one  of  the  patroles  attending  the 
Public-office  in  Bow-ftreet,  Covent-garden,  in  the  faid  county. 

John  Shdmodint,  of  the  Grove,  Southwark,  in  the  county  of 
Surry,  hatter. 

James  Savage,  of  Maiden-lane,  Wood-flreet,  London,  ware- 
houfeman. 

William  Sturch,  of  Stanhope- ftreet,  Clare-market,  in  the  county 
of  Middltf-x,  ironmonger. 

John  Taylor,  of  Fleet  ftreet,  London,  gent,  now  a  prifoner  in  his 
Majefty's  gaol  oi  New  gate. 

IVUliam  Tims,  of  Ciown-ftrert,  Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  one  of  his   Majefty's   meffengers  in  ordinary. 

•  James  Thornton,  of  YVr-ymouih-ftreet,  Cavcndifh-fquare,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  clerk  at  the  Police-office  in  Great  Marlbo- 
rough-ftreet,  in  the  faid  county. 

Thomas  7hompfon,ot  Shrub's-hiB,  near  Bagfhot,  in  the  county  of 
Berks,  elq. 

Thomas  Tourle,  late a  prifoner  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Marffial  of 
the  Marfhailea.  of  the  cowt  of  King's  bench,  dealer  in  timber  and 
coals,  now  refiding  at  the  houfe  of  Samuel  Giles,  at  Newington- 
caufeway,  in  the  county  of  Surry. 

JofephTozutrs,  of  St.  John's-fquave,  Cletkenwcli,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  diiTenting  minifter. 

James  Templdon,  melfenger  at  arms,  refiding  in  Prefident's-flairs-, 
in  i*arliamen.-clole,  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh. 

John  Thompfon.  of  Oakham,   in  the  county  of  Rutland,   gardener. 
Mary  Thonipjoti,  the  wife  of  John  Thomplon,  of  Ojkhd...,  in  the 
county  of  Rutland,  gardener. 

Mary  Thompfon,  the  wite  of  George  Thompfon,  of  Oakham,,  in 
the  county  of  Rutland,  gardener. 

John  Townfcvd,ot  Dukc's-tow,  Pimlico,  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlefex, labourer,  ancUone  of  the  conftables  attending  the  Public-officd 
in  Bow-ftreet,   Covent-garden,  in  the  faid  county. 

Thomas  Ting,   of  Kings-road,    Cheliea,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fea,  ftage-coachman,  and  one  of  the  patroles  attending  ihe  Public- 
office  in  Bow-flreet,   Covent-garden,  in  the  faid  county. 
John  Tylor,  of  St.  George's,  Norwich,  furgeon. 
John  Thompjon,  near  the  turnpike,  in  the  New-road,  St  George's 
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in  the  Raft,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  aififtant  clerk  at  the  Public- 
offi      in  La'Tibeth-ftrept,    Vv  hftechapet,  in  lie  f-iid  county. 

?i  Tar  fop.,  of  Mulberry- ltreet,  Mi  enu  Old  town,  in  the 
county  F  Middlsfex,  gai-ener,  one  of  the  conftablts  attending  the 
Police  office  in  Lambeth-ftreet,  Whi  echapel,  in  the  faid  county. 

Wil mm  Tu.Lr,  of  Bridge-ftreet,  \  eftminfter,  in  the  county  of 
Middlewx,  e(q.  t  e  of  Me  iitiks  in  the  office  of  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Lor  .  Grenville,  ^ne  of  h;  s  Maj -fty     principal  fecretaries  of  ftate. 

Felix  Vaughan,  of  Crown-office-row,  Inner-temple,  London, 
banifter  at  Itw. 

John  Vellum,  of  Oakham,  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  butcher  and 
grazier. 

Thomas  John  Upton,  of  Bell-yard,  near  Temple-bar,  watch-maker, 
and  machimft,  now  a  prifoner  in  the  New  Pnfon,  Clerkenwell,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex. 

Alexander  Willis,  of  Harley-ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
danctr.   maftcr. 

Samuel  Williams,  now  in  cuftody  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Fordham, 
in  Lambeth-ftreet,  Whuechapel,  in-  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
coach-mafic,  apprentice  to  and  late  abiding  with  Jofeph  VVhitton, 
at  Tower-das,  Tower-  ock,      ondon,  gun-engraver. 

John  Williavis,  of  Leicefter-fields,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
wine-merchant. 

George  Williams,  of  We-ftMmith field,  London,   leather-feller. 

Thomas  Wugjlaffe,  of  South -ftrter,  in  the  panfh  of  St.  George, 
Hanover-fquare.  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  one  of  his  Mdjefty's 
me ffe no  rs        >rd  nary. 

Willi,,  n  Il'ukham,  of  Sr.  James's-place,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex, elcj  neof  thejuftices  of  the  Police-office  in  Lambeth-ftreet, 
Whiteci>^:  oi,  in  the  faid  county. 

John  11  narton,  of  Skelton-caitle.  in  the  county  of  York,  efq. 

Jofeph  White,  of  Eff  x-coutt,  Middle-temple,  and  of  Lincoln's- 
inn,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  attorney  at  law,  and  lolicitor  for 
the  affairs  of  his  Majtfty'9  tieafury. 

William  Walker,  of  Buckingnam-ftreet,  in  the  Strand  ,in  thecoun- 
tyof  Miadlefex,  attorney  at  law. 

James  Waljh,  late  of  the  Strand,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  but 
now  abiding  at  Hatfield,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  gent. 

William  Wood/all,  of  Salifbury  fquare,  Fleet-ftr.  London,  printer. 

Henry  Sampfon  Woodfall,  late  of  No.  i,  the  corner  of  lvey  lane, 
Paternofter-iow,  printer,  but  now  of  Chelfea,  ir.  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex, gent. 

George  Williamfnn,  meffenger  at  arms,  refidingjn  P  redden  t--fl  airs, 
in  Parliament-dofe,  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh. 

John  Watts,  ofRofemary-lane,  Whitechapel,  in  the- county- of 
Middlefex.  dver. 

Thomas  W/ntehorn,  abiding  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  John-  King*  iw 
Cumberland  ftreet,  Tottenham-court-r©ad,  in  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex, 
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fex,  and  fhopman  to  Mr.  Baxter,  near  Cecil-ftreet,  in  the  Strand,  in 
the  fa  id  county,  bookfeller. 

George  Widdifon,  of  Fargate-ftreet,  Sheffield,  in  the  county  of 
York,  hair-dreffer,  now  in  cuftody  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Parkmfon,  in  Little  Charles-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex. 

Thomas  W>Jin,  of  Fludyer-ftreet,  Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of 
M'.ddletex,one  of  his  Majefty's  meffengers  in  ordinary. 

Thomas  Wood,  of  Red-Iion-flreet,  Holborn,  in  the  parifh  of  St. 
George  the  Martyr,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  lottery-infpe&or. 

William  Worfhip,   of  Ball-alley,  Lombard -ftr.  London,  engraver. 

Richard  Williams,  of  Oakham,  in  the  countv  of  Rutland,  clerk. 

Richard  White.,  of  Piccadilly,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  James,  Weft- 
minfter, in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  oilman. 

George  Willinglon,  of  the  Inner-temple,  London,  attorney  at  law. 

John  Wiggle/worth,  of  Somerfet-place,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex, 
efq.  one  of  the  infpe&ors  general  of  accounts  in  the  Auditoi  's  office 
there. 

John  York,  of  his  Majefty's  Tower  of  London,  and  deputy  lieute- 
nant thereof. 

Matthew  Yaiman,  of  Percy-ftreet,  Rathbone-place,  in  the  county 
of  Middlefex,  apothecary. 


The  following  is  a  LIST  of  the  PETTY  JURORS  /unowned. 

A&on.  Thomas  Buck,  efq. 

Back-lane.  John  Warner,  gent. 

Baker-flreet,  Portman-Jquare.  Thomas  Skipp    Dyott  Bucknell,  efq. 

Barnet.  Benjamin  Biadbury,  Fryer's-lane,  Fryei's-barnet,  gent. 

Bedford-fquare.  Jofeph  Shrimpton,  Efq. 

Btthnul-green.  Jonah   Boydell,  gent. 

Bow.  Thomas  Sayer,    efq.   and  diftiller ;  Edward  Gordon,    efq. 
and  brewer;   Mark  Hudfon,  efq.  and  brewer. 

Brentford.  Hugh  Ronalds,  efq.  and  nurfery-man  ;  David  Roberts, 
difiitler. 

Broad-Jireet,  St  George's  in  the  Ea ft.  Jofeph  Ainflie,  coal-merhant. 

Bromley.    Nathaniel    Stonard,  brewer;  Charles  Smith,    diftiller,; 
Chriftopher  Met  alf,  efq.  and  diftiller. 

Brompton.  Thomas  Hammerfly,  efq.  and  banker  ;  Hanbury  Potter, 
CM  Brompton,  efq. 

BuikDifham-ftreet.   Archibald  Paxton,  wine-merchant. 
■   Bur-jlrtet,  Eaft-jmithfield.  Thomas  Allen,   brewer;    Rice  Davies, 
efq. 

Chancery-lane.  Richard  Mafters,  efq.  and  banker ;  Thomas  Druce, 
ftationer. 

Ch'iring-cro/s.  Charles  Fourdrinier,   ftationer;     James    Shepnell, 
filverfmith. 

Char  lot te-Jireet,  Rathhone-place.  Edward  Campion,  efq.  and  wine- 
iriei  chant;   Ifaac  Mark,  gent. 

liuirterhou/e/quare.  Lacy  Primatt,  efq.  and  chemift. 

Che*. 
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CJieny-ftreet,  Bedford-fquare.  John  Peavey,  cooper. 

Chifwick.  Thomas  Laurence,  Strand  on  the  Green,  efq.  John 
TThompfon,  brewer;  Thomas  Beach,  Strand  on  the  Green,  efq. 

Clerkenwell.  Apfley  Pellatt,  St.  John's-ftreet,  ironmonger;  John 
Gueft,  ditto,  efq.  and  potter  ;  George  Fillingham,  ditto,  hopfaclor ; 
David  Dean,  dnto,  cheefemonger ;  John  Wright,  Red  Lion-ftreet, 
watch  cafe-maker. 

Cockfpur-flreet.  James  Oliphant,  hatter;  James  Crompton,  paper 
hanging-maker. 

Colnbrook.   Henry  Bullock,  this  fide  of  Colnbrook,  efq. 

Dalton.   Cecil  Pitt,  efq. 

Dozvning-jlreet,  Wejlminfter.  Thomas  Maude,  efq.  and  army  agent. 

Dukc-flreet,  Weflminfler.  Calvert  Clapham,  gent, 

Ealing.  Thomas  Wood,  Hanging-hill,  efq.  and  coal-merchant  ; 
Richard  Meux,  efq.  and  brewer ;  Robert  Winn,  Lower-fide,  elq. 
Richard  Hunt,  Windmill-lane,  efq.  Sampion  Bowles,  efq.  and  ha- 
berdafher  ;  John  Baker,  elq.  James  Smith,  efq.  and  perfumer  ;  Ro- 
bert Vincent,  efq.  Thomas  Smith,  Upper-fide,  efq.  and  difliller  j 
Edward  Roberts,  efq.  Thomas  Cheap,  efq. 

Edgware.   Thomas  Cockmgton,  gent. 

Edmonton.  Daniel  Gotten,  efq.  and  broker  ;  John  Blackburn,  efq, 
and  merchant;  Thomas  Lewis,  South-ftreet,  efq,  and  Irifh-faclor,  . 

El/lree.  Samuel  Rudge,  efq.  John  Rudge,  efq. 

Enfield.  Matthias  Dupont,  of  the  Chace-fide,  gent,  wine  and 
brandy-merchant;  George  Capes,  efq.  and  warehoufeman  ;  Rich- 
ard Gough,  Forty-hill,  elq.  William  Emerfon.  Bufh-hill,  efq.  John 
Horfley,  BuTs-crols,  efq.  Henry  Purrier,  Chace-hde,  efq.  George 
Ellward,  ditto,  efq.  and  upholder;  Chriftopher  Strothoff,  Bull's- 
crols,  elq.  and  merchant. 

Finchley.  Thomas  Allen,  Eafi-end,  efq.  William  Llamerton,  efq. 
Thomas  Gildart,  Nethpr-frreet,  efq.  and  merchant. 

Frith-flreet.Soho.  Alexander  Trotter,  elq.  and  upholder. 

Fulham.  Robert  Lewis,  North-end,  efq.  John  James,  efq. 

Goodman' 's -fields.  Major  Rhode,  Lemon-ftreet,  efq.  and  fugar- 
baker. 

Gojwell-jlreet.  Robert  Hawkins,  coal-merchant. 

Gray' s-inn-lane.  Thomas  Harrifon,   Cowkeeper. 

Great  George-Jlreet,  Wejlminfter.  Francis  Jenks,  gent. 

Greck-Jlreet.  Jofiah  Wedgwood,  potter. 

Green-Jlreet,  Grojvenor-fquare.  George  Brooks,  efq.  and  banker  ; 
James  Fifher,  the  elder,  elq. 

Hackney.  Thomas  Boddington,  efq.  Charles  Digby,  Mare-ftreet, 
efq. 

Hammerjmith.  James  Dorville,  efq.  Simon  Lefage,  efq.  Bryan 
Marfhall,  gent.  Benjamin  Goodifon,  efq.  James  Keene,  grocer  ; 
Henry  Ofbaldifton,  efq. 

Hampflead.  Philip  Godfall,  gent,  and  coachmaker;  John  Peter 
Blaquire,  efq.  and  merchant;  Thomas  Rhodes,  Hampftead-road, 
cowkeeper. 

F  Hampton. 
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Hampton.  Thomas  Chadwick,  efq.  John  Hillman,  efq. 

Hanwdl.  William  Harwood,  efq. 

HarUfdown-hill,  near  Harrow.  William  Nichol,  farmer. 

Hatton-garden.  Nathaniel  Wr^!     urveyor; 

Hayes.  John  BlencowCj  efr.. 

Htndon.  Michael  Collinfori,  efq,    Edward  Hill,  gent. 

Highgate.  Edward  Hale,  gent.  Samuel  Provey,  efq.  and  weaver. 

High-Jtreet)  Mary-le-bone.    James  Sheridine,  efq. 

HiUington.  Samuel  Maiih,  efq.  William  Perry,  efq.  and  doctor 
of  phytic;   James  Cock,  efq. 

Hoir'/om.  Robert  Mairis,  near  Great  Turnftile,  gent. 

Hornj'ty.  David  Duvduz,  efq.  and  merchant,  John  Mayhew,  efq. 
and  upholder. 

IJlington.    Samuel  Pullen,  gent. 

Kmffngtdy..  James  Wheble,  gentleman  and  tallow-chandler ;  John 
"Walker,  Square,  efq. Thomas  Ayliffe,  efq.  Samuel  Palmer,  efq.  Edw. 
Helme,  Paiion's-yard,  elq.  JefFery  Holmes,  Young-ftreet,  efq. 
Alexander  Baxter,  efq.  Edward  Green,  Square,  efq.  Edmund  Jen- 
nings,Young-ftreet,  efq.  Stephen  Aifley,  eiq.  Robt.  Wiltfbn,  Square, 
efq.  Thomas  Sanders,  Fillimote-place,  eiq.  John  Mafon,  efq.  John 
Battye,  efq.  Thomas  Burnett,  Paifon's-yard,  efq.  John  Robinfon, 
efq.  Ifaac  Lucas,  efq.  and  oilman  ;  John  Jenkinion,  elq.  i  homas 
Robin  Ion,  Church-lane,  efq.  and  gardener  ;  John  Butts,  efq.  and 
ironmonger. 

Knight/bridge.  Sir  Jofeph  Andrews,   bart. 

Lmiehoufe.  Robert  Batfon,  fhip-builder ;  Robert  Mellifh,  fhip- 
builder ;  James  Mitchel,  rope-maker;  Adam  Steinmetz,  bifcuiN 
baker  ;  Jeremiah  Blakeman,  timber-merchant;  Thomas  Bird,  diltil- 
ler  ;  Charles  Turner,  fail-m^ker ;  Thomas  Draine,  brewer;  Emanuel 
Goodheait,  fugar-refmer  ;  Chriftopher  Richardfon,  timber-merchant, 
Norrifon  Coveidale,  rope-maker;  Anthony  Calvert,  merchant. 

Lijfon-green.  James  Stephens,  efq. 

Lond'on-ftreet)  Tottenham-couri-road.  George  Sewell,  gent. 

M  irlborough-fireet  (Great ).  John  Harrop,  gent. 

Mile-end.  John  Charrington,  elq.  and  brewer;  John  Liptrap, 
efq.  and  difliller  ;  Ralph  Keddey,  elq.  and  merchant. 

Minims  (South J.  Francis  Brjroneau,  efq. 

Moorfidds.  Samuel  Mills,  weaver. 

Netoingtjon  (Stoke).  George  Rigby,  efq.  and  Irifh-faftor ;  Jona- 
than Eade,  efq.    and  fhip-chandler. 

New-road,  Tottenham-couri-road.  Jofhua  Brooks,  dealer  in  birds  ; 
John  White,  efq.  and  builder;  Cam  Farmer,  gent. 

Northumberland-^ eet.   Henry  Capel,  gent. 

Old-fired.   Richard  Child,  difliller. 

Ormond-ftreet  (New).  Thomas  Nixon,  efq.  and  merchant  ;  Wil- 
liam Cooke,  efq. 

Paddington-/li'eet,St.  Mary-le-bone.  Richard  Carter,  efq. 

Pall-mall.   Richard  Croft,  efq.  and  Banker. 

Percy-jheet,  Rathbone-place.  Thomas  Elmfley,  efq. 

Pimlico.   George  Shakefpear,  efq.  and  builder. 

Poplar.  John  PowTey,  carpenter  and  furveyor. 

Portman- 
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Po^tman-fquare.  William  Atwick,  efq. 
Potter's-bar,  near  Northam.    Francis  Hammond,  efq. 
Princes-Jlreet,  R  d-lion-fquare.  John  Lovett,  gent. 
Queen-Jquare,    Bloomjbury.    William   Frafer,  efq.  William  MofFatt, 
eft],  and  merchant  ;     William  Arno'.d,  efq. 

Ojieen-Jlreet  (Great),    Lincoln  s-inn-fields.  Robert  Kilby  Cox,  efq. 
and  brewer. 

Ratcliff.  Charles  Bowles,    Glafs-houfe-yard,     Sun-tavern-fields, 
glafs-manuFafturer  ;    Jofeph  Bird,  Cock-hill,  efq.   and  fail-maker  ; 
John  Thompfon,  Sun-tavern-fields,   rope-maker. 
Rathbone-place.   Hugh  French,  efq.  and  apothecary. 
Rufel-place.    Sir   John    Crofts,   bart.  Charles   Bifhop,   efq.    and 
proftor. 

St.  Catherine's.  William  Mafhiter,  wharfinger;  Henry  Goodwyn, 
efq.  and  brewer. 

St.  James' s-fireet,  Piccadilly.  James  Crane,  efq. 
Seymour- fir tet  (Upper),  Mary-lc-bone.  Wiiliam  Phillimore,  efq: 
Shadwell.  Newell  Connop,  dHtiller  ;   Arthur  Shakefpear,  Stepney- 
caufeway,  efq.  and  rope-maker  ;  Matthew  Whiting,   ditto,    iugar- 
refiner. 

Shoreditch.  Thomas    Proftor,  Holly wel!-ftr'eet,  efq.   and  brewer; 
John  Marfhall,  ditto,  efq. 

Smithficld  (Eaji).    William    Down,  wharfinger;  Rawfon  Aifla- 
bie,  wine-merchant  and  loap  boiler. 

Somer's-toton.  John  Harrifon,  Duke's-row,  gent. 
Southampton-place,  New-road.  James   Haygarth,  efq.  and  builder  ; 
John  Mandell,  gent.   Thomas  Matthews,  gent. 

Southampton-row,  Bloom/bury.  George  Wade,  Stockbroker. 
South  Molton-ftreet.  John  Pratt,    gent. 

Spring-gardens.  Edmund  Antrobus,  New-ftreet,  efq.  and  banker. 
Stanmore    Samuel  Dickenfon,  efq.  Charles  Wiggin,  efq. 
Strand.   George  Jtfferys,  jeweller  and  lilverfmith. 
Sanbury.   Roger  Boehm.    efq.    and  merchant;  Dicker  Saunders, 
efq.  James  Shergold,  efq.  William  Parker,  efq. 
Teddington.  W7illiam  Sandby,  efq.    and  banker. 
Tottenham.    Thomas    Powell,    High-crofs,     efq.    and    merchant, 
William  Row, ditto,  efq.  andbroker;  Charles  Pratt,  miller. 
Tottenham-ftrcet.    John  Leader,  gent.  Jofeph  Mawley,  gent. 
Turnhamgtcrn.  James  Payne,  efq. 
Turnmiil-fireet.  Cozo-crofs.  Philip  Booth,  difUller. 
Twickenham.  John  Davenport,  efq.  and   woollen-draper  ;  George 
Coning,  eiq.   and   banker;   Benjamin  Green,   efq.   and   regifter   in 
Chancery  ;  Edmund  Hill,  Whilton,  efq.  and  gunpowder  merchant. 
Uxbridge.  John  Mercer,  mealman  ;   Daniel  Cock,  di Miller. 
Wapping.  Thomas  Martin,    King  Edward-ftairs,   oilman  ;     John 
Rixon,   Hermitage-flreet,  cooper ;   Daniel  Martin,  Red  Lion-ftieet. 
efq.    Andrew  Burt,   Charlotte-ftreet,   efq.      Michael  Henley,  coal- 
merchant ;   Nathaniel  Ailen,  Wapping-wall,   fhip-chandler. 

Wellclofe-fquare.  Theophilus  Pritzler,  fugar-refiner;  Caflen  Rohde, 
efq.  and  fugar-refiner. 

F  2  White- 
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Whitechaptl.  Henry  Bullock,  High-ftreet,  brewer. 
Wilfden.  Jofeph  Nicoll,  Neafdown,  gentleman-farmer  ;  Edward 
Franklin,  farmer. 

Wimbley-gretn.  Richard  Page,  eft}. 


— tot«!32» 


SESSIONS-HOUSE,     CLERKENWELL,    TUESDAY,  OCT.  7th. 

THE  Grand  Jury  being  called,  prefented  a  true  bill  againft 
John  Martin,  for  High  Treafon. 

The  Chief  Jujiice  afked  if  there  were  any  more  bills  ready  for 
the  Grand  Jury. 

The  Foreman  faid,  the  Jury  would  be  glad  to  adjourn  to  fome 
day,  when  there  might  be  bufinefs  fufficient  to  engage  them  the 
whole  day. 

Mr.  White,  one  of  the  folicitors  to  the  treafury,  faid,  if  the- 
Court  was  adjourned  till  Thurlday,  he  thought  they  mould  be 
ready  with  all  the  Bills  that  were  meant  to  be  prefented,  it'  that 
day  would  be  convenient  for  the  Jury. 

The  Foreman  faid,  the  Jury  had  no  objection. 

The  Chief  Jujiice  faid,  he  had  no  objection,  after  the  bufi- 
nefs of  this  day  was  over,  to  adjourn  the  Court  to  Thurfday,  at 
10  o'clock. 

At  this  moment  appeared  in  Court  Mr.  Holcroft,  who  addreffed 
the  Court  to  the  following  effect: 
.«•  My  Lord, 

"  Being  infoimed  that  a  Bill  for  Y\\'j\s  Treafon  has  been  pre- 
ferred againfl:  me,  Thomas  Holcroft,  by  his  Majefty's  Attorney 
General,  and  returned  a  true  bill  by  a  Grand  Jury  of  thefe 
realms,  I  come  to  furrender  myfelf  to  this  Court,  and  my  coun- 
try, to  be  put  upon  my  trial  ;  that,  if  1  am  a  guilty  man,  the 
whole  extent  of  my  guilt  may  become  notorious;  and,  if  inno- 
cent, that  the  rectitude  of  my  principles  and  conduct  may  be  no 
lefs  public.  And  I  hope,  my  Lord,  there  is  no  appearance  of 
vaunting  in  alluring  y©ur  Lordihip,  this  Court,  and  my  coun- 
try, that  after  the  misfortune  of  having  been  fufpected  as  an 
enemy  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  mankind,  there  is  nothing 
on  earth,  after  which,  as  an  individual,  I  more  ardently  afpire 
than  a  full,  fair,  and  public  examination. 

"  I  have  further  to  requeft  that  your  Lordfhip  will  inform  me, 
if  it  be  not  the  practice,  in  thefe  cafe*,  to  alfign  counfel,  and  to 
fuffer  the  accufed  to  (peak  in  his  own  defence  ?  Likewife,  whe- 
ther free  egrefs  and  regrefs  be  not  allowed  for  fuch  perfons, 
books,  and  papers,  as  the  accufed,  or  his  counfel,  mail  deem 
neceffary  for  juttification  V 

Chief 
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Chief  Juftice. — u  With  regard  to  the  firft,  S'r,  it  \\\}]  he  the 
duty  of  the  Court  to  affign  you  Counlel,  arid  alfp  to  order  that 
fuch  Counfel  (hall  have  free  accefs  to  you  at  all  proper  hours — * 
with  relptft,  Sir,  to  the  liheny  of  fpeaking  for  yourfelf,  ihe  ac- 
cufed  will  be  fully  heard  by  himfelf,  as  well  as  by  his  Cotmfel ; 
but  with  regard  to  papers,  books,  and  other  things  of  that  kind, 
it  is  impofiible  for  me  to  fay  any  thing  precifely,  with  regard  to 
them,  until  the  thing  required  be  afked,  However,  Sir,  you 
may  depend  upon  it,  every  thing  will  be  granted  to  the  party 
accufed,  foas  to  enable  him  to  make  his  defence.  If  I  under- 
hand you  rightly,  you  now  admit  that  you  are  the  perfon  land- 
ing indicted  by  the  name  of  Thomas  Holcroft  ?'* 
Mr.  Holcroft.— "  Yes,  my  Lord." 

Chief  Juftice. — "  You  come  here  to  furrender  yourfelf,  and  I 
can  onlv  accept  of  that  furren.ler  on  the  fuppofition  that  you  are 
the  perfon  fo  indi&ed.  You  know  the  confequence,  Sir,  of  be- 
ing indicted  for  High  Treafon.  I  fhall  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
ordering  you  into  cuftedv.  I  would  nrt  with  to  take  any  ad- 
vantage of  your  coming  forward  in  perfon,  indifcreetiy,  in  th's 
manner,  without  being  called  upon  by  the  ordinary  procefs  of 
the  law.  You  Ihould  have  a  moment  to  confider  whether  you 
furrender  yourfelf  as  that  perfon." 

Mr.  Holcroft. — u  It  is  certainly  not  my  wifh,  either  to  infiicl 
upon  myfeli  unneceffary  punifhment,  or  to  appear  to  put  myfelf 
forward  on  this  occafion.  I  come  only  as  Thomas  Holcroft,  of 
Newman-ftreet,  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  [  certainly  do 
not  wifh  to  itand  m;^re  forward,  than  any  other  man  ought  to 
ftand." 

Chief  "Juftice. — "  I  cannot  enter  into  this  point.  If  you 
admit  yourfelf  to  be  the  perfon  indicated,  the  confequence  mult 
bJ,  that  I  muff  order  you  fo  be  taken  into  cuftody  to  anfwtrthis 
charge.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  are,  or  are  not,  Thomas 
Holcroft.  I  do  not  know  yon,  and  therefore  it  is  i.npolTible  for 
me  to  know  whether  y<  u  are  the  perfon  ftated  in  the  indict- 
ment." 

Mr.  Holcroft. — "  It  is  equally  impoffible  form",  my  Lord." 
Chief  Juftice.. — "  Why  then,  Sir,    I    think   you   h  an  better    lit 

(till. Is  ihere  any  thing  moved  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  with 

relped  to  tins  gentleman  r" 

Solicitor  General. — •'  Mv  Lord,  as  I  confider  him  to  be  the 
perton  againft  whom  a  frue  bill  is  iound,  I  move  that  he  be 
committed." 

Oref  Juftice. — "  I  do  not  know  how  many  perfons  there  may 
be  of  me  name  of  Thomas  Holcroft :  it  would  be  rather  extra- 
ordinary to  commit  a  perfon  on  this  charge,  if  we  do  not  know 
hi  in. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  K'iappt  one  of  the  Counfel  for  the  Crown,  contended, 
that  from  what  the  prifoner  had  faid  at  firft  in  Court,  he  ad- 
mitted himfelf  to  be  the  perlon." 

Chief  Juftice. — "  That  does  not  fignify.  Does  the  Counfel 
for  the  Crown  think  fit  that  this  gentleman  fhould  be  com- 
mitted ?" 

Solicitor  General. — u  I  move  that  he  now  be  taken  into  cuf- 
tody." 

Chief  Jujiice. — "  Sir,  you  muff  nowftand  committed." 

A  Iheriff's  officer  now  took  Mr,  Holcreft  into  cuftody. 

Chief  Jujiice  to  the  prifoner. — "  Are  you  prepared  to  name 
your  Counfel  r" 

His  Solicitor  immediately  named  Mr.  Erjkine  and  Mr.  Gibbs, 
whom  the  Court  affigned  in  the  ufual  form. 

The  fame  Lamed  advocates  were  named  for  Mr.  Thelwall 
and  Mr.  Baxter. 

John  Pearce  dated  to  the  Court,  that  he  was  an  articled  clerk 
to  Mr.  Martin,  againit  whom  the  Grand  Jury  had  found  a  bill. 
He  requeued  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  attend  Mr.  Martin, 
as,  without  his  affiftance,  he  did  not  think  Mr.  Martin  would 
be  able  to  proceed  to  his  trial. 

The  Solicitor  General  objected  to  this  application,  becaufe 
there  might  be  a  charge  againft  Mr.  Pearce  himfelf. 

The  Judge  obferved,  that  until  fome  charge  was  preferred,  he 
could  not  relufe  this  application. 

Mr.  White,  the  Solicitor,  defired  that  the  order  might  be 
poftponed  until  Friday,  which  the  Judge  confented  to,  on  con- 
dition that  a  copy  of  the  indictment  was  not  preferred  till  that 
time.  The  Chiei  Juftice  then  ordered  the  officer  to  adjourn  the 
Court. 

Mr.  Holcreft  begged  that  his  fervant  might  be  permitted  to 
have  accefs  to  him. 

The  Chief 'Jujiice  faid,  that  was  a  fort  of  thing  that  was  quite 
new,  and  he  did  not  know  that  he  could  grant  it,  unlefs  fome- 
thing  was  ftated  by  Mr.  Holcroft,  with  reipect  to  his  health,  to 
make  it  requifite. 

Mr.  Holcroft  faid,  there  was  nothing  of  that  fort ;  that  he  did 
not  know  it  to  be  unufual,  or  he  fhould  noti  have  afked  it.  The 
reafon  for  his  afking  it,  was,  that  his  fervant  was  hisamanuenfis  ; 
it  had  been  his  habit  to  dictate  to  this  man,  and  therefore  it 
would  be  extremely  convenient  for  him  to  be  indulged  in  this 
particular,  if  it  was  not  contrary  tocuftom. 

The  Chief  Jujiice  faid,  he  was  afraid  it  was,  and  he  thought 
it  would  be  proper  for  Mr.  Holcroft  to  apply  to  another  quarter, 
which  could  better  grant  indulgence  than  he  could,  fitting  in  that 
Court. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Holer  ft  faid,  he  wifhed  to  have  no  indulgence;  he  only 
wilhed  for  jultice. 

The  Chief  Juftice  faid,  "  Then,  Sir,  I  cannot  make  the 
order." 

The  Court  then  immediately  adjourned  to  Thurfday,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 


[The  preceding  Account  being  that  which  appeared  in  the  Public 
Prints,  there  appeared  next  Day,  in  the  fame  Prints,  the  follow- 
ing Note  from  Mr.  Holcroft.\ 

to  the  editor. 
"  Sir, 

"  The  predicament  in  which  I  (land  is,  I  pre  fume,  afeif-evident 
motive  why  I  {hould  be  afTiduoufly  careful  that  the  following 
miftake,  in  your  account  of  what  paifed  yefterday  at  Hicks's  Hall, 
fhould  be  corrected.  You  (fate,  that,  when  afked  by  the  Chief 
Juftice  whether  {  admitted  myfelf  to  be  the  perfon  indicted  by 
the  name  of  Thomas:  Holcroit,  I  anfvyered,  "  Yes,  my  Lord:" 
Far  from  anfwering  in  this  direct  manner,  the  queltion  imme- 
diately av/akened  in  me  fome  apprehenfion  of  having  too  impli- 
citly credited  the  reports  I  heard,  from  perfons  of  various  rank 
and  flat  ion,  that  a  Bill  for  High  Treafon  was  found  againit  me  ; 
the  purport  of  my  anfwer  to  his  Lord  ill  ip  immediately  was,  that 
the  only  knowledge  I  had  of  the  event  was  that  which  I  derived 
from  thefe  reports.  Such  an  anfwer  as  you  have  been  informed 
I  made,  might  very  innocently  have  eicaped  a  very  innocent 
man,  though  the  truth  is,  ir  did  not  happen  to  efcape  me.  It 
might  perhaps  too  very  innocently,  but  miirakenly,  have  implied, 
in  the  minds  of  fome  people,  a  confeipufnefs  of  my  having  de- 
ferved  to  be  indicted;  an  inuendo,  which,  from  my  heart  and 
foul,  and  with  all  the  faculties  I  poifefs,  of  mind,  memory,  and 
truth,  I  repel. 

Thomas  Holcroft." 

Newgate,  October  8,  1794. 


SESSION-HOUSE,    C  LERKENWELL,    THURSDAY,    OCT.    9th. 

The  Court  again  met  at  ten  o'clock,  when  the  Grand  Jury 
prefented  a  true  bill  for  High  Treafon  againft  John  Hillier. 

Another  bill  was  then  preferred  by  Mr.  White,  folicitor  of 
the  treafury.  With  this  bill  the  Jury  retired  to  their  own  room  ; 
after  which  the  Court  adjourned  to  Thurfday  the  fixteenth  of 
Odober. 


SESSION- 
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SESSION-HOUSE,   CLERKENWELL,   THURSDAY,    OCT.    l6th\ 
The  court  fat  as  before.     The  Grand  Jury  returned   a   true 
bill  againft  "John  Philip  FranMo  for  High  Treaf  -n. 

Mr.  White,  folicitor  of  the  treafury,  then  preferred  two  other 
bills  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

The  Chief  Jujllce  obferved,  he  fhould  wiib  to  adjourn  the 
Court  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Jury,  and  he  thought 
Tuefday -next  might  be  a  proper  day;  in  the  mean  time  the 
Jury  would  proceed  on  the  bills  now  before  *hem.  His  Lord- 
Hup  faid,  he  hoped  on  Tuefday  to  difcharge  the  Jury  from  a  very 
long. -and  laborious  fervice  ;  at  lead  until  further  fummons.  His 
Lordlhip  aflced  if  there  was  any  motion  to  be  made  ?  To  which 
there  being  no^anfwer,  the  Court  adjourned  to  Tuefday,  the 
21  if  of  October. 


TUESDAY,    OCTOBER   21  ft.       . 

The  Court  met,  when  the  Grand  Jury  found  a  tru3  bill 
againft  Thomas  Spence,  for  High  Treafon. 

A  b.!l  againft  John  AJhley,  for  the  fame  crime,  was  not  found. 

Adjourned  to  Saturday  the  25th  of  Or'    r, 

[At  eight  o'Clock  on  Friday  morning,  the  24th  of  Oclober, 
the  prifoners,  who  where  confined  in  the  Tower,  were  taken 
from  thence  by  the  fherifrs,  and  conveyed,  in  hackney  coaches, 
guarded  by  conftables,  &c.  but  no  military,  to  Newgate.] 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  2^ . 

The  Court  met  at  the  Session-  House  in  the  Old  Bailey, 
when,  at  one  o'Ciuck,  the  following  took  their  feats  on  the 
Bench. 


The  Lokd  Mayor. 

Sir  James  Eyre. 

Sir  Archibald  M'Donald. 


Sih   Beaumont  Hotham. 
Sir  Nash  Gkose. 
Sir  Francis  Buller. 


Aldermen. 
Clarke, Gill,  Picket, Newman,  Macaulay,Anderson. 


After  the  ufual  proclamation,  Mr.  Kirby,  the  keeper  of  New- 
gate, was  ordered  to  bring  to  the  bar  the  following  prifoners  in 
his  cuftody,  againft  whom  the  Grand  Jury  had  found  their 

first  bill  of  indictment. 

Thomas:  Hardy,  late  of  Weftminfter,  in  the  County  of  M'.d- 
dilefex,  lhoemakej. 

"John 
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John  Home  Too/^hte  of  Wimbledon*,  in  the  Count-/  of  Sur- 
rey, clerk. 

John  jlugufius  Eonney,  late  of  the  PariQl  of  St.  Giles  in  the 
Fields,  in  the  County  of  Middle'fex  aforefaid,  gentleman. 

Stewart  Lyd,  Lite  of  London,  Efq 

jeremiab  Joyce,  of  the  Parifh  of  St.  Mary-le-bone,  otherwife 
Marvbone,  in  theCour.ty  of  r.li'dkfjx  aforefaid,  gentlfeman. 

Thomas  Holcroft,  late  of  the  Parifh  (if  Si.  M  try  le  bone,  other- 
wife  Marvbone,  in  the  County  of  \lVJdl  f.-x  aforefaid,  geritlerriaft. 

"jfobh  Ri.hter,  late  of  Weftminlter,  in  tae  faid  County  of 
Middlesex,  g<  niienan. 

John  Tbelwall,  late  of  Weftminfter,  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlefex  aforefaid,  gentleman. 

John  Baxter,  late  of  the  parifh  of  St  Leonard,  Shoreditch, 
in  the  County  of  Middhfex  aforefaid,  labourer. 

N.  B.  Thomas  Wa-dle,  Maihew  Moore,  and  R:chard  Hothfon, 
againft  whom  bills  of  indictment  were  likewile  found,  were  not 
in  cuftody. 

The  Court,  immediately  on  thei r appearance,  wifhed  to  know 
whether  the  prifoners  Cour.fel  attended  in  purfuance  to  their 
nomination  and  appointment? 

Mr.  Gurney  replied,  that  in  addition  to  his  learned  friends  pre- 
fent,  who  had  been  retained,  he  expecied  Mr.  Erjkine  and  Mr. 
Gibbs,  who  had  been  nominated  by  the  Court. 

The  Court  condefcended  to  wait  a  few  minutes. 

[The  windows  which  are  behind  the  bar,  where  the  prifoners 
were,  having  been  previoufly  let  down  by  the  Lord  President's 
orders,  fo  as  to  admit  a  ftrong  current  of  air,  the  following  ob- 
fervations  were  made  by] 

Mr.  Home  Tooke.  "My  Lord,  I  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  the 
Court,  that  we  have juft  come  out  of  a  very  confined  and  clofe 
hole,  and  the  windows  now  opened  at  our  barks,  expofe  us  to  fo 
much  cold  air,  that  our  health,  particularly  my  own,  will  be  con- 
fiderably  endangered,  and  moil  probably  we  mall  lofe  our  voues 
before  we  leave  the  place.  I  fhal],  therefore,  requeft  of  the  Court 
to  be  difmifTed  as  foon  as  their  convenience  w  11  permit." 

Lord  President.  u  if  you  are  prepared  to  ple^d,  Sir,  you  may 
be  difnified  almofr.  immediately.  We  were  waiting  for  your 
Counfcl,  that  you  might  have  the  benefit  of  their  aflrftancei" 

Air.  H. Tooke.  "  My  Loid,  in  a  great  meafure  am  1  prevent- 
ed from  being  now  able  to  fay  any  thfng  en  the  lubject  of  the 
indictment,  from  the  circumilance  of  our  not  having  had  thetefl 
clear  days  allowed  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  perfons  in  our  fuua- 
tion  fjy  the  change  of  cuftody  a  whole  day  has  been  c<>  fple're- 
ly  loft;  to  us  ;  in  confequence,  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  converfing  with  our  Counfel.  Mr.  Ersktne  and  Mr.  Gibbs 
had  engaged  themfelves  to  dine  with  me  on  Friday,  for  thepur- 
pofe  of  conferring  together  o    the  bufmefs  of  this  day.     Notice 

G  was 
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was  given  me  as  lnte  as  nine  or  ten  on  Thurfday  night  only,  of 
my  intended  removal  ;  I  was  removed  by  eight  o'clock  the  next, 
morning  :  it  was  perfectly  impoffible  for  me,  therefore,  to  take 
the  advantage  of  my  CounfeS's.  advice,  as  our  arrangements  were 
thus  completely  deitroyed,  and  all  my  papers.,  which  I  had  col- 
lected and  arranged  in  the  Tower,  thrown  into  diforder  and 
confufion.  Your  Lordfhip — who  never  was  a  prifoner — can 
have  but  a  very  imperfect  idea  of  the  change  of  cuftody." 

Lord  President.  4t  The  Court  is  inclined  to  make  every  al- 
lowance that  can  be  expected,  and  is  willing  to  wait  the  arrival 
of  your  Counfel." 

Mr.  Tooke.  a  Rather  than  catch  cold,  I  (hould  chufe  to  plead 
at  pre  fent.  I  ask  no  indulgence,  but  defire  fubftantial  juftice. 
When  I  mentioned  the  circumftance  cf  the  day's  lofs,  I  did  not, 
by  any  mean?,  wiih  to  caufe  delay.  It  is  undoubtedly  clear,  that 
the  Act,  which  fay?,  that  not  lefs  than  ten  days  {hould  be  allowed, 
by  no  mean?  meant  to  preclude  the  accufed  from  having  the  ad- 
vantages of  more  than  ten  days,  if  necefiary  for  the  preparation  of 
material?  requifite  for  their  defence.  Ihope  that  no  inconvenience 
will  arife  to  us  from  the  miffing  of  cuftody: — but  we  certainly 
have  not  had  the  indulgence  which  that  law  intended  us.  I  am, 
however,  ready  to  plead,  trough  deprived  of  the  advantage  of  my 
papers,  and  the  benefit  of  advice.  We  have  been  fix  months  in 
clofe  confinement,  without  being  able  yet  to  imagine  what  was 
tne  nature  of  the  charge1  to  be  brought  againfr.  us,  nor  have  we 
been  able  to  difcover  it  from  the  indictment  found  againft  us." 

Mr.  TheliualL  "  My  Lord,  I  think  it  my  duty,  and  an  act  of 
juftice  to  mvfelf  and  my  country,  to  mention  in  this  public  man- 
ner, the  hardfhips  which  we  have  fuffered.  Not  to  mention  the 
lofs  of  a  day,  1  myfelf  have  to  complain  of  a  circumftance  very 
detrimental  indeed  to  me,  I  have  been  deprived  of  the  benefit  of 
my  books  and  papers,  which  I  had  collected  together,  and  ar- 
ranged in  the  Tower.  When  we  were  removed  from  the  Tower, 
the  fheriffs  thought  proper  not  to  allow  me  time  fufficient  to  take 
them  with  me ;  i  do  not  mean  to  attach  any  blame  to  them, 
when  1  mention  this,  for  with  great  politenefs  they  promifed  I 
Ihould  have  them  fent  me. — Afterwards,  when  [  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  fending  for  them  through  the  medium  of  a  friend  who 
was  feuding  to  the  Tower  for  fome  things  he  wanted,  I  was  re- 
fuied.  and  received  an  evafive  anfwer.  i  was  informed,  that  they 
could  not  fend  what  1  wanted,  as  I  had  a  number  of  oiher  things 
there,  and  they  mult  be  fent  for  together,  as  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  have  a  feparate  coach  for  them.  This  morning  I  received 
a  fee  and  evaiive  anfwer.  I  mention  this  circumftance  not  with 
any  view  of  delay,  f  r  I  am  as  anxious,  as  any  man  can  be  for 
anything,  to  meet  the  juftice  of  ny  country." 

The  Indictment  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns. 
[Sec  p.  22.  to  2o.]     And  the  Prifoners  were  feverally  asked  the 

ufual 
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ufual  queftions,   cC  Guilty  or  not  guilty  ?" — (i  How  tvill  you   be 

tried  F" 

Mr.  Hardy.  "  Not  guilty."—"  By  God  and  my  country:'' 
Mr.  Tooke.  "  Not  guilty:'     On  being  asked  how  he  would  be 

tried,  he  eyed  the  Court  fur  fome  feconds  with  an  air  of  fignifi- 

cancy,  which  few  men  are  fo  well  able  to  aiTuir.e,  and,  fhaking 

his  head,  emphatically  anfwered— "  J  would   be  tried  by  God 

and  my  country.     But " 

'The  others  anfwered  in  the  ufual  manner — cc  Not  guilty:'1 — 

tc  By  God  and  my  country:'' 

The  Lord  President.  a  Mr.  Tooke  having  complained  of  the 
coldnefs  of  the  air,  may  withdraw  if  he  pleafes. 
Mr.  Tooke  withdrew  immediately. 

John  Augustus  Bonney.  "  My  Lord,  (here  is  an  error  in  this 
indictment,  which  intitles  me  to  plead  in  abatement.  I  am  de- 
feri bed,  late  of  the  pariah  of  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields,  whereas  I 
ought  to  have  been  defenbed  of  the  parifh  of  St.  Pancras.  I 
never  did  refide  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Giles.  But,  my  Lord,  I 
am  alio  charged  by  this  indictment  with  having  committed  trea- 
fon  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Giles  ;  and  as  my  description  isjuftas 
true  and  correct  as  this  affertion,  i  am  content  to  take  ray  trial 
upon  the  indictment  in  its  prefent  form  ;  for  1  look  forward 
with  earned  and  anxious  expectation  for  the  day  when  a  Jury 
of  my  country  fhall  juftify  me  from  the  afpeifions  thrown  on 
my  character  by  this  indictment:  I  therefore  wave  my  objec- 
tion, and  plead  generally  that  I  am  not  guilty:' 

Mr.  Thelwall.  "  There  is  a  circumftance,  my  Lord,  which 
my  Counfe!  have  informed  me  would  entirely  quafh  this  in- 
dictment as  far  as  regards  me,  if  I  were  inclined  to  take  advan- 
tage of  it.  My  defcription  is  not  right:  I  am  defcribed  as  an 
inhabitant  of  Westminster^  whereas  I  refide  in  the  Liberties  of  the 
Dutchy  of  Lancaster.  Anxious  as  lam  to  have  my  conduct:  ex- 
amined into  by  my  country,  I  defpife  the  idea  of  availing  myfelf  of 
any  paltry  fubterfuge.  I  feel  perfectly  convinced,  that  when 
the  long-expected  day  fhall  come,  no  honest  Jury  can  fay  other- 
wife  than  I  do  now, — Not  guilty:' 

Mr.  Bonney  then  faid,  "  1  beg  that  your  Lordfhips  will  allow 
me  a  few  words  before  we  quit  the  bar.  I  allure  you,  if  I  had 
been  arraigned  for  any  known  and  certain  treafon,  for  murder, 
or  for  felony,  I  would  ask  no  favour  of  your  Lordmips  ;  but 
when  I  ftand  before  you  upon  a  cafe,  in  which  (and  I.  believe  I 
have  your  Lordfhips  opinion  in  my  favour  on  the  fubject  ■  if  the 
facts  charged  againft  us  fhould  be  proved,  there  would  ltd!  be 
very  great  doubt  upon  the  law,  I  truft  1  do  not  make  an  im- 
proper requeft  when  I  folicit  your  Lordfhips,  that  we  may  be 
allowed  as  many  of  the  little  comforts  and  conveniencies  of  life 
(to  which  we  have  been  accuftomed)  as  may  be  confiftent  with 
the  fecurity  of  our  perfons.  Your  Lordfhips,  I  am  fure,  will 
agree  with  me,  that  a  fituation  in  which  a  man  can  neither  ileep 
G  2  by 
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by  night,  nor  cafl  his  eye  on  a  ray  of  comfort  by  day,  is  not  much 
adapted  to  prepare  his  mind  lor  io  important  a  trial  as  mine — 
and  yet,  rpy  Lords,  fuch  is  my  fituaiion. 

41  i  be^'  t<>  be  uudeiftood  not  to  intend  the  frnallefl  in£ntiaWon 
againfl  the  Sheriff:?;  their  language  and  their  countenances, 
when  they  vi  filed  me  yeiltrday  in  my  cell,  fuflicicntl y  convinced 
me  of  the  coi  cern  tl.ey  felt  at  not  being  a!  It  to,  aff<  rd  me  better 
accommodation.  My  requeft,  therefore,  to  y<  ur  Lordfhips  is, 
thar  we  nay  be  remanded  back  to  the  cufb  c'y  of  the  Governor 
of  the  Tower,  where  we  have  been  treated,  for  two  and  twenty 
weeks,  with  the  greatefr.  humanity  and  attention." 

Mr.  Riehter  and  Mr.  Baxter  alio  complained  of  the  want  of 
accommodation  in  the  places  where  they  were  confined. 

The  Lord  President.  "  I  muft  repeat,  that  the  Court  can  only 
refer  you  to  the  difcreti*  a  and  humanity  of  the  Sheriffs^  who 
have  already  undertaken  to  pay  attention  to  your  complaints." 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  "  IViyLord,  a;  the  Prifoners  have  fig- 
nified  their  d.fire  to  be  tried  feparately,  I  move  that  Mr.  Hardy 
be  tried  firft  ;  and  that  the  warrants,  made  necellary  by  a  late  Act 
of  Parliament,  for  conftituting  the  commiifion,  be  recorded." 

Mr.  Erfkire,  who,  together  with  Mr.Gibbs  and  Mr.  Vaughan, 
Counfel  for  the  Pnfoner>,  had  come  into  Court  during  the  read- 
ing of  the  I n d i c7t 1 1  e n t  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  apologized 
to  ihe  Court  for  their  momentary  al  fence,  as  not  expecting  the 
bufmefs  of  the  v^ourt  to  begin  fo  early.  He  underftood  that  Mr. 
Home  Hocke  had  (rated,  and  truly,  to  the  Court,  the  total  want  of 
communication  between  him  and  his  counfel,  owing  to  his  un- 
expected removal.  He  therefore  confided  in  the  discretion  and 
humanity  of  the  Court,  that  they  would,  in  fome  degree,  remedy 
this  evil,  by  not  proceeding  to  trial  till  Tuefday  next  at  the 
'foontft,  in  order  to  afford  an  interval  for  fuch  communication  be- 
twen  the  Prifoners  and  Counfel  as  was  neceflary  for  their  fafety. 
I  he  Attorney  General  faid,  the  Prifoners  were  duly  apprized 
of  their  being,  to  be  arraigned  as  on  this  day.  Their  removal 
from  the  Tower  to  Newgate  was  arranged  to  take  place  as  late 
as  pcflible,  in  order  to  prevent  their  being  embarrafled  by  inter- 
ruption in  their  communication  with  their  Friends  and  Counfel. 
Of  *he  prefent  objection  he  had  heard  nothing  till  the  prefc-t 
moment,  which  he  was  cenvmced  v\as  tmpicmeuitated,  elfe 
1  e  was  fatitfied  that  the  Counfel  would  not  have  concealed  it 
ficinhim.  As  the  great  cbj<  cl,  however,  he  had  in  view  was, 
that  a  Jury  of  the  Count;}  ihouk:  ultimately  decide  whether  or 
net  thefe  charges  were  well  or  ill  founded,  which  a  Grand  Jury 
had  already  declared  were  not  totally  deititute  of  foundation,  he 
was  ready  to  afient  to  the  delay  proposed,  and  therefore  had  no 
objedi.on,  if  the  Court  fo  willed  it,  that  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hardy 
fhould  (land  over  till  Tuefday. 

The  Court  accordingly  decided  to  poff  pone  the  commence- 
ment of  the  tiials   till   1  \xCt  lay  next.     'Ihe  Attorney  General 

fuggeiied 
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fu<?  gelled  to  the  Court,  either  that  they  muft  meet  on  Monday 
next,  for  which  day  the  Petit  Jury  were  fummoned,  or  elie  they 
mult  be  fummoned  afrefh  for  Tuefday. 

ri  he  Court  directed  that  the  Sheriff  fhould  give  notice  to  the 
Gentleman  of  the  Jury,  that  their  prefence  would  not  be  necef- 
fary  till  Tuefday;  and  that  the  Court  would  meet  on  Monday 
morning  pro  forma,  and  fo  adjourn  over  to  the  following  day, 
then  to  proceed  to  bufmefs. 

The  Court  was  then  adjourned  til]  Monday  next  at  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

SES  IONS-HOUSE,   CLER  KENWELL,  S  ATUR  D  AY,  OCT.  2j. 

Afrer  the  Court  had  adjourned  at  the  Old  Bailey,  it  fat  at 
Clerkefiwell,  at  one  o'clock:,  when  Lord  Chief  Jullice  Eyre 
asked  who  attended  on  the  part  of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  IVhite  immediately  came  into  Court,  and  on  being  asked 
whether  there  were  any  more  bills  ready  to  be  preferred  to  the 
Grand  jury,  aniwered  in  the  negative,  and  that  he  did  not 
know  when  any  more  would  be  ready. 

The  Lord  Prefident,  "  Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury,  I  find  ora 
enquiry  that  there  are  no  more  bills  at  prefeut  ready  to  be  prefented, 
aiid  that  there  is  an  uncertainty  whither  there  are  any  more  to 
be  preferred  to  you.  Under  thefe  circumftauces,  I  am  lure  ths 
Court  are  bound  to  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  i)f  giving  yo:s. 
all  the  relief  they  can,  with  refpecl  to  any  further  attendance  on 
this  very  arduous  fervice. 

"  Before  Id  if  mils  you  for  the  prefent,  under  this  uncertainty  o£ 
meeting  you  again,  it  is  my  duty  to  expreis  my  own  (eufc,  and 
the  ienfe  of  the  whole  Court,  with  refpecx  to  the  obligations 
'which  the  country  owes  you  for  the  punctual  attendance  you 
hai/e  given,  for  the  great  facrihee  you  have  made  of  your  time 
and  perfonal  convenience  to  a  laborious  inveftigation  of  the 
many  complicated  facts  that  have  been  laid  before  you. 

"  Gentlemen,  I  (hall  nowdifmifs  you  for  this  time,  formally 
enjoining  you  to  give  your  attendance  if  you  receive  new  no- 
tice to  attend  on  a  particular  day.  At  the  fame  time,  I  am  not 
without  hopes,  that  this  is  the  lair,  time  I  fhall  have  the  honour 
of  addrelTing  you  in  the  character  of  Grand  Jurymen." 

Forunan.  u  My  Lord,  L  am  dt  fired  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  to  exprefs  their  thanks  to  your  Lordfhip,  ror  your 
obliging  condefcenfion,  in  publiihmg  your  charge  at  rtieir  re- 
queit.  I  am  alfo  defired  by  them  to  thank  the  Sheriffs  for 
their  kind  indulgence,  and  attention  to  our  accommodation." 
The  Court' then  adjourned  to  Monday  the  3d  of  November. 

*•  SESSIONS-HOUSE,  OLD  BALIEY,  MONDAY,    OCT.  27. 

The  Court  met  at  (even,  o'clock  in   the  morning,  pro  forma, 
and  adjourned  till  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  next  Jay. 

THE 


THE 

TRIAL 

OF 

THOMAS    HARDY. 


SESSIONS-HOUSE,  OLD-BAILEY. 

TUESDAY,    OCTOBER  28,    1794. 

THE  Court  met  prccifely  at  eight  o'clock  :  The  Prifoner 
was  put  to  the  Bar,  and  the  names  of  the  Jury  being 
called  over,  and  134  being  prefent,  the  Lord  Preiident  ordered 
them  to  form  the  Panne! . 

The  feveral  Counsel  before  named  appeared  for  the  Crown, 
and  the  following  for  the  Prifoner, 

Hon.  Thomas  Erskine  and  Vicary  Gibbs,  Efq. 

Solicitors,  MefTrs.  Clarksons,  Effex-ftreet,  Strand. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Court  then  addreffed  the  Prifoner. 

Prifoner  at  the  Bar,  thefe  good  men  you  fhall  hear  called,  are 
thofe  that  are  to  appear  between  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King 
and  you,  on  the  tral  of  your  life  or  death-,  if,  therefore,  you 
will  challenge  them,  or  any  of  them,  you  mult  challenge  them 
as  they  come  to  the  book  to  be  fworn,  and  before  they  are  fworn, 
and  you  fhall  be  heard. — The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call 

Major  Rhode,  of  Lemon-ilreet,  Goodman's- fields,*Efq.  and 
fugar-baker. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Charles  Digby,  Mare-rtreet,  Hackney,  Efq. 

Air.  Erskine.   I  challenge  him. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  Let  the  challenges  be  made  public, 
that  we  may  knoiw  who  is  challenged. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  have  no  objection ;  but  the  Court  being  fo 
full  I  was  not  willing  to  give  the  gentlemen  the  trouble  of  get- 
ting into  the  boxes. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  defire  not  that  the  gentleman  fhould 
come  out  of  his  place  ;  but  I  defire  that  the  challenges  may  be 
publicly  made. 

Thomas  Martin,  oilman,  King  Edward-ftairs,  Wapping, 
Sworn. 

George  Jeffreys,  of  the  Strand,  jeweller  and*  filverfmith, 
Sworn. 

Hugh  French,  of  Rathbone-place,  Efq.  and  apothecary. 

Mr.  Erskine.   I  challenge  him. 

Robert  Mellifli,  of  Limehoufe,  fhip-builder. 

Mr.   Erskine.   I  challenge  this  Juror. 

William  Harwood,  of  Han  well,  Efq. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  challenge  him. 

James  Hagarth,  of  Southampton-place,  New- road,  Efq.'and 
builder. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  challenge  him. 

Mr,  Ersklne.  I  challenge  him. 

Robert  Lewis,  of  North-end,  Fulham,  Efq. — Having  the 
gout  on  me,  I  would  beg  leave  to  be  excufed. — Excufed, 

John  Walker,  of  Kenfington-fquare,  Efq. — Sworn. 

George  Wade,  of  Southampton-row,  Bloomfbury,  flock- 
broker. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  challenge  him. 

Thomas  Buck,  of  Acton,  Efq. — Sworn. 

Thomas  Ayliffe,  of  Kenfington-fquare,  Efq. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Thomas  Wood,  of  Hanging-hill,  Ealing,  Efq.  and  coal- 
merchant. —  Sworn. 

Mark  Hudfon,  of  Bow,  Efq.  and  brewer. 

Mr.  Erskine.  1  challenge  him. 

John  Mandell,  of  Southampton-place,  gent. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Henry  Bullock,  this  fide  of  Colnbrook. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  challenge  him. 

John  Povvfey,  of  Poplar,  carpenter  and  furveyor. 

Mr.  Erskine,  I  challenge  him. 

George  Capes,  Efq. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Thomas  Rhodes,  of  Hampftead-road,  cow-keeper. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Edward  Helme,  of  Parfons-yard,  Efq.  Kenilngton. — I  am 
not  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex* 

Meffrs.  Martin,  Jeffreys,  and  Walker,  who  before  had  been 
fworn,  then  obferved,  that  they  were  not  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  and  that  they  would  have  mentioned  it 
before,  but  they  did  not  know  it  would  excufe  them. 

Court    Then  you  may  withdraw. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  do  not  make  the  objection. 

Court.  Such  of  the  gentlemen  that  are  not  freeholders  of  th« 
county  of  Middlefex,  mult  withdraw. 

Thomas  Martin. 

2%K  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  this  county. 

Mr.  Martin.  My  freehold  is  in  the  city  of  London,  in  Cow- 
lane,  Weft-Smithheld 

Court.   You  may  withdraw. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  Have  you  any  copyhold  eftate  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex. 

Mr.  Martin.  No,  none. 

George 
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George  JefFerys  of  the  Strand. — I  am  not  a  freeholder  of  the 
County  of  Midolefex. 

Court.  Then  that  gentleman  may  withdraw. 

John  Walker,  of  Kenfington-^quare,  £fq, 

J^K  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  County  of  Middlefex  ? 

Air.  Walker.  I  am  not. 

Jeffery  Holmes,  of  Young-ttreet,  Efq. 

Mr.  Altorury  General.  1  challenge  him. 

William  hRASER,  of  Queen-fquare,  Bloomfbury,  Efq. 

3\   Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

Mr.  Frafer.  I  am.— Sworn. 

ApAey  Pellat,  of  St.  John's-ffxeet,  Clerken well,  ironmonger. 

3    Are  you  a  freeholder  ? — I  am  not. 

Hugh  Ronalds,  of  Brentford,  Efq.  nurferyman. 

&  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  this  county  ? 

A.  I  am. 

Mr.  Erskine    I  challenge  him. 

Thomas  Harrifon,  of  Gray's  Inn-lane,  cow-keeper. 

3    Are  vou  a  freeholder  of  this  county  ? 

A    I  am. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Daniel  Gofiet,  of  Edmonton,  Efq.  and  broker. 

J^.   Are  you  a  freeholder  of  this  county  ? 

A.  I  am  not. 

Richard  Meux,  of  Ealing,  Efq.  and  brewer. 

ij>.  Are  you  a  freeholder  or  this  county  ? 

A.  I  am  not. 

Dicker  Saunders,  of  Sunbury. — I  am  not  a  freeholder.  I  am 
one  of  the  people  called  Quakers. 

Calvert  Clapham,  of  Duke-ftreet,  Wcftminfter,  gent. 

3j  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  this  county  r 

A.  I  am  not. 

John  Leader,  of  Tottenham-tlreet,  gent. 

ip.  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Erskine.  Are  you  a  freeholder  and  copyholder  of  the 
value  of  tol.  per  year  r 

A.  Yes.     1  am  a  freeholder  of  10I.  a  year. 

.Mr    Erskine.   !  challenge  him. 

John  Gueft,  of  Clexkenwejl,  Efq.  and  potter. — I  muff  beg 
leave  to  inform  your  Lordihips,  that  fome  time  back,  1  had  a 
dreadful  fall,  which  hach  hinted  me  fo,  that  it  is  impoinble  for 
me  to  fit  two  hours  in  one  pofture. — hxcufed. 

Charks  Fo'.rdrinier,  of  Ch  rmg-cro!s,  itationer. 

jp.  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  .? 

A.  1  am  not. 

Adam 
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Adam  Stsin'metz,  of  Lirr&ehoufej  bifcu't-baker. 

gK  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  vou  ity  of  Ivl  ddlefex  ? 

A.   Yes. 

Q.   Have  you  a  freehold  and  copyhold  of  the  value  of  iol.  a 
year  ? 

^.  Yes. 

Mr    Attorney  General.  Are  you  a  natural  born  fubjedt.  ? 
//.    \  es,   on  , — sworn 

Alexander  Baxter,  of  ;'-  bfofingforj,  Efq. 

j^    Are  you  a  freeholder  of  this  county  ? 

A.   No,  1  am  not. 

Richard  Child,  of  Old-fcreet,  diftilhr. 

j^>.    A  re  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  MiJdlefex  ? 

A.   No,   1  am  not. 

Jeremiah  Blakeman,  of  Limehoufe,  timber-merchant. 

JP.    Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  MidJiCfex  ? 

A.   Yes, 

^K   Are  you  a  freeholder  and  copyholder  to  the  amount  of  lol. 
a  year  ? 

A.   Yes. 

Mr    Erjhine.  I  challenge  him. 

Robert  Kilbv  Cox,  of  Great  Queen-ftreet,  Efq.  and  brewer. 

i^    Have  you  a  freehold  to  the  value  of  jol.  a  year  ? 

A.    Yes. 

Mr.  Er(hine.   I  challenge  him. 

Richard  Hunt,  of  Windmill-lane,  Efq  — lam  not  a  freeholder. 

James  Payne,  of  Tt'rniiam-green,   fc!q. 

£h  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  A-Iiddlefex  ? 

A»  Yes.   1  am  a  freeholder  to  iiie  value  of  more  than  iol.  a 
year. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  challenge  him. 

Newell  Connop,  Difhiier. 

£K  Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A.  I  am. 

J-^.    To  the  value  of  iol.  a  year  ? 

A    Yes. — Sworn. 

William  b'andby,  of  Tec'd'.ngton,  Efq.  and  banker. — A 
fon  fpoke  for  him,  and  begfged  leave  to  audrefs  the  Court  in   be- 
half of  Inm,  that  he  is  76  ye  rs  of  age. — kxcufed. 

John;  Mt.ncER,  of  Uxbridge,  mealmun. 

j^.  Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A-  Yes. 

j^.    Are  you  a  freeholder  to  the  amount  of  iol.  a  year  ? 

A.  Yes. —   worn. 

John  Rickfon,  of  I'-rmitage-frreet,  Wrapping,  cooper. 

£j)  •    Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  lV'iddlefex  ? 

A.  I  am. 

H  %.   To 
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9.  To  the  amount  of  toI.  a  year  ? 

A   Yes.     My  name  is  fpelt  wrnng  in  the  notice  that  I  have 
th<  re  ;  I  fpell  my  name  Rixon,  and  this  is  fpelt  Rickfon. 

Clerk.    U  is  fpelt  right  in  the  pannel. 

Mr   Attorney  General.  I  challenge  him. 

Thjmas  Sayer,  of  Bow,  Efq.  and  dilliller. 

J^    A.re  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A.       es 

£).  Is  your  copyhold  and  freehold  together  to  the  amount  of 
iol.  a  year  ? 

A    Ye  ,  — :  worn. 

Edward  riale,  of  Hi^hgate,  gent. 

J^.   Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A.   Yes,  to  the  amount  of  iol    a  year. 

Mr    Erjkine.  I  challenge  him. 

G  >'-rge  nilingham,  of  St.  John's-ftreet,    Clerkenwell,  K.jq. 
anu  Sop- factor. 

3.   Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A    Yes.' 

&K    I  o  the  amount  of  iol.  a  year  ? 

A    Yes 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Samuel  kudge,  of  Elftree,  Efq.- — I  am  not  a  freeholder* 

William  Perry,  of  Hiilington.  Efq. 

jp    Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A.  I  am. 

<$K  Are  you  a  freeholder  to  the  amount  of  iol.  a  year  r 

A.   I  am. 

Mr.   Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Richard  Gough,  of  Forty-hill,  Enfield,  Efq. 

j^.    Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  ? 

A    Yes. 

jp    To  the  amount  of  iol.  a  year  ? 

2  Yes 

Mr    Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Jofhua  Brooks,  of  New  Road,  Tottenham-court  Road,  dealer 
in  birds. 

£>.  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  ? 

A.  My  freehold  is  in  the  city,  in  the  panfh  of  St.  Dunftan's. 

Thomas  Lawrence,  of  Strand  on  the  Green,  Chifwick,  Efq. 

jp.  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex. 

A    No. 

Richard  Carter,  of  Paddington- (freer,  Efq. 

j^   Are  you  a  freeholder  of  iol.  a  year  ? 

A.  Yes. — Sworn. 

Thomas 


[     59     1 

Thomas  Skipp  Dyott  Bucknell,  Efq.  of  Baker-ftreet,  Port- 
man  fquare. 

*$K   Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A.  I  mult  juft  fpeak  firft.  I  have  been  long  fubjeit  to  a  very 
nervous  cough,  and  I  am  apprehenfive  that  1  cannot  fit  out  a 
very  long  trial,  I  come  to  Ihcw  my  reipedf.  to  the  court ;  i  ana 
a  freeholder,  but  my  name  is,  I  believe,  not  entered  on  trie 
freehold  books. 

Lord  Pref.dcnt.  If  you  really  think  yourfelf  not  abb;  to  (up- 
port  the  fatigue  of  a  long  trial  from  your  ftate  ot  healtft,  I 
fhould,  for  myfelf,  be  inclined  not  to  prefs  you  on  this  fervice, 

Mr.  Bucknell.  I  have  not  been  in  a  play-houfe  for  feven  years, 
merely  from  fear. 

Lord  Prefident.  You  behave  very  honorably  in  paying  a  pro- 
per refpecl  to  the  court,  by  appeirmg,  inftead  of  attempting  to 
make  an  excufe  by  others.  We  leave  it  to  younelf ,  if  you  de- 
fire  tob^excufed  on  account  of  your  ill  health,  you  may. 

Mr.  Bucknell.  As  there  are  many  exceptions,  I  wib  itand  this 
time,  only  do  not  call  on  me  any  more. 

Lord  President.  Then  you  will  ferve  now  ? 

A.  I  will  ferve  now. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  cannot  think  of  preffing  M-.  Bucknell.  I 
challenge  him. 

John  Blackburn,  of  Edmonton,  Efq  and  merchant. 

£K   Have  you  a  freehold  ? 

A.  Yes,  of  iol.  a  year. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Samuel  Mills,  of  Moorfields,  weaver. — I  am  or.ty  the  ten-nt 
in  pofTefuon.  I  am  not  of  age  till  [  am  thirty  fi»e,  by  my  fa- 
ther's will.  My  father  left,  in  his  will,  all  hiseftate  to  my  bro- 
ther and  me,  and  appointed  truliees ;  and  we  are  not  of  a^e  till 
we  are  thirty-five. 

James  Oliphant,  of  Cockfpur-flreet,  hatter.— I  am  upwards 
of  feventy  years  of  age. 

Jofeph  Bird,  of  Cock-hill,  Ratcliffe,  Efq — lam  not  a  free- 
holder. 

John  Dorwill. — He  is  not  here. 

Thomas  Powell,  of  Tottenham-high-crofs,  Efq.  and  mer- 
chant. 

3.    A  re  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A.   i  am. 

JP.  To  the  amount  of  iol.  a  year? 

A.   I  am. 

Mr   Erskine.   I  challenge  him. 

WijHam  Emerfon,  of  Bufli-hiH,  Enfield,  rfo 

i  : ■  u-  a  \  U^h-,1..-  ;  ■  ;  .•■..■ 

A.  No. 
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James  Cook,  Efq. — J  an  not  a  freeholder. 

Nathaniel  StoN/  kd,  of  Bromley,  brewer. 

.9.   Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middltfex. 

A.  i  am 

£%j  T«<  the  amount  of  iol.a  year  ? 

A.  lam. —   worn. 

Jofeph  iV?awley,  of  T<  -    nharr.-ilreet,  gent. 

i; ■'.   Are  y&u  a  freeholder    i  the  county  of  Middlefex  ? 

A.   I  am  not. 

Thomas  Allen,  of  B  \x\   ftreet,  Eaft-Smithfield,  brewer. 

jf\   Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.   To  the  amount  of  10I.  per  year  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Erskine,   I  challenge  him. 

John  linker,  of  haling,  Efq. 

S$j  Are  you  a  freeholder,  Sir  ? 

A.  I  am. 

j^.  To  the  amount  of  jol  a  year? 

A.  J  am. 

Mr-    Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

William  Row,  of  Tottenham-high-Crofs,  Efq. 

Q.  Are  you     freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middtefex? 

A.   I  ^  m  nor. 

j   tries  Smith,  of  Ealing,  Efq. 

j^   Arc  vou  a  freeholder  ? 

^    Yes 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

B  yan  Marfhall,  of  Kammerfmith,  gent. 

j9     Are  you  a  freeholder  ( 

A.  *    s. 

*;      i  o  the  amount  of  10I.  a  year  ? 

^  Yes. 

IV'  ■  nge  him. 

j        1  .j  '   icoll,  Isle.f'owii,  V/iifden,  gentleman  farmer. 

^.'     ••'  re  •  ou  a  freeholdei  ? 

A. 

j?\  To  the  amount  of  iol.  a  year  ? 

A.   Yes,  I  am. — Sworn. 

Thomas  Bird,  of  Limehoufe,  diftillef.— I  am  not  a  freeholder. 

Robefct  Vincent,  of  Ealing,  Efq. — J  am  not  a  freeholder. 

David  Roberts,  of  \  ahng,  Efq. 

£K  Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A.      am- 

3.  To  the  amount  of  id.  a  year? 

2  Yes. 

Mr.  Erskine,  I  challenge  him. 

John 
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John  Rudge,  I  am  above  jo  years  of  age. 

George  Brooks,  Efq.  an:l  banker,  Green-ftreer,    Grofvenor- 
Square. 

JjK   Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A    \  am  not. 

William  Arnold,  of  Queen-Square,  Efq. 

J$K  Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A.  I  am  not. 

Thomas  Nixon,  of  New  Ormond-ftreet,  Efq.  and  merchant. 

&K  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  ? 

A.  No. 

Thomas  Smith,  of  Upperfide,  Ealing,  Efq.  and  diftiller. 

iP.   Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  ? 

A'.  I  am. 

J^.  Of  iol.  a  year? 

A.    Yes. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

John  Charkington,  of  Mile  End,  Efq.  and  brewer. 

£K   Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  ? 

A.   Yes,   cf  i oh  a  year. — Sworn. 

George  Rigby,  of  Stoke  Newington,  Efq.  and  Irifh  factor.— 
I  am  no  freeholder. 

Thomas  Allen,   Kafir  End,   Finchley. 

£$j  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  ? 

A.   Yes,  of  iol.  a  year. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  mail  challenge  this  gentleman,  I  fee  he  is  in 
a  convenient  place. 

Andrew  Burt,  of  Charlotr.e-ff.reet,  Wapping,  Efq. 

j9.  Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A.   Yes,  of  icl.  a  year. 

Mr,  Attorney  Generui.  1  challenge  him. 

Charles  Smith,  of  Bromley,  diihller. 

£K  Are  you  a  freeholder? 
.     A.    Yes. 

j^.    \  re  you  a  copyholder  and  freeholder  together  to  the  value 
of  >  j1.  a  year  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Ml  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Archibald  Paxton,  of  Buckingham-ftreet,  wine  merchant. 

£>.   Are  yeu  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  I 

A    Yes. 

£>.    To  the  amount  of  iol.  a  year  ? 

A.   Yes. 

Mr.  Erskine.  And  I  challenge  him  too. 

Ralph  K.eddy. — I  am  no  freeholder. 

John  Hoifley,  of  Bull's    Crofs,   Enfield,   Efq. — I    am  no 
freeholder. 

William 
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William  Nicholl,  a  farmer,  Harlefdown-hill,  near  Harrow* 

j^   Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  To  tne  value  of  id.  a  year  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Erskine.  T  challenge  him. 

Edward  Franklin,  of  VVilfden,  farmer. 

j^.  Are  you  a  freeholder  ? 

A.  Yes. 

i^.  To  the  value  of  iol.  a  year  ? 

A.  Yes ;  1  am  upwards  of  66  years  of  age,  and  I  have  got  fuch 
a  complaint  in  my  bowels,  that  I  do  not  know  how  to  Hand. — 
Excufed. 

Michael  Henley,  of  Wapping.  coal-merchant. 

f,   Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  \ 
Yes. 

£>.  To  the  value  of  iol.  a  year. 

A.  Yes.  _ 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

JofH  Ihompfon,  of  Chifwick,  brewer. 

J^.  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  ? 

A.  Yes,  iol.  a  year. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  Mr.  Thompfon.  Be  fo  good  as 
to  aft:  Mr.  Thompfon  whether  his  freehold  is  in  Middlefex  I 

A.  It  is. 

ij\  And  not  in  London  ? 

A.  No. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  challenge  him. 

Joseph  AiNSLEY,of  Broad-ftreet,  St.  George's  in  the  Eail, 
coal-merchant. 

j^  Are  you  a  freeholder  of  the  county  of  Middlefex  ? 

A-  Yes. 

Q.  To  the  value  of  i©I.  a  year  ? 

A.   Yes. — Sworn. 

The  twelve  Jurymen  fworn  to  the  trying  of  the  caufe,  were 
as  follow : 


Thomas  Buck, 
Thomas  Wood, 
William  Fraj-er, 
Adam  Stf. inmet?-, 
Newell  Con  nop* 
John  Mercer, 


Thomas  Sayer, 
Richard  Carter, 
Nathaniel  Stonard, 
Joseph  Nicoll, 
John  Charrjngton,  and 
Joseph  Ainsley. 


The  indictment  was  then  read  over  to  the  Jury,  and  the  Prt- 
foner  given  them  in  charge,  informing  them  that  he  had  put  hirn- 
felf  on  his  trial,  on  God  and  his  country,  which  country  they 
■were,  and  their  charge  was  to  enquire  whether  he  is  Guilty  or 

not; 
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not ;  if  they  found  him  guilty,  they  were  to  enquire  what  good?, 
lands,  and  tenements,  he  had  at  the  time  he  committed  the  trea- 
fon ;  and  if  they  found  him  not  guilty,  they  were  to  enquire 
whether  he  fled  for  it,  an.1  if  they  found  he  fled,  then  they  were 
to  enquire  what  goods,  lands,  and  tenements,  he  poiTeffed  at  the 
time  of  fuch  flight. 

The  Indictment  was  opened  by  Mr.  Wood,  as  follows  : 
Gentlemen  of  the  jury, 

This  is  an  indictment  againft  the  Prifoner,  Thomas  Hardy,  at 
the  Bar,  who,  together  with  John  Hornc  Tooke,  John  /lugujius 
Bonney,  Stewart  Kyd,  "Jeremiah  Joyce,  Thomas  Irardle,  Thomas 
Holer  oft,  John  Richter,  Matthew  Moore,  John  Thelwall,  Richard 
Hodgfon,  and  John  Baxter,  in  the  indictment  are  charged  that 
they  traiteroufly  confpired,  compafTed,  imagined,  and  intended  to 
ftir  up,  move,  and  excite  infurrection,  rebellion,  and  war  againft 
our  Lord  the  King,  and  to  fubvert  and  alter  the  legiflative  rule 
and  government  now  duly  and  happily  effablifhed  in  this  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain,  and  to  depofe  our  faid  Lord  the  King 
from  the  Royal  ftate,  title,  power,  and  government  of  this  king- 
dom, and  to  put  and  bring  our  faid  Lord  the  King  to  death. 

The  firft  overt  act  charged  on  this  indictment  is,  that  they 
met,  confpired,  confulted,  and  agreed  among  themfelves,  and  to- 
gether with  divers  other  falfe  traitors,  to  caufe  and  procure  a 
Convention  and  Meeting  of  divers  fubjects  of  our  faid  Lord  the 
King,  to  be  afiembled  and  held  within  this  kingdom,  with  in- 
tent and  in  order  that  the  perfons  to  be  afiembled  at  fuch  Con- 
vention and  Meeting,  fhould  and  might,  wickedly  and  traiter- 
oufly, without,  and  in  defiance  of  the  authority,  and  againft  the 
will  of  the  Parliament  of  this  kingdom,  fubvert  and  alter,  and 
caufe  to  be  fubverted  and  altered  the  legiilative  rule  and  govern- 
ment now  duly  and  happily  elrablifhed  in  this  kingdom,  and  de- 
pofe and  caufe  to  be  depofed  our  faid  Lord  the  King  from  the 
Royal  ftate,  title,  power,  and  government  thereof. 

The  fecond  overt  act  charged  is,  that  they  did  compofe  and 
write,  and  did  then  and  there  malicioufly  and  traiterouflv  caufe 
tobecompofed  and  written,  divers  books,  pamphlets,  letters,  in- 
ftruction?,  refolutions,  orders,  declarations,  addrelTes,  and  writ- 
ings, and  did  then  and  there  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly  publifh 
and  did  then  and  there  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly  caufe  to  be 
publifhed  divers  other  books,  pamphlets,  letters,  inftructions,  re- 
futations, orders,  declarations,  adareifes  and  writings,  fo  refpec- 
tively  compofed,  written,  and  publifhed,  and  caufed  to  be  com- 
pofed,  written,  and  publifhed,  purporting  and  containing  therein, 
among  other  things,  incitements,  encouragements,  and  exhorta- 
tions to  move,  induce,  and  perfuade  the  fubjects  of  our  faid  Lord 
the  King  to  chooie,  depute,  and  fend,  and  caufe  to  be  chofen,  de- 
puted, and  lent,  perfons  as  delegates,  to  compofe  and  conftitute 

fuch 
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fuch  Convention  and  Meeting  as  aforefaid,  to  be  fo  hold  en  as 
aforefaid,  for  the  traiterous  purpofes  aforefaid. 

The  third  overt  a£t  is,  that  they  traiteroufly  did  confult  and 
deliberate  among  themfelves,  and  together  whh  divers  other  falfe 
traitors,  of  and  concerning  the  calling  ar$  afiernbliiig  lueft  Con- 
vention an  i  Meeting  as  aforefaid,  for  the  traiterous  purposes 
afor.faid,  and  how  and  when  fuch  Convenri  n  and  Meeting 
fiiould  be  affembled  and  hel^,  and  by  what  means  the  fubjects  of 
our  faid  Lord  the  King  inould  and  might  oe  induced  and  moved 
to  lend  perfonsas  delegates  to  compofe  and  conftitute  ihe  fame. 

The  fourth  overt  act  is,  that  they  traiteroufly  did  confent  and 
agree  among  themfelves,  and  with  other  falfe  traitors,  that  Jere- 
miah Joyce,  John  Aug&Jtks.  Bvnney,  "John  Home  1-ooket  Thvms 
IVardle,  M.itthew  Moore,  John  Thdwall,  John  Baxter,  Richard 
Hodgfon,  one  John  Lovatt,  one  William  Sharp,  and  on?  John 
Pearjon,  fhould  meet,  confer,  and  co-operate  among  themfelves, 
and  together  with  divers  other  falfe  traitors,  whole  names  are 
to  t;:e  faid  Jurors  unknown,  for  and  towards  the  calling  and 
afiembling  fuch  Convention  and  Meeting  as  aforefaid,  for  the 
traiterous  purpofes  aforefaid » 

The  fifth  overt  add:  is,  that  they  traiteroufly  did  caufe  and  pro- 
cure to  be  made  and  provided,  and  did  then  and  there  malicioufly 
and  traiteroufly  confent  and  agree  to  the  making  and  providing 
of  divers  arms  and  offenfive  weapons,  to  wit,  guns,  mufquet  , 
ph:es,  and  axes,  for  the  purpu'fe  oi  arming  divers  fubjecis  of  our 
faid  Loru  the  King,  in  order  and  to  the  intent  that  the  fame  fub- 
jedts  fhould  and  might  unlawfully,  forcibly,  and  traiteroufly  op- 
pofe  and  withfland  our  faid  Lord  the  King  in  the  due  and  lawful 
exercife  of  hie  royal  power  and  authority  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  and  inould  and  might  unlawfully, 
forcibly,  and  traiteroufly  fubvert  and  alter,  and  aid  and  aflift  in 
fubverting  and  altering  without  and  in  defiance  of  the  authority 
and  againit  the  will  of  the  Parliament  of  this  kingdom,  the  legi- 
slature, rule,  and  government  now  duly  and  happily  eftablifhed 
in  this  kingdom,  and  depofe,  aid  and  alfift  in  dnpoung  our  faid 
Lord  the  King. 

The  fixth  overt  ait  is,  that  they  did  confpire,  confult,  and 
agree  nnong  themfelvs,  and  with  divers  other  falfe  traitors,  to 
raife,  levy,  and  make  iiilurreffion,  rebellion,  and  war  within  this 
kingdom  oi  Great  Britain,   againit  our  faid  Lord  the  King. 

J  he  feveath  overt  act  is,  that  they  trait  roufly  did  confpire, 
confult,  and  agree  among  themfelves,  an!  together  with  divers 
other  f.-iile  traito  c,  to  fubvert  and  niter,  and  caufe  to  be  fub verted 
and  altered,  the  legiflature,  rale,  and  government  now  duly  and 
happily  eftablifhed  in  this  kin  1  >ro,  and  10  depofe  and  caufe  to 
be  depofed  our  faid  Lord  line  King  from  the  iloyal  itate,  title, 
power,  and  government  of  this  kingdom. 

The 
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The  eighth  overt  adt  is,  that  they  did  tralteroufly  caufe  and 
procure  to  be  prepared  and  compofed,  divers  books,  pamphlets, 
letters,  declarations,  inftrudlions,  refolutions,  orders,  addrefles, 
and  writings,  and  did  then  and  there  malifiioufly  and  traiteroufly 
caufe  and  procure  to  be  publifhed  and  difperfed,  divers  other 
books,  pamphlets,  letters,  declarations,  inflrudlions,  refolu- 
tions, orders,  addrefles,  and  writings,  the  faid  feveral  books, 
pamphlets,  letters,  declarations,  inftrudtions,  refolutions,  or- 
ders, addrefles,  and  writings,  fo  refpedtively  prepared,  compofed, 
f)ublifhed,  difperfed,  and  caufed  to  be  prepared,  compofed,  pub- 
ifhed,  and  difperfed  as  laft  aforefaid,  purporting  and  containing 
therein  (amongft  other  things)  incitements,  encouragements,  and 
exhortations,  to  move,  induce,  and  perfuade  the  fubjedts  of  our 
faid  Lord  the  King  to  aid  and  aflift  in  carrying  into  effedt  fuch 
traiterous  fubverfion,  alteration,  and  depofition  as  laft  aforefaid, 
and  alfo  containing  therein,  among  other  things,  information, 
inftrudlions,  and  directions  to  the  fubjedts  of  our  faid  Lord  the 
King,  how,  when,  and  upon  what  cccafions  the  traiterous  pur- 
pofes  laft  aforefaid  fhould  and  might  be  carried  into  effedt. 

The  ninth  and  laft  overt  adt.  is,  that  they  did  procure  and  pro- 
vide, and  did  then  and  there  traiteroufly  caufe  and  procure  to  be 
provided,  and  did  then  and  there  malicioufly  and  traiteroufly 
confent  and  agree  to  the  procuring  and  providing  arms,  and  of- 
fenfive  weapons,  to  wit,  guns,  mufquets,  pikes,  and  axes, 
therewith  to  levy  and  wage  war,  infurredtion,  and  rebellion 
againft  our  faid  Lord  the  King,  within  this  kingdom,  againft 
the  duty  of  their  allegiance,  and  againft  the  peace  of  our  faid  Lord 
the  now  King,  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  againft  the  form  of 
the  ftatute  in  that  cafe  made  and  provided.  To  this  lndidtment 
the  Priloner  has  pleaded  Not  Guilty,  whereupon  the  iflue  is 
joined. 

The  Cafe  was  then  opened  in  the  following 

SPEECH  OF  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL.* 

May  it  pie  of e  your  Lordjhip, 
Gentlemen  of  the  Jury;  In  the  courfe  of  ftating  what  I 
have  to  offer  to  your  moft  ferious  attention  in  the  great  and 
weighty  bufinefs  before  you,  affedting  fas  it  certainly  does)  the 
deareft  interefts  of  community,  and  afFedling  (as  you  will  re- 
member throughout  this  bufinefc)  every  intereft  which  can  be  va- 
luable totheprifonerat  the  bar,  I  (hall  have  frequent  occalion  to 
call  that  anxious  attention  to  the  different  parts  of  the  indidtment 
which  has  juft  been  opened  to  you.  1  forbear  to  do  fo  at 
this   moment,  becaufe  I  think  that  attention  will  be  more  ufe- 

I  fully 


opening 


Some  references  to  the  Reports  of  the  Secret  Commitee  are  omiued  in   th't 
ing,  which  will  be  introduced  to  more  advantage  in  the  courfe  of  the  eviJence. 
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fully  given  and  required,  both  with  refpect  to  the  public  and  to 
the  prifoner,  in  another  part  of  what  I  am  now  going  to 
ftate. 

Gentlemen,  the  prifoner  who  is  before  you  ftands  charged  (to 
ftate  the  indictment  generally)  with  the  offence  of  comparing  his 
Majefty's  death.  He  was  committed  on  that  charge  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Privy  Council.  I  will  explain  to  you  why  I  Hate  thefe 
and  the  following  fa£ts.  In  confequence  of  the  apprehenfion  of 
this  prifoner,  and  of  feveral  others  charged  by  this  indiftment, 
and  of  others  whofe  names  do  not  occur  in  it,  proceedings  of 
fome  notoriety  were  had  in  parliament,  and  an  a£t  puffed, 
empowering  his  Majefty  to  detain  fuch  perfons  as  lv;  fufpeclcd 
were  confpiring  againft  his  government :  that  aci  afferted, 
that  a  traiterous  and  deteltable  confpiracy  had  been  formed 
for  fubverting  the  exiftmg  laws  of  this  country,  and  for 
introducing  that  fyftem  of  anarchy  and  conlufion,  which  hath  fo 
fatally  prevailed  in  France.  The  ac~t,  on  the  fpur  of  emer- 
gency, was  to  authorife  his  Majefty's  Privy  Council  in  the 
detenfion,  without  mainprize  or  difcharge,  of  the  prifoners 
then  in  cuftody  for  high-treafun  or  trealonable  practices,  or  who 
fhould  afterward  be  apprehended  under  fuch  circumftances,  till 
the  ftrft  of  February,  1795. 

Gentlemen,  this  meafure,  which  did  not  fufpend  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Habeas  Corpus  act,  that  grand  palladium  of  Englifh 
liberty,  but  with  reference  to  particular  perfons,  under  particu- 
lar commitments,  for  particular  offences,  is  a  meafure  never  ad- 
mitted in  this  country  by  Parliament,  but  in  cafes  in  which,  after 
giving  all  pufiible  attention  to  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of  the 
fubjecl:  from  being  broke  in  upon,  it  is  found  to  be  the  laft  pof- 
fible  neceflity,  and  which  hath  been  repeatedly  put  in  force  in 
the  belt  of  times,  in  feveral  cafes  where  the  wifdom  of  Parlia- 
ment apprehended  it  was  confident  with  the  meafure  of  their 
duty,  that  the  nation  fhould  part  with  it's  liberty  for  a  while,  that 
it  might  not  lofe  it  forever. 

Gentlemen,  appearing  before  you  this  day  in  the  difcharge  of 
that  duty  which  1  have  given  me  to  execute,  and  the  execution  of 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary,  as  you  will  col- 
lect from  the  facts  which  I  fhall  lay  before  you  this  day,  I  have  to 
obferve.that  according  to  the  true  conftitutional  meaning  of  fuch 
an  Act  of  Parliament, it  is  not  that  the  trial  of  fuch  perfons  fhould 
be  delayed  during  the  particular  days  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Act, 
but  that  the  Act  fhould,  with  reference  to  the  time  of  trial,  be 
allowed  in  the  right  execution  of  it ;  and  it's  operation  only 
fhould  be  of  that  extent,  which  a  due  conlideration  of  the  public 
Safety,  tempered  with  a  due  attention  to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecl, 
may  require. 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen,  the  proceedings  of  the  Legiflature  having  been 
fuch  as  I  have  dated  to  you,  his  Majefty,  in  the  exercife  of  his 
duty,  as  the  grand  confervator  of  the  public  peace,  directed  a 
commiffion  to  iftue,  to  enquire  whether  any  fuch  treafons  had 
been  committed  by  any  perfons,  and  by  whom.  In  the  execu- 
tion of  the  duties  of  that  commifilon,  a  Grand  Jury  of  this 
country  hath  declared,  on  their  oath,  that  there  is  ground  of 
charge  again  ft  the  perfon  at  the  bar,  and  againft  others,  fufrlcient 
to  call  on  them,  on  a  trial  to  be  had  before  you,  their  country, 
to  anfwer  to  an  accufation  for  High  Treafon,  in  compafllng  his 
Majefty's  death. 

1  have  ftated  thefe  circumftances  to  convey  to  you  in  as  ftrong 
terms  as  I  can  exprefs,this  obfervation,  that  no  proceedings  of  par- 
liament ought  to  have,  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  no  deliberation 
which  they  gave  to  the  fubjecl,  had  any  influence  on  the  judicial 
mind  ot  a  Grand  Inqueft  ;  neither  ought  thefe  proceedings  to 
afredt.  your  enquiry,  or  influence  you,  in  the  determination  which 
you  are  to  make,  on  the  illue  you  are  now  fworn  to  decide  upon  ; 
and  there  is  not  one  circumflance  .of  any  proceedings  before 
parliament,  with  reference  to  which  you  ought  to  differ 
your  minds  to  be  influenced  in  the  trial  or  decifion  of  the  cafe 
before  you. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  obvious,  that  fuch  proceedings  as  were  had 
in  parliament,  providing  for  great  emergencies,  may  be  required 
and  authorifed  by  the  genuine  fpirit  of  the  Legiflature,  even  in 
cafes  in  which  the  Grand  Jury  might  not  be  juftified  in  finding 
a  bill  of  indictment.  It  is  much  more  obvious,  that  in  a  pro- 
ceeding before  you,  the  wifdom  and  the  propriety  of  the  legiflature 
is  not  at  all  involved.  You,  therefore,  gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  will  con- 
fider  the  prifoner,  as  (landing  before  you,  in  the  full  polTeftion  of 
an  abfolute  right  to  the  prefumption  of  innocence,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  charge  in  this  indictment  ;  except  fo  far  as  that  pre- 
fumption is  met  by  the  itmple  fadl  that  he  hath  been  ac- 
cufedof  by  a  Grand  Juiy  of  his  country:  and, before  I  conclude 
thefe  obfervations,  permit  me  to  fay,  that,  if  any  thing  has 
fallen  under  your  confideration  by  a£ts,  or  publications,  that 
may  have  turned,  or  made  any  attempt  to  influence  your 
minds,  or  any  thing  that  may  this  day  fall  from  any  of  thofe 
employed  to  try  this  grand  canfe,  you  will  not  fufFer  it  to 
work  any  prejudice  on  your  minds,  either  againft  the  prifoner, 
or  on  the  pri (oner's  behalf:  on  the  contrary,  I  am  perfectly 
Aire,  that  your  integrity  will  be  a  fecurity  to  the  public.  You 
will  not  let  any  attempt  of  that  kind  make  anv  imprefilon  on 
your  breads  ;  and,  I  need  not  afk  an  Engliih"  jury  not  to  per- 
mit themlelves  to  be  influenced  againft  the  prifoner  at  the  bar, 
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tho'  an  ill  executed  attempt  might  be  made  to  influence  them 
in  his  favour. 

Gentlemen,  in  order  that  you  may  underftand  the  law  of  trea- 
fon,  as  laid  in  the  indictment,  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  firft  to 
ftate  to  you  the  character  of  the  great  perfonage,  which,  I  ap- 
prehend, is  neceflary  for  the  protection  of  thofe,  whofe  perfon 
and  government  the  ftatute  avers  it  is. 

Gentlemen,  the  power  of  the  ftate,  by  which  I  mean  the 
power  of  making  laws,  and  enforcing  the  execution  of  them 
when  made,  is  vefled  in  the  King ;  enacting  laws  in  one  capa- 
city, that  is,  in  his  legiflative  character,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Com- 
mons in  Parliament,  aiTembled  in  parliament,  according  to  the 
law  and  conftnutional  cuftom  of  England  ;  and  in  the  other  ca- 
pacity, by  executing  the  law  when  made,  himfelf  fubfervient 
to  the  law,  and  acting  with  the  advice  thereof,  when  it  hath 
been  fo  made. 

Gentlemen,  the  King's  authority  under  the  check  of  con- 
ftitutional  and  legal  provifions  and  limitations,  convenes  and 
regulates  the  duration  and  exiftence  of  parliament ;  convening 
thofe,  whom,  according  to  the  law  and  cuftom  of  the  country, 
he  is  bound  to  convene.  The  King  in  parliament,  fitting 
in  his  royal  political  capacity,  3nd  the  Lords  and  Commons 
there  aflembled,  form  the  body  politic  of  this  kingdom,  by  which 
is  exercifed  fovereign  authority  in  legiflation.  While|  the  pre- 
fent  law,  the  prefent  conflitution,  and  prefent  government  of 
Great  Britain  exifts,  no  law  can  be  made,  but  by  that  authority, 
no  legiflative  power  or  authority  can  be  created  againft  the  will, 
or  in  defiance,  of  that  authority,  whether  in  any,  or  any  where 
conftituted.  An  attempt  to  create  fuch  a  power  is  treafon,  by  the 
ftatute  of  the  25th  of  Edward  the  Third,  for  as  in  the  King  the 
power  of  legiflation  is  vefled,  fo  alfo  is  the  executive  power  of  go- 
vernment to  be  exercifed  with  the  advice  of  parliament,  and  to  be 
exercifed  according  to  trtofe  laws  which  are  the  birth-right  and  in- 
heritance of  '.he  fubject.  Having  on  him  the  care  and  protection 
of  the  community,  to  him,  in  return,  alfo  the  allegiance  of  every 
individual,  according  to  the  law  of  England,  is  due  ;  that  alle- 
giance, by  which  the  fubject  is  bound,  in  the  language  of  the 
ftatutes  of  this  country,  to  defend  him  againft.  all  traiterous  con- 
fpiracies  and  attempts  whatever,  whether  made  again!!  his  perfon, 
crown,  or  his  dignity  ;  it  afcertains  to  whom  this  care  and  pro- 
tection is  commiiied  ;  it  afixrtains  to  whom  this  allegiance  is  due, 
the  breach  of  which,  aceoiding  to  the  opinion  of  the  venerable 
Lord  Hale,  conftituting  High  Treafon  is  necelfary  to  the  peace 
of  the  community  ;  it  alcertains  and  defines  accurately,  what 
conftitutes  a  breach  of  that  allegiance,  fo  elTentially  arui  abfolutely 
fteceflary  to  the  fecurity  of  all  that  your  anceftots  have  claimed, 
'  demanded. 
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demanded,  and  infifted  upon,  as  the  antient  undoubted  rigl.ts 
of  your  country.  The  former  of  thefe  objects  :s  fecured  by  the 
law  and  conititution  of  England,  that  law  which  fecures  to 
you  every  right  you  have,  whether  of  perfon  or  property.  It 
hath  made  the  crown  which  his  Majefty  wears  hereditary, 
fubjeel  to  limitations  by  parliament  ;  and  I  beg  your  attention 
to  that.  The  latter  fubjeel:  hath  been  mo/1  anxioufly.  fecured 
by  the  ftatute  referred  to  in  the  indictment,  which  brings  for- 
ward the  charge  you  are  now  to  try.  The  King  having  this 
hereditary  crown,  the  law  and  the  conititution  has  alfo  de- 
fined his  duties,  thefe  duties  which  it  is  incumbent  on  him  to 
execute  for  the  benefit  of  his  fubjects,  in  the  execution  of  which 
duty,  they  have  aided  him  with  money,  and,  in  confideration  of 
fuch  fervice,  they  have  clothed  him  with  dignity. 

Gentlemen,  with  refpect  to  the  duties  of  the  King,  they  attach 
on  him  the  inftant  he  becomes  fuch;  fo  alfo,  the  moment  hi  s 
title  accrues,  the  fame  inftant  the  duty  of  allegianec  from  the 
fubject  (the  breach  of  which  is  High  Treafon)  attaches  to  him 
he  recognizes  his  duty  in  that  oath  which  he  is  bound  to  take 
on  him  at  his  coronation.,  to  promife,  and  fwear  to  govern  the 
people  of  this  country,  according  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  in 
parliament  agreed  upon,  (mark  the  words)  and  the  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  fame,  that,  to  his  power,  he  will  caufe 
law  and  juitice,  in  mercy,  to  b-i  executed,  that  he  will  maintain 
the  laws  of  God,  and  the  true  profeffion  of  religion  eftablifhed 
by  law.  This  oath,  as  ftated  by  that  great,  venerable  Judge,  Mr. 
Juftice  Fofter,  is  a  public  recognition,  not  only  of  the  duties  of 
the  King,  but  the  fundamental  rights  of  the  people,  thereby 
being  imprelfed  on  him  ;  and  throughout  this  cafe,  it  cannot  be 
too  ftrongly  recollected  that  it  impofes  on  him  the  moll  facred 
obligation,  to  govern  according  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  in  par- 
liament affembled,  and  according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the 
fame,  and  no  other.  Addrefling  this  Court,  which  is  a  Court  nf 
Law,  in  which  you,  the  Jury,  are  fworn  to  make  a  true  deli- 
verance, according  to  the  laws  of  England  ;  can  I  imprefs  it 
too  ftrongly,  and  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  by  poffibility,  that  the 
King  can,  confidently  with  this  o  ;th,  and  with  the  antecedent 
duty,  recognize  any  implicit  engagement,  in  which  the  terms 
of  it  might  engage  him,  either  10  act,  or  can  he  permit  himfelf 
to  a£t,  according  to  the  rules  of  government,  by  any  perfons  ad- 
vice, affiiming  any  character,  functions,  or  iirt'a  ions,  thefe 
rules  ot  government  being  to  operate  as  laws,  the  ftatutes  agreed 
upon  in  parliament,  and  the  laws  and  cuitoms  of  the  lame,  only 
excepted  ;  this  feerns  to  be  a  necellary  concluiion  of  reafoning,  to 
be  addrefTed  to  a  court  of  law,  that  thofe  that  con fp ire,  not  to 
remove  him  out  of  the  government  altogether,  if  they  confpire 
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fo  remove  him  from  that  government,  againft  that  flatute,  if  they 
confpire  to  remove  him  from  the  title,  power,  and  government, 
which  the  indictment,  you  will  find,  prefently  mentions,  it  is  to 
fubvert  and  alter  the  rule  and  government  now  eftablifhed  in 
this  kingdom  ;  he  ought  not  to  fo  govern,  he  cannot  fo  govern,  he 
is  bound  to  refift  fuch  an  attempt  at  the  hazard  of  all  it's  confe- 
quences.  Refinance  neceffarily  produces  depofition,  or  it  en- 
dangers his  life. 

To  the  king,  on  whom  thefe  duties  are  incumbent,  the  law 
and  constitution,  for  the  better  execution  of  them,  has  affigned 
various  councils,  and  refponfible  advice ;  it  hath  clothed  him 
under  various  conftitutional  checks  and  provifions,  with  various 
attributes  and  prerogatives,  as  neceffary  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  civil  liberty  of  the  people ;  it  afcribes  to  him  fovereignty, 
imperial  dignity,  and  perfection  ;  and,  becaufe  the  rule  of  go- 
vernment, in  this  kingdom,  cannot  exift,  for  a  moment,  without 
a  perfon  filling  that  office,  it  afcribes  to  him  alfo,  that  he 
never  ceafes  to  ex i ft.  In  foreign  affairs,  he  makes  war  and 
peace  ;  in  domeftic  concerns,  he  is  a  conftituted  part  of  par- 
liament, he  has  power  to  raife  armies,  and  is  the  great  confer- 
vator  of  the  public  peace,  bound  to  maintain  and  vindicate  the 
greateft  truft  that  ever  was  repofed  in  man  ;  the  fountain^of  ho- 
nour, office,  and  power ;  the  great  arbiter  of  public  caufes, 
and  the  head  of  the  national  charge.  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
thought  amifs  my  (fating  this  much,  becaufe  it  appears,  that 
fuch  are  the  duties  and  prerogatives,  the  fovereign  has,  in 
this  country,  all  exifting  for  the  protection  and  fecurity  of  the 
people,  in  an  eftablifhed  form  of  government.  This  accounts 
for  the  anxiety  with  which  the  law  watches  over  his  perfon  ; 
this  accounts  for  the  erFe6t  of  ever  comparing  his  death  or 
depofition;  as  it  feems  to  co-exift  with  an  intention  to  fubvert 
and  alter  the  conftitution,  it  appears  to  be  a  defign  to  depofe 
him, under  which  the  conftitution  is,  and  by  which  the  exercife  of 
thofe  conftitutional  powers,  appears  to  be  created. 

Gentlemen,  confonant  with  this,  the  tenor  and  language 
of  every  indictment  is  moft  clearly  expreffed.  Lord  Hale 
fays,  that  a  more  high  offence  cannot  be,  than  that  com- 
mitted immediately  againft  the  perfon  and  government  of  the 
King  ;  I  cannot  ftate  it  more  ftrongly  to  you,  or  find  an  authority 
whofe  authenticity  will  be  lefs  queftioned  by  you,  than  when 
I  ftate  to  you  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  counfel  for  my  Lord 
George  Gordon;  indeed,  it  is  no  more  than  what  follows  the 
expoiition  of  the  law  of  England,  as  delivered  by  all  it's  great 
lawyers,  when  it  ftaies  it's  principle  thus,  to  compafs  or  ima- 
gine the  death  of  a  king  ;  fuch  intention  or  purpofe,  (vifible 
only  to  the  great  author  of  our  being)  being  maniiefted  by  fome 
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overt  act,  is  HighTreafon.  This  definition  is  obvioufly  directed, 
not  only  to  a  fecurity  of  his  natural  perfon,  but  to  the  {lability  of 
his  government ;  the  life  of  a  prince  being  fo  interwoven  in  the 
constitution,  that  an  attempt  to  deftroy  the  one,  is  a  rebellious 
confpiracy  againft  the  other. 

Gentlemen,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  ftate  to  you  prefently  what 
is  the  law  for  an  attempt  againft  the  life  of  the  King. 

Gentlemen,  it  feems,  that  before  the  ancient  laws  of  England 
were  changed,  which  even  in  the  cafe  of  a  fubjec"t,  held  the 
intent  to  kill,  homicide,  as  well  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  king, 
the  intent  to  kill  or  depofe  him,  without  proof  of  the  fail, 
(where  meafures  were  taken  to  effect  the  attempt,)  was  treafon  ; 
with  a  difference,  however,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  adls. 

That  is  ftated  again  in  the  words  of  the  great  and  venerable 
authority,  I  mean,  Mr.  Juftice  Fofter,  who  fays,  that  it  was 
with  great  propriety  that  the  ftatutes  of  treafon  retained  the  ri- 
gour of  the  Jaw  in  it's  full  extent  in  the  ofe  of  the  King  ;  in 
the  cafe  of  him,  fays  he,  whofe  life  muft  not  be  in  danger,  be- 
caufe  it  cannot  be  taken  away  by  treafonable  practices,  without 
involving  the  nation  in  blood  and  confufion;  levelled  at  him,  the 
ftroke  is  levelled  at  the  public  tranquillity.  That  I  may  be  fully 
underftood  what  it  is  I  contend  for  in  the  courfe  of  this  trial,  I 
put  you  in  mind  again  of  that  which  I  have  before  ftated,  that 
it  is  abfolutely  and  not  lefs  neceffary  to  the  fecurity  of  in- 
dividuals, than  it  is  for  the  fecurity  of  the  nation  at  large, 
that  the  perfon  and  government  of  the  King  fhould  be  fecured  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  crime  of  high  treafon  fhould  not  be  unde- 
termined, it  mould"  not  be  left  either  undefined  in  the  law  itfelf, 
or  in  theconftrudtion  of  that  law  ;  this  is  not  to  be  collected  merely 
in  this  country  from  reafonings  at  this  time,  obvious  enough  to 
be  fo  collected,  for  the  experience  of  your  anceftors  has  informed 
you,  and  I  beg  toimprefsit  on  your  minds, what  is  to  be  found  in 
their  annals,  in  which  no  man  knew  how  he  ought  tofpeak 
or  to  fay  without  fufpicion  of  high  treafon,  in  the  anxiety  which 
the  preamble  to  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  exprelfes,  and  the 
ftrong  language  which  your  anceftors  ufed,  proves  when  the 
provifion  of  that  ftatute  was  firft  inftituted,  in  the  code  of 
iaws  under  which  we  all  live. 

Gentlemen,  I  admit  too  that  it  may  ultimately  five  your  time, 
that  I  treat  the  fubjeclthus  on  the  ontfet  of  it  ;  that  before  this 
ftatute  was  made,  on  which  the  indictment  now  before  you  pro- 
ceeds, this  neceffity  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fubjecl:  was  not  fuffi- 
ciently  provided  for  ;  and  I  fay  with  that  ftatute  in  ourcode,  with 
thofe  who  fay  it  is  not  yet  furficiently  provided  for,  if  any  con- 
ftrudlion  is  given  to  that  ftatute  which  the  legislation  did  not  in- 
tend it  to  receive  j   it  is  necelfary  on  thefe  heads  to  trouble  you 
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with  fome,  though  few  obfervations.  That  the  law  of  treafon 
fhould  be  determined  and  certain,  is  not  more  neceffary  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  public,  than  that  there  fhould  be  a  law  of  treafon, 
and  that  it  mould  be  faithfully,  fully,  and  firmly  executed.  Every 
ftate  muff,  have  fome  form  or  regimen  of  government ;  it  muft 
be  determined  by  whom,  and  under  what  mode  the  fovereign 
power  is  to  be,  and  exift  in  the  country,  under  which  all  arc  to 
be  fubject.  No  government  can  exift,  except  this  power  is 
placed  fomewhere  ;  and  an  attempt  to  fubvert  that  power  is  an 
attempt  on  the  eftablifhed  law.  It  is  alfo  neceflary,  that  an  at- 
tempt of  that  fort  fhould  be  guarded  againft  being  too  feverely 
handled.  The  offence  againft:  particular  laws  does  not  involve 
the  deftruction  of  the  ltate,  the  deftruction  of  all  laws,  but 
leaves  other  laws  fufficient  for  the  protection  and  fecurity  of 
liberty  and  happinefs. 

This  is  alfo  the  reafoning  of  the  great  Judge  Hale,  who  fays, 
that  the  greatnefs  of  the  offence,  and  the  leverity  of  the  punifh- 
ment  on  high  treafon,  is,  becaufe  the  fafety,  peace,  and  tran- 
quillity of  the  kingdom  is  highly  concerned,  and  the  fafety  and 
prefervation  of  the  perfon,  dignity,  and  government  of  the  King; 
and  therefore  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  have  given  all  poffible  fe- 
curity to  the  King's  perfon  and  government,  and  punifhes  any 
attempt  againft  it  with  the  fevereft  penalty. 

To  defcribe  this  great  offence  is  what  the  fegiflature  in  King 
Edward  the  Third's  time,  propofed  to  perform,  when  they  enac- 
ted the  venerable  and  reverend  ftatute  on  which  this  indictment 
is  founded,  made  for  the  more  precife  definition  of  this  crime,  as 
was  Mated  again  by  the  authority  of  council  ;-it  was  defining  that 
which  by  the  common  law  had  not  been  fufneiently  extended  in 
the  plain  unextended  letter  of  it.  You  will  mark  the  words,  they 
are  thefe  ;  It  was  made  becaufe  the  common  law  was  not  found 
to  be  a  fufficient  protection  to  the  perfon  and  honour  of  the 
fovereign  ;  but  not  only  to  the  perfon  and  honour  of  the  fove- 
reign, but  alfo  an  adequate  fecurity  for  the  laws  committed  to  his' 
execution. 

In  addrefling  a  Jury  in  a  Court  of  Law,  fUorn  to  make  de- 
liverance according  to  that  law  which  conftitutes  the  feat  in 
which  they  fit,  there  are  two  proportions  which  appear  to  be 
clear  in  this;  the  firft  is,  that  I  ought  not  to  do  that  which 
J  cannot  dare  to  think  of  it  myfelf,  to  fay  that  there  has 
been  committed,  under  this  ftatute,  any  offence,  if  the  facts 
of  the  cafe  to  be  laid  before  you,  by  the  plain  manifeff. 
authorized  interpretation  of  the  ftatute,  do  not  conftitute  an 
offence  under  it ;  it  the  ftatute  (hould  feem  to  any  man,  or  to 
you,  not  to  be  a  fufficient  and  adequate  fecurity  to  the  perfonal 
honour  of  the  fovereign,  in  the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  he 
hus,  neverthekfs,  all  the  fecurity  which  the  law  hath  authorized 
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Von  to  give  Ifim,  and  God  forbid  that  you  mould  think  of  giving 
him  any  more  ;  on  the  other  hand  yon  are  bound  by  your  oaths, 
if  this  law  has  been  violated,  and  if  the  fact  of  violation  is 
proved  by  evidence,  convincing  in  its  nature,  and  fuch  in  its  form 
as  the  law  requires  (for  the  law  in  this  cafe  requires  not  only 
convincing  but  formal  inquiry);  and  if  the  evidence  be  fuch  as 
the  law  requires,  in  evidence  and  form,  you  are  bound  to  give 
to  the  prifoner  that  verdict  which  the  ftatute  violated  would  give, 
and  which  the  ftatute  intended  fhould  be  given. 

Men  of  honour  and  confeience  acting  under  the  fanction  of 
a  law,  though  of  different  opinions,  it  mud  take  them  to  the 
fame  conclufion  whilft  judging  of  the  fame  facts  by  the  fame 
law,  whatever  the  principles  of  government  may  be,  however 
they  may  differ  in  the  effect  of  the  facts  lad  down.  In  the  trial 
of  a  perfon  whofe  name  I  fhall  have  abundant  reafon  to  men- 
tion to  you  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  proceedings,  The  author  of 
the  Rights  of  Man,  it  was  judicioufly,  truly,  juhMy,  and  ttrongly 
admitted  in  fa£f,  that  if  the  Jury  had  been  compofed  of,  that 
is,  if  there  were  twelve  fuch  men  of  this  country,  republicans, 
wifhing  to  act  from  confeience,  and  from  the  nature  of  their 
oath,  which  is  to  give  a  verdict  according  to  the  law,  if  they  were 
convinced  that  the  crime  had  been  committed,  no  man  would 
have  the  audacity  to  fay,  that  they  could  be  capable  for  a  mo- 
ment of  not  coming  to  the  conclufion,  which  the  facts  call  for, 
on  the  law  that  they  are  fvvorn  upon. 

The  preamble  to  the  ftatute  on  which  this  indictment  pro- 
ceeds, is  to  tl^j,  following  effect ;  it  ftates  (and  it  ftates  molt 
truly)  that  divers  opinions  had  been  had  before  this  time  (that  is, 
the  time  of  the  25th  of  Edward  III.)  in  what  cafes  treafon  mould 
be  faid,  and  what  not;  the  King  at  the  requeft  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons,  has  made  a  declaration,  that  it  (hall  be  treafon  to 
compafs  or  imagine  the  death  of  ourLord  the  King.  Or  if  any  man  ^ 
do  levy  war  agair.t  our  Lord  the  King  ;  or  if  any  man  be  adhe- 
rent to  the  King's  enemies  in  his  realm,  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort  in  the  realm  or  elfewhere,  and  thereof  upon  fuffkienr 
proof  be  attainted;  by  which  words  is  underftood  to  be  attainted 
by  evidence;  be  attainted  of  open  deed  by  men  of  his  own  con- 
dition. And  then,  gentlemen,  there  is  this,  to  which  you  are 
bound  to  give  your  attention  for  the  fake  of  the  prifoner,  as  well 
as  for  the  fake  of  the  public,  the  interelts  of  both  are  blended  in 
this,  the  act  further  fays,  becaufe  many  other  like  cafes  of  trea- 
fon may  happen  in  time  to  come,  which  cannot  be  thought  of 
nor  declared  at  prefent,  it  is  accorded,  that  if  any  other  cafe 
fuppofed  to  be  treafon,  which  is  not  above  fpeciiied,  doth  hap- 
pen before  any  Judge,  the  Judge  fhail  tarry  without  going  to 
judgment  for  the  treafon,  till  the  caufe  be  ihewed  a#d  declared 
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before  the  King  and  his  Parliament,  whether  it  ought  to  be  judged 
treafon  or  other  felony. 

I  defiie  to  point  out  here,  in  the  moft  marked  way  in  which  I 
can  Hate,  the  anxiety  with  which  the  parliament  wiihed  to  referve 
to  itfelf  the  judgment  of  treafon,  not  being;  treafons  fpecified  in 
the  ftatutc,  but  being  like  treafons,  they  would  not  truftthe  fubjedl 
to  any  court  of  juftice  on  that  point  but  themfelves  ;  it  gives  an 
authenticity  to  the  law  of  England,  on  the  cafe  of  treafon,  a  degree 
of  authority  that  does  not  belong  to  decifions  in  courts  of  judg- 
ment on  any  other  cafe  whatever. 

Gentlemen,  having  read  the  ftatute  to  you,  it  is  not  unim- 
portant as  it  feems  to  me,  to  obferve  that  Hale  and  Fofter,  who 
have  ftated  the  judicial  and  other  expolitions  of  this  ftatute, 
have  ftated  them,  and  expounded  the  ftatute  under  the  weighty 
concluiion  which  they  molt  powerfully  claim,  againft  extending 
this  ftatute  by  parity  of  reafon  ;  this  circumftance  alone  appears 
to  me  to  give  infinite  authority  to  it,  the  expofition  which  they 
{late  of  it  as  found  and  as  being  according  to  the  interpretation 
of  it,  which  the  legiflature  in  Edward  the  third's  time  meant  to 
give  to  it. 

It  may  fave  your  time,  and  that  of  the  court,  if  I  trouble 
you  here  by  reading  the  language  of  my  Lord  Hale,  the  lan- 
guage which  he  holds  as  describing  the  neceility  which  courts 
of  iultice  are  under  to  conftrue  it,  under  the  real  fpecified 
treafon  without  parity  of  conftrudlion  as  to  the  treafon  itfelf, 
when  they  come  to  conftrue  it.  Lord  Hale  ftate:  it  thus  :  Now, 
fays  he,  the  crime  of  high-treafon  is  the  greateft  crime  againft 
.  the  faith  and  duty  we  owe  to  the  fovereign  and  to  human  fociery, 
and  brings  with  it  the  greateft  ;  1  molt  fatal  dangers  to  the  go- 
vernment, as  well  as  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the' kingdom 
or  ftate,  and  is  therefore  defervedly  branded  with  the  higheft  ig- 
nominy, and  fubject  to  the  greateft  penalties.  Yet  by  thefe  hem- 
fiances,  thofe  laws  which  were  before  the  ftatute  of  the  25th  of 
Edward  III.  or  the  firlt  of  Henry  IV.  and  therefore  he  adds,  yet 
it  appears  how  neceflary  it  was  that  there  ihould  be  fome  fettled 
boundary  for  the  crime  of  treafon.  How  dangerous  it  is  to  de- 
part from  that  ftatute,  and  not  to  multiply  and' enhance  crimes 
into  treafon  by  ambiguous  words  ;  and  how  dangerous  it  is  by 
conltrudtion  and  analogy,  to  make  treafons  where  the  letter  of 
the  law  has  not  made  them.  In  another  paffage,  after  having 
given  his  comment  on  this  ftatute,  after  having' ftated  what  are 
the  acls  which  fall  within  the  letter  of  it,  and  the  found  inter- 
pofition  of  it  ;  he  fays,  that  the  great  wifdom  and  care  of  par- 
liament has  been  to  keep  judges  within  the  boundaries  and  ex- 
prefs  limits  of  this  act,  and  not  to  fuffer  them  to  run  beyond  it. 

I  am  perfuaded  as  thole  were  periuaded  that  conducted  the 
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defence  of  mY  Lord  George  Gordon,  that  we  live  in  days  in 
which  the  judges  of  the  country  have  neither  inclination  nor 
courage  to  (tretch  it  beyond  its  limits;  and  thole  who  dare  to 
ftate  it  in  any  place  in  which  they  are  not  authorifed  to  ftate  it 
in,  do  not  that  julhce  to  the  country  which  is  due  to  every 
individual. 

Gentlemen,  having  faid  thus  much,  I  now  fay,  in  order  to  be 
perfectly  underftood,  that  I  do  mod  diftinctly  difavow  making 
any  charge  of  conftructive  treafon  ;  that  I  do  mult  diftinctly, dif- 
avow (rating,  in  this  indictment,  any  like  cafes  of  treafon,  not 
fpecified  in  this  ftatute  ;  I  do  now  molt  diltinctly  difavow  ftating 
accumulative  or  analogous  treafon.  I  do  molt  diftinctly  difavow 
enhancing  by  parity  of  reafon  that  into  treafon  which  is  not  fpe- 
cified in  this  ftatute.  And  the  queftion  between  us  appears  to  be 
diftinclly  this,  whether  the  defendant  is  guilty  of  a  treafon  fpe- 
cified in  the  ftatute,  and  whether  the  evidence  that  is  to  be 
brought  before  you  amounts  to  that  proof,  fatisfaclory  to  your 
minds  and  conferences  (your  minds  and  confciences  being  pre- 
pared to  admit  no  proof  but  what  you  ought  to  receive  under 
the  obligation  of  an  oath)  of  treafon  of  an  open  deed  fpecified  in 
the  ftatute. 

The  indictment  charges  the  defendant  with  comparing  and 
imagining  the  king's  death,  and  with  having  taken  meafures 
to  effect  that  purpofe.  That  I  may  be  thoroughly  understood, 
you  will  permit  me  to  ftate  here  to  you,  that  there  is  a  fettled 
diitinction,  in  the  courfe  of  judicial  practice  in  treafon,  fettled 
for  no  other  caufe,  but  that  there  was  a  manifetl  diftinfcfcpn 
in  treafon,  between  like  treafons,  conftruciive  treafons,  like 
cafes  of  treafon,  analogous  or  accumulated  treafons,  or  various 
overt-acts  of  the  fame  treafon. 

Gentlemen,  the  bufinefs  before  you  is,  whether  the  acts  laid, 
or  overt-acts  of  treafon,  fpecified  in  the  ftatute  and  fpecified  in 
the  indictment,  amount  in  all  their  circumftances  to  open  deed 
done,  by  which  a  perfon  may  be  probably  attainted.  The  fpe- 
cified treafon  is  the  queftion  that  a  Jury  is  to  try.  To  explain 
mvfelf  on  this:  I  take  it  to  be  clear,  and  I  will  not  in  this  itagc 
of  the  bufinefs,  enter  into  the  difcufiion  of  what  I  call  the  clear 
and  eftablifbed  law  of  England  concerning  treafon,  becaufe  I 
will  not  in  a  caie  of  high-trealon  urge  the  matter  any  more  than 
I  woulil  about  a  crime  committed  againft  any  other  ftatute.  I 
will  not  enter  into  the  difcufiion  on  what  is  taken  to  be  the  clear 
and  eitabliihed  law  of  England,  that  which  not  only  lecures  the 
fubject  in  this  refpe£t,  but  without  which  no  power  can  be  faid 
to  exift.  But  I  am  authorifed  to  ftate  to  you,  that  the  form  in 
decifions,  which  for  centuries  have  prevailed,  are  to  be  taken  to 
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be  treafons  from  the  eftablifhed  law  of  the  fact ;  fat  inftance,  de-. 
pofing  the  King, entering  into  meaftires  for  depofing  the  King,  con- 
fpiring  with  foreigners  to  invade  the  kingdom,  going  to  a  foreign 
country  to  give  invitation  for  the  purpofe  of  invading  the  kingdom ; 
confpiring  to  raife  an  infurrection,  either  to  dethrone  the  King, 
or  to  imprifon  the  King,  or  to  oblige  him  to  alter  his  meafures, 
or  to  remove  his  Councilors,  have  been  held  from  the  cftahiifhed 
law  of  the  facl,  and  by  decifions  heretofore  in  Courts  of  Juftice 
to  be  treafon  ;   and,   that  thole  who  intend  to  do  fo  have  been 
guilty  of  overt-acts  of  treafon  to  compafs  the  King's  death  ;  and 
who  will  fuppofe  that  they  were  not  acting  under  the  influence 
of  that  weighty  memento,  which,  they  knew,  ought  to  guide 
thofe  who  are  to  fucceed  them  in  the  feats  of  judgment.     Yet 
I  give  you  this  irr  their  very  words,  which  have  concurred  with 
Parliament  into  the  bargain,  in  the  conftruction  and  expofition 
of  the  (tatute,  that  all   thefe  things  are  overt-acts  of  the  fame 
treafon  that  is  fpecified  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  becaufe  the  law- 
fays,  that  he  that  does  that  which  may   endanger   the   King's 
life,  the  law  holds   him  encompaffing  the  King's  death  ;  if  in 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  the  meafure  which  he  takes  is  in 
purfuance  of  the  purpofe  which,  firft  affecting  the  King  while 
he  lives,   in  the  ordinary  courfe   of  things,    will  bring   him  to 
his  wrave.     This  is  not  raifing  conftructive  treafons  ;   this  is  not 
raifing  treafons  by  analogy;  this  is  not  raifinglike  cafes  of  treafon  ; 
it  is  Hating  overt-acts  of  treafon,  which   are  meafures  taken  in 
purfuance  of  the  treafonable  purpofes  intended:   which  meafures 
may  necelfarily  be  as  Various  in  their  kind,  nay,  muft  necelfarily 
be  as  various  in  their  kind  as  the  ways  and  means  of  which  any 
facts  and  open  deeds  of  the  human   heart  can  manifelt  itfelf  to 
commit  fome  one  or  other  treafons  mentioned  in  the  ftatute. 

Gentlemen,  I  obferved  it  to  you  that  Courts  and  Juries  have 
conftantly  done  this  in  the  execution  of  the  ffatute  under  which 
this  indictment  is  framed;  if  therefore  they  have  done  wrong 
in  doing  th  s,  if  the  interpretation  they  have  made  of  the  ffatutes 
are  not  right,  if  they  have  done  it  againft  the  approbation  of  the 
ftatute,  they  have  done  it  in  the  prefen.ee  and  under  the  eye  of  the 
parliament,  which  have  expreisly  forbidden  them  to  do  it,  the 
conclufion  on  that  is,  they  have  done  it  right. 

Gentlemen,  the  courts  of  law  argue  uniformly  with  acts  of 
parliament  in  this  country  ;  acts  of  parliament  have  been  made 
over  and  over  again,  to  bring  them  back  again  to  the  ftatute  of 
Edward  III.  but  we  have  lived  to  this  hour  and  cannot  find 
that  they  Oiould  fay  that  the  overt-act  fhould  not  be  taken  to  be 
an  act  of  high-treafon  within  the  ftatute,  becaufe  the  ftatutes 
do  not  mention  the  various  manners  by  which  the  human  heart 
may  fhew  its  compafiingof  this  purpofe. 
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But,  gentlemen,  this  is  not  all,  becaufewhat  one  fees  charged 
is  not  only  according  to  the  laws  of  England  ;  but  the  proceedings 
in  parliament  are  a  parliamentary  expofition,  it  I  may  fo  call  it, 
where  the  ftatutes  have  been  thus  conftrued,  and  where  this 
diftinction  between  the  overt-acts,  in  like  cafes  of  treafon,  have 
been  acted  upon,  propofed  by  one  houfe  to  the  orftcr,  and  acted 
upon  by  the  crown  in  executing  the  lentence.  Gentlemen,  the 
diitinction  then  only  is,  a  like  cafe  of  treafon,  is  a  cafe  not 
fpecified  in  the  ftatnte,  but  a  cafe  productive  of  like  mifchief 
fpecified  in  the  ftatnte,  but  a  like  cafe  of  treafon  before  it  be 
proceeded  upon  mult  be  (hewn  to  parliament. 

But  the  facts,  the  open  deeds,  alike  in  nature  and  tendency;, 
but  various  in  their  circumltances,  may  prove  the  fame  inten- 
tion to  exift  in  the  minds ;  that  there  may  be  many  meaiures  to 
execute  the  fame  treafon,  and  the  like  treafon,  appears  in  my 
mind  to  be  obvious. 

Gentlemen,  I  conceive  what  the  treafon  law  fays  is  this, 
■whether  the  jury  are  fully  fatisfled  about  the  evidence  by  which 
they  can  probably  attain  to  the  conclufion,  that  the  act  laid  is 
an  overt-act  of  comparing  the  particular  fpecified  treafon, 
whether  meafures  are  taken  in  purluance  of  and  to  effect  that 
which  is  fpecified  in  the  Indictment. 

I  profefs  for  myfelf  I  am  forry  to  trouble  you  thus  much 
at  large  ;  but  you  will  find  it  hath  an  application  and  a  clofe 
application  to  the  caufe  I  have  to  lay  before  you  ;  this  is  art 
important  public  caufe,  and  therefore  we  fhould  thoroughly 
underitand  it.  I  do  not  know  what  a  conftructive  overt-act  is  ; 
but  I  do  underitand  conftructive  treafons,  levying  war  againft 
his  Majefty,  without  declaring  it  to  be  levying  war  againft  his 
perfon,  is  conftructive  treafon  ;  as  when  men  do  that  which 
will  eventually  effect  the  King's  life,  as  levying  war,  or  pulling 
down  prifons  or  other  houles,  are  conftructive  treafons,  they  are 
levied  againft  his  royal  Majefty,  and  it  hath  been  held  as  con- 
ftructive treafons  by  the  decilions  of  judges  of  the  higheil 
character  ;  this  hath  been  permitted  to  be  proceeded  upon  as 
fuch,  many  had  been  convicted  on  them,  execution  hath  fol- 
lowed, and  no  one  hath  ever  doubted  either  the  law  or  the  juftice 
of  thefe  determinations. 

But  as  for  conftructive  overt-acts  of  compafling  the  King's 
death,  where  the  indictment  lays  the  overt-act,  the  compafling 
the  King's  death,  the  ftep  taken  mult  be  fuch  a  deed  deli- 
berately  done  as  muft  fatj  ,fv  deliberately  the  Jury,  that  there 
was  an  intention  of  dep-ding  or  putting  the  King  in  fuch  cir- 
cumltances, as  according  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  mankind, 
his  life  would  be  in  danger 

Gentlemen,  I  before  Hated  to  you  for  another  purpofe  various 
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acts,  which  are  acts  of  comparing  the  King's  death.  I  will 
again  repeat  them  to  you,  from  that  great  authority  Mr.  Juftice 
Fofter,  "  Entering  inio  any  meafures  for  depofing,  confpiring  to 
imprifon  the  King  (which  you  obferve  may  be  done  without  an 
actual  intent  to  put  him  to  death)  is  trealon;  but  you  find  the 
reafon  why  that  is  held  to  be  compaiTing  the  King's  death,  with 
ihefanclion  of  all  times,  and  various  fpecies  or  authorities  that  the 
country  could  give,  was,  becaufe  it  was  a  defign  to  get  his 
perfon  into  the  power  cf  the  confpirators;  the  courfe  the  law 
has  taken  is  not  confined  to  attempts  of  any  flagitious  kind, 
as  poifon,  aifallination,  &c.  but  the  law  has  extended  it  to  every 
thing  wilfully  and  deliberately  done  or  attempted,  whereby  his 
life  may  be  in  danger,  and  therefore  entering  into  meafures  for 
depofing  or  imprifoning  him,  or  to  get  his  perfon  into  the  power 
of  the  confpirators,  this  offence  was  an  overt-act  of  trealon 
-within  this  Itatute,  for,  fays  he,  experience  has  (hewn  that 
between  the  prifons  and  graves  of  kings  the  diflance  is- very 
fma'tl,  and  experience  has  not  grown  weaker  in  the  biitory  of 
modern  times." 

My  Lord  Hale  alfo  fays  this,  that,  though  the  defign  of  the 
confpirators  is  not  directly  and  exprefsly  the  death  of  the  King, 
but  fomething  that  in  all  probability  will  induce  it,  this  is  an 
overt -act  of  comparing  the  King's  death. 

The  inftance  he  gives  is  this,  if  men  confpire  to  imprifon  the 
King  b,y  fhrong  hand,  or  by  force,  or  even  write  letters  for  that 
end  :   this  is  an  overt-aci  of  trealon. 

What  is  the  rcaion  he  gives  as  the  fame  in  effect,  though  not  in 
terms,  as  that  given  by  Fofter,  who  fays  it  is  in  effect  to  defpoil 
him  of  his  kingly  government ;  and  all  experience  gives  to  fee,  that 
the  reafon  given  by  Hale  and  Folter  are  the  fame,  although  the 
terms  are  different.  Imprifonment  is  the  fame  as  depofition,  and 
he  that  compafTes  depofition  of  the  King  compafles  his  death. 
It  is  the  fame  as  depofition  becaufe  it  is  a  temporary  depofition  of 
his  kingly  government,  which  according  to  this  interpretation 
of  the  law  ufuaily  ends  in  his  death. 

Treafon,  with  regard  to  adhering  with  foreigners,  is  thus 
coriftituted  :  that  if  foreigners  are  not  at  war  with  you,  the 
offence  conlifts  in  going  into  a  foreign  country,  or  purpofmg  to 
go  there  in  order  to  invite  force  into  this  kingdom  ;  this  can  only 
fall  within  the  branch  of  treafon,  that  branch  of  comparing  the 
King's  death.  If  they  are  at  war  with  you,  it  amounts  to  ano- 
ther-fpecies  ;  it  is  adhering  to  the  King's  enemies. 

Gentlemen,  having  ttated  this  much,  I  proceed  now  to  confider 
the  indictment,  and,  before  I  mention  the  Jubilance  of  the 
indictment,  I  lhall  lay  in  my  claim  to  full  credit  with  you, 
that  no  man  living  can  ftate  to  you  more  ltrongly  than  I  wifli 
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to  do,  that  we  have  all  a  great  interelt  in  the  true  conftruc"tion  of 
this  law,  and  I  at  once  repel  from  myfelf,  the  fuppofition,  that 
I  mean  to  extend  the  law  of  treafon  in  the  charge  that  I  have 
now  brought  before  you,  one  iingle  iota  beyond  what  I  conceive 
to  be  the  eftabjifhed  law  in  this  country,  as  perfectly  lo  as  the 
law  is  that  fays,  the  property  you  bought  yeilerday  you  may 
give  to  whom  you  pleafe  to-morrow. 

Gentlemen,  the  indictment  finding  feveral  perfons,  in  effect 
to  be  tried  feparately,  though  indicted  jointly,  combined  in  a 
particular  act,  which  I  will  itate  to  you  by-and-by,  has  charged 
them  generally  with  comparing  the  king's  death  ;  it  has  then 
proceeded  to  charge  them  with  meeting  among  themfelves  to 
caufe  and  procure  a  Convention  of  divers  of  his  Majeity's 
fubjeits  to  be  held  within  the  kingdom,  and  it  not  only  {fates 
that  the  Convention  was  to  be  held  within  the  kingdom,  but  to 
be  held  with  the  intent  and  in"  order  that  the  perfons  to  be  affem- 
bled  at  fuch  Convention  and  Meeting  mould  confpire,  and  agree 
to  meet  wickedly  and  traitoroufiy,  without,  and  in  defiance  of 
the  authority,  and  againft  the  will  of  the  parliament  of  this 
kingdom,  in  order  to  fubvert  and  alter,  and  caufe  to  be  fub- 
verted  and  altered,  the  lcgiilative  rule  and  government  cftablilhed 
in  it,  and  to  depofe  the  King  from  the  royal  flate,  title,  power, 
and  government  of  this  kingdom. 

It  then  charges  them  with  having  pub, lifted  divers  books, 
pamphlets,  letters,  orders,  declarations,  addrefFe's,  and  writings, 
purporting  and  containing  incitements,  encouragements,  and  ex- 
hortations to  periuade  the  fubjecls  of  the  King,  to  depute  or 
caufe  to  be  deputed,  and  fend  perfons  as  delegates  in  a  Conven- 
tion, *fuch  Convention  and  Meeting  to  be  held  for  the  traitorous 
purpofes  before  mentioned. 

The  third  overt-act  charged  in  this  indictment  is,  that  they 
had  confutation  among  themfelves,  how,  when,  and  where, 
fuch  Convention  fhould  be  affembled  and  held,  ami  by  what 
means  the  fubjects  of  the  King  might  be  induced  and  moved 
to  fend  perfons  as  delegates  to  the  fame. 

And  it  then  charges,  that  thefe  perfons  did  confent  and 
agree  that  Mr.  Joyce,  and  feveral  other  perfons,  named  in  the 
indictment,  fhould  meet,  confer,  and  co-operate  among  them- 
felves, and  together  with  divers  other  traitors,  whofe  names  are 
to  the  Jurors  unknown,  for  and  towards  the  calling  and  aflem- 
bling  luch  Convention  and  Meeting.  It  then  charges  the  pro- 
viding themfelves  with  arms  of  different  defcriptions,  for  the 
purpofe  of  arming  divers  fubjecls  of  the  king  for  the  fame  our- 
pole  as  before  mentioned. 

And  then    it    charges    them    with  CQirfbiriha  and   a^reeir'j- 
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among  themfelves  to  make  war  in  thekmgdom,  and  their  coil- 
fpiracy  is  Hated  to  be  to  fubvert  the  Iegiilature,  rule,  and  govern- 
ment of  this  kingdom,  and  to  depofe  the  king  From  the  indict- 
ment, therefore,  you  will  have  to  form  a  conclufion,  and  if  you 
ihall  not  be  fatistied  that  the  calling  of  fuch  a  Convention  was 
a  means  to  effect  that  cdmpaffing  and  imagination,  yet  you  will 
find,  in  the  evidence  that  is  to  be  laid  before  you,  even  if  you 
pay  no  attention  to  that  circumflance,  you  will  find  fufficient 
evidence  of  a  confpiracy  to  depofe  the  King.  It  then  Hates 
again,  that  they  publiihed  feveral  books  and  other  matters  for 
that  purpofe  ;  and  it  alfo  charges  them  with  a  further  overt-act, 
providing  arms  for  that  purpoie, 

Gentlemen,  now  having  Hated  before  you,  that  a  confpiracy 
to  depoie  the  King  (and  not  having  dated  it  to  you  merely 
in  my  ovvn  words)  to  impriion  him,  or  to  procure  an  invita- 
tion thereto,  with  Heps  taken  to  effect  fuch  a  purpofe,  is 
treafon.  You  will  find  that  a  confpiracy  to  depofe  the  King 
is  exprefsly  laid  in  this  indictment,  which  will  be  clearly 
proved  to  you  ;  and  if  a  confpiracy  to  depofe  the  King  be 
an  overt-act  of  high-treafon,  permit  me  then  to  afk  you, 
what  can  a  confpiracy  be,  to  (ubvert  the  whole  government, 
including  in  it  the  depofition  of  the  King  ;  to  fubvert  the  mo- 
narchy of  the  country  ?  What  can  it  be,  but  high-treafon  ? 
In  the  object  of  fuch  a  confpiracy  the  whole  of  the  Hate  is  in- 
cluded, in  which  the  King  is  necelfarily  involved,  becaufe  he 
is  neceflarily  a  part  of  it;  and  it  is  already  fhewn,  that  con-, 
ipiring  to  depofe  him,  is  compaffing  his  death. 

Gentlemen,  read,  as  you  are,  in  the  hi/lory  of  your  country, 
give  me  leave  to  afk  you,  if  meafures  had  been  taken,  alter 
the  Revolution,  to  effect  a  confpiracy,  to  dethrone  King  Wil- 
liam, and  reltore  King  James,  whether  that  confpiracy  would  not 
have  conltituted  the  clafs  of  high-treafon,  although  not  actually 
meaning  the  death  of  King  William  r  The  law  fays,  you  cannot 
mean  to  dethrone  a  King  without  meaning  to  endanger  his  Hie. 

Gentlemen,  if  the  project  had  been  to  depofe  the  lame  King 
William,  and  meafures  had  been  taken  on  it,  not  with  a  view 
to  bring  back  to  the  throne  James  the  Second,  but  merely  to 
fend  back  King  William  to  his  former  character,  as  Prince  of 
Orange,  and  not  to  reflore  King  James,  but  to  reftore  a  Com- 
monwealth, to  reltore  what  they  meant  that  are  charged"  in 
this 'indictment  (if  it's  faicf,  that  '  thefe  people  meant  a  full 
and  fair  reprefentation  of  the  people)  can  a  lawyer  be  found 
who  will  fay  that  the  guilt  of  high-treafon  would  not  have 
been  incurred. 

Gentlemen,  I  do  not  know  what  will  be  Hated,  but  according 
to  the  i>eft  lights   which  I  can  gather,  it  does   not  appear  to 

me 


[       »,       ] 

me  probable,  that  any  man  will  (fate  it  otherwife.  On  the 
other  hand,  far  be  it  from  me  to  fay,  as  I  would  not  wiih  to 
encounter  the  authority  of  a  country  for  centuries  •  but  I 
cannot  conceive  or  imagine  on  what  principles  it  can  be 
founded,  if  it  was  not  high-treafon. 

'1  ake  it  another  way,  could  the  regicides  of  Charles  the 
Firft,  if  tried  for  comparing  the  death  of  Charles;  if,  in- 
ftead  of  killing  him,  they  had  only  depofed  him  ;  could  it  have 
been  allowed  by  any  man  of  common  fenfe,  if  they  had 
contended,  that  though  they  would  have  been  guilty  of  high- 
treafon  if  they  had  placed  another  individual  on  the  throne,  yet 
that  they  were  not  guilty  of  it,  becaufe  they  depofed  a  King 
without  fubftituting  another  in  his  place,  but  left  the  govern- 
ment to  be  filled  up  by  the  Commonwealth.  Suppofing  it 
had  happened  after  King  William  came  to  the  throne,  or  in 
earlier  times,  that  any  fet  of  men  in  this  country  fhould  have 
ventured  to  meet  in  an  united  aflbciation,  lor  the  purpoie  of 
depofing  King  William,  under  pretence  of  affuming  a  Conven- 
tion ot  the  People,  will  any  man  venture  to  contend,  or  would 
it  have  been  poflible  to  have  contended,  that  becat.fe  they  met 
under  the  pretence  of  being  a  Convention  of  the  People, 
that  the  confpiracy  was  not  as  complete  in  comparing  the  death 
of  King  William,  as  if  the  confpiracy  for  compafiing  the  death 
of  the  King  had  been  by  the  fame  perfons  in  foine  other  united 
focieties. 

It  I  levy  war  on  this  country,  I  am  guilty  of  high-treafon  ; 
if  I  confpire  to  levy  war  in  his  Majefty's  dominions,  I  am  guilty 
of  high-treafon  ;  if  I  hold  a  fortrefs  againft  the  King,  1  am 
guilty  of  high-treafon;  if  I  am  guilty  of  high-trcaf;n  under 
thefe  particular  charges,  am  I  guilty  of  no  offence  if  I  do  the 
fame  acts  for  the  purpofe  of  deltroying  monarchy  altogether, 
and  wiih  the  definition  of  monarchy  unite  the  depofing  of  the 
King  and  monarchy  at  the  fame  time  ;  what  is  this  but  doing 
an  act  that  is  involving  in  it  high-treafon  ;  and  more  high-treafon 
in  depofing  the  King  ;  more  in  bringing  about  all  that  additional 
anarchy  confequent  on  a  change,  if  de'druction  can  be  called 
change. 

To  affert  that  meafures  taken  for  the  total  fubverfion  oi~  the 
monarchy  of  a  country,  including  in  it  an  intention  to  depofe 
the  King,  are  not  overt-a£ts  of  compafiing  the  King's  death, 
merely  becaule  the  ftature  of  the  25th  Edward  HI.  his  not 
ufed  the  words,  but  have  left  juries  to  determine  what  are  overt- 
acts  or  overt-deeds,  (for  though  the  words  are  not  there  vfc-d, 
yet  the  ltatute  includes  comprehenfive  words);  I  fay,  if  this 
was   merely  afferted   in   a  Court  of  Juftice,   1  fhi.uld  certun'y 
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fay  to  them  that  ventured  to  fay  fo,  that  they  had  ill  con- 
fidered  the  law ;  but  if  it  mould  be  attempted  to  be  fuftained, 
I  (hould  fay,  that  it  deferved  'to  have  an  obfervation  applied  to 
it  of  an  harlher  kind  of  language. 

This  indictment,  befides  charging  the  prifoner  with  intending 
to  depofe  the  King,  in  exprefs  terms,  alio  charges  him  with  con- 
fpiring  to  call  a  convention,  againft  the  will,  and  in  defiance  of,  and 
againit  the  authority  of  parliament,  for  the  purpofe  of  depofing 
him  ;  it  charges  him  alio  with  doing  further  acts,  namely,  of  pub- 
lishing books,  pamphlets,  letters,  instructions,  refolutions,  orders, 
declarations,  addrelfes,  and  writings,  containing  incitements, 
inducements,  and  exhortations,  to  move,  feduce,  and  perfuade  the 
fubjedtsof  the  King  to  fend  delegates  to  fuch  Convention  ;  which 
I  fay  are  both  overt-acts,  and  evidence  of  overt-acts  of  high- 
treafon  ;  namely,  the  confpiring  to  call  the  Convention,  and  the 
publiihing  instruments  for  that  purpofe. 

Gentlemen,  before  I  ftate  to  you  the  particular  overt-acts,  I 
mult  trouble  you  with  fome  general  obfervations,  and  I  think  it 
will  have  a  tendency  to  render  intelligible  to  you  the  complicated 
mafs  of  evidence  I  have  to  lay  before  you.  The  Convention 
meant  to  be  called  by  thofe  charged  with  the  confpiracy  in  this 
indictment,  was,  as  I  fhall  effectually  prove  from  evidence,  a 
Convention  of  perfons  who  were  to  alfume  the  character  of  a 
Convention  of  the  people,  claiming  as  fuch  all  civil  and  political 
authority,  propofing  to  alter  the  government,  otherwife  than  by 
the  constituted  legillature  of  this  kingdom,  otherwife  than  by 
thefe  ftatutes,  which  the  king  is  fworn  to  rule  and  govern  by  at 
the  hazard  of  his  life.  If  this  is  made  out,  it  appears  necelfa- 
rily  in  refpect  of  all  who  confpired  in  it,  that  they  are  in  law 
guilty  of  an  attempt  to  depofe  the  King ;  of  depofing  him 
from  that  character  which  he  holds  in  the  government,  and 
to  which  he  is  fworn. 

If  they  confpire  to  affemble  in  a  Convention,  which  is  againft 
the  will  of  the  Legillature,  and  to  act  in  defiance  thereof  in  fuch 
Convention,  and  fo  far  to  alfume  fovereign  power,  it  is,  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  England,  a  confpiracy  to  depofe  from  the 
fyvereiwnty,  him,  who  under  restraint  of  the  conftitution  and 
law,  holds  that  fovereignty.  There  cannot  be  two  fovereign 
powers  in  any  ftate  ;  there  may  be  complication  of  authorities, 
and  feveral  authorities  in  fubordination ;  but  there  cannot  be  two 
fovereign  powers  in  any  ftate.  If  a  meeting  ailimnes  the  Con- 
vention of  the  people,  the  King  and  Parliament  muft  be  obe- 
dient to  the  meeting,  or  the  meeting  obedient  to  the  King  and 
Parliament ;  if  it  is  to  be  obedient  to  the  King  and  Parliament, 
it  cannot  effect  its  purpofe ;  if  it  was  to  dethrone  the  King,  it 
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is  an  overt-act  of  high-treafon  ;  if  the  Meeting  means  to  oblige 
the  King  and  Parliament  to  be  obedient  to  their,  by  the  exer- 
tion of  open  force,  though  it  may  not  effect  its  purpofe,  it 
makes  no  difference,  the  law  mud  be  the  fame,  if  the  confpira- 
tors  only  project  the  Meeting,  provided  a  ftep  be  taken  by  them 
towards  that  Meeting  ;  becaufe  this,  I  fay,  is  a  confpiracy  to 
conftitute  a  new  fovereign  power,  it  is  a  confpiracy  neceflarily 
meant  to  depofe  the  exifting  power,  and  of  neceflity  t  >  d  pofe 
the  King ;  I  lay,  meant  to  depofe,  for  I  repeat  it,  whethei  the 
confpiracy  is  fuccefsful  or  not  is  very  immaterial ;  and  I  would 
alio  fay,  whether  the  particular  facl:  of  calling  inch  a  Conven- 
tion may  be  reprefented  as  not  new  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country, 
yet  (till  it  is  not  lefs  the  means  of  comparing  the  King's  death. 

There  is  alfo  another  diftinction,  to  which  I  would  beg  your 
attention,  and  that  is  this,  it  is  of  no  confequence,  whether  the  rirfl 
meeting  was  itfelf  to  be  the  Convention  of  the  People,  or  was  only 
to  devile  the  means  of  forming  a  Conftituted  AfTembly,  or  Body 
which  fhould  aiiiime  it ;  for  any  act  of  affembling  it  againlt  the 
will,  and  in  defiance  of  the  authority  of  Parliament;  any  act 
taken  towards  the  convention  ot  fuch  a  body,  is  an  act  of  confpi- 
racy againft  the  King ;  and  any  aft  done  by  fuch  a  body  not 
formed  by  the  Legiflature,  is  an  act  done  towards  the  depofing 
of  the  King  from  the  fovereign  power,  who  now  has  it  vefted 
in  him,  under  the  reftraints  of  the  constitution. 

You  cannot  fet  about  organizing  a  body,  which  is  to  act 
without  the  confent  and  in  defiance  of  Parliament,  without 
meaning  to  depofe  the  King  ;  becaufe  you  cannot  do  it,  without 
meaning  to  frame  a  body  that  is  to  ufurp  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment. 

I  think,  from  the  evidence  I  fhall  lay  before  you,  it  will  moff. 
abundantly  fatisfy  you,  that  the  Convention  to  be  called  was 
meant  to  be  a  Convention  that  was  to  alter  the  whole  frame  of 
fovereign  power  in  this  country;  that  it  was  to  form  or  devife 
the  means  of  forming  a  reprefentative  government,  to  conftitute 
in  a  body,  founded  on  univerfal  fu fFrage,  and  the  alleged  una- 
lienable, and  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man,  all  the  legillative  and 
executive  government  of  the  country  ;  that  a  confpiracy  of  this 
kind  would  be  an  overt-aft  of  high-treafon,  I  prefume,  cannot 
be  difputed,  becaufe  it  muff  necelfarily  include  in  it  the  depo- 
fition  of  the  King. 

I  go  further,  and  fay,  if  it  had  been  intended  to  have  retained 
the  name  and  office  of  King,  and  to  retain  it  in  the  perfon  of 
the  prefent  King,  creating  a  new  conftitution  to  aft  with  him 
(provided  they  would  have  allowed  him  to  act  with  fuch  a  legi- 
slation) in  calling  on  him,  to  act  contrary  to  his  coronation  oath, 
it  ftill  would  have  been  a  confpiracy  to  depofe  him  from  his  rule 
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and  government  of  this  kingdom,  as  now  eftablifhed  ;  if  he  re- 
fined to  accept,  he  mult  be  depofed  from  that  authority,  and  if 
he  did  accept,  he  could  not  be  the  King  of  England,  as  now  by 
the  law  of  England  ;  he  could  not  lo  govern,  he  muft  refill, 
and  in  refinance  all  the  contequences  of  his  life  are  in  danger. 

"\  hus,  taking  it  in  either  way,  and  I  care  not  with  how  much 
audacity  the  peri'ons  calling  a  Convention,  fay  they  are  to  be  the 
Convention  of  the  people  ;  whether  in  order  to  take  away  the 
authority  of  the  King  and  Parliament,  or  to  allow  the  prefer) t 
King  to  acl  with  them  ;  yet  it  is  an  overt-act  of  high-treafon. 
The  King  muft  be  dtpofed  while  a  constitution  is  framing,  as  it 
would  be  thofe  that  had  fovereign  authority  that  co<  'd  frame  it 
as  a  conftitution,  furely  he  is  (by  parity  of  reafon,  as  itating  a 
treafon  not  fpecified  in  the  ftatutes)  depofed.  To  be  fure,  he  is 
depofed  from  his  kingly  government  as  Lord  Hale  (fates  it,  in 
cafes  of  temporary  imprisonment.  He  could  not,  confident 
with  his  coronation  oath,  but  reject  it  when  framed,  he  muft 
reject  it,  the  confequence  of  which  is,  his  lite  would  be  in 
danger  ;  for  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  a  meeting  which  propofes  a 
new  conttitution  would  depart  quietly  home,  if  it  was  not 
accepted,  is  not  according  to  the  ordinary  experience  of  mankind, 
more  efpeeially  in  thefe  modern  times. 

The  King  in  his  Parliament  could  not  have  the  fovereign 
power,  the  moment  the  Meeting  could  acl;  as  a  national  conlti- 
tuted  Ailembly,  neither  could  fuch  an  afiembly  dare  to  meet, 
but  the  power  which  is  to  call  it  to  meet,  muft  take  on  itfelf  to 
depofe  every  other  power.  This  is  the  character  of  a  Conven-* 
tion.  And  with  refpecl  to  the  prifoner,  he  faid,  the  Convention 
which  I  am  to  call,  is  fovereign,  unlimited,  uncontrollable, 
and  bv  fuch  a  Convention  my  reprelentative  fyltem  is  to  be  ac- 
compli ihed. 

When  in  this  country  a  vacant  throne  was  given  in  the  time 
of  King  James  to  King  William,  the  two  Houles  of  Parliament, 
as  is  ftated  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  reprefented  all  the  eftates  of 
government  of  this  reaim  ;  for  a  moment  there  ceafed  to  be  any 
exerciie  of  the  powers  of  the  fovereign,  but  in  an  inftant  the 
f<  vereign  power  of  this  country  became  veiled  in  the  King  and 
Queen  on  the  throne,  to  be  by  them  exercifed,  and  the  legiila- 
tive  part  undoubtedly,  to  be  exercifed  with  the  advice  andconfent 
of  Parliament,  formed  according  to  the  law  and  cuttom  of  this 
country  ;  the  whole  executive  authority  under  the  control  and 
limitations  of  the  Law  and  Conftitution  vefted  in  the  King, 
with  limited  advice  to  be  refponfible  for  him. 

I  iidilt,  therefore,  that  to  confpire  to  allemble  a  meeting,  that 
is  to  acl;  as  a  Convention  of  the  people,  claiming  all  civil  and 
political  authority  •  ui  if  indeed,  one  can  conceive  it  a  meeting 
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to  frame  the  manner  of  bringing  together  fuch  Convention,  is 
confpiring  to  depole  the  King,  it  is  <m  attempt  to  create  a  power 
fubv'erfive  of  the  authority  of  the  King  and  Parliament,  a  power 
which  he  is  bound  to  refill  at  all  hazards. 

But  it  will  not  relf  here,  the  evidence  which  will  be  offered  to 
you,  will  prove  fatisfadtory,  that  the  exprefs  language  of  the 
Meeting,  or  of  the  Committee  of  Conference,  was  ultimately 
and  finally,  in   their  profpect,  the  depolition  of  the  King. 

Beyond  this  alfo,  the  Indi&ment  has  charged  as  overt-a£ts,  a 
confpiracy,  without  the  medium  of  a  Convention,  and  without 
that  Meeting  to  dethrone  the  King,  by  providing  divers  arms  and 
offenlive  weapons.  The  Indictment  further  charges  as  overt-acls, 
a  confpirmg  to  levy  war,  I  do  not  mean  conftrucYive  war  ;  and 
this  I  date,  without  queltion,  to  be  an  overt-act  of  comparing 
the  King's  death,  and  obliging  the  King  to  alter  his  meafures  of 
government,  is  levying  of  war ;  and  this,  whether  they  confpire 
to  form  a  reprefentative  government,  excluding  the  King  entirely, 
and  which  I  fay  is  the  facd  ;  or  if  they  confpire  to  form  a  govern- 
ment, not  ex.t  hiding  him  entirely,  but  to  compel  him  to  govern 
with  others,  and  without  thofe,  by  whofe  advice  and  con  fen  t- 
alone,  he  is  bound  and  fworn  to  govern,  I  mean,  the  great 
touncil  of  the  nation,  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament 
afTembled  according  to  the  conrtitution  of  the  country  ;  and  to 
conltitute  againlt  his  will,  and  againfl:  the  prefent  condituted  au- 
thority of  the  country,  a  branch  of  legillation  founded  on  prin- 
ciples of  univerfal  lufTrage,  and  annual  reprelentation,  without 
the  authority  of  Parliament ;  that  confpiring,  the  doing  of  this  I 
contend  would  bean  overt-a£t  of  treafon,  of  depofing  him. 

The  object  dated  in  the  Indictment  is  there  charged,  as 
meant  to  be  carried  by  force,  by  a£tual  force,  and  there  will 
be  proof  to  make  it  out ;  the  cafe  was  not  a  cafe  aiming 
merely  to  intimidate  the  legittature,  nor  induce  it  by  any  ait 
done  which  was  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Conftitution, 
to  new-model  the  Sovereign  power  ;  it  goes  far  beyond  this, 
the  application  in  any  lhape  to  Parliament  was  not  only 
difavowed,  but  the  very  competency  of  Parliament  after  applied 
to,  to  make  a  law  to  new-model  the  government,  was  dilputed 
and  denied,  from  the  idea  of  that  competency,  being  recognized 
to  be  very  repugnant  to  their  principles. 

I  mud  fay,  that  a  confpiracy  to  compel  the  King  by  force, 
againft  his  will,  to  give  his  aflent  to  an  a£t  obtained  in  order  to 
alter  the  government  and  frame  of  the  conftitution  of  the  coun- 
try, whether  it  was  obtained  by  the  two  houfes  of  parliament, 
or  either  of  them,  by  over-awing  him,  or  not  over-awing  him, 
is  high- treafon  ;  that  a  confpiracy  by  force,  to  compel  the  King, 
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in  the  higheft  and  mod  effential  acts  of  the  government  of  the 
country,  by  force,  to  do  that,  is  unqueftionably  an  overt-act 
of  treafon,  and  of  compaffmg  his  death,  cannot  be  difputed  ; 
it  is  neither  more  nor  lefs  than  to  fubftitute  the  will  of  thofe 
that  force  him,  in  the  room  of  that  Royal  will,  in  and  by 
which  alone  the  law  and  constitution  of  this  country  has 
declared,  that  the  bill,  however  obtained,  before  it  comes  to 
him  to  receive  the  authority  of  the  ltate,  in  him  alone  that  will 
fhould  be  vefted. 

I  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  Mate  thus  much,  before  I  come 
to  ltate  the  circumllances  of  the  cafe.  Gentlemen,  it  is  not 
to  be  expected  by  perfons  who  execute  the  duties  of  the  great 
and  important  fituation,  which  you  are  now  called  upon  to  exe- 
cute, that  the  counfel  at  the  bar  fhould  iiaie  ;o  you  law, 
that  no  man  can  queftion  the  tenor  of  it  ;  nay,  Gentlemen, 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  by  you-,  that  the  counfel  at  the  bar 
fhould  be  able  to  ftate  to  you,  in  all  cafes,  the  law,  which  men 
of  great  character  and  experience,  do  not  difpute  the  appli- 
cation. 

It  is  the  duty  of  counfel  particularly,  and  more  particularly 
it  is  the  duty  of  thofe  counfel  that  are  to  fupport  the  profecution, 
not  to  bear  down  the  circumitances  with  too  great  weight ;  for 
if  he  preffes  them  unfairly,  he  betrays,  in  the  molt  effential 
point  of  his  duty,  his  uk  to  his  Sovereign  ;  it  is  his  duty  to 
endeavour  to  explain  and  expound  the  law  that  applies  to  the 
fads,  according  to  the  bell  of  his  ability,  in  the  exercife  of 
painful  induftry,  under  the  reflection  that,  at  leait,  he  is  much 
under  the  obligation  of  endeavouring  to  do  it. 

I  have  thought  it  my  duly,  to  ltate  dilfinctly  and  fairly, 
what  are  the  grounds  on  which  I  proceed  ;  and  I  ha.e  no 
doubt,  at  this  moment,  in  my  own  mind,  but  I  have  Hated 
thefe  doctrines  as  the  law  of  England  would  have  dated  them  ; 
but  I  claim  from  you  and  the  public,  in  the  fair  exercife  of 
mv  duty  (conducted  on  the  principles  I  have  ftated  to  you) 
to  do  me  the  credit  to  believe,  that  I  have  Hated  them  as  I 
believe  them  to  be,  according  to  the  law  and  constitution  of  the 
country. 

I  fhall  prefume,  for  a  moment,  after  having  read  to  you  the 
indictment,  and  given  you  that  expofition  of  it,  I  have  humbly 
offered,  to  conclude  that  the  indictment  has  informed  you, 
with  fufficient  certainty,  what  is  meant  to  be  imputed  to  the 
Prifoner,  as  overt-acts  of  comparing  the  king's  death,  and 
that  is  not  neceffary  to  be  difputed. 

I    have  faid   before,  that  in  a  cafe  of  high-treafon,  the  evi- 
dence  mult  not   only  be  convincing,  but   it   muft   be  formal  ; 
and  that  the  object,  in  the  fecurity  of  the  perfon  and  government 
of  the  king,  is  the  higheft  object   that  the  law  can  look   to. 
2  Yet 
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Yet  I  mud  fay  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  law  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  public,  which  is,  in  truth,  involved  in  the  perfon  and 
government  of  the  king,  is  infeparably  united  with  it  ;  the 
law  has  required  that  you  (hould  not  have  one  witnefs  only  to 
prove  the  fad,  if  he  was  the  mod  creditable  witnefs  in  the 
world,  but  that  that  convincing  fact,  mull  be  proved,  at  leafr, 
by  two  ;  or  at  leaft,  one  witnefs  to  prove  one  overt-act,  and  ano- 
ther witnefs  to  prove  another  overt-act  of  the  fame  fpeeies. 

I  prefume,  on  what  I  have  dated,  you  may  poffibly  reafon 
thus,  When  this  indictment  charges,  that  thele  perfons  com- 
pared the  death  of  the  King  and  to  depofe  him  ;  that  they  con- 
fpired  to  meet  in  a  Convention,  in  defiance  of  the, authority  of 
Parliament,  to  fubvert  the  rule  and  government  of  the  King, 
againft  the  will  and  in  defiance  of  the  Legiilature,  to  dethrone  a 
Monarch  reigning  in  the  hearts  of  the  majority  of  the  people  ; 
you  will  necciianly  aflc,  by  what  procefs  was  this  to  be  done  ? 
And  when  the  indictment  charges,  that  they  made  writings, 
and  other  inftruments,  to  effect  this  purpofe ;  you  will  again 
afk,  in  what  language  could  fuch  incitements  to  fuch  a 
momentous  project  be  conveyed,  and  to  whom  could  it  be  ad- 
drelfed  ?  When  it  chargts,  that  they  deliberated  with  other 
traitors  concerning  the  calling  of  it,  you  will  aflc,  at  what 
time,  in  what  manner,  and  in  what  places,  did  they  meet  to 
accomplish  fuch  great  deliberations  ? 

You  will  afk,  in  what  manner  were  they  to  bring  together 
the  fubjects  of  the  country,  to  fend  delegates,  to  affume  fo- 
vereign  power  ?  The  anfwer  to  all  this,  is  a  fhort  one,  and 
I  think  it  will  be  proved  to  your  fatisfaction,  that  they  meant 
(in  the  words  of  the  act  of  parliament)  "  to  introduce  that  fyftem 
of  mifery  and  anarchy  which  prevailed  in  France"  ;  it  will  be 
proved  to-  your  fatisfaction,  that  they  meant  to  introduce  it  by 
the  fame  means,  to  proceed  on  the  fame  principles,  to  the  fame 
end,  and  by  the  fame  acts,  to  execute  the  fame  purpofe ;  to 
introduce  it  by  clubs,  that  fyftem  which,  till  the  experience  of 
Europe  faw  what  had  paffed  in  France,  could  hardly  have  been 
credited,  and  which  thofe  that  had  the  rule  of  government  there, 
in  the  laft  acts  of  its  conlpiracy,  protefled  againft;  and  this 
project  might  have  been  brought  into  France  by  a  fingle 
individual ;  they  protefted  againit  the  exiftence  of  the  clubs, 
as  not  poffible  to  exift  with  the  fecurity  of  the  country,  if  they 
acted  on  particular  principles.  And  the  fame  method  was  in- 
tended to  introduce  the  fame  anarchy  and  confufion  in  this 
country  ;  a  country  which,  under  the  difpenfation  of  Provi- 
dence, alike  in  its  bleflings,  as  its  fituation,  bids  defiance  to 
its  enemies. 

Until  the  adminiftration  of  that  conaitution,  and  the  principles 
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on  which  it  exifls,  were  introduced  into  this  country  by  fome 
individuals,  it  would  not  have  been  in  the  heart  of  man  to 
conceive,  that  a  project  Co  deeply  combined  and  complicated, 
and  carried  almofr.  into  inconceivable  extent,  at  the  fame  time 
framed  with  fo  much  political  craft,  that  it  could  have  exifted  in 
any  country  ;  or  that  it  has  exifted  in  this  country  of  Great- 
Britain,  to  the  extent  which  the  evidence  will  fatisfy  you  it 
has. 

But  the  law  of  England  does  not  require  that  any  fuch 
extenlive  cafes  as  thefe  ihould  be  proved  before  you  ;  if  you  are 
fatisfied  that  a  ftep  was  taken  to  effecl  that  attempt,  it  is 
enough. 

It  is  not  the  extent  in  which  the  projecl  has  proceeded  upon, 
it  is  not  its  ruinous  confequences,  it  is  not  that  the  means  were 
really  as  competent  to  the  end  propofed  as  thofe  that  thought  they 
were,  in  the  firft  moment  in  which  the  fcheme  was  conceived, 
whether  well-conceived  or  ill-conceived,  furnifhed  with  means 
adequate  or  not  adequate  to  the  purpofe,  the  law  fteps  in  for 
ihe  fecurity   of  the   King  and   the   fafety   of  the  fubjecl. 

The  projecl:,  as  applied  to  the  perfons  now  accufed,  feems  to 
me  to  be  this : 

Under  the  ideas  imported  from  France  in  the  latter  end  of 
1791  or  1792,  the  intent  was  to  conftitute  in  London,  with 
affiliated  focieties  in  the  country,  clubs  which  were  to  govern  in 
this  country,  on  the  principles  of  the  French  government ;  on  the 
alleged,  unalienable,  and  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man  ;  depofing 
thereby  the  moment  they  came  into  execution,  in  the  acl  of 
creating  a  fovereign  power,  the  King;  and  introducing  a  repub- 
lican government,  with  a  right  of  eternal  reform,  therefore  with 
a  profpeel  of  eternal  revolutions. 

We  have  all  heard  of  the  Club,  called  the  Jacobin  Club,  at 
Paris  ;  this,  with  the  affiliated  focieties,  had  turned  afide  the  old 
government  in  France  and  introduced  another,  which  could  not 
exift  on  the  principles  which-  gave  it  birth,  and  has  finally  left 
that  country  in  that  indefcribable  ftate  of  things  in  which  we 
now  fee  it. 

The  great  end  and  purpofe  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  this 
projecl,  though  neither  altogether  vifible,  nor  not  much  dif- 
cloled,  on  its  formation  was,  when  they  had  fufficient  influence 
on  this  country,  by  artifices  unknown,  as  combination,  affiliation, 
and  fraternization,  to  make  one  bodj^;  then  thefe  who  framed 
the  projecl:  were  to  affemble  a  Convention  of  delegates  of  thefe 
clubs,  to  affume  the  powers  of  the  people,  fupported  in  the 
afTumption  and  exercife  of  thefe  powers  by  the  individual  mem- 
bers oi  the  united  focieties,  and  by  their  combined  ftrength. 
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We  have  no  occafion  in  this  caufe  to  be  difputing  on  ab^ 
ftract  queftions,  as  to  the  power  of  the  people  to  change  their 
government ;  I  fay,  it  vva^  the  intention  01  the  delegates  of  thefe 
clubs  to  affume  the  power  of  the  people  ;  and  this  was  to  have 
been  effected  by  calling  a  convention  of  delegates,  who  were 
to  exercife  the  power  which  they  profefled  to  be  inherent  in 
them  whom  they  reprefenred. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  conceive,  after  what  has  happened  in 
France,  how  it  fbould  appear  that  the  opinion  of  thefe  frater- 
nized focieties  fhould  have  the  force  of  •conftituting  the  will  of 
the  majority  of  the  people.  Yon  will  find  in  the  evidence  to 
be  laid  before  yon,  that  this  point  was  perfectly  underftood  by 
thofe  named  in  this  indictment,  namely,  from  the  great  buik'or" 
the  community  being  engaged  in  different  purfiiitSj  and  incapable 
of  being  combined. 

I  need  not  give  you  a  ftronger  inftance  than  that  which  hap- 
pened in  the  year  1780,  from  a  few  thoufands  combining  them 
felves  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  an  Act  which  they  confidered  as  ob- 
noxious.    Is  it  poflibie,  fay  you,  for  four  or  five  thoufand  men 
to  go  to  St.  George's-fields,  and  to  rob  and  plunder  every  man  in 
the  city  of  London,  and  for  ten  miles  round,  ihconfequence  of 
fuch  combination  ?  and  yet  the  thing  happened,  becauie  the  com- 
binations of  a  few  will  bear  down  again  ft  thofe  that  are  not  combi- 
ned, and  with  great  facility  ;  you  will  find  them  that  are  orga- 
nized, prepared  for  emergencies  and  exigencies  ;  fuch  relying  oil 
their  own  ftrength,  acting  on  combined  ttrength,  and  in  forrie 
inftances  acting  with  a  fecurity  calculated  to   elule  obfervation. 
In  many  inftances  thefe  focieties  directed  contrary  means  to  the 
fameend,  reprefenting  their  numbers  greater  than  they  really  were, 
without  a  poffibility  that  this  representation  Irhould  be  Pet  right ; 
you  will  find  them  alfo  inflaming  the  multitude  under  pretence 
of  enlightening  them,  addreffing  themfelves  principally  to  thofe 
whofe  rights  and  interelts  are   in  the  eye  of  the  conftitutiort 
of  England  as   valuable  as  any,  but  whofe  education  does  not 
enable  them  to  dillmguifh   immediately  between  political   truth 
and   mif-reprefentation,  working  up  the  pallions  of  men  whom 
providence  hath  placed  in  the  lower  but  ufefiil  fiations  of  life, 
againft   thofe  who  are   in  high    refpeetable  piaces,    feprefent- 
ing  the  great  as  their  opprefTors,  their  plunderers,  as  thofe  they 
fhould  not  fiiffer  to  live  on  the  fyftem   of  things  exifting  in  this 
country;  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  poiiibility  of  their  correcting 
their  judgment   upon    the   views  of  the  allocutions*,   not  admit- 
ting any  into  thefe  affiliated  focieties,  till  they  had  fub  {bribed  to 
their  plan,  the  principles  of  which  they  were  not    to  know   tiil 
they  had  been  admitted. 
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Gentlemen,  to  fay  that  an  a£l  done  was  not  meant  to  be  done* 
till  the  perfons  conceiving  it  think  the  fcheme  practicable^  I  al- 
low is  reafonable  ,  but  they  may  think  it  practicable  before  it 
really  is  to.  Now  you  will  be  abundantly  fatisfied  from  the  evi- 
dence, that  this  convention  was  convened  when  the  confpirators 
thought  the.  time  was  now  comey  that  that  t'fme  was  now  come,  and 
if  not  then  laid  hold  of,  would  be  loft  for  ever.  The  people  of 
this  country  have  a  rooted  attachment  to  it's  government,  and 
the  public  opinion  is  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  every  other, 
it's  principal, and  therefore  it  became  neceffary  with  fuch  to  frame 
an  opinion  that  the  form  of  the  Biitifh  government  was  oppref- 
five,  and  not  founded  on  the  natural,  unalienable,  and  impre- 
fcriptible  rights  of  man  ;  with  others  they  found  it  neceffary  to  ufe 
a  little  caution,  not  toalarm  them  by  taking advantageof  the  well- 
meaning  ignorant  part  of  mankind,  to  enlift  them  alfo  in  the  pro- 
ject of  deltroying  that  conftitution ;  to  them  the  form  of  govern- 
ment was  not  fpoken  of  in  terms  which  they  might  underftand 
to  be  a  condemnation  of  it,  though  they  were  really  fuch  ;  but 
making  ufe  of  general  cxpreffions,  and  I  will  beg  your  attention 
to  thefe,  fuch  as  obtaining  a  full  and  free  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  Parliament,  and  this  fometimes  without  mention  of 
.  Parliament,  and  never  as  King  and  Lords  co-exifting  with  them, 
terms  the  fame  in  their  exprdfions,  certainly  of  the  fame  import 
as  thole  which  were  ufed  in  the  time  when  we  had  neither  King 
or  Lords  ;  fometimes  declaring  that  we  might  exiit  without 
Lords  or  King,  and  holding  up  fuch  a  reprefentation  of  the  people 
as  neceffary  for  the  natural,  unalienable,  and  imprefcriptible 
.  rights  of  man,  as  ftated  by  Mr.  Paine  ;  and  you  will  find,  that 
the  perfons  mentioned  in  this  indictment  had  no  doubt  of  accom- 
pli filing  it. 

I  remark  thefe  eircumftances  to  you,  becaufe  in  the  evidence 
to  be  laid  before  you,  (and  I  am  now  fpeaking  to  you  of  the  ge- 
neral character  of  the  evidence,  and  not  the  principles  on  which 
the  charge  is  made,)  in  the  evidence  I  fay  to  be  laid  before  you 
for  the  plan  of  the  execution  of  this  purpofe,  fome  very  remark- 
able particulars  will  occur,  and  I  humbly  beg  your  attention  to 
them.  You  will  find  the  leading  clubs,  I  mean  the  Conftitutional 
Society  and  the  Correfponding  Society  in  London,  which  were 
formed,  whether  created  I  will  not  fay,  but  which  was  modelled, 
by  fome  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Jacobin  Society  in  France, 
z<  will  be  proved  by  their  own  hand-writing  in  the  year  1792. 
You  will  findenlifting  in  their  affiliation  many  focieties  in  thecoun- 
try,  compofed  of  men  who  exprefs  their  doubts  to  them,  wifh- 
i;;g  to  know  the  views  of  thefe  focieties  in  London,  and  requir- 
ing information  as  to  the  pnrpofes  of  thefe  focieties,  fome 
proiefiing  one  principle,  and  ibme  another,  but  all  afliftance  is 
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taken  that  is  offered.  Accordingly,  you  fee,  that  they  might 
enlifl  all  that  came,  to  thofe  who  w.ote  to  them  that  their  fenti- 
ments  were,  that  they  ought  to  fubmit  to  no  power  but  what 
they  themfelves  had  immediately  constituted  ;  to  thefe  they  give 
anfwer  in  dark,  cautious,  and  unintelligible  terms  ;  to  thofe  who 
had  a  proud  attachment  to  the  monarchy  of  the  country,  and  ex- 
prelled  an  apprehehfion  tor  it  in  the  conflicting  principles  of  the  va- 
rious focieties  ;  they  tell  them  that  all  thefe  differences  would  be 
fet  right  by  a  full  and  fair  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parlia- 
ment, (a  name  that  was  given  to  the  Parliament  under  Crom- 
well) without  telling  them  either  what  thefe  words  meant,  or 
how  that  Parliament  was  to  operate  to  reconcile  thefe  differences. 
They  enlifl:  again  others,  who  exprefs  a  with  to  know  whether 
they  propofe  to  have  any  Houfeof  Commons;  and  others  who  with 
toknovv  whether  they  intend  to  rip  up  monarchy  by  the  roots,  by 
anfwers  calculated  to  fatisfy  them. 

You  "will  find  again,  that  publications  on  the  governmeat 
which  are  alluded  to  in  this  indictment,  and  which  will  be  given 
you  in  evidence,  were  admitted  by  thefe  focieties  as  their  own, 
and  circulated,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  in  a  mafs  round  the 
country,  in  a  manner  that  totally  dcftroys  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
in  this  country,  and  for  this  reafon,  the  liberty  of  the  prefs 
ought  ever  to  be  put  under  the  due  correction  of  the  Jaw  ;  and  k 
mull  always  be  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fubject,  that  itfhould  be  fo 
under  the  due  correction  of  the  law.  But  you  will  find  that  thefe 
publications  were  either  brought  into  the  world  with  fuch  a  fe- 
curity as  baffles, all  provifions  made  by  the  Legiflature  to  prevent 
them,  in  the  dead  of  night,  though  they  are  the  works  of 
men  who  have  talents  to  ftate  them  in  open  day,  if  they  were  fit 
to  be  ftated  in  open  day  ;  and  they  alfo  publish  them  in  quanti- 
ties, which  make  the  applications  of  the  law  totally  inadequate  to 
make  the  punifhment  as  great  as  the  offence. 

With  refpect  to  many  of  thefe  publications,  I  may  take  no- 
tice from  what  may  have  happened  in  this  country  ;  though  no 
man  likes  to  talk  lefs  of  himfelf  than  I  do,  yet  I  have  been 
heard  to  fay,  both  in  Coutt  and  in  Parliament,  that  of 
fome  of  thefe  publications  1  have  expreifed  a  difficulty  in  my 
mind  to  conceive  that  fuch  publications  were  any  thing  fhort  of 
High  Treafon.  It  appeared  to  me  that  -publishing  a  book, 
called  theAddrefsto  the  AddretTers,was  an  overt  act  of  High  Trea- 
fon, for  depofing  the  King, — at  lead  I  thought  it  required  an  in- 
genuity and  fubtilty  more  than  belonged  to  my  mind  to  confider 
itotherwife;  but  there  were  others  that  faw  it  different  to  what 
I  faw  it,  and  therefore  that  book  was  treated  only  as  a  libel  ;  but 
when  1  came  to  fee  it  publilhed,  as  connected  with  the  project, 
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which  will  be  opened  to  you  in  thiscaufe,  I  fay  it  is  a  mod  <Iif- 
tinguiming  evidence  of  an  overt  a£t  of  High  Treafon,  or  it  is  an 
overt  act  of  High  Treafon  itfelf. 

You  will  alio  not  fail  to  obferve  the  malignant  wit,  and  if  I 
may  foexprefs  it, the  indultrious  malignity  with  which  difcontent 
has  been  ipi'dd  by  thefe  two  focietie*  in  London  ;  and  the  man- 
ner of  spreading  it,  ftudipufly  and  anxioufly  taught  the  manner 
of  fpeading  fedition,  frefh  as  from  London,  in  every  town,  al- 
ways with  reference  to  the  final  accomplilhment  of  the  fame  pur- 
pose, and  the  palfions  of  individuals  aiiailcd  and  t3ught  to  be  af- 
failed,  not  merely  on  government,  but  on  various  taxes,  the 
«yame  laws,  the  neceffary  eftabliftiment  for  the  military  and  naval  . 
iervice  of  the  country, &c.  and  with  this  intent,  that  focietics  might 
overfpread  the  whole  furface  of  the  illand,  and  the  ifland 
become  free  by   the  fame  means   by  which    France    became 

Stating  to  you  the  character  of  evidence,  it  is  neceffary  for  me 
to  make  one  obfervation,  and  it  is  the  lafl  I  fb.aU  trouble  you 
with,  with  refpect  to  the  principles  on  which  conduction  is  to 
be  given  to  the  written  evidence  in  this  cafe  that  will  be  adduced 
to  you.  I  dcfire  to  ftate  this  to  your  minds,  as  a  principle  per- 
fectly reafonabie  in  the  adminiftration  in  jultice,  to  men  who  are 
called  upon  to  prove  the  meaning  of  the  language  which  they 
ufed;  the  meaning  ought  to  be  taken  obviouily,  according  to 
plain  common  fenfe.  If  the  language  admits  pf  a  double  inter- 
pretation, it  mult  then  be  conftrued  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  principles  which  that  language  is  able  to  be  conftrued  in,  and 
it  mu ft  be  conftrued  with  reference  to  the  contents  of  all  other 
papers  that  form  evidence  of  the  fame  fyftem  which  the  paper  pro- 
duced is  intended  to  mean. 

If  you  find  in  detailing  the  objects  of  thefe  fociefies,  it  flioukl 
appear  that  they  meant  to  do  what  was  neither  legal  nor  confti- 
tutional,  it  will  be  treafon ;  it  will  be  in  vain  that  they  have  thought 
fit  for  their  greater  care  and  caution  to  exprefs  it  otherwife. 

You  will  have  moft  abundant  evidence  that  they  meant  to  ef- 
fect what  they  intended,  not  in  a  conftitutional  manner  ;  and  it  will 
become  thofe  who  take_upon  them  their  defence,  to  declare  what 
in  a  legal  and  conftitutional  manner  was  intended  to  be  done, 
by  the  manner  and  initruments  which  the  Indictment  refers 
to. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  the  principle  is,  that  equal  active  citi- 
zenihip  is  the  equal  right  of  all,  that  on  this  principle  a  full  re- 
prefentation  is  the  right  of  all,  and  on  which  it  requires  no  great 
penetration  to  difcover,  that  fuch  a  reprefentalion  muft  form  a 
parliament,  in  which  neither  King  nor  Lords  could  enter  ;  there 
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Is  an  end  of  equal  citizeniliip,  if  Kings  or  Lords  make  a  part  of 
it,  they  tell  you  this  is  a  reprefentative  government.  I  (hall  fa- 
tisfy  you,  that  the  publication  of  thefe  principles  of  equal  active 
citizenfhip,  was  to  beeltabiifhed  iu  the  convention  by  an  equal  re- 
prefentative  government,  rejecting  the  King  or  Lords  out  of  the 
iyftern;  thefe  principles  are  the  principleson  which  thecoriftitulioti 
in  France,  in  the  year  1791,  was  formed,  they  were  the  principles 
of  equal  active  citizenfhip,  referving  the  King  in  the  Confuta- 
tion, and  forming  a  royal  democracy. 

Gentlemen,  I  fhall  prove  to  you  by  evidence,  that  thefe  clubs 
in  London  knew  that  that  conftitution  could  not  exifty  and  you 
will  find  on  the  t  ran  fact  ions  of  thefe  foeieties  in  October  1792, 
the  cleared  evidence  what  thefe  foeieties  meant  in  applying  thefe 
principles,  which  they  (late  themfelves  had  deftroyed  the  evid- 
ence of  a  king  in  France.  They  acted  with  a  full  conviction 
that  this  mult  be  the  full  effect  of  their  own  principles,  and  they 
acted  with  the  full  determination  that  it  mould  be  fo. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  give  me  leave  now  to  ftate  to  you,  as 
well  as  I  can,  and  as  intelligibly  as  this  mafs  of  evidence  wiil  al- 
low me  to  ftate,  as  the  cafe  I  have  now  to  ftate  before  you  :  the 
particular  acts1,  the  nature  of  which  will  be  explained  by  all  the 
reft  of  the  evidence,  which  has  led  to  the  including  of  the  fevetal 
perfons  in  this  one  indictment,  arofe  out  of  a  Letter,  dated  27th 
of  March,  1794,  which  was  written  by  the  prifoner  at  the  bar, 
then  the  fecretarv  to  the  London  Correfpondirig  Society  ;  the 
words  are  thefe:  "  1  am  directed  by  the  London  Corrcfponding 
Society  to  tranfmit  the  following  refutations  to  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information,  and  to  requeit  the  fentimems  of  that 
Society,  refpecting  the  important  meafures  which  the  prefent 
juncture  of  affairs  teems  to  require;  the  London  Co'rrefpcmdirig 
Society  conceive  that  the  moment  is  arrived  (mark  the  word-, 
for  in  the  reft  I  have  to  ftate,  you  will  frequently  hear  of  this 
moment)  when  a  full  and  explicit  declaration  is  neceffary  from 
all  the  friends  of  freedom,  whether  the  late  illegal  and  unheard-of 
profecutions  and  fentences  fhall  determine  us  to  abandon  our 
caufe,  or  fhall  excite  us  to  purfue  a  radical  reform,  wr.  h  an  ar- 
dour proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  and  with  a  zeal 
-as  diffinguilhed  on  our  parts  as  the  treachery  of  Qthers  in  the  ramie 
glorious  caufe  is  notorious  :  the  Society  for  Cotiftitutibna'l  Infor- 
mation is  therefore  required  so  determine  whether  or  no  they  will 
be  ready,  when  called  upon,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  this  and 
other  foeieties,  to  obtain  a  fair  rcprefentation  of  the  people,  whe- 
ther they  concur  with  us  in  feeing  the  neceffity  of  a  fpeedy  con- 
vention, for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining,  in  a  coftit'irurfl  .  I  legal 
method,  (but  t'he  method  will  not  be  more  legal  becaiiie  ihoy  c.cl 
\t  fo)  a  redrefs  of  thbfe  grievances  under  which  we  at  prefent  la- 
bour, 
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fcour,  and  which  can  only  and  effeclually  be  removed  by  a  full 
and  fair  reprefentation  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  ;"  and  then 
in  the  third  refolution  accompanying  that  letter,  they  fay,  that 
there  ought  to  be  immediately  a  convention  of  the  people  by  de- 
legates deputed  from  the  different  focieties  of  the  friends  of  free- 
dom, affenibled  from  various  parts  of  the  nation  ;  (and  what  are 
the  purpofes  they  are  to  do  ?  they  are)  to  recall  thofe  wife  and 
wholfome  laws,  that,  (they  fay,)  have  been  wrefled  from  us.  Be- 
fore I  have  done,  I  ihall  prove  to  you  what  the  meaning  of  this 
p3rt  is. 

The  Conftiiutional  Society,  there  being  prefent  at  that  time 
fix  of  the  perfons  mentioned  in  this  indictment,  on  a  propofition 
fo  material  as  this,  they  immediately  ordered  that  the  fecretary 
fhould  acquaint  the  London  Correfponding  Society  that  they 
heartily  concur  in  the  objeel  they  have  in  view,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Having  flated  to  you  this  that  happened  on  the  17th  of  March, 
1794,  and  connected  it  with  the  various  lingular  facls  that  hap- 
pened in  that  year,  you  will  give  me  leave  to  ftate  to^you  what 
is  the  conftrtiiSlive  nature  of  thofe  acls  from  the  various  t  ran  fac- 
tions oi  thefe  focieties,  which  I  Ihall  ftate  to  you  from  the  be- 
ginning of  January  1791. 

The  Attorney  General  here  entered  into  the  origin  of  the  Lon- 
don Conflitutional  Society ;  that  it  was  about  the  month  of 
March  1791,  that  they  were  indebted  to  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Tooke,  under  whom  the  conftitution  was  framed,  and  to  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Vaughan,  for  the  code  of  it's  laws, 
and  this  was  proved  by  a  letter,  figncd  Thomas  Hardy,  fecretary, 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke,  accompanied  by  a  firing  of 
refolutions ;  Mr.  Hardy,  and  not  the  London  Correfponding  So- 
ciety, apologizing  ior  the  liberty  and  prelumption  he  takes  in 
fending  them  to  the  Conflitutional  Society,  and  it  alio  appeared 
that  thefe  refolutions  had  been  fettled  with  a  good  deal  of  delibe- 
ration, by  the  fame  gentleman  in  whofe  hand- writing  they  are, 
namely,  the  prifoner's,  which  refolutions  were  adopted  by  the 
Conflitutional  Society  as  their  own,  on  the  30th  of  March,  1791. 
(See  Reports  of  the  Secret  Committee,  printed  for  J.  S.  Jordan, 
2d  Report,  page  72.) 

He  now  Hated  that  there  had  been  fuch  correfpondences  with 
the  London  Correfponding  Society,  with  the  Conflitutional  So-, 
ciety,  that  he  fhould  be  able  fo  to  connect  them,  as  to  make  it's 
acls  their  own.  He  then  proceeded  to  fpeak  to  the  doclrines 
laid  down  by  Mr.  Paine,  of  a  per  feci  reprefentation,  that  it 
clearly  recommended  1  depolition  of  the  King  ;  it  was  a  book 
that  put  a  King  out  of  the  government ;  but  a  book  that  fays,  if 
a  pejfecl  reprefentation  of  the  people  is  to  be  formed,  itjs  not  to 
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be  Torraed  by  Parliament,  which  that  gentleman  dates  is  abfo- 
lutely  inadequate  to  the  great  conftitution  of  the  rights  or  man, 
and  equal  citizendiip.  It  is  a  work  that  calls  on  the  people  of 
England  to  do  themfelves  judice,  and  form  a  conditution  for 
themfelves,  before  they  can  have  any  government,  which  is  to 
ex  id  in  the  form  of  a  legiflature. 

He  next  adverted  to  a  refolution  of  the  Conditutional  Society, 
at  a  meeting,  March  23,  1792,  made  at  the,  time  when  fome  of 
it's  members  began  to  leave  it,  thinking  the  principles  not  fuch 
as  are  formerly  fet  out  upon.  (See  Jordan's  Reports,  2d  Report, 
page  71.)  And  it  was  a  very  remaikable  thing,  that  the  Shef- 
field and  Norwich  Societies  were  writing  both  the  fame  day  to 
the  Conditutional  Society,  namely,  on  March  14,  fixteen  days 
before  the  thirtieth,  when  Mr.  Hardy  ferit  ihe  refohitions  to  Mr. 
Tooke.  The  letter  of  the  Sheffield  Society,  fhting  that  they 
had  taken  the  liberty  to  indole  a  parcel  to  Mr.  Hardy,  in  an- 
fwer  to  a  letter  of  his,  by  which  he  had  in  torched  them  that 
there  were  in  London  a  number  of  mechanics,  ihopkeepers,  &r. 
forming  themfelves  into  a  Society,  on  the  broad  bafis  of  the  rights 
oi  man,  and  defiring  to  know  the  manner df  conducting  this  bu- 
finefs  at  Sheffield;  in  anfwer  to  which,  the  Sheffield  Society  had 
given  them  their  manner  of  proceeding,  and  hoped  it  might  be  of 
fomeufe,  as  the  improvement  they  were  about  to  adopt  was  cer- 
tainly the  belt  for  managing  large  bodies  in  great  and  populous 
•towns,  namely,  dividing  them  into  fmall  bodies,  or  meetings  of 
ten  perfons  each,  and  thefe  ten  perfons  to  appoint  a  delegate  ;  ten 
of  thefe  delegates  to  f<  rm  another  meeting,  and  fa  on  delegating 
From  one  to  another,  till  at  lad  they  were  reduced  to  a  proper 
number  for  conftituting  the  committee  or  grand  council. 

There  is  another  letter  of  the  fame  date  which  lias  this  re- 
markable circumflance  hi  it,  that  originally  the  word  conftitution 
was  in  it,  and  that  is  (truck  out,  and  the  word  country,  in  Mr. 
Tooke 's  hand  writing,  was  fiibdiiutcd  in  it's  place,  as  follows; 
"'  At  the  fame  time  being  fenfible  to  a  degree  of  certainty,  the 
neceffity  of  a  radical  reform  of  the  country  as  foon  as  prudence 
and  difcretion  will  permit,  and  to  eftabjifti  it  on  that  fyrtem> 
which  is  confident  with  the  Rights  of  Man  ;  for  thefe  reafons 
they  requed  that  certain  members  of  tin  ir  fociety  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Conftitutional  Society,  in  order  that  the  fociety 
at  Sheffield  may  be  ftrengthened,  that  is,  the  fociety  may  be  able 
to  govern  itfeli  with  more  propriety,  and  enabled  to  extend  life-. 
ful  knowledge  from  town  to  village,  and  from  village  to  town, 
until  the  whole  nation  be  fufficiently  enlightened  and  united  iii 
the  fame  caufe,  which  they  fay  cannot  fail  to  be  the  cafe,  where- 
ever  the  mod  excellent  works  of  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  find  refi- 
<knce."     Thofe  works,  which  had  held  monarchy  up  as  incon- 

fifteni 


I  96  ] 

fiHent  with  the  Rights  of  Man,  and  the  incompetency  of  parlia- 
ment to  frame  a  government. 

This  paper  trail fmits  an  important  fact  ;  for  though  the  Con- 
fiitutional  Society  in  London,  and  at  Sheffield,  feem  not  to  have 
any  connection  till  the  14th  of  March  1792,  not  but  they 
might  have  been  connected  before,  yet,  from  this  14th  of  March 
1702,  in  eohfequence  of  introducing  this  fyftem  of  extending 
u'feful  knowledge  from  town  to  village,  and  from  village  to  town, 
tiii  the  whole  nation  mould  be  enlightened,  when  the  number  of 
the  fociety  were  but  two  hundred,  to  the  13th  of  May  1793,  they 
amounted  to  two  fhoufand,  exclufive  of  many  that  were  in 
the  villages ;  they  declare  mat  they  have  derived  more  true  know- 
ledge from  the  works  of  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  than  from  any 
other  author  or  fubjeel ;  that  the  practice,  as  well  as  the  prin- 
ciples of  government,  is  laid  down  in  thofe  works  in  a  manner 
fo  clear  and  irrcfiftibly  convincing,  that  they  had  refolved  to  give 
him  thanks  for  his  two  faid  publications,  entitled  Rights  of  Man, 
pari:;  Firit  and  Second,  combining  principle  with  practice. 

He  then  faid,  Gentlemen,  1  (liould  go  out  of  this  court  with 
grief,  if  I  fhouid  (late  to  you  the  doctrines  of  Mr.  Paine  other- 
wife  than  what  I  think  of  them  ;  and  that  we  may  not  mifun- 
tlerftand  that  principle  and  practice,  you  will  allow  me  to  read' a 
few  palTages  out  of  this  fecond  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  which 
fays,  it  contains  both  the  principles  and  pra6tice  of  government, 
and  then  afk  what  thefe  mull;  have  intended  who  meant  to  apply 
ihem  to  this  country.     You  will  recollect  that  the  government 
of  tliis  country,  is  a  government  confiding  in  a  King,  having  an 
hereditary  crown,   with  the   Houfe  of  Lords   and    Commons, 
forming  a  parliament  according  to  the  conltitution  of  England. 
'I  hat  author,  the  fubject  of  fo  much  eulogium,  in  the  firft  place 
expreifes  a    great  deal  of  what   I   cannot  call  good  will  to  the 
people  of   England,  for  he   fays,    that  during  the  time  of  the 
American  war,   he  was  flrongly  ImprelTed  with  the  idea  that  if 
he  could  get   over  fafe  to  England  without  being  known,  and 
remain  in  fafety  till   he  could   get  out  a    publication,   he  could 
n;v-n  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  England  with  refpect  to  the  mad- 
nefs  and  fhipidity  of  it's  government.     Having  ftated  in  his  for- 
mer book  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  that  no  good  government  could 
exiftbut  <>n  the  Rights  of  Man,   he  itates,  that  governments  are 
hereditary  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  (and  with  refpect  to  this 
country,  is  veiled   in  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,)   or  entirely 
representative,  or  entirely  in  a  commons  houfe,  a  parliament  if 
you  choqfe  fo  to  call  it.     We  know,   in  1669,   the  ruling  go- 
vernment was  called  a  parliament,  a  commons  houfe.    Call  it  fo. 
He  then  fays,  all  hereditary  government  is  in  it's  nature  tyranny. 
An  heritable  erown  or  an  heritable  throne  has  no  other  fignih- 
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cant  explanation,  than  that  mankind  are  heritable  property;  to 
inherit  a  government  is  to  inherit  a  people,  as  ii  they  werefbcks 
and  herds.  Hereditary  fucceflion  is  a  burlefque  upon  monarchy, 
it  puts  it  in  the  mod  ridiculous  light.  It  requires  fome  talents 
to  be  a  common  mechanic,  but  to  be  a  king  requires  onlv  the 
animal  figure  of  man.  This  fort  of  fuperftition  may  laft  a  few 
years  more,  but  it  cannot  long  refift  the  awakened  reaf  m  and  in- 
tereft  of  man.  In  whatever  part  the  feparate  parts  of  the  cor- 
ftitution  may  be  arranged,  there  is  one  fyftem  here  laid  down, 
that  all  hereditary  government  is  fkvery,  and  reprefentative  go- 
vernment freedom  ;  then  fpeaking  of  the  Crown  of  England, 
that  crown  in  which,  according  to  the  Law  and  Conftitution  of 
England,  is  veiled  the  fovereignty  ;  it  lignifies,  fays  he,  a  nomi- 
nal office  of  a  million  a  year,  (and  give  me  leave  here  to  obferye, 
that  this  that  has  been  fo  often  detailed  for  the  worft  of  purpofes, 
cannot  but  be  known  to  be  a  grofs  reprefentation,)  the  buiinefs 
of  which  confifts  chiefly  in  receiving  the  money. 

In  another  part  of  this  book,  p.  170,  you  will  find  Mr.  Paine 
was  very  well  aware  that  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  Confti- 
tution of  France,  wfiich  thefe  two  books  were  to  recommend, 
and  the  principles  laid  down  in  Mr.  Paine's  book,  were  inconfif- 
tent  with  the  practice  of  France  st  that  prefent  moment;  it  is 
there  plain,  from  what  is  there  faid,  that  he  forefaw  that  a  repre- 
fentative government,  founded  on  his  principles  with  a  king, 
could  not  exift. 

Thefe  refolutions  being  received  from  Sheffield,  a  ftep  is  taken 
on  it  in  the  Conftitutional  Society,  and  what  gives  an  auihenti 
city  to  it  is  the  book  vfhich  I  have  now  in  my  hand,  and  which 
is  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  that  focicty ;  and  it  is  re- 
markable, they  are  letters  that  are  fuppofed  to  be  received  from 
Sheffield,  they  are  referred  in  their  letters  to  the  books,  and  then, 
with  a  view  of  publication  of  them  into  the  world,  there  is  a 
refolution  that  this  letter  be  published  in  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle, World,  Poft,  Times,  Argus,  Englifh  Chronicle,  and  Gej 
neral  Evening  papers.  In  this  letter  there  is,  firft  of  all,  in 
Mr.  Tooke's  hand  writing,  "Society  for  Conftitutional  Informa- 
tion, 14th  of  March  1792;"  there  is  alfo  Mr.  Hardy's  name, 
figned  by  Tooke  ;  and  then  there  is  added,  "Ordered,  that  the  fe- 
cretary  do  return  the  thanks  of  this  Society  for  Conllitutional  In- 
formation to  the  Society  eftablifhed  a't  Sheffield  ;  and  that  he  ex- 
prefs  to  them,  with  what  friendfhip  and  affection  this  fociety  em- 
braces them  as  brothers  and  fellow  labourers  in  the  fame  caufe 
that  he  do  affure  them  of  our  intire  concurrence  with  their  opi, 
nion,  viz.  that  the  people  of  this  country  are  not,  as  Mr.  Burke 
terms  them,  fwine,  but  rational  beings,  better  qualified  to  fepa- 
rate truth  from  error  than  himfelf,  poffeffing  more  honefly  ami 
Ifcfs  craft. 

N  «  Refolved, 
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"  Refolved, 
"  That  this  fociety  will,  on  Friday  next,  March  31,  ballot 
for  the  twelve  affociated  members  recommended  by  the  Sheffield 
Committees,  and  approved  at  this  meeting." 

Then  this  meeting  is  to  be  ordered  for  the  primary  purpofe  of 
recommending  the  Rights  of  Man,  recommending  that  principle 
and  practice  which  makes  the  Sheffield  people  fellow  labourers 
with  the  Constitutional,  the  combining  principle  and  practice, 
which  is  aimed  ior  the  deftrudtion  ot  monarchy  in  this  coun- 
try, and  for  the  purpofe  of  recommending  that  reprefentative 
government. 

He  then  obferved,  that  this  fociety  having  expreffed  an  incli- 
nation that  there  ihould  be  fome  affociated  members  in  the 
Constitutional  Society,  affiliation  began  in  th,at  fociety:  accord- 
ingly on  the  21  ft  of  March,  twelve  perfons  were  ballotted  for  as 
from  the  Sheffield  Society,  and  became  aifbciated  members  of 
this  fociety.  On  the  24th  of  March  1792,  a  paper  appears  to 
have  been  lent  from  the  Conftitutional  Society,  to  a  neit  of  fo- 
cieties  eftablifhed  at  Norwich,  and  it  appears  that  the  words, 
24th  of  March  1792,  are  in  the  hand  writing  of  Mr.  Tooke; 
the  letter  informing  them  that  their  fociety  confifted  of  fome 
hundreds,  and  new  focieties  were  frequently  forming,  that  their 
greateft  care  has  been  to  preferve  order  and  regularity,  and  to 
convince  the  world  that  riot  and  diforder  were  no  part  of  their 
political  creed  ;  they  believed  that  Mr.  Burke  had  traduced  the 
greateft  and  moft  glorious  revolution  in  the  world ;  that 
their  thanks  were  due  to  Mr.  Paine,  and  more  efpecially  due  for  his 
firft  and  fecond  parts  of  the  Rights  of  Man  ;  and  (fay  they)  we 
fincerely  wifh  that  his  labours  (that  is,  the  definition  of  heredi- 
tary government  and  a  limited  monarchy)  may  be  crowned  with 
fuccefs  in  the  general  diffufion  of  liberty  and  happinefs  amongft 
mankind. 

Another  letter  he  adverted  to  from  Norwich,  which,  though,  it 
was  received  on  the  24th  of  March,  was  not  read  in  the  Confti- 
tutional Society  till  the  14th  of  May,  wherein  Mr.  Paine's  Rights 
of  Man,  and  Mr.  Barlow's  book  upon  the  Privileged  Orders,  arc 
ipoken  of  in  high  terms  ;  Mr.  Barlow's  book  being  in  the 
plained  language  an  advice  to  all  people  to  get  rid  of  kingly 
government ;  and  how  any  man  living  could  thank  thefe  people 
without  informing  them  that  they  mufl  be  ignorant  in  the  ex- 
treme, or  fomething  worfe  than  ignorant  in  the  extreme,  is  to 
me  quite  inexplicable.  After  ftating  the  conftitution  of  their 
.  fociety,  the  twelve  names  that  are  added  are  in  the  hand  writing 
of  Mr.  Tooke. 

Then  this  fociety  returns  thanks  to  Sheffield  for  it's  communi- 
cations, and  refolves,  that  every  individual  has  a  right  to  fhare  in  the 
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government  of  that  fociety  or  which  he  is  a  member,  unlcfs  in- 
capacitated, &c.  And  this  that  I  have  now  read  to  you,  1  am 
very  willing,  if  you  pleafe,  that  you  fhould  conitrue  every  word 
of  it  on  th;s  principle,  that  thofe  that  fent  it  to  the  ConiHtu- 
tional  Society  underftood  it  to  be  confident  with  the  Britidi 
government ;  and  I  claim  no  credit  for  the  veracity  that  their 
confpiracy  has  exided,  unlels  I  (hew  yo:i  in  the  fubfequent  acts 
of  thefe  focieties,  that  they  meant  by  principle  and  practice,  the 
direct  oppoiite  to  the  government  of  what  is  edablifhed  here. 

You  will  find  there  was  a  fociety  in  Southwark,  and  which,  in 
a  letter  which  I  have  to  produce  to  you,  dates  there  the  admiHfoh 
of  all  Mr.  Paine's  principles.  (See  Jordan's  Second 'Report  of  the 
Commons,  p.  73  )  The  Society  of  Gonftitutional  Information 
return  their  thanks  for  that  alfo,  and  then  the  fame  ptrfons  fay, 
in  the  fame  paper,  we  call  upon  our  fellow  citizen?,  of  all  de- 
fcript  jons,  to  inditute  fimilar  focieties  for  the  fame  great  pur- 
pofe,  (for  the  purpofe  of  diffufmg  the  idea  of  reprefentative  go- 
vernment,) and  we  recommend  a  general  correfpondence  (but 
attached  for  ever  to  the  Conditutional  Society)  with  each  other, 
and  with  the  Society  for  Conditutional  Information  in  London, 
as  the  bed  way  of  cementing  the  common  union,  and  of  di- 
recting, with  greater  energy,  our  united  efforts  to  the  fame 
common  object.  What  are  the  objects  of  thefe  focieties  dated 
to  be?  What  are  they  ?  If  you  find  the  object  of  the  Conditu- 
tional  Society,  you  find  the  object  of  this  fociety,  as  well  as  of 
the  London  Correfponding  Society. 

This  London  Conditutional  Society  refolve,  that  everv 
fociety  defiring  an  union  or  correfpondence  with  this,  and  which 
doth  not  profefs  any  principles  deftruStive  to  truth  or  jtiftice,  or 
fubverfive  to  the  liberties  of  our  country,  but  which,  on  the 
contrary,  feeks,  as  we  do,  the  removal  of  corruption  from  the 
Jegiflatuie,  and  abufes  from  the  government,  ought  to  be,  and  I 
hope  will  be,  embraced  with  the  moll  brotherly  affection  and  pa- 
triotic friendlhip  with  this  fociety.  Now  obierve  on  this,  that 
all  this  language  is  perfectly  confident  with  this  principle  cm  the 
minds  of  thofe  who  write,  and  they  do  not  venture  to  explain  it, 
that  the  principles  that  were  productive  of  truth  and  judice,  were 
all  principles  that  were  in  competition  to  the  principles  of  Mr. 
Paine,  and  all  practice  likewife. 

I  now  come  to  a  circumftance  or  two,  which  leads  me  to  date, 
what  will  appear  in  the  organization  of  the  Corre (pond i no- 
Society ;  the  French  clubs  gained  the  afcendmcy  over  the  coun- 
try, being  at  firft  a  very  fmall  body  of  men,  and  when  they  became 
large,  fubdividing  themfelves,  as  was  the  nature  of  thefe  focie- 
ties, from  town  to  village,  and  from  village  to  town,  arid  hamlet 
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to  hamlet,  and  all,  as  they  exprefs  it,   until  there  was  not  sn 
unenlightened  man  in  the  country. 

Then,  according  to  the  written  evidence,  it  appears  that  a 
gentleman,  ot  the  name  of  Felix  Vaughan,  he  having  been  de- 
puted by  this  fociety  on  the  30th  of  April,  was  appointed  to 
form  a  constitutional  code  of  laws  for  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society,  in  which  there  was  the  following  regulation, 
namely,  that  every  perfon,  before  he  was  admitted,  fhould  an- 
fvver  in  effect  to  the  three  following  queftionsv: 

1.  Are  you  convinced  that  the  Parliamentary  reprefentation  of 
the  people  is  at  prefent  imperfect:  ? 

2.  Does  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom  require  that  there  fhould 
be  a  reform  ?  v 

3.  Will  you  endeavour\  by  all  juftifiable  means,  to  promote 
fuch  reformation  in  Parliament  ? 

And  then -they  form  a  purfe,  they  frame  a  committee  of  dele- 
gates, &c.  and  this  conftiiu  ion  having  been  formed,  they  pub- 
lifh  it  in  the  month  of  May,  and  what  obfervations  they  {fate  to 
the  public  on  it,  I  (hall  have  occafion  to  notice  to  you  prefently. 

The  fociety  for  constitutional  information  having  affiliated 
thefe  focieties  very  fuddenly  with  themfelves,  whether  Mr.  Paine 
remained  in  this  country,  or  not,  I  cannot  tell  ;  but  they  found 
an  inclination  to  affiliate,  itfelf  with  a  fociety,  calling  itfelf  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  meeting  in  Freemafon's  Tavern  ;  but  it 
is  a  mo  ft  important  fact,  that  on  the  firft  attempt  the  Conftitu- 
tioual Society  made  to  affiliate  with  them,  and  it  ought  to  be  de- 
clared in  juftice  to  them,  they  rejected  it.  ^See  Jordan's  Second 
Report  of  the  Commons ,  page  1 19.) 

He  then  proceeded  to  mention,  though  it  was  a  little  out  of 
date,  that  this  fociety  at  Sheffield,  who  had  connected  itfelf  by 
affiliation  with  the  Society  fur  Conftitutional  Information,  and 
the  London  Correfponding  Society,  had  received  intelligence 
about  the  24th  of  May,  what  their  object  was,  and  the  attention 
which  the  fociety  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  meant  to  pay  to 
the  constitution  ;  and  then,  (fays  he,)  doubt  if  you  can- what  the 
Conftitutional  Society  understood  to  be  the  object  of  the  Sheffield 
Society,  and  the  Sheffield  Society  underftood  to  be  the  object  of 
the  Constitutional  .Society :  for  the  Sheffield  people  difavow 
the  Friends  of  the  People,  becaufethey  meant  to  keep  to  the  forms 
of  the  conftitution,  as  you  will  find  in  a  letter  written  by  the  Shef- 
field Society  on  the  26th  of  May,  1792,  to  the  Conftitutional  So- 
ciety. 

Having  ftated  to  you  now  what  it  was  that  the  Friends  of  the 
People  difcovered  to  be  the  object  of  the  Conftitutional  Society, 
and  agreeing  with  me  that  their  difcovery  on  that  Subject  was 
accurate  and  right,  we  will  go  back  again,  and  proceed  in  order 
of  time  to  the  7th  of  April,  at  which  time  Mr.  Hardy  Sent  from  the 
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London  Correfftonding  Society,  a  copy  of  tfieir  resolutions,  tofht 
Society  for  Confritutional  Information  that  was  effablifhed  at 
Maucfrefler,  and  defired  alfo  to  have  correfpondence  with  them, 
as  they  were  all  engaged  in  the  common  canfe,  that  fociety  alfo 
hoping  that  the  other  great  benefits  that  Mr.  Paine  had  Itated, 
would  be  carried  into  effect. 

Then  there  is  another  letter  of  Mr.  Vaughan's,  defiring  of 
Mr.  Hardy  his  affiftance  in  the  important  work.  On  the  iSrii 
of  April,  1792,  in  furtherance  of  this  plan,  we  find  Mr.  Hardy 
writes  a  letter  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Society  in  the  Borough, 
that  is,  the  fociety  that  had  i'o  diflin&ly  ftated  their  principles, 
leading  to  a  reprefentative  government,  as  the  only  fecurity  for 
the  liberty  of  the  country.  He  writes,  "  I  fhould  be  very  happy 
to  enter  into  a  correfpondence  with  your  fociety,  as  we  are  all 
engaged  in  the  fame  caufe,  namely,  to  have  the  rights  of  man 
re-e(tablifhed,  efpecially  in  this  nation." 

There  is  another  letter  to  this  fociety,  from  a  perfon  of  the 
name  of  Favell,  who  is  chairman  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
in  Surrey  ;  he  writes  thus:  "We  cordially  unite  with  you, 
and  all  fimilar  focieties  in  the  kingdom  ;  we  thall  tranfrait  you  a 
copy  of  our  declaration,  and  hope  for  your  further  correfpon- 
idence." 

On  the  26th  of  this  fame  month  of  April,  it  appears  that  there 
were  fome  refolutions  come  to  by  the  delegates  of  the  united  fo-. 
cieties  of  Norwich,  and  this  diftinclly  ilates  that  Mr.  Paine's 
books  were  the  means  by  which  prejudices  grown  up  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Britifh  government,  were  to  be  got  rid  of  ;  at  the  fame 
time  defiling  twelve  men  to  be  affiliated  with  the  London  Con- 
ftitutional  Society. 

On  the  nth  of  May,  1792,  the  Condi  tutional  Society  refolve 
that  there  ihould  be  a  communication  of  that  fociety  with  the  fo- 
ciety of  the  friends  of  the  conftitution- at  Paris,  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Jacobines,  and  they  fend  them  an  addrefs.  ("See 
Jordan's  Second  Report  of  the  Commons,  page  78.)  This  addrefs 
was  figned  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Conftitutional  Society,  and 
tranfmitted  to  Watt  at  Paris,  by  Mr.  Tooke. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  dangerous  doctrines  held  forth  by  Mr. 
Paine  in  his  firft  and  fecond  parts  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  and 
particularly  in  the  book  entitled  the  Addrefs  to  the  Addreifers  ; 
Mr.  Paine  having  gone  the  length  of  aliening  therein  the  incom- 
petency of  government  to  reform  itfelf;  and  having  afferted  that 
a  representation  of  the  people  muff,  do  this  work  in  convention, 
it  was  impoflible  not  to  apply  to  the  country  agaiaft  the  attacks 
tliat  were  made  on  government  by  that  perfon,  and  it  became  ne- 
ceffary  to  afk  a  Jury  whether  this  doctrine  was  to  be  tolerated  ? 
The  confequence  wus,  that  thefe  focieties  immediately  enter  into 

fubferip- 


[     103     ] 

fubfcriptions  for  the  fupport  of  Mr.  Paine  in  the  profecution, 
and  the)'  confidered  themfelves  as  fupporting  the  rights  of  the  na- 
tion, in  publishing  his  works,  becaufe  the  works  were  calcula- 
ted to  produce  thofe  effects,  without  which  the  nation,  accord- 
ing to  their  opinion,  could  not  exift  in  a  ftate  of  freedom  as  a 
nation  ;  and  it  becoming  more  vifible  that  they  wanted  to  raife 
the  democratic  part  of  the  country,  many  of  their  members  would 
not  It  ay  among  them,  and  they  do  not  in  the  leaft  attempt  to  ex- 
plain their  meaning:  they  fay  not,  you  are  miftaken  in  our  pro- 
ject ;  jio;  but  they  leave  the  fociety  with  the  remaining  mem- 
bers, to  execute  the  purpofe  which  they  are  engaged  in.  Having 
come  to  thefe  refolutions,  in  order  to  fupport  Mr.  Paine  in  this 
profecution,they  publifli  thefe  refolutions  in  various  newfpapers, 
the  editors  of  thefe  newfpapers  infuring  themfelves  againfl  the 
hazards  of  the  law,  fome  ior  more,  and  fome  for  lefs.  And  then 
thefe  publications  are  fent  into  the  country,  in  various  places, 
in  hundreds  and  thoufands,  to  diftribute  to  perfons  of  all 
profeffions,  to  the  utter  defeat  of  the  impoffibility  effectually  to 
reftrain  the  mifchief,  for  the  very  purpofe  of  having  that  effect 
of  making  the  law  of  the  country  unequal  to  the  mi  (chief  which 
it  was  intended  to  make. 

Another  flep  was  taken  at  the  fame  time,  namely,  a  procla- 
mation, which  was  ilfued  by  the  executive  government  of  the 
country,  in  order  to  reftrain  thefe  feditious  publications.  And 
in  both  thefe  focieties  you  will  find  them  cloaking  themfelves 
under  the  words  of  a  full,  fair,  and  free  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  which  never  co-exifh  in  any  writings  of  their's,  with  the 
mentioning  of  the  King,  or  the  other  houfe  of  the  Legiflature  ; 
they  vilify  that  proclamation,  and  they  make  it  the  very  means 
by  which  they  fhall  fpread  the  mifchief  more  rapidly  than  they 
otherwife  could  have  done. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1792,  there  is  a  letter  fent  from  Mr. 
Hardy  ;  I  believe  it  is  not  in  his  own  hand-writing,  but  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Mr.  Vaughan  ;  in  which  he  ftates,  that  by  the 
uirecYton  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  he  had  the 
honour  of  incloling  to  them  the  copy  of  their  Addrefs  and  Regu- 
lations, which  he  requefted  might  be  communicated  to  the  Con- 
ftitutional  Society.  The  thanks  of  the  fociety  was  given  them 
for  this. 

The  London  Correfponding  Society  followed  the  example  of 
the  Conititutional  Society,  in  vilifying  the  proclamation  in  a 
paper,  which  was  read,  this  paper  having  been  communicated  by 
the  London  Correfponding  Society,  at  a  meeting  held  July  6, 
1  792.     (See  Jordan's  Second  Report  of  the  Commons,  page  83.) 

'  On  the  14th  of  June,  1792,  a  letter  is  received  by  them  from 
certain  ncrfons,  figning  themfelves.   the  Editors  of  the  Patriot, 
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(fee  Jordan's   Second  Report  of  the  Commons,  page  87  to  91,) 
figned  by  Mr.  Gale. 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1792,  they  refolve  that  twelve  thou fand 
of  Mr.  Paine's  Letters  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  be  printed  by 
this  fociety,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  tranfmitted  to  our  corre- 
fpondents  throughout  Great  Britain,  and  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  direct  the  fame. 

The  Attorney  General  now  pafTed  on  to  the  6th  of  Auguft, 
1792,  at  which  time  there  appeared  to  him  to  have  been  a  molt 
important  tranfaction  paffed  in  the  London  Correfponding  So- 
ciety ; it  is  an  Addrefs,  which  developes  their  plan  to  bring  about  a 
Reform,  without  any  communication  with  that  parliament,  which 
they  confidered  as  inadequate  to  the  work  ;  in  which  the  letter 
and  addrefs,  fetting  forth  what  they  confider  as  the  grievances  in 
the  country, (fates,"  that fuch being  the  forlorn  fituatinnof  three- 
fourths  ot  the  country,  how  are  Britons  to  obtain  redrefs  ?  will 
the  court,  theminiftry,  the  parliament  grant  it  ?  will  the  nobles 
or  clergy  hear  the  people  r  No ;  experience  tells  us,  and  procla- 
mations confirm  it,  they  will  not.  Therefore,  Britons,  friends, and 
fellow-citizens,  with  one  heart  unite,  claim  what  is  your  right." 

This  addrefs  was  circulated  with  infinite  induflry  to  every  cor- 
refponding fociety  in  the  kingdom,  conveyed  through  every  pof- 
fiblechannel,andthedo£trinv:adopted  by  all  disaffiliating  focieties; 
and  the  plan  on  which  they  went  upon  from  the  6th  of  Auguft, 
appears  to  be  a  plan  to  redrefs  themfelves  by  their  own  power,  to 
redrefs  themfelves  by  their  own  itrength,  and  not  by  the  par» 
liament. 

He  obferved,  that  it  feemed  to  him  impoffible  to  mif- 
fafce  what  is  meant  by  thefe  papers.  1  beg  you  will  give  your  par- 
ticular attention  to  a  paper  found  on  Mr.  Hardy,  dated  Sept.  JL 
1792,  received  from  Stockport  on  the  17th. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Stockport,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Cor- 
refponding Society ',  received  Sept .  17,   1792. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  obedience  to  the  wi flics  of  the  fociety  here,  I  have  the 
pleafure  of  acknowledging  the  honour  of  your  letter,  and  the 
packet  which  the  kindnefs  of  our  brothers  of  the  London  Cor- 
refponding Society  fo  opportunely  prefented  us  with. 

It  is  doubly  deferving  our  thanks,  as  it  (hews  your  kindnefs, 
and  as  it  will  be  ufeful  in  the  information  of  our  infant  fociety  5 
we  ftand  much  in  need  of  your  experience  in  this  particular,  and 
vvc  doubt  not  of  your  bed  ailiihnce.  We  are  f unrounded  by  a 
majority,  a  formidable  one  nicked,  in  power,  abilities,  and 
numbers,  but  we  are  not  dtirnayed. 

We 
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We  have  carefully  perufcd  the  addreflfes,  and  I  am  to  obferve 
on  their  contents  in"  general,  that  the  fentiments  hardly  rife  to 
that  height  which  we  expetl  from  men  fenfible  of  their  full  claims 
to  abftlute  and  uncontrollable  liberty,  i.e.  unaccountable  to  any  power 
•which  they  have  not  immediately  conjlituted  and  appointed. 

Thefe  are  our  fentjments,  whatever  may  be  your's,  though  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  political  knowledge  it  may  be  prudent  not  to 
avxw  them  openly.  We  defire  your  fentiments  on  the  means  of 
accompli ihing  that  object  which  we  prefume  you  have  in  com- 
mon with  us.  We  think  it  expedient  that  we  mould  per- 
fectly underftand  each  other  in  the  beginning,  left  the  appearance 
of  difunion  might  furnifh  matter  of  triumph  to  our  enemies. 
We  obferve  one  expreflion,  which  fays,  "  Numerous  other  re-r 
forms  would  undoubtedly  take  place,  ckc.  ckc."  But  we  afk,  how 
is  that  parliament  to  be  chofen  r  Can  we  expect  it  from  the 
prefent  order  of  things  ?  Would  not  all  the  evil  be  done  away  at 
once  by  the  people  afjembled  in  convention  f  Does  it  appear  probable, 
that  the  odious  laws  which  we  complain  of  will  be  abolifhed 
any  other  way?   Can  the  grievance  arifing  from  ariftocracy  be 

redreffed,  while  the  — (Blank,  and  whether  it  is  to  be 

filled  up  with  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  or  King,  it  is  for  you  to 
judge,i  retains  it's  prefent  authority  in  the  legiflature  ?  Is  the 
univerfal  right  of  confcience  ever  to  be  attained,  while  the 
J3 maintain  their  feats  on  the 

Your  thoughts  on  thefe  important  points  we  mod  earneftly 
defire  may  be  tranfmitted  to  us  as  foon  as  poflible ;  not  directed 
as  the  laft ;  we  fear  it   will   excite   fufpicion.     Direct  to  Mr. 

,  Stockport,  who  is  chairman  occafionally  in   the  ab- 

fence  of ,  who  refidcs  too  far  from  hence  to  be  at  hand 

on  emergencies. 

Your's,  ckc. 


Here  the  Stockport  Society  fay,  that  they  think  that  the  fenti- 
ments of  the  AddreiTes  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society 
hardly  amount  to  their  expectations  ;  and  they  fay,  we  prefume 
your  fentiments  on  the  means  of  accomplifhing  that  object,  are 
in  common  with  us.  To  accomplifh  what  object  ?  The  object 
of  putting  themfelves  under  no  power  which  they  had  not  imme- 
diately appointed.  Was  it  to  be  done  by  Parliament  ?  No  ;  the 
Addrefs  of  the  6th  of  Auguft  had  difavowed  it :  it  is  not  to  be  done 
while  the  other  parts  of  the  Legiflature  hold  their  parts  in  the 
Legiflature.  Now,  when  thefe  people  thus  write,  we  prefume 
that  you  mean  to  purfue  the  fame  means  in  accomplifhing  that 
object,  which  it  may  not  be  prudent  to  avow  openly.     Does 

•  *  the 
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the  Correfponding-Society  fay  in  their  anfwef,'  tell  us  what  you 
mean  by  that  object,  as  they  would  have  done  if  they  had  meant 
to  difavow  that  they  had  no  fuch  object  ?  If  they  do  not,  the  an- 
fwer  is  diftindily  this,  that  if  it  is  to  be  accomplilhed  in  a  full, 
fair,  and  free  reprefentation  of  the  people  ;  a  full  and  fair  repre- 
fentation  was  to  be  the  method  or  immediate  means  that  was 
to  effect  what  they  were  feeking  after  ;  that  was  to  be  as  the  me- 
dium to  anfvver  all  their  defigns.  Then  follows  the  anfwer  in  a 
letter  figned  by  Margarot,  dated  the  1  ith  of  October,  to  the  Friends 
of  Univerfal  Peace  and  of  the  Rights  of  Man-Society  at  Stockport. 

"  With  infinite  fatisfaftion  the  London  Correfponding- 
Society  Committee  perufed  your  letter:  they  are  happy  to 
learn  your  fteady  determination,  fpite  of  all  obftacles,  to 
purfue  that  fole  means  of  political  felicity,  a  perfect  reprefenta- 
tion of  the  people. 

*«  With  .  regard  to  our  publications,  our  fentiments  are 
expreffed  in  as  firong  terms  as  prudence  will  permit,  yet  plain 
enough  zve  imagine  to  convince  the  public  that  while  we  expect 
every  thing  from  an  honeft  and  an  annual  parliament,  nothing 
fhort  ot  fuch  a  fenate,  chofen  by  the  whole  nation,  will  fatisfy 
us. 

"  True  generofity,  the  charadteriftic  of  this  nation,  and  of  all 
unperverted  men  throughout  the  globe,  calling  upon  us  to  coun- 
tenance, at  this  juncture,  the  arduous  ftruggle  of  the  French 
nation  againfl  defpotifm  and  ariftocracy,  thofe  foes  to  the  human 
race,  we  have  refolved  upon  addrefTing  the  French  National  Con- 
vention. 

(This  was  on  the  nth  of  October  1792  ;  and  the  King  of 
France  was  depofed  on  the  10th  of  Auguft  1792.  Thefe  tranf- 
a£tions  appear  peculiarly  worthy  notice.) 

"  Now,  without  entering  into  the  probable  effe&s  of 
fuch  a  meafure,  effects  which  your  Society  will  not  fail 
to  difcover,  we  invite  you  to  join  us  ;  and  to  that  end 
herewith  you  have  a  copy  of  our  intended  addrefs  ;  if  you 
approve  the  idea,  and  will  concur  in  fending  it,  be  pleafed 
to  return  us  without  delay  a  copy,  figned  by  your  prefident 
and  fecretary,  or  by  the  delegates,  ftating  each  for  haw  many 
perfons  he  figns,  we  will  then  alTociate  your  body  with  ours,  and 
with  fome  others  who  have  already  affented  to  the  meafure.  If, 
on  the  contrary,  you  difapprove  that  mark  of  zeal  towards  the 
only  nation  that  has  hitherto  undertaken  to  reflore  to  mankind  its  ju/i 
rights,  pleafe  to  communicate  to  us  your  objections. 

«  Sir, 
*•  For  the  Committee  of  Delegates, 
"  Yours,  &c. 

'«  M.  M.  Ch." 
O  Now, 
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Now,  on  the  6th  of  October  1792,  that  Mr  Barlow  (whole 
name  occurs  before  with  refpect  to  his  publications)  writes  a 
letter  and  fends  it  to  the  London  Correfponding-Society,  together 
with  a  book,  called  "  Advice  to  the  National  Convention  of 
France :"  he  writes  a  fimilar  letter  to  the  Conflitution-al-Society  ; 
and  you  will  pleafe  to  oblerve,  that  he  was  fent  as  one  of  the  de- 
legates of  the  Society  to  Paris.  Mr.  Barlow  fays  in  that  letter, 
I  have  lately  pwbhihed  a  fmall  treatife,  aJdrelled  to  the  National 
Convention  of  France,  on  the  defects  of  the  conftitution  of  1791, 
and  of  the  amendments  that  ought  to  be  applied. 

He  then  obferved,  that  although  the  contents  of  his  treatife  was 
more  pamculariy  applicable  to  the  French  government,  yet  he 
would  beg  leave  to  {late  what  was  the  doctrine  in  this  book  for 
which  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information  (Mr.  Hardy  then 
a  member  of.it)  gave  him  their  thanks  :  that  doctrine  amounts  to 
this,  Mr.  Barlow,  alter  Hating  that  thefe  principles  of  equal  active 
citizenfliip,  which  had  found  its  way  into  the  conititution  of 
France  in  1791.  and  which  had  left  a  King  as  a  part  of  the 
fyftem  of  that  government,  were  not  compatible ;  he  informs 
them  that  the  glorious  victory  of  the  10th  of  Augui't,  had  ac- 
complilhed  finall}  the  effect  of  thofe  principles  which  he  under- 
flow! to  be  the  principles  of  thofe  to  whom  he  was  writing, 
aliening  that  it  was  impoflible upon  thofe  principles,  that  a  King 
could  be  retained  in  that  fyftem  of  government  ,  becuife,  ac- 
cording to  fuch  a  fyftem  the  conftitution  was  at  variancewith  itfelf, 
conceiving  that  thofe  that  hud  nude  the  Revolution  in  17.91,  hud 
not  discovered  that  delect  ;  or  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  had  dif- 
covered  it.  they  thought  the  moment  hud  not  arrived  when  they 
would  reduce  it  to  a  pure  reprefentative  government;  and  alio 
afterting,  that  the  maxim  of  government,  that  a  King  can  do 
no  wrong,  ought  to  be,  that  a  king  can  do  no  good  ;  and  until 
they  excluded  out  of  their  fyftem  of  government,  a  King,  they 
would  not  be  in  any  rational  form  of  government.  This  is  the 
gentleman  that  is  voted  by  the  Conftitutional  Information,  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Society,  md  afterwards  fent  to  Paris 
with  me  addreHes  i  am  now  about  toflate  to  you,  of  thofe  ad- 
drefTes  1  Hull  ftate  to  you  but  two  of  them.  Thefe  ao'cireffes 
had  been  lent  up  and  down  through  the  country  to  the  affiliated 
Societies  for  obtaining  addresses  fronn  them  to  exprefs  the  fame 
principles  to  France  not  un  account  of  the  cauie  of  France, 
but  an  account  of  the  caufe,  of  England,  with  a  view  of  bringing 
the  fame  effect  into  England  as  in  that  of  France. 

The  London  Correfponding-Society  firft  of  all  communicated, 
t,  he  Conftitutional-$otiety,  in  the  month  of  October,  their 
inte:  1.  .  >f  fending  an  addrefs  to  Fftfnce ,  the  Conftitutlonal- 
Socfetj  fujiy  approved  of  the  purpofe,  iayv  the  pud  it  aimed  at, 

and 
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and  they  determined  not  to  concur  in  the*  fame  addrefs,  but  to 
fend  a  feparate  addrefs  ;  and  in  thefe  papers  you  will  fee  the 
principles  that  were  expreffed  to  the  Convention  concerning  the 
King  ana  government  of  the  country,  and  for  rearing  a  Re- 
public. 

The  addrefs  of  the  London  Correfponding-Society  is  to  this 
cffeft  [Sec  Jordan's  Second  Report  of  the  Commons,  p.  85). 

This  was  followed  by  another  from  the  Society  for  Confii- 
tutional  Information,  which  feems  to  ftate  their  principles  more 
clearly  (See  Jordan's  Second  Report  of  the  Commons,  p.  91). 
They  rejoice  that  the  glorious  viftory  of  the  10th  of  Augwft,  has 
finally  prepared  the  way  for  a  conflitution  eftablifhed  on  the 
balls  of  reafon  and  nature.  Mr.  Barlow  had  faid,  and  they 
adopted  their  addrefs  in  his  language,  that  there  was  no  con- 
stitution could  be  formed,  on  the  bads  of  liberty  and  nature, 
on  the  principle  of  the  Revolution  of  1791,  with  a  King  at 
their  head. 

It  will  not  be  matter  of  furprife  to  you  that  a  letter  fuch  as 
this  to  the  National  Convention  of  France,  (hoilld  have  produced 
opinions  confonant  thereto.  «•* 

It  is  not  very  extraordinary  that  that  infamous  decree  of 
fraternization  was  made  in  France,  whereby  they  rejected  pri- 
vileged orders  of  all  calls.  But  I  think  you  will  be  furprifed 
that  any  man  could  receive  fuch  a  letter  as  Mr.  Barlow's  in  this 
country,  and  read,  in  approbation,  the  anfwer  of  this  addrefs 
to  France,  and  which  was  read  in  the  pretence  of  the  prifoner, 
without  taking  fome  means  to  mew  that  he  rejected  all  that 
that  anfwer  meant  to  fay. 

On  the  21ft  of  December  1792,  or  rather,  I  fhould  fay,  on 
the  14th  of  December  1792,  a  letter  is  received  by  the  Society 
for  Conititutional  Information  from  the  Society  of  Friends  and 
Equality,  fitting  at  Laon,  capital  of  the  department  de  I'Aifne, 
wherein  is  expreflTed,  that  when  they  acknowledge  no  rights, 
but  the  Rights  of  Man,  then  France  and  Engl  I  ihall  form 
together  a  treaty  of  union  as  lading  as  the  courfe  of.  the  Seine 
and  the  Thames,  then  there,  as  here,  (hall  exilt  no  other  reign 
but  that  of  Li-berty,  Equality,  and  Friendfhip  ;  and  conclude, 
may   this   day  rife  on   the  horizon  of  the  two  nations. 

Accordingly  then,  we  find  this  Society  of  the  Friends  of 
Liberty  eltablilhed  at  Laon,  as  adverting  to  what  had  been  faid 
in  the  addrefs  of  the  Conltitutional-Society  to  the  National  Con- 
vention on  the  10th  of  Augtill :  faying,  "  Yes,  alfo,  bre- 
thren and  friends,  the  10th  of  Auguit  fhall  be  diftinguilhed 
in  the  annals  of  the  world,  as  the  day  of  the  triumph  of  Li- 
berty, &c."  On  the  17th  of  December  1792,  they  received 
another  letter  from  a  Society   in  Macon   in  the  department  of 

O  a  the 
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the  Saone  and  Loire,  in  which  they  are  exhorted  to  live  free  or 
die  :  they  fay,  "  Will  that  bold  nation,  that  has  produced 
philofophers,  remain  a  partial  fpedlator  in  the  noble  caufe.  You 
will  foon  lift  up  yourfelfagainft  the  perfidious  court  of  St.  James's ; 
your  love  for  liberty  has  fixed  your  attention  on  their  acls. 
The  Popular  Societies  of  France  regard  the  epoch  that  (hall 
permit  them  to  prepare  their  addreffes  to  the  National  Alfembly 
of  Great-Britain,  and  to  offer  to  the  foldiers  of  your  nation, 
arms,  bayonets,  and  pikes."  Some  perfons,  connected  with 
thefe  in  this  indictment,  were  at  the  bar  of  the  National  Con- 
vention of  France;  others  of  them  delivering  thefe  fentiments 
by  their  ambaffadors,  Mr.  Barlow,  whofe  principles  you  have 
feen,  and  Mr.  Froft,  who  has  been  convicted  in  this  country, 
coming  from  that,  with  the  do&rine  of,  No  King.  They  offered 
this  addrefs  to  the  National  Convention  of  France,  the  lubftance 
of  which  I  will  ifate  to  you  in  terms  which  I  believe  is  an  ac- 
curate tranflation. 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Froft,  two  Englifh  citizens, 
being  admitted  to  the  bar,  one  of  them  pronounced  the  addrefs 
dated  Nov.  28,  1792,  and  obferve*  it  was  after  the  National 
Aflembly  had  promifed  fraternal  aflillance  to  the  fubje&s  of  any 
country  that  found  themfelvcs  willing  to  caft  off  all  kingly  go- 
vernment:  They  fay,  "  We  are  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
triumphs  of  Liberty.  Before  the  epoch  of  the  French  Re- 
volution, this  Society  (that  is,  the  Conflitutional-Society  in  Lon- 
don) employed  itfelf  too  long  with  little  hopes  of  fuccefs,  judge 
then  of  the  tranfports  of  our  gratitude,  &c.  innumerable  fo- 
cieties  of  the  fame  fort  are  forming  themfelves,  at  this  moment, 
in  every  part  of  England  ;  the  minds  of  all  receive,  in  this  oc- 
currence, a  general  impreffion,  which  leads  them  to  find  out  the 
abufes  of  government,  and  to  feek  the  remedy,  means  as  fnnple 
as  the  evils  are  infinite,  &c.  Reafon  is  about  to  make  a  rapid 
progrefs,  &c."  Am  I  to  be  told  then,  that  in  the  month  of 
Nov.  1792,  thefe  men  meant  no  more  than  a  reform  in  the 
Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament,  thofe  that  faid  in  Auguft 
1792,  they  could  not  apply  to  Parliament  ;  it  is  impoilible,  after 
this,  to  put  fuch  a  contlru&ion  on  their  actions.     . 

You  will  likewife  find,  that  the  Prefident  of  the  Con- 
vention thought  it  necefiary  to  give  an  anfvver  ;  the  Pre- 
fident, addreifing  them  as  Generous  Republicans,  and  well 
he  might  ;  he  concludes  his  addrefs  in  much  the  fame  fen- 
timent  as  they  concluded  theirs  ;  in  hoping  the  time  would  fhortly 
commence,  when  the  French  fhould  fend  their  congratulations 
to   a  National  Aifembly  of  England. 

You  will  likewife  find,  that  the  London  Correfponding-So- 
ciety,  and  the  London  Conflitutional-Society,  endeavoured  to 
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excite  perfons,  in  all  parts  of  England,  to  fend  addrefles,  and 
the  intent  of  them  cannot  poffibly  be  mifunderftood  ;  but  take 
the  intent  what  you  will,  and  fay  there  was  as  yet  no  war  be- 
tween England  and  France,  yet  it  is  manifed,  there  was  an 
intent  that  there  mould  be  a  National  Convention  in  England, 
and,  efpecially,  when  they  fay,  that  the  foldiers  of  their  Liberty 
would  allift  the  foldiers  of  our  Liberty,  whether  there  was  war 
or  no.  And,  in  that  month  of  November  1792,  a  palfage  oc- 
curs in  the  hiilory  of  nations,  in  which  France  declares  war 
againfl  all  the  world  that  did  not  adopt  her  principles  and  ven- 
ture to  put  them  in  execution. 

1  (hall  now,  undoubtedly,  infifr.  before  you  and  the  court, 
that  the  act  of  any  individuals  of  any  fociety,  and  particularly 
the  acl:  of  fending  addrefles  to  a  foreign  country,  and  alfo  that 
the  letters  which  perfons  write,  relative  to  the  fame  addrefs, 
are  evidence  againfl:  each  of  them,  whether  written  by  the  par- 
ticular individual    or  no. 

You  will  allow  me  now  to  date,  that  on  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember 1792,  Mr.  Froft,  who  was  then  at  Paris,  dates  his 
notions  of  the  real  effect  of  thefe  tranfadtions  ;  about  which 
time,  alfo,  Mr.  Paine  made  his  firlt  appearance  in  the  National 
Convention. 

He  then  obferved,  that  there  was  a  project  to  buy  fhoes  for  the 
foldiers  of  France,  as  well  as  arms  and  mufquets  ;  with  which  pro- 
ject the  prifoner  at  the  bar  was  contributing  ;  concerning  which 
Mr.  Tooke  gets  aletterwrote  to  Petion  the  mayor  of  Paris,  inform- 
ing him  that  they  had  made  a  prefent  of  fome  money  for  the  ufe 
of  the  French,  and  requeuing  to  know  the  name  of  fome  French- 
man in  London  with  whom  it  might  be  intruded. 

This  was  anfwered  by  Petion  on  the  9th  of  October,  when  he 
told  them  they  could  have  no  doubt  of  his  intention  to  fecond 
views  fo  beneficial  to  England  and  France  :  that  they  had  the  glori- 
ous didinclion  of  deferving  the  hatred  of  their  government,  con- 
cluding with,  worthy  fellow-citizens,  honoured  by  the  fenti- 
ments  which  you  exprefs  for  us,  receive  the  aflurance  of  my 
gratitude,  your  fellow-citizen,  Petion. 

It  may  be  in  the  recollection  of  mod  who  now  hear  me,  that 
circumftances  of  this  fort,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  in  exid- 
ence,  had  excited  in  this  country  a  confiderable  alarm  in  the 
minds  of  many  perfons,  which  alarm,  it  feems  to  have  been 
thought  neceflary  both  in  the  Conditutional-Society,  and  alfo  in 
the  Correfponding-Society,  to  be  laid  adeep.  They  thought 
it  called  on  them  to  give  fome  explanation  of  their  principles. 
The  explanation  which  the  London  Correfponding-Society  gave, 
was,  though  it  was  given  for  the  purpoie  of  laying  afide  that 
alarm,  yet   it  will    be  proved  to   you,  being  written   by    Mr. 

Vauehan  ; 
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Vaughan  ;  and  at  a  meeting  held  it  was  agreed  to  be  thick  up 
about  the  town  at  midnight,  by  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Carter, 
but  there  was  fome  miltake  in  the  orders  given  him  by  his  em- 
ployer, he  went  to  (tick  them  up  in  the  morning,  and  the  perfon 
was  taken  up  in  the  acl  of  (ticking  the  bills  :  he  was  profecuted, 
convicted,  and  lay  fix  months  in  gaol  in  confequence  of  that 
conviction  ;  and  this  was  the  fate  of  ilfuing  an  addrefs  that  was 
not  to  appear  by  day-light  into  the  world,  but  by  midnight.  With 
refpect  to  the  addrefs,  I  fay  this,  if  I  had  not  read  already  to 
you  what  I  have  read,  you  would  have  found  it  impolfible  to  fay 
what  they  meant  that  publilhed  it  ;  but  after  reading  what  f 
have  read  to  you,  you  can  have  no  difficulty  in  faying,  that  the 
paper  that  they  publilhed,  was  by  no  means  fuch  as  was  calcu- 
lated in  any  manner  to  difavow  thole  principles  which  1  have  fhewrt 
you  fatisfactorily  were  their  avowed  principles  ever  (luce  March 
1792  :  they  e'xprefs  in  the  language  of  it,  as  if  it  was  fiippofed  they 
ufed  the  words,  no  King,  no  parliament.  Whoever  fays  they 
have  afcribed  to  us  the  expreffions,  no  King,  no  parliament,  or 
any  defign  of  invading  the  property  of  other  men,  is, guilty  of  an 
impudent  and  malicious  falfehood.  Then  this  letter  concludes 
thus,  let  us  wait  and  watch  the  enfuing  feflion  of  parliament, 
from  whom  we  have  much  to  hope,  but  little  to  fear.  The 
Houfe  of  Commons  may  have  been  the  fource  of  our  calamities  ; 
it  may  be  the  foundation  of  our  happinefs  ;  Jhould  it  not,  we  tru/t 
we  jhall  prove  ourjelves  worthy  of  our  forefathers.  Now,  I  afk 
you,  after  concluding  this  letter  thus,  what  this  means  ?  If 
parliament  will  do  it,  why,  we  are  ready  to  admit  that  par- 
liament is  formed  on  principles  to  do  the  thing  it  wills,  it  is 
all  well  \  but  if  it  will  not,  we  will  not  prove  ourlelves  unworthy 
of  our  forefathers. 

In  referring  back  to  the  declaration  of  the  6th  of  Augiift, 
1792,  which  laid,  that  they  had  nothing  to  look  for  from  par- 
liament, it  corroborates  the  language  that  they  ufed  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention  of  France,  the  conduct  which  in  their  dele^ 
gates  was  never  repudiated  by  any  act  in  the  London  Corre- 
iponding-Soeiety. 

In  referring  moreover  to  the  fubfequent  evidence  that  I  have  to 
offer  to  you,  you  will  find  that  the  fentiment  expreifed  by  this 
Society  in  Auguft  1792,  was  a  fentiment  which,  if  followed  up 
by  thofe  that  acknowledge  to  hold  it,  was  to  this  effect,  that  if 
parliament  did  not  give  them  this  redrefs,  they  would  have  it 
by  their  own  force. 

With  refpect  to  the  Conftitutional-Society,  the  profeffed  object 
of  this  Society  has  been  to  promote  the  welfare  of  tho people  by 
all  conftitutional  means,  (but  will  it  make  the  means  more  con- 
stitutional than  they  really  are,  becaufe  they  choofe  to  call  them 
ioj  and  to  e.\po(e  the  abides  which  have  imperceptibly  crept  into 
1  the 
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the  government,  by  all  peaceable  means :  but  you  will  find  from 
the  proceedings  of  April  1794,  that  it"  they  could  not  doit  by 
peaceable  means,  they  meant  to  do  it  by  force. 

About  the  fame  time  there  was  an  addrefs  from  Mancheffer,  dated 
Dec.  14,  1792,  which  appears  to  have  been  read  in  the  Conlti- 
tutional-Society  in  the  preience  of  the  prifoner,  and  which  addrefs 
has  fome  very  peculiar  circumftances  about  it  ;  for  you  will  find 
that  there  was  a  refolution  on  the  14th  of  December  in  thefe 
words,  Refolved,  that  the  faid  addrefs  be  pubhthed  in  the  news- 
papers. Now,  it  appears  that  thefe  words  are  in  the  hand-writing 
of  Mr.  Tooke,  and  the  addrefs  itfelf  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr. 
Tooke  ;  and  this  addrefs  appears  afterwards  to  be  in  print — it  is 
fent  for  publication,  and  with  a  view  to  ihew  what  the  diftribu- 
tion  of  libels  has  extended  to,  in  producing  the  treafonable  pur- 
pofes  in  this  country  :  we  find  that  there  was  ordered  100,000 
copies  to  be  distributed  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland. 

On  the  2  lit  of  December,  the  report  was,  that  the  Secretary 
had  offered  the  addrefs  that  was  fent  from  Mauchefter,  and  ordered 
to  be  fent  to  the  offices  of  the  Morning-Chronicle  and  Morning- 
Poft  ;  and  that  they  had  refufed  to  print  them. 

Now,  in  this  addrefs,  which  bears  date  the  14th  of  December 
1792,  and  which  was  read  in  this  meeting  ;  and  recollecting  what 
I  have  ftated,  of  the  principles  of  thofe  who  were  concerned  in 
this  tranfadtion,  as  this  principle  had  been  manifeited  in  all  their 
other  tranlaclions  which  I  have  ftated,  you  will  find  there  is  thefe 
paffages,  '*  that  they  bear  with  patience  the  hourly  calumnies  to 
which  they  are  expofed.  They  entertain  noperfonal  enmity,  no 
averlion  but  to  the  enemies  of  the  people,  no  difrefpect  to  the 
conftitution,  but  what  is  hoftile  to  the  rights  of  the  people." 

But,  this  is  more  diftlrwSUy  ftated  in  a  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
Patriot,  a  Sheffield  newfpaper,  which  was  likewile  read,  and 
entered  among  the  minutes  of  this  Society;  and  which  it  will 
appear  were  concerted  and  affiliated  with  the  London  Corre- 
fponding-Society,  and  alfo  with  the  Conftitutional-Society  in  the 
propagation  of  the  principle  of  their  clubs  in  an  extent  that  no 
language  can  do  juftice  to,  and  which  it  is  impoffibJe  to  defcribc 
without  readmg  the  letters  themfelves.  (See  Jordan's  Second 
Report  of  the  Ctommwis,  p.  87.) 

M  r.  Attorney  General  went  onto  obferve,  I  have  now  gone  through 
as  well  as  I  am  able,  and  I  hope  Sufficient  to^give  you  a  clue  to 
the  cafe  that  I  have  to  ftate,  in  refpe£t  to  the  principles  and  prac- 
tice or  thefe  Societies  with  all  their  filiations,  and  ought  to  men- 
tion to  you  that  you  will  find  in  the  evidence  that  is  to  be  laid 
before  you  moil  uncommon  induftry  in  picking  up  frefh  connec- 
tions. If  a  paoer  appeared  in  the  country,  ftating,  that  a  Society 
of  any  fort  were  formed,  you  will  find  amazing  indultry  in  con- 
necting 
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needing  and  affiliating  them  with  the  London  Corrcfpondin* 
and  Conftitutional  Societies  ;  if  thefe  Societies  profefs  that  they 
will  have  nothing  but  a  government  of  themfelves,  they  contrive 
to  give  them  an  anfwer  agreeably,  if  they  defire  to  keep  mo- 
narchy, whether  upon  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  or  the  Duke  of  Richmond's 
plan,  or  to  cut  up  monarchy  by  the  root's  :  they  anfwer  them  fuf- 
fkient  to  enlift  them  all  in  their  tran  factions,  to  combine  the 
principles  which  they  ftate,  with  the  practice  which  was  corre- 
fpondent  with  thofe  principles  ;  to  apply  thofe  practices,  which 
were  like  the  principles  of  thefe  Societies  in  March  1791,  and 
the  fame  that  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  Barlow  had  inculcated,  and  to 
do  which  the  prefent  government  muft  be  changed  in  order  that 
the  limited  monarchy  may  be  deftroyed  ;  under  which  I  Itate  in 
defiance  of  the  world,  we  enjoy  as  folid  bleilings  as  a  people 
ever  did  enjoy,  fince  the  providence  of  God  made  a  people. 
They  never  did  enjoy  fuch  a  quantity  of  private  happinefs  and 
private  prosperity,  public  happinefs  and  public  profperity,  as  we 
have  enjoyed.  What  has  been  done  to  accomplish  the  deltruition 
of  which,  you  fhall  judge  from  what  now  will  be  (fated  to  you  :  . 

After  the  10th  of  Augult  1792,  the  next  thing  that  was  to  be 
done  was,  by  going  on  ftrengihening  themfelves  by  affiliation  ; 
and  you  find  they  have  connections  at  Norwich,  Sheffield,  Leeds, &c. 
and  if  you  believe  them  their  numbers  were  very  great.  The  next 
ftep  was  not  with  a  view  that  it  might  be  accomplifhed,  but  for  the 
purpofe  of  attracting  more  affiliating  Societies  that  they  began 
now  to  think  in  the  year  1793,  of  making  applications  to  par- 
liament ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  that  year,  while  they  are  fo 
making  applications,  you  will  find  they  openly  difcufs  the  ufe  of 
fo  doing ;  they  take  the  opinion  of  the  Societies  in  the  country, 
with  refpect  to  three  diftinct  propofitions,  namely,  whether  they 
fhall  addrefs  the  King,  the  parliament,  or  call  a  Convention. 

In  September  1792,  the  Stockport  Society  told  the  London 
Conftitutional  Society,  that  there  was  no  hopes  of  doing  any 
thing  but  by  a  Convention  ;  they  begin  to  think  of  this  thing, 
called  a  Convention,  in  the  year  1793.  and  they  propofe  three 
propofitions  :  Are  we  to  make  an  application  to  Parliament  ? 
Are  we  to  make  an  application  to  the  King  (that  is,  to  make 
an  application  that  he  wrould  be  gracioufly  pleafed,  according 
to  the  oath  that  he  takes  at  his  coronation,  to  give  his  confent 
to  deftroy  the  Conftitution',  and  himfclf  as  a  part  of  it)  ?  Or, 
are  we  to  have  a  Convention?  You  will  find,  when  the  whole 
of  the  evidence  is  laid  before  you,  that  there  is  a  \  ait  deal  faid 
about  the  matter  of  this  Convention  and  applying  to  Parlia- 
ment ;  the  application  to  the  King  was  given  up,  becauie  it 
was  thought  futile;  but  they  come  finally  to  this  determination, 
that  things  are  not  yet  ripe,  but  that  the  application  may  be  one 
means  of  ripening  that  that  is  not  quite  mature. 

Then 
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Then  they  fet  about  procuring  petitions,  which  they  folicit 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  at  the  fame  time  telling  thofe 
whom  they  afk,  that  it  is  all  wafle  paper,  and  they  do  not  mean 
it  mould  have  any  effect.  They  fend  a  petition  to  Parliament, 
which,  for  the  good  of  themfelvcs  and  pofterity,  I  thank  God, 
Parliament  did  not  attend  to  ;  I  mean  fo  as  to  make  a  change  in 
the  government,  on  the  principles  of  univerfal  fuffrage  and 
annual  reprefentation,  which  would  neceflarily  have  ddtroyed 
the  exigence  of  that  government  to  which  it  was  prefented  ; 
but  they  judge  it  will  occafion  a  great  debate,  and  if  the  public 
mind  was  not  ripe  for  the  Convention,  in  1793,  yet  thefe 
proceedings  and  tran  factions  had  a  natural  and  obvious  tendency 
to  bring  to  maturity  that  project. 

You  will  find  therefore,  that  both  the  London  Correfponding 
Society  and  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,  kept  this 
fiibjecl:  in  view. 

A  letter  from  the  Norwich  Society,  on  the  ,5th  of  March 
1793,  to  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,  and  whom 
■you  will  fee  had  correfponded  alfo  with  the  London  Corref- 
p-mding-Society,  on  the  fubject  of  the  faid  propoiition,  dates 
itfelf  thus  : 

"   United  Political  Societies  of  Norwich,  5th  March  1793. 

"  Gentlemen', 

*  It  is  with  peculiar  fatisfaction  we  are  favoured  with  your 
correfpondence,  not  merely  becaufe  you  are  fo,  although  you  are 
better  fitted  to  diffufe  knowledge,  but  becaufe  you  are  embarked 
in  t\\z  lame  magnanimous  caufe,  which  demands  with  alacrity 
the  attention  of  every  individual,  and  it  is  with  the  utmoffc 
regret  we  fee  io  many,  either  from  ignorance  or  fomething 
worfe,  who  are  inimical  to  their  own  intereft  ;  .for  nothing  con- 
tributes fo  much  to  fnpport  the  opprelfor  as  the  ignorance  of 
the  opprefTed,  for  which  purpofe  the  flood-gates  have  been 
opened  gradually,  till  by  degrees  the  ftrcams  of  corruption 
have  nearly  overflowed  the  land,  fuch  as  bounty  acts,  borrow- 
ing qualification  and  feptennial  acls,  befides  Handing  armies, 
excife  and  tything  laws,  with  various  others  too  painful  for 
reflection,  without  credit  to  the  framers  thereof,  and  with  ad- 
vantage to  fociety.  We  do  not  prefume  to  recapitulate  thefe 
abufes  for  your  information,  but,  being  too  experimentally  ac- 
quainted with  tliem,  we  with  to  find  'out  a  method  of  redrefs. 
Af'prefent  we  fee  %  great  propriety  in  univerfal  fuffrage  ar,d  annual 
elections,  but  we  beg  you  will  be  obliging  enough  to  inform  us 
of  what  you  have  collected  of  the  fenfe  of  the  people  by  your 
correfp,ondents.  We  have  to  inform  you,  that  our  worthy  Cor- 
refponding   Societies  of'-Londot]  have    recently  fubtnitlfd  three  pro- 

P  pofitions 
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poftions  for  your  invejligation :  Fir/l,  TVhether  a  petition  to  Purlia- 
tne    ,  or  an  addrejs  to  the  King,  or  a  Convention." 

(And  when  it  mentions  the  word  Convention,  after  what  pad 
in  179&1  when  the  London  Correfponding-Society  declared  that 
they  did  not  expect  any  redrefs  from  Parliament,  it  feems  to  me 
to  be  marvellous,  that  in  March  1793,  they  were  to  have  a  Con- 
vention to  go  to  Parliament,  which  on  their  own  principles  was 
not  competent  to  give  it  if  they  had  a  mind  to  take  it  from  them). 

11  Permit  us  briefly  to  ftate  our  views  for  your  revifal ;  and  with 
refpec~r.  to  the  firft,  we  behold,  we  are  a  conquered  people  ;  we  have 
tamely  fubmitted  to  the  galling  yoke,  and  refiftance  in  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances  is  vain  ;  we  cannot,  we  cannot  aft  the  man, 
and,  as  neceffity  has  no  law,  we  think  ourfelves  under  that  de- 
grading neceffity  to  Jiaie-  our  grievances  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
with  a  requrji  for  redrefs,  and  Jhould  they  refufe  to  grant  our  reaj on- 
able  petition,  we  have  Jlill  got  (no  thanks  to  them)  a  formidable 
engine,  that  will  convey  the  infult  to  the  remote/l  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. As  to  the  propriety  or  the  fecond,  we  wifh  to  fubmit  to 
your  fuperiour  judgment,  and  mould  efteem  it  a  favour  to  be 
informed  of  the  refult,  for  at  prefent  we  are  dubious  of  its  good 
confequences.  Latlly,  a  Convention,  and  oh  !  that  the  period  were 
arrived;  but,  in  the  prefent 'late  of  affairs,  alas!  it  is  imprac- 
ticable !  yet  this  is  the  objeel  we purfue,  and  efteem  any  other  means 
only  in  fubordination  to,  and  as  having  a  tendencyto  accomplijh  that 
defirable  end. 

"  We  wifh  to  be  in  unifon  with  our  brethren  and  fellow- 
labourers,  and  fhould  be  glad  of  any  information  as  foon  as  it  is 
convenient,  and  we  beg  your  advice,  whether  it  is  neceffary,  as 
foon  as  poilible,  to  eol/eel  ftgnaiures  to  a  petition  for  a  real  reprc- 
fentation  of  the  people,  and  by  whom  to  prefent  it ;  whether  Mr. 
Coke,  Mr.  Burch,  or  any  of  the  friends  of  the  people  \  and 
■whether  it  is  attended  with  any  expence. — Our  members  are  both 
inimical  to  the  bujinefs. 

"  We  can  give  you  an  accurate  ftatement  of  the  reprefentation 
in  our  neighbourhood,  only  obferve  it  is  equally  farcical  here  as 
elfewhere.  To  conclude  with  united  thanks  for  all  favours 
received,  wifhing  you  (torn  off)  and  fuccefs,  and  may  heaven 
avert  (torn  off).    'We  fubferibe  ourfelves,  gentlemen,  your 

Obliged  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)        J.  Broughton. 

Note.  Pleafe  todireS  to  J.  Broughton,  St.  Mary's  Church, 
Mr.  Blake  being  no  longer  our  fecretary — We  have  between  thirty 
and  forty  fcparate  focieties  in  Norwich,  befides  many  in  the  country 
villages." 

You 
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You  will  obferve  to  this  letter  of  the  5th  of  March  1703. 
received  from  Norwich,  Mr.  Froft,  who  had  then  lately  returned 
from  France,  and  who  about  that  time  was  convicted  for  hold- 
ing the  doctrine  of  "  No  King,"  (which,  to  fay  in  this  country, 
it  is  not  yet  quite  lawful)  was  ordered  to  draw  up  and  prepare 
an  anfwer.  However,  it  got  into  nobler  hands,  it  was  fettled 
by  Council,  and  the  fubltance  I  will  now  read  to  you.  It  is 
dated  on  the  16th  of  April  1793  ;  it  is  a  letter  from  the  fecretary  of 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  with  information  to 
the  Societies  at  Norwich.  They  fay  therein,  "  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  England  has  no  more  of  that  character  it  once 
poflelfed  ;  that  the  fuppofed  democracy  of  the  country  has  become 
a  matter  of  property  and  privilege ;  and,  that  we  have  no  longer 
that  mixt  government,  which  our  adverfaxies  are  praifing,  they 
know  it  is  no  longer  in  our  poflfeifion,  the  facts  are  notorious 
and  indifputable.  Where  then  are  we  to  look  for  the  remedy  r" 
Molt  furely  thofe  that  would  not  look  in  Augufr  1792,  will  not 
look  in  April  1793.  to  that  Parliament  of  which  we  com- 
plain, to  the  Executive  Power  which  is  implicitly  obeyed,  if 
not  anticipated,  in  that  Parliament,  or  to  ourfelves  (who  are  our- 
felves,  but  thefe  affiliated  Societies)  reprefented  in  fome  meeting 
of  delegates  for  the  extenlive  purpofe  of  reform,  which  we  fup- 
pofe  you  underftand  by  the  word  Convention.  Then  the 
Norwich  Society  writes  to  the  Conititutional'Society,  and  it  pro- 
pofes  a  Convention,  as  the  only  means  ot  doing  this  bufinefs,  and 
the  Conltitutional-Society  Hates,  that  it  is  only  to  be  done  in  a  con- 
vention of  themfelves,  reprefented  in  fome  meeting  of  delegates,  for 
the  extenfive  purpofe  of  reform,  and  not  by  applying  to  Parliament. 

Now  this  paifage  ftates  exprefsly,  that  the  reafon  why  they 
were  to  have  a  Convention  was  becaufe  they  were  not  to  apply 
to  Parliament.  But  I  cannot  impute  to  men  of  underftanding 
fuch  an  abfurdity  as  to  believe,  that  they  meant  to  form  a  Con- 
vention, merely  to  fuppofe  it  was  to  carry  a  petition  to  Parliament, 
for  the  fake  of  a  reform  only  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  No, 
they  fay,  "  It  is  the.  end  of  each  of  thefe  propofitions  that 
we  ought  to  look  to  ;  and  as  fuccefs  in  a  good  caufe  mult  be  the 
effect  of  perfeverance,  and  the  riling  reafon  of  the  time,  let  us 
determine  with  coolnefs,  but  let  us  perfevere  with  deciiion  ;  as  to 
a  Convention,  we  regard  it  as  a  plan  the  moft  defirable  and  moll 
practicable,  fo  foon  as  the  great  body  of  the  people  (ball  be 
courageous  and  virtuous  enough  to  join  us  in  the  attempt."  (You 
will  lee  whether  I  give  it  the  proper  emphafis.) 

Give  me  leave  to  carry  back  your  attention  to  the  25th  of 
January  1793. 

This  fociety,  that  had  the  correfpondence  with  France  in 
November  1792,  and  in  February  1793,  juft  immediately  after 
the  decree  of  fraternization,  whereby  the  National  Convention 

P  2     v  refolved 


C    n6    ] 

refolved  to  afTift  any  people  who  wanted  to  get  rid  of  their  go- 
vernments, and  which  was  held  as  the  caufe  of  war  in  this  country, 
you  will  find  at  that  period,  that  Citizen  St.  Andre,  a  member  of 
the  National  Convention  in  France,  that  had  depofed  their  King, 
that  could  not  exift  on  a  government  formed  on  the  rights  of  man, 
was  admitted  into  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,  as 
an  honorary  member,  together  with  Citizens  Barrere  and  Roland, 
being  confidered  b^  them  as  fome  of  the  mod  judicious  and  enlight- 
ened friends  of  human  liberty,  and  "  refoive  (I  particularly  rented 
your  attention  to  this)  "  that  the  fpeeches  of  Citizen  St.  Andre  and 
Citizen  Barrere,  affociated  honorary  members  of  this  Society,  as 
given  in  the  Gazette  National  ou  Moniteur  Univerfelle  of  Pari'-, 
on  the  4th,  6th,  andyth  of  January,  be  inferted  in  the  books 
of  this  Society."  As  far  as  this  Society  could  effect  it,  they 
endeavoured  alio  to  have  a  'publication  of  it  in  the  newfpapers  ; 
and  it  will  be  proved  to  you,  that  one  of  the  perfons  named  in 
the  indictment  undertook  to  get  the  fpeech,  and  to  enter  them 
in  the  books  of  the  fociety  ;  and  I  fhail  prove  to  you  what  thefe 
fpeeches  were,  and  then  if  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  aik  your- 
felves  what  the  Conftitutional  Society  meant  in  January  and 
February  1793,  you  will  judge  whether  that  Convention  which 
they  meant  to  call  was  to  be  the  means  of  applying  to  Parlia- 
ment, or  to  be  the  means  of  introducing  a  reprefentative  govern- 
ment in  this  country,  to  aiiume,  and  which  you  find  did  for  the 
time  aflume  all  the  powers  of  government,  the  people  delegating 
thefe  legillative  powers  only  fo  long  as  it  'chofe  to  delegate  it ; 
a  body' politic  in  itfelf  polftiTing  an  eternal  fource  of  reform 
and  revolutions. 

With  refpect  to  St.  Andre,  the  palTages  I  fhall  obferve  to 
you  are  thefe,  fpeaking  to  the  Convention,  he  fays,  your  right-to 
decide  the  fate  of  kings  arifes  from  your  being  a  revolutionary 
tribunal,  created  by  the  nation  in  a  Hate  of  infurrection. 

Speaking  of  the  people  of  Paris,  on  a  queftlon  whether  the 
pcrfon  of  the  King  be  inviolable;  a  maxim  perfectly  confident 
with  the  civil  liberty  of  the  people,  becaufe  though  the  King's 
perfon  is  inviolable,  he  has  advifers,  who  are  violable  in  every 
act  he  does,  at  whofe  peril  it  is  done;  he  fays, 

"  The  people  of  Paris,  by  making  an  holy  infurreclion  again  ft 
the  King  on  the  10th  of  Auguft  (which  Mr.  Froft  in  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Tcoke  fays  was  abfolutely  neceilary  to  be  done)  deprived 
him  of  his  character  of  inviolability.  The  people  of  the  other 
departments  applauded  this  infurrection,  and  adopted  the  con- 
fluence of  it.  The  people  have  therefore  formally  interpofed 
to  deftroy  this  royal  inviolability.  The  tacit  confent  of  the 
people  rendered  the  perfon  of  the  King  inviolable.  The  act  of 
infurreclion  was  a  tacit  repeal  of  that  confent,  and  was  founded 
pn  the  fame  grounds  of  law  as  the  confent  itfelf. — 1  he  King's 
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perfon  is  inviolable  only  with  relation  to  the  other  branches  of 
the  legiflature,  but  not  with  relation  to  the  people." 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  afk  you,  what  do  thefe  gentlemen  (who 
order  this  fpeech  to  be  pubiilhed,  that  the  King's  perfon  is  in- 
violable only  with  relation  to  the  other  branches  of  the  legiflature, 
but  not  with  relation  to  the  people)  when  they  were  talking. to 
the  Convention  mean  r  I  am  forry,  to  fay,  that  my  mind  is 
drawn  to  the  conclufion,  that  they  thought  the  King's  perfon 
was  not  inviolable  with  refpect  to  the  Convention *of  the  people, 
which  was  to  be  formed  becaufe  there  was  to  be  no  application 
to  the  Parliament. 

Now  let  us  lee  their  ideas  of  a  Convention  : 

"  A  Convention  differs  from  an  ordinary  legiflature  in  this 
refpect — A  legiflature  is  only  a  (pedes  of  fuperintending  Magis- 
tracy, a  moderator  of  the  powers  of  government — -A  C  mention 
is  a  perfect  reprefentation  of  the  Sovereign.- — The  members  of 
the  Legislative  AfFembv  acted  in  Auguft  upon  thefe  principles. — 
In  fummoning  the  Convention,  they  declare,  that  they  f?.w  but 
one  meafure  which  could  fave  France;  namely,  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  fupreme  will  of  the  people*,  and  to  invite  the  people  to 
exercife  immediately  that  unalienable  right  of  Sovereignty  which 
the  Conftitution  had  acknowledged,  and  which  it  could  not 
fubject  to  any  reftriction.  The  public  intereft  required  that  the 
people  flroulcl  manifeft  their  will  by  the  election  of  a  National 
Convention,  formed  of  reprefehtatives  inverted  by  the  people 
with  unlimited  powers — The  people  did  manifeft  their  will  by 
the  election  of  that  Convention.— The  Convention  being  aflem- 
bled,  is  itfelf  that  fovereign  will  which  ought  to  prevail. — It 
would  be  contrary  to  every  principle  to  fuppofe  that  the  Conven- 
tion is  not  alone  exclusively  the  expreflion'  of  the  genera!  will. 

"  TKe  powers  of  the  Convention  mud,  from  the  very  nature 
of  the  Alterably,  be  unlimited  with  refpect  to  every  meafure  of 
general  fafety,  fuch  as  the  execution  of  a  tyrant.  —  It  is  no  longer 
a  Convention  if  it  has  not  power  to  judge  the  King. 

"  A  Convention  is  a  conftituent  body,  i.e.  a  body  that  is  to 
make  a  Conftitution  for  the  people.  —  A  legiflature  makes  laws 
under  an  eftablifhed  Conftitution,  and  in  conformity  to  it.  It  is 
defpotifm  when  in  the  ordinary  and  permanent  cibblifhment  of 
a  ftate  there  is  no  Separation  of  powers  ;  hut  it  is  of  the  very 
eflehce  of  a  conftituent  body  to  concenter  for  the  time  all  autho- 
rity  It  is  the  very  nature  of  a  National  Convention  to  be  the 

temporary  image  of  the  Nation,  to  unite  in  itfelf  all  the  powers 
of  the  State,  to  employ  them  againft  the  enemies  of  Liberty, 
and  to  diitribute  tliem  in  a  new  fecial  compact  called  a  Con- 
stitution " 

After  I  have  ftated  that  to  you,  I  think  I  cannot  poffibly  be 
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miftaken  when  I  conceive  that  yon  can  do  no  otherwife  than  put 
the  fame  conftrutStion  on  this  letter  which  I  do 

Gentlemen,  I  will  now  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  a  letter  of  the  17th  of  May  1793,  and  an  anfwer  of  the 
25th  of  May  1793,  pafling  over  a  great  many  letters,  the  fub- 
{tance  of  which  you  may  inform  yourfelves  of  by  having  them 
read.  I  will  now  call  your  attention,  in  order  of  time,  to  a 
letter  of  the  17th  of  May  1793,  f°r  li  begins  a  correfpondence 
mod  excedively  material,  with  that  part  of  the  country  in  vvhich 
a  Convention  has  been  already  held,  I  mean  in  Sc.otland,  a  Con- 
vention, which  I  think  I  ihall  date  to  you,  that  fir  the  time 
acted  on  the  principles  that  form  the  fpeech  of  St  Andre,  and 
which  if  it  had  not  been  flopped  in  the  execution  of  its  purpofe, 
but  had  been  joined  by  thofe  whofe  acts  are  here  before  you 
this  day,  you  might  have  feen  a  very  different  ftate  of  things  in 
this  country  to  what  it  now  prefer  ts. 

I  hold  it  as  my  opinion,  in  the  office  which  I  fill,  that  if  I 
underftand  the  cafe  for  which  certain  perfons  were  tried  for 
acts  which  they  did  in  Scotland,  had  been  tried  for  high- 
treafon,  there  would  have  been  no  right  to  complain,  if  they 
had  agitated  that  queftion  in  that  fhape  before  a  jury  of  the 
country. 

On  the  17th  of  May,  a  Mr.  Urquahart  going  from  London 
to  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Hardy,  and  the  perfon  named  Margarot, 
write  a  joint  letter,  informing  thofe  to  whom  they  write,  that 
Parliament  had,  as  they  expecfed  it  would,  and  as  they  meant 
jt  fhould,  rejected  their  petition  ;  the  letter  is  dated 

"  London,  May  17,   1793. 
"  Sir, 

"  The  London  Correfponding- Society  eagerly  feize  the  oppor- 
tunity of  Mr.  Urquahart's  going  back  to  Edinburgh,  to  requeil 
of  your  fociety  a  renewal  of  correfpondence,  and  a  more  inti- 
mate co-operation  in  that  which  both  focieties  alike  leek,  viz.  a 
Reform  in  the  Parliamentary  Reprefentation.  We  are  very 
fenfible  that  no  fociety  can  by  itfelf  bring  about  that  defirable 
end  \  let  us  therefore  unite  as  much  as  polfible,  not  only  ivith  each 
other,  but  with  every  other  fociety  throughout  the  nation.  Our 
petitions,  you  will  have  learned,  have  been  all  of  them  unfuc- 
cefsful ;  our  attention  ?nuji  now  therefore  be  turned  to  fame  more 
effeclual  means. — From  your  focietv  we  would  willingly  learn  them, 
and  you,  on  your  fart,  may  depend  upon  our  adopting  the  firmeft 
meafures,  provided  they  are  conftitutional  (and  by  conftitutional 
they  meant  at  a  Convention  diftincl:  from  a  Parliament)  ;  and  we 
hope  the  country  will  not  be  behind-hand  with  us. 

This  war  has  already  opened  the  eyes  of  many,  and  fhould  it 
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continue  much  longer,  there  is  no  anfvvering  for  its  effects  oa, 
the   mind  of  the  people. 

"  Our  fnciety  has  met  with  much  perfecution,  neverthelefs  we. 
go  on  iricreafing  in  number  and  political  knowledge.  Wiihing 
you  and  ourcauie  all  fuccefs,  we  remain  moft  cordially,  Sir, 

"  For  the  London  Correfponding-Society, 

"   Your  Friends  and  Fellow-Labourers, 

"  M.   M.   Chairman. 
"  T.  Hardy,  Secretary. 
**  To  the  Friends  of  the  People 
at  Edinburgh." 

Then  Mr.  Skirving,  in  anfwer,  writes  thus : 

"  Mr.  Urquahart  did  me  the  pleafure  to  call  on  Thurfday 
afternoon,  and  delivered  your  letter  of  the  17th  current.  I  am 
much  pleafed  with  the  contents  of  it,  and  fhall  lay  it  before 
the  firfl  meeting  of  our  Societies  here,  which  however  does  not 
take  place  till  Monday  fevennight.  I  would  have  acknowleged 
the  receipt  of  your  favour  by  yeflerday's  poll,  but  was  too  much 
employed  in  removing  our  houlehold  to  another  lodging  to  attend 
to  any  thing  elie. 

"  If  either  you  in  England  or  we  in  Scotland  fhould  attempt 
feparately  the  Reform  which  we,  I  trull,  feek  to  obtain,  we 
ihould  by  fo  doing  only  expofe  our  weaknefs,  and  manifeft  our 
ignorance  of  the  corruption  which  oppofes  our  important  under- 
taking. If  we  fought  only  the  extirpation  of  one  fet  of  in- 
terefted  men  from  the  management  of  national  affairs,  that 
place  might  be  given  to  another  fet  without  affecling  the  vitals 
cf  the  fyjlem  adverfe  to  Reform.  Thefe  might  be  eafily  acccm- 
plilhed ;  but  to  cut  up  deep  and  wide-rooted  prejudices,  to  give 
effectual  energy  to  the  dictates  of  truth  in  favour  of  public  virtue 
and  national  profperity,  in  oppofition  to  felf  and  all  its  interefted 
habits,  and  to  withftand  and  overawe  the  final  efforts  of  the 
powers  of  darknefs,  is  the  work  of  the  whole  and  not  of  a 
part,  a  work  to  which  mankind,  till  this  azvful  period,  were 
never  adequate,  hecaufe  never  till  now  difpofed  to  fraternize,  not 
merely,  or  only,  I  trujit  from  the  fen fe  of  the  common  danger  to  whifb 
we  are  expojed,  but  from  the  ennobling  principle  of  univerfal  bene^ 
volence. 

"  1  know  no  greater  fervice  that  I  can  do  to  my  country  than 
to  promote  the  union  you  fo  wifely  defire;  and  I  am  happy  to 
aim  re  you  that  I  have  hitherto  dilcovered  no  fentiment  in  our 
alfociation  adverfe  to  the  moft  intimate  and  brotherly  union  with 
the  alfoeiations  in  England. 

«  I  think 
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"  I  think  the  minds  of  all  mult,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
now  turned  to  more  effectual  means  of  Reform.  Not  one  perfon 
was  convinced  of  the  neceility  of  it  by  the  mod  convincing  ar- 
guments of  reafon,  together  with  the  mod  unequivocal  expref- 
iions  of  univerfal  de!ire.  What  then  is  to  be  hoped  for  from 
repetition  \  I  am  only  afraid  that  the  bow  in  England  againft 
Reform  was  fo  contracted  that  in  returning  it  may  break.  You 
would  willingly  learn,  you  lay  from  us.  I  own  that  we  ought 
to  be  forward  in  this.  We  have,  at  once,  in  great  wifclom  per- 
fected our  plan  of  organization  ;  and  if  we  were  in  the  J  ante  inde- 
pendent fate  of  -mind  as  the  people  of  England,  we  would  be  able 
to  take  the  lead.  -The  alloc iations  with  you  are  no  more,  I 
fear — excufe  my  freedom — than  an  Ariftocracy  for  the  good  of 
the  people.  They  are  indeed  moderate,  firm,  and  virtuous, 
and  better  cannot  be  ;  but  we  are  the  people  themfelves,  and 
we  are  the  fir  ft  to  (hew  that  the  people  can  both  judge  and 
refolve,  if  undirected  by  faction,  with  both  wifdom  and  mo- 
deration. 

"  I  have  not  a  higher  with  in  the  prefent  exertions  for  Re- 
form, than  to  fee  the  people  unlverjaliy  and  regularly  offociatcd, 
becaule  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  prefent  diraflrous  engagement? 
will  ilTue  in  ruin — (I  mult  here  beg  your  attention  to  this,  be- 
caufe  1  think  vouwill  fee  that  in  the  tranfaitions  in  the  Conven- 
tion at  Edinburgh,  they  looked  to  what  they  were  to  do  in  cafe 
of  an  invafion,  as  well  as  in  every  othjer) — and  the  people  then 
inufi  provide  for  themfelves ;  and  it  would  be  unhappy,  when  zve 
fhould  be  ready  to  acl  with  unanimity  to  he  occupied  about  organi- 
zation, without  which  however  anarchy  muji  enjue.  We  will  not 
need  but  to  be  prepared  lor  the  event,  to  "  Hand  and  lee  the 
falvation  of  the  Lord."  Let  us  therefore  take  the  hint  given  us 
by  our  oppofers  ;  let  us  begin  in  earnejl  to  make  up  our  minds 
relative  to  the  extent  of  Reform  which  zve  ought  tofcek;  be  prepared 
to  juflify  it,  and  to  controvert  objcclicns;  let  us  model  the  whole 
in  the  public  mind;  let  us  provide  every  Hake  and  ftay  of  the  ta- 
bernacle which  we  would erect ,  fo  that  when  the  tabernacles  of  oj. pi  i  /- 
Jion  in  the  palaces  of  ambition  arc  broken  down  under  the  rnadnefs 
and  folly  of  their  '.importers,  wc  may  then,  without  anarchy  and 
all-danger,ous  delay,  ereel  at  once  our  tabernacle  of  rigl.tcoujnejs. 
And  may  the  Lord   hirnfelf  be  in  it. 

"  How  hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  a  reflecting  mind  to  look  back 
to  the  wretched  ftate  in  which  the  Roman  monarchy,  enfeebled 
and  broken  by  its  own  corruption,  left  the  nations  which  it  had' 
{objected,  like  "  lheep  without  a  ihepherd  ;"  they  foon  became 
a  prey  to  every  invader,  becaufe  there  was  none  to  gather  and 
imite  them.  Had  they,  forefceing  the  evil,  aflbciated  for  mu- 
tual defence,  no  robber  would  have  been  able  to  enilave  them  ; 
i  they 
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they  would  have  given  laws  to  all  parties  as  well  as  to  themfelves  ; 
all  feparate  colonies  and  nations  would  have  fought  their  alli- 
ance ;  but  not  having  virtue  to  alTociate,  and  heal  the  divifions, 
and  root  out  the  felfilh  fpirit,  which  ambition- loitering  govern- 
ments procure  to  their  fubje&s,  they  fell  under  oppreffions,  from 
under  whofe  iron  fceptre  they  have  never  yet  been  able  to  deliver 
themfelves. 

"  We  may  fuopofe  an  event  which  we  deprecate  ;  nay,  mould 
we  not  be  prepared  for  every  poffible  iffue  of  the  prefect  unpre- 
cedented divifions  of  mankind,  we  have  a  right  to  be  apprehen- 
flve  of  the  abilities  of  our  own  managers,  who  are  fo  afraid  to 
depart  from  precedent,  that,  like  men  of  detail,  they  may  be  in- 
adequate to  the  tafk  of  preferving  the  veffel  from  fhipwreck,  now- 
grappling  with  danger,   not  only  great,  but  new  and  uncommon. 
If  the  prefent  miniftry  fail,  who  after  them  (hall   be  trufled  ?   it 
requires  little  penetration  to  fee  the  anarchy  and  difcord  which 
will  follow  ;  it  will  be  fuch  that  nothing  Jhort  of  a  general  union 
among  the  people  themfelves  zvill  be  able  to  heal ;    hajlc,  therefore,   to 
alTociate,  at  leaft  to  be  ready  to  affociate.     If  then  fuch  a  broken 
ftate  of  things  mould  take  place,   the  civil  broils  that  would  ne- 
ceffarily  enfue  would  foon   fubfide  before  the    united  irrefiftible 
voice  of  the  whole.     Do  not,  I   intreat  you,   hefitate,   thinking 
fuch  a  work  premature  as  yet ;  (Gentlemen,  this  is  written  in  May 
1793)  but  a  month,  and  then  it   miy  be  too  late.     A  malignant 
party  may  be  already  formed,  and  only  waiting  for  the  halting  of 
the  prefent  managers  ;  it  will  then  be  too  late  to  feek  to  fubjecl 
to  deliberation,  after  a  party  has  dared  the    act  of  rebellion.      If 
you  go  no  farther  than  feparate  meetings  in  different  towns,   zve  zvill 
not  be   able  to  confide  in  your  confraternity,    becauje,   while  in  fuch 
Jtate,  you  may  be  but  the  tools  <;f  a  faction.      We  could  have  all 
confidence,  and  unite  with  all  affection,  in  one  affembly  of  commif- 
fioners,  from  all  countries  of  the  world,  (this  letter  being  written 
in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  then  it  fays,  we  could  have  all 
confidence,  and  unite  with  all  affection  in  one  affembly  ot  com- 
miffioners,  from  all  countries  of  the  world,)  if  we   knew  they 
were  chofen  by  the  unbiaffed  voice  of  the  people,  becaufe  they 
would  come  up  with  the  fame  difinterefled  views  and  defires  as 
ourfelves,- having  all  agreed  to  a  common  center  of  union  and  in- 
terest \  but  we  could  not  confide  in  feliow  citizens  who  kept  aloof 
from  fuch  union,  and  would  not  previoufly  affiliate  in  one  great 
and  indivifibie  family. 

"  In  troubling  you  with  fo  long  an  epiftle  I  have  at  leaft  (hewn 
my  inclination  to  correfpond.  I  have  alio  hinted  at  things 
which  appear  to  me  the  prefent  fubjecls  of  consideration,  becaufe 
I  am  defirous  of  your  opinion  upon  them.  I  have  poflibly  wrote 
with  too  much  freedom,  but  you  will  place  it  to  account  o(  zeal 
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in  the  caufe,  and  on  this  fcore  difcharge  my  defign,  which  is  dif- 
interefted  and  philanthropic. 

With  fincere  efteem  and  affection, 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  well-wifher, 

W.  Skirving,  Sec."  • 

I  have  before  told  you  that  there  wa^  a  fociety  in  Birmingham 
on  the  loth  of  June,  1793  i  that  fociety  having  wrote  to  the  London 
Correfponding  Society,  the  anfwer  of  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing  Society  to  them  is  in  thefe  terms  : 

"  Sir,  June  10th,  1793. 

"  It  is  with  fingular  fatisfaclion  the  committee  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society  received  your  letter  ;  they  are  very  glad 
to  fee  the  fpirit  of  freedom  fpringing  up  in  Birmingham,  and 
they  make  no  doubt  but  that  the  zeal  of  your  fociety,  and  the 
increafe  of  your  numbers,  will  foon  do  away  the  ftigma  thrown 
on  your  town  by  the  unjuftifiable  behaviour  of  a  Church  and  King 
mob.  We  arc  entirely  of  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  ne- 
ceflity  ot  a  general  union  ;  and  we  believe,  as  you  do,  that  when 
once  the  country /hall  have  fo  united,  the  Neroes  of  the  day  will  be 
forced  to  yield  to  the  jujl  demand  of  a  long  and  fore  opprejfed  people. 

'•  With  pleafure  we  accept  your  proffered  correfpondence,  and 
earneftly  beg  of  you  to  let  us  hear  from  your  Society  by  every 
opportunity.  We  wifh  likewife  you  would  point  out  to  usfome 
fafejnode  of  conveyance  for  fuch  informations  and  publications  as 
we  may  think  neceflary  to  be  tranfmitted  to  you.  The  poll  we  no 
ways  rely  on,  as  many  of  our  letters  have  already  been  intercep- 
ted. 

"If  any  of  the  members  of  your  fociety  fhould  have  occafion  to 
vifit  this  metropolis,  we  hope  you  will  not  let  him  come  without 
a  letter  from  you,  and  that  while  they  (fay  here  they  will  fre- 
quently afjijl  at  the  meetings  of  our  feveral  divifions,  and  by  thus 
officiating  commence  an  union  which  zve  hope  foon  to  fee  fpread  itfelf 
all  over  Britain. 

"  We  will  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  our  grievances  ;  we  are 
equally  well  informed  thereon,  and  all  alike  thoroughly  convin- 
ced that  nothing  lhort  of  annua!  Parliaments  and  univerfal  fuffrage 
can  reftore  to  us  that  degree  of  civil  liberty  we  are  juflly  en- 
titled to,  &c.  &c. 


To ,  Secretary  to  the  Birmingham 

Society  for  Conftitutional  Information." 
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Gentlemen,  the  Political  Societies  at  Norwich  alfo  write  to 
the  London  Correfponding  Society  with  refpecl  to  this  Convention 
on  the  25th  of  June  1 793,  in  which  they  fay,"  We  lately  received 
your  friendly  letter,  wherein  you  ftated  three  propofitions ;  hrft, 
a  petition  to  his  Majefly,  or  to  Parliament,  or  a  National  Con- 
vention, and  ordered  one  of  our  committee  to  anfwer  it ;  fhould 
be  glad  if  you  will  inform  me  whether  it  was  attended  to  ;  I  gave 
my  opinion  on  the  fubje£t  to  the  Conftitutional  Society  at  Lon- 
don, and  found  their  ideas  congenial  to  my  own,  viz.  an  addrefs 
to  the  King,  futile ;  a  petition  to  Parliament,  (as  a  conquered 
people,)  tolerable ;  a  National  Convention,  (if  circumftances 
admitted,)  bed  of  all." 

You  will  find  on  the  28th  of  June,  1793,  while  thefe  focieties 
are  holding  fo  much  correfpondence  with  refpecl:  to  this  National 
Convention,  as  the  only  effectual  means  to  effect  their  purpofe, 
it  was  thought  that  an  addrefs  to  the  nation  fhould  be  prepared, 
and  that  is  not  immaterial  for  you  to  take  notice  of,  becaufe  you 
will  find  that  the  project  of  a  National  Convention  in  Scotland, 
was  thought  to  have  failed  for  want  of  a  previous  addrefs  to  the 
ration.  On  account  of  that,  many  gentlemen  were  brought  to- 
gether, and  a  refolution  was  paffed,  that  Mr.  Tooke,  and  a  per- 
fon  of  the  name  of  Yorke,  who  was  afterwards  a  delegate  to 
Edinburgh,  fhould  be  united  in  preparing  an  addrefs. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  1793,  a  letter  having  been  received  from 
the  Political  Societies  at  Norwich,  the  anfwer  is  given  in  thefe 
terms : 

"Fellow  Citizen,  London,  25th  July  1793* 

11  The  London  Correfponding  Society  have  received  and  read 
with  pleafure  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  June,  but  the  anfwer 
which  you  mention  to  have  been  made  to  our  three  questions  has 
not  yet  come  to  hand.  We  (hall  be  glad  to  be  informed  in  your 
next  whether  it  was  put  in  the  Poft  Office. 

"  With  regard  to  the  queftions  themfelves,  however  individuals 
may  have  made  up  their  minds  on  them,  the  public  feemed  mo  ft  to 
approve  the  mode  of  petitioning  parliament .  We  accordingly  ac- 
quiefced,  and  fent  in  a  petition  figned  by  near  6,coo  perfons. 
With  this  letter  you  will  receive  a  copy  ol  it ;  and  with  it's  fate 
you  ore  doubtlefs-not  unacquainted. 

"While  we  agree  with  you  that  the  people  sre  treated  likefwinr, 
we  are  forced  to  acknowledge  that  fome  among  them,  from  their 
Jloth  and  ignorance,  fcarcely  deferve  better  ufage;  however,  un- 
ceafingly  labouring  to  meliorate  their  condition  as  well  as  our 
own,  and  convinced  that  a  thorough  Parliamentary  Reform  is 
the  only  means  of  effectuating  it,  we  firmly  purfue  our  purpofe, 
3nd  in  the  mod  confpicuous  manner,  under  the  eye  of  the  court, 
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in  the  middle  of  the  metropolis,  and  in  the  very  neft  of  place  and 
penfion  hornets,  the  tavern  where  Reeves,  the  tool  of  the  Junto, 
holds  his  inquifitorial  tribunal,  have  lately  held  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  fociety,  fent  forth  an  addrefs  to  the  nation,  and  entered 
into  fome  fpirited  rcfolutions,  a  few  copies  of  which  we  defire 
you  to  accept  and  promulgate  as  far  and  as  wide  as  you  can  ;  at 
the  fame  time  reft  allured  that  the  firmnefs  difplayed  therein 
is  not  confined  to  words,  but  that  on  every  occafion  our  fociety  will 
be  found  foremoft  in  afjirting  and  recovering  the  liberties  of  their 
country. 

"Exhorting  you, therefore,  to  throw  afide  all  unavailing  com- 
plaint, we  will)  you  to  occupy  yourfelves  in  inftrudting  the  peo- 
ple, in  introducing  and  maintaining  order  and  regularity  in  your 
own  fociety,  and  informing  a  junclion  with  all  others  affociatcd  for 
the  fame  piirpofe  throughout  the  nation,  by  keeping  up  a  conitant 
correfpondence  with  them  ;  but,  above  all,  orderly  and  courage- 
oufly  preparing  you rf elf  for  the  event,  (mark  the  reafon,)  for  as  it 
is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  thofe  who  now  prey  on  the  public  will 
not  willingly  yield  up  their  enjoyments,  nor  re-poifels  us  of  our 
rights  without  ajlruggle,  which,  by  their  behaviour  in  Ireland, 
(it  alludes  to  a  bill  to  prevent  a  Convention  being  held  there,) 
we  have  fome  reafon  to  think  they  are  meditating,  and  perhaps 
may  intend  to  efFedt  by  means  of  thofe  very  foreign  mercenaries 
who  are  now  paid  with  the  fweat  of  our  brow,  and  whom,  under 
fome  plaufible  pretence,  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  land 
on  our  ihore — It  may  be  more  advantageous  to  humanity  to  mew 
them  at  firfi,  that  their  opponents  are  neither  mob  nor  rabble, 
but  an  indignant  opprefj'cd  people,  in  ivhom  is  not  yet  entirely  extinct 
the  valour  of  their  forefathers." 

(This  is  the  conclufion  again  to  the  addrefs  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1792.) 

"  Union  and  incrcafe  being  then  ouronly  refources,  let  us  dili- 
gently exert  ourfelves  therein  with  zeal  and  patience,  removing 
jgnorance  and  prejudice,  with  firmnefs  and  a  confident  behaviour 
encouraging  thofe  who  join  us;  and,  above  all,  avoiding  little 
bickerings  among  ourfelves,  ever  difcountenancirig  felfith  jea- 
loufies  and  private  animofities,  and  cordially  joining  with  heart 
and  hand  in  the  common  caufe. 

"  Your  neighbourhood  mult  feverely  feel  the  dreadful  confe- 
qnences  of  an  iniquitous,  depopulating,  and  ruinous  war,  but 
you  are  not  the  only  fufFerers ;  from  various  parts  of  the  country 
we  learn,  that  the  war  abroad  has  already  fpread  defolation  at 
home  ;  yet  fuch  is  the  blindnefsof  fome  folks,  that  they  talk  of 
it's  being  continued  for  years.  Peace  we  with  to  all  men,  but  to 
fuch  friends  deftrudtion.     Let  us  hear  from  you  foon,  and  let  our 
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future  cnrrefpondence  be  more  regular.     We  are,  with  fincerity, 
fellow  citizen,  for  the  L.  C.  S.  as 

Your  friends  and  fellow  labourers  for  the 
Good  of  our  country, 

M.  M. T.  H." 

In  a  letter  I  referred  to,  which  is  written  by  the  fame  Corre- 
fponding  Society,  on  the  31ft  of  July  1793,  as  an  anfwer  lent 
by  the  Hertford  Society,  in  which  the  Hertford  Society-had  de- 
fired  to  know  their  principles,  they  ftate  themfelves  in  the  fame 
manner.  (See  Jordan'^  Second  Report  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  t 
p.  141.) 

In  October  1793,  the  Scotch  Convention  having  met,  which 
we  have  all  heard  lb  much  of,  out  of  this  place,  you  will  find  there 
was  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  Sinclair,  together  with  an  addrefs 
of  Skirving,  who  was  fecretary  to  the  Convention  ;  and  an  ex- 
traordinary meeting  was  called  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  to 
confider  the  utility  and  propriety  of  fending  delegates  to  the 
Convention  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtain- 
ing a  Parliamentary  Reform. 

On  the  28th  of  October  i'93»  this  fociety  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion to  fend  delegates,  and  Mi.  Sinclair  and  Mr.  Yorke,  whom 
I  have  before  mentioned,  were  appointed.  And  perhaps  one 
cannot  better  ftate  the  extraordinary  affumption  of  delegated 
power,  than  when  I  ftate  to  you,  that  Mr.  Sinclair,  meeting 
with  the  other  deputies  in  the  Convention  of  Scotland,  had  no  dif- 
ficulty,in  aifuming.with  others,  to  call  their  meeting  ''TheBritifh 
Convention  of  the  people,"  and  aliening  their  right  fo  to  act. 
Richter  was  to  fupply  the  place  of  Mr.  Yorke  in  cafe  he  is  dif- 
abled.  And  thefe  peifons  go  with  all  the  delegation  of  the  powers 
of  the  people,  which  this  lelf-conllituted  focietycould  give  them. 

The  London  Correfponding  Society  was  not  to  be  backward 
with  the  London  Society  for  Conititutional  Information,  in 
forming  this  Convention  in  Scotland,  all  which  you  will  fee  in 
the  evidence,  which  deferves  your  moil  ferious  attention,  as  fig- 
nified  in  a  circular  letter,  in  which  the  prifoner  exprelfed  him- 
felf  thus  : 

"  Fellow  Citizens,  London,  17th  0£f.  1793. 

"  We  have  to  acknowledge  at  once  your  favours  of  the  3d  Sep- 
tember, and  14th  inftant.  Multiplicity  of  bufinefs  prevented 
my  anfwering  your  firit ;  but  will  now  inform  you  that  the  fpirit 
ihewn  in  it  gave  great  fatisfaclion  to  our  fociety  at  large.  The 
rejoicings  for  the  capture  of  Valenciennes  were  not  confined  to 
Norwich  alone.  The  ignorant  every  where  elfe  throughout  the 
nation  betrayed  their  imbecility  on  the  occafion.     But  the  taking 
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of  a  town,  the  flaughtering  of  thoufands  of  human  beings,  the 
laying  waite  whole  provinces,  or  the  enflaving  .  a  nation  (how- 
ever great  evils  they  may  be)  can  only  retard  for  a  fmall  fpace  of 
time  the  progrefs  of  truth  and  reafon  : — Be  not  difheartened, 
therefore,  purfue  your  plan,  inftruft  mankind,  and  conftitu- 
tionally  fet  your  faces  againft  exiiting  abufes  :  Be  affured  that 
many  are  our  friends,  who  only  wait  a  favourable  opportunity  to 
ipenly  join  us,  while  our  enemies  have  much  enfeebled  themfelves 
and  their  caufe  by  their  arbitrary  exertions.  Defpotifm  is  at  it's 
la  ft  gafp — one  or  two  campaigns  more  will  terminate  it's  exig- 
ence. 

"  We  are  glad  to  fee  that  you  begin  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  de- 
legation :  Where  bodies  of  men  are  too  numerous  to  be  convened 
eafily  on  every  occafion,  delegation  is  the  bed,  and  indeed  only 
way  to  obtain  the  general  opinion.  Scotland,  improving  on  the 
idea,  have  not  only  fummoned  their  own  delegates,  but  alfo  in- 
vite thofe  of  every  other  fociety  to  attend  a  kind  of  Convention, 
which  is  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  on  the  29th  inltant.  The  in- 
elofed  paper,  which  I,  previous  to  the  communicating  your  letter 
to  our  committee  (which  will  meet  only  to-morrow)  make  hafte 
totranfmit  to  you,  will  (hew  you,  that  your  fociety  is  included  in 
the  general  invitation  to  fend  delegates  to  that  meeting — which 
we  exhort  you  to  do,  if  you  pofiibly  can. — I  firmly  behave  our 
fociety  will  not  mifs  the  opportunity  of  doing  the  fame." 

On  the  5th  of  October,  as  this  letter  was  wrote  on  the  17th, 
the  prifoner  writes  to  Skirving  in  this  way  : 

"  Dear  Sir,  London,  Oct.  5,  1793. 

'"With  pleafure  I  perufe  your  favour  of  the  2d  inftant ;  but  as 
yet  have  feen  nor  heard  nothing  of  the  two  copies  of  Mr.  Mutr's 
trial,  which  you  mention  as  being  fent  to  the  Society,  and  to 
lfiyfelf.  Be  kind  enough,  notwithstanding,  to  return  thatgen- 
tleman  thanks  for  his  polite  attention,  and  affure  him,  that  we 
view  him  in  the  light  of  a  martyr  to  freedom,  as  well  as  Mr. 
Palmer;  and  that  our  warmed  hopes  are,  that  the  oppreffors  of 
mankind  will  either  be  afhamed  or  afraid  of  carrying  their  re- 
vengeful malice  into  execution. 

"  The  General  Convention  which  you  mention  appears  to  Mr. 
Margarot  (to  whom  alone  I  h3ve  communicated  your  letter)  and 
myfelf,  to  be  a  very  excellent  meafure,  and  as  fuch  I  could  wifh, 
you,  without  delay,  to  communicate  it  officially  to  our  Society, 
without  any  zvays  mentioning  that  y:u  had  written  to  me  privately.  If 
in  your  official  letter  you  ihould' require  us  to  fend  a  deputation 
to  that  meeting,  I  have  no  doubt  but  our  Society  would  with 
pleafure  accept  the  invitation,  and  I  am  perfuaded  it  may  do 
imich  good.  Our  freedom,  as  you  juftly  obferve,  depends  en- 
tirely 
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tirely  uponourj "elves,  avd upon  our  availing  outfelves  of  {his  opportu- 
nity, which  once  loft  may  not  be  Jo  foon  recovered.  "  I  am  glad  to  dii- 
cover  by  your  teifimony  that  I  was  no  ways  miitaken  in  the  high 
opinion  I  always  had  of  Lord  Daer's  patrtotifm.  A  title  may  bs 
a  bar  to  ulllnterefted  patriotifm  ;  but,  it  feems,  he  has  evinced  it 
to  be  not  an  infuperable  one. 

"  You  are  right — it  is  true,  that  we  have  had  another  General 
Meeting,  at  which  a  haftily  compofed  and  fuddenly  produced 
addrefs  to  the  King  was  read,  applauded,  and  agreed  to  be  pre- 
faced ;  but  on  a  cool  revifal,  the  faid  addrefs  bting  found  to 
be  more  ill-natured  than  fpiritcd,  more  dangerous  in  it's  language 
than  advantageous  in  it's  object.,  befides  being  too  lung,  the  Com- 
mittee, with  the  approbation  of  the  majority  of  the  Society,  have 
adopted  another,  much  iafer,  more  aopofite,  and  relating  folely 
to  the  war.  Enclofed  you  have  a  copy  of  it.  But  you  was  mis- 
informed when  you  was  told  we  pa-ded  anv  resolutions  at  that 
meeting,  for  we  only  came  to  one,  and  that  rather  of  a  private 
nflture,  namely,  "  That  the  conduct  of  Sir  James  Sanderfon,  in 
preventing  the  meeting  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  at 
the  Globe  Tavern,  Fleet-iireet,  is  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  place 
him  under  our  cenfure." 

I  am,  mod  fincerely, 

Your  fellow-labourer  and  well-wifher, 

Thomas  Hardy." 

"  P.  S.  Mr.  Margarot  defires  to  be  remembered  to  you  in  the 
moft  afFeclionate  manner.  Do  not  in  future,  on  the  addrefs  of 
your  letter,  mention  any  thing  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  for 
it  was  a  thou land  to  one  that  I  received  that  letter  by  poft. 

Xo  Mr.  Skirving,  Edinburgh." 

The  London  Conftitutional  Society  gave  their  delegates,  Mr. 
Yorke  and  Sinclair,  certain  infiniclions  ;  and  I  ought  to  telLvou, 
that  the  manner  of  keeping  the  books  of  the  London  Conftitu- 
tional Society  was  thus  :  the  refolutions  made  on  the  one  night, 
were  taken  on  loofe  paper  either  by  the  fecretary,  or  by  other 
perfons  who  ac~ted  in  his  ab fence  or  prefence  when  he  was  not 
doing  that  duty  himfelf,  and  they  were  entered  before  the  fubfe- 
quent  night  of  meeting  regularly  in  the  book,  and  'the  firft 
thing  done  on  the  luofequent  night  of  meeting,  was  to  read  the 
refolutions  that  were  ma  Le  on  the  former  night,  to  fee  they  were 
correct.  It  will  naturally  occur,  therefore,  that  the  book 
may  explain  the  minutes,  and  the  minutes  may  explain  the 
book. 

Now,  when  they  came  to  draw  the  minutes  for  the  inflruclion 
of  their  delegates,  that  were  to  be  held  in  Scotland,    the  firft 
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idea  was  to  inftruct  their  delegates  to  petition  Parliament  ;  but 
that  was  altered  ;  therefore,  that  is  ftruck  out  of  their  minutes, 
and  they  have  inftructions  in  thefe  general  terms  : 

"  The  delegates  are  inftructed,  on  the  part  of  this  Society,  to 
affift  in  bringing  forward  and  fupporting  any  conftitutional  mea- 
fures  for  procuring  a  real  reprefentation  of  the  Commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament.  That  in  fpecifying  the  redrefs  to 
be  demanded  ofexifting  abufes,  tlie  delegates  ought  never  to  lofe 
light  of  the  two  effential  principles,  general  fuffrage  and  annual 
feprefentation,  together  with  the  unalienable  right  in  the  people 
to  reform  ;  and  that  a  reafonable  and  known  compenfation  ought 
to  be  made  to  the  Reprefentatives  ot  the  nation,  by  a  national 
contribution." 

What  they  meant  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  if  it 
was  as  I  have  really  {fated  to  you,  you  cannot  be  m i (taken  ;  and 
what  they  meant  by  general  fuffrage  and  annual  reprefentation, 
feems  to  be  beyond  all  doubt. 

The  London  Corresponding  Society  are  fomewhat  bolder  in  their 
inftructions  with  which  they  fend  their  delegates  to  the  convention 
in  Scotland  ;  they  are  to  the  following  effect ;  they  confift  of 
nine  articles. 

By  article  ift,  the  delegate  is  inflructed,  "that  he  fhall  on  no 
account  depart  from  the  original  object  and  principles  of  this  fo- 
ciety,  namelv,  the  obtaining  annual  Parliaments  and  univerfal 
fuffrage  by  rational  and  lawful  means. 

2d.  "  To  fupport  the  opinion  that  reprefentatives  in  parlia- 
ment ought  to  be  paid  by  their  conftituents. 

7th.  "  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  refift  any  act  of 
parliament  repugnant  to  the  original  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  as  would  be  every  attempt  to  prohibit  affociations  for  the 
purpofe  of  reform." 

I  beg  you  to  obferve  this,  "  That  it  is  the. duty  of  the  people  to  rejijl 
any  act  of  parliament,  &c."  becaufe  this  (hews  on  what  principle 
the  Convention  of  Scotland  was  formed. 

There  is  no  government  in  this  country  if  this  principle  is  to 
be  actdd  upon,  becaufe  nobody  can  tell  to  what  extent  it  will  go ; 
coniequently,  thofe  who  went  into  Scotland  with  this  authority 
in  their  hands,  (late  a  great  variety  of  cafes  in  which  the  people, 
or. any  convention  of  the  people,  was  to  refift  the  parliament. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  now  went  into  a  general  hiftory  of  the 
Scorch  Convention,  (as  will  appear  fully  on  the  evidence  in  the 
trial.)  Pie  then  obferved,  it  was  material  to  attend,  that  they 
{filed  them.felves  the  Britifh  Convention  of  delegates,  affociated 
(or  the  purpofes  of  Parliamentary  Reform. 

Then,  lays  he,  I  afk,  what  is  a  Convention  of  the  people 
according  to  thefe  focieties  ?  According  to  the  proceedings   in 
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Scotland,  a  convention  of  the  people  is  a  convention  of  delegates 
of  thefe  focieties  in  England  and  Scotland.  What  is  it  that  they 
are  to  do  ?  they  allert,  that  the  people  have  in  them  all  civil  and 
political  authority,  and  they  repeat  it  again  and  again,  from  the 
time  the  Convention  was  hrft  formed,  till  the  moment  of  it's 
difperfion.  More  efpecially  frill  from  the  time  of  it's  difperfion, 
to  the  meeting  of  the  2oth  of  January,  and  at  the  meeting  of  Chalk 
Farm,  you  will  find  the  moft  pre  (Ting  fentiments,  that  now  or 
never  is  the  time  when  a  convention  of  the  people  was  to  meet ; 
when  they,  no  longer  fearful  of  their  own  valour,  were  cou- 
rageous enough  to  prepare  themfelves  for  the  event,  and  to 
frx-w  to  thofe  who  were  their  enemies,  opprefTors,  and  plunderers, 
that  they  were  a  brave  people  in  whom  valour  was  not  extinct. 

Having  thus  ken  the  practice  that  took  place  in  the  Na- 
tional Alfembly  of  France,  the  Convention  of  Scotland  followed 
their  example;  they  created  Se&ioos,  they  divided  the  country 
into  Departments,  they  appointed  Provincial  Aifembiies,  they 
have  Committees  to  call  together  on  extraordinary  emergencies, 
and  then,  in  Nov.  1793,  they  come  to  a  refolution  to  which  I 
would  beg  your  moft  ferious  attention. 

You  will  remember,  that  they  went  with   authority,  which 
flated  to  them,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  people  to  re f  1  ft  any 
Acl  of  Parliament  that  fhould  be  made  for  a  particular  purpofe. 
It  is  hardly  to  be  contended,  I  think,  but  that  the  great  bulk  of 
the  people  of  this  country  were  happy  in  their  political  exigence, 
and  undoubtedly  were  remaining  10  happy,  becaufe  they  did  not 
feel  grievances,  till  they  were  taught  by  malignant  indultrv  to  be- 
lieve that  they  exifted,  or  exifted  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  call  for 
meafuresof  this  fort.     Thofe  that  formed  this  Convention  could 
not  believe  that  the  Jegifiature  of  this  country  could  permit  a 
proceeding  oi  this  kind  to  pafs  unnoticed,  or  to  go  on,  yet  con- 
fiding, fo  much  as  they  did,  in  the  fuppofed  ftate  of  their  num- 
bers in  that  country,  and  thofe  that  were  to  be  connected  with 
them  in  this,  you  will  find,  that  on  the  28th  of  Nov.  1797,  one 
of  the  perfons  belonging  to  this  Convention,  the  members  all 
ftanding  up,  for  the  greater  folemnity  of  the  thing,  propofes  a  mo- 
tion of  union  between  the  two  nations,  and  then  this  refolution 
is  come  to,  "  Rtfolved,  that  the  following  declaration  and  refolu- 
tion be  entered  at  the  end  of  our  Minutes. 

"  That  this  Convention,  confidering  the  calamitous  confe- 
quences  of  any  a£l  of  legiflature  which  may  tend  to  deprive  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  people  of  their  undoubted  ritmt  to 
meet,  either  by  themfelves  or  by  delegation,  to  difcufs  any  mat- 
ter relative  to  their  common  intereft,  whether  of  a  public  or 
private  nature,  and  holding  the  fame  to  be  totally  inconfiflent 
with  the  nrft  principles  and  fafetv  of  fociety,  and  alio  fubver- 
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five  of  our  known  and  acknowledged  conftitutlonal  liberties,  do 
hereby  declare,  before  God  and  the  world,  that  we  (hall  follow 
the  wholefome  example  of  former  times,  by  paying  no  regard  to 
any  act  which  (hall  militate  againft  the  Conftitution  of  our 
country,  (that  is  to  fay,  the  affiliated  focieties,)  and  fhall  continue 
to  aflemble  and  confider  of  the  bed  means  by  which  we  can  ac- 
complifh  a  real  repreftntation  of  the  people,  and  annual  election, 
until  compelled  to  defift  by  fuperior  force. 

"  And  we  do  reiblve,  that  the  firft  notice  given  for  the  in- 
troduction of  a  Convention  Bill,  or  any  bill  of  a  iimilar  tendency 
to  that  paffed  in  Ireland  in  the  lad  fe (lions  of  their  Parliament; 

"  Or  any  bill  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
or  the  act  tor  preventing  wrongous  impriionment,  and  againft 
undue  delays  in  trial  in  North  Britain  ; 

"  Or  in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  or  the  admiflion  of  any  foreign 
troops  whatfoever  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland;  (I  call  your 
recollection  to  the  Letter  of  the  French  Convention,  when  the 
troops  of  liberty  with  arms,  bayonets,  and  pikes,  were  to  be  fent 
into  this  country.  Why,  if  the  people  of  this  country  had 
brought  foreign  troops  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  not  being 
of  a  nation  that  we  were  at  war  with,  were  thefe  people  to  con- 
ductthernfelves  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  were  to  act  with 
thofe  troops  that  were  at  war  with  us  r  Yet  if  foreign  troops  are 
introduced  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  occafion,  were  they  to 
te  confidered  in  the  fame  light  as  if  it  was  an  invafion  r) 

4<  All  or  any  one  of  thefe  calamitous  circumftances  (hall  be  a, 
fignal  to  the  feveral  delegates  to  repair  to  fuch  place  as  the  Secret 
Committee  of  this  Convention  (hail  appoint ;  and  the  firft  feven 
members  (hail  have  power  to  declare  the  fittings  permanent,  (hall 
conftitute  a  Convention,  and  twenty-one  proceed  to  bufinefs  ; 

"  The  Convention  doth  therefore  refolve,  that  each  delegate, 
immediately  on  his  return  home,  do  convene  his  conftituents,  and 
explain  to  them  the  neceflity  of  electing  a  delegate  or  delegates, 
and  of  edablifhing  a  fund,  without  delay,  againft  any  of  thefe 
emergencies,  for  his  or  their  expence,  and  that  they  do  inftruct 
the  (aid  delegates  to  hold  thernfelves  ready  to  depart  at  one  hour's 
warning.1' 

Why  are  they  here  to  declare  their  fitting  permanent?  becaufe  the 
due  Legiflature  of  the  country  has  dared,  not  as  yet  to  come  to  an 
act,  but  to  give  notice  of  it's  intention.  Are  thefe  the  men  that 
would  think  of  bringing  thernfelves  together  to  declare  their  (it- 
tings  permanent  on  fuch  a  ground  as  they  ftate  here  ?  to  oppofe 
the  Legiflature  of  a  great  country  acting  in  that  great  duty  that 
belongs  to  thatcountry.  Can  we  fee  it  without  fuppofingthat  they 
were  to  make  their  meeting  effectual  by  acts  that  could  be  carried 
on  for  the  purpofe  of  preventing  the  Legiflature  from  deliberation  ? 
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By  what  act  could  it  be  done,  but  by  refuming  the  valour  of  their 
forefathers  r  by  force,  by  exerting  that  effectual  exertion  that  is 
to  be  preceded  by  fpreading  ufeful  knowledge,  the  chara£teriftic 
of  that  ufeful  knowledge  being  to  put  down  by  the  nature  of  it's 
acts  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons. 

Well  might  Mr.  Hardy  fay,  that  if  the  opportunity  is  loft  now, 
it  is  loft  for  ever.     We  muff,  act  now,  or  we  muft  never  act. 

Having  fome  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  this  Convention  would 
be  difperfed,  they  came  to  another  refolution  : 

*.'  That  the  moment  of  any  illegal  difperfion  of  the  Brit i(h 
Convention,  {hall  be  confidered  as  a  fummons  to  the  delegates 
to  repai-r  to  the  place  of  meeting  appointed  for  the  Convention  of 
emergency  by  the  Secret  Committee  ;  and  that  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee be  inftructed,  without  delay,  to  proceed  to  fix  the  place  of 
meeting." 

After  thefe  refolutions  it  became  neceffary  to  do  a  little  more, 
and  to  declare  on  what  principle  this  Convention  exifts.  Now 
mark  the  principles,  and  do  your  country  jullice,  to  apply  fo 
much  of  the  observations  as  I  have  made  to  you,  as  are  worthy 
your  attention,  to  what  I  have  before  flated,  as  neceffarily  con- 
nected between  the  principles  and  practice  of  Mr.  Paine.  The 
principle  is  that  of  the  French  Convention.  What  is  the 
practice  ?  It  is  the  affembling  of  a  convention  that  fliould  fit  to 
prohibit  the  Legifhture  from  doing  any  thing  but  what  is  agree- 
able to  them;  and  having  met  in  execution  of  the  practice,  they 
proceed  immediately  to  a  declaration  of  the  principles;  but  they 
do  not  proceed  to  a  declaration  of  principles  till  they  have  done 
that  ftrong  and  folemn  act  which  I  have  hated  to  you ;  then  they 
refolve  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw  a  declaration  of 
the  natural,  unalienable  and  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man,  &c, 
to  be  prefixed  to  an  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  and 
that  a  Committee  of  obfervation  be  appointed  at  London  to  give 
the  earlieft  intimation  of  any  motion  of  the  kind  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  refolution. 

Then  you  will  find  they  met  in  a  place  called  Convention  Hall, 
and  they  date  their  proceedings  the  iirlt  year  of  the  Britilh  Con- 
vention ;  then  they  are  informed  that  the  London  Correfponding 
Society  would  undertake  to  be  the  Committee  of  Obfervatioi  , 
which,  they  fay,  ought  to  exift;  you  will  alio  find  their  numb,  is 
mentioned,  that  there  are  many  thoufands  of  constituents  in  Nor- 
wich, London,  Leeds,  &c.  and  that  the  Convention,  to  look  at  it 
in  it's  true  nature,  was  a  Committee  ol  the  people,  and  therefore  it 
was  neceffary  for  them  to  have,  as  they  had  in  France,  primaiy 
Societies,  thofe  primary  Societies  being  over-ruled  by  the  leaders 
of  their  great  clubs,  from  which  they  emanated,  and  fo  forming 
jn  thjs  country  a  government  under  the  power  of  the  Jacobin 
Club.  • 
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You  will  find  that  before  thefe  perfons  parted,  Mr.  Marga- 
ret communicated  to  his  conitifuents  the  proceedings  of  this 
body,  which  he  ftiles  always  the  Britiih  Convention  ot  the  peo- 
ple, alTociated  to  claim  Annual  Parliaments  and  Univerfal  Suf- 
frage. 

You  will  find  that  they  looked  up  to  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society,  whofe  active  exertions  were  neceflary  for  the  ac- 
compliihing  of  the  project  that  they  were  fitting  for  in  Edinburgh, 
afterwards  delegates  arrived  in  London,  and  gave  to  Mr. 
Hardy,  as  the  Secretary  of  that  Society,  an  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, they  give  him  an  account  of  that  folemn  motion  and 
the  manner  of  making  it,  as  I  have  mentioned  ;  they  ftate  that 
the  appointment  of  the  place  (to  which  circumftance  I  beg  your 
moft  particular  attention)  where  they  were  to  meet,  was  lett  to  a 
Secret  Committee,  and  when  they  fent  to  him  informing  him 
of  the  circumftance  of  this  motion,  they,  at  the  fame  time,  fig- 
nify  to  him  in  a  letter,  that  letters  convey  but  very  imperfectly,  and 
with  no  great  degree  of  frfety,  zvhat  zve  wijh  to  inform  each  other  of 
becaufe  letters  convey  not  very  fafely;  that  the  convention  were 
to  meet  in  cafes  of  invafion,  that  was  a  fecret  not  to  be  truffed  to 
correfpondence  by  letter  ;•  and  though  it  exifted  in  the  motion 
that  was  made,  every  other  part  being  communicated  in  a  letter, 
vet  they  do  not  think  it  fafe  to  communicate  that  by  letter,  and 
alio  confider  it  of  fuch  a  nature  that  they  determine  not  to  in- 
i'ert  it  even  in  their  own  minutes. 

This  fa£f.  being  communicated  to  the  London  Correfponding 
Society  by  a  delegate,  you  will  alfo  find  that  Mr.  Sinclair,  dele- 
gate to  the  London  Conftitutional  Society,  was  not  behind  in 
his  duty  to  his  condiments;  he  defired  a  Secret  Committee  might 
be  alfo  appointed  in  that  fociety. 

Not  long  after  this,  we  fee  the  concerted  power  of  the  ma-- 
giftracy  in  that  country  difperfe  that  convention,  which  difperiion 
fuggefted  to  the  focieties  in  this  country,  viewing  the  fame  work 
at  the  fame  hazard,  to  form  the  plan  of  another  convention  to  be 
held  in  England,  knowing  that  the  project  muff  then  be  accom- 
plifhed,  or  never  could  be  accompli  (bed,  becaufe  no  government 
would  permit  fuch  a  convention  to  exift  without  taking  fome 
means  to  prevent  the  confequences  againft  itfelf. 

We  find  then,  after  the  difperfion  of  the  Scotch  Convention, 
when  fome  of  them  had  been  fentenced  to  punifhments, 
which  proceedings  againft  them  were  not  (in  my  humble  opinion) 
ftated  in  that  aggravated  way,  as  might  have  been  (rated, 
■when  they  were  to  be  brought  into  this  country  in  the  proeefsof 
the  execution  of  their  fentence,  you  will  find  in  the  evidence, 
propofitions  in  this  fociety  about  a  refcue,  which  however  failed. 
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Before  they  left  Scotland,  there  is  a  letter  of  Margarot's  to 
Hardy,  to  this  effect.  "  Two  months  palled  in  Scotland  will  fo 
effectually  do  the  bufinefs,  that  nothing  will  be  able  to  prevent  the 
reform  from  taking  place.  In  your  letter"  (fays  he)  «'  do  not  in- 
troduce politics,  or  at  lead  nothing  but  what  concerns  reform. 
The  convention  you  will  fee  have  declared  themfelves  permanent, 
they  are  to  fit  in  fome  other  part  of  the  country,  which  is  not 
yet  declared,  the  caufe  is  in  great  forwardnefs  in  Scotland,  that 
nothing  but  fufficient  fupplies  of  money  are  wanting  in  order  to 
avow  their  views  with  fuccefs,  and  a  very  fhort  time  will  be 
fufficient  to  put  things  in  fuch  a  train,  as  will  completely  exclude 
the  pollibility  of  a  failure."  In  another  letter  he  talks  of  Mr. 
Sinclair  having  gone  to  Perth  on  very  urgent  bufinefs. 

On  the  19th  of  December  1793*  Mr.  Sinclair,  the  delegate 
from  the  Conftitutional  Society,  came  to  London  juft  at  the  time 
I  have  before  obferved  to  you,  that  there  were  fome  things  in  the 
letter  of  Gerald's  and  Margarot's  that  could  not  be  fafely  con- 
veyed by  letter;  and  who  of  confequence  might  be  inferred  to 
have  been  fent  for  the  purpofe  of  this  fecret  intelligence,  which 
was  that  part  of  their  refutation  of  ailembling  the  convention  at 
fotr.e  fecret  place,  and  that  the  firfl  feven  mould  declare  their 
fittings  permanent,  and  twenty-one  proceed  to  bufinefs,  in  cafe  of 
an  invaiion. 

On  the  22nd  of  December  1793,  another  letter  is  written  to 
Mr.  Hardy  by  the  fame  gentleman,  which  probably  led  in  fome 
degree  to  the  tranfadtions  which  pafTcd  in  January  1794,  for  after 
Hating  what  happened  to  himfclf  in  Scotland,  he  fays,  "  Sheffield 
has  exhibited  a  mod  manly  fpint,"  (you  are  to  obferve  that -Shef- 
field had  at  that  time  fent  out  very  llrong  refolutions)  "  it  is  not 
too  late;  for  God's  fake  [end  out  fome  llrong  refolutions:  above  all, 
talk  of  impeachments-  and  petitioning  the  king." 

Then  we  find  Mr.  Margarpt  and  Mr.  Brown,  who  were  the 
delegates  of  Sheffield,  were  gone  to  attend  a  general  meetino- 
of  the  fociety  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  in  Eaff  Lothianfhire, 
and  then  it  is  faid,  the  time  is  come  that  we  mull  Ihew  ourfeives 
worthy  of  liberty,  or  lofe  it. 

'  On  the  27th  of  December  1793.  you  will  fcrJ.>  that  Gerald 
was  at  Perth,  as  Margarot  Hates,  that  he  himfelf  had  been  at  Eall 
Lothian  ;  that  they  had  been  well  employed,  and  that  they  mult 
come  to  fome  fpirited  refolutions. 

And  you  will  there  find,   op  the  nth  of  January  1794,  that 
Mr.  Hardy  writes  this   letter  to  Norwich,   relative  to  the  pro- 
ceedings I  have  now  been  (taring,  that  the  Correfponding  Society 
firfl,  and  the  Conftitutional  Society  afterwards,   m  their  pu 
acts  approved  of  every  thing  the  convention  had  done. 
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"  Fellow  Citizens,-  London,  January  n,  1794. 

"  I  have  juft  received  a  letter  from  citizen  Margarot,  at  Edin- 
burgh, with  fome  of  the  Edinburgh  Gazetteers,  where  you  will 
fee  that  citizen  Skirving  is  found  guilty,  and  fentenced  for  four- 
teen years  transportation  to  Botany  Bay.  Margarot's  trial  comes 
next;  he  meets  it  with  great  firmnefs  and  refolution.  I  have 
no  time  to  make  my  comments  on  the  proceedings,  but  I  think 
our -opponents  are  cutting  their  throats  as  faff  as  they  can. — Now 
is  the  time  for  us  to  do  fomething  worthy  of  men.  The  brave 
defenders  of  liberty  fouth  of  the  Engliih  Channel  are  perform- 
ing wonder?,  driving  their  enemies  before  them  like  chaff  before 
the  whirlwind.  Margarot  tells  me,  that  he  has  not  time  to 
write  to  you  juft  now,  but  he  hopes  to  have  time  very  foon, 
when  his  trial  is  over,  and  immured  in  a  prifon.  The  London 
Correfponding  Society  is  to  have  a  general  meeting  and  an 
anniverfary  dinner,  on  Monday  the  20th  inftant,  at  the  Globe 
Tavern,  Strand.  I  have  fent  you  fome  of  Margarot's  and  Skir- 
ving's  indictment,  with  two  copies  of  a  pamphlet  on  Brewing — 
the  author  is  a  member  of  our  iociety  ;  if  you  approve  of  it,  vow 
may  put  it  in  practice,  and  it  will  be  a  great  faving  to  many  fami- 
lies, alfo  a  diminution  of  the  revenue,  for  every  one  brewing 
their  own  beer  pay  no  duty  for  it.  Excufe  haftc.  I  flill  remain, 
&c. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Hardy. 

You  will  find  that  Mr.  Margarot,  while  at  Spithead,  writes  to 
the  Norwich  Society,  dated  from  Spithead  the  10th  of  March, 
1794.     The  Letter  follows:" 

"  Spithead,  10th  of  March  1794. 
«*  Worthy  Friends,  and  Fellow  Citizens, 
«'  Our  flay  here  being  longer  than  was  at  firft.  expected,  I  avail 
my  fell  of  that  delay  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  twenty  pounds 
from  your  fociety,  which  have  been  delivered  to  me  by  Thomas 
Hardy,  our  Secretary,  to  whom  you  had  remitted  them,  and  who 
has  been  down  here  purpofely  to  fee  me,  and  make  fome  arrange- 
ments for  the  future,  but  whofe  bufinefs  has  called  him  back  to 
London  before  any  thing  could  be  fettled  between  us. — At  firft  he 
fcemed  to  think  that  the  money  was  meant  by  you  to  be  divided 
among  the  four  who  are  now  fuffering  together  :  but,  on  my  ac- 
quainting him  that  thole  gentlemen  were  infinitely  better  off  than 
niyfelf  in  that  refpect,  infomuch  that  they  are  continually  receiv- 
ing private  prefents,  and  are  moreover  fupported  by  many  noble- 
men and  rich  members  of  Parliament,  thefe  latter  feeking  only 
(I  much  fear)  to  make  a  party  affair  of  it,  he  gave  the  mo-, 
Ir.y  to  my  own  difpofal.  If,  however,  you  meant  otherwife,  your 
intention  ihall  be  complied  with  immediately  on  it's  being  made 
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known  to  me — So  much  fur  pecuniary  affairs — — -"  This  morning 
ten  mips  of  war  have  left  Spithead  for  the  Channel,  and  it  is  here 
reported  that  the  Bred  fleet  is  out.  Rumour  always  magnifying 
things,  fays  there  are  feventy  fail  of  the  French  at  fea ;  if  lo,  there 
muft  be  a  number  of  tranfports  among  them,>and  a  defcent  may 
probably  be  the  confequence. — For  God's  fake,  my  worthy 
friends,  do  not  relax  in  the  caufe  of  freedom — continue  as 
you  have  begun — coiifolidate  your  own  focieties — unite  with 
others — perfevere,  and  make  no  doubt  but  focner  or  later  your 
endeavours  will  be  crowned  with  fuccefs."  I  have  alfo  to  thank 
you  for  the  affectionate  addrefs  I  received  from  you.  Be  affured 
that  my  utmofr.  ambition  will  be  to  deferve  your  confidence  and 
your  efteem.  The  tide  of  fortune,  however  ftrongly  it  may  run 
againft  our  caufe  at  prefent,  muff,  foon  have  a  turn  :  The  eyes  of 
mankind  will  naturally  open — when  their  pockets  empty,  and  their 
blood  fpills,  they  will  afk  each  other,  for  whom  are  we  thus  facri- 
ficing  ourfelves  and  murdering  others  ?  What  advantage  refults  to 
us  from  all  this  expenditure  and  (laughter?  And  by  interfering  in 
the  government  of  another  country,  do  we  not  fet  other  nations  an 
example  to  interfere  with  our  own  government,  and  to  model  it  as. 
they  think  proper?  Should  they  dofo,  popery  anddefpotifm  muftbe 
our  lot — may  gracious  Providence  avert  it;  may  we  rather  all 
to  a  man  be  determined  to  live  free  or  die  !  In  my  exile'  no- 
thing would  afflict  me  fo  much  as  to  hear  that  my  country  was 
enflaved,  and  that  my  countrymen  hugged  their  chains.  I  truft 
however,  the  national  fpirit  of  Britons  will  prevent  it.  Adieu, 
my  dear  friends  ;  and  ever  remember, 

Your  faithful, 

M.  Margarot. 
P.  S.  This  day  a  mock  debate  concerning  our  fentence  is  to 
fake  place  in  P " 

I  come  now  to  ftate  to  you  'he  proceedings  of  the  year  1794* as 
far  as  they  depend  on  the  written  evidence  that  is  to  be  laid 
before  you,  and  it  muff,  be  a  fatisfaction  to  every  man  who  hears 
me,  that  in  the  cpurfe  of  this  evidence,  whatever  may  arife 
on  the  parole  evidence  that  is  to  be  given,  you  will  find  fo  ftrong 
a  confirmation  of  the  written  evidence,  that  thefe  obfervatioi  s 
cannot  obftruct  you  from  coming  to  a  true  conclufton,  whatever 
that  may  be.  The  Conftitutional  Society  having  fent  their 
delegate  to  the  Scotch  Convention,  you  will  find  that  at  a  meet- 
ing, held  the  17th  of  January  1794,  the  following  Refolution  was 
come  to,  and  to  which  I  defire  your  particular  attention,  more 
efpecially,  as  there  are  fome  circumftances  belonging  to  the  com- 
pofition  of  that  refolution,  which  appear  to  me  to  be  worthy  your 
attention. 

I  have 
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1  have  before  told  you,  that  thefe  refutations  were  originally 
drawn  from  the  minutes,  and  the  original  minute  ftill  exifts,  and 
perhaps  it  (hews  that  difcretion  with  which  men  are  able  to  Hate, 
in  different  ways,  the  precife  thing;  and  I  fay,  that  thefe  pa- 
pers were  meant  to  excite  the  fubjects  of  this  country  to  refift 
by  actual  force.     The  Refolutions  are  thefe  : 

"  Refolved,  That  law  ceafes  to  be  an  object  of  obedience 
whenever  it  becomes  an  inftrument  of  oppreffion. 

w  Refolved,  That  we  call  to  mind,  with  the  deepeftfatisfaction, 
the  merited  fate  of  the  infamous  Jefferies,  once  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  of  England,  who,  at  the  yEra  of  the  glorious  Revolution, 
for  the  many  iniquitous  fentences  which  he  had  paffed,  was 
torn  to  pieces  by  a  brave  and  injured  people. 

"  Refolved,  That  thofe  who  imitate  his  example,  deferve 
his  fate. 

(This  is  to  be  applied  to  the  Judges  of  Scotland,  who  executed 
the  law  on  fuch  facts  as  I  have  {fated  ;  and  I  hope,  thefe  fort  of 
Refolutions  had  not  in  view  the  putting  them  in  peril,  who  in 
tlifcharge  of  their  official  duty,  paffed  thofe  fentences,  to  which 
thefe  Refolutions  allude.) 

"  Refolved,  That  the  Tweed,  though  it  may  divide  coun- 
tries, ought  not,  and  does  not  make  a  feparation  between  thofe 
principles  of  common  feverity  in  which  Englifhmen  and  Scotch- 
men are  equally  interefted;  that  injuftice  in  Scotland  is  in- 
jufticc  in  England ;  and  the  fafety  of  Englifhmen  is  endan- 
gered whenever  their  brethren  in  Scotland,  for  a  conduct  which 
entitles  them  to  the  approbation  of  all  wife,  and  the  fupport  of 
all  brave  men,  are  fentenced  to  Botany  Bay ;  a  punifhment 
hitherto  inflicted  only  on  felons. 

"  Refolved,  That  we  fee  with  regret,  but  we  fee  without  fear, 
that  the  period  is  fait  approaching  when  the  liberties  of  Britons 
-muff  depend  not  upon  reafon  to  which  they  have  long  ap- 
pealed, nor  on  the  powers  of  expreiling  it,  but  on  their  firm  and 
undaunted  refolution  to  oppofe  tyranny  by  the  fame  means  by 
which  it  isexercifed. 

"  Refolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh 
Convention,  who,  though  affailed  by  force,  have  not  been  an- 
fwered  by  arguments  ;  and  who,  unlike  the  members  of  a  cer- 
tain affembly,  have  no  intereft  diflinct  from  the  common  body 
of  the  people." 

What  is  the  tyranny  exerci fed  by  the  regular  government  of 
the  country,  but  the  means  of  the.  application  of  force  of  the 
government  in  fupport  of  it's  acts  ?  The  tyranny  then  that  the  go- 
vernment makes  ufe  of  by  the  application  of  the  force  of  the 
country  in  fupport  of  it's  functions  is  now  to  be  refilled. 

Thefirft  refolvein  the  minutes  runs  thus,  that  as  allegiance  and 

pro- 
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Iritection  are  reciprocal,  law  ceafes  to  be  an  objecl  of  obedience,  when- 
ever it  becomes  an  injirument  of  opprefjion. 

Couple  that  as  it  flood  with  the  third  rcfolution,  and  what  is 
it,  but  that  to  thofe  who  do  not  protect,  no  allegiance  is  due  ;  and 
we  fee  it  with  regret,  but  we  fee  it  without  fear,  that  we  muft 
oppofe  thofe  who  do  not  protect  us,  becaufe  to  them  no  allegi- 
ance is  due. 

\  ou  will  find  that  it  flood  in  the  original  minute,  thus  :  that  En- 
glijhmen  are  determined  to  vindicate  Scotchman  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives. 

Then  you  will  find  the  laft  refolution  comparing  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  the  Convention  of  Scot- 
land, that  they  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh'  Conven- 
tion, who,  though  affailed  by  force,  have  not  heen  anfwered 
by  argument,  and,  who  unlike  the  members  of  a  certain  affem- 
bly,  have  no  intereft  diitinct  from  the  common  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  being  the  incorrupt  reprefentatives  of  many  thoufands, 
have  fpoken  the  language  of  truth  and  firmnef?.  And  I  make  this 
account  the  inftrument  of  conveying  to  the  pubiie,  and  I  do  mod 
anxioufly  wifh  it  may  fucceed,  that  the  public  may  undeiftand 
what  it  is  that  men  mean,  when  they  are  dilhibuting  thefe  libels 
through  the  country. 

This  Convention,  fay  they,  affailed  by  force,  has  not  been  an- 
fwered by  argument.  How  could  thev  be  anfwered  by  argument, 
who  came(to  folemn  and  fecret  refolution?, which  they  do  not  dare 
to  (fate  on  their  own  proceedings ;  thus  working  under  ground 
till  they  blow  up  the  country  with  it's  inhabitants,  and  then 
fay,  we  have  done  well,  you  cannot  fay  we  have  done  ili, 
becaufe  you  cannot  tell  on  what  principle  we  ail. 

On  the  28th  of  January  there  is  a  letter  written  by  Margarot 
to  the  perfon  that  itands  at  tlie  bar,  in  which  is  the  following,' 
"  We  have  ju ft  received  notice  to  hold  ourfelves  ready  to  de- 
part at  an  hour's  notice.  Look  out  for  us,  Thomas  Hardy, 
immediately. 

You  will  likewife  find  that  a  letter  fent  from  Margarot  to 
Hardy  is  of  great  confequence,  as  it  explains  many  palfagesin  the 
evidence  between  the  20th  of  Jan.  1794.,  and  the  time  that  thefe 
perfons  were  aDQrehended.  Margarot  writes  from  Edinburgh  in 
this  manner:  "  Armed  a.Tociators  are  I  conceive  fet  on  foot  by 
the  rich,  wherefore  fhould  not  the  poor  do  the  fame  r  are  you 
to  wait  patiently  till  twenty  thoufand  Heffians  come. to  cut  your 
throats  r" 

On  (he  20th  January  1^04,  there  was  a  meeting  at  the  Globe 
Tavern,  that  meeting  which  you  will  permit  me  to  obfenev 
Hardy,  in  his  letter  of  the  nth  of  January  1794,  (which  I  have 
before  fpoken  of,)  alluded  to  when   he  faid  the  London  Corre-* 

5.  fpondir.g. 


[  ^  1 

fponding. Society    were  to  have  a  General  meeting  and  an  Ann:- 
verfary  Dinner. 

The  proceedings  of  that  day  will  deferve-  your  very  particular 
attention. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  faid  printed  paper. 

"  At  a  general  meeting  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society;, 
held  at  the  Globe  Tavern,  Strand,  on  Monday  the  20th  day  of 
January,  179+  '•>  citizen  John  Martin  in  the  chair  ;  the  fol- 
lowing addrefs  to  the  people  of  Great  Britan  and  Ireland  was 
read  and  agreed  to. 

"  Citizens, 

,l  We  find  the  nation  involved  in  a  war,  by  which,  in  the 
courfe  of  one  campaign,  immenfe  numbers  of  our  countrymen 
have  been  flaughtered  ;  a  vaft  expence  has  been  incurred,  our 
trade,  commerce,  and  manufactories,  are  almofr.  deftroyed,  and 
many  of  our  manufacturers  and  artiits  are  ruined,  and  their  fa- 
milies ftarving. 

"  To  add  to  our  affliction,  we  have  reafon  to  expect,  that 
other  taxes  will  foon  be  added  to  the  intolerable  load  of  imports 
and  impolitions  with  which  we  are  already  overwhelmed,  for 
the  purpofe  of  defraying  the  expences  which  have  been  incurred^ 
in  a  fruitlefs  c'rufade,  to  rc-eftabliih  the  odious  defpotifm  of 
France. 

"  When  we  contemplate  the  principles  of  this  war,  we  con- 
fefs  ouffelves  to  be  unable  to  approve  of  it,  as  a  meafure  either 
of  juftice  or  difcretion  ; — and  if  we  are  to  form  our  calculation 
of  the  refult,  from  what  has  already  pafTed,  we  can  only  look 
forward  to  defeat,  and  the  eternal  difgraCe  of  the  Britifh  name. 

"  While  we  are  thus  engaged  in  an  expenfive  and  ruinous 
foreign  war,  our  flate  at  home  is  not  lefs  deplorable. 

"  We  are  every  .day  told,  by  thofe  perfons  who  are  iriterefted 
in  fupporting  the  corruption  lift,  and  an  innumerable  holt  of  fine- 
cure  placemen,  that  the  conftitution  of  England  is  the  per- 
fection of  human  wifdom  ;  that  our  laws  (we  fhould  rather  fay, 
their  law?)  are  the  perfection  of  juflice  ;  and  that  their  admi- 
niftration  of  thofe  laws  is  fo  impartial  and  fo  ready,  as  to  afford 
an  equal  remedy,  both  to  the  rich  and  to  the  poor  ;  by  means  of 
which  we  are  faid  to  be  placed  in  a  flate  of  abfolute  freedom, 
and  that  our  rights  and  liberties  are  fo  well  fecured  to  us  as  to 
render  all  invafion  of  them  impoffible, 

"  When  we  afk,  how  we  enjoy  thefe  tranfeendant  privileges? 
we  are  referred  to  Magna  Charta,  ai\d  the  Bill  of  Rights  ;  and 
the  glorious  Revolution,  in  the  year  1688,  is  held  out  to  us,  as 
ihe  bulwark  of  Britilh  liberty* 

"  Citizens 
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*'  Citizens, 

V  We  have  referred  to  Magna.  Charta,  to  the  Bill  of  Rights 
and  to  the  Revolution,  and  we  certainly  do  find  that  our  an- 
ceftors  did  eltabliih  wife  and  wholefome  laws  :  but  we  as  cer- 
tainly find,  that,  of  the  venerable  conilitution  of  our  aaceftors, 
hardly  a  veftige  remains. 

"The  only  chapters  of  the  great  charter,  which  are  now  in 
legal  exiftence,  are    the  14th  and  29th. 

*'  The  important  provifion  of  the  14th  chapter  runs  thus: 

"  A  freeman  (hall  not  be  amerced  for  a  fmall  fault,  but  a&er 
the  manner  of  the  fault :  and  for  a  great  fault  after  the  greatnels 
thereof,  faving  to  him  his  contenement  ;  and  a  merchant  like- 
wife,  faving  to  him  his  merchandize;  and  any  other's  villain 
than  our'slhall  be  likewife  amerced,  faving  to  him  his  wainage  ; 
and  none  of  the  faid  amerciaments  fhall  be  afieffed,  but  by  the 
oath  of  honeft  and  lawful  men  of  the  vicinage." 

"  But  by  the  ufurped  power  of  the  judges,  in  affefiing  fines 
(and  what  fines  !  !)  in  the  cafes  of  mifdemeanour  ;  this  glorious 
right  of  the  fubjecf.,  of  having  thefe  fines  anfelfed  by  the  Jury, 
(the  only  poffible  protection  from  flavery  and  the  vileil  oppreliion) 
is  unjuftly  and  infarnoufly  ravifhed  from  us. 

"  The  provifion  of  the  29th  cliapter.  runs  thus: 

*'  No  freeman  fhall  be  taken  or  imprifonerJ,  or  be  dideifed  of 
his  freehold,  or  liberties,  or  free  culioms,  or  be  outlawed,  or 
exiled,  or.  any  otherwife  deftroyed  ;  nor  we  will  not  pafs  upon 
him,  nor  condemn  him,  but  by  the  lawful  judgment  of  his  peers, 
or  by  the  law  of  the  land.  We  will  fell  to  no  man,  we  will 
not  deny,  or  defer  to  any  man,  either  juftice  or  right. 

"  The  various  methods  now  in  coniiant  practice,  by  which 
the  benefits  of  this  provifion  are  totally  defeated  and  deifroyed, 
might  induce  us  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Great  Charter  has  been 
repealed;  if  we  did  not  affuredly  know,  that  it  is  the  funda- 
mental bafis  of  our  confutation  ;  which  even  the  Real  Reprefenta* 
tives  of  the  people  (much  lefs  the  miferable  nominees  ot  Heltlone 
and  Old  Sarum)  have  not  the  right,  nor  (as  we  trufl  it  will  be 
found  by  experience]  the  power  to  repeal.  Yet  what  do  we 
find  in  practice  ?  uncopftiturional  and  illegal  Informations  Ex 
•Officio,  that  is  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  king's  attorney  general, 
ufurping  the  office  of  the  Accufing  jury;  an  ,i  the  interefted  oath 
ota  vile  common  informer,  with  the  judgment  of  as  vile  a  com- 
mon trading  or  penfioned  juftice,  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  oiur 
birth-right,  an  impartial  trial  by  our  country. 

"  Add  to'  this,  that  the  exorbitant  expence  of  judicial   pro- 
ceedings, the   novel    practice  of  arbitrarily   and   repeatedly   an- 
nulling the  verdicts  of  Juries,  and  the  dilatory  practice  oi  the 
S  2  courts, 
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courts,  molt  openly  and  fhamefully  contradict  the  claufe  which 
forbids  the  denial,  the  delay,  and  the  fale  of  juftice. 

"  A  man  accufed  of  Felony  (for  which,  by  the  common  law  of 
England,  his  lite  and  goods  are  forfeited]  may  be  bailed  on  find- 
ing two  fureties  for  torty  pounds  each  ;  but  upon  a  charge  of 
mifdemeanor  by  words  only,  bail  to  the  amount  of  one  thouland 
pounds  has  been  demanded. 

'*  Upon  conviction  alfo  for  fuch  mifdemeanour,  enormous 
fines,  long  and  cruel  imprifonments  unknown  to  our  antient 
laws,  and  un  (auctioned  by  any  new  ftatutes,  have  of  late  (and 
but  of  late)  been  too  frequently  and  too  oppreffively  inflicted. 
And  all  this,  although  by  this  Bill  of  Rights  it  is  declared,  that 
*'  exceffive  bail  fhall  not  be  demanded,  or  cruel  and  unufual  pu- 
jiifhments  inflicted." 

'•  If  we  look  to  Ireland,  we  find  that  acknowledged  privi- 
lege of  the  people  to  meet  for  the  fupport  and  protection  of  their 
rights  and  privileges,  is  attempted,  by  terror,  to  be  taken  away 
by  a  late  infamous  Act  of  Parliament :  vvhilft  titles  of  honour  ? 
- — No,  but  of  difhonour — are  lavifhed  ;  and  new  fources  of  cor- 
ruption opened,  to  gratify  the  greedy  proftitution  of  thofe,  who 
are  the  inftruments  pi  this  oppreflion. 

"  In  Scotland,  the  wicked  hand  of  power  has  been  impu- 
dently exerted,  without  even  the  wretched  formality  of  an  Act: 
of  Parliament.  Magiftrates  have  forcibly  intruded  into  the 
peaceful  and  lawful  meetings  of  freemen  ;  and,  by  force,  (not 
only  without  law,  but  againft  law)  have,  under  colour  of  magif- 
terial  office,  interrupted  their  deliberations,  and  prevented  their 
affociation. 

"  The  wifdom  and  good  conduct  of  the  Britifh  Convention 
at  Edinburgh  has  been  fuch,  as  to  defy  their  bittereft  enemies  to 
name  the  law  which  they  have  broken  ;  notwithstanding  which, 
their  papers  have  been  feized,  and  made  ufe  of  as  evidence  a- 
•gainft  them,  and  many  virtuous  and  meritorious  individuals 
have  been,  as  cruelly  as  unjufily,  for  their  virtuous  actions,  dif- 
graccd  and  deftroyed  by  infamous  and  illegal  fentences  of  tranf- 
portatiom  And  thefe  unjuft  and  wicked  judgments  have  been 
executed  with  a  rancour  and  malignety,  never  before  known  in 
this  land;  our  refpectable  and  beloved  fellow-citizens  have  been 
caff  fettered  into  dungeons  amongft  felons  in  the  hulks,  to 
which  they  were  not  fentenced. 

"  Citizens, 

?<  We  all  approve  the  fentiments,   and  are  daily  repeating 

the  words,  for  which  thefe  our  refpectable  and  valuable  brethren 

are  thus  ijnjuftly  and   inhumanly   fuffering.     We   too  affociate 

iu  order  to  obtain  a  fair,  free,  and  full  reprefentation  of  the 

people 


[     «4»     j 

people  in  a  houfe  of  real  national  reprefentatives.  (Pid  not  the 
Convention  at  Edinburgh  affociate  for  to  obtain  a  fair,  free,  and 
full  houfe  of  National  Reprefentatives  ?  They  alfociated  as  if  they 
were  the  people,  and  they  were  to  alfociate  themfelves  with  fo- 
cieties  in  England,  and  to  form  themfelves  as  delegates  of  thefe 
focieties,  to  do  what  ?  to  meet  as  an  aiTembly,  which  aiTembly 
was  to  contronl  the  operation  of  Parliament,  until  the  force  of 
this  body  fo  met  fhould  deftroy  them.)  Are  we  alfo  willing  to 
be  treated  as  felons,  for  claiming  this  our  inherent  ri^ht,  which 
we  are  determined  never  to  forego  but  with  our  lives,  and  which 
none  but  thieves  and  traitors  can  wifh  to  withhold  from  us? 
Confider,  it  is  one  and  the  fame  corrupt  and  corrupting  influ- 
ence, which  at  this  time  domineers  in  Ireland,  Scotland,  and 
England,  (that  is,  the  perfons  meeting  in  the  regular  execution 
of  their  functions,  and  their  offices  as  magistrates).  Can  you 
believe  that  thofe  who  fent  virtuous  Iriihmen  and  Scotchmen 
fettered  with  felons  to  Botany  Bay,  do  not  meditate,  and  will 
not  attempt  to  feize  the  firft  moment  to  fend  us  after  them  ? 
Or  if  we  had  not  juft  caufe  to  apprehend  the  fame  inhuman 
treatment  ;  if,  inftead  of  the  moll  imminent  danger,  we  were  in 
perfect  fafety  from  it;  fhould  we  not  difdain  to  enjoy  any  li- 
berty or  privilege  whatever,  in  which  ourhoneft  Irilh  and  Scotch 
brethren  did  not  equally,  and  as  fully  participate  with  us? 
Their  caufe  then  and  our's  is  the  fame.  And  it  is  both  our 
duty  aad  our  intereft  to  (land  or  fall  together.  The  Irifn  Par- 
liament and  the  Scotch  Judges,  actuated  by  the  fame  EngiiiTi  in- 
fluence, have  brought  us  directly  to  the  point.  There  is  no  farther 
flep  beyond  that  which  they  have  taken.  We  are  at  iflue.  We 
muffe  now  chufe  at  once  either  liberty  or  flavery  for  ourfelves  and 
our  pofterity.  Will  you  wait  till  barracks  are  creeled  in  every 
village,  and  till  fubfuiizcd  Hellians  and  Hanoverians  are  upon 
us  ? 

"  You  may  afk  perhaps,  by  what  means  fhall  we  feek  redrefs? 
(This  fociety  afked  the  lame  queftion  in  Auguft  1792,  and  they 
afked  the  fame  queftion  in  April  1793  ;  the  fame  anfwer  was 
given  in  Auguft  1792,  the  fame  anfwer  was  given  in  April 
1793.  ^  's  not  by  tne  King,  it  is  not  by  the  Parliament,  but 
it  is  by  a  Convention  of  ourlelves  and  our  focieties  ;  they  fupr 
pofed  that  the  time  was  now  come  to  do  that  which  they -were  not 
virtuous  and  courageous  enough  to  do  in  1793.;  You  may  afk, 
&c.  We  anfwer,  that  men  in  a  ftate  of  civilized  fociety  are 
bound  to  feek  redrefs  of  grievances  from  the  laws,  as  long  as 
any  redrefs  can  be  obtained  by  the  laws.  But  our  common 
mailer  whom  we  ferve  'whole  law  is  a  law  of  liberty,  and  whofe. 
fervice  is  perfect  freedojn)  has  taught  us  not  to  expect  to  gather 
grapes  from  thorns,  nor  figs  from  thirties.     We  muff  have  re7 

drefs; 
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«lrefs  frofej  our  own  laws,  and  not  from  the  laws  of  our  plunder-* 
ers,  enemies,  and  oppreflbrs." 

1  hey  go  on  to  fay,  "  There  is  no  redrefs  far  a  nation  circum- 
Jlanced'as  we  are,  but  in  a  fair,  free,  and  full  representation  of  the 
■people."  And  here  again  I  aik,  What  is  the  fair,  free,  and  full 
reprefentatibn  of  the  people  r  no  mention  being  made  here 
of  Parliament,  but  by  thofe  that  approve  of  the  Britifh  Con- 
vention, a  Convention,  which,  by  theforceoi  it's  own  authority, 
was  to  declare  the  "natural,  unalienable,  and  imprefcrip.ible 
rights  of  man.  What  are  we  to  underftand  from  thofe  that 
take  on  them  to  unite  the  two  nations  of  England  and  Scotland, 
and  declare  their  meeting  to  be  a  Britifh  Convention  uniting  the 
two  nations,  and  that  body  formed  by  delegates  of  different  fo-. 
cieties  in  this  and  that  country?  I  ("ay  that  this  is  the  fpecies 
of  Convention,  which,  in  their  opinion,  (and  I  think  no  man 
can  doubt  it)  was  the  fair,  full,  and  free  representation  of  the 
people,  in  which  they  hope,    and  hope  alone  lor  redrefs. 

Could  it  be  poll-hie  for  them  to  fuppofe,  even  if  they  made 
parliamentthe  willing  or  unwilling  organ, could  it  ever  enter  into 
their  thoughts,  that  thefe,  whom  they  call  their  plunderers,  ene- 
mies, and  oppreffors,  would  ever  become  the  voluntary  or  in' 
voluntary  inurnment  of  doing  that  which  was  the  object  of  the 
exiftence  of  all  thefe  focieties,  from  March  1 79  r,  till  in  the  ap^ 
prehenfion  of  thefe  perfons  they  were  checked  in  the  execution 
of  their  purpofe  ? 

They  now  pafs  onto  fcveral  Refolves. 

"  Refolved,  That  during  the  enfuing  feflion  of  Parliament, 
the  general  Committee  of  this  S  iciety  do  meet  daily,  for  the 
purpofe  of  watching  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament,  and  of 
the  adminifl ration  of  the  government  of  this  country.  (This 
was  to  be  publifhed  for  the  fake  of  doing  this  bufinefs,  and  is 
followed  up  with  this  refolution,  which  I  have  ftated  to  you  was 
fo  folemniy  made  and  lb  facredly  fvvorn.)  And  that  upon  the 
firft  introduction  of  any  bill,  or  motion  inimical  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people,  fuch  as,  for  landing  foreign  troops  in  Great 
Britai.i  or  Ireland,  for  fufpendingthe  Habeas  Corpus  Aft,  for  pro- 
claiming'Jl&rfrW  Law,  or  for  preventing  the  people  from  meeting  in 
Societies  for  Conjlitutional  Information,  (they  abufed  the  terms 
they  u fed,  you  muff  think  by  this  time,)  ox  am  other  Innovation 
of  afimilar  nature,  that,  on  any  ot  thefe  emergencies,  the  ge- 
neral Committee  (hall  iiTue  fummon-fes  to  the  delegates  of  each 
cliviiion,  and  alfo  to  the  fecretaries  of  the  different  focieties  affi- 
liated and  correfponding  with  this  fociety,  forthwith  to  call  a 
general  Convention  of  the  People,  to  be  held  at  fuch  place  and  in 
luch  a  manner  as  fhall  be  fpecified  in  the  furnmons,  for  the 
purpofe  of  taking  fuch  meafures  into  their  confideration. 

«'  Refolved.' 
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**  ■"Refolvcd,  That  the  preceding  addrefs  and  refolution  be 
figned  by  the  Chairman,  and  printed  and  publifhed. 

"J.Martin,  Chairman, 
"  T.  Harw,  Secretary."' 

Now  what  is  this,  fuppofing  nothing  had  paffed  in  Scotland 
of  what  1  have  {(.ait;!  to  you  ?  Is  the  rule  ana  government  of  this 
country  reduced  to  this  itate,  that  it  fhall  find  no  protection 
in  the  administration  of  the  law  of  the  country,  againft  perfons 
aflbciating  and  affiliating  themfelves  for  the  purpofes  they  have 
declared  here  ?  Is  no  motion  to  be  made  in  parliament  for  a  bill;, 
for  any  oi  the  purpofes-  here  I  ?    Is  no  motion  to  be  madd 

in  parliament  for  a  bill  which  thefe  focieties  chofe  to  complain. 
of,  under  the  terms  of  any  other  innovation  of  a  fimilar  nature, 
without  explaining  what  it  meant  ;  but  what-?  tfeat  bodies  t£ 
men  are  to  come  together  claiming  to  themfelves,  that  which 
exifts  in  the  natural  and  phylical  rheji 

to  declare  and  pretend  that ' :  a  Converttion  of  the 

people.  Have  they  got  the  }  e  thipgii&e 

it;    yet  here  they  call  '  rof  the  people, 

the  meaning  of  v.  hi  her,  is  thi<: ,  from  your  !a\vs^ 

the  laws  of  you  pur  plunderers,  enemies  and  oppr  -can 

expedl  no  relief,  therefore  we   do  not  r  come  to  you  5 

but  we  will  watch  you,  and  if  you  dare  an  innovation  of  any 
fort,  we  fhail  call  a  fair,  free, 'and  full  reprefen  the  peo- 

ple by  fummonfes  iiTued  to  1  hie  dele;;,  es. 

Then,  gentlemen,  they  publifh  their    refolves,  that    100,000 
copies  of  the  Addrefs  to  the  People  of  Gr<  "  n  t, 

voted  at  the  general  meeting,  be  pri 
fociety. 

And  then   they  follow  this'u -  ition  of  a 

many  toa.'ts  j    where  one  n 

afraid  of  the  fubjecl  finking   into  •,  :   it  is   no  g 

part  of  the  cafe,  and  yet   it   was   thought  of  i; 
to  fitonceor  twice  to  form  toafts;  that  woi  :d  to 

inflame  the  minds  of  th  rd  that 

were  not  in  this  project.     Accordingly- it  cuftom  of  the 

London  Correfp.onding  Society,  as  well  as  the  Society  for  ( 
ftitutional  Information,  togive  trails,   fuch  a"s,    <'• 
arms  of  freedom,  "wherever  directed."     Againft  whom  were  the 
arms  directed  ?     The  application  of  this  pbrafe  is  obvious,  with 
refpect  to  his  Majefty,  when  we  reflect,  that  it  Was  dranl 
thofe  who  had  faid  "  the  Elector   of  Hanover  may  do.  what  he 
pleafes,  but  if  the  King  of  Great  Britain  dares  to  go  to  war,  we 
know  what  we  are  to  do." 
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Other  toafts  were  drank,  fuch  as,"  Citizen  John  Paine ;  Jofirt' 

Froft  ;  the  virtuous  and  fpirited  citizens  now  in  confinement  for 

matters  of  opinion ;  and  may  we  fhew  them  by  our  condu£t  that 

hey  are  not  forgotten."    Thefe  matters  of  opinion  are  all|taken 

in  a£ts  of  detail* 

Gentlemen,  the  name  of  Mr.  Froft  being  mentioned,  it  is  to 
the  purpofe  of  this  buiinefs  to  take  notice,  that  he  was  profc- 
cuted  in  this  country  for  thefe  words,  i(  no  King,  no  parliament, 
liberty,  equality  ;"  he  has  been  proved  to  be  guilty  of  a  great  of- 
fence, he  has  /uttered  that  puniihment  which  the  law  inflicted, 
and  has  made  the  atonement  the  law  required  ;  but  thefe  gen- 
tlemen (who  fent  Mr.  Froft  and  Mr.  Barlow  to  France,)  on 
his  being  profecuted  for  his  promulgation  of  the  doctrine  of  no 
king,  declare  that  they  will  fultain  Mr.  Froft  in  all  his 
profecutions.  Is  it  no  evidence  what  the  intention  of  thefe  were, 
who  come  to  a  refolution  in  which  they  declare,  that  the  law, 
queftioning  the  propriety  of  that  kind  of  condudt,  amounted  to 
perfecution,  and  fay  it  ought  not  to  have  been  done  ? 

Thefe  toads  were  drank,  Mr.  Martin  being  then  prefent  with 
Mr.  Hardy,  a  delegate,  attending  member;  I  will  give  you  now 
his  account  of  this  proceeding  of  the  20th  of  January  i/94»  int 
his  own  hand  writing,  in  a  letter  directed  to  Maurice  Margarot, 
at  Edinburgh,  who  before  had  wrote,  that  two  months  in  Scot- 
land would  do  the  bufinefs,  provided  they  would  do  thebufinefs 
in  England.  Martin  tells  him  we  had  a  meeting  on  Monday, 
/  was  in  the  chair,  every  thing  was  well  conducted,  regularly,  and 
the  proceedings  were  tolerably  bold.  Mr.  Hardy  has  fent  you  a  copy 
of  the  addrefs  and  refolution.  The  King  went  yefljrday  to  meet  his 
parliament.  (So  now,  gentlemen,  we  have  got  no  parliament  of 
our  own.)  The  fociety  increafes  rapidly.  (You  will  obferve  the 
words,  gentlemen,)  the  fociety  is  increafmg  rapidly,  both  in  fpirit 
and  in  number,  and  the  rich  begin  to  come  among  us.  I  could  write 
to  you  ftrange  things,  but  I  know  not  but  it  may  be  read  by 
fomebody  before  it  come  to  your  hands. 

After  this  had  paft,  you  will  find  that  that  letter  was  written 
by  the  London  Correfponding  Society  to  the  Society  for  Confti- 
tutional  Information,  which  I  firft  mentioned  to  you  on  the 
27th  of  March  1794,  and  now,  by  your  leave,  I  will  read  a 
part  of  it  again. 

I  mould  tell  you  firft,  in  order  of  time,  that  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information  diftin£tly  adopted  that  paper  of  the 
Correfponding  Society  as  their  own ;  they  ordered  it  to  be  enter- 
ed or.  their  books,  and  fully  took  it  to  thcmfelves,  as  if  it  had 
been  concerted  at  a  conjunctive  meeting  of  them  both. 

"Well  then,  the  London  Conftitutional  Society  having  adopted 
it  as  their  own,  it  would  bs  furprizing  indeed,  if  the  convention,- 

which' 
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which  they  there  fpeak  of  on  the  27th  of  March,  (hould  be  of  a 
different  nature  than  that  which  they  agreed  to  on  the  20th  of 
January,  and  with  that  I  come  to  the  letter  of  the  27th  of 
March.  (See  Jordan'^  Second  Report  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
p.  106.) 

In  this  letter  there  can  be  no  doubt  what  they  meant  by  a 
fpeedy  revolution  ;  but  it  is  not  left  there,  for  in  the  third  refolu- 
tion,  they  ftate  that  there  ought  to  be  immediately  a  convention 
of  the  people  by  delegates  deputed  for  that'  purpofe,  by  the  dif- 
ferent focieties  of  the  friends  of  freedom  affemhled  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  to  whom  is  this  propofcl  ?  to  that  Con- 
ftitutional  Society  who  had  adopted  that  refolution  of  the  20th  of 
January  1794,  and  who  had  faid  at  the  2oth  df  January  1794, 
redrefs  was  not  to  be  taken  by  the  laws  of  England,  but  by  their 
own  laws,  and  not  thofe  of  their  plunderers,  enemies,  and  op- 
preffors. 

What  obfervation  follows  on  this  ?  this'  follows  on  it,  that 
couching  the  thing  in  terms  that  are  a  little  ambiguous,  but  which 
no  human  being,  judging  honeftly,  could  doubt  the  meaning  of; 
they  do  mean  there  fhould  be  this  convention  to  fupercede  the 
powers  of  the  nation,  having  all  political  and  phyfical  authority, 
and  then  they  form  out  of  the  two  focieties,  a  Committee  of  Cor- 
refpondence,for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  forward  that  convention, 
without  which  they  had  faid  Britons  could  not  enjoy  their  liberty. 

Gentlemen,  when  I  lay  this  evidence  before  you,  I  lhall  have 
yet  to  learn,  why  this  is  not  a  ftep  taken  to  the  conftituting  of  a 
body,  or  a  ftep  towards  the  means  of  conftituting  another 
body,  than  that  eftablifhed  by  the  conftitution  of  this  country; 
and  which  other  body  was  (like  the  convention  mentioned  in 
the  fpeech  of  Barrere,)  to  fupercede  the  eltablilhed  legiilature, 
and  to  depofe  the  King,  as  the  indictment  expreffes  it,  againft 
the  will  and  in  defiance  of  the  parliament.  I  fay  to  depoie  the 
king,,  for  if  fhefe  people  have  fovereign  power,  and  they  mult 
have  it  on  their  own  principles,  the  King  of  England  cannot 
have  it  as  he  has  now  -y  he  was  bound  to  relift,  he  was  fworn  to 
it  by  the  folemn  obligation  of  his  coronation  oath  ;  fee  it  other- 
wife  you  cannot,  if  you  contemplate  thofe  confequenees  which 
mud:  accrue  to  the  life  of  the  King,  he  being  bound  to  refill; 
fuch  attempts  for  the  fake  of  his  fubjeCts,  and  for  the  lake  of  his 
oath,  in  acknowledging,  according  to  the  terms  of  that  oath,  to 
rule  agreeable  to  the  ftatutes  of  parliament. 

You  find  further,  that  there  was  a  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm, 
and  when  the  minutes  of  that  meeting  are  read  to  you,  you  will 
fee  that  that  meeting  was  a  ftep  taken  in  the  functions  of  that 
joint  Committee  of  Correspondence  between  the  two  focieties, 

T  for 
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for  the  exprefs  pnrpofe  of  tiying  the  tempers  of  the  people,  and 
feeing  what  thev  could  do  by  numbers  :  and  it  is  very  remarkable 
that  that  meeting,  which  was  lit  Id  here  on  the  14th  of  April 
1794,  was  alio  held  in  divers  other  parts  of  this  kingdom,  as 
appears  more  particularly  from  a  letter  found  in  the  poifedion  of 
t  e  prifoner.  As  there  was  a  meeting  in  the  open  air  at  Chalk 
Farm,  fo,  gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  they  were  nut  wanting  elfe- 
where,  doing  the  belt  they  could  to  bring  their  ptirpofes  to  bear, 
by  which  you  may  fee  i'  required  vigilance,  it  required  the 
interpofition  of  fome  ftrong  hand  in  parliament  to  interpofe. 
There  was  a  meeting  held,  at  Leeds,  Wakefield,  Birmingham, 
Briftol,  Newcaftle,  Nottingham,  and  many  other  places  ;  and 
it  will  be  proved  to  you,  that  the  pnfoner  at  the  bar  lent  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  the  remote!!  parts  6i  the  kingdom,  for  the  purpofe 
of  carrying  into  effect  the  project  of  a  Bntiih  Convention,  which 
had  been  deteated  indeed,  but -the  evil  wa  j;  on  it's  pur- 

pofe by  fecret  meafures,  pretifely  the  fame  way  as  that  that  had 
exifted  ;  and  you  will  find  accordingly,  that  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar  writes  thefe  letters  to  all  thefe  focieties  in  the  country,  and 
the  addreffing  thefe  letters  to  ail  thefe  focieties,  fhews  that  the 
convention  to  be  called,  was  not  to  be  a  convention  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  a'convention  of  delegates  of  thefe  focieties  afiun.ing  the 
character  of  the  people.  He  now  writes  to  them,  the  critical 
moment  is  arrived,  in  1793,  bis  language  is,  men  are  not  vir- 
tuous enough,  they  are  not  courageous  enough.  In  1792,  they 
expected  nothing  bom  parliament,  but  they  did  not  go  toother 
powers,  they  expected  every  thing  from  focieties  at  that  time. 

Then  they  (late  when  that  time,  the  fulnefs  of  time  is  come, 
the  critical  moment  is  arrived,  and  Britons  miift  either  alter  t  with 
zeal  and  h:  mnefs  their  claim  to  liberty,  or  yield  without  relift- 
a'nee  to  the  chains  that  m'u : ilk-rial  ufurpation  is  forging  for 
them.  Then  they  fay,  "  Will  you  co-operate  with  us  in  the  on- 
ly peaceable  meafure  that  now  preterits  itfclf,  with  any  profpect 
of  fuccefs  r  We  need  not  intimate  to  you  that,  notwithstanding 
the  unparalleled  audacity  of  a  corrupt  and  overbearing  faction, 
which  at  prefent  tramples  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, our  meetings  cannot  in  England  be  interrupted  without  the 
previous  introduction  or  a  convention  bill  ?•"  (There  was  the  rea- 
ion,  they 'thought,  for  the  convention  being  permanent.)  "A 
meafure  which  it  is  our  duty  to  anticipate  (mark  thefe  words,  our 
duty  to  anticipate ;  gentlemen,  what  was  their  object  r  why, 
they  were  inftantly,  upon  the  project  of  fnch  a  bill  being  men- 
tioned in  Parliament,  as  they  before  had  Hated,  to  declare  their 
fittings  permanent,  folemnty  viewing  that  moment,  when  fueh 
a  bill  as  that  would  be  brought  in,  which  they  would  refill  to 
the  hazard  of  their  lives  ,  then,  Gentlemen,  what  do  they  mean 
to  do  here  r  "while  vet  the  bute  expectation  of  h-exiikd,  they  hold 
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it  their  duty  to  anticipate,  and  to  anticipate  it  by  the  fame  means, 
by  a  convention  of  the  people  ;  a  convention  of  thefe  focieties  fit- 
ting, not  at  Edinburgh,  not  at  a  place  that  they  durft  name,  but  for 
the  purpofe  of  conducting  this  bufinefs,  kept  fecret,  that  the  pro- 
ject: might  not  be  disappointed  :  then  they  lay,  we  muff,  however, 
be  expeditious,  Keffians  and  Auftrians  are  already  among  us, 
(they  were  in  the  bofpitals.J  and  if  we  tamely  fubmit,  a  cloud  of 
thefe  armed  barbarians  mav  fhortly  be  poured  in  upon  us  ;  let  us 
form  then  another  Britifh  Convention.  (What  was  it,  a  Con- 
vention of  the  People  ?  and  a  Convention  that  was  to  aifume 
controlling  power  over  the  Legiflature  r)  We  have  a  central  fi- 
tuation  in  our  view,  which  we  beltewe  would  be  mod  convenient 
for  the  whole  ifland  ;  but  which,  we  forbear  to  mention,  intreating 
your  confid-nce  in  this  particular,  till  we  have  the  anfwer  of  the 
focieties,  with  which  we  are  at  correfpondence  :  let  us  have  your 
anfwer  then  by  the  2oth  at  fartheft,  earlier  if  poffible;  whether 
you  approve  of  the  meafure,  and  how  many  delegates  you  can 
fend,  with  the  number,  if  pofhble,  of  your  fociety. 

Let  me  afk  now,  Was  this  to  be  a  Convention  of  the  People, 
or  a  Convention  of  Societies,  affuming  the  character  of  the 
Convention  of  the  People  ? 

Now  let  us  obferve  how  near  this  project  was  being  carried 
into  effect  ;  let  us  have  your  anfwer  by  the  20th  at  fartheft  ;  and 
then,  as  in  the  Britifh  Convention,  all  things  were  to  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Secret  Committee!  So  here  the  letter  concludes  : 
We  have  appointed  a  Secret  Committee  for  this  bufinefs, — you 
will  judge  how  far  it  is  neceffarv  for  you  to  do  the  fame. 

Then  we  come  to  the  proceedings  at  Chalk  Farm.  And  when 
it  was  ftated  at  Chalk  Farm  that  the  Friends  of  the  People  would 
not  agree  in  the  meafure  of  holding  a  convention  ;  it  met  with  a 
univerfal  groan,  the  company  at  lead:  amounting  to  a  large  body 
of  men,  I  dare  fay  about  two  thoufand. 

At  the  end  of  the  minutes  of  the  meeting,  you  will  find  there 
is  fubferibeda  fmall  note,  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  priloner  at 
the  bar. 

Soon  after  that,  the  bufinefs  was  broke  up  by  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  prifoner  and  others,  which  has  led  to  the  means  of 
this  profecutiun. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  before  told  you  that  I  conceived  it  was 
incumbent  on  me  to  Ihew  the  conduit  of  perlons  who  were  the 
parties  engaged  in  the  confpiracy.  Now,  Gentlemen,  you  will 
find  that  one  of  thofe  perfons  who  attended  this  meeting  on  the 
2oth  of  January,  1794,  was  a  veiy  active  member  in  this  Lon- 
don Correfponding  Society,  and  lik'ewife  one  of  the  Committee 
of  Correfpondence  and  Co-operation  :  he  himTeM  giv.s  this  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  the  20th  of  January  1794,  and  other 
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circumftances.  It  is  Mr.  Thelwall  ;  he  fays,  I  have  heen  for 
four  or  five  months  ahnojl  the  fole  labourer,  the  only  avowed  Sans 
Culotte  in  the  country.  I  tell  you  in  plain  terms,  I  am  a  republi- 
can, a  downright  Sans  Culotte.  And  he  fays  to  the  perfon  to  whom 
he  writes,  You  have  too  much  veneration  for  property,  too  much  reli- 
gion, and  too  much  law. 

Having  gone  through  the  written  evidence,  I  have  now 
to  ftate  to  you  the  parole  evidence;  not  indeed  the  whole,  for 
that  will  be  received  better  from  the  witneffes.  You  will  find  on 
this  part  of  the  cafe,  that  after  the  difperfion  of  the  Britiih  Con- 
vention in  Edinburgh,  after  it  was  feen  that  the  law  was  ftrong 
enough  to  beat  down  a  confpiracy  of  that  kind,  acting  by  their 
mere  naked  numbers,  they  conceived  it  became  then  neceffary 
to  act  with  arms. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  on  that  part  of  the  cafe  where  a  general 
confpiracy  of  this  fort  is  eftablifhed  amongft  affiliated  focieties, 
e\ifting  in  Scotland,  Sheffield,  Norwich,  Manchefter,  and  va- 
rious parts  of  the  kingdom,  all  aiming  at  the  fame  end,  all  act- 
ing on  the  fame  principles,  all  involved  in  the  fame  project* 
namely,  the  having  a  Convention  from  different  parts  of  the 
united  kingdoms.  It  would  feem  odd,  that  in  thefe  different 
parts /of  the  kingdom,  in  Sheffield,  Scotland,  and  in  London, 
we  ihould  find  arms  of  a  fort  and  denomination,  not  lately  heard 
of  in  this  country,  nor  in  thefe  later  times,  except  as  exifting  in 
France. 

But  you  will  find  from  the  evidence  that  I  have  to  offer  to  you, 
and  you  will  not  be  furprized  if  I  fhould  tell  you,  that  in  the 
pockets  of  feme  of  the  perfons  mentioned  in  this  indictment, 
parties  in  this  confpiracy,  in  thefe  very  acts  of  forming  the  com- 
mittee of  covrefpondence  and  co-operation,  (and  it  will  be  laid  be- 
fore you,  that  it  was  diftributed  in  more  places  than  in  the  Lon- 
don Correfponding  Society,)  was  a  paper,  in  the  form  of  a  play- 
bill, wherein  was  reprefented,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1794,  to  be 
performed  the  Guillotine,  or  George's  Head  in  a  Bafket,  a  paper 
in  which  that  facred  perfon  is  contemptuoufly  fpokenof,  as  well 
as  all  dignified  orders,  under  a  ludicrous  representation  of  them  to 
their  country,  were  doomed  to  fufpenfion  on  the  lamp-irons. 
But  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  you  find  that  Mr.  Thel- 
wail could  retire  from  Chalk  Farm,  and  taking  up  a  pot  of  por- 
ter, and  cutting  off  the  froth  with  the  knife,  lay,  Thus  I  would 
ferve  all  Kings. 

If  you  believe  fuch  language  as  this  can  be  ufed,  you  will 
not  be  furprized  to  find  pikes  and  mufkets  with  thefe  men  and 
their  affociates. 

Do  not  let  us  be  puzzled  with  the  great  doctrine  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  that  every  man  has  a  right  to  provide  himfelf 
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with  armsforhis  own  defence,  but  the  queftion  for  the  jury  will 
be  to  fay,  what  they  had  them  for. 

Now  you  will  find,  that  Mr.  Yorke,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  London  Conftitutional  Society,  will  be  proved  to  you  as  dat- 
ing, that  he  was  going  among  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  in  Belgium, 
to    bring   into   this   country  the    true   defenders    of    Liberty; 
afterwards  that    he    had  been    propagating  at    Sheffield,    the 
fame  as  thefe  other  focieties  had  been  at  London,  namely,   that 
it  was  necelTary  that  the  people  fhould  arm ;  hence  you  will  find, 
that  at  Sheffield,  pikes  are  made,  and  they  inform  the  prifoner 
at  the  bar  that  the  pikes  are  made,  and  he  delivers  letters,   in- 
forming thofe  who  wanted  them,  that  they  may  furnilh  them- 
felves  with  them  in  Green-arbour  court,  or  fome  other  place 
in  this  town;  I  think  that  there  may  have  been  a  large  import 
of  pikes  into  this  part  of  the  country.     But  that  is  not  all,  you 
will  find  that  thefe  ideas  of  arms  were  carried  further.    You  will 
find  there  was  a  plate  fhewing  the  manner  of  the  military  exer- 
cife,  which  was  engraved  and  published  with  explanations,   and 
that  fome  of  the  members  formed  a  fociety  at  Lambeth,  for  the 
very  purpofe  or.  practiling  military  exercife;  fmall  indeed  in  their 
beginning,  but  that  is  not  to  the  point.     You  will  alfo  find  that 
the  prifoner  gave  to  Mr.  Edwards  a  direction   where  he  might 
furnifh  himfelf  with  pikes  from  Sheffield,  and  he  gave  an  order 
to  Mr.  Williams  for  fome  mufkets,  for  the  ufe  of  this  fociety, 
with  this   reftraint,    that  he  mould  not  become  employed  unlels 
he  became  a  member  with  them.    You  will  find  accordingly  that 
thev  drill  at  particular  places.    You  will  likewife  fee  what  is  na- 
tural enough  if  it  fhould* happen  after  you  find  a  refoiution  en- 
tered in  the  book  of  the  fociety  for  Conltitutional  Information, 
that  there  fhould  be  a  black  book  to  enter  in  it  the   names  of 
the  enemies  of  their  country,  and  at  which  you  will  not  be  fur.- 
prized  at  finding  perfons  in    thefe   affiliated   focieties,    holding 
conversation  about  feizing  the  mofl  auguft  perfon  in   the  king- 
dom, of  feizing  the  moil  auguft  perfonages  in  the  legtflature,  and 
perfons  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  by  means  of  which  they 
could  know  their  fituation  and  their  purpofe. 

On  the  whole,  I  fhall  fubmit  this  written  evidence  to  you, 
calling  the  parole  evidence  to  prove  a  great  part  of  the  cafe,  call- 
ing fome  witnefTes  who  were  perfons  employed  by  government 
tcr  watch  over  the  proceedings  of  thefe  Societies,  and  therefore 
became  privy  to  fome  of  their  tranfa&ions.  Indeed  government 
would  have  been  wanting  to  itfelf,  if  knowing  that  there  exilfed 
fuch  Societies  who  were  actuated  by  fuch  defigns,  they  had  not 
taken  f^me  means  of  precaution  in  order  to  deteat  their  milchie- 
vous  intentions. 

I  think  alfo  at  Sheffield  they  had  got  to  making  an  inftrument 
called  a  Night  Cat,  the  ufe  of  which  was  to  annoy  the  horfes, 
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by  running  into  their  feet,  thus  preventing  them  from  going 
forward.  If  government  knew  of  thefe  projects  going  on  in  this 
country,  it  would  have  been  very  blameable  indeed  if  it  had  hefi- 
tated  to  make  ufe  of  fome  of  thefe  men,  to  know  what  really  was 
going  forward. 

It  is  the  great  province  of  a  Britiih  Jury  that  it  is  able,  (and 
Gnd  forbid  that  thefe  projects  fhould  ever  give  the  refle&ion,  that 
a  Britifh  Jury  are  nut  able,)  to  give  all  due  attention  to  the  evi- 
dence, and  fee  what  credit  is  to  be  given  to  the  witneffes  who 
come  before  them. 

I  have  forgot  to  mention  to  you  that  you  will  likewife  find, 
that  about  the  time  this  Convention  was  thought  of,  there 
was  a  new  Conftitution  to  be  framed  for  thefe  Societies.  You 
will  find  in  this  new  Conftitution,  they  fpeak  of  a  Royalift. 
as  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  a  Demo- 
crat as  a  friend  to  the  liberty  of  his  country,  and  the  whole 
was  thrown  into  fuch  a  fcheme  and  fyftem,  as  was  to  add  phy- 
fical  ftrength  to  the  purpofes  of  that  Convention  which  was  to 
affurae  political  and  civil  authority. 

If  you  find  from  all  thefe  circumftances  under  the  direction  of 
the  Bench,  that  the  Charge  amounts  to  High  Treafon,  and  the 
Conftitution  is  reduced  to  a  miferable  pafs  indeed,  if  the  refpeft 
due  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  law  is  fuffered  to  be  robbed  in 
any  manner ;  if  you  find  that  to  be  the  cafe,  you  will  do  that 
which  is  your  duty  on  behalf  of  the  public,  which  is  due  to  your- 
felves,  to  the  public,  to  your  polterity,  in  pronouncing  him 
guilty. 

But  if  on  the  other  hand,  after  hearing  his  cafe  fully  ftated  and 
fully  attempted  to  be  proved,  you  are  of  opinion  it  is  not  proved, 
or  that  the  offence  is  not  made  out  according  to  the  allowed 
iaterpretation  of  the  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  I  fay  in  conclu- 
fion,  in -that  cafe  I  join  in  the  prayer  which  the  law  makes, 
God  fend  the  Prifoner  a  good  deliverance. 


Thomas  Maclean  fworn. — Examined  by  Mr.  Bower. 

J^.  What  are  you  ? 

A*  I  am  one  of  his  Majefty's  mefTengers. 
j|\  Did  you  go  at  any  time  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Adams,  in  Tooke's-court  ? 
A.  I  did. 

£h  What  did  you  feize,  books  or  papers  ? 
A.  Books  and  papers,  both. 
£>.  When  did  yougo  there? 
A.  On  the  12th  of  Maylaft. 

#.  What 
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^.  What  did  you  do  with  the  papers  and  books  you  feized 
there  ? 

A.  I  kept  them  in  my  poffeflion  till  I  had  marked  them  all. 

j^  Will  you  look  at  this  letter,  and  tell  me  whether  this  is 
one  of  the  papers  ?     (A  paper  Jbcwn  him.  J 

A.  This  is  one,  by  the  maik  on  it,  it  is  a  letter  of  Mr.  Har- 
dy's, dated  27th  of  March,   1794. 

Alexander  Grant  iworn. — Examined  by  Mr.  Bower. 

j^.  Do  you  know  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  Thomas  Hardy  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  Do  vou  know  his  hand- writing '? 

A.  Yes/ 

J%>.  Have  you  ever  feen  him  write  ? 

A.   I  have. 

$K  Look  at  that  letter,  and  tell  me  whether  you  believe  it  to 
be  of  his  own  hand  writing  ? 

A.  I  have  never  feen  this  letter,  I  cannot  fay  whether  this  let- 
ter is  or  is  not  his  hand- writing. 
-  ,<3.  D  >  you  bt-lieve  it,  according  to  the  befl:  of  vour  belief,  that 
it  is  his  own  hand-writing  r  ' 

A.  I  really  cannot  take  on  me  to  fwear  that  it  is.       \ 

j^.  \ou  are  not  aiked  to  fwear,  you  are  alked  as  to  your  be- 
lief. 

A.  I  believe  it  is,  but  I  cannot  fwear  it  is. 

Mr.  Bower.     You  are  alked  for  no  more. 

( Mr,  Hardy  s  Letter  was  now  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court. ) 

"  March  27,  1794. 
*•  To  the  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information. 

"  Citizen, 
"  I  am  directed  by  the  London  Correfpondi'ig  Society  to 
tranfmit  to  you  the  following  refolutions  to  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information,  and  to  requeft  the  fentiments  of  that 
fociety  refpecting  the  important  meafures  which  the  prefent 
juncture  of  affairs  feems  to  require.  '1  he  London  Correfpond- 
ing  Society  conceives  that  the  moment  is  arrived,  when  a  full 
and  explicit  declaration  is  necefTary  from  all  the  friends  of  free- 
dom, whether  the  late  illegal  and  unheard-of  profecutions  and 
fentences  (hall  determine  us  to  abandon  our  caufe,  or  fhall  excite 
us  to  purfue  a  radical  reform  with  an  ardour  proportioned  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  object,  and  with  a  zeal  as  diftinguifhed  on  our 
parts  as  the  treachery  of  others  in  the  fame  glorious  caufe  us  no- 
torious. 
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torious.  The  Society  far  ConfUtutional  Information  is  there- 
fore required  to  determine  whether  or  no  they  will  be  ready, 
when  called  upon,  to  a£t  in  conjunction  with  this  and  other  fo- 
cieties  tj  obtain  a  fair  reprefentation  of  the  people  ;  whether 
they  concur  with  us  in  feeing  the  neceffity  of  a  fpeedy  Conven- 
tion, for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining,  in  a  conlf  itntional  and  legal 
method,  a  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances  under  which  we  at  prefent 
labour,  and  which  can  only  be  effectually  removed  by  a  full  and 
fair  reprefentation  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  The  London 
Correfponding  Society  cannot  but  remind  their  friends,  that  the 
prefent  crifis  demands  all  the  prudence,  unanimity,  and  vigour, 
that  ever  was,  or  can  be  exerted  by  men  or  Britons  ;  nor  do  they 
doubt  but  that  manly  firmnefs  and  confiftency  will  finally,  and 
they  believe  lhortly,  terminate  in  the  full  accomplishment  of  all 
their  willies. 

"  I  am,  fellow  citizen,  (in  my  humble  meafure) 
a  friend  to  the  Rights  of  Man, 

T.  Hardy,  Secretary." 
"  Refolved  unanimoufly, 

"I.  That  dear  as  juftice  and  liberty  are  to  Britons,  yet  the 
value  of  them  is  comparatively  fmall  without  a  dependence  on 
their  permanency  ;  and  there  can  be  no  fecurity  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  any  right  but  in  equal  laws. 

u  II.  That  equal  laws  can  never  be  expected  but  by  a  full 
and  fair  reprefentation  of  the  people.  To  obtain  which,  in  the 
way  pointed  out  by  the  Conftitution,  has  been,  and  is  the  iole 
object  of  this  fociety.  For  this  we  are  ready  to  hazard  every 
thing",  and  never,  but  with  our  lives,  will  we  relinquish  an  ob- 
ject which  involves  the  happinefs,  or  even  the  political  vxiftence 
of  ourfelves  and  pofterity. 

"  III.  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  this  fociety,  that 
to  (ecu re  ourfelves  horn  future  illegal  and  fcandalous  profecu- 
tions,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  wicked  and  unjuft  fentences, 
and  to  recall  thofe  wife  and  wbblefome  laws  that  have  been 
vv retted  from  us,  and  of  which  fcarcely  a  veftige  remains,  there 
ought  to  be  immediately  a  Convention  of  the  people,  by  dele- 
gates deputed  for  that  purpofe  from  the  different  focieties  of  the 
friends  of  freedom  afTemUed  in  the  various  parts  of  this  nation. 
And  we  pledge  ourfelves  to  the  public,  to  purfue  every  legal 
method  fpeedily  to  accompli fh  fo  delirable  a  purpofe. 

"  P.  S.  (This  Ji  ruck  through.')  I  have  to  inform  you  that  a  ge- 
neral meeting  of  the  fociety  will  be  held  on  Monday  the  14th  of 
April,  the  place  to  be  announced  by  public  advertisement. 

"  It  was  refolved  by  the  Society  for  Conflitutional  Informa- 
tion, That  their  fecretary  (hould  allure  the  London  Currefpond-. 
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sng  Society,  that  they  heartily  approved  of  their  intentions,  and 
would  co-operate  with  them  in  obtaining  an  objecl  of  fo  much 
importance  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  or  fociety.  And  that  he 
alforequeft  the  London  Correfponding  Society  to  fend  a  delega- 
tion of  it's  members  to  confer  upon  the.fubjeft,  with  an  equal 
number  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information. 

"  A  meeting  of  the  delegates  from  the  two  focieties  being 
held,  they  came  to  the  following  refutations. 

"  Refolved, 

"  Firlt,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  very  defirable,  that 
a  Convention  or  general  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  Liberty 
fhould  be  called,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into  copfideration  the 
proper  methods  of  obtaining  a  full  and  fair  reprefentation  of  the 
people. 

"  Second,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Society  for  Con- 
flitutional  Information,  and  London  Correfponding  Society,  to 
inftitute  a  regular  and  prefling  correfpondence  with  all  thofe 
parts  of  the  country  where  fuch  mealures  may  be  likely  to  be 
promoted,  not  only  to  inltigate  the  focieties  already  formed,  but 
to  endeavour  alfo  to  produce  fuch  other  affociations  as  may  fur- 
ther the  general  objecL 

"  Third,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  the  general 
object  would  be  promoted  if  a  Handing  Committee  of  Co-opera- 
tion between  the  two  focieties  were  e'tabliihed,  for  the  purpofe 
of  holding  perfonal  communication  with  fuch  members  of  iimi- 
lar  focieties  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  as  may  occafionally  be 
in  London,  and  who  may  be  authorized  by  their  refpeclive  fo- 
cieties to  a£t  with  fuch  Committee." 

"  The  above  refoiutions  being  reported  to  the  Society  for 
ConMitutional  Information,  it  was  by  them  refolved,  that  the 
fame  lhould  be  entered  on  their  books  as  part  of  the  proceedings, 
of  the  fociety;  and  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  was  ap- 
pointed, to  co-operate  with  the  Committee  oi  the  London  Cor- 
refponding Society,  in  conformity  v\  i t h  the  thisd  refolution. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  fit  and  proper,  and  the  duty  of  this  fo- 
ciety, to  fend  an  anfwer  to  the  London  Correfponding  Society  : 

"  Ordered,  'That  the  fecretary  acquaint  the  London  Conef- 
pondmg  Society,  that  we  have  received  their  communication,  and 
heartily  concur  with  them  in  the  objecls  they  have  in  view  -y  and 
that,  lor  the  purpofe  of  a  more  fpeedy  and  effectual  co-operation, 
we  invite  them  to  fend  to  this  ioclety,  next  Friday  evening,  a 
delegation  ot  fome  of  their  members." 

U  John 
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John  Gurnell  fworn. 

Q  "What  are  you  ? 

A.  1  am  one  of  the  King's  meffengers. 

J-^.  Did  you  at  any  time  go  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Hardy  ? 

A.  Yes.  I,  and  Mr.  Lauzun,  had  a  warrant  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  we  went  to  his  houfe  and  fearched  fome 
papers. 

J$K  Did  you  mark  the  papers  you  feized  ? 

A.  I  did. 

j^.  Be  fo  good  to  look  at  that,  and  fee  if  that  is  one  that  you 
feized. 

A.  Yes,  it  is. 

j|\  (To  Mr.  Grant.)  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  prifoner's 
hand  writing? 

A.  I  really  cannot  fpeak  to  belief,  this  is  different  to  what  I 
faw  before. 

J|>.  Do  you  believe  it  to  be  the  hand  writing  of  the  prifoner  ? 

A.  Yes.     I  believe  it  is. 

Mr.  Erjkine.     Did  you  ever  fee  him  write.? 

A.  Yes,  feveral  times. 

(The  letter  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

"  Friday,  April  4,  1794.  A  conference  with  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information  ;  prefent,  Adams  fecretary,  Kyd, 
Holcroft,  Joyce,  Wardle,  Sharp.  From  the  London  Corref- 
ponding  Society,  Moore  in  the  chair,  Baxter,  Lovatt,  Hodgfon, 
Thelwall,  Hardy  fecretary.  Upon  a  motion  being  made  for 
communicating  to  the- committee,  the  letter  of  communication 
from  focieties  in  the  country,  to  the  London  Correfponding  So- 
ciety ;  Refolved,  That  the  delegates  be  requeued  to  communi- 
cate all  the  information  they  can  at  the  next  meeting,  relative  to 
the  ftate  of  the  different  focieties  aifociated  for  obtaining  a  fair 
reprefentation  of  the  people.  Adjourned  to  Monday  evening, 
No.  2,  Beaufort's  Birildings,  Strand,  (Struck  out.)  Robin's 
Coffee-houfe,  half  paft  feven  o'clock.  (No.  2,  Beaufort's  Build- 
ings, is  in  3  different  hand  writing.)" 

Court.  Let  Mr.  Shelton  mark  the  papers  with  his  name  and 
number. 

J^.  (To  Maclean.)  Is  this  one  of  the  papers  that  you  took 
from  Martin's  houfe  ?  (Another  paper  /hewn  him.) 

A.  It  is. 

j^.  (To  Grant.)  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  Mr.  Hardy's  hand 
writing  ? 

4>  Yes.     It  is  the  fame  hand  as  the  other, 

Th 
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[The  paper  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
"  Citizen  Adams,  April  10,  I/94- 

I  am  ordered  by  the  committee  of  delegates  of  the  London 
Confritutional  Society,  to  inform  the  Society  for  Conftitutional 
Information,  that  they  approve  of  the  refolutions  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference ;  therefore  the  London  Correfponding  So- 
ciety have  chofen  Mr.  John  Baxter,  Mr.  Richard  Lovatt,  &c. 
to  put  in  practice  immediately  the  fecond  and  third  refolutions 
of  that  committee.  (Signed) 

T.  Hardy,  Secretary." 

j^.  [To  Mr.  Gurnell.)  Is  that  one  of  the  papers  that  you  found 
at  Mr.  Hardy's  houfer  (A  paper  Jhewn  him.) 

A.  It  is. 

[The  paper  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

{Preamble.)  "A  parliamentary  reform  is  that,  which  of  all  other 
things,  in  our  opinion,  moftly  deferves  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic. We  are  more  and  more  convinced  from  every  day's  expe- 
rience, that  the  reftoring  the  right  of  voting  univerfally  to  every 
man  not  incapacitated  by  nature  for  want  of  reafon,  or  by  law 
for  the  commiffion  of  crimes,  together  with  annual  elections,  is 
the  only  reform  that  can  be  effectual,  &c. 

"This  plan  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  for  thepur- 
pofe  of  promoting  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people, 
and  for  fhortening  the  duration  of  parliament,  was,  to 
form  focieties  that  mould  branch  off  into  dozens,  each 
branch  not  to  exceed  twenty  ;  the  members  to  pay  one  penny 
per  week,  or  thirteen-pence  per  quarter,  to  defray  the  expences 
of  printing  and  poftages,  as  they  could  only  hope  to  obtain 
their  object:  by  enlightening  the  people;  and  alfo  refolved,  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  correfpond  with  the  various  focie- 
ties in  the  country." 

Mr.  Erjkine,  here,  on  behalf  of  himfelf,  addreffed  the  Court, 
that  he  might  have  fome  indulgence  of  the  Court  in  regard  to 
the  arrangement  of  thefe  papers  that  were  produced,  and  that 
they  might  be  permitted  to  take  copies  of  them  for  the  benefit 
of  the  prifoner's  defence.  He  obferved,  that  they  had  applied 
to  the  Privy  Council,  and  they  referred  them  to  the  Counfel, 
and  that  they  referred  him  to  your  Lordfhips.  But  they  were 
too  long  acquainted  with  their  profeflion,  to  make  fuch  a  ridi- 
culous requelt,  becaufe  they  had  no  right  to  do  it  ;  they  mod 
undoubtedly  fhould  expect  that  the  Court  would  fit  later  than 
eight  o'clock  to-morrow,  by  an  hour  or  two.  They  declared 
upon  their  honour,  they  had  no  defire  to  trefpafs  on  the  time 
and  patience  of  the  Court,  and  had  no  defire  on  earth  but  to  do 
their  bed  to  do  juflice  to  the  perfon  for  whom  his  Lordihip  hath 
afiigned  them  for. 

U  2  Lord 
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Z,<j/y/  Prejident.  We  certainly  (hall  be  difpofed  to  give  coimfel 
all  realonable  opportunity  to  make  the  belt,  defence  they  can  do. 
I  obferve  the  mofl  important  papers  are  publilhed,  and  are  be- 
fore you.  With  regard  to  them,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  ;  we 
(hall  fee  to-morrow  what  papers  they  will  read.  I  (hall  certainly 
agree  that  you  have  a  rea  Con  able  time  allowed.  With  regard  to 
the  Privy  Council,  'tis  not  the  practice  of  the  Privy  Council  to 
make  fuch  orders,  I  believe. 

Edward  Lauzun  fworn. 

Ij.   What  are  you  ? 

A.  I  am  one  of  his  Majefty's  extraordinary  meflengers. 

4>.   Did  you  at  any  time  go  to  the  houfe  of  Thomas  Hardy  ? 

A.  Yes,  about  the  12th  of  May. 

j^.   Did  you  feize  any  papers  there  ? 

A,  Yes,  avaftmany. 

Q.  Is  that  one  of  them  that  you  feized  ? 

A\   Yes,  Sir. 

j9,  You  have  marked  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  written  my  name  on  them  all. 

Mr.  Grant  examines  it. 

j^.   Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  hand- writing  of  Mr.  Hardy  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  believe  it  to  be  the  fame  writing  as  the  other. 
{The  letter  read  by  '.he  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Indorfed,    Copy   of    a  Letter  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  at  Edinburgh, 
Augufl  20,   1792,  and  figned  Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary. 
"Sir, 

**  I  am  diredted  by  the  London  Correfponding  Society  to 
fend  a  few  copies  of  their  addrefs  and  refolutions  to  the  Society, 
for  a  Reform  in  Parliament,  reprefented  at  Edinburgh  ;  likevvife  I 
have  to  inform  you  of  their  wilh  to  enter  into  correfpondence,  and 
have  clofe  connection  with  your  fociety  ;  as  our  caufe  is  one,  fo 
.our  fentiments  ought  to  be  known  to  each  other,  that  we  may 
ac~t  with  one  heart  in  a  matter  of  fuch  vaft  importance.  We  be^ 
gan  this  fociety  January  1791,  and  fince  we  publifhed  our  de- 
clarations and  refolutions,  we  have  increafed  fo  rapidly  in  num- 
ber and  refpedlaDility,  that  we  are  under  the  necelfity  of  dividing 
into  different  companies,  to  meet  at  feparate  houfes,  and  each 
divifion  fends  a  delegate,  as  a  committee  to  tranfa£t  the  bufinefs 
of  the  whole  fociety.  The  inclofed  paper  will  inform  you  more 
fully  of  the  principles  we  fet  out  upon  ;  be  fo  good  as  to  deliver 
them  to  thePrefident  or  Secretary  of  your  fociety  ;  as  I  know 
you  are  a  friend  to  freedom,  you  will  endeavour  to  promote  the 
union  of  many  focieties  ;  for  by  uniting  fucieties,*  we  (hall  be- 

cojne 
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come  ftrong,  and  a  three-fold  cord  is  not  eafily  broken.     I  am, 
Sir,  your  mod  humble  fervant, 

Aug.  20,  1792.  Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary." 

£K  (To  Lauzun.)     Is  that  the  other  paper  you  found    in   his 
pofleifion  ?      (A  paper  produced.) 
A.  Yes,  it  is. 

(Read  by  the  Clerk.) 
Signed    Thomas  Hardy,    Secretary,    Sept.  4,  1792.     Indorfed3 
Mr.   Samuel    Jackfon,  Secretary  to  the  Manchetter  Constitu- 
tional Society. 

"  Sir, 
"  The  London  Correfponding  Society  have  this  day  recom- 
mended me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favours  on  the  14th 
of  May,  and  to  return  their  thanks  to  the  Manchefter  Conftitu- 
tional  Society,  for  the  readinefs  they  exprefsto  enter  into  a  cor- 
refpondence  with  us,  as  alfofor  the  bqoks  of  rules,  &c.  that  ac- 
companied your  letter.  We  mould  not  have  Co  long  delayed 
profiting  by  their  condefcenfion,  had  any  thing  worthy  commu- 
nication occurred:  the  firii  opportunity  that  offered  we  esgerly 
feized,  and  beg  your  acceptance  of  the  inclofed,  a  thoufand 
copies  of  an  addrefs  to  the  public,  which  we  hope  will  meet  with 
your  approbation.  I  have  the  pleafure  of  informing  you,  that 
our  Societies  increafe  daily,  and  that  the  people  in  general  begin 
to  divert  themfelves  of  their  deep-rooted  prejudice;  the  public 
minds  attend  more  calmly  and  attentively  to  propofals  for  a  par- 
liamentary reform  ;  moft  men  fee  the  necellity  of  it,  but  not 
fully;  many  are  yet  over  cautious  in  engaging  their  affiitance 
towards  it.  However,  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  afferr,  that 
perfonal  intereit  will  foon  give  way  to  public  good. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  very  humble  fervant, 

T.  Hardy,  Secretary." 

j^.  (To  Mr.  Lauzun.)  Is  that  one  of  the  papers  you  received 
from  Mr.  Hardy? 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Indorfed,  To   Mr.   Favell,  Chairman  of  the  Borough  Society, 
Ai'guft  23,  1792,  figned  Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary. 
A.  Yes,  it  is. 

(A  Letter  read,  in  which  was  the  following.) 
"  Sir,  ,  Monday,  Aug.  23,  1792. 

"  The  London  Correfponding  Society  herewith  tranfmitto  the 
Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peop'e  fifty  copies  of  an  addrefs  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  on  thefubjedl  of  a  parliamentary 
reform.  We  were  in  hopes  that,  as  both  our  focieties  profefled 
to  have  the  fame  object   in   view,  the  delegates  would  vifit  our 

committee, 
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committee,  as  agreed  upon  in  our  laft,  as  it  may  ftrengthen  our 
common  caufe,  by  a  clofer  union,  and  freer  communication  of  our 
mutual  endeavours.  We  are,  however,  inclined  to  hope  their 
abfence  hath  not  proceeded  from  a  diminution  of  frienuihip  to- 
wards the  Society,  in  whofe  name  we  have  the  pleafure  of  fub- 
fcribing  ourfelves, 

Maurice  Margarot,  Chairman; 

Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary. 

6>.  (To  Lauzun.  A  paper  foewn  him.)  Where  did  you  find 
this  paper  ? 

J.  This  is  another  paper  that  I  found  in  the  poftefllon  of 
Hardy. 

J$.  (To  Grant.)  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  Hardy's  hand- 
writing ? 

A.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  fame  as  the  others ;  I  cannot  fwear  to 

it. 

(A  Letter  read,  in  which  was  the  following.) 

Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Major  Cartwright,  Chairman  of  the  London 
Conftitutional  Society. 
*«  Sir,  Auguji  23,  1792. 

u  In  hopes  that  our  zeal  for  the  advancement  of  the  caufe  of 
freedom,  &c.  the  London  Correfponding  Society  takes  the  liberty 
of  transmitting  to  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,  a 
few  copies  of  an  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  on 
the  fubject  of  a  parliamentary  reform  ;  it  is  found  to  contain 
nothing  repugnant  to  found  reafon  or  juftice  ;  if  it  is  fo  main- 
tained as  to  meet  the  approbation  of  the  London  Conftitutional 
Society,  our  honeft,  though  feeble  endeavours,  we  ih all  deem  our- 
felves amply  rewarded.  With  deep  refpecl:  and  efteem  we  have 
the  honour  to  be  for  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 

Maurice  Margarot,    Chairman; 

Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary. 

«).  (To  Lauzun.)  Look,  is  that  the  addrefs  that  was  found  in 
the  cuftody  of  Hardy  ? 

A.  I  found  it  in  his  houfe  ;  it  is  an  addrefs  to  the  London 
Correfponding  Society,  reprinted,  and  diftributed  gratis. 

(The  Addrefs  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,)  in  which  they 
ftate  that  man,  individual  man,  may  juftly  claim  liberty  as 
his  birth-right,  and  that  he  for  himfelf  and  poilerity  gave  up 
certain  of  his  rights,  in  order  to  fecure  the  poifeiiion  of  his 
remainder,  and  voluntarily  yielded  up  fo  much  of  the  remain- 
der for  the  general  good,  that  he  may  not  part  with  the  whole, 
&c.  and  further  afferted,  that  reform  was    thdr  object,  which 

they 
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they  were  defirous  to  obtain  only  by  the  arms  of  reafonlng,  and 
by  perfuading  the  people  to  concur  in  petitions  to  parliament. 

3.   (To  Lauzun.)     Did  you  take  that  at  Mr.  Hardy's  ? 

A'.  Yes. 

.<£>_.  (To  Grant.)  Look  at  the  hand,  and  fee  if  that  is  Mr.  Har- 
dy's hand-writing,    whether  you  believe  it? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  it  is  his. 

j^.   Do  you  believe  it  to  be  his  ? 

A.   I  allure  you  it  is  fo  different  from  the  other  hand. 

J|>.  Do  you  believe  it  or  no  1 

A.  I  do  not  believe  it. 

Mr.  Bower.     It  was  found  in  his  cuftody. 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Indorfed,  A  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Stockport,  dated  Sept.  If,  1792. 

"  To  Mr.  N.Hibbert.Prefident  of  the  Society  of  Friends  of  Uni- 
verfal  Peace  and  the  Rights  of  Man. 

"  I  am  directed  by  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  united 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  parliamentary  reform,  to  inform  you 
that  they  read  with  great  fatisfaction,  papers  of  the  la  ft.  week,  of 
a  fociety  being  collected  at  Stockport,  and  feize  with  joy  the 
fir  ft  opportunity  of  commencing  an  acquaintance  and  correfpon- 
tlence  with  men  who  acl  on  a  fimilar  plan  with  themfelves  ; 
they  therefore  have  ordered  me  to  tranfmit  to  you,  Sir,  as  Prefi- 
dent,  a  few  copies  of  their  addrefs  to  the  nation  on  that  fubjecl, 
and  to  invite  you  to  fimilar  communications  on  your  part,  always 
remembering  that  union,  good  order,  and  numbers,  are  abfo- 
lutely  necelfary  to  our  fuccefs,  &c.  We  began  to  afTociate  laft 
January,  and  fince  the  late  proclamation  we  have  increafed  ra- 
pidly. 

I  am,    Sir,  your  very  humble  fervant." 

Mr.  Boiver.  (To  Lauzun.)  Did  you  find  that  ( a  paper  fawn 
him)  at  Mr.  Hardy's  ? 

A.  Yes,  I   found  it  in  Mr.  Hardy's    pofTeilion. 
(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

Indorfed,  Stockport,  Sept.  17,  and  directed  to  the  Friends  of 
Univerfal  Peace  and  the  Rights  of  Man.  (See  page  103  of  this 
work.) 

£>.  (To  Lauzun.  A  paper  fheivn  him.)  Where  did  you  find 
that? 

A.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  found  it  in  the  bureau  or  in  the 
fhop. 

jgK  Did  you  find  it  at  Hardy's,  the  prifoner's  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 
[Read  by  the  Clerk  an  anfwer to  the  foregoing,  dated  Off.  II,  1 792.) 
(See page  105  of  this  work.) 

Me. 
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Mr.  Sampson  Woodfall  fworn. 

J^.  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Home  Tooke's  hand- 
writing ? 

J.  Yes. 

J!^.  Will  you  be  fo  good  as  to  look  and  fee  if  any  part  of  that 
is  his  hand-writing  ? 

A.  The  main  part  of  it  I  do  not  think  is  in  Mr.  Home 
Tooke's  hand-writing  :  but  there  is  an  interlineation  in  it,  and 
an  addenda  to  it,  which,  as  far  as  a  fimiiarity  of  the  hand  will 
go,  I  believe  to  be  his  hand-writing. 

£>.  You  have  feen  him  write  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

i^.  Which  are  the  words  in  his  hand-writing  ? 

A.  The  word  things  over  the  fipft  line,  the  word  incapacitated, 
and  the  word  for. 

J$>.   Do  you  believe  it  to  be  his  ? 

A.  I  do  believe  it  to  be  his.  The  addenda  is  purely  his  ; 
but  it  is  written  perhaps  at  a  tavern,  in  that  loofe  hand  which 
people  ate  apt  to  write,  when  they  are  not  at  their  defksj  but 
I  think  it  is  his  character. 

gh  (To  Mr.  Maclean)  Look  at  this — [a  paper  Jhewn  to  him) 
Where  did  you  find  that  paper,  Mr.  Maclean  r 

A   This  I  found  alfo  in  Mr.  Adams's  poflemon. 

£K  (To  Mr.  Grant)  Look   at  that  fignature,  and  fee  if  it  is 

Mr.  riardy's  hand-writing  ?     Do  you  believe  it  to  be  his  hand- 

s  J 

writing  r 

A.  I  am  inclined  to  think  fo. 

Qj  Do  vou  believe  fo  r 

A.  Yes,  1  do. 

[The  paper  zvas  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Thurfdav,    Oft.  I  I,    1702,  figned,  Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary, 

addreffed   to Adurns,  Eiq.    Tooke's  Court,  Chancery 

Lane. 
"  Sir, 

44  Your  favour  of  the  3d  infrant,  informing  us  that  our  propo- 
fal  for  addrefling  the  French  National  Convention  had  met  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information  ; 
we  have  inclofed  you  a  copy  of  the  addrefs  we  have  drawn  up 
and  mean  to  fend,  the  Society  at  large  having  approved  of  it. 

"  Not  in  the  leaff.  prefuming  to  propofe  it  Jor  the  adoption  of 
your  Society,  ourfelves  will  joyfully  throw  it  afide,  and  as  rea- 
dily fuhferibe  to  any  production  of  yours  better  calculated  to 
anfwer  the  purpofc,  and  lefs  unworthy  being  prefented  to  fo  au- 
guft  an  AiTembly. 

"  Should  r.o  other  be  produced,  we  imagine  th's  plain  but  ho- 
ned 
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neft  addrefs  will  be  adopted  by  fome  other  Societies,  in  concur- 
rence with  our  own,  and,  reflecting  the  manner  of  figning,  of 
conveying,  and  of  preferring  it,  your  better  experienc^a  ad- 
vice will  greatly  oblige,  gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  fervat;t,  for  the  Committee  of 
the  London  Correfponding  Society, 

Maurice   Margarot,  Chairman. " 
Tburfday,  OSl.  n,  1792.  ■ — ,  Sec. 

"  Frenchmen', 
"  While  foreign  robbers  are  ravaging  your  territories  under  the 
fpecious  pretext  of  juftice,  cruelty  and  defolation  leading  on 
their  van,  perfidy  with  treachery  bringing  up  their  rear,  yet  mer- 
cy and.  iriendihip  impudently  held  forth  to  the  world  as  the  fole 
motives  of  their  incurfions,  the  opprefTed  part  of  mankind,  for- 
getting for  a  while  their  own  fufferings,  feel  only  for  yours,  and 
with  an  anxious  eye  watch  the  event,  ferventlv  Supplicating  the 
Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Univerfe,  to  be  favourable  to  your  caufe, 
fo  intimately  blended'  with  their  own.  Frowned  upon  b  an 
oppreffive  fyftem  of  controul,  whofe  gradual  but  continued  in- 
croachments  have  deprived  this  nation  of  nearly  all  its  boafted 
liberty,  and  brought  us  alrnoft  to  that  abject  (fate  of  flavery  from 
which  you  have  lo  emerged,  five  thoufand  Britifh  citizens,  in- 
dignant, manfully  ftep  forth  to  refcue  their  country  from  the  op- 
probrium brought  upon  it  by  the  fupine  conduct,  of  thofe  in 
power  ;  they  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Britons  to  countenance 
and  afTift,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  the  champions  of  hu- 
man happinefs,  and  to  fwear  to  a  nation  proceeding  on  the  plan 
you  have  adopted,  an  inviolable  friend/hip  ;  facred  from  this 
day  be  that  friendship  between  us,  and  may  vengeance  to  the 
uttermoft  overtake  the  man  who,  hereafter,  fhall  attempt  to 
caufe  a  rupture. 

"  Though  we  appear  fo  few  at  prefent,  be  allured,  Frenchmen* 
that  our  number  increafes daily.  It  is  true,  that  the  ftern  uplifted, 
arm  of  authority  at  prefent  keeps  back  the  timid  ;  that  bufily  cir- 
culated impoftures  hourly  miflead  the  credulous  ;  and  that  court 
intimacy  with  avowed  French  traitors  has  fome  effect:  on  the  un- 
wary and  on  the  ambitious  ;  but  with  certainty  we  can  inform 
you,  friends  and  freemen,  that  information  makes  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs  among  us  ;  curiofity  has  taken  poffeflion  of  the  public 
mind ;  the  conjoint  reign  of  ignorance  and  defpotifm  pafles 
away;  men  now  afk  each  other  what  is  freedom,  what  are  our 
rights?  Frenchmen,  you  are  already  free,  and  Britons  are 
preparing  to  become  fo.  Calling  far  from  us  the  criminal  pre- 
judices artfully  inculcated  by  evil-minded  men  and  wily  cour- 
tiers- we,  inftead  of    natural   enemies,  at  length  difcover   in 

X  Frenchmen 
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Frenchmen  our  fellow-citizens  of  the  world,  and  our  brethren 
by  the  fame  Hea  i  r.  who  created  us  for  the  purpofeof 

loving  and  mutually  affifting  each  other,  but  not  to  hat;,  and 
to  b<.  c\  er  re  id>  to  cut  ea.n  others  throats  at  the  command  of 
:  .  nd  ambitious  kings  and  corrupt  miniilers: — feeking  our 
tt al  enemies,  we  find  them  in  our  boioms,  we  feel  ourfelves  in- 
wardly torn  by4  and  ever  the  victims  of  a  reftlefs  and  all  con- 
fuming  tiriuocracy,  hitherto  the  bane  of  every  nation  under  the 
fun.      Wife  y  have  you  acted  in  expelling  it  from  France. 

"  Watm  as  out  wifhes  are  for  your  fuccefs,  eager  as  we  are  to 
beheld  Freedom  triumphant,  and  man  every  where  reitored  to 
t.)  enjoyment  o.  his  juft  rights,  a  fenfe  of  our  duty  as  orderly 
citize:  b  f  rbids  our  flying  in  arms  to  your  afliftance  ;  our  go- 
vernment has  pledged  the  national  faith  to  remain  neutral — in  a 
ftru  g) e  of  liberty  againll  defpotifm,  Britons  remain  neutral! 
G  fhame  !  but  we  have  entrufted  our  king  with  difcretionary 
powers,  we  therefore  mult  obey, — our  hands  are  bound,  but 
our  heart-  are  free,  and  they  are  with  you. 

"  Let  German  depots  a£t  as  they  pleafe,  wefhall  rejoice  at  their 
fall,  compaiTionatmj;  however  their  enflaved  fubjeets.  "We  hope 
this  tyranny  of  thei,  mafters  will  prove  the  means  of  re- inflat- 
ing, in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  millions 
of  our  fellow-creatures. 

£'  v\  ith  unconcern,  therefore,  we  view  the  elector  of  Hanover 
join  his  troops  to  traitors  and  robbers  ;  but  the  king  of  Great- 
l   in  wi  1  do  well  to  remember  that  this  conn  try  is  not  Hano- 
ver— fhould  he  forget  this  diftindion,  we  will  not. 

1    \ .  hile  yoa  enjoy  the  envied  glory  of  being  the  unaided  de- 
eedom,  we  fondly  anticipate  in  idea,  the  numerous 
blefHngs  mankind  w  11  enjoy.     If  you  fucceed,  as  we   ardently 
alliance  (not  of  crown5,  but)   of  the  people  of 
Ai       ica,  France,  and   Britain,  will    give  freedom  to  r.urope, 
ai  d  peace  to  the  whole  world.     Dear    friends,  you    combat  for 
itage  or  the  human  race— how  well  purchased  will   be, 
though  at  the  experice  or"  much  blood,  the  glorious  unprecedent- 
ed ping,  mankind  is  free — tyrants  and  tyranny  are 
j                    peace  reigns  on  the  earth,  and  this  is  the  work  of 
chmen. 

•    .  elolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  fociery  be  given  to  the 

London  Correfponding  Society  for  the  above  add;  els,  tranfmitted 

by  them  ;  and  that  the  Secretary  acqdffint  them   this  (ociety  do 

;.  j  of  the  fpirit  of  the  lame." 

■  g)    (To  Lauzun.)     V\  here  did  you  find  that  paper  r  [a paper 

fhei 

found  it  at  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe  ;  indorfed,  London  Con- 

ftitutional  Society,  received   the   i6th  of  October   1792,  an- 

fwercd 
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fwered  18th  ditto,  addrefled    Maurice   Margarof,  Efq.  Chair-* 
man    to   the   London   Correfponding    Society,    dated    15th  of 
October  J  792. 
«  Sir, 
t{  Your  favour  of  the  nth  inftanr,  an  addrefi  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society  was  read/at  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for 
Gonftitutional  Information,  held  laft  Friday,  and  I  am  defired  to 
exprefs  their  thanks   for  the  faid  addrefs,  and  to  aiTure  them 
that  they  do  highly  approve  of  the  fpiiit  of  the  fame. 
"  i  have  the  honour  to  be, 

«  D.  Adams," 
Secretary  to  the  Society  for  Conflitutional  Information, 
Tookes  Court )  Chancery  Lane,   No.  36. 

£K  (A  letter  /Joewn  to  Lauzun.)  Look  at  that  letter,  where 
did  you  find  that  letter  ? 

A.   This  I  found  in  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe. 

( The  htter  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court. ) 

Indorfed   10th  October  1792,  to  the  Manchefler  '"ociety,  Mr. 
Tho.    Walker,  prefident  of  the  Conftitutional  society. 

"Sir, 
tc  Multiplicity  of  bufinefs  has  prevented  our  fecretaty  from 
anfwering  your  kind  favours  of  the  26th  ultimo. 

tC  Here  you  receive  our  intended  addrefs  to  the  French  National 
Convention  ;  if  your  Society  approve  of  it  and  will  join  us, 
the  manner  in  which  you  will  do,  fo  remains  with  you,  but  we 
imagine  that  the  fending  us  back  a  cony  of  the  addrefs,  figned 
by  the  preftdent  and  fecretary,  dating  the  number  for  which 
they  fign,  will  be  fufficient  for  us  to  join., 

«  Your's,     ' 
"  Maurice  Margarot,  Chairman^  &c. 
"  We  mean  to   concert  with  the  London  Constitutional  So-» 
ciety  about  the  mean;  of  conveying  it." 

'Q  (To  Lauzun)  Did  you  find  th'u  at  Hardy's  ?  {a  paper 
/hewn  him. ) 

A.  I  did. 

(The paper  read  by  the  chrk  of  the  Court.) 

Indorfed  nth  October  1792.  To  the  Revolutionary  Society  at 

Norwich. 
"  The  L.  C.  S.  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th  in ftanf, 
directed  to  their  fecretary-,  we  are  happy  to  le  rn  your  determi- 
nation in  favour  of  freedom,  cVc.  we  nave  determined  on  a 
friendly  addrefs  to  the  French  National  Convention,  we  hope 
the  concurrence  of  many  focieties,  annexed,  you  have  a  copy 
of  it,  and  it  will  be  01. iy  neceffary  for  you  vvitn  (peed  to  return 
us  a  copy  of  the.  addrefs,  figned  by  the  prelidcnt  and  fecretary, 

X  2  or 
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or  by  the  delegates,  ftating  the  number  of  perfons  for  which 
they  fign  for  the  committee  of  the  London  Correfponding  So- 
ciety. 

"  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

"  Maurice  Margarot,  Chairman." 
j^.   (To  Lauzun — a  paper  Jhewn  him)  Did  you  find  this  paper 
at  Hardy's. 

A.  Yes,  that  is   another  of  them. 

(Read  by   the  i.lerk  of  the  Court.) 
Dated  London,   19   Oct.  1792.     Derby,  The  Society  for  Poli- 
tical Information,  Mr.  J.  Air. 
«  Sir, 
"  With  pleafure  we  receive  your  favours  of  the  16th  inftant, 
and  return  you  thanks  for  the  paper  fent  us,  alfo  for  thofe  for  the 
new  Society  at  Nottingham,  &c. 

"  We  cordially  invite  your  Society  and  that  of  Nottingham  to 
concur  with  us  alfo  irt  the  fame,  which  if  you  do  we  deiire  you 
will  fend  us  back  a  copv  figned  by  the  prefident  and  fecretary  of 
each  fociety,  and  fend  back  the  number  for  which  you  fign  for. 
u  Reafon  and  good  order  mull:  make  us  invincible. 
"  I  am,  Sir, 
"  For  the  London  Conftitutional  Society*-  your's, 

"  Maurice  Makgarot,  Chairman. 
ct  Pleafe  to  let  us  have  your's  as  foon  as  poflible." 
j^>.    :  To  Lauzun.  The  paper  /hewn  him.)  Was  this  letter  in 
Hardy's  cuflody  ? 
A.  Yes,  it  was. 

(Read  by  the  Clerk   of  the  Court  ) 

Dated  London,  Oct.  18,  1792  ;  addreffed  to  T.  Adams,  Secretary 
of  the  C S . 

"  The  L C S learn  with  pleafure,  that  the 

Society  for  Conftitutional  Information  approve  of  the  fpirit  of 
our  addrefs.  But  to  come  back  to  the  point;  we  imagine  that, 
as  you  approve  of  the  meafures,  we  may  with  propriety  afk  you, 
whether  you  will  concur  with  us  in  fending  that  addrefs,  or 
whether  you  will  draw  up  another  better  fuited  to  the  preient 
circun-Tances,  and  permit  us  to  join  you  to  tranfmit  it  to  the 
Nat'onal  Convention?" 

j^.    I  To  Lauzun.     The  paper  fawn.)    Look  at  that,  and  fee 
if  that  is  one  you  found  at  Hardy's  ? 

A    Yes,  tnis  is  one  that  I  found  at  Hardy's  houfe. 
(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court. )  , 
Indoifed,  Norwich,  Society  for  Political   Information,    received 

15  Nov.   J   92,  anfwered  (blank),  dated   11  of  Nov.  1792, 

audrefTed  to   Mr.  Thomas  Haidy,    to  be  left  at  the  Bell, 

Exeter-flreet,  in  the  Strand,   London. 

"  Mr, 
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*c  Mr.  Secretary, 

«  Sir,  Norwich,  November  nth,  1792. 

"  We,  the  Society  for  Political  Information,  are  efirous  of 
holding  and  ftrenuoufly  fupporting  the  noble  fentiments  which 
you  fo  lately  and  fricdly  dilperfed  among  us;  and  as  we  fo  mu;h 
admire  your  well  adopted  plan  for  a  reformation  of  the  ftate,  per- 
mit us,  with  the  utmolt  deference  to  your  worthy  fociety,  to  par- 
ticipate with  you  in  all  yo  ir  great  national  correfpodence,  which 
your  very  name  promifes  to  maintain  ;  and  in  confequence 
thereof,  it  is  humbly  defired,  by  the  fociety  which  I  have  the 
happinefs  to  reprefent,  to  incorporate  three  members  with  your 
worthy  fraternity:  in  d  4ng  which  I  fhall  h?re  inform  you  of 

their  names  and  refidence,  which  are  as  follow, ■ 

Our  principal  defign  in  doing  this,  is,  that  we  may- 


have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  more  exactly  what  mav  be 
th  >ught  the  moft  eligible  fteps  to  be  taken  in  carrying  on  this 
great  bufinefs  of  our  affociated  brethren,  and  to  have  an  op- 
portunity to  afk  fuch  fort  of  queftions  as  may  be  thought  very 
reafonable  among  the  brethren  ;  efpecially  when  we  think  that 
publications  are  covered  with  a  fort  of  obfcurity  in  it,  as  the 
Sheffield  people's  declaration,  which  feemed  determined  to  fup- 
port  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan  only;  but  fince  we  find,  in 
a  printed  letter  received  from  them  in  a  book,  that  they  mean  to 
abide  by  fome  moderate  reform,  as  may  hereafter  be  brought 
forward  by  the  Friends  of  the  People,  which  method  is  uncer- 
tain tq  us.  Again  we  find  that  the  Frie.ds  of  the  People,  and 
the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information  do  not  exaclly  agree  : 
—we  could  be  glad  to  know  the  reafon.  It  feems  to  me  as 
though  the  difference  was  this; — The  Friends  of  the  People 
mean  only  a  partial  reform,  becaufe  they  leave  out  the  words 
e.xprefling  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  pian,  and  ta'k  only  of  a  re- 
form ;  while  the  Manchefter  people  feem  to  intimate.,  by  ad- 
drejfmg  Mr.  Paine,  as  though  they  tvere  intent  upon  republican 
principles  only  ;  now,  to  come  clofer  to  the  main  queftion,  it  is 
only  defired  to  know  whether  the  generality  of  the  focieties 
mean  to  reft  fatisfied  wiih  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan  only  ; 
"  Or  whether  it  is  their  prhate  defign  to  rip  up  Monarchy  by  the 
"  roots,  and  place  democracy  in  its  jlead"  i  f  hall  now,  Sir,  give 
you  an  exa£f.  account  of  what  plan  I  could  wifti  to  obtain,  which 
1  have  already  moved  for  at  our  general  meeting,  viz.  a  full  and 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people  ;  a  general 
fuffrage  of  votes,  and  annual  Parliaments.  I  remember  the  So- 
ciety for  Conftitutional  information  intimated  to  us  that  Mr. 
ufed  to  write  to  them  in  the  name  of  the  Revolution  So- 
ciety :  if  you  approve  of  that  appellation,  pray  be  fo  kind  as  to 

give 
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us  a  full  and  fatisfacSory  anfwer.     I  fhall  fay  no  more  at 
prefent,  but  remain  a  friend  to  peace*  not  to  anarchy  ;  a  well- 
her  to  the  Rights  of  Man,  when  obtained  by  confentj  and 
-o.,r  moil  oDedient,  6cc. 

a  G.  Knapp,  Chairman. 
u  P.  S.  I  fhouli  be  exceeding  glad  to  know  the  refidence  of 
Lord  Kenyon  and  Lord  Loughborough  for  a  matter  of  private 
concern." 

*%£.  (To  Lau%uny  the  paper  /hewn  him.)  Where  did  you  find 
that  paper  ?  Did  you  take  it  at  Hardy's  ? 

J.   \  es,  this  is  one    1   found  at  Hardy's  houre, 
(Read  hy   the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

Dated  26  Novovt.rnber,  T792,  figned,  Maurice  Margarot. 
C1  Fellow  Citizens, 

"Your  letter  of  the  uth  intrant,  was  by  the  Secretary  laid 
before  the  Committe  of  Delegates  of  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society  j  the  London  Correfpondiog  Society  having  never 
beard  of  your  feciety,  they  wifh  to  have  fome  account  of  its 
rjri,  principal,  and  number  of  its  members;  they  do  not 
thoroughly  comprehend  how  it  would  be  pofiible  to  incorporate 
with  our  fociety,  three  of  your  members  redding  at  Norwich^ 
inafmuch  as  it  would  be  impoffible  to  communicate  to  them  all, 
or  correspondence. 

"  If  it  is  communication  y©u  want,  they  will  very  readi'y  an- 
fwer any  queftion  that  you  put  to  them,  and  as  to  their  <  bjeci 
which  they  have  in  view,  they  refer  you  to  their  addrefe,  you 
will  therein  fee  that  they  mean  to  diiTeminate  political  knoiv- 
.  and  thereby  engage  the  judicious  part  of  the  nation,  to 
demand  a  reftoraiion  of  their  rights  and  annual  Parliaments, 
Sec  the  members  of  this  Parliament  owing  their  election  to  the 
unbought  and  equal  unbiaiTed  fufFerage  of  every  citizen;  they 

I'fider  the  obtaining  inch  a  Parliament  to  be  the  ground-work 
very  ncceiTary  reform  ;  to  this  therefore  they  fteadily  ad- 
here, and  turn  themfelves  neither  to  right  or  to  the  left,  to  fol- 
low no  other  plan  whatever,  the  rules  and  orders  of  their  fo- 
ciety being  jo  plain  and  eafy,  that  if  they  can  get  a  majority  of 
the  nation  to  act  as  they  do,  the  propofed  reform  will  affect:  it- 
felf;  they  Icok  upon  the  trifling  difference  that  may  have  rken 
between  the  feveral  focieties  as  of  no  great  importance,  and 
think  they  will  fubfrde  without  any  ways  injuring  the  cauie  ; 
they  think  it  a  matter  of  fmall  importance  of  whatever  name 
you  chufe  to  adopt  5  they  advife  you,  &c.  to  be  careful,  to  pre- 
serve peace.  Leave  monarchy,  democracy,  and  even  religion, 
entirely  a  fide ;  never  depute  on  thoie  topics:  h-t  your  endea- 
vours go  to  encreafe  the  number  of  thoie  who  with  for  the  full 

and 
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arid  equal  feprefentation  of  tlie  people,  and  leave  to  a  "parlia- 
ment fo  chofen  to  form  plans  for  remedying  the  exifting  a- 
bufes.  .  ) 

"  Should  they  then  not  anfwer  your  expectations,  at  the  year's 
end  you  maychufe  others-  in  their  i'tead.  The  Committee  of- 
fers you  every  affiftance  in  their  power,  hut  requeft  that  your 
queftion  may  relate  moftly  to  the  methods  of  obtaining  a  par- 
liamentary re  orm,  Like  yourlelves,  they  are  friends  to  peace, 
and  not  anaichy,  and  well- withers  to  the  rights  of  man. 

<c,Yes,  not  fo    (anguine   in  their  expectations  as  to  imagine 
thofe  rights   will   be   i'urrendered  by  tne  Spontaneous  confent 
thofe  who  have  fo  long  deprived  mankind  of  them.    Understand- 
ing'that  you  have  ir  any  Societies  in    Norwich,   the  committee 
recommend  to  you  the  plan  before- mentioned  of  cc  ■■■.  rice 

then  carrying  or.     One  by  one,  tee  will  ferve  yoa. 

all.     Tlv.  ife  recommend  the  appointment  of  ©ne  of  the 

kaft  confpicuous  of  your  fociety  to  receive  letters  Sent  to  your 
fociety,  leaft  if  he  be  too  well  known,  they  may  not  come  to 
band,  &c. 

(Signed)  "  Maurice  Margarot,  Chairman*" 

Q.  (Mr.  Garrozu  to  Lauzun — a  piper  Jbewn  him.)  Look 
at  this  ;  did  you  find  that  at  Mr.  Hard 

A.  Yes,  it  is  a  letter,  Feb.  lit,  1793,  indorfed  to  "  The 
Friends   of  the    People." 

(The  letter  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.)     ' 

<c  To  the  Committee  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 

«  We  are  instructed  by  the  Committee  of  the  London  Corre- 
sponding Society:  We  thank  your  fociety  for  your  kind  advice 
concerning  peace,  order,  and  obedience  to  the  laws  ;  we  n.  : 
them  the  foundation  of  our   union,  as  our  addr<  atly 

evince.     We  have  never  departed  from  le  ;al 
hath  thereby  frufl rated  the  evil  dehgris  oi  :h  mili- 

tate aga'mft  a  reform,  &c. 

k'  You  acknowledge,  that  to  wife  fucce 
doni  is  congenial  to  the  heart  of  a  Briton  ;  in  re,  of 

admitting  your  argument  againft  our  havi  fen- 

timents,  by   a   friendly  addrefs    to   the  (Tembly  of 

France,  we  rnuft  oblerve  that  ^t  the  time,  when  the  enemies  of 
mankind  are  uiing  every  eff  rt  to  cruih  the  infant  French  li- 
berty, it  becomes  our  duty  as  friends  to  human  happ-inefs,  to 
exprefs  the  juft  abhorrence  we  entertain  of  a  manifesto  which 
v/e  conceive  is  aimed  not  fo  much  at  the  liberty  of  France,  as  at 
the  libert.es  of  the  wnole  world  ;  but  to  make  any  particular 
comments  on  that  maniieSto  is  now  uimecefiary,  as  it  might  be 

unfafe  ; 
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tmfafe;  we' only  wifh  every  Briton  to  perufe  it.  We  almoi'r. 
wiih  you,  and  all  other  focieties,  and  the  whole  nation,  do  njt 
catch  the  flame,  &c." 

4>.  [To  Lawzun — a  paper  fiewn  him)  Did  you  find  that  letter 
at  Hardy's  houfe  ? 

J.   Yes. 

(The  letter  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,') 
Indorfed  February  15th,  Signed  Edward  Curtis. 
"Sir,  Frith- Street*,  Feb.  15th,   1793. 

tc  I  am  directed  by  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  lit  February, 
1793.  Having  pledged  ourfelves  by  our  public  acts  and  docu- 
ments to  ufe  every'effort  in  our  power  for  the  purpofe  of  ob- 
taining a  compleat,  fubftantial,  and  radical  reform  of  the  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament,  we  never  can  be  fiippofed 
to  have  furrendered  to  any  other  body  of  men  the  exercife  of  our 
own  difcretion  with  refpect  both  to  the  plan  which  we  deem 
moft  effectual  for  the  purpofe,  and  the  time  Which  we  think 
moft  favourable  for  offering  it  to  the  public  ;  at  prefent  we  think, 
that  to  make  public  our  views  on  thefe  fubjecb,  would  be  to 
furnifh  arms  to  our  enemies,  and  to  injure  the  caufe  in  which 
we  are  engaged.  The  period,  however,  is  probably  not'  very 
far  diftant,  when  thefe  particulars  will  be  made  known  to  ihe 
public  ;  it  is  fufficient  now  to  exprefs  our  confidence  that  that 
moment  will  prove,  by  evidence  more  fubftantial  than  profef- 
fions,  that  we  will  propofe  no  plan  of  reform  which  is  fhort  of 
an  effectual  deftrucfon  of  a b ufe s  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  we  have  honeitly  exerted  every  faculty  we  pofTefs 
in  chufing  the  time  moft  favourable  to  the  fuccefs  of  our  plan. 

"  We  have  learned,  with  affliction  and  indignation,  the  arbitra- 
ry and  unconftitutional  interruption  of  meetings  of  citizens, 
peaceably  and  lawfully  alTembled,  for  the  difcuffion  and  mainte- 
nance of  their  rights.  We  have  ever  viewed  with  utter  difap- 
probation,  both  of  tneir  principles  and  proceedings,  the  afToci- 
ations  who  have  been  the  authors  or  inftruments  of  this  perfe- 
ction. Their  principles,  we  think,  are  repugnant  to  the  free 
fpirit  of  the  Englifh  law,  and  their  conduct,  we  think,  has  been 
as  injurious  and  oppremve  as  the  principle  of  their  inftitution  is 
unconftitutional  and  abfurd.  But  deeply  penetrated  as  we  are 
with  thefe  fentiments,  we  neither  poflefled  power  nor  legal 
competence  to  interpoie  for  the  protection  of  an  individual,  fuf- 
fering  even  under  the  moft  unjuft  perfecution.  We  cannot^ 
therefore,  feel  ourfelves  blameable  for  inaction  in  cafes  of  which 
the  particulars  were  never  laid  before  us,  and  in  which  it  might 
have  been  perhaps  impoffible,  and  perhaps  improper,  for  us  to 
have  interferedj 

«  Wc 
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We  do  not  think  it  necefiary  to  make  any  particular  remarks 
.on  ihofe  publications  which  you  have  put  forth.  We  are  not 
Called  upon  to  pronounce  any  judgment  on  the  publications  of 
individuals  or  focieties;  and  however  we  may  la  ent  the  griev- 
ances.of  which  fome  o'{  your  publications  complain,  our  efforts 
muft  need' lily  be  limited  to  the  >f  our  inftitution,  the 

lie  voice  in  legiflation. 
rp  ize  a:  the  information 
that  focieties  in  dii  kingdom,  .    re  folici- 

tous^alout  ti:  nd  extent  of  our  plans  of  Reform,  inftead. 

of  e  :itude  to  purfelves,  ftiould  have  chofen  the 

indirect  and  circuitous  channel  ol  .   er  Society.     Had  they 

applied  ta  the  Friends  of  the  People  d  recUy,  they  would  af- 
iuredly  have  received  every  information  compatible  with  the 
prudence,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  the  fuccefs  of  our  com- 
mon caufe. 

"On  the  fubjecl  of  your  correfpondenoe  with  the  National 
Convention  of  France,  we  freely  communicated  to  you  an  opi- 
nion in  our  laft  letter.  We  lee  no  reafon  to  chan  e  the  fenii- 
ments  which  we  then  expreffed  on  the  prudence  and  tendency  of 
that  meafure  ;  for  though  we  not  on'y  '.' acknowledge,"  but 
avow  with  pride,  u  that  to  with  fuccefs  lo  the  caufe  of  Freed  n 
is  congenial  to  the  begirt  of  a  Briton,"  yet  we  cannot  tliink  th  t 
men  engaged  in  fo  momentous  a  caufe  as  that  of  Parliament; 
Reform  are  entitled  to  make  public  dec!.. 

moft  virtuous  fentirnents  in  any  mann  r  which  may  injure  that 
caufe,  ferve  the  pufp  >fes$  and  ftrengl  >retexts  of  its  ene- 

mies.     Far  be  it  from  us  to  treat  with  feverity  and  rigour, 
Ihofe  errors  and  indifcretions  into  which  men  may  be  betrayed 
by  a  generous  zeal  for  the  camfe  of  freedom  ;  but  furely  it  c.  n- 
not  be  denied,  that  the  Correfpondence  of  focieties  in  this  coun- 
try with  public  bodies  in  France  has  furnimed  the  moft  fpeciouS' 
pretences  to  interefted  men  tor  confounding  a  virtuous 
lity  to  the  interefts  of  liberty  in  other  countries,  with  a  crimi- 
nal indention  to  introduce  diforder  and  civil  comn  ol 
own  ;  it  is  chiefly  by  the  help  of  this  pret  xt  thai  d  -,. 

have  fo  fuccefsfully  pra&ifed  on  the  alarms  of  the  pub 
that  timid  honefty  has  been  rendered  the  dupe  and  the  inftru- 
ment  of  corruption.      But  on  this  fubjeit  all  furl 
now  become  iy,  as  every  good  ci         i  ■■   eel 

hirhfelf  precluded  from  all  political  interci  Uor 

a  period  which  we  pray  may  be  very  fhort)  by  a 

the  principle  of  which  we  utterly  difapprove  ;  the  inevitable  evils 
of  which  we  deeply  deplore;  and  at  the  poffible   ■ 

"  Among  the  moll  wife  and  honcfl  friends  of  liberty  there  muft 

%  arife 
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ife  frequen  I  ofcondufl;  ■ 

i  ft  and 

an  with   mutual 

confidence  i  ;  'i  i'-ns 

av;.i  nces  to  fo  nfi- 

nu  ions  of  men, 

it    is    t  ien    only  nd   inj  trious. 

Aga  tices  wh  d  on 

oil  minea  if  .1  y  to 
of  1  .  ntwhjeh  our  enemies  arc  fo  foi  -  .ad 

fo  uni 

"    '  hey  have    facrificed  all  inferior  interefrs  and  all  former 

es  to  then  on  intereii  in  perpetuating  abufes  and 

ons.      Let   it  not  be  laid,  that  more  generous  motives 

fluence  on  tiie  hu  i  an  mind,  and  that  the 

of  ]         y   is    not  able   lo  produce  that  uni'  n      nong  her 

friends,  which  in  her  enemies   has  arifen  from  the  moft  abject 

u    !t  fee:ms  fc;  fent  to  the  London  Cor- 

onding  So  i  ec  i  i  r  necefli  y  of  circu  and 

moderation,  i  I  venal   indifcretion  of 

f  the  friends  of  refo!  watchful-, 

neb,  and  converted  int  tag  linft  the  caufe  of  Re- 

form itf.if. 

"  He  mufc  furely  either  be  a  fecret  enemy,  or  an  unfafe  and 
pernicious  friend  of  that  caufe,  who  could  prompt  you  to  . 

;  that  could  be  conftrued  into  indifcretion,  or  who  would 
labour  to  fow  among  rj  imberof  thofe  who 

novi  .  i  behalf  of  freedom  in  England,  at  a  pjiiod  when 

a  persecution    is  carried   on  the  friends  of  Reformat 

home,  arid  a  war  is  commenced,  which  in  its  progrefs  may 
combine  the  arms  of  England  with  thofe  powers  engaged  in 
a  Crufade  againff.  the  general  liberties  of  F.urope, 

u  in  name  and  by  ordei  of  the  Committee, 

vC  Edward  Curtis,  Chairman." 
Directed  to  Mr.  Hardy. 

3.   (To  Lauzun — a  paper  Jhewn  him.)  You  found   th2t  at 
Mr.  Hard 

A.  Yes;.  I  did".'. 

tat  is  that  letter? 
rrovo.  It  appears  to  be  an  anfwer  to  the  laft. 
id  by  the  Clerk  of]  the  Court.) 
"  Sir, 
"  imittee  of  the    London  Corrcfponding   Society 

have,  at  nrefent,-  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lettei  of 
the  1.5th  of  February, 

"  With 
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<c  With  pleafu're  we  perceive  your  fociety.  not  urn 
keep  up  acoriefpondence  with  us,  yet,  at  the  I  e,  we  are 

'forry  that  you  appear  to  he  hv.,  I  by  the  plain  queft  ion  we 

put  to  you  in  our  laft — to  afk  of  you  what  meafures  yc  'i  m 
to  purfue  in  a  matt  r  which  concerns  us  a!!.  ic  certainly  jio  ways 
calling  upon  you  to  furre  ider  up  to  our  foci  ty,  or  even  to 

tiori — nor  can  v-    ■  /e  that  a  body 

of"  men  having  pledged  themfelves  to  .    can  be  a Tuificient 

fecurity   to  that  public   to   repofe  implicit  c<  il  e  in  them 

without  being-  made  further  acquaints 

of  the  plan  you  mean  to  pui  may» 

if  we  appro  e  it,  co-operate  with  you — the  extent  of  your  pro- 
pofed  reform,  we  apprehend,   i<  determined  upon,  and 

we  can  difcovei  no  ad\  a  to  refult  from  its  fecrecy — on 

the  ■,  the  f  me  thing  which 

cur  friei  for  us,  1  man:  receive  their  in- 

from  u  ,  cji  ■  'irecied  bv  them — in  eit  er 

cafe  there  muft  be  no  •  crets  ;  •,  that  the  per- 

manency of  a  fej  the 

public,  who,  after  maturely  d  ing  propo 

II  hav<  found  your  plan  the  moil  uft  ful  and  <  mid 

:  coo 

nil, 

,  by  t  ie  f  inknefs  of  our 

thy  I  f  afociety  of  hi  to  ferve 

their  country,   and  plainly  tell  you,  our  dountry  c  I  nts 

us  to  inquire  of  v  ■-, 

fairly  and.bluntly  asked  us,  w  ttb  i    i/e  thought 
ther  we  thought  you  rn  party  or  I  he- 

■med  yo'i  i  '  ial  or  a  c< 

manner  to  us,  and  bl 
nothing  in  them  which  < 
le  h  iving  alw  lys  an  uh 
c  ara  ber  and  principle  friends. 

as,  fuch  avow  an  intention  of  bringing  for 
which  we  are  all  fp  deeply  incerefted       As  to  th< 
enemies  with  arms  by  di 

t  demands  founded  on  conftittitioi  r/ 

of  their  force   by   being  made  public.     I 
eundo     to  trii  .  only  to  be 

the  people's  demands  are  founded   >n  fa  lacy,  to  ' 
by  furprize  would  be  unwor     .  -id, 

m  i  :ov  r,  perfectly  needlefs,    when 
avoidably  bear  down  ail    before   them    without   the 
of  guile. 

Y    % 
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cc  Under  the '-idea,  that:  were  your  fay,  "  Ycu  neither  poflefTed 
power  nor  legal  competence  to  interfere  for  the  protection  of  an 
individual  fuffering  under  the  molt  unjuft  profecution,"  you  al*    , 
lude   to  the  (i  :  bill  (ticker:  We  mull:  beg  to  fet  you 

right,  and  to  inform  you  we  never,  as  a  fociety,  fought  the  in- 
terference of  any  body  of  men  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  are  firmly 
perfuaded,  however  hard  fuch  cafes  may  bear  upon  indivi- 
dual?, they  will  eventually  prove  of  fervice  to  the  public,  ho- 
thi  g  having  a  greater  tendency  towards  roufing  the  country 
frosn  its  too  prevalent  apathy  with  regard  to  ftretch  of  prero- 
gative and  abufe  of  power. 

"  As  to  our  addrefs  to  the  F.  N.  C.  we  imagine  it  heft  to 
fay  no  more  about  it  at  prefent,  only  that  if  it  has  furnifhed 
pretexts  to  designing  men,  it  has  only  faved  them  the  trouble 
offeeking  excufes  elfewhere  ;  but  iuch  men,  even  without  our  aid, 
would  have  been  at  nolofs  ;  at  the  fame  time  weare  apt  to  believe 
the  plan  for  war,  if  conceived  before  then,  was  by  no  means  ac- 
celerated thereby — intended  as  preventatives,  addreffes  might 
have  been  effectual  if  they  had  been  more  generally  adopted  ; 
the  only  (aujt  therein,  that  by  a  miliaken  idea,  the  add  re  lie  sg 

t    to   the  nation   for    a    greater  degree  of  energy  than  it 
.yelled.      We  agree  with  you  that  unity   of  fentiment 
is    no    way   incon  with   diverfity  of    opinion,  and  that 

the   latter    is  natural   to    independent   minds  ;    with    the   fame 
objeel:    in    view,  their    nude    of  purfuing  it  will  undoubtedly 
r ; — with  caution,  therefor!?,  we  will  watch  over  thofe  who 
wifh   to   fow  the   feeds   of  unneceffary  i  ong  us,  imd 

Will  at  the  fame  time  take  good  care    that  the  doctrine  of  im- 
plicit confidence   may  not   gain  ground  us.     Full  as 
much  as   yourfelves  we  plead  the  neceffity  ,of  union  ameng  the 
Friends  of  Liberty,  but  lament  ih.it  it  is  prevented,  or  at  I 
retarded,  in  many  inilanres,  by  the    fane  thing  that  promotes 
it  among  the  enemies  of  Reform,  namely,  intereft  ;  with  them 
ail  theft  intereft  is  for  the  continuation  of  abufes,  while  tofome 
of  us  a  Refer m  mud  be  attended  with  pecuniar)  lo.fs,  andmany 
ethers    would                                loy,  their    daily    bread,   were  it 
knownt                               .?  part: — thus  the  fame  motive,  af- 
fuming  on'one  fide  the               nee  of  a  virtue  gives  emulation 
to  bad  men,  and   en  the  other,   in  its   vileff.   but   moff.   natural 
form,  ii                 rogrefs  of  thofe  v. ho,  wiih  the  heft  intentions, 
r  to  fay e  their  country. 
"  We  tl  ank  you  for  your  kind  and  prudent  advice,  enjoining 
us  moderation   and  discretion    a:    this    critical  moment,  when 
every  imprudence  in  the  advocate  is  liable  to  be  rendered  preju- 
dicial to  the  i  .   ife  it  i  If." 
4th  March,  1 
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4JV  (To  Lauzun — a  paper  Jhewn  him)  Did  you  find  this  pa- 
per at  Mr.  Hardy's  ? 

A.  I  did. 

S$K  (To  Grant)  1  believe  you,  by  bufinefs,  are  a  printer. 

A    Yes  ;  I  am. 

jjp.  Did  you,  Sir,  at  any  time — or  when  did  you  become  a 
member  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  I 

A.    ''bout  the  beginning  of  the  year  1792. 

j9.  In  which  of  the  divifphs  of  that  Society  did  you  be- 
long P 

A.  I  think  it  was  in  No.  2. 

£K    Where  was  the  meeting  of  that  divifion  held  ? 

A.  At  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Boyd,  the  Bo!!,  in  Fxeter-frreet. 

j^.  W  ill  you  be  fo  good  as  to  name  to  us  ibme  perfons  who 
frequented,  thole  divifions  ? 

A.  There  was  Maurice  Margaret,  he  was  one ;  Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Richter,  Mr;  Murray,  and  feveral  others  that  I  do  not  re- 
collect, and  a  number  of  others. 

Q.    In  what  character  was  Maurice  Margaret  ? 

A.   He  appeared  to  me  to  be  Prefident  of  the  divifion. 

&K  Was  you  applied,  to  at  any  of  thofe  meetings  to  print  any 
papers  for  thofe  divifions,  or  for  the  iociety  at  large  ? 

A    No,  I  was  not  at  that  time. 

j^   When  was  you  applied  to  ? 

A.  About  the  middle  of  the  year  1792,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1792. 

£K  Firft,  we  will  take  the  applicat'on  In  the  middle  of  the 
year  1  792. — By  whom  was  that  made  to  you  ? 

A.   By  a  Mr  Go w.     ' 

j^.  He  was  alio  a  member. 
He  was. 

j^.  Was  that  made  by  him  in  private,  or  atone  of  the  divi- 
fion nteetings  ? 

A.  Upon  my  word  I  do  know  pofitively  ;  but  I  know  I  re- 
fund to  print  lomething  that  he  the  wed  me. 

j^.   Did  you  afterwards  print  any  thing  for  the  fociety  ? 

A.  Yes;  I  printed  a  potting-bill :  there  was  a  Mr.  K ichter, 
during  my  abfence,  left  a  manufcript,  I  read  it  over  with  him, 
and  agreed  to  print  it — and  [  did  print  it. 

j^.  Did  youever.fee  Richter  at  any  of  thofe  meetings  of  the 
divinons  to  which  the  prifoner  Hardy  attended  ? 

A.    Yes. 

<$K  You  fay  you  undertook  to  print  that  which  Richter  applied 
for. 

A.   Yes  ;  five  hundred  copies, 

j^.  Who  paid  you  for  them  \ 

A.  Mr. 


'J.  Mr,  "      '  •  .-r. 

®K  Was  there  any  di regions  given  to  you  as  to  the  time  \ 
ihey  would  be  required  to  be  cone  ? 

A.  They  were   ordered   t-  be   doners  jfaijfc  as  pofnble  ;  and 
when  the  one,  I  ordered  them  to  Ke  lent  to  i\.r.  Hardy; 

-,;;  d  i  imagine  my  order  was.complied  with. 
£).    Hov  r  did  you  fee  him  ? 

A.  Two  or  three  hours  alter  they  were  fent  back, again  to  my 
ife. 

J$>.  Did  he  pay  you  for  thofe  you  fent  unto  him  ? 
A  Yes. 

Court.  Wore  you  ;  aid  bef<  re  you  ordered  them  to  be  fent  to 
Hardy's,  or  a 

A.  After. —    hey  were  returned  the  very  fame  day  they 
feht. 

®K  Do  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  know  what  became  of 
the  papers  after  they  came  home  to  your  houle  ? 

:  hey  were  given  by  my  warehouie-man  to  one  Carter,  to 
be  put  up  in  the  ftreet. 

.  Did  yo  i  fee  it  ? 
J.  No, 

vou  in  pomt  of  facl:  know  that  any  that  you 
printed  were  ported  up  in  the  itreets  of  this  town. 

A.  i  do  not  know  ;   becaufe  1  nevtr  law  any,  to  the  belt  of 
ivy  rece!'t  .  .\   .. 

Did  you  ever  converfe  with  Kardy  reflecting  thofe  pa- 

J.  Yes* 

j^j  .Will  you  be  fo  good  as  to  tell  us  what  pa  fled  ? 
A.   Mr.  Hardy  informed  me  that  Carter  had  been  taken  up. 
You  ,had  given  orders  to  deliver  things  to  Carter  :  were 
they  iri  foc/t  delivered  out  of  your  poiieiiion,  after  they  were  re- 
' turned  from  Hardy's  ? 
re* 
J9.  After  that,   JVlr.  Hardy  told   you  that  Carter  had  been 
I 

A.  He  informed  me  fo ;  and  I  told  him  I  had  heard  that  before* 
Q.  For  whut  ? 

A.  Putting  up  the  bills  in  the  flreets. 
<?.  Where? 
A.  In  this  town. 

.^.  Do  you  know  whether  Carter  was  in  prifon,  in  facl,  for 
g  thefe  I-  ; 

;  I  never  faw  him  in  prifon. 
-  you  be  fo  good  as  to  loo';  at  this^  and  tell  us,  now 
whether  that  is  one  of  the  bills  that  yqu  printed  ? 

-    ^.Yes 
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Yes;  I  believe  this  is  the  very  identical  bill  :  T  have  no 
about  it; 

Had  you  any  converfation  with  :£ting 

any  other  paper  ? 

//.   I  do  not  reco!l 

j?\  Did  Air.  [lardy  fay  any  thing  to  you  about  any  other  pa- 
per ? 

A  There  was  an  order  came  to  my  houfe ;  I  do  not  knovr 
from  whom,  for  one  thousand  large  bills,  and  five  thoufarid 
imall  oics. 

£K  What  converfation  pafled  between  you  and  him  on  that? 

A.  Nothing  ;  but  I  refufed  to  print  them. 

J^  How  long  did  you  continue  a  member  of  the  fociety  af- 
ter y  ;u  refufed  to  print  them  ? 

A.  In  f-iv5t  I  had  not  freq-ented  the  focietv  fome  time  before 
that;  I  beiieve  that  was  In  the  latter  end  of  November,  or  be- 
ginning of  December. 

j^.  You  named  Margarot  at  one  of  thefe  meetings ;  in  what 
character  did  he  a. 

A.   As  prelident  of  the  delegates. 

*$K  In  what  character  did  the  prifoher  Hardy  a5t  ? 

A.   As  fecretary  of  the  fociety  iti 

j9;   Was  there  any  fecretary  to  the  divifion  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  exprefsly  ;'  for  I  only  went  twice  ov  three 
times  at  fartheit  among  the  delegate?. 

jj/.   Where  was  it  that  he  a£ted  at  \ 

A'.ht  Mr.Bowd's,  the  Beli,E.\-eter  Street,  at  the  fociety  divifion. 

Court.  Was  you  ever  at  a  meeting  of  delegates  ? 

A.   Yes;  once  or  twice. 

( The  bill  rtad  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.  ) 
Addrefs  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  to  the  other  fo- 

cieties  in  Great- Britain,  linked  for  the  obtaining  a  Reform 

in  Parliament. 

"  Friends  and  Fellow  Countrymen, 

"  Unlefs  we  are  greatly  deceived,  the  time  is  app  I 

the  object  for  which  we  ftruggle  is  likely  to  c 
reach.  i 'hat  a  nation  like  Britain  fhould  be 
quifite  6n]v  that  B  itons  fhjuld  will  it  to  become  To-  i 

fhould  be   their  will,  the   abufes  of  our  o  i    I  , 

and  the  alarms  or"  our  ariliocraiic  enemies,  fufficiently  witnefs. 
Confident  in  the  purity  of  our  motives,  and  int.  four 

caufe,  kt  us  i:  hood  with 

plainnefs  ;  let  ui  re  in  declaring  our  prin 

reprefentation  willjneet  its  due  reward — contempt 

"In  this  view  the  artifices  of  a  late  ariftecratic  afiociatian, 
formed  on  the  20th  inftant,  call  for  a  few  remarks,  on  account 

of 
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of  the  declaration  they  have  publifhed  relat've  to  other  clubs  and 
focieties  formed  in  this  nation.  It  is  tr.;e  that  this  meeting  or* 
gentlemen  (for  fo  they  ftyle  themfclves}  have  mentioned  no 
names,  inftanced  no  facts,  quoted  no  s  ;  but  they  take 

upon  themfelves  to  aflert  that  bodies  of  their  countrymen  have 
been  affociated,  profeffiag  opinions  favourable  to  the  Rights  of 
Man,  to  Liberty  and  Equality  ;  and  moreover,  that  thoie  opi- 
nions are  conveyed  in  the  terms,  No  A/'/z^,  No  Parliament. — So 
much  for  their  aflertions. 

"  If  this  be  intended  to  include  the  focieties  to  which  we  re- 
flectively belong,  we  here  in  the.moft  folemn  manner  deny  the 
latter  part  of  the  charge,  while,  in  aamitting  the  former,  we 
claim  the  privilege,  and  glory  in  the  character  of  Britons.  Who- 
ever (hall  attribute  to  us  the  expreffiohs  of  No  King,  No  Par- 
liament, or  any  defign  of  invading  the  property  of  other  men, 
is  guilty  of  a  wilful,  qjri  in  pudent,  and  a  malicious  falfehood. 

u  We  know  and  arc  fenfible  that  the  wages  of  every  iftan  are 
his  right  ;  mat  difference  of  flrength,  of  talents,  and  of  induftry, 
do  and  ought  to   afford    proportion  fcions   of  property, 

•which,  when  acquire',  and  c  mfirmed  by  the  laws,  is  facred  and 
inviolable.  We  defy  the  moil  flavifli  and  malevolent  man  in  the 
meeting  of  the  20th  inftant  to  bring  the  remoteift  proof  to  the 
contrary.  If  there  be  no  proof,  we  call  upon  them  to  juftify  an 
iniidious  calumny,  which  feems  invented  only  to  terrify  inde- 
pendent Britons  from  reclaiming  the  rightful  Conftitution  of 
their  country.  We  admit  and  we  declare,  that  we  are  friends  to 
civil  liberty*  and  therefore  to  natural  equality,  both  of  which  we 
confidcr  f  mankind.     Could  we  believe  them  to  be 

"  in  direct:  opposition  to  th'e  laws  of  this  land,*'  we  mould  blufh 
to  fin,d  ourfelves  among  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  But  we 
are  perfuaded  that  the  abufes  of  the  confHtut  on  will  never  pafs 
current  for  its  true  principles ;  fince  we  are  told  in  its  ririt.  char- 
ter that  all  are  equal  in  the  fight  of  the  law,  which  "  fhall  neither 
be  fo'd,  nor  refufed,  nor  delayed  to  any  free  man  whatfoever," 
Should  it  ever  happen  that  "  right  and  jultice"  are  oppofed  by 
expence,  by  refufal,  or  by  delay,  then  is  this  principle  of  equality 
violated,  and  we  are  no  longer  free  men. 

"  Such  are  our  notions  of  thofe  rights  which  it  is  boldly  main- 
tained, il ;  re  inconftftent  with  the  well-being  of  fociety  :"  But 
let  us  not  fuffer  men  who  avow  no  principles  of  liberty,,  whole 
favourite  cry  is  inequality  cf  property,  to' cftrange  ethers  of 
our  countrymen  from  aiding  us  in  ferving  the  community,  and 
from  recovering  to  the  nation  that  (hare  of  iis  fovereignty  which 
has  unhappily  been  facrificed  to  corrupt  courtiers'  and  intrigue^ 
ing  borough-mongers. 

"  If 


L   \71   3 

**  If  our  laws  and  conflitution  be  juft  and  wife  in  their  origin 
and  their  principle,  every  deviation  from  them,  as  firit  eftablifhed, 
mud  be  injurious  to  the  people  whofe  perfons  and  property  were 
then  fee  n  red  ;  if  at  the  revolution  this  country  was  adequately 
reprefented,  it  is  now  (o  no  longer,  and  therefore  calls  aloud  for 
Reform. 

"  If  it  be  true  that  the  people  of  Britain  arc  fuperior  to  otjhef 
nations,  is  it  that  our  taxes  are  lefs  burthen'fome  ?  or  that  our  pro- 
vifions  are  lefs  expenfive  ?  Is  it  from  the  various  productions  of 
our  foil  that  we  are  rich?  Is  it  owing  to  the  majority  of  our 
numbers  that  we  are  ftrong  ? — Certainly  nor.  France  has  the 
advantage  in  all  thefe  refptcb,  and  up  to  this  period  {he  has 
never  been  our  fuperior  in  wea'th,  in  power,  in  talents,  or  in 
virtue.  But  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves,  the  difference  between 
us  and  that  nation  was  formerly  that  our  monarchy  was  limited, 
while  their's  was  abfofute — that  the  number  of  our  ariftocracy  did 
not  equal  the  thousandth  part  of  their's — that  we  had  tiial  by  jury, 
while  they  had  none — that  our  perfons  were  protected  by  the 
laws,  while  their  lives  were  at  the  mercy  of  every  titled  individual. 
We,  therefore,  had  that  to  fight  for,  which  to  them  was  unknown 
— fince  we  Were  men,  while  they  were  (laves. 

,  The  fcene  has  indeed  changed — like  our  brave  anceffors  of 
the  laft  century,  they  have  driven  out  the  family  that  would  have 
deftroyed  them  ;  they  have  fcatterod  the  mercenaries  who  invad- 
ed their  freedom,  arid  have  Ct  broken  their  chains  on  the  head's 
of  their  oppreflbrs."  If,  during  this  conflicl  with  military  af- 
falTins  and  domeftic  traitor?,  cruelty  and  revenge  have  arifefi 
among  a  few  inhabitants  of  the  capital,  let  us  lament  thefe  effedts 
of  a  bloody  and  tyrannous  manifest;),  but  let  us  leave  to  the  hy- 
pocrite pretenders  to  humanity  the  taik  of  blackening  the  mif- 
fortune,  and  attributing  to  a  whole  nation  the  act  of  an  enrared 
populace. 

44  As  we  have  never  yet  been  cad  fo  low  st  the.  foot  of  defpo- 
tifm,  fo  it  is  not  requifite  that  we  should  appeal  to  the  fame  aw- 
ful tribunal  with  our  brethren  on  the  continent.  May  our  ene- 
mies be  written  in  fand,  but  may  our  rights  be  engraven  on  mar- 
ble !  We  dc-fire  to  overthrow  no  property  but  that  which  lias 
been  r-ifed  on  the  ruins  of  our  liberty.  We  look  with  reverence 
on  the  landed  and  commercial  interefts  of  our  country  ;  but  we 
view  with  abhorrence  that  monopoly  of  burgage  tenures  Unwar- 
ranted bylaw  or  reafon  in  this  or  any  other  nation  in  Europe. 

"  Let  us  then  continue,  with  patience  and  lirmnefs,  in  the  path 
which  is  begun.  Let  us  wait  and  watch  the  enfuing  feflions  of 
Parliament,  from  whom  we  have  much  to  hope,  and  little  to  fear. 
The  Houfe  of  Commons  may  have  been  the  fouroe  of  our  cala- 
mity, it  may  prove  that  of  our  deliverance.     Should  it  not,   we 
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tmft  we  mall  not  prove  unworthy  of  our  forefathers,  whofeexer*' 
tions  in  the  caufe  of  mankind  fo  well  deferve  our  imitation. 

(SigneJj  Maurice  Margarot,  Chairman. 

London,  • ,  Secretary." 

.'20 ib  Nov.   I  J 02. 

Q  (To  Lauzutf.  A  paper  Jhewn  him.)  Did  you  find  that  afe 
Mr.  Hardy's  ? 

A.   Yes. 

{Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
It  is  a  draft  of  a  letter  from  Margarot,  directed  to  William  Cam- 
mage,  Shuttle,  dated  March  4,  1793. 

'*  The  London  Corresponding  Society  have  at  prefent  to  ac- 
knowledge your  laft,  and  to  anfwer  more  fully  your  preceding 
letter. 

"  With  regard  to  petitioning  Parliament,  we  are  unanimous  in 
the  opinion,  that  fu'ch  a  petition  will  not  produce  a  reform  ;  yet 
from  many  confederations  we  are  now  perfuaded,  that  if  every 
JTociety  in  the  ifland  will  fend  forward  a  petition,  we  (hall  ulti- 
mately gain  ground)  forafmuch  as  it  will  force  the  prefent  mem-i 
hers  of  the  Senate  to  repeatedly  difcufs  the  fubje£t,  and  their  de- 
liberations, printed  in  the  different  newfpapers,  will  moft  natu- 
rally awaken  the  public  mind  towards  the  object  of  our  purfuit ; 
the  nation  once  informed  that  a  Reform  in  Parliament-is  fought 
for  from  different  quarters,  gives  rife  to  debates  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  is  acknowledged  by  every  rank  fo  be  wanting, 
will  begin  to  exercife  their  own  reafon  on  the  fubje£t ;  arrived 
at  that  period,  we  prefume  our  bufinefs  will  be  nearly  accom- 
pli flied. 

"  Let  us  crofely  follow  up  our  Nottingham  brethren  ;  let  every 
fociety  petition  fcparately  ;  let  every  week  furnifh  a  frefh  peti- 
tion, and  afford  a  frefh  debate  \ — we  fcek  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
public  :  petitions  on  our  part,  and  rejections  on  the  part  of  the 
miniflry,  will  effeilually  do  it.  We  therefoie  highly  approve  of 
your  idea,  and  will  ourfelves  follow  it  up,  and  recommend  it  to 
all  the  other  focieties  we  correipond  with  ;  and  withal  we  re- 
commend to  you  (hat  no  time  be  loft  in  fo  doing. 

"  With  you  we  lament  the  evils  of  an  imprudent  and  inconfi- 
dferate  war,  a  war  rather  eagerly  fought  for  the  advancement  of 
private  ends,  than  carefully  deprecated  from  coniiderations  of  pub- 
lic good — a  contelt  unfavourable  to  tins  country,  whether  either 
France  or  Defpojifin  gain  the  upper  hand.  We  join  with  you 
isi  gratitude  rothofe  worthy  members  of  either  houfe,  who  have 
enacavonred  to  avert  this  national  calamity,  to  whom  we  have 
likewife  returned  our  public  thanks — and  we  remain  with,  fince- 
iiry  and  affe&km, 

Your  friends  and  fellow  labourers." 
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4\  (ToLauzun.  A  paper  fhoivn  him).  Do  you  know  this  letter'? 

A.   Yes,  this  is  one  of  them  I  found  at  Hardy's. 

.<£.  [To  Grant.)  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  hand  writing  of 
Mr.  Hardy  ? 

A.   I  believe  it  is. 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Dated    17th  of  May,  1793,   Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary,  addref- 

fed  to  Mr.  William  Skirving.     (See  page  118  of  ibis  work. 

j^  (ToLauzun.    A  paper  Jhcwn  him.)     Do  you  know  this  .? 

A,  Yes,  I  had  it  at  Hardy's. 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Dated  25th  of  May,  1793,  figned  William  Skirving  -}  to  Mr. 

Hardy.     (See  page  119  of  this  work.) 

ip.  (ToLauzun.     A  paper Jheyun  him.)     Look  at  that  letter. 

A.   I  know  it,   I  found  it  at  Hardy's  houfe. 
[Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
"  Sir,  10th  June,  1793. 

"  It  is  with  lingular  fatisfacTion  the  Committee  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society  received  your  letter  ;  they  are  very  glad 
to  lee  the  fpiritof  freedom" fpringingup  in  Birmingham,  and  they 
make.no  doubt  but  that  the  zeal  of  your  Society,  and  the  increafe 
of  your  numbers,  will  fonudo  away  the  Aigma  thrown  on  your 
town  by  the  unjuftjfiable  behaviour  of  a  Church  and  King  mob. 
We  are  entirely  of  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  necellity  of 
a  general  union  ;  and  we  believe,  as  you  do,  tha/  when  once  the 'faun- 
try  lhall  have  fo  united,  the  Neroes  of  the  day  xolll  be  forced  to  yield  in 
ihejujl  demand  of  a  long  and  fore  opprcjfed  people. 

'*  With  pleafure  we  accept  your  proffered  correfpondence,  and 
earneUly  beg  of  you  to  let  us  hear  fiom  your  Society  by  every  op- 
portunity. We  wiih  likewife  you  would  point  out  to  us  fome 
fafe  mode  of  conveyance  for  fuch  information  and  publications  as  we 
may  think  neafFary  to  be  tranfmitted  to  you.  The  poll  we  m» 
ways  rely  on,  as  many  of  our  letters  have  already  been  inter- 
cepted. v 

"  If  any  of  the  members  of  your  Society  mould  have  occaliort 
to  vilit  this  metropolis,  we  hope  you  will  not  let  him  come  with- 
out a  letter  from  you,  and  that  while  they  Itay  here  they  will  fre- 
quently affif  at  the  meetings  of  our  feverai  divifions,  and  by  thu\  affo- 
clatlng,  commence  an  union  which  we  hope  foon  to  fee  fpread  itfelf  all 
over  Britain. 

*'  We  will  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  our  grievances;  we  are 
equally  well  informed  thereon,  and  ad  alike  thoroughly  convinc- 
ed that  nothing  fhort  of  Annual  Parliaments  and  Univeri.d  Suf- 
frage can  reftore  to  us  that  degree  of  civil  liberty  we  are  juitly  en- 
titled to,  &c.  Sec/"  ■        • •* 
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i^.  (T'j  Layzun.    A  paper floiwn  him.)  Look  at  this  letter,  you 

found  it  at  Hardy's  houfe?     * 
A.  Yes,  I  die!, 

[Read by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  ) 

Dated  25th  June,   1793,  figned  H.  Backet  1,  and  djre&ed  to  T- 

Hardy. 
From  the  Political  Societies  of  Norwich. 
<:  Sir, 

"  I  lately  received  your  letter  from  Mr.  — -,  dated  April 

22d,  which,  through  multiplicity  of  bufinefs,  we  have  omitted 

to  anfwer — I  hope  you  will  excufe  the  delay.  We  alfo  received 
your  friendly    letter,  prior  to  that,  ivherei/i  you  Jiated  three  propo- 

Jitidns\firfli  a  petition  to  bis  Majefly,  or  to  Parliament,  or  a  National 
Conization,  and  ordered  one  of  our  committee  to  anjwer  it  \ — -Jbould 
be  glad  if  you  will  Inform  me  whether  it  was  attended  to\ — I  gave  my 
opinion  on  the  jubjeel  to  the  Confiitutional  Society  of  London,  and 

found  their  Idas  congenial  to  my  own,  viz.  an  addrefs  to  the  King — 

j utile  ;  a  petition  to  Parliament  (as  a  conquered  people) — tolerable  ; 
a  National  Convention  {if  circumstances  admitted) — -beji  of  all.  To 
what  an  alarming  crifis  are  we  arrived — the  junto  is  formed  and 
cflablifhed, — the  people  become  a  prey,  and  (to  adopt  the  phrafe 
of  an  Hibernian  apellate)  are  treated  as  the  fwir.ilh  multitude,, 
except  the  privilege  of  fattening.  Wars  mud:  com'mence  at  the 
caprice  of  individuals;  people  torn  from  their  houfes  to  be 
butchered  ;  windmills  mi; ft  he  attacked  at  the  rifle  of  being  car- 
ried over  and  dathed  to  atoms;  the  nation  drained  of  it's  fufte- 
rsance  to  fupport  a  league,  &c.  &c.  &c.  many  epithets  may  with 
great  propriety  be  applied,  excepting  fuch  as  FoX,  Sheridan, 
Grey,  Erfkfoe,  Lanfdowne,  Lauderdale,  Sianhope,  Paine,  Prieft- 
ley,  Tooke,  Wharton,  Mackleod,  Barlow,  Mackintofh,  Cooper, 
befides  many  who  have  fuffered  under  the  iron  hand  of,  &c.  and 
when  the  people  have  complained,  and  humbly  requefted  a  re- 
moval of  abufes,  they  have  been  treated  with  infult.  Alas!  wdiere 
is  the  majelly  of  the  people  ?  -an  indifferent"  obferver  would  fup- 
pofe  it  to  center  in  dais  and  garters,  libbons  and.  coftiy  apparel, 
palaces,  coaches,  and  npr'fes,  with  all  the  trumpery  of  pueiile 
amuftnvnt  ;  as>.d  Were  it  not  for  their  accurfed  canfequences,  we 
could  bear  with  i*:  but  when  we  confider  how  many'fweat  and 
(toil  and  ftarye  to  fupport  it,  how  cm  we  be  perfuaied  but  that 
there  is  a  contrivance  between  the  land  owners  and  the  merchant 
to  hold  the  people  in  valfalage,  for  they  eat  up  the  people  as  they 
do  bread  r  the  influence  of  the  ai  iltocracy  and  hierarchy  is  become 
V»ry  alarming,  (or  they  have  abforbed  and  fwallovved  up  the  peo- 
ple ;  but  a  rumour  is  Ipread  from  the  fouth,  and  it  is  ferrib'e  to 
tvrants— -it  Rings  their  mind  -it  galls  their  fie ih,  and  like  Paihur, 

are 
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arc  a  terror  to  ihemfelves  left  the  people  Qiould  afFcit  their  rights, 
Yoiir's,  &c.  H.  Buckell." 

J$>.  (To  Lauzun.  A  paper  Jhewn  him.)  Do  you  know  that 
letter  ? 

A.   I  found  it  at  Mr.  Hardy's. 

Mr.  Garrow  read  it  ;  it  is  an  an  Twer  to  this  lafl  letter,  dated 
25th  July,  1793  ;  it  is  directed  to  Mr.  Buckell.  (See  page  123  of 
this  work.) 

About  half  pad  eleven,  Mr.  Erjklne  laid,  that  it  was  in  his 
mind  become  neceflary  to  paufe,  and  to  demand  of  the  Counfel 
for  the  Crown  if  they  had  much  more  evidence  to  adduce,  be- 
caufe  if  they  had,  it  mult  be  obviouily  incumbent  on  the  Court 
to  take  into  their  consideration  what  courfe  they  were  ready  to 
purfue  ;  he  was  ready  to  fay  for  himfelf,  that  confident  with  that 
juflice  that  is  due  both  to  the  Crown  and  to  the  prifoner,  he 
was  willing  to  go  on,  and  confefled  that  he  did  not  feel  himfelf 
at  all  fatigued  ;  but  if  they  remained  there  any  length  of  time, 
and  if  the  evidence  xin  the  part  of  the  Crown  (hould  go  on  to  filch 
an  extent,  as  it  would  be  almofl  impojfible  for  their  Lordfliips 
and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury  to  give  any  further  attention;  or 
if  they  were  able  to  fufiain  that  fatigue,  their  phyfical  powers 
could  not  endure  alfo  the  time  neceifary  to  hear  and  attend  to  the 
priforier's  defence. 

The  Lord  Prejldent  obferveel,  that  what  was  now  hinted  was 
of  very  great  importance  to  the  juftice  of  the  country,  and  cer- 
tainly demanded  confidcratton.  What  is  your  own  judgment  as 
to  the  courfe  we  ought  to  purfue  ? — Mr,  Attorney  General,  have 
you  nearly  concluded  ? 

Mr.  Attorney  General.     Not  half. 

The  Lord  Prefident  The  prefent  is  a  matter  of  mod  ferious 
importance  \  the  law  and  the  invariable  practice  is,  that  after  a 
Jury  have  begun  to  hear  evidence  on  a  criminal  trial,  they  are 
not  to  be  divided  ;  and  a  fingle  inftance  does  not  occur  in  a  trial 
of  this  kind  of  any  fuch  feparation.  Nothing,  indeed,  could 
jnftify  fuch  a  meafuie,  bnt  the  moil:  clear  and  manifeft  neceffity  ; 
but  that  neceffity  mud  be  fo  clear  and  fo  manifeft,  that  the  end  of 
public  juftice  could  not  be  obtained  without  departing  from  the 
fiile.  I  think  a  neceffity  to  exift  in  every  cafe,  in  which  it  (hall 
appear  that  the  cafe  goes  intofiich  a  length,  that  the  attention  of 
a  Jury  cannot  be  kept  alive  throughout,  without  fome  affiilance, 
or  fome  refrefhment;  and  where,  from  that  length  of  the  caufe, 
they  cannot  have  that  affitlance  from  the  Court,  which,  by  the 
law,  they  are  entitled  to  ;  and  provided  that  neceffity  is  appa- 
rent in  tiiis  cafe,  I  fhall  certainly  readily  jncline  to  enter  into  a 
confideration  oi  the  queflion,  whether  we  ought  to  adjourn,  and 
jn  what  way  it  cquld  be  done, 

I  know- 
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I  know,  in  point  of  faft,  there  was  an  adjournment  in  one  cri- 
minal cafe,  a  cafe  of  miidemeanour  ;  and  there  has  been  adoi:bt 
ftarted  in  that  cafe,  whether,  though  the  Court  adjourned,  the 
Jury  were  not  kept  together  ;  but  I  think  there  is  one  circum- 
stance that  makes  it  apparent  to  me,  that  in  truth  they  could  not 
be  kept  together  during  the  whole  of  that  time,  becaufe  in  that 
circumftance  the  Court  went  over  an  entire  day,  at  two  different 
times  of  hearing  that  caufe  ;  and  I  have  no  imagination  that  in  a 
complete  adjournment  the  Jury  could  have  been  kept  together  all 
that  time.  I  do  not  know,  and  I  am  nor  fat  isfied  myfelf,  that  in 
J'tricl  law  there  is  a  clear  diftin&ion  between  cafes  of  allowing  a 
Jury  to  feparate  in  cafes  of  mifdemeanour,  and  in  cafes 
of  a  capital  offence,  and  that  the  rule  of  law  is  not  general ; 
I  believe  really  the  'law  extends  to  all  cafes  where  a 
Jury  is  once  charged.  There  are  but  few  traces  on  the 
books  of  this  fort.  In  the  1 4-th  of  Henry  VII.  there  was  a  quef- 
tion  of  this  fort  debated  in  the  Exchequer  Chambers,  the  Jury 
having  feparated  in  confequence  of  a  violent  florin,  and  they  af- 
terwards returned  again,  and  delivered  their  verdidt ;  and  the 
principal  doubt  then  was,  whether  the  whole  was  not  vitiated, 
as  one  of  the  Jurymen  had  received  fome  refrefhment  from  a 
friend  of  one  of  the  parties:  however,  that  cafe  was  never  deci- 
ded. I  do  not  know  there  are  any  other  cafes  in  which  the  ques- 
tion has  been  much  agitated.  If  the  Counfcl  for  the  prifoner 
make  the  application  to  the  Court  on  the  grounds  of  neceffity, 
interefting  to  the  prifoner,  and  it  the  profecutor  confent  to  that 
application,  on  fuch  grounds  as  are  proper  to  influence  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Court,  it  feems  to  me  that  fome  way  or  other  an 
adjournment  fliould  take  place.  I  find  no  difficuhy  with  regard 
to  the  Court;  the  difficulty  is  with  regard  to  the  Jury  ;  regu- 
larly and  properly,  undoubtedly  the  Jury  ought  to  be  kept  toge- 
ther. 

In  civil  cafes  there  have  been  a  great  number  ofinffances 
wherein  they  could  not  agree  ;  and  it  was  nor  uncommon  in  cafes 
of  variance  among!!  the  Jurors,  to  remove  them  from  one  place  to 
another;  as  for  example,  to  bring  them  to  town.  But  in  thefe 
cafes,  there  was  aiways  an  nodal  provided  for  them,  and  they 
were  kept  feparate  from  others,  under  an  officer.  I  have  made 
fome  inquiry  what  might  be  done,  and  the  Sheriffs,  who  had 
forefeen  the  polhbility  of  the  cafe,  did  propofe  that  they  would 
endeavour  to  accommodate  the  Jury  in  this  hcufe.  Whether  that 
can  be  done,  or  whether  we  ean  depart  even  from  that  ftriclnefs, 
which  has  ever  been  held  as  proper  in  thefe  cafes,  and  differ  the 
Jury  to  depart  to  their  own  houfes,  on  the  application  of  the  pri- 
foner, and  the  confent  of  the  profecutor,  taking  their  word  of 
honour,  that  they  would  have  no  communication  with  any  body 

on 
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on  the  fubje&  of  this  trial,  is  a  quefrion  which  I   would  very 
much  with  to  hear. 

Mr.  Sheriff  Earner  faid  that  his  colleague  and  he  had  made  the 
beft  provifion  that  the  place  would  admit  ;  they  had  prepared  a 
room  and  beds. 

Mr.  Erjhine  faid  it  would  be  difficult  to  figure  a  cafe  of  more 
delicacy  than  that  in  which  he  flood  at  that  moment.  The  cliarge 
and  the  evidence  againft  the  prifoner  had  been  given  to  the  jury 
when  they  were  freih,  their  minds  attentive,  and  their  powers  in 
vigour;  furely,  in  common  juftice,  he  ought  to  have  the  Jury  as 
frelh  and  as  capable  of  giving  their  attention  to  his  defence  ;  he 
could  have  no  difficulty  in  laying,  that  the  prifoner  at  the  bar 
was  perfectly  fafe  in  taking  the  fole  word  of  honour  of  each  gen- 
tleman of  the  Jury,  that  they  would  not  be  approached  by  any 
man  living  on  the  fubject  of  this  cafe  ;  he  was  fure,  if  he  could 
not  have  that  confidence  in  their  honours,  he  fhould  have  very 
little  hope  of  addreffing  them  with  fuccefs  in  his  defence,  and  he 
was  nerfuaded  that  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  had  no  objection  to  their 
being  permitted  to  go  home. 

Lord  Prefident.  The  prifoner  muff  afk  it,  it  mufl  come  from 
him  as  an  application. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  With  all  my  heart ;  I  certainly  advife  him  to 
afk  it,  deliring  only  that  the  Jury  fhould  pledge  folemnly  their 
honour  not  to  converle  with  any  perfons  on  the  merits  of  the 
caufe. 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdonald.  The  practice  that  the  Jury 
fhould  never  feparate  was,  that  the  Jury  fhould  give  in  their  ver- 
dict without  any  bias  on  their  mind  ;  but  after  having  fuperinduced 
fuchacafe,  in  which  juftice  cannot  be  done,  that  is,  when  the  powers 
of  the  Jury,  or  the  Bench,  or  the  Witneffes,  poffibly  are  fo  ex- 
haufted,  that  juftice  cannot  be  done*  the  Court  mult  certainly 
look  to  the  prifoner  in  this  cafe.  The  only  thing  I  have  a  doubt 
about,  is,  whether,  if  we  are  under  the  abfolute  r.eceffity  of  de- 
parting in  fome  degree  from  the  Uriel  rule  of  law,  we  fhould  de- 
part from  it  as  little  as  poffibly  could  be. 

Mr.  Baron  Hotham.  The  fituation,  as  Mr.  Erfkine  obferves, 
is  truly  delicate  for  us  all.  No  Jury  ever  did  feparate;  and  as 
confequences  of  the  molt  important  kind  may  follow  from  the 
meafure,  we  ought  to  be  careful.  If  I  muft  fpeak  my  mind,  the 
Jury  fhould  not  feparate,  particularly  as  they  may  be  accommo- 
dated in  the  houfe. 

Mr.  Alderman  Newnham  faid,  he  recollected  a  Jury  that  were 
permitted  to  go  home,  pending  a  trial  ;  he  was  fure  of  it,  for  he 
converfed  with  one  of  them. 

Mr.  Sheriff  Earner  faid  that  beds  and  ma,ttrafTes  were  provided 
for  all  the  Jury. 

L.rd 
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Lord  Chief  J ujlice  Eyre.  Undoubtedly  we  ought  not  to  ftrain 
the  meafure  farther  than  the  rigid  neceiFity  of  public  juttice  would 
bear  them  out ;  if  the  J  ury  can  be  accommodated,  they  ought  not 
to  be  feparated  ;  and,  Gentlemen,  though  it  is  an  hard  duty,  you 
muft  fubmit  to  the  inconvenience.  Mr.  Erfkine,  jn  making  up 
the  record,  it  muft  be  all  as  if  one  day. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  Be  it  fo,  my  Lord;  I  agree  to  whatever  may 
befl  fuit  the  ends  of  public  juftice. 

It  was  fettled,  therefore,  to  adjourn  the  Court  to  eight  o'clock 
next  morning,  and- two  officers  were  fworn  to  take  the  Jury  to 
the  apartments  provided  for  them.     Before  rifing, 

Mr.  Erfkine  flated,  that  the  immenfe  mafs  of  papers  which  had 
taken  Mr.  Attorney  General  nine  hours  togo  through,  had  been 
entirely  kept  from  the  prifoners,  and  from  their  counfel.  They 
had  been  refufed  a  fight  of  them  by  the  Privy  Council  ;  they  had 
been  referred  to  the  Crown,  and  by  the  Crown  referred  to  the 
Judges.  He  thought  it  feafonable  to  fay  now,  "that  when  the 
Counfel  for  the  Crown  had  gone  through  the  whole,  and  had  laid 
the  body  of  their  evidence  on  the  table,  he  fhould  requeft  per- 
miffion  for  an  hour  or  two  to  caft  his  eye  over  the  enormous  mafs 
before  he  opened  his  defence  for  the  prifoner. 

He  trufted  that  as  the  prifoner  had  been  deprived  of  all  his 
papers,  and  as  all  accefs  had  been  denied  to  them  fince,  that 
they  would  not  conlider  this  as  a  great  indulgence. — He  had 
no  defire  to  retard  the  proceeding.  He  had  not  lhewn  any  fuch 
defire  this  day,  for  he  had  never  once  interrupted  them  in  read- 
ing their  volumes  of  papers ;  all  he  mould  require,  was  to  look 
into  the  books  of  which  his  client  had  been  deprived  for  an  hour 
or  two. 

After  fome  converfation,  it  wasunderflood  that  fuch  indulgence 
would  be  given.  \    • 

At  ten  minutes  pad  twelve  o'clock  the  Court  adjourned  to 
ieven   in  the  morning* 


{End  of  the  Fir/}  Day.  ] 
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Wednesday  Morning,  October  28,  1794. 

THE  Court   opened  exactly  at  eight  o'clock. 

Prefent,  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  Lord  Preful.  at,  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron,  Mr.  Baron  Hotham,  Mr.  Juftice  Buller,  and  Mr. 
Juftice  Grofe. 

jf\  (To  Edward  Lauzun.  A  paper  jhewn  him.)  Did  you  find  that 
among  Mr.  Hardy's  papers  ? 

A.  No,  it  was  found  by  Mr.  Gurnell. 

j^.  {To  Mr.  Gurnell.)  Did  you  find  that  among  this  prifoner's 
papers  ? 

A.  I  found  this  among  the  papers  in  Mr.  Hardy's  poffeflion. 

{The  letter  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

Dated  5th  0/  October,  1793-   Signed   Thomas    Hardy;  to  Mr. 

Skirving,  Edinburgh.    (See  page  126  of  this  work.) 

Thomas  Maclean  fworn. 

^.  (A paper fliewn  him.)     Did  you  find  that  at  Mr.  Adams's? 

A.  I  found  it  at  Mr.  Adams's. 

.^.  (To  Grant.)  Look  at  the  indorfement,  and  fee  whether 
you  believe  this  to  be  the  prifoner's  hand  writing. 

A.  I  feem  inclined  to  think  it  is. 

Court.     What  is  the  indorfement  ? 

A.  The  indorfement  is,  To  be  returned  to  the  Committee  on  Thurf. 
day  -next. 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Edinburgh,  Oct.  5,  1793,  figned  W.  Skirving,  Secretary. 
"  Brother  Hardy, 

"  The  letter  and  thefe  papers  will  explain  themfelves.  I 
went  to  a  meeting  the  day  this  mentions,  and  the  determina- 
tion of  the  affociation  is  univerfal  fuffrages  and  annual  parlia- 
ments ;  and  it  was  the  unanimous  defire  and  wifh  of  mat  meet- 
ing, that  two  perfons,  if  poffible,  fhould  be  fent  from  your  fo- 
cieties  in  England,  as  delegates  to  meet  our  dear  Northern 
friends  in  the  enfuing  Convention.  I  muft  defire  that  the  wifh 
of  our  friends  may  be  complied  with,  &c. 

"  If  any  perfon  could  be  elecled,  of  found  principles,  and  a 
clear  underftanding,  fpeaker,  with  a  large  head  and  a  warm 
heart  in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  having  in  view  not  his  own  ag- 
grandifement,  fuch  a  delegate  would  be  of  great  fervice  ;  he  muff, 
be  here  the  29th  of  this  month,  as  the  Convention  meets  on 
that  day,  and  if  my  poor  fervices  can  be  of  fervice,  as  the  other 
delegate,  the  London  Correfponding  Society  may  command  me 
to  fupport  their  interefts  as  far  as  I  am  capable. 

M  Thofe  who  know  me,  know  I  am  no  fpeaker,  much  lefs 
an  orator;  but  this  I  fay,  my  heart  lies  in  the  right  place,  and 
I  hate  and  abhor  all  defpots. 

"  I  am  often  with  our  friend  Muir,  he  bears  his  confine* 
ment  with  a  fortitude  of  foul,  infpired  with  the  genius  of  liberty. 

A  a  I  have 
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I  have  much  to  fay,  but  I  mud  leave;  this  letter  will  be  de- 
livered by  my  fervant,  who  mult  have  a  fpeedy  anfwer,  becaufo 
of  the  approaching  meeting  here  ;  every  thingi  will  communicate 
to  you  from  time  to  time,  withing  fuccefs  to  all  human  butchers. 
I  remember  you,  brother  Hardy. 

"  The  friends  of  the  people  and  of  a  parliamentary  reform, 
in  their  general  committee  of  the  lafl  meeting  in  May,  unani- 
moully  refolved  to  lupport  the  caufe  which  thev  have  eipouftd, 
&c. 

"  The  feveral  focieties  are  now  therefore  called  upon  to  meet, 
in  their  turns,  with  all  convenient  fp'eed,  for  the  purpofe  of 
electing  and  inftructing  their  delegates  in  the  next  general  meet- 
ing, alloc  ia  ted  for  a  general  reform,  &c. 

"  The  delegates  will  therefore  come  up  to  this  meeting,  un- 
limited as  to  the  length  of  it's  fitting,  e\"c.  For  the  friends  of 
the  people  feck  not  their  own  reputation,  but  the  univerfal  good 
of  all,  &c. 

"  The  aflTociated  meetings  in  Edinburgh  will  advertife  their 
place  of  meeting  in  due  time.  (Signed) 

W.  SkirvikgI 
Copy  for  the  vk  of  the  different  divifions  of  the  London  Cor- 
refponding  Society. 

John  Philip  Franklow,  afiiftant  Sec, 
.©.  (To  William    Scott.)     Will    you   tell  us  when  you  found 
that  paper?  (A paper Jhewn  him.) 

A\  It  was  found  among  the  papers  of  William  Skirving,  fe- 
cretary  to  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh. 

j§>.  [To  Alexander  Grant.)  Will  you  tell  us  whether  you  be- 
lieve that  to  be  the  prifoner's  hand-writing  ? 

A.  It  is  in  the  fame  predicament  with  the  other  paper,  I 
never  faw  it  before. 

London,  Oct.  25,  1793,  figned  Thomas  Hardy.  AddrefTed 
to  Mr.  William  Skirving,  Head  of  the  Horfe  Wine,  Edin- 
burgh. 

"  Dear  Sir, 
"  Accoid ing  to  promife,  I  have  this  day  to  acquaint  you,  that 
we  had  yefterday  a  general  meeting  of  the  London  Correfponding 
Society,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into  confideration  your  kind, 
intention  of  our  fending  two  delegates  to  the  Convention  at  Edin- 
burgh. The  fociety  have  made  choice  of  Maurice  Margarot  and 
Jofeph  Gerald,  who  will  be  with  you  fhqrtly.  For  the  recital  of 
curious  incidents  attendant  on  our  meetings,  I  will  refer  you  to 
the  delegates  themfelves.  Sir,  I  am  your  mofi  refpeclful 
friend  and  well-wifher, 

Thomas  Hardy,   No.  9,  Piccadilly. '\ 

£}.  (To  Scott.     A  paper  jhewn  him.)     Tell  us  where  that  paper 

was  found.  ,     4*.  \\ 
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A-.   It  was  alio  found  among  Mr.  Skirving's  papers. 

Mr.  Gibbs.'    You  found  it  yonrfelf  ? 

A.  I  did  not ;  I  ihall  explain  'the  way  they  came  into  my  pof- 
pdlTeffion  :  On  the  4th  of  December,  the  proceedings  oi  the  Con- 
vention had  attradled  the  notice  of  thofe  in  Edinburgh  that  had  the 
charge  of  public  affairs — 

Mr.  Gibbs.  We  only  want  to  know  whether  you  faw  it  found. 

A.  I  did  not  fee  it  found.  There  was  a  warrant  ifTued,  and  the 
papers  were  brought  from  Mr.  Skirving's  lodgings  to  the  office 
where  Mr.  Skirving  was,  in  a  bag. 

Court.  Then  the  fir  ft  time  you  faw  any  thing  of  thefe  papers 
was,  when  it  was  produced  to  the  office,  brought  by  aperfon  in  a 
bag? 

A.    Yes. 

Mr.  Bower.  And  Mr.  Skirving  was  prefent  when  it  was 
opened  ? 

J.   Yes. 

Court.  He  hath  proved  that  a  warrant  having  been  ifTued  to 
apprehend  Skirving,  there  was  a  fealed  bag  brought  to  the  office, 
and  Skirving  was  prefent  when  the  fealed  ba;r  was  opened. 

jP.  (To  Mr.  Grant.  A pnperfoewn  hint.  Do  you  believe  that 
tobe  the  prifoner's  hand-wnting  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  believe  it. 

i£.    Do  you  know  any  of  the  others  there  mentioned  r 

A.    I  do  not,   I  never  faw  any  of  the  parties. 

Dated  General  Meeting,  October  the  24th,  1793. 

"  Articles  of  Inftruction  given  to  Citizen  Jofeph  Gerald,  dele- 
. gate  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  to  the  enfuing  Con- 
vention at  Edinburgh,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  thorough 
parliamentary  reform. 

"  Firlf  He  lliall  not  on  any  account  depart  from  the  original 
object  and  principles  of  this  iociety,  namely,  the  obtaining  an- 
nual parliaments  and  imiverial  fuffrage,  by  rational  and  lawful 
means. 

"  Secondly.  He  is  directed  to  fupport  the  opinion  that  repre- 
fentatives  in  parliament  ought  to  be  paid  by  their  conftituents; 

"  Thirdly.  That  the  election  of  fhefiffs  ought  to  be  with  the 
people. 

"  Fourthly.  That  Juries  ought  to  be  chofen  by  lot. 

"  Fifthly.  That  active  means  ought  to  be  ufed  to  make 
every  ma^acquainted  with  the  rights  and  duties  of  a  juryman. 

"  Sixtnly.  That  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  op  all  occalions  irwAl 
be  fupported. 

"  Seventhly.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  refit  any  act  of 
parliament,  repugnant  to  theoriginal  principles  f  the  conftitution. 

Aa  2  »*  Eighthly. 
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"  Eighthly.  That  this  fociety,  confiq'ering  all  party  names 
and  diftin£f.ions  as  hoftile  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  people,  do 
forbio  their  delegates  to  affuimeany  thing  of  that  nature. 

"  Ninthly,  i  hat  the  delegates  lhall  be  pun  dual  and  frequent 
in  their  correfpondence  with  this  fociety. 

Richard  Hodgson,  Chairman, 
Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary.'* 
J|\  (To  Scott.     Two  other  papers  jheivn  him.)  Where  did  you 
find  thefe  ? 

A.  Thefe  are  two  other  papers  which  were  found  in  the  fame 
manner  ;  both  thefe  were  found  at  the  fame  time. 

j£>.  ( To  Mr.  Grant.  The  papers  Jhezvn  him.  J  Look  at  them, 
and  ke  if  it  is  the  iignature  ol  the  prifoner? 

A.  It  is  the  fame  as  the  other,  I  never  faw  them  before. 

(The  frji  paper  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Dated  October  24,  1793.  "  At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Lon- 
don Correlponding  fociety,  held  at  Citizen  Breillat's,  Hackney 
Road.  This  is  to  certify,  that  Maurice  Margarot  was  this  day 
duly  elected  a  delegate  to  the  enfuing  Convention  to  be  held 
at  Edit. burgh,  lor  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  thorough  reform 
in  parliament,  and  equal  representation  of  Great  Britain. 

Richard  Hodgson,  Chairman, 
Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary." 
(The  fecond  paper  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Dated  Oct.  24,  1793.    "  At  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Lon- 
don Correfponding  Society,   held  at  Citizen  Breillat's,  Hackney 
Road.     This  is  to  certify,  that  Jnfeph  Gerald  was  this  day  duly 
eltcled  a  delegate  to  reprefent  this  fociety  in  the  enfuing  Conven- 
tion to  be  held   at  Edinburgh,    for  the  purpofe  of    obtaining  a 
thorough  reform  in  Parliament,  and  equal  Rcprefentation  ot  the 
People.  Richard  Hodgson,  Chairman, 

Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary." 
Q  (To  Mr.  Scott.)     Was  this  found  in  the  fame  way  ? 
A.  Yes,  at  the  fame  time  and  in  the  fame  manner. 
j£.  (To  Air.  Grant.)  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  prifoner 's 
hand  writing  r 

A.  Yes,  I  believe  it  is. 

[Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
London,  Nov.  8,  1793,  ligned  Thomas  Hardy,  and  addreffed  to 
Mr.  Margarot  and  Mr.  Gerald,  delegates  of  London. 
"  Fellow  Citizens,  London,  Nov.  8,  1793. 

"  I  duly  received  your  favour  of  the  4th  inftant,  and  laid  it  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Delegates  Iaft  night,  who  were  anxioufly 
waiting  for  intelligence  from  Edinburgh,  and  were  well  fatisfied 
with  the  agreeable  account  of  the  great  number  and  zeal  of  the 
friends  of  freedom  in  Scotland. — That  part  of  your  letter  which 

mentioned 
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mentioned  your  vifiting  different  towns  in  Scotland,  for  pro- 
moting the  caufe — they  were  pleafec!  with  the  idea,  but  they 
thought  that  it  cou'd  not  be  put  in  practice  on  account  of  the  ne- 
celfary  fupplies,  which  come  in  bin  very  (lowly — it  is  to  be  men- 
tioned in  the  different  divisions. — We  have  elected (by 

ballot)  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the  remainder  of  the 
qaarter — we  have  alfo  appointed  a  Committee  of  Confutation, 
ieparate  from  the  Committee  of  Delegates— one  member  is 
chofen  from  each  divifion  to  meet  on  this  night  for  the  firft  time, 
and  to  be  totally  unconnected  with  the  Committee  of  Delegates. 
— We  ftill  increafe  in  number — and  the  addrefs  to  the  King,  to 
put  an  end  to  the  war,  is  ordered  to  beadvertifed  to  receive  figna- 
tures — in  the  Courier,  Chronicle,  Ayre's  Sunday  Gazetteer,  af- 
terwards by  hand-bills,  &c.     We  have  opened  a  correfpondence 

with  a  new  fociety  at .     J  have  to  inform  you  of  the 

wifh  of  the  fociety,  that  you  would  favour  them  with  the  number 
of  delegates  in  the  convention,  and  the  number  from  England 
alfo,  and  how  the  civil  and  military  power  relifhes  youi  meeting. 
And  that  you  would  fend  fuch  a  report  from  the  convention  as 
might  appear  in  the  newfpapers  in  London.  S?nd  me  an  Edin- 
burgh Gazetteer,  when  there  is  any  thing  in  it  of  importance.  I 
would  have  fent  you  a  Courier,  but  they  informed  mc  that  they 
fent  feveral  to  the  coffee- houfes  and  taverns  in  Edinburgh;  tor  that 
reafon  I  thought  it  unneceffary.  I  hope  tohave  more  time  to  writs 
to  you  more  fully  next  time.  As  Murray  fays  the  pott  is  juft  go- 
ing off,  no  more  at  prefent  from 

— ■  Secretary. 

AddrefTed, 

Mr.  Margarot,  and    "1     Delegates  from 
Me.  Gerald,  J     London."- 

Jf\  (To  Mr.  Grant.  A  paper  jhewn  him.)  Do  you  believe 
that  paper  to  be  the  prifbner's  hand  writing  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  believe  it  is. 

(Read by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Dated  London,  Nov.  15, 1793.   Signed  Thokias  Hardy  fecretarv, 

and  addreifed  to    Citizen    Margarot,    and    Citizen  Gerald, 

delegates. 

"  Fellow  Citizens, 

"  I  received  your  official  letter  of  the  7th  and  12th,  and 
Maurice  Margarot's  private  letter  ail  in  due  courfe.  At  tne  Com- 
mittee of  Delegates  iaft  night,  after  hearing  the  report  of  different 
delegates,  the  rapid  courfe  of  new  influx,  there  were  feveral 
places  mentioned  for  new  divifionsof  the  London  Correfponding 
Society  to  meet  at. 

"  Some  have  already  taken  place,  others  will  next  week. 
Your  official  letter  was  read  and  much  approved  of,  and  copies 

of 
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of  it  taken  for  the  life  of  different  divilions.  It  feems  to  be  the 
general  with  of  the  different  divilions  of  the  fociety  for  you  to 
continue  as  long  as  you  can  be  of  ufe  to  the  caufe  ;  but  it  all  de- 
pends on  the  thing  neceflary,  money.  We  have  hit  on  an  expe- 
dient which  we  mean  to  put  in  practice  in  two  or  three  days,  that 
promifes  fair  to  bring  in  a  confiderable  refource. 
.  "  I  (hall  inform  you  of  it  in  my  next.  Thofe  whom  you  gavedi- 
re&iontocall  upon  have  fallen  alio  far  ihort  of  that  liberality  which 
you  expected.  The  committee  gave  me  orders  to  tranfmit  to.  you 
twelve  guineas.  I  have  enclofed  you  a  draft  on  Sir  William 
Forbes  and  Company  for  that  fum.  There  was  another  report 
of  Mr.  Froft  being  to  be  pilloried  on  Tuefday  or  Wednefday, 
but  it  happened  on  Wednefday  that  Charles  Leflie  flood  In  the 
pillory  for  a  crime  too  (hocking  to  mention,  ccc. 

"  1  have  only  given  you  a  fiimmary  account  of  our  proceed- 
ings, but  you  know  how  I  am  fituated  both  in  the  day  and  in  the 
evenings,  that  I  cannot  command  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  myfelf, 
therefore  I  hope  you  will  excufe  me  for  being  laconic. 

"  I  have  made   the  fituation  of  Mr.  Muir  as  public  as  I  can. 
I  remain  your  fellow  labourer  in  the  good  caufe, 

Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary." 

*'  P.  S.  Friend  Margaror,  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  your  bufi- 
nefs  which  you  left  for  me  to  execute  before  you  left  London. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  fee  that  Gentleman  whom  you  men- 
tioned in  your  lait,  neither  do  I  expect  that  I  lhali  this  three 
weeks." 

£K  ('To  Scott.  ApapcrfimvnLim.)  Were  thefe  two  found  in 
the  lame  manner  : 

A.  Yes,  in  the  fame  manner  and  at  the  fame  time. 

^v;  C^0  Grant.)  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  prifoner's  hand 
writing  f 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

London,  Nov.  22,  1793.  Signed  Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary, 
addrelfed  to  Maurice  Margarot  and  Jofeph  Gerald,  Delegates. 

*'.'  I  duly  received  your  letters  of  the  12th  and  28th  inffanr, 
which  I  laid  before  the  Committee  lull  night.  After  reading  and 
deliberating  on  them  maturely,  they  refolved  that  you  fhould  con- 
tinue at  your  poll  till  you  hear  from  me  officially,  after  "the  next 
meeting  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  Delegates;  by  that 
time  we  may  form  fome  idea  what  fuccefs  we  are  likely  to  meet 
with  ;  from  advertifements  and  circular  letters,  we  entertain  high 
hopes  of  being  liberally  affifted  by  the  friends  of  freedom.  A 
circular  letter  was  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the  different  Societies  in 
England  with  which  we  correfpond,  inviting  them  to  fend  de- 
legates to  Scotland.  Your  objection  to  forming  a  new  Confti- 
tution,  and  yourabfence,  was  not  by  them  reckoned  well.     It  is 

very 
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very  poffible  it  w  ill  not  be  put  in  execution  before  your  return* 
for  it  will  be  maturely  investigated  by  all  the  divifions  before  it 
is  agreed  to.  You  will  herewith  receive  a  drait  for  12/.  12s.  on 
Sir  William  Forbes  and  Co.  1  will  fend  you  a  few  of  the  En- 
glifhman's  Rights,  with  a  few  other  traces.  We  have  not  near 
enough  for  the  orders  we  have  from  the  country,  and  our  own 
are  nearly  out  of  print.  1  lhall  direct  them  to  the  perfon  to 
whom  I  dire&ed  your  letter.     I  am  for  the  Society, 

"  Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary.; 
«  Mr.  Froft  is  very  ill." 

£>.  ( To  Scott.  A  paper  fie wn  him.  J  This  was  found  in  the 
fame  way  ? 

A.  It  was. 

i£.  (To  Gratit.)  Look  at  the  fignature,  and  fee  if  that  is  his 
hand  writing? 

A.  It  is. 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Dated  London,    November   29,   1793,    figned  Thomas  Hardy, 

Secretary,  addreifed   to  Maui  ice  Margarot   and    Joieph  Ge- 
rald, Delegates. 
"  Citizens, 

"  I  am  dciired  by  the  general  committee  to  make  you  ac- 
quainted with  our  determination  relative  to  your  Hay  in'  Scotland, 
which  is,  that  you  are  both  to  remain  at  your  prefent  pods  till 
the  Convention  adjourn.  The  12/.  %2s.  I  am  afraid  is  mifcarried, 
othervvife  doubt  not  you  would  have  acknowledged  the  receipt, 
&c. 

u  We  are  highly  pleafed  with  the  piopofaTs  of  union  with  our 
northern  brethren,  and  beg  you  will  ufe  every  exertion  on  your 
part  to  eflablifli  fo  deiirahle  an  union  on  a  firm  anil  permanent 
bafis  ;  it  gives  us  gr*at  pleafure  and  encouragement  to  hear  that 
the  fpirit  of  liberty  is  in  fo  flourishing  a  Rate  in  the  north,  and  I 
am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  fame  noble  fpirit  is  making  a 
rapid  progrefs  ifi  the  fouth.  We  are  furry  to  hear  of  your  lad 
Hate  of  health.  Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary. 

"  We  have  not  had  any  account  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Muir, 
though  we  have  ufed  every  means  in  our  power.'' 

j£.  (To  Gurnell.  A  paper  fhewn  him.)  Tell  ds  where  you  found 
that  r 

A.   I  found  it  in  Mr.  Hardy's  poiTeffion. 

(The  letter  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court. ) 
Dated  Edinburgh,  Tuefday,  December  %  170?.    Signed  jofeph 

Gerd  and  Maurice  Mftrgatot,  Delegates, addreifed  toMr. Hardy* 

"    ClTlZKN 

*'  We  received  laft  niglit  a  letter  figned  by  you,  but  written  by 
another  perfun,  acquainting   us  with  the  deter  mi-nation,  of   tu8 

committet. 
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committee,  "  that  at  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention  we 
fhould  return  immediately  to  London  ;"  this  determination  we 
will  undoubtedly  conform  unto,  imlefs  it  be  (as  we  hope  and 
tru([  it  will)  contradicted  in  your  next  ;  for  if  the  Committee 
abides  by  it,  we,  who  by  being  on  the  fpot,  and  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  Rate  of  the  country,  can  judge  with  certainty 
thereon,  do  allure  you  that  our  immediate  return  to  London  will  be 
attended  with  very  bad  confequences,  lor  at  prefent  all  the  coun- 
try focieties  lookup  to  us  to  come  among  them  to  enliven,  to  en- 
courage them,  to  convince  them  by  cur  prefence,  that  we  exifl,  that  we 
have  been  fent  from  England  for  the  purpofe  of  union  and  Reform, 
and  that  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  fuch  Reform  muji  take  place. 
Nothing,  dear  friends,  mull  force  us  from  Scotland  at  prefent, 
but  the  abfolute  impoffihility  of  bearing  the  expences  attending 
our  million,  and  thole  expences  may  be  fomewhat  leflened  by  re- 
calling one  of  us,  and  leaving  the  other  ;  our  Norwich  friends 
may  likevvife  bear  a  part  of  them,  (6  that  unlefs  the  funds  of  the 
fociety  are  very  low  indeed,  noexcufe  for  reoal  can  be  valid,  un- 
lefs founded  on  fear;  and  that  we  mult  remind  you  is  our  concern, 
rot  your's.  While,  therefore,  the  idea  of  uniting  our  fociety  with 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland  affords  you  a  pleafing  profpecl,  let 
us  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  cement  that  union;  and  this 
tan  only  be  done  by  a  longer  refidence  in  the  country,  and  by  vi- 
fitingthe  feveral  focieties  that  have  fent  delegates  to  Edinburgh, 
and  would  think  themfelves  ill  ufed  if  we  did  not  take  their  town 
in  our  way.  Confider  of  it  therefore,  we  befeech  you,  and  let 
us  have  your  anfwer  immediately. 

**  The  convention  proceed  with  great  fpirit.  We  fit  daily; 
and  la(t  week  we  came  to  a  refolution,  which  we  fancy  \\\\\  giver 
pleafure  to  every  friend  to  Reform;  as  the  minutes  are  to  be  print- 
ed, we  will,  at  prefent,  only  give  you  the  heads  of  it;  viz. 

"  That  mould  any  attempt  be  made  by  government  for  the 
fnfpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Bill,  the  introduction  of  a  Con- 
vention Bill,  or  the  landing  of  foreign  troops  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  the  delegates  are  immediately  to  aflemble  in  Convention 
at  a  certain  place,  the  appointment  of  which  is  leit  with  a  Secret 
Committee.  That  when  feven  delegates  fhall  be  thus  adembled, 
they  fhall  declare  themfelves  permanent;  and  when  their  number 
amounts  to  twenty-one,  they  fhall  proceed  to  bufineff .  Thus  yoti 
fee  we  are  providing  againft  what  may  happen. 

',*  Citizen  Gerald's  health  is  fo  far  recovered  as  not  to  prevent 
him  from  fully  attending  his  duty.  We  cannot  fay  as  much  of 
Citizen  Sinclair,  from  the  Society  for  Conflitutional  Information; 
he  has  been  confined  to  his  bed  ever  lince  S  iturday  with  a  violent 
fever  and  fore  throat ;  he  is  fomewhat  better  this  morning.  He 
is  a  valuable  young  man  ;  and,  Ihould  he  die,  his  lofs  would  be 

fevercly 
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feverely  Felt ;  not  indeed  by  his  condiments,  who  have  bafely 
abandoned  him,  but  bv  all  the  friends  of  freedom.  He  is  a 
member  of  our  Society,  and  we  recommend  him  to  your  no- 
tice. 

"  You  will  before  this  have  received  our  lad  of  the  26th  in- 
ftant,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  qf  the  23d,  to- 
gether with  a  remittance  of  12/.  12s.  Onr  time  is  fo  conltantly 
employed  that  we  find  it  abfolutely  impoffible  as  yet  to  write  to 
you  more  than  once  a  week,  nnd  even  that  on  no  fixed  day  ; 
eighteen  hours  out  of  the  four-and-twenty  are  devoted  topuMic 
bufinefs,  and  you  may  red  aflnred  they  are  not  rnis-fpent.  We 
are  happy  to  hear  that  you  go  on  as  well  in  the  South  as  we  do 
in  the  North  —  Letters  convey  bui  veryimperfecllyi  and  wit  j  ho 
great  degree  of  fafety,  what  we  might  ivijh  to  inform  each  other  of. 
You  have  d<me  us  a  rnateriaj  injury  by  neglecting  to  fend  us  a 
parcel  of  our  publications,  and  a  number  of  copies  of  the  Jury- 
men's Right ;  pray  do  not  delay  them  any  longer,  and  among  them 
fome  of  the  letters  to  Dun  las.  We  lent  you  an  Edinburgh 
Gazetteer  lad:  week,  we  will  fend  you  another  to-morrow;  you 
will  therein  fee  part  of  what  has  paded  in  the  Convention. 
"  We  remain  mod  fincerely, 

"  Your  fellow  labourers  in  the  catlfe  of  Rerorm, 
"  Joseph  Gerald,  Delegate. 
"  Maurice  Margarot,  Delegate- 

"  M.  M.  would  be  glad  to  receive  a  line  from  T.  H.  about 
private  bulinefs  of  his  own." 

Mr.  Bozver.  My  Lord,  we  row  propofe  to  proceed  to  read 
the  proceedings.of  the  Scotch  Convention. 

j^>.  (To  Mr.  Scott. J  'Was  this  paper  found  in  the  fame  v\ay 
and  manner  as  you  have  already  dated  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  was. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  I  confefs  I  am  not  verv  anxious  to  fiuit  out  any 
evidence  which  the  learned  Gentlemen  for  the  Crown  have  yet 
offered  tor  the  confideration  of  the  Jury.  But  as  the  cafe  dands 
at  prefent,  the  evidence  is  thus;  this  fociely  was  formed,  the  ob- 
ject of  it's  formation  has  been  read  to  you  in  evidence,  fubject  to 
fuch  conftruclion  as  the  Gentlemen  of  ihe  Jury  ihail  be  difpofed 
to  put  on  it,  in  connection  with  all  the  red  of  the  evidence. 
They  appoint  two  Delegates  to  attend  this  Edinburgh  Conven- 
tion, and  your  Lordihips  will  have  the  goodnefs  alfo  to  recol- 
lect, that  the  holding  of  thai  Convention  is  not  the  act  charged 
in  this  record,  it  otdy  imputes  guilt  to  the  defendant  now  at  the 
bar,  for  being  one  of  thofe  who  affembled  to  concert  meafure's  for 
calling  afterwards  another  convention  of  the  people.  We  have 
it  in  evidence  recently,  becaufe  we  have  all  heard  it  within  thefe 
hve  minutes,  that  thefe  two  Gentleonen,  v/ha  w,ere  appointed  to 
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fcprefent  the  Conefponding  Society,  had  inftruclions  given  them 5 
thefe  inftruclions  directed  thefe. delegates,  as  the  court  has  heard, 
to  purfue  clofely  thefe  rules  and  inftruclions  of  the  fociety, 
which  have  been  made  public  to  the  court  in  evidence;  therefore 
if  it  (hould  turn  out  in  the  proceedings  now  propoled  to  be  read, 
(which  I  do  not  know  that  they  have,  nor  do  I  care  whether  they 
have  or  no)  that  the  delegates  ordered  to  act  under  the  rules  and 
inftruclions  of  this  fociety,  did  what  many  honeft  men  may  do, 
and  wliat  many  honeft  men  have  done  in  the  moment  of  heat  and 
irritation,  written  any  thing,  faid  any  thing,  done  any  thing,  that 
in  their  cooler  moments  they  could  not  approve;  nay,  I  will 
go  farther  and  fay,  if  Mr.  Margarot  had  faid  or  done  any  thing 
not  within  the  fcope  of  the  inftruclions  given  him,  which  in- 
ltruclions  have  been  read  in  evidence,  and  which  refer  to  the 
institutions  of  the  feciety  which  have  been  read  in  evidence,  I 
humbly  maintain  that  it  cannot  affecl  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  it 
can  affecl  him  in  no  way,  and  your  Lordfhip  will  permit  me  to 
recall  this  to  the  ferious  attention  of  the  court.  The  defendant 
is  charged  with  no  acl  here  of  the  Edinburgh  Convention,  he  is 
charged  with  an  adl  here,  which  if  I  could  permit  myfelf  to  think 
h;m  to  be  guilty  of,  although  I  mull  ftaud  here  to  do  my  duty  un- 
queftionably  in  defending  him,  yet  I  fhould  do  it  in  a  manner  very 
different  from  that  which  I  fhall  adopt  for  his  defence ;  he  is 
charged  with  having  compalfed  and  imagined  the  death  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  whofe  life  is  dear  to  all  of  \\sy  and  to 
prove  that  the  prifoner  from  the  beginning  had  that  wicked  in- 
tention, for  that  is  the  point,  the  intention  muft  be  confidered 
through  the  whole  of  the  proceedings,  the  evidence  fhould  be 
clear,  and  refer  to  the  acl  ittelf  ;  but  no  acl:  can  be  given  in  evi- 
dence that  does  go  to  ihew  that  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  had 
that  wicked  compaffing  in  his  own  breaft  at  the  time  that  the  acl 
was  committed. 

I  admit,  that  if  they  can  fliew  that  any  inftruclions  were 
given  to  thtfe  two  men  who  attended  this  convention,  which  in- 
ftruclions carry  on  the  face  of  them,  or  whether  they  carry  on 
the  face  of  them  or  no,  carry  any  evidence  of  that  wicked  inten- 
tion ;n  the  way  which  this  indictment  imputes  to  him,  or  any 
tiling  that  approaches  towards  it,  then  the  Coimfel  for  the  Crown 
will  be  right.  I  do  not  make  this  objection  from  any  appre- 
henfion  of  the  importance  of  the  prefent  queftion.  I  have  no 
defire  to  make  captious  objections,  1  think  we  have  already  given 
proofs  that  we  have  no  wilh  for  fuch  a  practice.  My  friend 
Mr.  Gibbs  and  myfelf  have  fat  in  filence  while  many  of  thefe  pa- 
pers have  been  read  in  evidence. Your  Lordfhip  muft  agree,  that  we 
have  given  no  trouble  to  ths  court,  nor  do  I  intend  to  give  unne- 
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ceffary  trouble  to  the  court ;  all  that  I  wifh  is,  that  nothing  of 
this  fort  fhould  pafs,  fo  that  the  juft  rules  of  evidence  fhould  not 
be  done  away.  I  do  not  know  what  it  is,  very  probably  I  am 
wafting  my  own  breath  and  your  Lordfhip's  time  in  the  objec- 
tion, it  may  be  of  no  confequence  when  I  come  to  hear  it,  for 
that  the  thing  itfelfmay  convey  no  intelligence.  But  when  I 
ftand  here  not  only  defending  the  prifoner's  life,  but  my  own 
life,  nay,  the  life  of  all  the  people  of  England,  I  mull  take  care 
that  the  drift  rules  of  evidence  be  preferved  inviolate. 

All  that  I  mean  to  fay  is  this  ;  if  finally,  from  the  nature  and 
qualitv  of  the  paper,  it  can  be  proved  that  it  was  fomething  that 
Mr.  Hardy  was  confonant  to  ;  if  they  can  (hew  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  Convention  in  Edinburgh  are  known  to  him, 
then  my  objection  falls  to  the  ground  in  this  refpect. 

Lord  Prefuient.  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  Counfel  for 
the  profecution  mean  to  do  that,  otherwife  the  convention  of 
Edinburgh  can  be  nothing  to  the  prifoner.  Thtf  is  the  act  of  a 
body  to  which  this  prifoner  fent  perfons  to  act  in  his  name  \  he 
may  objedt  afterwards  that  they  exceeded  their  commiffion  j 
I  conceive  it  was  a  fact  peribnal  to  himfelf,  and  known 
to  him  ;  therefore  I  think  that  would  be  an  obfervation  on  the 
act ;  there  has  been  enough  faid,  in  my  opinion,  to  prove  that  the 
evidence  fhould  be  heard,  the  application  when  heard  was  ano- 
ther thing,  I  think  the  evidence  ought  to  be  heard. 

(The  evidence  was  then  accordingly  read.)  ■ 
Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Convention  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  held  at  Edinburgh,  and  of  their  Gene- 
ral Committee,  convened  in  confequence  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Englifh  Delegates,  and  of  Citizens  Hamilton  Rowan  and 
Simon  Butler  from  Ireland,  as  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
narrative. 

"  October  29,  1793.  In  the  fir  ft  day's  fitting  of  the  convene 
tion,  Mr.  Calender  moved,  "  That  this  convention  icfolve  to 
claim  for  themfelves  and  their  conltituents  the  right  of  univerfal 
fuffrage  and  annual  parliaments." 

"  At  the  fame  fitting  a  letter  was  read  from  the  four  united 
Societies  of  Ireland. 

"  Mr.  Skirving  read  the  thanks  of  the  general  meeting  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  at  the  Free  Mafon's  Tavern,  dated  Lon- 
don, 1 8th  May  1793,  as  returned  by  them  to  the  Convention  of 
Delegates  at  Edinburgh,  for  their  zeal  and  activity  in  the  qaufe 
of  Parliamentary  Reform.  He  alfo  read  a  iimilar  letter  from 
Mr.  D.  Stuart,  dated  London,  5th  October  1 793;  another  dated 
London,  25th  October,    1793,   respecting  the  appointment  of 
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"  Mr.  Skirving  next  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Binney,  fecretary 
to  the  Aflbciation  at  London,  dated  Frith  ftreet,  No.  7,  October 
16th,  179?,. 

"  Mi.  Carnage  read  a  letter  from  the  Conftitutional  Society  at 
Sheffield,  dated  the  27th  oi  May  1793,  and  figned fe- 
cretary, upon  the  whole  objects  oi  reform  in  general,  containing 
fome  humourous  remarks  ou  ti'e  arguments  advanced  by  the 
enemies  of  reform,  which  were  received  with  great  approbation. 
— Mr.  Skirving  next  read  the  printed  paper  coutaii  ed  in  the  faid 
letter,  addreffed  to  the  unemployed  artiians,  &c.  o{  Manchefter, 
and  containing  a  number  of  excellent  remarks  up;  n  the  calami- 
ties of  war;  figned — Sidney. 

"Edinburgh,  Nov.  6th,  1793.  In  ihe  General  Committee, 
Citizen  Urquhart  in  the  chair,  it  appears,  that  a  ciuzm,  one  of 
the  Edinburgh  delegates,  having  moved  that  the  London  delegates 
iliould  date  the  fituation  of  ti-.er  focieties,  Citizen  Mar- 
garot  anfwered,  "  That  the  focieties  in  London  were  very  nu- 
merous, though  fometimes  fluctuating.  In  fome  parts  of  Eng- 
land whole  towns  are  reformers  ;  Sheffield,  :md  environs  there, 
50,000. — In  Norwich  there  are  thirty  focieties  in  one. — If  we 
could  get  a  Convention  of  England  and  Scotland  called,  we 
might  rep  re  fen  t  lix  or  (even  hundred  thoufand  males,  which  is  a 
majority  of  all  the  adults  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  mini  (try  would 
not  dare  to  refufe  us  our  rights. — Citizen  Margarot  hoped,  that 
recalling  their  delegates  would  ttrike  terror  into  their  enemies, 
and  while  we  behaved  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  we 
need  not  be  afraid." 

"  Citizen  Buiier  then  faid,  he  did  not  know  how  far  he  was 
at  liberty  to  fay  any  thing,  as  be  was  not  a  dt legate  ;  but  he  "  ould 
give  an  account  of  Ireland  :  the  executive  pari  of  the  government 
were  aimed:  omnipotent ;  the  landed  intereft  almoft  arillocratic  ; 
the  manufacturer  idle, — Laft  parliament  was  expected  to  have 
given  Ireland  emancipation  ;  however  that  profprcf.  was  flatter- 
ing, a  few  weeks  changed  thefcene. — An  infamous  coalition  took 
place  between  the  oppofitio'n  and  minidry  ;  (he  Catholics  retired 
with  what  they  had  got. — No  longer  oppoled  by  them,  the  go-  ' 
vemment  turned  th  ir  oppreffive  meafures  againfr  the  friends  of 
reform. — The  united  Irishmen  were  profecuted  ;  he  himfelf  had 
experienced  fix  months  imprifonment. — Belfalt  was  declared  to 
be  in  a  {tare  of  rebellion — though  freedom  was  not  cried  up  in 
the  ftreets,  yet  it  dwelt  in  almofr.  every  heart. — Univcrfal  eman- 
cipation was  the  meafure  for  which  he  was  an  advocate. — All 
that  he  knew  o£  the  country  was,  that  the  fir  if  day  his  friend  was 
in  Edinburgh  he  was  arretted,  for  nothing  that  he  knew,  except 
it  was  for  being  lb  wicked  as  to  come  here. — In  Scotland  they 
yet  met  in  convention  ^  in  Ireland  the  parliament  had  enacted 
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laws  againft  it.     When  a  law  like  that  fhould  take  place  here, 
he  was  afraid  freedom  would  vanifh. 

"  Mr.  Calender  faid,  that  he  hoped  thofe  that  would  pafs 
fuch  an  a£l  of  parliament  fhould  be  forced  to  eat  it ;  and  hoped 
that  Scotland  and  England  would  not  fubrnit  to  it. 

"  Citizen  Gerald  faid,  that  he  came  here  armed  with  the 
power  of  Delegation — if  our  neighbour's  houie  is  on  fire,  the 
greater  fhould  be  our  vigilance  to  prevent  the  flames  feizing  our 
own — a  parchment  piece  of  juftice  had  been  prefented  in  Ire- 
land ;  he  hoped  that  if  ever  it  was  palled  here,  we  fhould  throw 
it  in  the  face  of  our  oppreffors.  Every  thing  the  people  had 
gained  had  been  through  Conventions — the  Revolution  was  the 
confequence  of  a  Convention — the  Revolution  eftabliihed,  that 
truft  abufed  was  revocable — the  Revolution  excluded  all  place- 
men and  penfiuners — do  we  enjoy  any  benefit  from  that  act  ?  It 
made  miniflers  refponfible — how  many  bad  minifters  have  we 
feen  go  down  to  the  grave  in  peace,  and  honoured  v\ith  all  the 
dignities  a  king  can  confer  !  Union  would  carry  our  principles 
into  execution  ;  a  Cilizenfrom  Ireland  told  you,  that  as  foon  as 
the  alarm  bell  was  rung,  the  oppoiition  joined  theminifter  ;  par- 
ty is  ever  a  bird  of  prey,  and  the  people  their  banquet."  The 
Secretary  ftated  to  the  meeting,  that  an  order  had  come  down  for 
removing  the  conviits,  but  to  what  place,  or  when,  it  was  not 
known  :  he  thought  it  was  to  raife  a  tumult  by  which  our  Con- 
vention might  be  flopped. 

*l  November  19,  1793.  On  the  firft  i'ay's  fitting  of  theCcn- 
vention  after  it  was  refumed,  Mr.  Margarot  moved,  *'•  That 
previous  to  publishing  an  addrefs  to  the  public,  a  Committee  be 
forthwith  appointed  toconlider  the  means,  and  draw  up  the  out- 
lines of  a  plan  of  general  union  and  co-operation  between  the  two 
nations  in  their  conltitutional  purfuit  of  a  thorough  parliamentary 
reform,"  which  was  unanimoufiy  agreed  to. 

'*  The  minutes  of  the  fecond clay's  fitting  bear,  "That  Citizen 
Gerald  vindicated  the  plan  of  divifions,  as  tending  to  enable  the 
Convention  to  make  up  their  minds  upon  the  bufinefs  to  come 
before  them."  Mr.  Margarot  vindicated  the  plan,  as  tending  to 
fhorten  the  bufinefs  of  the  Convention,,  and  in fi fled  that  the  fa- 
miliar intercourfe  that  would  take  place  inthefe  divifions,  would 
be  the  chief  ufe  of  them. 

"  Another  Delegate  fhewed  the  neceffity  and  importance  of 
the  plan  of  organization,  and  iniifled  that  the  divifions  were  ne- 
ceffary,  and  that  the  lois  of  a  day  or  two  was  of  no  confideration, 
compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the  o'bjedt. 

"  Mr.  Margarot  promi fed,  in  the   name  of  himfelf  and  his 
colleagues  from  England,  that  they  would  grudge  no  time  to  ex- 
ecute 


C    198    ] 

ecute  with  propriety   the  important  bufinefs  they   Were  come 
upon. 

"  The  Delegate  from  Sheffield  rofe  to  remove  any  remaining 
objections  that  might  be  made  againft  the  plan.  He  urged,  that 
the  grand  point  in  railing  a  good  fuperftructure  was  to  lay  a  good 
foundation  ;  to  do  which  no  time  fhould  be  grudged  ;  and  (hewed 
the  great  utility  of  the  plan  in  the  nomination  of  Committees. 

"  And  the  Convention  were  accordingly  divided  into  divifions, 
and  places  appointed  for  their  meetings. 

"  Mr.  Margaroi  now  moved,  "That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  confider  of  and  draw  up  a  proper  plan  of  union  between  the 
two  nations,  according  to  the  resolution  of  yeiterday." 

**  In  the  fitting  of  the  21ft  of  November,  in  conlequence  of  re- 
ports from  the  different  fcclions,  a  Committee  of  thirteen  was 
chofen  to  form  an  union  upon  Mr.  Margarot's  plan.  Mr. 
Wright,  and  Mr.  Atchefon,  were  againft  the  motion.  Mr. 
Wright  faid,  that  Mr.  Muir  fufrvred  with  a  magnanimity  which 
required  our  admiration. 

*«  In  the  fame  meeting  Gerald  ,fr.ated,  that  to  honeft  men 
nothing  was  fo  valuable  as  truth,  and  that  nothing  can  poffibly 
tend  fo  much  to  the  difclofure  of  truth  as  difenfiion  and  delibera-' 
tion.  That  it  was  alio  very  important  that  the  Committee 
fhould  know  as  much  as  pofiible  of  the  public  mind,  in  order 
that  they  might  act  in  union  with  it.  The  Convention  thenre- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Brown, 
and  many  valuable  hints  were  thrown  out  by  Citizens  Brown, 
&c.  Gerald  obferved,  that  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might 
exift  in  thefe  walls,  we  can  never  forget  that  our  friends  and  our 
enemies  are  in  common,  and  that  our  object  is  equally  the  fame. 
He  took  a  review  of  the  means  we  are  to  ufe  in  order  to  fecure 
our  object.  He  entered  fully  into  the  fubject  of  univerfal  fuftiage 
atid, annual  parliaments.  He  fully  proved  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple to  thefe  benefits  by  their  ancient  conftitution.  He  minutely 
inveffigated  the  principles  of  government.  He  afferted,  that  the 
end  of  ail  government  is  the  good  of  the  governed  ;  that  if  money 
be  taken  out  of  his  pocket  againft  his  confent,  it  is  of  little  con- 
sequence whether  it  be  taken  by  the  robber  on  the  heath,  or  the 
monarch  on  the  throne.  He  made  many  remarks  upon  the  Re- 
volution fettlement,  and  the  benefits  gained  by  the  lafl  Revolu- 
tion, and  demonftrated  clearly,  that  they  are  nozv  to/ally  taken  mvny. 
He  warned  the  Convention  againft  the  choice  of  any  other  than 
known  and  plain  men  like  themfelves,  men  uncontaminated  by 
the  peftilential  air  of  courts. 

"A  Delegate  from  London,  during  this  day's  fitting,  in  abfence 

pf »f  a  Scots  Delegate,   gave    in   the   continuation  of 

the  Committee's  report  refpecting  the   election  of  Prefidents  ; 
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o?  three  affifhnts,  one  to  go  out  daily  ;  ami  refpcdVmg  the  ct 
til  of   the    table.     He  likewife  propofed,  "That  the  whole  re- 
ports of  the  Committee  ftoouM  be  delayed  till  the  report  wascom- 
pleted,  and  urged  as  a  reafon  for  delay,   that  Lord  D.ier  was  em- 
ployed in  completing  the  report  of  the  Committee." 

"  There  was  a  collection,  which  amounted  to  4/.  55.  2d.  amongft 
which  there  were  two  bad  ill  tilings,  which  left  the  balance 
4/.3-f.  %d.  The  collection  at  the  door  amounted  to  igs.  yi.  Moore 
gave  is,  making  in  the  whole  \l.  os.  yi. 

"The  Fifth  Day's  Skiing*;  Convention-Kail,  Nov.  23, 1793. 
"  Citizen  Gerald  appointed  Chairman. 

"  Citizen  ***  hav*»g  read  the  minutes  of  laft  fitting,  the 
Prefident  ffoted.  That  this  morning  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
our  friends  in  Norwich,  who  defired  him  to  inform  the  Conven- 
tion, that  they  remained  Ready  in  the  caufe,  and  hdd  nominated 
Citizen  Margarot  their  Delegate,  and  that  they  would  contri- 
bute their  (hare  of  the;  ex  pence1;  attending  the  Convention.  Mr. 
Margarot  accordingly  accepted  ri  the  office,  who  congratulated 
the  Convention  upon  the  accdlion  of  fuch  a  great  number  of 
f  fiends. 

"  During  this  fitting,  there  is  the  following  motion.  It  was 
moved,  "That  from  thenceforth  the  Convention  mould  be  ftyled, 
The  Brit  if  b  Convention  of  the  Delegates  of  the  People,  aflbciated  to 
obtain  universal-  fuffirage  and  annual  parliaments ;"  agreed  to 
unanimously.  Alfo  this  other  motion,  "Amotion  was  alfo 
made  for  the  Convention  allowing  the  members  of  the  United 
Society  of  Irifhmen  to  fpeak  and  vote  here." — 
"  Referred  to  the  Seftions" 

"  Citizens  **•  ***,  who  were  Country  Delegates,  requeued 
leave  of  abfence,  which  was  granted,  upon  condition  thai  they 
■would  do  their  utrnojl  to  fend  Delegates  in  their  place. 

"  In  tie  fame  fitting  there  are  the  following  motions,  viz. 

"Motion  by  Mr.  ***,  refpecling  dividing  the  country  into  de- 
partments, and  appointing  provincial  Conventions,  whereby  they  may 
become  more  acquainted  with  each  other's  fentiments. 

"  Referred  ti  the  Committee  of  Union. 

"  Motion  by  ***,  containing  thanks  to  the  movers  of  the  di- 
vifion  into  dalles,  mentioning  the  advantages  already  obtained 
from  it,  and  requefling  a  freih  fhuSle.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Regulations,  and  agreed  that  the  members  of  Societies- 
in  Edinburgh  pin  the  feciions" — and  this  day's  federunt  dole-; 
as  follows  :  "  The  Pre  fide nt  warned  the  feciions  to  meet  as  full 
as  poffibie  on  Monday." 

"  Citizen  ****s  motion,  relative  to  admitting  the  members  of 
the  United  Society  of  Iriflimen  to  fpeak  and  vote  in  this  Conves- 
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.tion,  came  forward   for  difcuffion,  when  Citizens 

,  ,  fpoke  upon  it,  and  agreed  to   and  guaranteed   by  a 

folemri  joining  of  hands — it  being  followed  by  a  motion  for 
tranfmitting  the  above  refolution  to  Citizen  Archibald  Hamilton 
Rowan,  which  was  palled  accordingly. 

"  Secretary  Skirving  ftated,  that  he  had  juft  now  received  five 
fhillings  from  an  unknown  hand,  for  the  u(e  of  the  Convention. 
Honourable  mention  in  the  minutes  was  ordered  to  be  made  of 
this  patriotic  donation. 

"A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sinclair,  refpe6ling  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  interim  Committee  at  the  end  of  every  Conven- 
tion, to  call  together  the  Delegates  on  extraordinary  emergencies, 
ll.  3-r.  io\d.  was  collected  on  this  day. 

"  At  the  clofe  of  this  meeting,  the  Convention  being  divided 
into  fections,  Mr.  Gartley  moved,  "That  the  motions  fhould 
belaid  before  the  fections,  and  tlefired  the  council  of  the  table  to 
condefcend  on  thefe  that  were  to  be  firfl:  difcuffed." 
*'  Seventh  Day's  Sitting,  November  26,  1793.  Citizen  Matthew 
Campbell  Brown  in  the  Chair. 

"  Having  confirmed  the  meeting  by  prayer,  Citizen  Sin- 
clair was  elected  Chairman. 

"  After  debate,  an  original  motion  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finance. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Convention  (ball  caufe  a  regular  fet  of 
books  to  be  kept  for  the  infertio.n  of  minutes,  motions,  and 
other  proceedings  ;  a  book  of  Finance,  &c.  to  be  at  all  times 
fubject  tothe  infpection  of  an  intermediate  Committee.  That 
it  be  recommended  to  the  different  focietics  to  copy  the  bill  of 
rghts  into  their  minute  books,  as  a  bafis  for  their  proceedings, 
and  as  a  memento  to  every  good  citizen,  that  they  were  doing 
what  the  conliitution  avows  and  admits,  in  order  to  p.event  im- 
poffible  co riflru colons  from  being  put  upon  their  conduct  as 
friends  to  reform. 

44  All  thefe  motions  were  ordered  to  lie  over  to  be  confidered  by 
the  fections. 

"  The  collection  amounted  to  1/.  is.  gd. 

44  Eighth  Day's  Sitting.     Edinburgh,  Nov.  27. 
"  Citizen  Mealmaker  in  the  Chair.. 

"  Mr.  's    motion    being   taken    undf-r   confederation/ 

amendments  were  propofed  by  Citizens  **##*. 

u  Mr.  Margarot   pled  for  adopting  Mr. 's  motion  ; 

but  thought  it  would  be  more  advantageous  topoitpone  adopting 
it  till  the  concltifion  of  the  Convention's  bufinefs. 

44  Moved  by  Mr.  Margarot,  that  a  Committee,  corfifting  of 
the  mover,  feconder,  and  ihofe  who  had  moved  for  amendments 

of  Mr. 's  motion,  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a    motion 

from  the  whole,  that  may  probably  meet  the  ideas  of  the  whole 

Con- 
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Convehtion.     After  forne  cnnverfation,  it  was  agreed  upon,  on 

the  motion  of  Mr. ,  that  the  vote  of  the  houfe  be  put ;  lit, 

on  the  fpirit  of  Mr.  's  motion  ;  2diy,  on  the  words  of 

the  motion;  and  3Jdly,  on  Mr.  Margardt's  motion."  Agreed. — ■ 
"  The  fenfe  of  the  houfe  being  taken  on  the  firlt,  it  was  carried 
unanimoufly,  to  adopt  the  motion  asto  the  fpirit  of  it.  On  the  2nd, 
it  was  carried  by  a  great  majority,  not  to  adopt  the  motion  as  fo 
worded.  And  3dly,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  laid  motion,  and  all 
amendments,  be  referred  as  above.  The  collection  amounted  to 
il.  8s.  oi." 

"  Convention-Hall,.  Nov.   28,   1793.      Ninth  Day's    Sitting. 
Citizen  *  *  *  in  the  Chair. "1 

"  Citizen  *  *  *  read  the   amendment   upon  Citizen  -'s 

motion,  as  agreed  upon  by  the  Committee;  and  it  was  agreed* 
that  the  houfe  fhould  refolve  itfelf  into  a  commitiee  for  it's  ma- 
ture confideration." — In  the  courfe  of  the  converfation  Citizen 

*  *  *  gave  a  hittory  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.  After  an  excel- 
lent difcuflion  of  the  queffion,  pertinent  remarks,  and  amend- 
ments, the  Convention  was  relumed,  and  the  whole,  as  amended, 
being  read  over,  the  members  flood  up  on  their  feer,  and  paiTed  the 
refolution  unanimoufly,  as  follows. 

(Here  a  blank  is  left  in  the  minutes,  as  mentioned  in  the  report.) 
"  After  the  laid  refolution  was  agreed  to,  and  folemnly  approved. 
of  as  above,  the  minutes  import,  "  That  Citizen  Gerald,  in  an 
energetic  and  animated  fpeech,  addrefled  the  meeting,  and  ex- 
p  re  fled  his  happinefs  at  the  motion  palled  ;  and  expofed  the  a£c 
of  the  frifh  Parliament,  called  a  Convention  Bill — and  Citizen; 

*  *  *  followed  him  in  a  manly  fpeech,  and  proved  the  influence 
of  the  executive  government  over  the  parliament." 

"  Citizen  Margarot  read  and  propofed  the  following  motion  : 
*'  That  a  Secret  Committee  of  three,  with  the  fecretary,  be  ap- 
pointed to  determine  the  place  where  fuch  Convention  of  emer- 
gency fhall  meet;  that  fuch  place  fhall  remain  a  fecret  with  them, 
and  with  the  Secretary  of  this  Convention  ;  and  that  each  de- 
legate fhall,  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  prefent  feflion,  be  inrrufted 
with  a  fealed  letter,  containing  the  name  of  the  place  of  meet- 
ing; that  this  letter  fhall  be  delivered  unopened  to  his  confK-» 
tuents,  the  receipt  of  which  fhall  be  acknowledged  by  a  letter  to 
the  Secretary,  preferved  in  the  fame  ftate  until  the  period  (hail 
arrive  at  which  it  fhall  be  deemed  necelfiry  for  the  Delegates  to 
fet  off.  This  motion  was  feconded  by  *  *  *,  and  the  fame  paCd 
unanimoufly.  Accordingly  the  following  Citizens  were  appoint- 
ed a  Secret  Committee  upon  this  bulinefs,  viz.  Margarot,  — — . 
with  the  Secretary ;  and  they  were  requeued  to  devife  the  befl: 
pofiible  means  01   conveying  this  intimation  to  thufe  Societies 

C  c  who  is 
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tvhofe  views  are  the  fame  with  our's,  but  may  not  have  Delegates 
at  this  time. 

"  The  minutes  of  this  day's  fitting  clofe  with  a  variety  of  mo- 
tions; and  amongfl:  others  the  following,  by  Citizen ,  and 

iecondedbv  Citizen ,  "That  a  fund  beraifed  byfubfcription 

for  defraying  the  expence  of  fmall  patriotic  publications,  to  be 
diftributed  in  the  Highlands.  Every  publication  fhall  bear  the 
figuie  of  a  Highland  Man  in  full  drefs,  with  target  and  broad 
fword,  to  attract  the  attention  of  Highlandmen.  No  publication 
tocoftmore  than  half  a  penny." 

'*  By  Citizen ,  "  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  draw 

up  a  declaration  of  the  natural,  unalienable,  and  unprefcriptible 
Rights  of  Man  ;  and  that  the  fame  be  prefixed  to  an  Addrefs  to 
the  People  of  Great  Britain." 

"  And,  "  That  a  Committee  of  Obfervation  be  appointed  in 

London,  to  give  the  earlieft  intimation  of  any  motion  of  the  kind 

mentioned  in  the  foregoing  refolution  to  the  different  Societies. 'r 

"  Convention  Hall,    Firli   Year   of  the    Britifh     Convention, 

Nov.  29,  Anno  Domini  1793.  Tenth  Day's  Sitting.  Citizen 

— — in  the  Chair. 

"  Citizen 'Margarot  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Regulations  ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  copies  to  be 
given  in  \o\\\z  feci  ions  on  Monday,  for  their  confideration." 

"  The  Secretary  read  — ■ — 's  motion  for  a  Committee  of  Obfer- 
vation to  be  appointed  in  London.  Citizen  Margarot  flated, 
That  there  was  no  occafion  for  a  Committee  of  that  nature  in 
London,  as  there  were  feveral  thoufands  of  people  in  that  city 
upon  the  look,  out.  ft  was  accordingly  agreed,  That  the  Conven- 
tion Jhould  requefl  the  London  Committee  of  Correjpondence  to  give  the 
earlieft  intelligence  of  what  pafj'ed  in  Parliament. 

"  A  letter  from  a  fiierrd,  &c.  which  had  been  tranfmitred  to 
A.  Scott,  of  the  Gazetteer,  was  read,  containing  patriotic  fenti- 
ment?,  and  two  guineas  ;  and  Citizen  Taylor  prefented  a  guinea 
from  another  Citizen,  whofe  name  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  men- 
tion. It  was  flated  by  the  Secretary,  that  a  cnizen  from  London 
was  prefent,  who  was  to  give  5L  5s.  to  the  Convention,  when  a 
collection  fiiould  be  made  for  enlightening  the  Highlanders. 
The  thanks  of  the  houfe  were'  unanimoufly  given  to  the  before 
mentioned  patriots  for  their  donations. 

"  Eleventh  Day's  Sitting,  Nov.  30,  1793. 
"  The  Secretary  read  a  motion,  that  a  Committee  be  appoint- 
ed torevifeeach  day's  minutes  immediately  on  the  riling  of  the 
Convention,  for  the  purpofe  of  fending  them  to  the  prefs,  to 
make  hereafter  a  daily  bulletin  of  the  fame.  The  queltion  be- 
ing put,  the  motion  palled  unanimoufly. 

"  Citizen 
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•*  Citizen  ■■  likewifc  moved,  That  no  perfon  fhould  be 

allowed  the  honours  of  the  fitting,  unlefs  recommended  by  two 
members;  which  with  amendments,  as  in  the  motion  iifelf,  palled 
unanimoufly. 

"  The  Secretary  read  a  motion  for  publifhing  the  natural,  un- 
alienable, and  unprefcriptible  Rights  of  Man,  which  was  order- 
ed to  be  given  to  the  Committee  of  Union. 

"  It  was  moved,  That  Captain Ihould  report  fome  cir- 

cumftances  to  the  Convention  ;  for  which  purpofe  the  houfe  re- 
folved  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  when  he  read  an  account  of  the 
trial  and  fentenceof  D.  Holt,  for  re-printing  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Mr.  Pitt's  Refolution  for  a  Parliamentary  Reform  ; 
after  which,  the  Chairman  being  replaced,  the  Secretary  mo- 
ved, That  Captain  ■  fhould  be  allowed  the  honours  of  the 
Jilting. 

"  Citizen from  Strathaven,  and  from  Hamilton, 

requeued  leave  of  abfence  fhould  be  granted,  and  moved,  that  all 
the  Delegates  who  had  left  the  Convention,  fhould  receive  letters 
to  return  immediately,  and  remain  at  their  polls  until  the  impor- 
tant bufinefs  which  was  daily  introduced  into  the  Convention 
fhould  be  properly  difcufTed. 

**  A  motion  to  fine  thofe  members  who  did  not  attend  their 
Sections.''     The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for. 

"  A  motion  for  drawing  out  a  fcroH  of  a  petition  to  parlia- 
ment ,  which  being  read,  The  order  of  the  day  was  moved  upon 
it. 

t(  Monday,  December  2,  1793.     Firfi  Year  of  the  Btitifh  Con- 
vention.    Twentieth    Day's   Sitting.     Citizen in   the 

Chair,  and  Citizen  and Aflittants  at  the  Table." 

,s  Citizen  Skirving  infifted  that  all  the  members,  both  of  the 
Convention  and  Primary  Societies,  lhould  fubferibe  a  folemn 
league  and  covenant. 

"  Citizen  Gerald  pled  for  liberty  of  fentiment ;  and  compar- 
ed the  people  and  their  enemies,  to  the  worthippers  of  the  true 
-God  and  of  Baal.  He  afterwards  read  fome  paragraphs  from  the 
Edinburgh  Herald,  with  fui table  comments  ;  and  compared  the 
conftitution  of  1688  to  a  dead  horfe.  He  Ihevved  the  infipkiiry 
of  the  title  "  Gentleman,"  and  the  propriety  of  the  term  "  Citi- 
zen ;"  remarked  the  impropriety  of  the  mode  of  promulgating 
our  Jaws,  by  rcitricling  them  to  be  fold  by  one  printer,  and  pub- 
lished in  the  Saxon  character,  which  few  can  read." 

"  Citizen  Skirving  a! Co  pled  for  the  motion,  and  infifted  that 
it  was  proper,  on  all  occafions,  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Primary 
Societies,  and  confided  the  Convention  a>  only  a  Committee  of 
the  People. 

C  c  2  "  Citizen 
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"  Citizen  Margarot  pled  in  favour  of  the  motion.  The  ap- 
probation given  by  the  many  thpujands  of  their  constituents  in  London, 
Sheffield,  Norwich,  Leeds,  &c. 

"  The  motion  bein^  agreed  to,  with  onediiTentient  voice,  who 

afterwards  acceded,  Citizen  read    a  fpirited  advertifement 

from  the  Nottingham  Society,  inferted  in  a  Sheffield  newf- 
paper," 

"  A  motion  made  by  Citizen ,  and  feconded  by  Citizen 

,  That  the  Convention  fhall  pafs  fomerefolutions  refpecling 

the  late  unprecedented  and  unwarrantable  infringements  on  the 
freedom  of  the  prefs,  particularly  the  arbitrary  fenttnee  of  Judge 
Wilfon  againflMr.  Holt,  for  reprinting  the  Duke  of  Richmond's 
and  Mr.  Pitt's  Plan  of  Reform. 

"  Citizen and moved,  That  this  Convention  take 

under  confideration  whether  (after  the  contemptible  manner  in 
which  the  late  petitions  for  parliamentary  reform  were  treated) 
they  fhall  again  petition  for  reform,  or  at  what  period  they 
ihould  recommend  the  fame  to  their  conflituents.  On  this 
day  19s.  3  *d.  was  collected." 

"  At  the  Thirteenth  Day's  Sitting. 

"  Citizen ,  of  Sheffield,  produced  a  commiffion  from 

the  Leeds  Conflitutional  Society,  appointing  him  their  Delegate  ; 
which  was  approved  of  by  the  Convention.  On  this  day  18s.  9d. 
was  collected. 
The  Minutes  of  the  Fourteenth  Day's   Sitting  are  begun  and 

entered  thus  :  "  Edinburgh,  November  4,  1793.     Fourteenth 

Sitting  of  the  Bvitifh  Convention. 

(In  the  above,  November  is,  by  miftake,  inferted  in  place  of 
December.) 

"  Mr.  Margarot  begged  leave  to  bring  in  a  motion  to  this. 
effecT:,  That  the  moment  of  the  illegal  difperfion  of  the  pre  fen  t 
Convention  be  confidered  as  our  fummons  to  repair  to  the  place 
of  meeting  appointed  for  the  Convention  of  Emergency  by  the 
Secret  Committee;  and  that  the  fame  motion  be  confidered  this 
evening.     Leave  was  accordingly  granted. 

"  The  Convention  then  heard  the  only  two  motions  on  their 
table  read,  which  regarded  the  fame  matter  ;  and  it  being  objected 
to,  the  bufinefs  of  thefe  motions  was  to  be  taken  up  to-morrow 
evening  j  after  fome  coriverfation,  it  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  the 
boule  to  delay  further  confideration  till  to-morrow  evening. 
Mr.  Marg3rot  being  prepared  to  bring  forward  his  motion  above- 
mentioned,  the  fame  vvas  taken  under  confideration,  and  was  as 
follows  : 

*<  Moved,  That  the  moment  of  any  illegal  difperfion  of  the 
Britifh  Convention  (hall  be  confidered  as  a  fummons  to  the  De- 
legates to  repair  to  the  place  cf  meeting  appointed  for  the  Con- 
vention 
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vention  of  Emergency  by  the  Secret  Committee ;  and  ihat  the 
Secret  Committee  be  inftructed  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  fix 
the  place  of  meeting. 

"  The  Convention,  having  confidered  the  motion  fully,  un- 
animoufly  refolved  the  fame,  and  appointed  the  Secret  Committee 
to  proceed  as  delired. 

•'  Refolved,  that  the  following  declaration  and  refolution  be 
inferted  at  the  end  of  our  minutes. 

"  That  this  Convention  confidering  the  calamitous  confe- 
rences of  any  act  of  legiflature,  which  may  tend  to  deprive  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  people  of  their  undoubted  right,  to  meet 
either  by  themfelves  or  by  delegates,  to  difcufs  any  matter  rela- 
tive to  their  common  intereft,  whether  of  a  public  or  private  na- 
ture, and  holding  the  fame  to  be  totally  inconfiftent  with  the  firlt 
principles  and  fafety  of  fociety,  and  alfo  fubverfive  of  our  known 
and  acknowledged  (jfcnftitutional  liberties,  do  hereby  declare,  be- 
fore God  a,nd  the  world,  that  we  fhall  follow  the  wholefome  ex- 
ample of  former  times,  by  paying  no  regard  to  any  act  which, 
fhall  militate  againft  the  Conftitution  of  our  country,  and  (hall 
continue  to  aflemble  and  confider  of  the  belt  means  by  which  we 
can  accompli (li  a  real  reprejTentat ion  of  the  people,  and  annual 
election,  until  compelled  to  defift  by  fuperior  force. 

"  And  we  do  refolve,  that  the  firft  notice  given  for  the  intro- 
duction of  a  Convention  Bill,  or  any  bill  of  a  fimilar  ten- 
dency to  that  palled  in  Ireland  in  the  laft  feflions  of  their  Parlia- 
ment; 

"  Or  any  bill  for  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  or 
the  act  for  preventing  wrongous  imprifonment,  and  againft  undue 
delays  in  trial  in  North  Britain; 

"  Or  in  cafe  of  an  invafion,  or  the  admiffion  of  any  foreign 
troops  whatfoever  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ; 

"  All  or  any  one  of  thefe  calamitous  circumliances  fhall  be  a 
fignal  to  *he  feveral  delegates  to  repair  to  fuch  place  as  the  Secret 
Committee  of  this  Convention  fhall  appoint ;  and  the  firft  icv^n 
members  fhall  have  a  power  to  declare  the  fittings  permanent, 
fhall  conftitute  a  Convention,  and  twenty-one  proceed  to  bufi- 
nefs. 

"  The  Convention  doth  therefore  refolve,  that  each  delegate, 
immediately  on  his  return  home,  do  convene  his  condiments,  and 
explain  to  them  the  necellity  of  electing  a  delegate  or.  delegates), 
and  of  ettabliihing  a  fund,  without  delay,  againft  any  of  thefe 
emergencies,  for  his  or  their  expence ;  and  that  they  do  in  fir  net 
the  faid  delegate  or  delegates  to  hold  themfelves  ready  to  depart  at 
one  hour's  warning. 

"  A  Delegate  from  Glafgow  prefented  to  the  Sections,  during 
the  fittings  of  this  Convention,  a  motion  of  the  following  lenor : 
viz,  The 
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"  The  delegate  from  Glafgow  moves,  That  the  Convention 
take  into  their  confideration  the  nature  and  extent  of  a  refolution 
adopted  by  their  conftityents,  and  mod  of  the  other  Societies  in 
Scotland,  and  afterwards  ratified  and  approved  oi  at  the  General 
Convention  held  at  Edinburgh  in  December  1792,  the  import 
of  which  was,  That  if  any  member  of  their  Society  afTociated  for 
the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  parliamentary  reform,  fhould,  while 
in  the  legal  profecution  oi  that  object,  be  oppreiled  or  perfecuted 
by  the  arm  oi  power,  they  fhould  not  only  meet  with  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  Society  to  which  they  belong,  but  alfo  by  the  united 
efforts  of  all  their  brethren  in  Scotland, 

"Since  the  above  period,  however,  we  are  forry  to  fay,feveral 
of  our  members  have  been  perfecuted,  and  that  in  a  moll  wanton 
manner,  and  the  above  refolution  (which  if  duly  put  in  force 
■would,  we  humbly  apprehend,  have  the  happy  effecl  of  embold- 
ening thofe  who  have  already  come  forward,  and  of  encouraging 
others  who  have  not  yet  taken  any  active  part  to  unite -their  el- 
forts  in  the  general  caufe)  has  never  yet  been  attended  to. 

"  We  therefore  humbly  move,  That  the  Convention  take  in- 
to confideration  the  above  particulars,  and  confider  what  mea- 
fnres  may  be  mod  conducive  towards  the  performance  of  the 
obligation  we  lie  under,  in  confequence  of  that  refolution,  and 
thereby  ihew  to  the  world  that  we  are  not  unmindful  of  thofe 
who  have  already  fuffered,  or  may  in  future  fulFer  in  their  coun- 
try's caufe. 

•'  By  Order  of  the  Delegation,  ■ 

*•  Edinburgh,  Odt.  30,  1793." 

<$>.  (To  Gumell.  A  paper jheivn  him.)  Where  did  you  find  that 
paper  ? 

A.   I  found  it  in  Mr.  Hardy's  polleffion. 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
*'  FellowCitizen,  Edinburgh,  Dec.  8,  1793. 

««  We  defire  that  a  copy  of  the  inclofed  papers  be  kept  by  the 
fociety,  and  that  another  copy  of  them  be  delivered,  without 
delay,  to  Citizen  Martin,  in  order  that  he  may  proceed  there- 
upon immediately. 

"  You  will  already  have  had  confufed  accounts  of  what  has 
taken  place  here  for  the  lalt  four  days  ;  but  on  Tuefday  next  the  ' 
Edinburgh  Gazetteer  (hall  (if  defpotifm  permit)  give  you  a  com- 
plete detail  of  every  thing.  The  fociety  will  thereby  be  able  to 
difcover  that  an  arrival  in  Scotland  has  been  productive  of  great 
advantage  to  the  caufe,  and  at  the  fame  time  has  given  great 
alarm  to  our  enemies.  We  are  very  much  furprized  at  the  re- 
m'uTnefs  of  the  fociety  ;  while  we  are  expofing  our  life  and  li- 
berty, while  we  are  devoting  our  time  and  our  exeyions  to  their 
fervice,  while  we  are  incurring  numberlefs  expences,  and  af- 
fronting dangers  that  would  ftagger  the  moil  hardy  of  them, 
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while  we  are  d  ing  all  this,  we  are  moreover  obliged  to  remind 
them  of  it,  and  that  fuppVtes  are  now  become  more  necejjary  than  rver^ 
iu rely  the  pecuniary  exertions  of  any  individual  in  iha  fociefy,  can. 
never  be  compared  to  cur  endeavours:  Honoured  with  their  confi- 
dence, we  find  ourfelves  happy  in  being  placed  in  the  front  of 
the  battle;  but  let  them  remember  that  cur  facrificing  ourfelves 
will  beof  little  uk,  unlefs  they  afford  us  a'  proper  fupport,  and 
that  moft  immediately.  Not  daring  any  longer  to  trufl  to  the 
poll,  we  fend  you  all  thefe  papers  in  a  parcel.  You  will  be  To 
good  as  to  make  us  acquainted  with  their  fafe  arrival. — GeralJ 
wifhes  to  get  to  London  as  foon  as  pofiibie,  he  will  communi- 
cate that  which  cannot  be  fo  fully  expreffed  by  letter  ;  yoti  may 
confider  this  as  a  private  letter,  but  you  may  read  fuch  parts  of  it 
as  you  think  proper  to  any  member  of  the  focietv,  efpeciaily 
where  it  may  be  productive  of  good.  You  will  fee  by  the  inclo- 
fed  papers,  that  power  has  proceeded  in  a  moft* arbitrary  manner; 
almoit  all  the  prominent  characters  in  the  Convention  have  b< 
or  are  to  be  apprehended  and  examined. — L>rd  Daer  will,  we 
believe,  meet  with  no  greater,  favour  than  ourfelves;  we  under- 
stand that  there  is  a  warrant  out  againft  him.  As  an  account  of 
what  has  happened  to  us  would  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  letter,  we 
will  only  juft  give  you  a  fketch  of  it,  by  way  of  journal,  refer- 
ring you,  as  we  faid  before,  to  next  Tuefday's  Gazetteer, 

'•  Thurfday  morning,  at  7  o'ci.    ';. 

'*  A  fheriff's  officer,  followed  by  five  other  men,  entere 
bed-room,  informed  us  he  had  a  warrant  (winch  however  he  re- 
fufed  to  (hew)  for  apprehending  us,  and  feizing  our  papers  ;  we 
remained  confined  all  day,  at  night  we  were  examined  and  ad- 
mitted to  bail,  each  in  the  fum  of  2,000  m  , 

"Friday  morning,  9  o'clock. 

•<  We  were  fent  for  again  without  a  warrant,  for  the  purpoie 
of  being  prefent  at  the  opening  of  a  (mall  trunk,  containing  our 
papers;  but  M.  M-  protefting  againft  the  hole 

ot  the  proceedings,  and  refufinj;  to  give   up  tl  :rifF 

i ubftitute  and  the  procurator  fifcal  dared  to  proceed  no  farther  in 
the  bufinels. 

"  S:;ti:r  7  9  o'clock. 

"  Two  meflengers  came  again  into  our  room,  with  Gerald; 
shey  left  a  fummons  to  appear  at  ten  o'ci-ck,  with  M.  M.  T 
left  nothing  but  a  requelt  to  accompany  Gerald  to  the  office  ;  y  r, 
when  arrived  there,  he  found  that   a  warrant  \  linft 

him,  for  the  purpoie  of  detaining  him  a  prifoner,  while  the  pox 
was  opened,  and.  the  papers  ex. 'mined,  M.  M.  (till  perfifting'in 
his  refufal,  the  key  was  forced  from  him,  the  trunk  was  opened, 
the  papers  examined,  and   partly  reftofed  ;  the  outer  pari    was 
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kept,  and  a  declaration  drawn  up,  which  he  was  required  to  fign, 
but  refufed,  protefting  againlt  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs.< — Gerald, 
however,  figned  what  was  drawn  up  in  his  name,  and  we  were 
once  more  liberated  ;  and  fince  then,  now  already  24  hours,  no 
further  perfecution  has  been  commenced  againft  us.  But  while 
we,  as  individuals,  were  thus  harraffed  (Thurfday)  the  whole  of 
the  convention  were  equally  ill  ufed. — Many  of  them  were  taken 
into  cuftody  ;  and  when  the  remainder  met,  as  ufual,  the  provoft, 

attended  by   his  myrmidons,   went,  and,  after  pulling — 

; ,  of  Sheffield,  out  of  the  chair,  ordered  the  con- 
vention to  difperfe,  and  informed  that  he  would  allow  no  fuch 
meetings  in  future.  (Friday)  the  next  day,  the  convention  having 
agreed  to  meet  at  another  place,  out  of  the  jurifdiction  of  the 
provoft,  we  had  not  been  long  affembled,  before  the  Sheriff,  with 
bis  myrmidons,  appeared  among  us,  and  commanded  us  to  de- 
part, after  having  afked  whether  that  meeting  was  the  Britifh 
Convention,  and  being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  He  next  en- 
quired who  was  the  prefident ;  upon  which  M.  M.  having  openly 
afked  and  obtained  leave  of  the  convention,  placed  himfelf  in  the 
chair;  informed  the  fhcriff,  that  he,  M.  M.  was  the  prefident  of 
the  Britifh  Convention,  and  that  he  would  not  break  up  the 
meeting,  unlefs  unconiiitutionally  forced  thereunto,  by  the 
Sheriff's  pulling  him  out  of  the  chair  ;  which  the  latter  (after 
fome  little  hefitation)  having  complied  with,  the  ex-prefident 
(Gerald]  was  alfo  put  into  the  chair,  which  he  v/ould  not  leave 
but  by  being  pulled  out ;  adjourned  the  convention  to  the  place 
where  it  was  to  become  permanent  in  it's  fitting;  and  having 
called  upon  his  colleague,  Gerald,  for  to  clofe  the  meeting  with 
prayer,  the  company  departed  peaceably,  but  not  without  various 
reflections  on  the  proceedings,  and  thole  reflections  not  confined 
merely  to  the  members  of  the  convention,  but  coming  alfo  from 
the  crowd  without  doors,  and  even  from  the  attending  conftables. 
— The  next;  day  a  proclamation  was  iffued  by  the  provoft,  forbid- 
ding all  affembling  within  the  limits  of  his  jurifdiction. — We 
know  not  what  will  happen  ;  but  we  venture  to  predict,  that  all 
this  perfecution  will  increafe  rather  than  diminilh  the  ardour  of 
the  people  for  Reform.  The  country  focieties,  hearing  of  this, 
are  hourly  pouring  in  frefh  delegates. — Want  ot  paper  forbids 
my  writing  any  more. 

'  "  Adieu  !  Your's, 

<«  M.  M." 

.<?.  {To  Mr.  Gurnell.  A  paper  prion  him.)  ■  Tell  us  where  you 
found  that  r 

A.   I  found  it  at  Mr.  Hardy  "s-, 

(The 
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[The  Letter  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Edinburgh,   19th  of  Dec.   1793,  ligned   Muniee  Margarot,  and 

addrelfed  to  Mr.  Thomas  Hardy,  No.  9,  Piccadilly. 
"  Fellow  Citizens, 

"  It  is  impollible  for  us  to  find  time  to  write  to  you  as  we 
ought  \  every  inltant  we  are  interrupted,  or  rather  the  houfe  is  not 
free  from  vilitors  from  an  early  hour,  until  12  o'clock  at  night  ; 
and  befides  we  have  fuch  a  variety  of  bulinefs  on  our  hands,  that 
we  can  fcarce  make  any  progrefs,  &c.  But  as  Sinclair  will  arrive 
as  foon  in  time  as  this  letter,  he  will  be  able  to  give  you  a 
detail,  &c. 

V  Excufe  my  entering  into  a  detail  at  prefent.  We  are  to 
acknowledge  your  two  laft  letters  ;  they  came  fafe,  but  flow, 
being  delivered  five  days  after  their  date.  Your  firft  gave  us  a 
draft  for  tvvelve  guineas,  and  the  other  inclofeda  ten  pound  brink 
note,  but  they  do  not  clear  our  expences.  We  well  know  how 
heavy  the  burden  is  on  the  fociety,  and  we  grieve  that  our  former 
Hate  has  left  us  little  elfe  to  offer  than  our  fervices. 

"  Since  Sinclair's  departure,  nothing  new  hath  occurred,  except 
the  formation  of  a  fociety  fotr.ewhere  about  the  Crampion  Hills. 
They  have  already  made  a  fubfeription  towards  the  Convention. 
'*  Believe  me,  Fellow  Citizens,  Your's  unto  death, 

"  Maurice  Margarot." 

"  P.  S.  Pray,  friend  Hardy,  did  you  fome  weeks  back  receive  an 
inclofed  letter  to  Preveti  ?  and  did  you  likewife  receive  the  par- 
cels and  paper  fent  you  by  the  Charlotte,  on  the  10th  inftant  ? 
Have  you  done  any  thing  with  the  piece  of  paper  ?  Have  you 
written  to  Norwich  ;  and  have  they  anfwered  you  ?  I  have  fent 
the  news  regularly,  but  have  not  received  a  fingle  anfwer  from 
them.     Pray  queftion  Sinclair  moll  particularly." 

j^.  (To  Mackkan.  A  paper  jbeivn  him.)  Where  did  you  find 
this  ? 

A.  This  is  a  letter  of  the  tot^i  of  Jan.  that  I  found  in  Mr. 
Adams's  houfe.  l 

£K  (To  Grant. J  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  prifoner'shand 
Writing? 

A.  Yes,  I  believe  it  is. 

(Read by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
u  Citizen  Adams,  Dated  the  10th  of  Jan.  T794. 

"  The  London  Corresponding  Society  begs  the  Society  of  Cyn- 
ftiiutional  Information,  to  accept  or  a  few  copies  oi  Maurice 
Margarot's  Indictment. 

Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary." 
**  P.  S.  The  London  Correfponding  Society  are  to  have  an  an- 
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niverfary  meeting  and  grand  dinner,  at  the  Globe  Tavern  in     (t 
Strand,  the  20th  inftant." 

J%>.  {To  Grant.  A  paper  Jhewn  him.)  Look  at  this  tOD  ;  do  you 
believe  this  to  be  his  hand  writing  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  believe  it  is. 
(The  letter  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the   Court.— -See  page    134   of 
this  Work.) 
James  Davidson,  fworn. 

£K  I  believe  you  are  a  printer  by  bufinefs  > 

A.  lam. 

J^.  Were  you  employed  at  any  time  to  print  any  numbers  of 
thefe  papers  ?  ( a  paper  jheiun  him.) 

A.  Yes,  I  was. 

j^.  When  was  you  employed  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  the  20th  of  February  lafr,  I  think  fo.  The 
prifoner  brought  me  the  copy  with  Thelwall;  anJ  ThelwaH 
brought  me  the-irunufcript. 

^.  Was  any  body  with  him  when  he  came  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  was,  but  I  do  not  recollect. 

J^.  Were  there  any  more  perfons  than  one  ? 

A.  No  more  than  one. 

J|>.  What  order  did  he  give  you  refpedting  it  ? 

Mr.  Erjkine.,    Is  that  evidence  ] 

Mr.  Gar  row.     We  fubmit  it  is. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  Is  it  in  evidence  againft  Mr.  Hardy  what  Mr. 
Thelwall  docs  t 

Mr.  Garrow.  I  fubmit  to  his  Lordfhip,  it  is  the  cleared 
evidence  in  the  world.  We  have  collected  from  a  great 
variety  of  evidence,  much  printed,  much  written,  much  by 
papers  found  in  me  prifoner's  cuftody  at  the  time  ot  his  appre- 
henfion,  a  clear  connection  and  confpiracy  on  the  fubject 
of  this  high  treaforj,  between  the  perfon  of- Thelwall  and 
the  prifoner  at  the  bar.  We  fubmit  with  confidence,  that  all  the 
acts  againft  Thelwall  or  other  perfons,  of  their  accefiion  to  the 
genera!  plan  of  confpiracy,  is  clear  evidence.  This,  therefore, 
as  the  act  of  Thelwall,  is  hardly  worth  difcufling,  for  we  have 
other  evidence  which  brings  it  clofe  to  the  prifoner,  namely,  the 
prifoner's  paying  for  it  ;  but  we  have  a  right,  as  we  have  given 
in  proof,  .that  Thelwall  and  the  prifoner  were  parties  in  this  con-. 
(pi-racy,  to  give  any  evidence  oi  Thelwall's. 

Mr,  Erfkine.  There  is  no  manner  of  a  doubt,  that  as  far  as 
you  can  connect  perfons  acting  together  towards  one  purpofe., 
which  perhaps  conftitutes  the  crime,  you  may  undoubtedly  in 
volve  them  together,  by  evidence  ;  that  is  not  the  queftion.  I 
have  no  anxiety  on  the  fubject  fo  far  as  the  fact  was  only  in  con- 
fideration  here,  becaufe  it  is  a  printed  paper  which  hath  been  in 
all  our  hand:,  and  very  well  known  y  but  it  is  only  that  the  proceed- 
ings' 
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ings  may  not  be  tmbarraflTed  in  the  courfe  of  them  that  makes  m 
interpofe.  Mr.  Thelwall  gives  a  manufcript  paper  to  this  witnefs 
to  be  printed  ;  what  evidence  was  there  that  Mr.  Hardy  had  any 
fhare  in  this?  If  it  could  be  proved  that  Mr.  Hardy  paid  tor  the 
printing  of  the  paper,  which  is  not  before  your  Lordihip,  it  that 
was  before  your  Lordihip  there  might  be  fomethvng  like  evidence, 
that  he  might  be  implicated  in  the  guilt,  if  any  guilt  there  was  ; 
yet  would  your  Lordihip  fatten  that  crime  on  the  psifoner  at  the 
bar  r  But  furely  even  then  there  might  be  a  difference  in  the  qua- 
lity of  an  act,  as  applied  to  both  thefe  performs  ;  one  might  be 
much  more  culpable  than  the  other ;  the  knowing  that  a  paper 
is  printed  is  one  thing,  and  the  giving  an  authority  to  print  it 
is  another.  Would  the  bare  fait  of  knowing  that  this  pa- 
per was  given  to  a  printer,  prove  that  Mr.  Hardy  was  guilty 
of  that  crime,  fuppoling  that  paper  to  contain  treafon,  which  I 
know  it  does  not  ?  Of  all  the  crimes  we  have  heard  of,  treafon 
ought  to  be  the  laft  that  ought  to  be  attempted  to  be  made  out 
on  fuch  evidence  as  this.  How  could  this  act,  taking  it  to  Ke 
as  defcribed  by  the  witnefs,  be  treafon  r  It  would  not  be  fo  even 
if  the  paper  itfelf  contained  the  mn(t  treasonable  exprelTions :  it 
might  indeed  be  the  mifprifion  of  treafon,  if  it  was  proved  that 
Mr.  Hardy  knew  it ;  but  mifprifion  of  treafon  was  not  the  crime 
for  which  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  was  indicted  ;  as  to  the  paper 
itfelf,  I  am  not  anxious,  I  only  trouble  myfelf  about  the  rules  of 
juftice. 

Court.  The  refiRance  on  one  fide,  and  infilling  on  the  other 
fide,  is  perfectly  premature,  the  Court  not  knowing  what  the 
contents  ot  the  paper  is;  whether  it  is  purely  an  act  of  Thelwall, 
or  whether  it  may  be  evidence  againlt  Mr.  Hardy,  the  Court 
as  yet  cannot  decide. 

Mr.  Garrow.  It  is  an  inltrument  of  the  general  High  Trea- 
fon charged  in  this  indictment,  one  (rage  and  itep  being  the  pub- 
lifhing  a  paper  to  incite  the  fubjects  of  this  country  to  uefert 
their  allegiance  from  his  Majefty  ;  it  is  a  paper  in  furtherance  of 
the  general  confpiracy,  which  we  fay,  we  have  given  evidence 
that  there  was  a  defign  to  carry  in  effect,  and  we  dcfire  to  re^d  it. 
It  it  had  been  a  letter  of  Mr.  Thelwall's  on  private  concerns, 
we  Ihould  not  have  infiltedon  it. 

Lord  Prefident.  It  is  neceiiary  for  ns,  that  you  open  that 
part  of  the  paper  which  you  fay  huh  that  tendency.  ("The  Lord 
Prefident  reads  the  paper.)  I  fee  there  is  a  paifage  in  it  which 
does  go  to  that  general  object. 

Mr.  Gibbs.  The  arguments  of  the  counfel  for  the  .profecution 
go  to  this  length,  that  though  this  trial  be  only  againlt  Mr. 
Hardy,  yet,  becaufe  one  overt  act  in   this  indictment  is,  that 
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papers  were  publifhed,  the  papers  publifhed  by  Mr.  Thelwall 
are  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  Jury  as  Mr.  Hardy's  act. 

Mr.  Gtirrow.  Certainly,  it  is  neceffary  that  the  Cour,t  fhould 
be  apprifed  of  the  quality  of  the  paper,  to  judge  whether  this  is 
what  we  Mate  it  to  be.   I  now  Mate  to  your  Loidlliip  a  paflage  : 

"  You  may  afk  perhaps  (after  flaring  the  grievances)  by  what 
means  (hall  we  feek  redrefs  \  we  anfwer,  that  men  in  a  flare  of 
civilized  fociety  are  bound  to  feck  redrefs  of  the  grievances  by 
the  laws,  as  long  as  any  redrefs  can  be  obtained  by  the  laws  ;  but 
our  common  Matter  whom  we  ferve,  whofe  law  is  a  law  of  Ji- 
berty,  and  whofe  fervice  is  perfect:  freedom,  has  taught  us  not  to 
expect  to  gather  grapes  of  thorns,  or  figs  of  thirties.  We  muft 
have  redrefs  from  pur  own  laws,  and  not  from  the  laws  of  our 
plunderers,  enemies,  and  oppreffors. 

"  There  is  no  redrefs  for  a  nation  circumfranced  as  we  are, 
but  in  a  fair,  free,  and  full  reprefentation  of  the  people." 

Now  we  al'edge  that  the  purport  of  this  confpiracy,  which  is 
charged  to  be  High  Treafon  on  the  record,  was  by  force  to  af- 
fume  the  powers  of  L'.giflation,  and  difpute  the  conftituted  au- 
thority of  the  country,  as  they  are  at  prefent  happily  conftituted 
here. 

Now  we  alledge  that  the  purpofe  of  this  confpiracy,  which 
is  charged  to  be  High  Treafon,  was  by  force  to  allume  the 
powers  of  Legiflation  in  dcfpite  of  the  conftituted  authority  of 
the  country,  as  they  at  prefent  happily  fubfift  here. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  Our  objection  is  on  Mr.  Hardy  ;  this  being 
given  to  be  printed  by  Mr.  Thelv\all,  your  Lordfhip  will  difpofe 
of  it,  as  I  am  not  in  the  leaft  anxious  about  it. 

Lord  Prefident.  The  paper  purported  to  contain  fome  refo'u- 
tions  of  a  meeting  of  the  fociety,  it  is  brought  to  be  printed  by 
one  of  the  members  of  that  fociety,  the  prifoner  himfelf  being  a 
member  of  that  fociety  and  the  fecretary  alfo;  they  being  both 
involved  in  the  proceedn  g^  of  that  fuciety,  and  tins  being  a 
printed  paper  produced  by  one  of  them,  it  does  feem  to  me  in 
the  general  charge  of  confpiracy,  that  this  is  an  evidence  to  prove 
a  circamftahce  in  that  confpiracy  ;  whether  it  will  be  fo  brought 
home  to  ihe  prifoner  Hardy,  as  he  fhould  be  refponfible  for  the 
guiit  ol  pnblifhing  it,  is  another  confideration,  but  it  is  a  branch 
of  confp  ra* )  ;  it  does  fetm  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  papers 
ihou'u   be  admiflible. 

yii.  Gamw.  (To  David/on.)  What  did  Thelwall  fay  to  yon 
when  he  brought  you  the  papers  ? 

A.  He  told  me  to  print  two  th;  tifand,  and  then  (top. 

Mi  •  Erjkine.     When  did  he  come  to  you  f 

J.  T,  he  twentieth  of  Febiuary. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Erjklne.  Does  your  Lordfhip  think  that  all  the  directions 
that  Theiwall  gave  the  witnefs  is  proof  againll  Hardy  ? 

Cmri.  Whether  it  was  two  thou fand  or  not,  it  is  of  no 
conftqueno  ,  it  is  an  a£k  of  publication  of  this  fociety. 

Mr.  Garrow.  (To  Davidfon.)  What  did  you  in  fa<£l  do  with 
them  after  you  puoldhed  them  ? 

Court.     It  may  be  an  jfTdflination  plot. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  Then  it  may  apply  to  every  member  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Socitty. 

Court.     I',  may  as  to  the  general  cafe. 

Mr.  Garrow.  (To  Davidjon.)  How  many  did  you  print  that 
day  r 

A.  I  printed  two  hundred  that  day,  and  went  to  the  Globe 
Tavern  ;  when  I  went  to  the  Globe  Tavern  I  met  Hardy  on  the 
ftairs. 

3.  Did  you  know  him  before  ? 

A.  Yes. 

3j  Was  you  a  member  of  the  fociety  yourfelf? 
.    A.  I  was. 

j9.  You  was  prefent  probably  at  fome  meetings  of  the  fociety? 

J.   \  es,  fometimes. 

£K  Have  you  ever  feen  Mr.  Hardy  there? 

A.  Yes. 

^.  in  what  character  did  he  a£l  in  the  meetings  ? 

A.   He  acted  in  character  as  fecrctary. 

j^.  vVhen  you  carried  the  two  hundred  there  that  day  that  they 
were  ordered,  you  met  him  on  the  ttairs? 

A.  I  did. 

J$K  What  patted  between  you  ? 

A.  1  told 'him  I  had  brought  two  hundred  copies  of  retalia- 
tions; he  defjred  me  to  take  them  back  agai.i  an.1  not  to  diftri- 
bute  one  of  them;  accordingly  I  did,  I  went  home  with  them  and 
returned  again  to  the  Globe  Tavern  to  dinner. 

£K  You  faid  February,  do  you  mean  January  or  February? 

A.  I  am  not  certain,  it  was  the  day  of  the  meeting. 

J|>.  At  what  tine  was  it  you  faw  I  helwali  in  the  courfe  of 
that  day  ? 

A .  It  was  between  one  and  two  o'clock. 

^.  Very  well,  n  »w  flay,  at  what  time  was  it  you  carried  the 
two  hundred  ccpies  to  the  Globe  Tavern  ? 

A.  Between  tour  and  five  o'clock. 

3j  You  returned  home  with  the  two  hundred  copies  by  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Hardy,  and  returned  again  to  the  Globe  Tavern 
to  dinner  ? 

A.  I  did. 

j^.  What  tinie  was  that  I 

A.  Pretty 
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/.  Pretty  nigh  fix  o'clock. 

Jlp.  Was  you  prefent  when  theferefolutions  were  propofed  ia 
the  iociety  ? 

A.  No,  I  was  not. 

j^.  Was  it  not  on  that  day  that  the  refolutions  purported  to 
be  read  that  you  delivered  them,  or  v.' as  it  a  month  after  ? 

A.  I  had  the  copy  on  the  eighteenth,  and  delivered  two  hun- 
dred on  the  twentieth. 

j£.  Now  look  at  the  paper,  and  tell  us  whether  it  was  January 
the  firft  month  in  the  year,  or  whether  it  was  February ? 

A-  This  is  the  paper,  I  Tee  now  it  is  January. 

,f\  Is  that  correel? 

A.  Yes. 

jf>.  Do  you  believe  then  that  you  received  it  on  the  eighteenth 
©f  January,  and  not  in  February? 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  about  it  I 

J|>.   When  you  returned  again,  was  it  to  a  public  dinner  or 
private  dinner  of  the  fociety  ? 

A.  A  public  dinner,  every  one  paid  for  his  ticket. 

j^.  Was  there  any  Chairman  at  dinner,  did  you  fee  any  body 
in  the  chair  ? 

A.  I  am  not  very  fure,  but  I  think  Thelwall  was  in  the  chair: 

J9.  Was  Mr.  Hardy  there? 

A.  Yes,  he  was. 

i£.  When  you  returned  to  dinner,  did  you  carry  any  copies  of 
the  papers  with  you  ? 

A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  thofe  copies  afterward  ? 

A .  Somebody  was  fent  for  them  to  my  houie* 

£>.  Where  from  ? 

A.  The  Globe  Tavern. 

jp.   From  the  meeting  ?' 

A.  Yes. 

3.  Were  they  brought  ? 

A.  Yes. 

3.  To  the  meeting? 

A:  Yes. 

J^.  Thefe  two  hundred  copies  ? 

A.  Yes,  they  were. 

J-*.  What  was  done  with  them  there? 

A.  I  faw  only  one  of  them. 

i?.  Where  did  you  fee  that  ? 

A.   Somebody  handed  it  about  at  the  meeting. 

Q.  How  many  perrons  might  there  be  aflembled  together  at 
»hat  meeting? 

A.  I 
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A.  I  fuppofe  there  were  about  three  hundred  or  thereabout?, 
as  near  as  I  can  guefs. 

J$>.   How  late  did  you  (lay? 

A.  Till  about  ten  o'clock,  or  thereabouts. 

.^.  Did  you  print  any  moreofthofe  papers  at  any  time.? 

A.  Yes. 

J$>.  At  that  time  ? 

A.   I  cannot  be  particular  to  the  time. 

j|>.  Were  any  printed  in  the  courfe  of  that  week  \ 

A.  I  believe  a  thoufand  more. 

J9.  By  whofe" order  ? 

A.   Mr.  Thelwall's  order  went  (till  on,    I    printed  in   that 
Week  one  thoufand,  and  completed  it  to  two  thoufand. 

j^.  What  did  you  do  with  them  when  you  printed  them! 

A .   I  carried  a  good  many  of  them  to  Mr.  Hardy's. 

j^.  What  did  you  do  with  the  reft? 

A.  People  came  for  fome  now  and  then. 

j|\  What  people  ? 

A.  Some  members  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 

j|>.  Did  you  deliver  them  as  they  came  for  them  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  fome  afked  for  a  dozen,  or  half  a  dozen,  or  fo. 

j^.   Had  you  any  other  order  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  printed  fix  thoufand  more. 

J$K  By  whofe  order  did  you.print  the  fix  thoufand  more  ? 

A.  I  believe  Mr.  Hardy  gave  me    the   order  to  go  on   with 
them  till  I  fhould  bedefired  to  (top. 

jfj.  Were  you  ever  defired  to  (top,  and  when  ? 

A.  I  was  defired,  I  believe,  in  the  month  of  March,  I  think 
fo. 

^.  Did  you  go  on  printing  them  till  the  month  of  March  ? 

A.  Yes,  I   did,    now  and  then   occaiionally,   as    they  were 
wanted. 

J|\  How  many  tnoufand  might  you  print  in  all  \ 

A.  Eiyht  thoufand. 

j|>.  Who  paid  you  for  them  ? 

A.  They  are  not  paid  for  yet. 

j^.  On  whofe  credit  did  you  do  them  ;  did  anv  body  at  any 
time  promife  to  pay  you  fur  them  ?" 

A.  No. 

£K  Had  you  any  converfation  with  Mr.  Hardy  about  being 
paid  for  them  ? 

A.  I  had  no  farther  than  to  put  them  to  the  credit  of  the  fo 
ciety. 

J>.  Who  defired  you  to  do  that  ? 

A,  He, 
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A.  He,  as  treafurer,  was  accountable  to  fee  the  debts  of  ^he 
fociety  paid. 

J^.   Who  was? 

A.  Mr.  Hardy. 

g>.  Did  you  make  the  fociety  debtor  for  t  hem  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  Then  you  have  not  been  paid  yet  ? 

A.  No,  I  have  not. 

J$>.  Hive  you  printed  on  other  o:cafions  for  the  fociety  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have. 

j|>.  Who  paid  you  for  thofe  ? 

A'.  Mr.  Hardy. 

(The  paper  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Dated  from  the  Globe  Tavern,  Jan.  20,  1794. 
{See  page  138  of  this  work. — To  zvhich  were  added  the  following.) 
u  Committee  Room,  Jan.  23,   1 794- 
"  Refolved  unanimoufly, 

"  That  a  hundred  thoufand  copies  of  the  addrefs  to  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  voted  at  the  General  Meeting,  be 
printed  and  diftributed  by  the  fociety. 

"  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  the  following  toafts,  drank  at 
the  anniverfary  dinner  of  the  fociety,  be  printed  at  the  end  of 
the  addrefs. 

'«  I.  The  Rights  of  Man  ;  and  may  Britons  never  want  fpi- 
rit  toafkrt  them. 

"II.  The  Britifh  Convention,  lately  held  at  Edinburgh  ;  and 
fuccefs  to  the  important  object  it  had  in  view. 

"  III.  Citizen  William  Skirving  charged  by  the  fentence  of 
the  Court  of  Judiciary,  with  the  honour  of  being  the  caufe  of 
calling  that  Convention. 

••  IV.  The  London  Correfponding  Society,  and  other  patriotic 
focieties  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

*'  V.  Citizen  Maurice  Margarot,  the  condemned  delegate  of 
this  fociety  ;  and  may  his  manly  and  patriotic  conduct  be  rewarded 
by  the  attachment  of  the  people. 

"  Citizen  Gerald  then  arofe,  and  in  a  dream  of  infpiring  elo- 
quence, pronounced  the  juft  eulqgium  of  this  truly  valuable 
citizen,  fo  emphatically  called  by  Citizen  Aitchifon,  (one  of  the 
witnelfes  on  his  trial)  the  Second  Sidney.  He  concluded  with 
wifhing  we  might  rather  die  the  laft  of  Britiih  Freemen,  than 
live  the  frft  of  Haves. 

*'  VI.  Citizen  Joseph  Gerald,  the  other  delegate  ofthis/b- 
ciety,  now  under  per fecution ;  and  may  his  concluding  fenti- 
ment  be  engraved  upon  every  Britifh  heart. 

«  VII.  The 
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"<e  \  il.  The  tranfa&ions  at  Toulon.     May  Briton's  remem- 
ber  them  as  they  ought,  and  profit  by  dear  bought  experience. 

"  VIII.  Citizen  Hamiltm  Rowan,  and  the  other  true  patriot* 
of  Ireland ;  and  may  the  authors  of  the  Convention-bill  find  that 
they  have  committed  a  bull. 

"  IX.  Citizens  Afuir  and  Palmer — May  their  fentence  be 
fpeedily  reverfed,  and  Botany-Bay  be  peopled  with  a  colony  of 
real  criminals. 

"  X.  Succefs  to  the  arms  of  Freedom  againft  whomfoever 
directed  ;  and  confuiion  to  defpots  with  whomfoever  allied. 

"  XI.  All  that  is  good  in  every  confiitution  ;  and  may  we 
never  be  fuperftitious  enough  to  reverence  in  any,  that  which  is 
good  for  nothing. 

"  XII.  Citizen  Thomas  Paine' — May  his  virtue  rife  fuperior 
to  calumny  and  fufpicion,  and  his  name  (till  be  dear  to  Britons. 

"  XIII.  Lord  Loughborough,  the  Earl  of  Moira,  Sir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  and  the  other  apoftates  from  liberty ;  and  may  they 
enjoy  the  profits  of  their  apoftacyyo  long  as  they  live. 

"  XIV.  A  fpeedy  and  honourable  peace  with  the  brave 
republic  of  France. 

"  XV.  The  Jlarving  manufacturers  and  neglecled  pcafantry 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland:  ' 

"  XVI.  Citizen  fohn  Froft ;  and  a  fpeedy  reftoration  of 
that  health  which  he  loft  in  the  dungeons  of  Newgate. 

"  XVII.  The  virtuous  and  f/iiritcd  citizens  now  in  confine- 
ment for  matters  of  opinion  ;  and  may  we  fhew  them,  by  our 
condudt,  that  they  are  not  forgotten." 

Q.   Where  did  you  fee  John  Martin  ? 

A.  I  never  fee  him  many  times. 

Q.  Did  you  never  fee  him  at  any  meeting  of  that  fociety  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have. 

Q.  Was  he  there  at  the  meeting  you  now  have  been  fpeaking 
of  at  the  Globe  Tavern  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  fee  him  there. 

Q.   Was  Martin  then  a  member  of  that  fociety  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay ;  I  faw  him  attend  the  Meeting. 

Q.  Did  any  body  attend  but  the  members  on  the  meetings  of 
the  fociety  ? 

A.  Upon  my  word  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Upon  your  oath,  did  you  ever  know  of  any  perfon  at- 
tending the  meetings  of  that  fociety,  but  the  members  of  the 
fociety  ? 

A.  There  might  be  many  that  did  not  belong  to  the  fociety, 

Q.  Was  the  bufinefs  that  you  was  with  Mr.  Martin, 
upon  at  his  houfe,  relative  to  the  London  Correfponding  So- 
ciety ? 

Ee  4rlt 
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/.  It  \<-as  on  the  latter  part  of  the  toafts  and  fentiments,  print-* 
ed  ( >n  the  back  of  that  paper. 

Q.  Be  fo  good  to  let  us  hear  what  pail  between  you  and  Mr. 
Martin  ? 

A.  I  told  him  that  I  thought  there  were  fome  hard  words  in 
the  refolutions  and  in  the  toafts.  He  faid  it  was  all  conftitu- 
tional,  and  where  no  danger  could  arife  from  it. 

Q.   Was  that  between  the  18th  and  20th,  or  after  the  meeting  ? 

A.  It  was  the  21ft,  the  firft  day  after  the  meeting,  or  the 
fecond. 

Jury  (to  Dav'ifon).  Was  there  any  other  individuals  attended 
this  meeting  but  what  were  members  ;  recollect  your  memory, 
and  think  of  it,  becaufe  you  pofitively  fay  to  the  contrary  ? 

Court.  Did  you  ever  admit  vifitors  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  underftood  that  there  were  tickets  to  be  given  at 
the  bar  to  any  body  that  chofe  to  call  for  them,  and  pay  for 
them. 

Mr.  Garroiv.  That  applies  to  the  dinner  at  the  Globe  Ta- 
vern. At  the  divifion  meeting,  if  any  body  chofe  to  go  and  afk 
for  a  ticket,  would  he  obtain  it  without  belonging  to  the  fociety  ? 

A.  No,  not  without  belonging  to  the  fociety. 

Richard  Williams  fworn. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Thelwall  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  his  manner  of  writing  ? 

A.   Yee. 

Q.  fa  /injur  flicivn  him.)  Be  fo  good  to  look  at  this,  and  tell 
me  whether  you  believe  that  to  be  his  hand-writing  ? 

A.   I  beLieve  that  fignature  to  be  his. 

Mr.  Erjkine.     I  object,  to  this  evidence. 

Mr.  Garroiv.  I  now  propofe  reading  a  letter  which  was 
penned  by  Mr.  Thelwall,  who  was  one  of  the  members  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society.  I  will  ftate  to  your  Lordihip 
the  ground  on  which  we  offer  it  againft  the  prifoner,  Thomas 
Hardy.  We  have  already  proved  to  your  Lordihip,  that  Mr. 
Thelwall  was  not  only  a  member  of  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing  Society,  but  that  on  the  fubjecT:  of  thefe  refolutions  being 
pafled  at  an  anniverfary  meeting,  he  a6led  as  an  agent  of  that 
foe  iety ;  and  I  propofe  to  read  this  letter  of  Mr.  Thelwall, 
which  I  ftate  to  be  a  furtherance  of  that  a£r.  of  agency.  It 
is  a  letter  which  Mr.  Thelwall  wrote  to  a  friend  of  his, 
and  it  purports  to  contain  feveral  feditious  fongs  and  toafts, 
ftiited  to  have  been  fung  and  compofed  by  Mr.  Thelwall  at 
that  meeting  (this  friend  of  Mr.  Thelwall's  .was  not  a  mem- 
ber of  this  fociety,  but-  a  private  perfon,)  we  bring  this  as 
a  fubordinate  branch  of  the  confpiracy  which  we  alledge,  was  to 

bring 
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bring  all  the' constituted  authorities  of  the  country  into  contempt, 
fo  as  to  mature  the  public  mind  for  that  grand  change  which 
was  the  object  of  the  confpiracy :  we  contend,  that  an  act  of 
Mr.  Thehvall's,  under  thefe  circumftances,  is  evidence.  There 
is  another  ground-^-it  gives  an  account  of  the  other  affiliated 
focieties,  as  being  in  great  preparation  for  that  grand  cataf- 
trophe,  which  it  was  their  object  to  bring  about ;  therefore,  this 
letter  and  this  account  are  receivable  evidence  againft  the  pri- 
soner at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Erfklne.  Mr.  Thelwall  appears  to  have  been  an  agent 
for  the  publication  of  this  addrefs,  which  turns  out  to  be  an  act 
of  the  iociety,  and  to  hare  ended  in  a  dinner,  at  which  thole 
toafts  were  drank  undoubtedly ;  but  the  difficulty  with  me  is 
this,  they  have  not  yet  fhewn  that  the  fongs  were  fung  at  that 
meeting  ;  if  they  had,  I  ihould  not  object  to  the  fongs  being 
read.  But  I  very  much  doubt  whether  any  account  of  fongs 
given  by  Mr.  Thelwall  to  a  third  perfon,  can  be  evidence  againit: 
Mr.  Hardy.  What  an  agent  does  is  one  thing,  and  what  an 
agent  fays  is  another  thing.  An  expreffion,  in  which 
another  man  drives  by  his  own  declaration  to  any  particular 
object,  and  he  makes  ufe  of  any  particular  expreffion  to  exprefs 
his  mind  by,  with  regard  to  that  object,  cannot,  I  humbly 
fubmit  to  the  Court,  be  evidence  againft  the  prifoner.  Suppole 
for  a  moment  that  Mr.  Thelwall  was  the  agent  of  Mr.  Hardy, 
what  evidence  was  there  that  the  contents  of  the  letter  was  true  ? 
I  own  that,,  in  fome  cafes,  Mr.  Hardy  might  be  bound  by  Mr. 
Thehvall's  agency;  but  it  does  not  occur  to  me,  in  this  inftance, 
that  this  can  be  allowed  as  evidence  againft  Mr.  Hardy. 

Mr.  Gibbs.  We  cannot  have  any  anxiety  to  refill,  the  evi- 
dence now  offered;  but  if  it  is  received  we  know  not  where  it 
may  end.  The  charge  now  is,  whether  Mr.  Hardy  hath  com- 
paffed  the  King's  death  ;  and  whether  he  hath  done  that  act 
charged  in  the  indictment  as  overt  acts,  for  this  defign.  Now 
with  refpect  to  that  which  pair,  at  the  meeting  where  Mr.  Hardy 
was,  and  with  refpect  to  any  thing  that  was  done  by  any  other 
perfon,  directed  and  inftructed  by  Mr.  Hardy  to  do  that  thing, 
we  admit  that  thofe  things  that  paffed  in  the  fociety  in  Mr. 
Hardy's  prefence,  and  that  which  was  done  by  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Hardy,  would  be  evidence  againft  him. 

But  we  object  to  this  as  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Thelwall, 
and  which  is  not  proved  that  Mr.  Hardy  ever  knew  of  it,  or  the 
contents  of  it.  I  confefs  I  cannot  fay  to  what  point  of  the  in- 
dictment this  letter  can  be  made  evidence  againft  Mr.  Hardy. 

In  the  firft  place,  the  three  charges  are — whether  Mr.  Hardy 
compaffed  the  King's  death  ;  whether  he  committed  any  act, 
ftated  as  the  overt  act  ;  and,  whether  he  committed  them  as  in 
that  defign  againft  the  King's  life. 

E  e  2  I  take 
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I  take  it,  that  a  letter  written  without  the  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Hardy,  cannot  be  evidence  of  his  mind  with  regard  to  com- 
paring ;  with  regard  to  the  overt  act,  there  mufl  be  proof  fpe- 
agaiaft  ail  the  prifoners  in  the  indictment.  The  prefent 
ge  is  only,  whether  Mr.  Hardy  did  any  of  thofe  acts ;  and 
the  declaration  of  any  other  man,  either  by  word  of  mouth  or 
by  letter,  cannot  prove  it  on  Mr.  Hardy. 

Then  let  us  take  the  profecution  of  the  fact  to  be  a  defign 
on  the  King's  life,  eventually  ;  furely  nothing  that  is  fa  id,  writ- 
ten, cr  done  by  a  third  perfon,  without  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Hardy,  can  prove  that  Mr.  Hardy  meant  to  produce  an  effect 
which  is  imputed  to  him,  namely,  the  deflruction  of  the  King. 
It  ieems  to  me,  that  it  is  impomble  to  fay  that  thofe  letters  con- 
duce to  pertain  to  Mr.  Hardy  on  any  of  thofe  three  things  that 
are  imputed  to  him  in  the  charge  of  the  indictment,  namely,  the 
comparing  the  King's  death ;  committing  an  overt  act,  or  that 
that  overt  act  was  directed  to  profecute  a  defign  againft  the 
King's  life.  I  fubmit,  that  on  neither  of  thefe  three  grounds  is 
this  letter,  written  by  Mr.  Thelwall,  proof  againft  Mr.  Hardy,  , 
therefore  it  fhould  not  be  received  in  evidence. 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdonald.     UntO  whom  is  the  letter  ad- 
dreffed? 

A.  To  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Bellamy. 
Mr.  Garrozu.  It  is  certainly  not  in  my  power  to  judge  of 
the  anxiety  of  my  learned  friends,  of  the  confequences  of 
producing  this  letter,  farther  than  that  it  is  expreffed  by  what 
they  fay.  I  am  fure  they  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  believe,  that 
I  would  not  oppofe  any  thing  that  can  be  fairly  afcribed  as  argu- 
ment againfr.  receiving  this  letter  as  evidence  againft  Mr.  Hardy. 
But  we  contend,  that  it  is  fit  to  be  received  in  evidence,  and  that 
the  facts  that  this  letter  relates  was  done  under  the  agency  of 
Mr.  Hardy.  But  we  make  it  evidence  in  another  way.  I  am 
not  to  fuppofe  that  my  learned  friends  can  limit  the  acts  of  thofe 
that  are  at  the  bar  to  be  done  by  themfelves,  or  by  their  order, 
for  we  knew  that  if  A.  or  B.  fhould  have  done  one  act,  that 
fhall  have  before  have  been  proved  to  be  part  of  the  general 
confpiracy,  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  various  means  and  divers 
inftruments  ;  it  is  evidence,  becaufe  it  is  fit  to  receive  the 
act  of  all  that  are  parties  in  the  general  caufe,  as  a  furtherance 
of  the  gener  *J  defign. 

It  is  not  required  to  prove  in  a  confpiracy,  becaufe  a  confpi- 
ralor  orders  hones  at  a  particular  place,  that  he  meant  to  go 
there  to  hire  the  horfes,  but  the  fact  of  having  done  fo,  his  ac- 
celfion  to  the  general  purpofe  of  the  confpiracy,  is  fufficient ; 
limiting  it  to  the  fubject  of  the  confpiracy,  and  not  extending 
it  to  the  crimes  of  any  other  dye  or  nature.  This  we  humbly 
admit  before  your  Lordfhip,  coming  from  whom  it  may,  whe- 
ther 
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dier  from  the  party  ©n  trial,  or  from  any  other,  in  confequence 
of  orders  giving  him  by  any  one  who  is  involved  in  the  ge- 
neral confpiracy,  either  before  or  after,  is  admifTible. 

Lord  Pre/ident.  I  confefs  I  have  great  doubts  myfelf, 
whether  it  is  evidence  that  ought  to  be  admitted.  I  agree, 
that  where  feveral  perfons  are  concerned  in  a  confpiraev, 
that  all  the  tranfactions  of  the  confpiracy  by  the  different 
parties,  may  and  ought  to  be  given  in  evidence ;  and  it  is 
enough,  if  the  party  accufed  can  be  brought  to  be  privy  to 
that  general  confpiracy  ;  for  if  he  is  fo  proved,  every  thing 
done  by  the  general  party,  muft  alfo  be  fo  imputed  to  him. 
If  I  underftand  this  cafe,  it  is  nothing  more  than  Mr.  Thel- 
wall's  account  to  a  private  friend,  of  the  part  that  he  had 
taken  refpecting  of  thefe  papers,  and  his  having  compofed 
fongs  ;  and  I  remember  another  pafTage  in  it,  which  will  be 
very  material  evidence  againit  Thelwall,  and  my  mind  mould 
be  referved  until  ThelwalPs  own  cafe  comes  before  us. 

I  coniider  this  private  letter  no  more  than  Thelvvall's  pri- 
vate declaration  ;  and  Thelwall's  private  declarations  docs  not 
amount  to  any  tranfactions  done  in  furtherance  of  the  plot  ; 
for  it  is  a  mere  recital,  a  bare  confeffion  of  his,  of  fome  part 
he  had  taken.  It  appears  to  me,  it  is  not  like  the  evidence  that 
was  before  admitted,  of  the  fact  done  by  Thelwall,  of  carry- 
ing the  paper  to  the  printer,  it  feems  to  (land  on  a  very  dif- 
ferent footing  ;  that  was  a  fact  proved  againft  a  man  which 
fhall  bind  him,  becaufe  he  is  connected  with  the  fact,  but  this 
is  evidence  of  no  fact,  and  therefore  cannot  bind  him. 

Mr.  Juftice  Bidler.  There  are  two  things  to  be  confidered 
in  cafes  of  this  fort.  The  firft  is,  whether  any  confpiracy 
exifts  at  all ;  and,  fecondly,  whether  the  prifoner  has  been 
privy  to  it. 

In  the  firft  place,  if  the  confpiracy  is  proved,  every  thing 
that  belongs  to  that  confpiracy  ought  to  be  received  in  evi- 
dence. Now,  if  the  cafe  flood  on  this  ground,  that  Thel- 
wall, one  of  the  confpirators,  faid,  that  their  object  was  fo 
and  fo,  that  would  be  evidence,  and  have  been  admitted  in  a 
variety  of  cafes.  In  Amory  and  Purchafe's  cafe,  it  was  ad- 
mitted. The  Attorney  General  fays,  I  call  the  witnefs  not  to 
fpeak  particularly  to  the  prifoner,  but  to  ftate  what  was  the 
opinion  of  the  mob.  On  cafes  which  have  happened  in  our 
own  days,  as  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  the  evidence  of  what  dif- 
ferent people  in  the  mob  had  faid,  though  he  was  not  there, 
was  admitted  ;  and  in  all  the  cafes  in  St.  Margaret's  Hill, 
the  fame  thing  was  admitted  in  many  inftances,  as  fhewing 
what  was  the  defign  on  foot.  It  is  a  very  diflinct  queflion, 
whether  the  prifoner  was  to  be  effected  by  it.     In  that  light, 
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as  ^general  evidence,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  evidence.  But, 
before  it  can  effect  the  prifoner  materially,  it  is  neceffary  to 
make  out  another  point;  namely,  that  he  confented  to  the 
extent  that  the  other  did ;  but  when  we  coniider  the  queflion 
of  the  general  confpiracy,  any  thing  that  hath  been  faid,  may 
be  admitted ;  ftill  lei's  any  thing  that  was  written,  ought  to  be 
received  as  evidence. 

Mr.  Jujlice  Grofe.  It  appears  to  me,  that  this  is  evidence 
of  what  the  parties  meant ;  by  what  was  done  at  the  place 
where  both  thefe  parties  were  prefent,  both  members  of  one 
fociety,  and  profefTedly  concerned  in  one  plan,  and  fo  it  is 
very  material  to  hear  what  either  of  them  fays  refpecting 
this  plan,  for  there  is  no  doubt  about  it,  but  thofe  papers  are 
respecting  this  plan  ;  but  the  intention,  the  animus  with  which 
thefe  people  meant  to  publifh  thefe  papers,  muft  be  left  with 
the  Jury.  My  opinion  from  the  beginning  to  end  is  and  was, 
that  it  is  evidence. 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdonald.  I  heartily  bring  in  '  my 
mind  to  fall  in  with  my  Brother  Grofe,  on  the  definition  that 
he  has  laid  down,  that  it  may  be  giving  in  as  evidence,  as 
in  proof  of  the  furtherance  of  the  confpiracy  ;  and,  I  agree, 
that  an  act  done,  may  be  given  in  evidence  ;  but  an  act  done, 
is  different  than  a  mere  relation  of  an  act  done  as  given 
to  another  perfon.  I  have  fo  great  a  doubt  about  it,  that  I  am 
inclined  to  reject  the  receiving  it. 

Mr.  Baron  Hotham.  I  do  not  think  it  evidence  to  be  re- 
ceived in  this  cafe.  1  confider  it  only  as  a  mere  relation  of 
what  hath  paft ;  which  relation,  if  it  is'!  to  affect:  the  pri- 
foner at  the  bar,  muft  be  a  1  eal  fact,  that  happened  when  the 
prifoner  was  prefent,  of  which  there  is  no  evidence  but  what 
is  ftated  in  this  letter,  nor  is  there  any  proof  that  the  prifoner 
was  prefent. 

The  Lord  Prejident.  After  having  heard  what  hath  been 
faid,  I  remain  of  the  fame  mind.  In  the  cafe  of  Lord  George 
Gordon,  the.  cry  of  the  mob,  at  the  time,  was  allowed  to 
make  a  part  of  the  fact  of  the  tranfaction  ;  therefore,  that 
evidence  was  received.  I  have  fo  great  a  doubt  upon  it,  that 
I  prefer  abiding  by  my  own  opinion. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  I  fpeak  merely  with  a  view  to  what 
may  happen  afterward. 

Mr.  Erfkine.     It  is  time  enough  when  the  cafe  happens. 

Mr.  Garrow.  I  am  going  to  offer  a  letter  of  Martin's, 
which  I  mail  prove  to  be  his  hand-writing  :  it  is  a  letter  of 
Martin's  to  Margarot,  after  the  dinner  at  the  Globe  Tavern, 
who  was  at  that  time  in  cuftody  at  the  Tolbooth,  in  Edin- 
burgh, having  been  apprehended  as  a  part  of  that  Britifh  Con- 
vention which  the  magiilrates  difperfed. 

b  It 
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'  It  Contains  a  declaration  of  univerfal  approbation  of  ths 
conduct  of  thole  delegates  who  had  conduced  themfelves  fo 
in  the  North  ;  and  Hates  other  circumftances,  one  of  which  is, 
the  manner  in  which  his  Majefly  had  met  his  Parliament,  as 
alfo  the  manner  in  which  he  is  flated  to  be  received  and  in- 
fulted  going  through  the  Park  (I  offer  it  as  a  letter  wrote  to 
incite  them,  and  encourage  them  in  the  general  confpiracy.) 

Mr,  Er/Jchie.  I  apprehend  that  this,  on  no  principles  what- 
ever, can  be  evidence.  I  fhall  not  draw  the  Court  at  all  in 
the  confr.ru£T.ion  of  the  ftatute  of  King  Edward  the  Third  at 
this  moment.  The  prifoner  is  on  his  General  IfTue ;  and  I 
ihall  addrefs  your  Lordihip,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  in 
due  feafon.  This  is  an  indictment  for  compaffing  and  ima- 
gining the  death  of  the  King  ;  and  to  prove  which,  there  are 
overt  acts  put  into  the  indictment,  which  are  laid  as  acts  done 
in  purfuance  or  in  accomplifhment  of  this  firfl  intention ;  or, 
to  ufe  the  language  of  the  indictment,  "  to  fulfil  the  trai- 
torous intention,  which  the  charge  on  record  declares  that  thefe 
acts  were  done. 

It  is  impoffible  for  my  learned  friend  to  go  farther  than  to 
contend,  that  by  thefe  overt  acts  they  involved  themfelves, 
in  order  to  effect  a  forcible  fubverfion  of  government,  which 
would  finally  involve  in  it  the  death  of  the  King  ;  and  that, 
therefore,  this  is  an  overt  act ;  or,  in  other  words,  relative 
evidence  to  prove  the  criminal  intention,  which  is  the  fubject 
matter  of  this  indictment.  But  your  Lordihip  ought  to  per- 
mit no  other  act  which  decyphers  his  mind  to  the  Jury,  any 
expreflions  of  his  own,  any  thing  that  he  hath  done  but  thofe 
which  points  directly  to  the  purpofe  of  this  indictment ;  for 
I  hope  your  Lordihip  will  never  ceafe  to  recollect  the  crime 
charged  on  the  record  is,  compaffing  and  imagining  the  King's 
death.  Having  faid  thus  much,  let  us  fee  the  danger  of  al- 
lowing the  letter  of  a  man,  who  is  charged  equally  on  this 
record,  to  be  one  of  the  confpirators  with  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar.  Mr.  Martin  hath  a  bill  found  againfl  him  ;  but  we,  who 
are  now  counfel  for  the  prifoner,  are  counfel  for  him,  as  hav- 
ing engaged  with  the  other  perfons,  now  in  Newgate,  to  ac- 
complifh  this  mofr.  deteftable  purpofe,  namely,  to  deitroy  the 
life  of  the  King.  Then,  as  to  what  this  Mr.  Martin  wrote, 
„it  cannot  even,  with  the  principles  of  common  fenfe,  be  cOn- 
fidered  as  connected  with  this  bufmefs,  except  as  a  member  of 
the  Correfpoiiding  Society,  which,  by  the  bye,  he  is  not  prov- 
ed to  be  yet. 

Mr.  Garroiv.     Yes  ;   Davifon  proved  that. 
Mr.  Erjklne.     We  will  take  him,  for  argument  fake,  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Correfponding  Society,  it  mult   not  follow, 

that 
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that  it  can  be  given  in  evidence  ;  for  what  I  wanMo  know  is, 
upon  what  principle  can  you  go  to  affecvfc  the  prifoner,  be- 
yond the  profecurion  of  direct  confpiracy  charged  on  the.  de- 
fendant I  But  then  it  ought  to  be  on  this  wholefome  ground, 
which  we  do  not  ftand  here  to  contradict,  that  it  Ihould  be  that 
that  can  fhew  or  decypher  the  mind  of  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar  to  the  jury,  from  whence  they  can  collect,  that  he  in- 
tended the  death  of  the  King,  this  may  be  evidence  againft  him  ; 
but  if  what  Martin  fays  is  to  be  brought  in  evidence  againft 
Mr.  Hardy,  then,  according  to  that,  .any  man  in  the  Cor- 
responding Society,  which  we  could  have  proved  had  fpoken 
contemptuoufly  of  the  King,  or  who  had  reviled  the  King, 
Mr.  Hardy  at  the  fame  time,  not  fpeaking  of  the  King,  or 
reviling  him,  it  would,  I  fay,  render  that  man — that  innocent 
Eian,  as  I  have  a  right  to  ftyle  him,  anfwerable  for  every 
wicked  rhing  that  any  man  hath  faid,  or  any  man  hath  writ- 
ten. With  refpect  to  the  fubject  of  the  letter,  I  collect  from 
the  Attorney  General  yefterday,  that  Mr.  Martin  writes  to 
Mr.  Margarot,  of  a  patten  having  been  thrown  at  the  King, 
in  St.  James's  Park,  at  his  return  from  his  parliament,  which, 
by  the  bye,  is  the  language  of  the  law ;  and  if  that  expref- 
fion  is  at  all  to  be  evidence,  to  decypher  the  mind  of  any 
body,  it  muft  be  Mr.  Martin's  ;  if  not  Mr.  Martin's,  nobody  at 
all.  I  fay,  that  from  all  that  hath  been  laid  before  your 
Lordfhip  this  day,  and  yefterday,  the  evidence  amounts  to 
this,  that  a  great  number  of  people  have  aflembled,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  this  ifland,  all  driving  to  one  purpofe.  Your 
Lord/hi/i  will  recoiled:,  this  does  not  exift  in  the  Correfpond- 
ing  Societies  alone,  or  in  its  members ;  but,  for  an  accom- 
plishment of  this  purpofe,  they  correfpond  with  Norwich — 
they  correfpond  with  Leeds — with  Edinburgh — they  corref- 
pond with  all  names  of  the  places,  that  one  mull:  look  into  a 
Gazetteer  to  remember  them  all.  If  this  letter  is  ad- 
mitted. According  to  that,  the  declaration  of  every  man,  and 
not  the  declaration  of  what  Mr.  Hardy  meant,  may  be  evi- 
dence againft  Mr.  Hardy  ;  and  it  has  not  yet  been  ftated,  that 
the  object  of  all  vour  meetings  was  to  deftroy  the  King.  But, 
if  any  intemperate  man,  drunk  or  fober,  chofe  to  make  ufe 
of  any  contemptuous  expreflion  of  the  King,  (I  do  not  ftand 
up  here  to  vindicate  them)  are  they  to  attach  on  the  defendant  ? 
I  enter  my  folemn  proteft  againft  this  being  given  as  evidence 
againft  Mr.  Hardy.  I  muft  needs  do  fo,  when  I  heard  an  ex- 
preflion imputed  to  Mr.  Hardy,  yefterday,  by  the  Attorney 
General,  which  I  know  does  not  belong  to  him.  Suppofing 
any  man  of  all  that  Society  fhould  fay  an  intemperate  and 
abrurd  tiling,  a  criminal  thing,  is  that  to  be  imputed  to  Mr. 

Hardy  ? 
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Hardy  ?  or,  fuppofe  further,  a  man  fhould  take  off  the  froth 
of  fome  porter,  and  fay  thus,  I  mould  like  to  cut  off  the 
heads  of  Kings  ;  though,  in  the  firft  place,  fhould  not  I 
know  what  Kings  he  meant  ?  But,  fuppofe  any  man  with 
whom  I  am  connected  with  in  the  Society,  eftablifhed  for  the 
Reform  in  Parliament,  ufe  any  intemperate  exprefhon,  am  I 
to  be  accountable  ?  I  know  if  the  papers  were  laid  before 
'your  Lord/Mp,  there  might  be  expreffions  intemperate — there 
might  be  expreffions  illegal — there  might  be  expreffions  that 
ought  not  to  be  ufed — and,  as  far  as  your  Lordfhip  could  im- 
pute them  expreffions  to  me,,  that  would  be  one  thing.  But, 
good  God  !  what  man  would  enter  into  fociety,  for  any  one 
object  whatever,  i'f  the  language  of  every  individual  member 
ot  that  fociety,  could  be  ufed  in  evidence  againft  any  one  of 
them  ?  and  I  will  only  afk,  where  this  is  to  (top  ?  If  you  im- 
pute to"  Mr.  Hardy  this — if  Mr.  Martin  is  to  be  the  decypherer 
of  the  mind  of  Mr.  Hardy,  I  muft  alfo  call  witneffes  to  prove 
Mr.  Martin's  character,  and  his  mind.  If  then  you  can  go 
to  the  length  of  making  the  contemptuous  declaration  of  Mr. 
Martin  againft  the  King,  to  faften  on  Mr.  Hardy,  every 
other  man,  who  meets  on  another  purpofe,  and  for  another 
end,  might  even  be  involved.  Is  it  meant  to  be  gravely  faid 
here,  that  perfons  meeting  together  for  the  accomplifhment  of 
a  purpofe,  which  purpofe  appears  by  the  evidence  to  be  what 
I  have  now  heard,  are  all  to  be  involved  in  the  expreffions  of 
a  fingle  man  ?  But  mall  we  fay,  that  the  prifoner  at  the  bar, 
who  ftands  accufed  of  compaffing  the  death  of  the  King,  that 
every  thing  that  is  done  in  his  prefence,  or  faid  in  his  pre- 
fence,  to  which  he  may  be  fuppofed  to  affent,  fhall  be  im- 
puted to  him,  becaufe  he  is  continually  meeting  the  fame  per- 
fons again  afterwards  ?  If  Mr.  Martin  had  faid  this  in  the 
prefence  of  Mr.  Hardy,  and  afterward  Mr.  Hardy  meeting 
with  Mr.  Martin,  had  agreed  to  the  expreffions,  fo  far  I  will 
admit  it  might  be  faid  to  be  evidence  againft  Mr.  Hardy,  but 
not  on  the  ground  on  which  they  ftand  at  prefent. 

Mr.  Garrow.  When  I  fhall  have  proof  of  the  hand-wri- 
ting, I  mean  to  read  it  as  a  letter  addreffed  to  Margarot,  the 
miffionary  of  this  Society. 

(It  was  not  found  at  Margaret's.) 

Mr.  Erfklne.  If  it  had  been  written  to  Hardy  himfelf,  it  is 
not  evidence.  I  cannot  help  any  man  writing  to  me.  I 
really  wifh  the  Court  would  confider  it,  in  order  to  fee  the 
extent  in  which  this  bufinefs  is  opened.  We  are  now  far  ad- 
vanced in  this  fecond  day,  on  an  indictment  for  compaffing 
the  King's  death  ;  and  if  your  Lordfhip  looks  through  the 
State  Trials,  from  the  beginning  of  our  hiftory  to  the  prefent 

F  f  time, 
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time,  you  will  find  it  was  never  neceffary  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  expedient  that  was  gone  into  laft  night  •  never,  I  fay 
never.  Once  in  the  cafe  of  Elizabeth  Cannon  it  was  done,  I 
am  now  told. 

'  If  this  method  of  evidence  is  to  be  gone  into,  I  proteft  I  do 
riot  know  where  it  is  to  end.  If  this  letter  of  Mr.  Martin's  is 
to  be  read,  Mr.  Martin  of  courfe  muft  be  allowed  to  explain 
it,  and  perfons  muft  be  brought  to  fuftain  him  in  his  expla- 
nation. Shall  I,  in  my  turn,  be  allowed  to  produce  letters  of 
all  that  Society  ?  Certainly  not.  It  would  be  abiurd  and 
foolifh  to  expect  it ;  therefore,  on  every  principle  of  the  law, 
and  on  every  principle  of  juftice,  I  object  to  Mr.  Martin's 
letter  being  read,  unlefs  it  can  be  fhewn  that  Mr.  Hardy  knew 
the  contents  of  this  letter.  I  certainly  muft  object  to  any 
contemptuous  expreffions,  ufed  in  this  letter,  being  imputed  to 
Mr    Hardy. 

Mr.  Gibbs.  This  I  muft  fay,  that  offering  this  letter,  is 
endeavouring  to  bring  before  your  Lordfhips  precifely  the  fame 
.queftion  again,  what  your  Lordfhips  have  juft  determined. 
Your  Lordfhips  faid,  in  the  cafe  of  Lord  George  Gordon,  it 
was  proved  the  declaration  of  perfons,  when  the  prifoner  was 
not  prefent,  wrere  received,  becaufe  he  was  prefent  at  the  col- 
lection of.  and  during  the  riots  of  thofe  mobs,  in  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  which  it  was  endeavoured  to  implicate  the  prifoner  ; 
therefore,  on  that  ground,  it  was  admiffible  evidence,  to  fhew 
what  the  object  of  their  confpiracy  was,  and  therefore  it  was 
received  ;  but  on  what  ground  can  this  letter  be  received  as 
evidence  againft  Mr.  Hardy  ?  I  underftand  the  line  drawn  to 
be  this  :  when  a  man  is  indicted  for  that  which  is  done  by  a 
great  collection  of  men  affembled  together,  the  declarations  of 
the  men  which  were  fo  affembled  together,  and  acting  with 
the  prifoner,  in  that  cafe  every  act  done  was  admiffible  evi- 
dence, to  mow  what  the  object  of  that  affemblv  was  ;  but 
why  was  the  laft  letter  not  admiffible  ?  Becaufe  it  contained 
facts,  which  relation  of  facts,  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  was  not 
confonant  to.  What  was  the  contents  of  this  letter?  I  afked  to  fee 
it,  before  I  ftated  any  thing  to  your  Lordihip's.  I  was  told  it  was 
irregular.  I  now  underftand  it  is  only  a  relation  of  facts ;  which 
relation  of  facts  was  to  excite  and  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  thofe 
people  in  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  Gurrozv.     The    letter    is    an   incitation  in    the    very 
terms. 

Mr.  Gibbs.     I  am  certainly  arguing  under  very   great  dif- 
ficulty ;  therefore,  I  can  only  truft  on  my  own   recollection, 
what  was  loofely  ftated.     It  may  be  the  intention  to  keep  up 
the  foirit  of  Mr.  Margarot  by  the  writer  q£  jt ;  but  was  thap 
*  the 


[      227       ] 

the  object  of  the  prifoner  at  the  bar ;  did  the  prifoner  at  the  bar 
mean  that  thefc  facts  fhould  be  fo  related  ;  the  mere  fubftance 
of  the  letter  proves,  that  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  is  not  at  all  im- 
plicated. Shall  we  fay,  that  whatever  the  writer  of  that  letter 
hath  imprudently,  foolifhly,  and  raihly,  and  I  may  fay,  unlaw- 
fully, exprefTed  in  that  letter,  that  that  ramnefs  and  illegality  is 
to  be  fixed  on  Mr.  Hardy. 

It  feems  to  me,  that  this  cafe  comes  diredtly  within  your 
Lordfhips  decifion  in  the  laft  argument.  In  the  cafe  of  Lord 
Gordon,  part  of  that  multitude  at  the  time  were  unlawfully 
collected,  for  which  unlawful  collection  the  prifoner,  among 
others,  was  charged  as  part  of  that  multitude,  and  therefore  the 
behaviour  of  the  mob  at  the  time  was  allowedly  evidence  againft 
him.  I  agree,  that  what  the  prifoner  fays  may  be  evidence 
againft  himfelf,  except  he  can  exculpate  himfelf ;  but  that  that 
ihould  be  evidence  againft  Mr.  Hardy,  to  which  Mr.  Hardy 
never  acceded,  I  am  fure  it  is  againft  all  law,  and  I  am  lure  it 
is  againft  all  juftice.  Juftice  don't  require  that  that  which  is 
proved  to  have  paft  in  the  mind  of  one  man,  fliould  fix  an  im- 
plication of  the  fame  guilt  on  another,  who  never  either  at  the 
time  or  afterwards  knew  that  the  letter  was  written. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  I  ihall  trouble  your  Lordfhip  with  a 
very  few  words.  I  truft  you  will  think  this  letter  unquefti- 
onably  evidence  of  the  indictment.  It  ftates,  that  the  prifoner, 
with  others,  have  confpired  to  compafs  the  King's  death  ;  and 
one  overt  act,  amongft  others  is,  that  they  did  it  by  writing  and 
publishing  divers  books,  pamphlets,  letters,  &c.  Now,  my 
Lord,  on  every  principle  which  hath  been  ftatcd  by  Mr.  Gibbs, 
it  appears  to  me,  that  this  is  evidence  ;  and  on  the  authority  of 
the  principle  which  he  has  referred  to,  I  lhall  make  it  clearly 
evidence.  The  principle  that  is  ftated  by  Mr.  Gibbs  being, 
that  what  is  declared  by  confpirators,  whilft  in  action,  is  evi- 
dence againft  thofe  that  are  prefent,  as  well  as  thofe  that  are 
not ;  on  which  ground  this  letter  is  evidence. 

Mr.  Gibbs.  I  did  not  fay  the  confpirators  in  action  ;  I  fay, 
where  a  number  of  men  are  indicted  for  a  number  of  a£ts,  and 
the  prifoner  at  the  bar  is  fometimes  prefent  and  fometimes  ab- 
fent,  that  he  cannot  be  implicated  in.  the  acts  which  are  done  in 
his  abfence. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  I  am  not  very  well  able  to  diftingnifh 
between  what  I  faid  and  what  Mr.  Gibbs  faid  ;  but  I  take  this 
letter  to  be  a  declaration  of  the  confpirators  in  the  progrefs  of 
their  confpiracy.  The  former  cafe,  which  your  Lord/hips 
have  decided,  was  a  letter  addrefted  to  a  perion  which  we  have 
not  fhown  at  all  to  be  involved  in  the  confpiracy  ;  whereas  this 
1$  a  letter  addrefted  by  Mr.  Martin  (who  was  mown  to  be  tha 
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chairman  of  the  meeting)  to  Mr.  Margarot,  a  delegate  of  that 
fociety  to  the  convention  at  Edinburgh.  It  i.s,  therefore,  a  con- 
verlation,  by  letter,  between  two  perfons  which  were  parties  in  a 
confpiracy,  if  there  exifted  fuch  a  confpiracy.  For  the  firft 
queftlbn  is,  is  there  proved  the  exigence  of  a  confpiracy  ?  The 
next  thing  to  conhder  is,  the  object  of  that  confpiracy  ;  and 
then  the  views  of  the  confpirators,  how  far  they  went  ■  and  on 
this  ground  converfations  of  thefe  confpirators,'  totally  diftindt 
from  die  prilbner  at  the  bar,  have  conftantly  been  given  in, 
evidence. 

In  the  profecution  of  my  Lord  Strafford,  which  was  a  profe- 
cution  m  parliament,  and  where  the  proceedings  went  to  a  con- 
siderable length  ;  there  the  evidence  was  given,  firft  limply  and 
only  of  the  general  plot,  and  the  perfons  Avllo  were  capable  of 
bringing  it  home  to  Lord  Strafford  Were  not  examined  to  that 
point  at  firft,  but  examined  only  as  to  the  general  plot.  In 
die  comic  of  their  evidence  they  prove  a  difcourfe  of  feveral 
perfons,  with  whom  the' Lord  Strafford  had  no  fort  of  commu- 
nication ;  in  which  the  perfon  fo  converfing  told  the  witnefs, 
that  there  would  be  a  great  change  in  England.  To  whom 
was  this  imputed  ?  to  none  of  thofe  that  were  included  in  the 
impeachment,  but  Lord  Strafford  ;  but  that  was  given  in  evidence 
in  proof  of  the  general  confpiracy,  which  was  then  charged  to 
cxift  for  reftoring  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  this  country. 
The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Serjeant  Maynard  fpeaks  of  it  "is 
this,  he  fays,  if  it  is  a  general  deiign,  or,  fays  he,  if  there  is  a 
general  faction  of  a  general  party  in  the  nation,  if  there  is  a 
treafonable  plot,  one  tranfaclion  in  one  place  and  another  in 
another,  yet  if  there  be  a  common  confent  to  accomplilh  this 
plot,  then  what  others  did,  the  act  of  all  the  perfons,  though 
many,  and  times  and  places  many,  and  the  means  with  which 
they  were  to  accomplilh  them  many  too,  were  to  be  given  in 
evidence.  In  the  cafe  of  my  Lord  Lovatt,  the  fame  fort  of 
doctrine  was  laid  down,  with  refpect  to  the  diftinction  between 
the  evidence  of  the  general  plot,  and  the  particular  evidence  as 
affecting  the  individual.  The  manner  in  which  the  Solicitor 
General  of  that  time  ftates  it,  is  this,  it  is  neceffary,  by  general 
evidence,  to  ihew  that  there  have  been  fuch  plots  and  confpi- 
racies,  and  then  to  affect  the  prifoner,  to  ihew  that  he  was  con- 
cerned in  thefe  plots  This  has  been  the  general  form  of  giving 
evidence,  and  no  objection  to  thefe  proceedings  was  taken  in 
many  trials  which  took  place  after  the  Revolution  jn  cafes  of 
this  fort ;  for  this  was  faid  as  an  objection  of  Mr.  Murray,  of 
receiving  evidence  of  a  confpiration,  who  ftated  fome  conver- 
fation  of  Lord  Dair  ;  and  what  was  this  but  giving  evidence  of 
the  converfation  between  two  confpirators  on  the  fubject  of  the 
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piot,  for  the  purpofe  of  fhewing  what  was  the  nature,  tendency, 
and  object  of  the  plot,  and  what  were  the  views  of  the  feyeral 
perfons  who  were  concerned  ;  and  with  fubipiffion  to  your 
Lordlhip,  I  fay  this  letter  is  evidence.  On  the  fame  ground  this 
is  evidence  de  anhno,  how  Mr.  Martin  acted ;  I  do  not  fay  it  is 
evidence  de  ammo,  how  Mr.  Hardy  acted.  In  regard  to  the 
general  plot,  fome  of  them  may  have  views  lefs  culpable  than 
others;  but  for  the  Jury  to  determine  what  is  die  guilt  of  the 
particular  perfons  charged,  the  views  of  the  feveral  perfons  cqn- 
cerned  in  the  plot  ought  to  be  laid  before  them,  and  eipecially 
when  it  happens  to  be  in  a  converfation  of  two  of  the  perfons 
engaged  in  the  plot,  as  is  the  cafe  with  refpect  to  this  letter  j 
then  I  fubmit  to  your  Lordlhip,  this  is  a  matter  which  may 
fairly  and  properly, be  given  in  evidence,  Avithin  the  view  of 
that  determination,  which  your  Lordlhip  has  before  made  ; 
on  the  very  foundation  that  this  is  what  paft  from  fome  of  the 
perfons  engaged  in  this  confpiracy,  while  it  is  in  its  procefs,  and 
which  we  attribute  to  manifeil  what  the  confpirators  had  in 
view. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair.  In  order  to  underfrand  the  fubject,  it 
is  necefiary  to  ftate  the  ground  on  which  this  evidence  is  offered, 
and  I  conceive  that  a  great  part  of  my  learned  triend's  argument 
is  anfwered  by  a  confideration  of  the  ground  on  which  the 
evidence  is  offered,  becaufe  I  do  not  conceive,  nor  do  1,  for  one 
offer  the  evidence  to  the  Court  on  the  ground  that  the  idle 
expreffions  of  Mr.  Martin,  reflecting  die  King,  is  any  evidence 
at  all  againft  Mr.  Hardy,  the  prifoner  at  the  bar ;  but  I  offer  it 
on  this  ground,  that  a  part  of  that  letter  which  was  offered  in 
evidence  is  alledged  to  relate,  and  your  Lordlhip  will  find  when 
it  is  read,  that  it  does  relate  to  an  act  done  by  the  confpirators 
in  the  party  of  the  confpiracy,  which  by  the  indictment  is  impu- 
ted to  the  prifoner.  It  is  a  llatement  of  one  of  the  confpirators, 
who  had  been  in  the  chair  of  a  meeting  which  we  call  the  con- 
fpirators, held,  and  alledged  as  held,  for  the  furthering  the  views 
of  the  confpirators. 

The  charge  againft  the  prifoner  is,  that  of  compaffing  the 
King's  death,  by  means  of  a  confpiracy ;  to  overturn  the  con- 
ftitutional  authority  of  the  ftate,  and  the  government  of  the 
country,  under  colour  of  a  profeffed  defign  to  make  a  reform  in 
parliamentary  representation,  and  to  correct  abufes  in  one 
branch  of  the  legillature ;  a  defign  of  which  the  prifoner  may 
be  wholly  innocent  or  guilty  of,  as  charged  in  this  indictment ; 
but  when  this  confpiracy  is  carried  on  under  iuch  a  pretext,  how 
is  that  conftruction  to  be  collected  ;  how  is  that  ambiguity  to 
be  removed,  but  by  the  conduct  of  the  confpirators  themfelves? 
It  is  on  that  ground,  and  on  that  alone,  that  I  fubmit  to  the  court 
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tfns  evidence,  and  we  fubrnit  it  to  the  court  .is  /hewing  the  fur- 
therance of  the  conlpira'tors  in  the  defign  which  this  indictment 
imputes  to  them. 

It  feems  to  me,  there  cannot  be  any  evidence  more  directly 
given  to  develope  the  mind  and  the  intention  of  the  confpirators, 
than  that  fpecies  of  evidence  which  we  now  offer  ,to  the  court. 
I  don't  fay  that  this  letter  may  be  very  material  to  this  fact,  but 
the  principle  is  extenfive  in  its  application,  not  only  on  the  prefent 
eccafion,  but  on  occafions  which  may  hereafter  oecura  and  to  " 
which  this  will  be  a  precedent  to  pofterity. 

It  feems'  to  me,  that  the  ground  on  which  this  evidence  is 
ofFered  to  the  court,  is  fo  directly  within  the  principle  of  the 
Earl  of  Strafford's  cafe,  that  it  feems  impoflible,  without  holding 
that  cafe  not  to  be  law,  to  reject  this  evidence  from  being  ofFered 
to  the  court. 

Mr.  Bear  croft.  I  make  no  apology  for  troubling  your  Lord- 
thip  in  this  point,  becaule  .of  its  very  great  importance,  and 
inafmuch  as  it  is  of  fuch  great  and  general  import,  I  therefore 
feel  it  my  duty  to  attempt  to  give  my  affiftance  in  elucidating  the 
lubjec~r.  the  belt  way  I  can  ;  in  doing  it,  two  things  I  fhall  avoid  ; 
I  will  not  attempt  to  break  in  or  controvert  the  ride  already  laid 
down  by  the  court,  as  1  underftand  it :  and  fecondly,  I  will  not 
repeat  a  fyllable  of  the  learned  gentlemen  who  have  gone  before 
me,  but  I  think  I  can  add  another  obfervation. 

When  I  fay  I  will  not  controvert  the  rule  laid  down,  I  wifh 
to  flare  how  1  fuppofe  the  rule  has  been  laid  down  ;  as  1  eatched 
it,  it  was  this,  that  a  mere  narration  of  fnnple  facts  that  have 
paft  cannot  be  admifftble.  But  when  a  queftion  ofv  evidence 
ariles  in  a  great  extent,  I  have  always  been  taught,  the  way  to 
decide  on  the  competency  and  admiflibility  of  that  evidence,  is 
to  eonfider  what  is  the  queftion  tried,  againft  whom  is  the  tefti- 
mony  ofFered,  what  is  the  nature  of  it,  and  to  what  purpofe  is  it 
produced. 

[  take  it  for  granted,  or  elfe  I  am  grofsly  miftaken,  that  the 
object  of  offering  this  letter,  is  to  fhew  that  the  prifoner  at  the 
bar  is  guilty  of  high  treafon,  in  the  fpecies  charged  in  this  in- 
dictment, and  that  he,  by  means  of  overt  acts,  which  amount  to 
treafon,  defigned  to  carry  this  fcheme  into  execution. 

Though  this  is  an  indictment  for  high  treaion,  yet  becaufe 
the  high  treafon  is  to  be  carried  into  execution,  by  means  of  a 
ctnfpiracy,  all  that  the  law  allows  jull  in  the  admi lability  of 
evidence  in  the  trial  of  a  minor  cafe,  is  alio  law  in  the  cafe  of 
high  treafpn. 

1  take  it  to  be  fet  led  in  the  trial  of  every  indictment,  of  con- 
spiracies of  every  kind,  they  firft  charge  a  general  cbnfpiracy, 
and  therefoi  c  having  once  eftabiifhed  that,  then  you  go  on  to  fhew 
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thai  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  together  with  others  charged  in  the 
indictment,  confpired  together.  I  defire  to  be  underftood,  that 
this  is  not  brought  as  proof  tor  the  latter,  for  that  is  the  whole 
diftindtion,  in  mv  appreheniion.  But  this  paper,  now  offered  to 
be  proved,  is  admiffible  evidence  to  be  laid  before  thefe  Gentle- 
men of  the  Jury,  on  which  they  are  to  exercife  their  judgments, 
whether  the  men,  whom  we  alledge  were  confpirators,  together 
with  the  prifoner  at  the  bar.  It  cannot  be  difputed,  that  fome 
evidence  of  that  is  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  Court,  and  it  is  in  the 
poffemon  of  the  Jury  ;  they  have  heard  it,  becaufe  it  has  been 
admitted. 

When  we  have  got  thus  far,  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  together 
with  Martin  and  Margarot,  the  two  correfpondents  by  letter, 
the  two  converfers  in  writing,  are  two  of  the  perfons  engaged 
in  the  confpiracy  with  the  prifoner  at  the  bar. 

What  is  the  fubject  of  the  confpiracy  as  we  contend,  I  need 
not  ftate  it  over  and  over  again,  but.  in  a  word  or  two,  I  under- 
stand it  to  be,  an  intention  of  calling  a  convention  to  overturn 
the  government  and  depofe  the  King,  whereby  it  is  obvious  to 
every  common  underftanding,  that  there  muff,  be  various  fpecies 
of  evidence  to  be  brought  before  the  court. 

I  contend,  therefore,  with  the  utmoft  deference  to  the  Court, 
that  this  is  not  only  competent  evidence,  for  no  matter  how 
large  it  extends,  or  how  ihort  it  goes,  but  I  confefs  that  I 
feel,  and  I  am  fanguine  in  my  expectations,  that  it  goes  di- 
rectly to  proving  the  manner  of  the  High  Treafon  charged  in 
the  indictment.  And  I  beg  leave  to  advert  to  another  part  of 
the  letter,  which  fhews  the  def.gn,  the  bad,  the  wicked,  the 
mifchievous,  the  traitorous  and  perfonal  dehgn  againlt  his 
JVtajefty.  What  I  advert  to,  I  will  read  from  the  letter  ;  it  is  in 
thele  words :  "  The  King  went  yefterday  to  meet  his  Parlia- 
ment." Mark,  "  his  Parliament ;"  there  is  nothing  improper  in 
the  expreffion,  very  conftitutional,  and  very  decent 

Mr.  Erfkuie  here  interrupted,  and  laid,  that  that  part  of  the 
letter  which  his  learned  friend  had  chofe  to  read  aloud,  had 
been  exprefsly  given  up  within  this  three  minutes  by  Mr. 
Serjeant  Adair,  as  not  meaning  %o  be  evidence  againil  the 
prifoner. 

The  Lord  Prejtdent.  If  it  wras  fo,  that  Serjeant  Adair  had 
evidently  admitted  it  in  that  manner,  yet  that  could  not  con- 
clude the  argument. 

Mr.  Er/kine  afked  their  Lordfhjps,  whether  they  thought 
that  it  is  conliftent  with  the  rule,  which  mult  bind  them  on  this 
occafion,  that  in  arguing  the  admiffibility  of  a  piece  of  evi- 
dence, to  read  the  very  words  of  the  evidence,  when  certain- 
ly they  ought  only  to  ftate  the  general  nature  of  it.    It  certainly 
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was  not  within  the  courfe  of  practice  to  read  the  very 
words. 

The  Lord  Prejident.  It  is  very  proper  to  open  as  rnuch  of 
the  purport  of  it,  as  to  let  the  -Court  kno\v  and  comprehend 
its  contents. 

.  Mr.  Erjklne  again  contended,  that  in  order  to  argue  the  ad- 
miflibility  or  inadmiffibility  of  any  piece  of  evidence,  it  was 
not  to  be  read  by  the  counfel  of  the  Crown  in  the  hearing  of 
the  Jury.  Becaufe  if  the  Court  at  length  fhould  fay  it  was 
not  admiffible,  it  might  lead  to  affedl  the  prifoner  in  a  man- 
ner inconiiftent  with  the  rules  of  law  and  juftice. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  obferved,  that  he  did  ftate,  that  the 
part  of  the  letter,  which  was  alluded  to,  was  not  the  ground 
which  they  offered  it  to  their  Lcrdfhips,  and  would  not  be 
evidence  againft  the  prifoner;  but  he  did  never  flate,  that  if 
there  was  that  in  the  letter,  on  the  ground  on  which  he  con- 
tended, that  was  applicable  evidence  againft  the  prifoner, 
that  the  whole  of  that  letter  ihould  hot  be  read  ;  but,  certainly 
their  Lordfhips  faid,  that  his  admiflion  was  of  no  weight  to 
the  Court,  the  Court  rauft  determine  for  itfelf. 

Mr.  Bear croft  then  faid,  that  he  had  received  that  interrup- 
tion with  the  greatefi  patience,  becaufe  it  was  made  by  a 
counfel  for  the  pri{oner,  now  on  trial  for  his  life.  If  it  had 
been  made  in  any  other  place,  he  could  not  but  inftantly  have 
exprefled  his  aftonifhment  at  the  irregularity,  becaufe  he  con- 
ceived it  was  not  only  the  privilege,  when  arguing  any  evi- 
dence, to  ftate  that  evidence  to  the  Court. 

•Mr.  Erjfkh  e.     I  am  in  the-judgment  of  the  Court. 

The  Lord  Prejident  faid,  that  the  nature  of  the  evidence  was 
what  was  neceffary  to  be  opened. 

Mr.  Bearcroft  conceived  that  it  would  be  extremely  improper 
for  him  to  be  reading  the  evidence  from  beginning  to  end, 
under  colour  that  it  would  be  arguing  the  admiflibility  of  it ; 
bur  he  conceived,  that  the  nature  of  that  part  as  pointed  out 
as  one  of  the  main  grounds  for  the  admiflibility  of  this  let- 
ter, ihould  be  laid  before  their  Lordfhips,  which  was  from 
certain  expreiiions  in  this  letter.  It  was  only  two  lines  and  a 
half;  that  a  woman  in  St.  James's  Park,  did  take  off  her 
patten,  and  threw  it  with  all  her  force  againft  his  Majefty,  as 
he  was  going  through  the  Park.  He  fubmitted.  that  this  was 
important  evidence,  for  the  purpofe  of  fhewing  the  mif- 
chicvous  intention  to  the  King;  and  why  ?  becaufe  this  was  a 
letter  from  one  confpirator  to  another  confpirator,  exulting 
in  the  tranfadrion,  enjoying  it,  and  ftating  it  as  good  news  to 
his  brother  confpirator ;  and,  on'  that  ground,  he  conceived  it 
admnTible  evidence. 

Mr. 
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obfcrved,  that   he  fhould  really  be  ;; 
trouble  the  Court  with  a  word  on  evidence,  be- 

cau  vot  appear  of  To  much  importance  as  to  demand  fo 

much  attention  ;  but  if  the  piece  of  evidence,  under  the  cir- 
cum trances  already  fuggefted,  fhould  not  be  considered  as  good 
evidence,  he  would  attend  to  what  their  Lordfhips  fuggefted  to 
be  the  djtv  of 'the  counfel,  namely,  to  open  the  nature  of  the 
evidence ,  ibmitted  with  great  deference,  that  they  had 

not  opened  the  tendency  of  this  letter,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  the  material  and  indifputable  ground  on  which  it  fhould  be 
received  in  evidence.     There  had  already  been  proved  ag 

..:  the  bar  a  paper,  fign?d  by  Martin,  as  chairman, 
and  himfeir,  the  prifoner,   as  fecret:  ght  home   by  evi- 

dence ;    in    which    He    therefore,  the  prifoner,    admits   Mar- 
tin was    chairman  of  that   meeting.     This  letter,  which  was 
ruv  propofed  to  be  read,   was  dated  the  22d  of  January  1794 
This  is  at  a  period  fubfequent  to  that  convention   in  Scotland 
and  it  is  relative  to  that  convention,  and  the  tendency  of  the  let- 
ter, which  he  wanted  to  read,  was  a  letter  of  Mr.  Martin's  (who 
had  been  fo  proved  to  be  connected  with  Mr.  Hardy)  to  their 
delegate  in  Scotland,  who  was  obliged  to  come  home,  his  mif- 
fion  being  at  an  end,  by  telling  him  that  a  fubfeription  will  now 
be  raifed,  which  will  be  afliflant  to  him,  and  that  they  thought 
it  advifabre  to  have  another  meeting  here  ;  and  that  is  the  ten- 
dency of  the  greateft  part  of  the  letter  which  they  no'vv  offered 
to  tiie  Court ;  and  after  they  had    brought  themfelves  into  the 
fituatiorj  of  (hewing  that  Mr.  Hardy,  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  has 
ted  JVIartin  the   chairman  0/  that  fociety,  and  they  had 
given  evidence  to  prove,  that  the  objefj  of  that  fociety  was  to 
create  fu'ch  purpjfes  into  effecl  by  means  of  a  convention  ;  and 
he  produced  an  inftrument  of  a  perfon,  proved  to  be  connected 
with  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  in  tne  way  that  Martin  has  been 
proved,  to  proceed   in  thofe  flep;,  fhevving  what  was  the  object 
t  lat  convention  ;   certainly  he  was  then  proving  a  direct"  act 
j  in  furtherance  of  that  confpirucy,  not  by  fhevving  a  rela- 
tion of  any  thing  that  was  part,  but  by  fhewing  a  direct  incite- 
ment by  letter  to  perfevere  and  go  on,  with  that  conduct  wnich 
is  to  lead  to  the  ultimate,  and  which  was   the  object  the  fociety 
had  in  view. 

The.  Lord  Prefident.  I  underftand  this  letter  not  to  come  ta 
jthajt 

Mr.  Bowers.  Obferved  it  would  be  ftronger  if -applied  to 
Margarot,  if  it  had  come  to  his  hand?,  but  it  is  evidence  of  the 
intent  of  this  Mr.  :\iartin  to  encourage  the  party  who  appears 
to  be  intended,  to  be  addreiTed  in  this  letter.     For  any  letter 
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written  to  anybody,  whether  he  was  one  of  the  conTpirators  or 
not,  from  a  confpirator  that  (hall  have  been  connected  with  the 
prifoner  at  the  bar,  ir>  general  evidence  in  this  caufe,  and  the  pur- 
port of  this  letter,  be  it  directed  to  whom  it  may,  being  to  excite 
them  to  this  meafure,  and  to  forward  this  meafure  is  not  a  recital 
of  what  is  pad,  but  it  is  a  direct:  incitement  to  go  on  in  that  which 
we  are  able  to  prove,  it  did  therefore  with  great  fubmiilion  to 
the  court,  not  appear  to  him  that  why  they  mould  now,  when  they 
had  already  eftabliihed  an  intimate  connection  between  the  pri- 
ioner  at  the  bar  and  a  member  of  the  fociety,  whom  they  had 
proved  to  be  joined  to  hm  in  afts  done,  in  direct  furtherance 
of  the  main  deiign,  why  this  fhould  not  now  be  evidence  againft 
the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  he  fubmitted  that  in  this  flage  of  the  caufe 
it  was  evidence  that  ought  to  be  received. 

Mr.    Laiu    now  rofe,    (fating  that  he   fhould   trouble  th 
Lordfnips  with  a  few  remarks,  and  they  ihould  lye  in  as  narrow 
a  compafs  as  pofllble,  particularly  on  the  ground   on  which   he 
meant  to  take  the  argument,  had  been  anticipated  from  what  has 
fallen  from  Mr.  Bower.  With  regard  to  the  queftion  whether  i 
piece  of  evidence  is  admifftble  or  not,  there  were  three  things  to 
.  be  confidered.  In  the  firft  place,  the  relation  of  him  who  write?, 
fecondly,  of  him  who  may  receive  it,  and  thirdly,  the  perfon  who 
is  meant  to  be  affected  by  that  letter.  There  are  all  three  proved 
that  they  are   members  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  to  fubvert  the 
government  of  thefe  kingdoms  ;  having  laid  that  general  ground, 
he  fubmitted  to  their  Lordfhips,  that  it  was  the   cuffom  in  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  proceedings,  to  give  detached  pieces  of  evi- 
dence, any  one  ail  of  which  may  be  conducive  to  the  general 
end,  and  if  proved  to  attach  on  the  prifoner,  is  fo  far  evidence 
againft  him.     What  is  the   a£t  done  in  its  general  ground,  he 
thought  it  was  included  in  that  overt  act  mentioned  in  the  indict - 
merit,  that  they  have  written    and  canted  to  be  written,  fundry 
books,  pamphlets,  letter?,  inftructions,  to  exeiteand  ftir  up  his. 
mujeliy's  fubject  to  the  attainment  of  this-  object:,  which  ol 
is   trie   fubverfion  of  the    government,  and  the  depofmg  of  {he 
ig  :  he  contended  that  this  letter   was  a  furtherance  of  this~ 
object  to  encourage  Margarot  to  perievere,  and  for  this  end  he 
tells  him  the  friends  of  the  fociety  were  increafing,  their  num- 
bers increafing,  their  profpect  of  fuccefs  increafing,  that  being 
ffated  as  an  object,  and  the  object  of  the  letter,  the  only  quef- 
tion is  whether  a  letter  of  fuch  a  context,  confirming  a  predica- 
i  of  incitement  to  this  objeel  be  admiffible,  and  if  it  be  of  the 
nature  th;  t  wc  have  ftated,  1  conceive  there  be  no  doubt  of  its 
admi 

.  Erfkinc  replied,   that  he  confidered  this  debate,  -  in  the 
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ge  in  which  we  were  now  arrived  in  it,  as  a  refinement  in  the 
hiftoryof  a  Court  of  Juftice.  Standing  here  thefecond  d..y,  he 
appealed  to  their  Lordihips  whetlier  he  and  his  colleagues,  who 
were  counfel  for  the  prifoner,  had  not  been  very  ready  in  the  re- 
ception of  evidence,  having  troubled  their  Lordihips  with  no 
argument,  or  asked  hardly  even  a  {ingle  queftion  of  any  wit- 
nefs.  He  conceived  that  their  Lord!  lips  would  fee  I 
fhould  have  made  no  fort  of  objection  to  this  letter  if  it  contain- 
ed no  more  than  what  his  learned  friend  Mr.  Garrow  opened  to 
the  Court,  becaufe,  if  it  fhould  turn  out  not  to  be  evid 
again  ft  his  client,  his  Lordlhip  would  have  to  tell  the  Jury  to 
do  what  it  was  impofiible  they  could  do,  becaufe  human  nature 
cannot  drfcharge  out  of  their  minds  a  recollection  of  what  they 
have  heard.  .  His  learned  friend  did  not  open  the  generality  of 
the  tendency  of  that  part  of  the  letter,  How  was  he  to  know 
what  was  in  the  letter  :  and  therefore,  for  what  he  knew,  it  may  be 
an  unpubli(hed  letter  in  Mr.  Margarot's  poffefnon,  and  on  no 
principle  of  the  law  any  evidence  at  all.  He  fhould  be  unfit  to 
iland  here  as  a  counfel  to  object,  to  its  being  read  if  it  contained 
nothing  more  than  all  the  papers  on  which  the  Jury  had  con- 
fumed  two  days  of  their  precious  lives  in  thi?  Court.  At  laafi^ 
Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  faid,  that  which  he  could  not  object  to — He 
fiated,  with  that  fenfe  that  belonged  to  him,  and  with  the  hu- 
manity taat  will,  ever  accompany  that  fenfe,  that  there  was  no- 
thing in  it  except  the  technicality  of  evidence,  and  that  the 
Judge  muft  fay  the  Jury  ought  not  to  hear.  Up  rifes  the  next 
counfel,  and  he  makes  no  obfervations  on  any  other  part  or'  the 
letter,  but  he  fattens  on  that  very  part  of  the  letter,  and  proposes 
to  read  that  which  the  council  before  him  admitted  was  no  evi- 
dence ag-iinft  his  client.  He  then  had  their  judg- 
ment for  the  foundation  of  their  objection;  but  after  he  \  > 
poiTeffed  of  their  Lordfhips  judgment,'  ftill  the  learned  counfel 
went  on,  and  read  the  very  words  which  he  objected  againft  the 
reading  ;  and  having  done,  he  fays,  he  receives  the  interruption 
with  all  the  gentlenefs  that  belongs  to  him.  "l  his  is  no  trilling 
matter  ;  he  begged  Leave  to  fay  that  he  flood  there  life  of 
an  innocent  man,  and  that  he  flood  there  tor  the  law  and  con- 
ititution  of  England,  and  he  would  never  fufrer  any  thing  while 
he  flood  there  that  was  not  confonant  to  both,  Fie  faid,  he  agi 
with  the  Solicitor  General  with  what  he  fays  with  regard  to 
Lord  Lovatt's  cafe,lb  far  as  it  relates-to  act,  and  if  this  had  been 
an  act  done  by  Margarot:  and  Martin  •,  then  he  ihould  fay  that 
the  act  done  would  be  evidence  againft  the  prifoner  ;  but  what 
he  objected  to,  tnat  a  letter  mould  be  produced  as  evidence 
which  never  found  its  way  to  Mr.  Margarot,     If  his  client  was 
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by  the  writing  of  that  letter  there  was  only  cite 
I  that  he  i  iut.     Suppoiihg  this    letter  to  be, 

,  a  paper  may  be  part  evidence  and  part  not.  !f  part 
is  evidence  and  part  not,  that  part  which  is  evidence  iliould  be 
read,  and  that  part  which  is  not  evidence  fhould  not  be  read.  If 
there  is  any  part  of  the  paper  evidence,  part  of  it  may  be  ad- 
ornffible  evidence,  -and  part  not.  You  permit  part  of  an  inter- 
rogatory to  be  read  in  a  court  of  equity,  but  you  will  not  per- 
he  other;     All  he  objected  to  in  it  i  tion  of  an  old 

woman  thro  her  patten  at  his  hrough  St. 

es*s  Park  ;  there  was  jfomething  in  it  fo  perfectly  ridiculous 
that   it  c<  be  fuppofed  to  arTe-cl  a   man  that  is'    {landing 

on  his  trial  for  his  life  j  and  not  only  fo,  but  it  appeared  to.  him 
to  be  eftablifhing  a  dangerous  precedent  to  have  things  read 
which  did  not  regard  the  prifoner  at  t .  r  the  caufe  before 

„ 
'■'■rsfident.     I  agree  with  he  has 

.a  truly  what  the  true  nature  of  this  qu  eft  ion  is,  whether  if 
merely  a  trial  for  a  confpiracy,  this  would  be  evidence 
againftoneof  ies  in  that  confpiracy  j  becaufe  the  quef- 

tion  whether  th:s  prifoner  is  to  be  reached  on  the  fpecifk  charge 
him,  is  undoubtedly  a   queftion  whether  he    is   to 
bed  by   that  medium,  and  after  the  medium    is  once  efta- 
blifeed,  that  queftion  ai  ch  I  will  fay  no  more  of.     At 

'prefent  it  is  perleclly  clear  in  the  cafe  of  a  confpirator,  the  ge- 
neral evidence  of  the  th  ,  ired  is  given  in  evidence,  and 
then  the  parties  prefent  brought  before  a  Court  of  Juilice,  is  to 
;h  his  fhare  in  it. 
The  queftion  now  is,  .whether  a  paper  under  the  hand  of  a  perfon 
which  is  proved  to  be  one  of  the  confpirators,  is  to  be  received  in 
.-ice.     I  take  it  as  this  cafe  ftands,  it  is  net  a  letter  fent  to 
Mr.                   t,  therefore,  it  may  be  a  paper  which    maybe 
Martin,  and  it  may  never  have  gone  out  of 
his  hands.     The  queftion  is,  whether  under  thefe  ci re um fiances 
i  a  paper  is  to  be  admitted  in  evidence  in  a  cafe  againft  ano- 
ther |                          \  e  bar.    I  confefs  it  does  not  ap- 
.  me  fufficiently  diftinguimable  from  the  iaft  cafe,  which 
we  have  juft  now  determined,  to  iatisfy  my  mind  that  itought 
;ved  in  evidence. 
It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  the  general  plot  is  to  be  proved  by 
the  franfiicHons  of  otherr,  to  which  the   party  may  or 
may  not  be  immediately  a  party  ;  but  I  conceive  this  is  no  more 
than  a  mere  acknowledgment  of  the  parties,  which  may  be  evi- 
,               ;ainft  him  that  makes  the  declaration. 

re  is  a  confpiracy  cJ  fuppofe  a  witnefs 

was 
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lppofe  he  was  to  fay,  that  I  heard  Thelwal!  fay 
that  he  was  engaged  in  fuch  a  confpiracy,  he  heard  Martin  fry 
that  he  was  engaged  in  fuch  a  confpiracy,  or  that  he  heard 
Margaret  (ay  -as  prefent  at  fuch  a-confpiracy,  my  pre- 

fent  appreheniion  is,  tnat  it  would  be  exceeding  good  evidence 
againft.  the  perfons  who  faid  if,  to  prove  that  they  were  con- 
cerned, but  it  would  be  no  evidence  at  ail  againft  a  third 
per  ion. 

If  in  the  cafe  of  Lord  Strafford's,  a  man  proved  that  he  had 
heard  A.  B.  C.  converfe  together  en  the  fubjeel:  of  the  con- 
fpiracy, that  is  proof  that  three  perfons  co.nfpired,  and  . 
the  converfation  together  is  proof  that  they  confpired,  but  not 
evidence  of  the  parties  acknowledgment  only  as  it  could  be 
brought  home  to  therm  1  have  already  taken  notice  in  re 
to  this  perfon.nl  arknov  it,  the    having  taken  a  fhare,  or 

the  having  meant  to  incite,  is  iimicient ;  for  that  is  the  nature 
of  this  letter,  and  would  be  a  very  proper  evidence,  if  the  pri- 

-  at  the.  bar  was  to  he  arreted  by  it.     In  an  indict  ■ 
a  confpiracy  there   may  be  given  general  evidence,  but  when  a 
perfon  is  indicted  by  himfelf  there  can  "be  no  evidence  ag; 

t  proves  the  exigence  i 
is  charged  in  tegular  evidence.'     If  it  happens  that  a  matter  of 
fnould  be  eftab'lifhed  againft  A.  does  i 

linft  B.  on  the  circumifance  of  B's.  being   co.  with 

A.   that  is  very  different  to  the  prefent  cafe  ;  I   ah 
that  nothing  of  this  fort  can  be  made  e. 

■duals,  but  what  comes  out  of  their  own  mouths,  and  not  what 
comes  out  of  the  mouth  of  one  who  is  not  even  an  the 

party,  as  is  the  cafe  with  the  letter,  and  therefore  I  think  can- 
not be  received. 

Lord  Chief  Barm.     In  the  lair,  queftion  .that  was  before  the 
Court,  I  confined  my   j  at  that  time  to  the  exactt  cafe, 

namely,  the  bare  relation  of  an  aft  to  a  perfe  -  r  in  that 

confpiracy,  as  no  more  than  ah  adtriiffion,  that  may  poffibly  re- 
gard himfelf  who  wrote  it,  but  cannot  regard  any  of  his  co- 
fpirators  ;  but  I  confers  there  appears  to  me  a  material  ciif- 
tindtion  in  this  cafe  ;  this  is  a  paper  which  is  addrened  by  one 
of  (he  feveral  confpirators  to  another  of  thofe  confpirators,  and 
it   is  introduced  as  fubfervient  to   the  pr  ;  general  na- 

ture and  tendency  of  that  confpiracy,  which  ii  endeavoured  to 
be  alledged  againft  the  prifoner  and/ others ;  it  feems  to  me  that 
cue  of  the  Confpirators  addrefiing  a  paper  to  another  confpi- 
rator, '  having  relation   to   that   confpiracy  (and    ivhich  is  not 

merely 
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merely  a  bare  defcription  to  a  flranger)  is  an  act  complete  in 

that  confpiracy,  although  it  may  never  reach  that  jjerfon  to 
whom  it  is  intended.  It  is  a  complete  act  in  one,  though  the 
thing  did  not  reach  the  other,  and  1  think  it  may  be  read. 

Air.  Baron  Hotbam.  I  remain  in  the  opinion  that  I  gave  in 
the  laft  cafe,  that  that  letter  ought  not  to  be  fuffered  to  be  read, 
that' letter  I  confider  as  a  very  different  letter  from  this,  that  was 
inclofing  forne  fangs  fuppofed  to  be  fitng  at  a  meeting,  lent  to  an 
indirFerent  perfom  This  letter  has  been  written  by  a  man  who 
has  been  proved  Chairman  of"  a  meeting  at  the  Globe  Tavern,  on 
that  day  it  is  proved  to  be  written,  though  not  received;  writ- 
ten to  Margarot,  who  has  been  proved  to  be  the  Delegate  fent 
by  that  meeting  into  Scotland,  and  it  is  iiated  to  contain  mat- 
ters reflecting  his  particular  mifiion  at  Edinburgh  ;  it  is  llated 
to  contain,  matters  of  incitement  and  encouragement  to  proceed 
in  the  caufe  in  which  he  is  engaged,  namely,  in  the  caufe  in 
which  he  is  engaged -by  the  procurement,  by  the  confeut,  and 
by  the  direction  of  that  meeting  in  London,  and  that  meeting 
in  London  has  been  proved  to  be  compofed  of  the  prifoiier  at 
the  bar,  the  writer  of  the  letter,  his  corrfefpondeht  to  whom  it 
was  intended  to  be  fent,  and  others  :  therefore,  I  do  confider 
this  as  ftrong  evidence  to  fhew  that  one  of  that  meeting,  and 
blended  together  as  it  were  with  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  did  fend 
iuch  a  letter,  having  in  it  an  excitement  and  encouragement  to 
their  own  delegates  to  proceed  in  the  bufinefs  in  which  they 
were  particularly  fent,  and  for  which  they  were  both  fo  com- 
miflioned,  and  1  think  it  ought  to  be  admitted  as  evidence  to 
prove  the  fenfe  of  thefe  confpirators. 

A4r.  'Juftlce  Buller.  The  cafe  to  which  I  alluded  to  juft  now, 
was  Lord  William  RulTell's  cafe,  where  my  Lord  Howell  goes 
very  large  into  the  evidence,  and  he  there  fpeaks  of  a  converfa- 
tion  with  Lord  Shafteibury,  in  which  he  mentioned  that  above 
ten  thoufand  Irifli  boys  where  to  follow  him  whenever  he  held  up 
his  finger,  and  when  the  Chief  juftice  fums  up,  he  repeats 
thefe  words  as  evidence  of  the  inlurrecTiion,  but  not  to  afTectthe 
prifoner.  In  confidering  the  charge  whether  there  has  been  a 
confpiracy  to  effecb  the  life  of  the  King,  it  is  neceiTary  firft  to 
iliew  that  there  is  a  confpiracy  on  foot,  and  then  you  go  on  to 
prove  whether  or  no  was  ailing  a  part  in  this  confpiracy.  Now 
it  feems  to  me,  if  you  fuppofe  that  fuch  a  combination  had  ex- 
iited,  how  in  the  nature  of  things  can  it  be  made  out,  but  by 
declarations,  expreffions,  and  conventions  of  thofe  that  are 
parties  to  it,  and  the  way  in  which  my  brother  confidered  it  was 
a  material  one;  fuppofe  an  equivocal  expreffion  is  ufed,  fhall 
not  we  enquire  how  they  underflood  it ;  the  firft  quellion  is  to 

enquire 


r  239  ] 

enquire  whether  or  no  there  was  a  confpirccy ;  then  it  becomes 
anothejr  queftion,  whether  the  priioner  is  aifccled  by  it  or  not, 
and  he  may  object  finally,  ihat  the  fubjecf  was  not  fo  explained 
to  him,  nor  he  fo  underftand  it.  But  the  queftion  is  now  not 
on  the  raft  of  the  evidence,  but  whether  it  ought  or  ought  not 
to  be  received,  and  inafmuch  as  it  goes  to  prove  the-exiftence  of 
the  confpiracy  it  muft  be  received. 

Mr.  fi'jilcc  Grofe.  I  am  quite  of  opinion  with  my  brethren 
who  think  that  this  evidence  mud  be  received  for  the  purpofe  of 
{hewing  a  confpiracy,  and  what  the  nature  of  that  confpiracy 
was.  An  addrefs  has  been  already  produced,  the  contents  of 
which  addrefs  was,  that  Mr.  Martin  was  the  Chairman,  and  the 
prifoner,  fecvetary,  and  that  there  was  ccrrefpondence  between 
the  priioner,  Margaror,  and  Martin,  and  Martin  and  Margarot, 
then  is  it  not  very  material  for  us  to  {hew  the  nature  of  the  con- 
fpiracy 5  what  one  cohfplrator  wrote  to  another  refpecling  thefe 
very  a£ts  in  the  courfe  of  the  transitions  relative  to  this  very 
plan  ?  and  when  it  is  faid  that  this  is  merely  a  confeffion  or  wri- 
ting, I  think  it  is  more,  becaufe  we  know  very  well,  thatferibere 
eft  agere  writing  is  an  act,  and  fuch  an  act  to  fhew  there  was  a 
plan  of  a  confpiracy,  and  may  fhew  for  what  intention  and  pur- 
pofe that  plan  was  laid  down. 

John  Walker  fworn. 

j^.  I  believe  you  are  an  attorney  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  am,  Sir. 

f$j  Are  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  John  Martin  ? 

A.  I  am. 

jp.   Are  you  acquainted  with  his  character  and  hand-writing?- 

A.  I  am. 

J2>.  Be  fo  good  to  look  at  that  letter  {a  letter  foewn  him),  and 
tell  me  whether  in  your  judgment  the  whole  of  it  is  his  hand- 
writing, particularly  the  fignature :  do  you  believe  that  to  be 
Mr.  Martin's  hand-writing  t 

4.   I  do. 

£K  Look  at  the  fuperfcription. 

A.  I  believe  that  to  be  his  hand-writing. 

(The  letter  read  by  the   Clerk  of  the  Court.} 
Dated  Richmond-buildings,  Jan.  22,  1794,  figned  John  Mar- 
tin.    Addreffed  to  Citizen  John  Margarot,  Tolbooth,  Edin- 
burgh. 

"  J  dare  fay  you  think  I  have  forgot  you,  from  my  not  having 
written  to  you  ;  but  you  know  my  Tentiments  fo  well  that  it  was 
unneceflary  for  me.  With  regard  to  Lord  Edward,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  get  any  thing  like  a  fettlement.  To-morrow  is  the 
firft  day  of  term,  when  i  (hall  rule  the  Sheriffs  to  return  the 
writ,  fyc. 

«  We 
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"  We  were  ;.  k  Farm  ;  the  newfpape 

we  y.ere  five  hundereci,  but  we  were  nearer  two  thoufanu. 
we  werv    -  y  bold.   \  our  conduct  received  univerfa]  2 p 

iiation.  Thole  who  pppofed  the  fubfeription  at  firft  arenowput- 
ir  hands   to  the  bottom  of  their  pockets,  and  fwear  by 
G — d  vou  (hall  be  fupported. 

"  Have  you   read  my  Letter  tOfeLord  Lauderdale  ?  Are 
lined  to   try  a  writ  of  error?     What  do   you  think  of  my 
countrymen  ?    I    firmly  believe   the   law  is   the  only  fcience  of 
which  they  know  nothing.  Sec. 

."   Yefterday  the  King  went  to  meet  his  Parliament,  and  I  ant 

.  that  a  woman,  moved  and  feduced  by  the  inftjgatipn  of  the 

devil,  did   take  off  her  patten,  and  thn  1  ail  her  force 

agair.il-    his    Majefty.       God  fave  the  King,     (or,    as    Gerald 

fays,  ,) 

"  rearing  rapidly  both  in  fpirit  and  number, 

and  the  iich  now  begin  to  come.amoii?  us,  and  fit  down  amongft 
honeil  men  in  their  leathern  aprons',  6cc, 

"  Poilfcript.  Citizen  Gay  fays  more  than  I  dare  write." 
i^.   (To  rpell — a  letter  Jbewnbim.y   You  found  this  in 

Mr.  Hardy's  houfe?- 

A.  Yes',  J  did,  (Read by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,)   It  is  3 letter 
from  Margaret  to  the  prifoner. 

Dated  Yolbocth,  24  Jan.   1794.     /uldreffed  to  Mr.   Thongs 
Hsrdy,  No.  9,  Piccadilly,  London. 
"  Dear  Hardy, 
1C  I  have  juft  received  your  letter,  dated,  by  miftake  I  lUp- 
pofe,  the  19th,  giving  me  an  account  of  the  dinner  at  Ramfey, 
and   giving  me  a  10I.  bank  note.     I  with   the  fociety  may  not 
for.  .  r   n.e  altogether  ;  but  however,  mould  they,  I  am  deter- 
mined to  pi!  fuc  the  fame  kind  of  conduct,  even  if  I  purfue  it 
atone  <      But  however,  the  Sheffield  fociety  has  behaved  far  dif- 
ferent   from   cur   own  towards  their  delegate.     If  you  publifla 
my  trial  it  may  be  neceflary  to  place  my  handfeme  figure  in  the 
front.     If  fo,  Mrs.  Margarot  can  furnifh  you  with  the  minia- 
ture,  &C. 

"  Do  you  not  fee  that  the  mob  would  be  the  better  for  lofing 
a  little  blood  ;  it  would  have  a  great  eftecl  on  the  public 
mind  ?  &c, 

"  I  nuiic  again  obftrve,  that  the  Sheffield  people  feem  more 
In  earnefi-  than  the  Londoners.  I  ask  for  the  money  becauie  I 
am  in  arrears  here  mere  than  the  fociety  have  ferit  me.     . 

4'  Since  my  laft  we  have  had  an  additional   padlock  put  on 
'oor,  and  the  Captain  of  the  Tolbooth  is  not  trufted  with 
at  night,  but  carries  them  to  the  Magiilrates,  and  calls 
for  them  in  the  morning. 

"  Here 
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cc  Here  they  make  no  dinners  but  yet  they  might,  k  appears 
that  worthy  Skirving  was  not  noticed  in  your  cups,  The  Scotch 
lads  were  more  kind  than  the  L.  C.  S. 

u  Has  Martin  done  any  thing  for  me  ? 

"  The  Duke  or"  Portland,  though  he  joins  Miniflry,  ought 
to  pay  the  bill  for  his  brother  Lord  Edward  Bentley. 

"  Armed  aflociations  are,  I  perceive,  now  fet  on  foot  by  the 
rich.      Why  fhou'd  not  the  poor  do  the  fame  ?     In  London  you 
^garnifh  your  axe,  and  like  lambs  content  yourfelves  with  bleed- 
ing.    Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  foon. 

«  Your's,  M.  M." 

i^.  {To  Gurnell — a  paper  Jbewn  him.)  Did  you  find  that  pa- 
per in  your  hand  at  Hardy's  ? 

A.  I  did.  {Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Coutt.)  It  is  a  letter  of  the 
Briftol  Constitutional  Society. 

Dated  Bristol,  the  28th  of  January,  17Q.1,  Signed  J.  Lawrence, 
Secretary,  and  addreSTed  to  Thomas  Hardy. 
"  Fellow  Citizens, 

"  I  am  again  authorized  to  write  to -you,  fignifving  the  grati- 
tude Of  our  Society  for  your  fecond  epiftle,  which  came  to  my  hand  > 
the  3d  inStant.    After  reading  its  contents,  I  collected  as  many  of 
our  friends  as  I  conveniently  could  that  evening — we  read — we 
blufhed — we  took  courage  ; — we  did  more,  for  we  refolved  on 
re-aflembling,  as  we  had  appointed  prior  to  the  determination 
we  announced  in  ourlaft.      We  intend  publishing  an  addrefs  or, 
Something  declaratory   of  our  fentiments,  with   all  convenient 
fpeed; — as  foon  as  this  is  effected,  we  Shall  fend  a  copy  cr  co- 
pies to  you.      From  the  Courier  and  Evening  Gazette  we  have 
had  information  of  the  trial  of  Mr.  Margarot,  and  his  fenterKe 
to  fourteen  years  tranfportation.     We  are  by  no  means  at  a  lofs 
in  forming  a  judgment  of  the  noble  caufe  in  which   he  with 
others  are  embarked,  nor  would  ive  be  fright  med  at  fitch  fenterxes. 
You  fee,  citizens,  your  fecond  epiftle  has  quickened  our  cou- 
rage, and  vivified  our  patriotifm,  and  Souzed  us  to  refolution  ; 
and  more,  our  number  is  noiu  confiderably   increafed — perhaps 
your  third  epiftle  may  do  greather  things  ftill  ; — we  are  fenfibje 
'tis  a  noble — 'tis  a  virtuous — 'tis  a  godlike  and  immortal  caufe 
in  which  we  are  now  mutually  embarked  ;  and  though  for  parts 
our  effort  can  be  but  a  feeble  one,  yet  the  caufe  we  efpoufe  is 
mighty — is  energetic. — It  wdl  finally  prevail  and  profper  :   h  is 
our  firm  opinion,  could  we  but  aroufe  them,  that  patriots  would 
become  nearly  the  majority  of  our  city.     We  expeclH  to  have 
had  the  dozen  of  the   Englishmen's  Kight^s,  which  you   men- 
tioned in  your  firft  epiftle — hope  you  will  fend  them  Speedily. 
"   We  arc,  fellow  citizens,   yours  Sincerely, 
<c  The  Briiiol  Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  &c 
H  h  £.  ( 
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§>j  (To  Eaward  Lauzun — a  paper  shewn  bim.)  Where  did 
vou  find  this  paper  ?     . 

A.  At  Mr.  Hardy's. 

Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
"  Citizens  ! 

tc  The  critical  moment  is  arrived,  and  Britons  mufl  either 
affert  with  zeal  and  firmnefs  their  claims  to  liberty,  or  yield 
without  refillance  to  the  chains,  that  minifterial  ufurpation  is 
forging  for  them.  Will  you  co-operate  with  us  in  the  only 
peaceable  meafure  that  now  prefents  itfelf  with  any  profpedt 
offuccefs?  We  need  not  intimate  to  )ou  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  unparalleled  audacity  of  a  corrupt  and  overbearing  fac- 
tion, which  at  prefent  tramples  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people,  our  meetings  cannot  in  England  be  interrupted 
without  the  previous  adoption  of  a  Convention  Bill  :  a  meafure 
it  is  our  duty  to  anticipate,  that  the  ties  of  union  may  be  more 
firmly  drawn,  and  the  fentiments  and  views  of  the  different 
focieties  throughout  the  nation  be  compared,  while  it  is  yet 
in  our  power,  fo  as  to  guide  and  direct  the  future  operations 
of  the  friends  of  freedom.  Roufe  then  to  one  exertion  more  ; 
and  Set  us  (hew  our  confcioufnefs  of  this  important  truth — "  If 
we  are  to  be  beaten  down  with  threats,  profecution?,  and  illegal 
fentences,  we  are  unworthy — we  are  incapable  of  liberty." — We 
muft,  however,  be  expeditious.  Hefuans  and  Auftrians  are  al- 
ready among  us  ;  and,  if  we  tamely  fubmit,  a  cloud  of  thefc 
armed  barbarians  may  fhortly  be  poured  in  upon  us.  Let  us 
form,  then,  another  Bntiih  Convention.  We  have  a  central 
fituation  in  our  view,  which  we  believe  would  be  moff.  conve- 
nient for  the  whole  ifland  ;  but  which  we  forbear  to  mention, 
(entreating  your  confidence  in  this. particular)  till  we  have  the 
anfwer  of  the  focieties  with  which  we  are  in  correfpondence. 
Let  us  have  your  anfwer,  then  by  the  20th,  at  fartheft,  earlier  if 
poffible,  whether  you  approve  of  the  meafure,  and  how  many  de- 
legates you  can  fend,  with  the  number  alfo,  if  poflible,  of  you* 
focieties. 

'*<  We  remain  your?, 

"  in  civic  affection,- 
"  The  LONDON  CORRESPONDING    SOCIETY. 

"  T.  Hardy,  Secretary. 

<4  For  the  management  of  this  bufinefs  we  have  appointed  # 
Secret  Committee  5  you  will  judge  how  far  it  is  necefiary  for  you 
to  do  the  fame." 

j^.  (To  Alexander  Grant — a  paper  fl>ewn  him)  Tell  me  whether 
you  believe  this  to  be  the  prifcner's  hand  writing  : 

A,  I  do  believe  it. 
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[Read  ly    the  Clerk  of  the  Coin  t) 

Dated,  London,  March  12th  1794,  figned  Thomas  Hardy. 
"  Citizen  Btjckell, 

"  I  have  juft  time  to  inform  you  that  I  fee  our  worthy  delegate, 
Margarot,  on  board  the  Surprize  at  Spithead.  .  He  is  confcious 
of  having  broken  the  law  in  this  country,  but  only  doing  his 
duty  as  e\'ery  good  Citizen  is  bound  to  do,  for  promoting  the 
happinefs  of  his  fellow  creatures,  by  oppofing  every  meafure 
and  every  means,  that  wantonly  oppofe  all  laws  human  and  di- 
vine ;  he  has  that  conclufion  in  his  own  bread,  however  the  ene- 
mies of  mankind  are  punifhing  him  as  an  evil  doer  ;  but  accord- 
ing to  human  appearance,  the  reign  of  the  boafr.  of  civil  and  ec- 
clefiafticaLpower,  is  almoft  at  an  end.  Thanks  to  the  Supreme 
Ruler  of  the  univerfe,  for  his  great  goodnefs  hitnerto,  and  the 
bright  profpecY  before  us.  1  delivered  the  20I.  you  gave  me 
for  his  ufe  into  his  hands,  it  was  very  feafonable. 

"  This  moment  1  have  received  a  letter  from  Mtfir,  inform- 
ing me  that  the  convoy   hoifted  her  fignal  for  failing. 

"  I  fay/  the  captain,  he  appears  to  be  a  very  good  kind  of  man, 
"and  bears  a  verv  good  character.  I  hope  you  will  excufe  me 
entering  into  detail  any  further,  for  I  have  not  another  minute 
to  fpare.  If  any  friend  you  can  truft  can  come  to  town  I  will 
give  him  a  full  account,  what  think  you  of  a  convention  ?  Fare- 
well 

"  Thom  as  Hardy." 

if*.  (ToGurneU — a  paper  Jliewn  him)  Did  you  find  that  letter 
in  Mr.  Hardy's  poffeffion  ? 
A.  Yes. 

{Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court) 
Dated    9th  of  April,   1794,  figned,    Alexander    Mitchell,    Se- 
cretary.     Addreffed  to    Mr.     Thmas,    Hardy,  Shoemaker, 
No.   9,   Piccadilly,   London. 

"  1'ellow  Citizens, 
"  Thcfocietyat  Strathaven  received  your  letter  fometi  me  ago 
refpecYing  another  Britifli  Convention  to  be  held  in  England, 
and  finding  it  would  be  inconvenient  for  tkem  to  fend  a  Relegate 
for  themfelves  alone,  the  caufe  being  much  oppreffed  by  profecu- 
tion,  &c. 

"  You  will  therefore  forward  your  order  to  us,  when  and  where 
the  convention  is  to  meet, with  any  other  initrudi-  ns  70  may 
think  neceflafy.  We  fhall  inftrucY  our  delegate  with  the  num- 
ber and  ftrength  of  our  fociety.  We  remain  yours  in  the  caufe 
of  liberty,  for  the  United  Society, 

"  Alexander  Mitchell,  Secretary." 
Direct  to  Alexander  Mitchell,  Strathaven. 
Q  (To  Gurnet!} — a  paper  Jhewn  him)  Where  did   you  find 
that  paper  ? 

H  h  2  A  At 
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A.  At  Mr.  Hardy's. 

(  Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court. ) 
D  ited  from  Newcaftle,  April  14,  1794..  AddrefTcd  to  Mr. 
•  Hardy,  No.  9,  or  19,  Piccadilly,  London. 
'"  By  dehre  of  a  number  of  friends,  to  a  radical  reform  in  the 
confutation  here,  1  make  free  to  trouble  you.  We  live  in  a 
pi  ice  where  an  ariftqeratmagiftracy  endeavours  to  flop  the  ge- 
nial arid  benign  fpirit  of  national  liberty  from  fpreading,  not- 
withstanding a  very  great  number  are  found  here  thac  dare  af- 
fert  the  natural  and  unalienable  rights  of  man,  and  bear  their 
teftimony  againft  the  tyrannical  encroachments  of  affumed 
power  on  thofe  rights  ;  a  good  number  have  formed  themfelves 
jnto  focieties,  and  meet  weekly,  admitting  none  but  known 
friends  ;  and  have  affumed  no  name  but  that  of  ncivjpapcr  compa- 
nies ;  thefe  were  in  great  jpirits  while  the  Britijh  Convention  con- 
tinued to  acl ;  but  after  their  Jupprejfton  a  damp  was  call  on  the 
whole. — Subjcnptions  were  ready  to  be  fenr.  of!"  the  very  night 
they  were  fupprefled,  and  the  Gazetteer  flopped,  which  has  fince 
been  remitted  to  London,  for  the  ufe  of  the  persecuted  wor- 
thies, M  iir  and  Palmer. — Being  charmed  with  your  majlerly  and9 
bold  approbation  of  the  conducl  of  your  delegates  and  noble  martyrs 
for  truths  Mdrgarot  and  Gerald,  and  find  your  name  figned  fe- 
cretary  to  the  Cerrefponding  Society,  we  wifh  to  copy  your 
example;  and  beg,  if  you  think  us  worth  your  notice,  give  us 
your  views  and  intentions  as  foon  as  convenient,  which,  1  hope, 
wdl  be  a  means  to  flimulate  and  increafe  our  numbers.  Left 
this  fhould  not  come  to  you,  as  I  have  an  uncertain  direction,  I 
forbear  troubling  you  more  at  prefent,  in  hopes  of  being  fa- 
voured with  your  future  correfpondence. — Farewel,  hoping  the 
hydra  of  tyranny  and  impoftion  foall foon  fall  under  the  guillotine  of 
truth  and  rcajon. 

li  Your's,  with  all  due  refpect,  &c 

"  Citizens." 
j^.   (To  Gurnell — a  paper  Jl)eivn  him")  Did  you  find  that  in  the 
poflefiion  of  the  prifo;:er  ? 
A.  1  did. 

{Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
London,  May  the    iff,    1794.     Signed,  Thomas  Hardy,  Se- 
cretary. 
<c  Citizen, 
"  It  is  with  pieafure  the  London  Correfponding  Society  hear 
that  a  locictv,  on  a  fimilar  plan,  and  with  the  fame  patriotic  ob- 
jects in   view,  is  likely   to  be  eftablifhed  at    Newcaftle  upon 
Tyne. — it  ever  a  crilis  arrived   that  required  the  exertions  of 
the  people  to   ftop   the  torrent  of  corruption,  infamy  and   def- 
rot'.ini,  ti  at  teems  likely  to  overwhelm  thema  it  is  the  prefent — 

in 
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in  God's  mine  then,  let  us  ufe  thefe  exertions.— We  are  cal- 
led upon  by  evei'y  thing  that  is  dear  to  us,  as  men  and  as  chrii- 
tians.  The  caufe  of  truth  and  liberty  muff  finally  be  omnipo- 
tent ;  therefore,  doubt  not  that  the  glorious  reign  of  liberty  and 
equality  will  eve  long  be  eftablifhed,  and  modern  governments,  with 
every  appendage  of  wickednefs  and  corruption,  will  flee  in  time  from 
their  genial  influence,  as  hearts  of  prey  to  their  dens  of  rapine 
and  darknefs«from  the  riling  Sun.  The  London  Gorrefponding 
Society  frave  beheld  with  indignation  the  rapid  advances  of  def- 
potijm  in  Britain.,  and  are  re.  dy  cordially  to  unite  with  every  other 
fociety  in  the  three  kingdoms,  who  have  for  their  object  a  full  and 
effectual  reprefentation  of  the  people  ;  they  therefore  have  deputed  fix 
of  their  members  to  meet  fix  members  of  the  fociety  for  Constitutional 
Information,  to  form  a  committee  of  correfpondence  and  co  operation  ; 
this  committee  meets  regularly  twice  a  week,  at  No.  2,  Beauf&rt- 
Buildings,  Strand,  where  any  member  delegated  by  your  fociety  will 
meet  with  every  information  required. — We  inclofe  you  a  few  of 
our  refolutions,  entered  into  at  our  general  meeting  on  the  14th 
of  April,  which  will  be  fufficiently  explanatory  of  our  fenti- 
ments  and  views.  JVe  heartily  unite  with  you  inwifhing  that  the 
hydra  of  tyranny  and  defpotijin  may  f con  fall  under  the  guillotine  of 
truth  and  reafon, 

"  Friends." 

j^;  (To  Gurnell — a  paper  jhewn  him)  Did  you  find  that  paper 
St     'r.  Hardy's  houfe  ? 

A.  1  did. 

(Real  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Dated  Briflol,  April  24-     Signed  John  Cockburn,  directed  to 
Thomas  Hardy. 
a  Fellow-Citizen, 

"  You  may  be  fenfible,  from  our  laft  communication,  that 
in  the  infancy  of  our  patriotic  efforts  we  had  many  difficulties 
to  overcome,  and  many  ftrong  prejudices  to  combat. — We 
laid  open  to  you  our  real  fituation  ;  we  told  you  our  determina- 
tion to  addrefs  the  public,  and  ami  red  you  of  our  unalterable 
perfeverance  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  freedom. — This  perfever- 
ance,  however,  and  thefe  exertions  of  an  individual  fociety, 
can  but  little  avail,  if  the  focieties  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom  are  in  themfelves  difunited,  or  do  not  aid  and  affift  each 
other,  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  philanthropy  and  fraternity 
vyhich  they  fo  warmly  profefs.  Under  this  idea,  we  conceive 
ourfdves  treated  with  a  degree  of  incivifm,  by  your  fociety  not 
anfwering  our  laft  letters  ;  the  reafons  may  be  good.-— At  pre- 
fent  we  are  candid  enough  to  confefs,  that  thecircumftance  does 
not  appear  to  us  in  the  moft  favourable  point  of  view.  Our 
^ddrefs,  of  which  we  fend  you  a  few  copies,  we  find  to  have  a 

good 


good  effe^,  and  is  likely  to  beget  us  the  affiftance  of  many 
friends,  while  cur  enemies  acknowledge  there  is  fomething  very 
fair  and  reafonable  in  the  production. — This  is  sn  abfolute  vic- 
tory; and  we  have  reafon  to  congratulate  ourfelves  on  the  prof- 
pect  of  fuccefs  it  opens  to  us.  With  a  mixture  of  pain  and 
pleafurc,  we  favv  an  account  of  your  lair,  genera!  meeting  ;  we 
lament  that  theftrong  hand  of  defpotifm  mould  fo  often  interfere 
to  prevent  the  aflertion  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  while  we 
rejoice  in  your  manly  conititutional  perfeverahce,  and  applaud 
and  approve  your  refolutton  of  forming  another  general  Convention  : 
Cur  increasing  number's  give  us  every  reafonable  hope  of  foon 
beinsj  able  more  effectually  to  co-operate  with  you  ;  while,  for  the 
reafbns  formerly  (rated,  we  cannot  yet  make  a  pofitive  promife 
on  that  head.  We  hope  for  an  immediate  anfwer. — Favour  us 
•with  yonr  opinion  of  our  addrefs,  and  transmit  a  fketch  of  your 
plan  refpecting  the  general  Convention. 
4<  By  order  of  the  Committee  of  delegates  appointed  by  the 

"  Briftol'Ooftftitiitional  Society." 

£)j  [To  Gurncll — a  paper  Jhewn  him)  Where  did  you  find 
that  letter  : 

A.  At  Mr.  Hardy's  boufe. 

( The  letter  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court. ) 
From  the  "Norwich  Society.     Dated  April  29,  17945  addrefied 
"  Citizen  Har  l  y, 

"  It  is  with  great  fatisfaction  we  view  the  manly  conduct  of 
you  and  your  colleagues,  especially  when,  furrounded  as  you 
are,  by  a  domineering  ariilocracy,  who,  notwithstanding  their 
great  bluiter,  are  but  chicken-hearted  ; — Witnefs  our  Norfolk 
Quixottes,  who,  after  being  completely  foiled  at  their  county 
meeting,  were  determined  to  fubferibe  to  fupport  an  armed 
ariftocracy  :  But,  pray,  teU  it  not  in  the  metropolis,  that  a  no- 
ble Marquis  fubferibed .  no  more  than  2C0I.  ann  another  high- 
penfioned  Lord  but  100I.  an  Alderman  and  leader,  and 'very 
fierce  for  Church  and  King,  the  enormous  fum  of  20I. — Thefe 
are  the  men  who  are  ready  to  fpend  their  lives  and  fortunes  ; — 
but  enough  of  fuch  privileged  beings  !  We  mould  be  glad  to 
know  whether  the  friends  ot  the  people  confent  to  a  convention, 
and  whether  they  will  take  an  active  part. 

"  Pieafe  to  accept  of  a  few  of  our  bills.  We  fhould  efreem  it 
a  favour  that  you  would  fend  us  a  few  of  your  late  declarations. 

"  P.  S.  Many  of  our  friends  are  fully  convinced  of  the  necef- 
fity,  legality,  and  rationality  of  a  convention.  But,  Query— 
whether  the  time  be  expedient  ?, 

"  J  as.  Biggs,  Chairman, 
c<  j.  Saint,  Secretary." 
Direct  to  J.  B.jun.  feedfraan,  Magcjalen-ilrcvt. 
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.?.  (To  Gurncll—a  paper  fawn  him)  Where  did  you  meet 
With  that  r 

J.  I  found -it  in  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe. 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Dated  April  12th,   1794..     Signed  Jofeph  Powell,  and  addreffed 
to  Mr.  Hardy.  No.  o,  Piccadilly,  London. 
«  Sir, 

<l  I  have  repeatedly  feen  your  name  in  the  newfpaper,  as  fe- 
cretarv  to  a  certain  inftitution,  called  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing  Society  ;  but  from  my  enquiries  in  the  country,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  acquire  any  of  the  rules  of  the  fociety,  nor  the 
precife  purpofes  for  which  it  is  to  be  eftablifhed.  I  have  there- 
fore troubled  you  with  this  letter,  defiring  you  to  inform  me 
with  the  object  the  fociety  has  in  view,  and  the  means  they  ufe 
to  obtain  it, 

"  I  am,  yours, 
■»  "  Joseph  Powell." 

"  Addrefs  to  Jofeph  Powell,  furvevor,  the  Sun-tavern,  He- 
reford." 

£K  (To  Gurnell—a  paper  shewn  him)  Where  did  you  find 
that  r — look  at  that. 

A.   At  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe? 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  as  follows.)  It  is  without  a 
date,  indorfed,  an  anfwer  to  Hereford. 

"  In  anfwer  to  your  letter,  dated  the  12th,  I  have  to  inform 
vou,  that  the  London  Correfponding  Society  have  not  only  the 
glorious  defign  of  decreafing  -the  power  of  a  momler,  whofe 
hideous  features  need  only  be  expofed  to  render  it  an  object  of 
univerfal  terror  and  deteftation,  and  to  expofe  vice,  to  paint 
virtue  in  its  true  colours,  to  acquaint  out  fellow-citizens  with 
their  deareft  rights — the  rights  of  man  ;  and  by  a  brotherly 
union,  give  them  an  opportunity  to  demand  thofe  rights ;  thofe 
arc  the  means  we  ufe,  and  we  doubt  not,  but  in  executing  thele 
means,  we  are  doing  our  duty  to  God  and  our  country,  &c. 

"  We  invite  you  and  your  fellow-citizens  to  join  w.th  us  in 
the  fame  glorious  caufe." 

Mr.  Garrow.  Here  is  a  letter  from  Sheffield  I  am  going  to 
read,  found  in  the  pciTeffion  of  ThelwaU,  who  is  charged  as 
being  an  agent  in  this  conspiracy,  and  addreffed  to  the  prifoner 
at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Ersklm.  Though  this  might  go  to  prove  the  conspiracy, 
as  it  is  called,  I  cannot  fee  how  it  can  affcic  the  prifoner.  How 
does  it  appear  that  it  was  the  fame  Sheffield  fociety  with  which 
this  fociety  corre'fponded  ;  is  it  the  fame  hand  writing  ? 

Mr.  Garrow.  1  faid  it  purported  to  be  a  letter  from  a  fociety 
in  Sheffield,  written  by  order  of  the  fociety,  addreffed  to  Hardy, 

and 
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and  found  in  the  pofleflion  of  Thelwall ;  if  it  is  objected  to,  I 
will  not  prefs  it. 

Mr.  Erskine.  We  do  object  to  it. 

Lord  Chief  Jujtice.  I  think  this  letter  is  in  a  different  fixation 
from  the  other  ;  it  is  a  letter  written  from  a  fociety  addreffed  to 
the  prifoner,  and  found  in  the  hands  of  a  perfon  who  appears  to 
be  involved  in  the  guilt  of  the  prifoner. 

WiLLrAM  Timss  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Garrow. 

SJK   Are  you  one  oi  his  Majefty's  melTengers  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  am. 

j^.   Did  you  feize  any  papers  in  the  houfe  of  Thelwall  ? 

A.  Yes  j  foaie  few  that  were  on  his  perfon. 

i^.  You  put  your  name  to  thofe  you  feized  ? 

A.  Yes. 

jP.   See  if  that  is  one  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  that  is  one. 

{The  paper  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

Sheffield,   May  nth,   17941 
"  Friend  and  Fellow-Citizen, 

"  The  friends  of  peace  and  reform  in  Halifax  having;  held  a 
general  public  meeting  in  the  open  air,  on  Monday  April  2  iff, 
1794,  at  which  were  many  friends  from  Leeds,  Wakefield, 
Huddersfield,  Bradford,  and  the  adjacent  neighbourhood,  the 
friends  of  freedom,  after  the  meeting,  agreed  to  hold  a 
general  meeting  of  delegates  at  Briftol,  in  order  to  confi- 
der  on  the  meafures  to  be  adopted  by  them  preparatory 
to  a  General  Convention.  After  which  our  worthy  friend,  citizen 
■  of  Halifax,  being  ordered  to  Sheffield  to  get  the 

proceedings  of  the  meeting  printed,  and  confult  with  us  upon 
the  fubjeiSf.,  they  were  advifed  by  us  to  defer  atprefent  the  meet- 
ing of  delegates,  until  further  information  from  you  on  that  fubject* 
I  was  therefore  ordered,  at  cur  laft  committee  meeting,  to  write 
to  you,  requefting  the  favour  ai'  as  early  intelligence  as  pof- 
fible  on  that  important  buiinefs.  We  are  not  in  the  leaft  inti- 
midated in  Sheffield,  as  we  can  call  and  hold  a  public  meeting 
whenever  circumffances  renders  the  fame  necefTary  ;  t>efides,  in 
the  houfe  where  I  refide,  we  have  a  large  commodious  room, 
where  the  fociety  can  peaceably  meet  in  rotation. 
'"  By  order  of  the  Committe, 

"  William  Broomhead,  Secretary." 

J^.  (To  Seott — a  paper  faewn  him.)  Was  this  paper  found  in 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Skirving  ? 

A.  Yes. 

{Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 


Dated  Edinburgh,  Oct.  30,    1793,  figned  John  Gartley. 
"  The  delegation  from  Glafgow  moves,  That  the  Conv 
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tion  take  into  their  confederation  the  nature  and  extent  of  a  re« 
folution  adopted  by  their  conftituents,  and  by  moft  of  the  other 
focieties  in  Scotland,  and  afterwards  ratified  and  approved  of  at 
the  Genera]  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh  in  December  1792, 
the  import  of  which  was,  That  if  any  member  of  their  fociety 
affociated  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  parliamentary  reform, 
fhould,  while  in  the  legal  profecution  of  that  object,  be  opprefTed 
or  perfecuted  by  the  arm  of  power,  they  Jhould  not  only  meet 
with  the  affiance  of  the  fociety  to  which  they  belong,  but  alfo  by 
the  united  efforts  of  all  their  brethren  in  Scotland. 

"  Since  the  above  period,  however,  we  are  forry  to  fay,  fe- 
veral  of  our  members  have  been  perfecuted,  and  that  in  a  molt 
wanton  manner,  and  the  above  resolution  (which  if  duly  put  in 
force  would,  we  humbly  apprehend,  have  the  happy  effect  of 
emboldening  thofe  who  have  already  come  forward,  and  of  en- 
couraging others  who  have  not  yet  taken  any  active  part  to  units 
their  efforts  in  the  general  caufe)  has  never  yet  been  attended  to. 

"  We  therefore  humbly  move,  that  the  Convention  take  into 
confederation  the  above  particulars,  and  conlider  what  meafures 
may  be  mofi  conducive  towards  the  performance  of  the  obligation 
we  lie  under,  in  confequence  of  that  refolution,  and  thereby  /hew  to 
the  world  that  we  are  not  unmindful  of  thofe  that  may  fuffer  in  their 
country's  caufe. 

"  John  Gartley.'* 

Q.  (To  Lauzun — a  paper  /hewn  hi?n.)  Is  that  one  of  the  pa- 
pers that  you  received  at  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  is. 

Mr.  Garrow.  This  is  a  paper  found  in  the  pofFefllon  of  the 
prifoner,  dated  15th  June,  1792,  figned  D.  Adams,  Secretary 
to  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,,  in  anfwer  to  a  let- 
ter of  the  10th  inft.  from  the  London  Correfponding  Society 
to  the  London  Conftitutional  Society,,  to  adopt  fix  of  their 
members  ;  addrelTed  to  the  Chairman  of  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing Society. 

(  Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court. ) 

"  At  a  meeting  held  on  Friday  the  15th  of  June,  1792,  it 
was  ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  defired  to  inform  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  that  this  fociety  re- 
ceived their  propofal  with  pleafure,  and  are  willing  to  admit 
fuch  fix  of  the  members  whom  they-ihall  nominate,  to  be  affo- 
ciated members  of  this  fociety." 

£K  (To  Grant — a  paper  shewn  him.)  Do  you  believe  that; 
to  be  Mr.  Hardy's  hand- writing  ? 

J.   I  believe  it  is  ? 

Mr  Garrow.  This 'is  a  letter  of  the  prifoner  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Society  for   Conftitutional  Information    of   j  uly 
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the  6th,    which   makes    the   connexion    between  the  two  fo». 
cietics. 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.). 
Dated  July  6,    1792,  figned  Thomas  Kardy. 
"  Sir,. 
<c  In  the  name  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  I  have, 
to  return  thanks  to  the  Society  for  Conflitutional  Information, 
for  their  prefent  of  two  hundred  copies  of  their  refolutions  re- 
fpecTng  the  King's  proclamation  ;  as  alfo  for  the  two  hundred 
copies  of  Mr-   Paine's  Letter,  &c.  lilcewife  Mr.  Paine's  Letter 
to  Mr.  Seer  tary  Dundas  :  by  care  in  the  diftribution  of  them, 
thofe  fix  hundred  papers  fhall  be  feen  by  as  many  thoufand  per- 
fons. 

"  We  find  ourfelves  highly  favoured  by  your  readinefs  to  ad- 
mit fix  of  our  members  among  you  j  I  am  directed  to  forward 
to  you  the  following  fix  names,  as  the  perfons  chofen  by  our  fo- 
ciety  for  that  honourable  purpofe  ;  our  fenfe  of  the  favour  fo 
conferred  will  be  beft  expreffed  by  their  clofe  attendance  at  you* 
inftru&ive  meetings,  and  confrant  endeavours  to  forward  the  fa 
feeneficial  and  lo  much  wanted  reform  of  parliamentary  repre- 
fentation. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  with  great  refpe£t, 

u  Your  very  humble  fervant, 
July  6,  1792.  "  Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary." 

*{  The  following  are  the  names  chofen  by  our  fociety  :  Tho- 
mas Hardy,  Maurice  Margarot,  John  Richter,  Mr.  Littlejohn, 
Mr.  Grant,  and  William  Gow." 

Dan  if  i,  Adams  fworn  — Examined  by  Mr.  Bower. 
&K  I  think  you  a£ted  as  Secretary  to  the  Conflitutional  So- 
cietv  ? 
A.  Yes. 

j^.  Is  that  the  book  in  which  your  proceedings  were  entered  ? 
J.   \  es. 

£K    .^  re  the  entries  of  the  proceedings  of  the  feciety  regu- 
larly made  in  thefe  books  ? 
J.   \  es. 

(  borne  ext rails  from  It  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court:) 
cc  J''Iy  1 7,  '792.  At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor; 
Tavern,  in  the  Strand,  prefent,  John  Martin  in  the  chair,  the. 
folio,  ing  fix  gentlemen,  recommended  in  the  London  Cor- 
responding Society  to  be  aflbciated  with  this  fociety,  were 
iinanirhoufly  elec/red. 

u  Juiy  20th      At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conflitutional 

Information,  held  at   the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  in  the 

Strand,  prefent,   Mr.  Froft  in  the   chair,  Mr.  J.    H.   Tooke, 

Mr.  Semple,  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Rickman,  Mr. 

'  Hull, 


[      251      j 

Hull,  Mr  Sharp,  Mr.  Parkinfon,  Dr.  Kentifh,  Mr.  Sturcfas 
Mr.  Conftable,  Mr.  G.Williams,  Mr.  W.  Rennington,  Cap- 
tain Harwood,  Mr.  Bufh,  Mr.  Bufh,  jun.  Mr.  Chopping,  Mr. 
Bakewell,  Mr.  Hifd,  Lord  Semple,  Mr.  Jenny,  Mr.  Balmano, 
Mr.  Fitzgerald,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Chetwind, 
Mr.  Bailey,  Col.  Keating,  Mr.  Afpinal,  Mi .  Gow,  Mr. 
Hardy,  Mr.  Grant,  Mr.  "Moore,  Mr.  John  Martin,  Capt. 
Perry,  Rev.  Dr.  Towers. 

{The  Clerk  reads)  "  aoih  Tuly,  1792.  At  a  meeting  of  tfre 
fociety  for  Conftitu'tional  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Mr.  Froft  in  the  chair,  a  committee 
were  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  Mr.  Paine's  letter, 
wherein  he  offered  the  fociety  ioool.  in  truft,  to  be  diftributed 
by  them." 

£>.  {To  Adams.)  Were  thefe  entries  in  the  book  made  at  the 
time  of  meeting  ? 

A.  They  were. 

J9.  Werp  the  minutes  of  the  former  meeting  ever  read  as 
part  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  fociety  ? 

A.  The  minutes  of  the  laft  meeting  were  generally  read  the 
next  meeting. 

Sl>  Were  thefe  books  liable  to  the  infpe&ioii  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fociety  ? 

A.   During  the  fitting  of  the  fociety  there  on  the  tabic. 

j^.   For  the  infpeclion  of  the  members  ? 

A.   As  they  thought  proper. 

{The  Clerk  reads)  u  At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  Tavern  in  the  Strand,  Friday,  July  27,  I7Q?..  i're- 
fent,  Mr.  Chopping  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  G.  Williams,  Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Gow,  Captain  Perry,  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Geddes,  Mi  . 
Afpinal,  Mr.  Gerald,  Mr.  Littlejohn,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Moore,   Mr.  John  Martin,  Lord  Semple. 

c£  The  committee  appointed  to  take  Mr.  Paine's  letter  of  the 
4th  inftant  in  confideration,  had  to  conliderthe  manner  in  which 
the  fociety  fhould  communicate  their  determination  of  his  offer 
of  a  thoufaiid  pounds  in  trull  to  the  fociety  as  they  fhoald  think 
proper. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the 
offer  of  Mr.  Paine  be  repeclfully  declined. 

"  Refolved,  That  this  be  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Paine,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner, 
«  Sir, 

"  I  am  directed  by  the  focietv  of  Constitutional  Information  to 
return  you  their  fincere  thanks,  in  propofing  them  to  become 
truftees  for   a  thoufand  pound--,  which  has  been  produced  from 
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the  profits  arifmg  from  the  fale  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  they  have 
a  juft  view  of  the  eminent  Cervices,  which  has  been  rendered  to 
the  public,  by  your  invaluable  writings,  have  never  yet  met  a 
reward,  and  we  think  it  exceeding  unjuft  to  deprive  you  of  any 
benefits  that  fhall  arife  from  their  fale. 

"  That  the  fociety  write  to  Mr.  Paine,  to  know  whether  it  be 
agreeable  to  him,  whether  the  letter  of  the  4th  be  publiihed  and 
printed." 

Jeremiah  Samuel  Jordan  fworn. 

Mr.  Bowers.  I  fhall  prove  a  letter  of  Mr.  Paine's  to  this  So- 
ciety, 

4;  {To  Mr.  Jordan)  You'  are  a  Bookfeller  ? 

A.  Yes. 

i^.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Paine  ? 

A.  Yes. 

^TDo  you  know  his  hand  writing  ? 

A.  I  rhink  I  do. 

j£\  Look  at  it,  and  tell  me  whether  that  is  his  handwriting  ? 

A.  I  think  it  is,  to  the  beft  of  my  recollection  it  is  his  hand 
writing,  I  never  faw  him  write,  1  have  received  notes  from 
him. 

i^.  And  anfwered  them  ? 

A.  No. 

j|\  How  did  you  know  they  came  from  him  ? 

A.  I  have  received  notes  from- him  and  I  fuppofe  they  came 
from  him,  [have  delivered  things  according  to  his  order. 

i^.  Have  yoa  ever  talked  to  him  after  you  received  thefe 
notes,  fo  as  to  know  that  they  came  from  him  or  not  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  ever  I  did  ;  fuppofing  they  came  from 
him,  I  fent  the  things  that  were  ordered. 

£)j  Is  this  one  of  the  books  that  you  publifhed  !  (Paine's 
Rights  of  Man  put  into  his  hands)  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  one 
of  the  books  you  fold  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  that,  becaufe  there  were  a  number  fold. 

Mr.  Erskine.     Can  you  fwear  to  that  book  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fwear  to  that  book,  that  is  one  of  the  books  the 
fame  that  I  did  publifh,  but  whether  it  came  from  my  houfe  I 
cannot  fay,  becaufe  all  books  are  alike. 

Mr.  Bowers.     Is  that  like  the  fame  book  ? 

A.  Yes,  Sir. 

£K  Who  printed  it  ? 

A.  Mr.  Chapman  printed  the  whole  of  the  fir  ft  part,  and  the 
fecond  was  printed  by  Mr.  Chapman  and  Mr.  Crowder,  I 
believe. 

Mr.  Solicitor  White.    The  witnefs  that  bought  it  is  dead,  that 
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bought  it  at  Mr.  Jordan's  (hop,  and  I  rauft  prove  his  hand- 
Writing. 

Mr.  Boivers.  I  have  the  record  of  the  convit&on  of  Paine 
for  this,  and  this  man  was  then  examined,  and  I  can  have  what 
he  fa  Id  then. 

Mr.  Erskine.     It  cannot  be  evidence. 

Air.  Gartow.  1  know  it  is  open  to  the  other  fide,  to  (hew 
that  this  is  not  the  Rights  of  Man  recognized  by  thefe  refo« 
lutions. 

Court.  The  rule  of  the  evidence  requires  that  you  mould 
Carry  it  farther. 

Mr.  Boivers.  Do  you  jknow  how  far  Chapman  printed 
it? 

A.  I  believe  he  went  as  far  as  (H;,  but  I  only  know  from 
what  1  have  heard  ? 

\fThe  following  extract  from  the  minute  book  of  the  Cmftitutional 
Society ,  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

lC  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  ConfHtutional  Information 
held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Sept.  28,  1792, 
prcfent  Mr.  Sharp  in  the  chair,  prefent  Mr.  Walfh,  Mr.  Sim- 
monds,  Mr.  Bormey,  Mr.  Drury,  (Mr.  J.  H.  Tooke,)  Mr. 
John  Martin,  Mr.  Jennings.  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Sturch,  Mr. 
Moore,  Capt.  Perry,  Mr.  Rixmen,  Mr.  G^ddes,  Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Gow,  Mr.  Margarot^  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mr.  Berriman,  read 
the  following  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  London  Corre- 
fponding  Society,  to  D.  Adams,  Secretary  of  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information. 
t:  Sir, 

'"  The  London  Correfponoing  Society  having  taken  the  refolu- 
tion  of  tranfnitting  to  the  French  National  Convention  an  addrefs 
figned  by  all  the  members,  or  by  the  different  delegate?,  each  Hat- 
ing for  how  many  members  he  figns,  to  allure  that  fuffering  na- 
tion that  we  fympathize  with  them  in  their  misfortunes — that  we 
view  their  exertions  with  admiration,  that  we  with  to  give  them  all 
fuch  countenance  and  iupport  as  individuals,  unfupported  and 
oppreffed  themfelves,  can  afford  ;  and  that  fhould  thofe  in  power 
here  dare  (in  violation  of  the  nation's  pledged  faith  of  neutra- 
lity, and  in  oppoltion  to  the  well-known  fentimentsof  the  peo- 
ple at  large)  to  join  the  German  band  of  defpots  united  againffc 
liberty,  we  difclaim  all  concurrence  therein,  and  will,  to  a  man, 
exert  every  juftifiable  means  for  counteracting  their  machina- 
tions againft  the  freedom  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 

"  I  am  ordered  by  the  Committee  to  accj.iaint  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information  therewith,  in  order  to  be  favoured 
with  their  opinion  thereon,  and  in  hopes  that  if  they  approve  the 
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idea  ar.d  recommend  its  adoption  to  the  different.  Societies,  the 
publication  cf  fiich  a  refpeciable  number  of  real  names  will 
greatly  check  the  hotlile  meafures  which  might  other  wife  be  put 
put  in  execution. 

'c  I  am,  with  great  refpedT, 
«  Dear  Sir, 

London,   Sept.  21,   1792.         u  Your  very  humble  fervant, 

"  T.  Hardy,  Secretary. 

ft  Refolved,  That  the  Secretary  exprefs  the  thanks  of  this  So- 
ciety to  the  London  Ccrrefponding  Society,  for  their  commu- 
nication ;  and  acquaint  them  that  this  Society  do  very  highly 
approve  of  their  intention. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  faid  letter  be  read  at  the  next  meetings 
for  the  purpofe  of  confidering  or  publiming  the  fame." 

Mr.  Garrow.  I  am  going  to  put  in  the  firft  part  of  the 
Rights  of  Man,  written  by  Thomas  Paine,  this  was  actually 
found  in  the  prifoner's  poffeffionj  this  is  one  of  the  cheap 
copies. 

Jf^.  (To  Lauzwi.)  Ee  fo  good  to  look  at  this  and  fee  if  that 
is  one  of  the  papers  found  at  the  prifoner's  houfe  ? 

A.  It  is  j  my  name  is  on  it, — that  is  my  hand  writing,  and 
fometimes  I  marked  them  within  fide  befides. 

j^.  Look  at  that  other  paper  ?  {Mr.  Paint  s  letter  to  the  People 
of  France.) 

A.  That  I  found  in  his  poffefnon. 
{Read  by  the  clerk  of  the  Court,  of  which  the  following  are  extracts.) 
"  Fellow   Citizens, 

"  1  receive  vAih  affectionate  gratitude  the  honour  which  the 
late  National  Affembly  has  conferred  on  me  by  adopting  me  a 
Citizen  of  France,  and  the  additional  honour  of  being  elected 
by  my  fellow- citizens  a  member  of  the  National  Convention; 
wholly  irnprcffed  as  I  am  by  thefe  fentiments  of  refpedt,  I  feel 
my  felicity  increafed,  by  feeing  the  barrier  broke  down,  Sec. 
!]ad  thefe  honours  been  offered  in  an  hour  of  national  profperity 
they  would  have  afforded  no  other  means  but  my  accepting  them 
and  enjoying  them.  I  come  not  to  enjoy  repofe,  convinced 
that  the  caufe  of  France  is  the  caufe  of  all  mankind  ;  and  as 
liberty  cannot  be  purchafed  by  a  wifh,  I  gladly  fhare  with  you 
the  dangers  and  honours  neceff.ry  to  fuccefs. 

"  I  am  well  aware  that  the  moment  of  any  great  change,  fuch 
as  that  accomplished  on  the  JOth  of  Auguit,  is  a  moment  of 
terror  and  confufion,  the  mind  continually  without  reft  till  the 
change  be  accomplifhed. 

"  It  is  no  longer  the  paltry  caufe  of  Kings,  or  of  this  or  that 
individual,  that  calls  France  into  action  ;  it  is  the  great  caufe  of 
all;  it  is  the  eftablifhment  of  a  new  «era  that  {hall  blot  defpotifm 
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from   the   earth,    and   fix   on  a  laftjrig  balls   the   republic   oi' 
man,  &c. 

<c  It  has  been  my  lot  to  have  borne  a  fhare  in  one  revolution. 
I  mean  the  revolution  of  America.  The'fuccefs  that  has  fince 
flowed  to  that  country  has  amply  rewarded  her  for  all  the  hard- 
fliips  fhe  endured  and  the  dangers  :he  encountered,  and  an  over- 
ruling providence  is  regenerating  the  old  world  by  the  principles 
of  the  new. 

"  It  is  the  peculiar  honour  of  France  that  fhe  now  raifes 
the  ftandard  of  liberty  for  all  nations,  and  in  fighting  her  own 
battles,  contends  for  the  rights  of  all  mankind.  The  fame  fpirit 
of  fortitude  that  infured  fuccefs  to  America  will  infure  it  to 
France ;  for  it  is  impcflible  to  conquer  a  nation  determined  to 
be  free. 

"  The  defpots  know  not  what  it  is  to  fight  againft  a  nation; 
they  have  only  been  accaftomed  to  make  war  one  againft  ano- 
ther, and  here  their  knowledge  and  experience  ends ;  but  in  a 
conteft  like  the  prefent,  a  new  and  boundlefs  variety  of  circum- 
stances arifes  that  deranges  all  their  calculations.  New  armies 
arife  againft  them  with  the  necefiity  of  the  moment ;  it  is  then 
thjt  the  difficulties  of  the  invading  enemy  multiply,  and  he  finds 
them  at  the  height  when  he  expected  them  to  end,  &c. 

"  Liberty  and  equality  are  bleflings  too  great  to  be  the  inhe- 
ritance of  France  alone ;  it  is  an  honour  to  her  to  be  the  firft 
champion,  and  fhe  may  now  fay  to  her  enemies  with  a  mighty 
yoice,  It  is  for  all  "Europe,  and  not  for  France  alone,  that  flic 
raifes  the  ftandard  of  liberty  and  equality,  &c.  Sec." 
Thomas  Chapman  fworn. 

j£.  What  is  your  Chriltian  name  ? 

j$.  Thomas. 

Q.  What  are  you  by  bufmefs  ? 

A.   A  bookfeller. 

>}.  Were  you  acquainted  with  Thomas  Paine  at  any  time  ? 

A.   I  was. 

j^.  Did  you  ever  print  any  book  for  him  ? 

/.  Yes,  1  did. 

S$j.  What  work  was  it ? 

A.  A  work  intitled  The  Rights  of  Man. 

j^?.  Did  you  print  one  part,  or  more  than  that  ? 

A.  I  printed  the  firft  part  intirely,  and  part  of  the  fecond 

j^.  Was  it  the  earlier  part  of  the  fecond  part,  as  it  is  called, 
that  you  printed,  or  the  latter  part  ? 
A    The  earlier  part. 

j^.  Will  you  be  fo  good  to  look  at  thefe  books,  and  tell  me 

whether 
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whether  you  'believe  this  is  the  copy  printed  by  you— -you  are 
looking  at  the  aril  part,  do  you  believe  that  firit  part  to  be 
printed  by  you  '( 

A.  You  are  fpeak:ng  as  to  this  edition  I  prefume. 

&K  Yes,  as  to  this  edition. 

ji.  Yes  I  printed  this  firft  part. 

i^.  Have  you  any  of  it  now  in  your  po.Te3ion  ? 

A.  No,  none. 

j^  Did  you  receive  what  you  printers  call  the  whole  copy,  or 
only a  part  : 

A    1  received  not  entirely  the  whole. 

JjK  How  far  did  you  proceed  in  printing  of  that  fecond  part  ? 

A  I  think.,  acording  to  the  belt  of  my  recollection,  that  I 
printed  as  far  as  the  letter  K,  that  is,  I  printed  the  fsgnature  or 
ftieet  I,  which  includes  the  128th  page  of  the  book. 

jS>.  The  1?  3th  page  of  the  large  edition  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  had  the  copy,  almoir  the  whole  remaining  part, 
and  my  people  had  compofed  it,  or  fet  it  up  in  the  type,  but  I 
did  not  finifh  it. 

j^.  What  did  you  do  with  that  part  of  the  copy  that  you  did 
not  hni(li  r 

J,  I  returned  it  to  Mr.  Paine  by  a  fervant  of  mine. 

j9.  Did  you  ever  after  this  converfe  with  Mr.  Paine  about  it  % 

A.  I  do  not  think  that  I  favv  Mr.  Paine  on  the  bufinefs  after 
the  work  was  quite  finiihed. 

Mr.  Garroiv.  Now  we  will  read  fome  of  the  pafTages,  if 
your  Lordfnip  pleafes,  {page  57  in  Chapman's  Edition.)  I  am 
now  fpeaking  of  the  flrft  part,  and  that  alone.,  [in  the  cheap  edition 
page  24.) 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

"  Can  then  Mr.  Burke  produce  the  Englifh  conflitution  ?  If  he 
cannot,  we  may  fairly  conclude,  that  though  it  hath  been  fo 
much  talked  about,  no  fuch  thing  as  a  conflitution  exifts,  or 
ever  did  exift,  and  confequently  that  the  people  have  yet  a  con- 
flitution to  form. 

(Page  59  Chapman's  Edition^  cheap  Edition  page  25 )  u  A 
government  on  the  principles  on  which  conftitutional  go- 
vernments arifing  out  of  fociety  are  eftabiifhed,  cannot  have 
the  right  of  altering  itfelf,  if  it  had  it  would  be  arbitrary.  It 
might  make  itfelf  what  it  pleafed  ;  and  wherever  fuch  a  right 
is  fetjup,  it  fhews  there  is  no  conftitution.  The  adl  by  which  the 
Eriglifn  parliament  empowered  itfelf  to  fit  fever;  years,  fhews 
there  is  no  conftitution  in  England,  it  might  by  thefelf  fame  au- 
thority, have  fat  a  greater  number  of  years  or  for  life.  The 
Bill  which  the  prefent  Mr.  Pitt  brought  into  parliament  fome 
years  ago,  to  Reform  Parliament,  was  on  the  fame  erroneous 
principle.     The  rights  of  reform  in  the  nation  is  in  its  original 
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character,  and  ?he  conftitutional  method  would  be  by  a  ceneral 
convention  elected  for  the  purpose.  There  is  moreover  a  para- 
dox in  the  vitiated  bodies  reforming  themfelves. 

{Page  63,  Chapman  s  edition.,  cheap  edition.  27.)  "  Much  is  to 
be  learned  from  the  French  Conftiturjonj  Conqueftand  tyran- 
ny tranfplanted  themfelves  with  Wi.Iiam  the  Conquefet  from 
Normandy  into  England,  and  the  country  is  vet  disfigured  with 
the  nri  irks.  May  then  the  example  of  all  France  contribute 
to   regenerate   the   freedom  vvhicn  a  province  of  it  ceftroyed 

(Page  161,  Chapman  s  edition,  cheap  edition  page  74.)  v'  The 
two  modes  of  government  which  prevail  in  the  world  are,  fir  ft, 
governments  b^  election  and  reprefentation.  Secondly,  the  go- 
vernment by  hereditary  fucccliion;  the  former  is  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  Republic,  the  latter  by  that  of  Mo- 
narchy and   Ariftocracy. 

"  T 'hole  two  d  ftin:T  and  oppofite forms,  erect  themfelves  on 
two  diftinct  and  oppofite  bafis  oi  reafon  and  ignorance,  a^  the 
exercife  of  government  requires  talents  and  abil  tie«,  and  as 
taleilts  and  abilities  cannot  have  hereditary  defcent,  it  is  evident 
that  hereditary  fucceffiori  requires  a.  belief  from  man  to  vvhicn  his 
reafon  cannot  fubferibe,  and  which  can  only  be  eftablifhed  upon 
his  ignorance  ;  and  the  more  ignorant  any  country  is,  the  better 
it  is  fitted  for  this  fpecies  of  government. 

(Page  165,  Chapman s  edition,  cheap  edition  page  76.) 
"From  the  Revolutions  of  America  and  France,  and  the  fymp- 
toms  that  have  appeared  in  other  countries,  it  is  ewident  that 
the  opinion  of  the  world  is  changed  with  refpect.  to  fyftems  of 
government,  and  that  revolutions  are  not  within  the  compafs 
of  political  calculations.  The  progrefs  of  time  and  circum- 
fcances,  which  men  affign  to  the  accomplishment  of great  changes, 
is  too  mechanical  to  meafure  the  force  of  the  mind,  and  tne 
rapidity  of  reflection,  by  which  revol  itions  are  generated.  All 
the  old  governments  have  received  a  fliocic  from  thofe  that  al- 
ready appear,  and  which  were  once  more  improbable,  and  are 
a  greater  fubjedtof  wonder,  than  a  general  revolution  in  Europe 
would  be  now. 

"  -When  we  furvey  the  wretched  condition  of  man,  under 
the  monarchial  and  hereditary  fyfrems  of  government  !  dragged 
from  his  home  by  one  p  wer,  01  driven  by  another,  and  im- 
poverimed  by  taxes  more  than  by  enemies,  it  becomes  evi.'ent 
that  thefe  {yftc-.n  are  bad,  and  that  1  general  revolution  in  the 
principle  and  conftruction  of  government  is  necei;  t 

is  government  more  than  the   management  of  the  the 

ration?  It  is  not,  and  from  its  nature  cannot  be,  the  property 
cf  any  particular  man   or   family,  but  of  the  w.  ity. 

at  whofe  expence  it  is  fuppoited,  and  thou^n  by  force  01  obr)- 
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trivance  it  hath  been  ufurped  into  an  inheritance,  the  usurpation 
cannot  alter  the  right  of  things.  Sovereignty,  as  a  matter  ot 
ri<  htj  appertains  to  the  nation  only,  and  not  to  any  individual  ; 
ar'd  a  ration  has  at  all  times  an  inherent  indefeaiible  right  to 
abolilh  ary  form  of  government  it  finds  inconvenient,  and  ef- 
tabiifh  fach  as  accords  with  its  inherent  difpofition  and  happinefs. 
The  romantic 'and  barbarous  diftinclion  of  men  into  kings  and 
fubje&s,  though  it  may  fuit  the  condition  of  courtiers,  cannot 
that  of  citizens,  and  is  exploded  by  the  principle  upon  which 
governments  are  now  founded  ;  every  citizen  is  a  member  of 
the  fovereignty,  and  as  fuch  can  acknowl  dge  no  perfonal  fub- 
jetStion  ;  and  his  obedience  can  be  only  to  the  laws. 

u  When  men  think  of  vt  bat  government  is,  they  muff  necef- 
farily  fuppofe  it  to  pcflels  a  knowledge  of  all  the  objects  and 
matters  upon  which  its  authority  is  to  be  exeicifed.  In  this  view 
of  government,  the  Republican  fyftem,  as  eftabjifhed  by  Ame- 
rica and  France,  operates  to  embrace  the  whole  of  a  nation  ; 
and  the  knowledge  nectflary  to  the  intereff.  of  all  the  parts,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  center,  whk  h  the  parts  by  reprefentation  form  ; 
but  ihe  ^ld  governments  are  on  a  conflruclion  that  excludes 
'knowledge  as  well  as  happiness;  government  by  monks,  who 
know  nothing  of  the  woiid  beyond  the  walls  of  a  convent,  is- 
as  confident  as  government  by  king?.  What  were  formerly 
called  Revolutions,  were  little  more  than  a  change  of  perfons, 
or  an  alteration  of  local  circumftances.  They  role  and  fell  like 
things  of  courfe,  and  had  nothing  in  their  exigences  or  their 
fate  that  coud  influence  beyond  the  fpot  that  produced  them; 
but  what  we  now  fee  in  the  world  from  the  revolution  of  Ame- 
rica and  I  ranee,  are  a  renovation  of  the  natural  order  of 
things,  a  fyffem  of  principles  as  univerfal  as  truth  and  the  exh- 
tence  of  man,  and  combining  moral  with  political  happinefs 
and  national  profperity. 

"  I-  Men  are  born  and  always  continue  free  and  equal  in 
refpeiSt  of  their  rights.  Civil  diitinctions  therefore  can  be 
founded  only  on  public  utility. 

"  II.  The  end  of  all  political  aiibciationSj  is  the  prefcrva- 
tion  of  the  natural  and  imprefcriptible  rights  of  man,  and 
and  thefe  rights  are  liberty,  property,  fecurity  and  refiftan.ee 
of  oppreffion. 

"  111.  The  nation  is  cffentially  the  fource  of  all  fovereignty, 
nor  can  any  individual  of  any  body  of  men,  be  intitled  to  any 
'authority  which  is  not  exprefsly  derived  from  it. 

"  In  thefe  principles  there  is  nothing  to  throw  a  nation  into 
confufion  by  inflaming  ambition,  they  are  calculated  to  call  forth 
wifdom  and  abilities,  and  to  exetcife  them  for  the  public  good, 
and  not  for   the  emolument  cr  aggrandizement  of  particular 
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defer' ptions  o£  men  or  families.  Monorchia!  fovereignty,  the 
enemy  of  mankind,  the  fource  of  rniiVy,  is  aboli  hed,  and  fo- 
vereignty itfelf  is  reitored  to  its  natural  and  original  place,  the 
Nation.  Were  this  the  cafe  thoughout  Europe,  the  caufe  of 
wars  would  be  taken  away. 

"  It  is  attributed  to  Henry  IV.  of  Fn:ice,  a  man  of  an 
enlarged  and  benevolent  heart,  that  he  propofed,  abou  the 
year  1610,  a  plan  for  aboliming  war  in  Europe.  1  he-  plan 
confided  in  constituting  an  European  Congrefs,  or  as  the  French 
author  itiles.  it,  a  Pacific  Republic,  by  appointing  delegates 
from  the  feveral  nations,  who  were  to  act  as  a  Court  of  Arbi- 
tration in  any  difputes  that  might  arife  between  nation  and 
nation. 

M  1 1  id  fuch  a  plan  been  adopted  at  the  time  it  was  propofed, 
the  ta^es  of  England  and  France,  as  two  of  the  parties,  would 
h?.ve  been  at  leaft  ten  millions  Sterling  annually  to  each  na- 
tion lefs  than  they  were  at  the  commencement  of  theFrench 
Revolution. 

"  To  conceive  a  caufe  why  fuch  a  plan  has  not  been 
adopted,  and  hat  inftead  of  a  Congrefs  for  tie  purpofe  of  pre- 
venting war,  it  hath  only  been  called  for  terminating  a  war, 
after  a  fruitlefs  evpence  of  feveral  years,  it  will  be  nece/Tiry  to 
coniider  the  intereft  of  governments  as  a  difthvSt  intereft  to 
that  of  nations. 

*'  Whatever  is  the  caufe  of  taxes  to  a  nation,  or  becomes 
alfo  the  means  of  revenue  to  a  government.  Every  war  ter- 
minates with  an  addition  of  taxes,  and  confequently  with  an 
addition  of  revenue;  and  in  any  event  of  war,  in  the  manner 
they  are  now  commenced  and  concluded,  the  pow?r  and  in- 
terests of  governments  are  increafed.  War,  therefore,  from 
its  produitivenefs,  as  it  eafily  furnishes  the  pretence  of  nece/fity 
for  taxes  and  appointments  to  places,  and  offices,  becomes  a 
princpa!  part  of  the  fyftem  of  old  governments-,  and  to  eftaMi  h 
any  mode  to  abolifh  war,  however  advantageous  it  might  be  to 
nations,  vvould  be  to  take  from  fuch  governments  the  molt  lu- 
crative of  ics  branches;  the  frivolous  matters  upon  which  war 
is  made,  (hew  the  difpofaion  .mi  avidity  of  go  ernments  to 
uphold  the  fyftem  of  war,  and  betray  the  motives  upon  which 
they  act, 

"  Why  ate  not  Republics  plunged  into  war,  but  b.  aufe  the 
nature  of  their  government  doev  not  ad  nit  of  an  intere." 
from'that  of  the  nation;  even  Holland,  though  an  ill  conflrutted 
Republic,  and  with  a  commerce  extending  o- or  the  world,  ex- 
isted nearly  a  century  without  war,  and  the  inftant  the  foi  of 
government  was  changed  in  France,  the  republic.: 
of  peace  and  domeftic  profperity  and  oeconomy  arofe  witn  the 
K  k  z  new 
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new  government,  and  the  force  confequences  would  follow  the 
fame  caufes  in  other  nations. 

"  As  war  is  the  fyftem  of  government  on  the  old  conftructiong 
the  animofity  which  nations  reciprocally  entertain,  is  nothing 
more  than  what  the  policy  of  their  governments  excites,  to  keep 
up  the  fpirit  of  the  fyftem  ;  each  government  accules  the  other 
of  perfidy,  intrigue,  and  ambition,  as  a  means  of  heating  the 
inajtion  of  their  refpeclive  nations,  and  incenfing  them  to 
hoftilicies.  Man  is  not'  the  enemy  of  man,  but  through  the 
medium  of  a  falfe  fyftem  of  government  j  inftead,  therefore,  of 
exclaiming  againft  the  ambition  of  kings,  the  exclamation 
fhould  be  directed  againft  the  principle?  of  fuch  governments  j 
and  inftead  of  feeking  to  reform  the  individual,  the  wlidom  of  a 
nation  fhould  r.pply  itielf  to  reform  the  fyftem. 

u  Whether  the  forms  and  maxims  of  government,  which  are 
{till  in  practice^  were  adapted  to  the  condition  of  the  world  at 
the  period  they  were  eftablifhcd,  is  not  in  this  cafe  the  quef- 
tion  ;  the  older  they  are,  the  lefs  correfporidence  can  they 
hayewiih  the  prefent  Hate  of  things,  time  and  change  of,rir- 
cumftances  and  opinions,  have  the  fame  progreihve  efKct,  in 
rendering  modes  of  government  obfolete,  as  they  have  upon  cuf- 
tpYns  and-rnanners ;  agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures,  ancl 
the  tranquil  acts,  by  which  the  properties  of  nation^  is  heft  pro- 
moted, ri  quired  a  different  fyftem  of  governn  ent,  and  a  different 
j'pecies  of  knowledge  to  direct  its  operations,  than  might  have 
been  required  w  the  former  condition  of  the  world. 

"  As  it  is  nt  di  ficult  to  perceive  from  the  enlightened  ftate  of 
mankind,  that  hereditary  governments  are  verging  to  then- 
decline,  and  that  revolutions,  on  the  broad  balls  of  national  fo-* 
vereignty,  and  government  by  representation,  are  making;  their 
\yay  in  Europe,  it  would  be  an  act  of  wifdom  to  anticipate  their 
approach,  and  prccuce  revoh'tions  by  reafon  and  accomodation; 
rather  than  commit  them  to  the  ilTue  of  convuliion. 

"  From  wh.twe  new  fee,  nothing  of  reform  in  the  political 
<  ughtto  be  held  improbable.  It  is  an  age  of  revolutions, 
in  which  ever"  tl  ing  may  be  looked  for,  The  intr'gue  of  Courts, 
by  which  the  yftem  of  war  is  kept  up,  may  provoke  a  confeder- 
acy oi  nations  to  abolifh  it,  and  an  Jiuropean  congrefs  to  patro- 
l;  it  the  |  n  grefs  of  free  government,  and  promote  the  civilization 
of  nations  with  each  other,  is  ah  event  rearer  in  probability,  than 
c»i  ce  were  the  revolutions  and  alliance  of  France  and  America. 

{Second  Fo.rt^  Chapman's  edition  page  21.  "  All  hereditary  go- 
vernment is  in  its  nature  tyranny,  an  her  table  crown,  or  an  heri- 
table throne,  cr  by  what  other  fanciful  n.  iv.e  fuch  things  may 
be  called,  have  no  ether  fignincar.t  explanation  than  that  man- 
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kind  are  heritable  property;  to  inherir  a  government  is  to  inherit 
the  peop'o   as  it  .hey  were  flocks  and  herds. 

(Second  fart,  bapman's,  edition,  page  2~.)  "  '-Tow  irrational 
then  is  the  Hereditary  Syftem,  which  eftablifibes  channel?  ofpow- 
cr  in  company  wita  which  wifdorn  refufes  to  How  by  continuing 
this  abfurdity  ;  WAV  i  perpetually  in  contradiction  with  himielf, 
he  accepts  for  a  king,  or  a  ch'ef  magistrate,  or  a  legtilator,  a 
perfbri  whom  he  would  not  elect  for  a  conftable. 

{.Page  4.7,  Chapman's  edition,)  "  Phis  convention  met  at 
Philadelphia,  in  may  17S7,  of  which  Gene- al  Washington  was 
elected  preliden.t,  he  was  not  at  rh.  t  time  connected  with  any 
of  the  {late  governments,  or  .with  Congrefs,  he  delivered  up 
his  coiTUixiffiou  when  tiie  war  ended,  and  (ince  that  had  lived  a 
private  citizen. 

"  The  convention  went  deeply  into  all  the  fubje6te*;  and  hav- 
ir.  ,  after  a  variety  of  debate  and  inveftigation,  agreed  among 
th  vfelve?,  upon  die  feveral  parts  :>f  a  fedef  1  constitution  ;  the 
next  queftion  was  the  manner  of  giving  it  authority  and  prac- 
tice. 

"  For  this  purpofe  they  did  not,  like  a  caT->al  of  courtier?,  f<  nd 
for  a  DutohStadtholder  or  a  German  elector ;  but  they  referred 
the  whole  matter  to  the  fenfe  and  intereft  of  the  country;  they 
firil  directed  that  the  propoild  conflitution  Ihould  be  published. 
Secondly,  that  each  date  fhould  elect  a  convention,  expreisly  for 
the  purpofe  of  taking  it  in  conflderafion,  and  of  ratifying  or  re- 
jecting it,  and  that  as  foon  as  the  approbation  and  ratification  of 
nine  ftates  fliould-  be  given,  that  thofe  ftates  fhould  proceed  to 
the  election  of  their  proportion  of  members,  to  the  new  federal 
government,  and  that  the  operation  of  it  ihould  then  be°-in,  and 
the  former  federal  government  ceafe. 

(Page  52,  fame  edition  )  "  The  hiftory  of  the  Cd  wards,  and 
the  Henrys,  and  up  to  the  commencement  of  the  Stuarts,  ex- 
hibits as  m,any  inftafcees  of  tyranny  as  could  be  acted  within  the 
Jimits  to  which  the  nation  had  reftrictcd  it.  The  Stuarts  endea- 
voured to  pais  thofe  limits,  aod  their  fate  is  well  known.  In  all 
thofe  inftance?,  we  fee  nothing  of  a  confrituticn,but  only  of  re- 
ftrietion  on  aflumed  power, 

"  After  this,  another  William  defeended  from  the  fame  frock 
and  claiming  iiom  the  fame  origin;  gained  pofiefli  >n  ;  and  of  the' 
two  evil  ,  iamesandWilliamrthe  nation  preferred  what  it  thought 
the  Ieait,  iince  from  circumitances  it  mud  lake  one  Th- act 
called  the  bill  of  ri..  hts  comes  here  into  view.  What  :s  it  but  a 
bargain,  which  the  parts  of  the  government  made  with  each 
other,  to  divide  power,  profits  and  privileges  ;  you  {hall  have  fo 
much,  a  d  I  will  have  the  reft  ;  and  with  refpect  to  the  nation, 

it  faid  fi  r  your  (bare,  you  (ball  have  the  right  of  petitioning, 

this  being  the  cafe,  the  bill  of  rights  is  more  properly  a  bill  of 

wrongs 
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wrongs  and  of  infult.  As  to  what  is  called  the  Convention  Par- 
liament, it  was  a  thing  ttiat  made  itfelf,  and  then  made  the  au- 
thority by  which  it  acted.  A  few  perfons  got  together,  and 
called  themfelves  by  that  name.  Several  of  them  had  never 
been  elected,  and  none  of  them  for  the  purpofe. 

"  From  the  time  of  William,  a  fpecies  of  government  arofe, 
iflittng  out  of  this  coalition  bill  of  right,  and  more  fo  fince  the 
corruption  introduced  at  the  Hanover  fliccefiion,  by  the  agencies 
of  Walpole,  that  can  be  defcribed  by  no  other  name  than  a 
defpotic  leglflation.  Though  the  parts  may  embarrafs  each 
other,  he  whole  has  no  bounds,  and  the  only  right  it  ac know- 
leges  out  of  itfelf,  is  the  right  of  petitioning.  Where  there 
is  the  conftitution  either  that  gives  or  that  reftrains  power. 

"  It  is  not  becaufe  a  part  of  the  government  is  elective  that 
makes  it  lefs  defpotifm,  \i  the  pe  ion  fo  ele£ted  pofTefs  after- 
ward, as  a  parliament,  unlimited  powers  ;  election  in  this  cafe 
becomes  feparated  from  reprefentation,  and  the  candidates  are 
candidates  for  defpotifm. 

"  I  cannot  believe  that  any  nation,  reafoning  on  its  own 
rights,  would  have  thought  of  calling  thofe  things  a  conftitution, 
if  the  cry  of  conftiution  had  not  been  fet  up  by  the  government. 
It  has  got  ;nto  circulation,  like  the  words  bore  and  qno%,  by  be- 
ing chalked  up  in  the  fpeeches  of  pailiament  as  thofe  words  were 
on  window-  fhutters  and  door-poits ;  but  whatever  the  conftitu- 
tion may  be  in  other  refpe&s,  it  has  undoubtedly  been  the  moft 
productive  machine  of  taxation  that  ever  was  invented.  The 
taxes  in  France,  under  the  new  conftitution,  are  not  quite  13s. 
per  head  ;  and  the  taxes  in  England,  under  what  is  called  its, 
prefent  conftitution,  are  48s.  6d.  per  head,  men,  women,  and 
children,  amounting  to  nearly  feventeen  millions  fterling,  which 
is  upwards  of  a  million  more." 

(P.  63, fame  edition.)  "  With  refpect  to  the  two  houfes  of 
which  the  Eriglifh  Parliament  is  cornpoied,  they  appear  to  be  Co 
effectually  influenced  into  one,  and  as  a  legislature  to  have  no 
temper  of  iis  own;  the  minifter,  whoever  he  may  be,  touches, 
it  as  with  an  opium  wand,  and  it  ileeps  obedience;  but  if  we 
look,at  the  diftihdt  abilities  of  the  two  houfes  the  difference  will 
appear  fo  great  as  to  fhew  the  inconfiftency  of  placing  power 
where  there  can  be  no  certainty  of  the  judgment  to  ufe  it. 
Wretched  as  the  ftate  of  the  repiefentation  is  England,  it  is 
manhood  compared  with  what  is  called  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ;  and 
{o  little  is  this  nick  named  Houfe  regarded  that  the  people 
fcarcely  enquire  at  any  time  what  it  is  doing  ;  it  appears  alfo  to 
be  the  moft  under  influence,  and  the  furtheft  removed  from  the 
general  in'ereft  of  the  nation.  In  the  debate  on  engaging  in 
the  Ruffian  and  Turkifti  war,  the  majority  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers 
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in  favour  of  it  was  upwards  of  ninety,  when  in  the  other  FJoufe, 
which  is  more  than  double  its  numbers,  the  majority  was  fixty- 
three." 

(P.  65,  the  fame  edition  )  <c  But  in*whatever  manner  the  fe- 
parate  parts  of  a  constitution  may  be  arranged,  there  is  one  ge- 
neral principle  thatdiftinguifhes  freedom  from  flavery,  which  if, 
that  all  hereditary  government  over  a  people  is  to  them  a  fpecies 
of  flavery,  and  reprefentative  government  is  freedom." 

I  P.  107,  the  fame  book.')  "  Having  thus  glanced  at  fome  uf 
the  defects  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  I  fhall  proceed  to 
what  is  called  the  Crown,  upon  which  I  (hall  be  very  concife. 

"  It  fignifies  a  nominal  office  of  a  million  fterling  a  year,  the 
bufinefs  of  which  confttts  in  receiving  the  money,  whether  the 
perfon  be  wife  or  foolifh,  fane  or  infane,  a  native  or  a  foreigner, 
matters  not;  every  mini  ft  ry  acls  upon  the  fame  idea  that  Mr. 
Burke  writes,  namely,  that  the  people  muft  be  hoodwinked  with 
and  held  in  fuperftitious  ignorance  by  fome  bugbear  or  other, 
and  what  is  called  the  Crown  anfwers  this  purpofe,  and  therefore 
it  anfwers  all  the  purpofes  to  be  expeiled  from  it.  This  is  more 
than  can  be  (aid  of  the  two  other  branches." 

Mr.  Erjkine.  Read  the  Preface  to  the  book. The  Clerk 

began  reading  the  Dedication. — Mr.  Frskine  faid,  I  dehred  the 
Preface  to  be  read  ;  that  is  the  Dedication. 

Mr.  Law.  Read  the  Dedication  firft,  and  afterwards  the 
Preface. 

[Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
To  M.  De  La  Fayette. 
"  After  an  acquaintance  of  nearly  fifteen  years,  in  difficult 
fituations  in  America,  and  various  confultations  iniurope,  I  feel 
a  pleafure  in  prefenting  to  you  this  fmall  treatife,  in  gratitude 
for  your  fervices  to  my  beloved  America,  and  as  a  teftimouy  of 
my  efteem  for  the  virtues,  public  and  private,  which  1  know  you 
to  poftefs. 

"  The  only  point  upon  which  I  could  ever  difcover  that  we 
differed,  was  not  as  to  principles  of  government,  but  as  to  time. 
For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  equally  as  injurious  to  good  prin- 
ciples to  permit  them  to  linger,  as  to  puih  them  en  too  fait. 
That  which  you  fupoofe  accomplifhable  in  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years,  I  may  believe  practicable  in  a  much  fhorter  period.  fV'ar:- 
kind,  as  it  appears  to  me,  are  always  ripe  enough  to  tunderftand 
their  true  intereft,  provided  it  be  prefented  clear!}-  to  their  un- 
derftanding,  and  that  in  a  manner  not  to  create  fulpicion  by  any 
thing  like  felf  deftgn,  nor  offend  by  afliiming  too  much.  Where 
we  would  wifh  to  reform  we  muft  net  reproach. 

"  When  the  American  revolution  vves  eftablifhed,  I  felt  a  dif- 
pofition  to  fit  ferencly  down  and  enjoy  the  calm.     It  did  not  ap- 
pear 
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pear  to  me  that  any  objecl:  could  afterwards  arlle  great  enough  to 
make  me  quit  tranquillity,  and  feel   as   1  had  felt  before.    .But 
.   'when  principle,  and  not  pl.ce,  is  the  energetic  cauie  of  action,  a 
man,  i  find,  is  every  where  ttoeJame. 

"  I  am  now  once  more  in  the  pullic  world  ;  and  as  T  have  not 
a  right  to  contemplate  on  fo  many  years  of  remaining  life  as  you 
have,  I  am  refolved  to  labour  as  raft  as  1  can;  <md  as  I  am  anxi- 
ous for  your  aid  and  your  company,  1  wifll  you  to  haiien  your 
principles  and  overtake  me. 

"  If  you  make  a  campaign  the  enfuing  fpring,  which  it  is  mod 
probable  there  v\  iil  he  no  occafion  for,  I  will  come  and  join  you. 
Should  the  campaign  commence,  1  hope  it  will  terminate  in  the 
extinction  ot  German  defpotifrn,  and  in  eflabliihing  the  fieedom 
of  ail  Germany.  When  France  fhall  be  unrounded  with  revo- 
lutions, Che  will  be  in  peace  and  fafeiy,  and  her  taxes,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  Germany,  will  confequcntly  become  lefs 

"   Your  fincere,  auectionate  friend, 
London.  Feb.  9.,  1 792.  Thomas  Paine." 

P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

"  When  I  began  the  chapter  entitled  the  cc  Concluftcn"  in  the 
former  part  of  the  RIGHTS  of  MAN,  pubiifhed  laft  year,  it 
was  my  intention  to  have  extended  it  to  a  greater  length  ;  but 
in  calling  the  whole  matter  in  my  mind  which  I  wifhed  to  add, 
I  found  that  I  mult  either  make  the  work  too  bulky,  cr  contract 
my  plan  too  much.  1  therefore  brought  it  to  a  clofe  as  foon  a9 
the  fubjecl  would  admit,  and  referved  what  1  had  further  to  fay 
to  another  opportunity. 

"  Several  other  reafons  contributed  to  produce  this  determi- 
nation. I  wifhed  to  know  the  manner  in  which  a  vvork>  written 
in  a  ftyle  of  thinking  and  expreffion  different  to  what  had  been 
.cufromary  in  England,  would  be  received  before  I  ventured  far- 
ther, /i  great  field  was  opening  to  the  view  of  mankind  by 
means  of  the  French  Revolution.  Mr.  Burke's  outrageous  op- 
pofition  thereto  brought  the  controvei fy  into  Engrand.  He  at-  - 
tacked  principles  which  he  knew  (from  information)  I  would 
conteir  with  him,  i  ecaufc  they  are  principles  which  i  believe  to 
be  good,  and  which  i  rave  contributed  to  eitablifh,  and  con- 
ceive myfelf  bound  to  defend.  Had  he  not  urged  the  contro- 
verfy,  I  had  molt  pr<  bably  been  a  filent  man. 

**  Another  reafon  for  de  erring  the  remainder  of  the  work 
was,  that  Mr.  Burke  promiled  in  his  firil  publication  to  renew 
the  fubjecl  at  another  opportunity,  and  to  make  a  comparison  of 
what  he  called  the  Englifh  and  French  conftitutions.  I  there- 
fore held  myfelf  in  refer,  e  for  him.  He  has  pubiifhed  two  works 
fince,  without  doing  this  ;  which  he  certainly  would  not  have 
omittetj,  had  the  comparifon  been  in  his  favour. 

"  la 
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rt  In  his  laft  work,"  His  Appeal  from  the  New  to  the  Old  Whigs" 
Re  has  quo:.ed  about  ten  pages  from  the  Rights  of  Mant  and 
having  given  himfelf  the  trouble  of  doing  this,  (ays,  "  he  (hall 
not  attempt  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  refute  them,"  meaning  the 
principles  therein  contained,  i  am  enough  acquainted  with  Mr. 
JBuBke  to  know,  that  he  would  if  he  could.  But  inftead  ofcon- 
tefting  them,  he  immediately  after  confoles  himfelf  with  faying, 
that  u  he  has  done  his  part." — He  has  not  done  his  part,  he 
has  not  performed  his  promife  of  a  co.mparifon  of  constitutions. 
He  flarted  the  controverfy,  he  gave  the  challenge,  and  has  fled 
from  it;  and  he  is  now  a  cafe  in  point  with  his  own  opinion,  that, 
c'  the  age  of  chivalry  is  gone  /" 

"  The  title,  as  well  as  the  fubftance  of  his  laft  work,  his  u  sip~ 
peal"  is  his  condemnation.  Principles  muft  ftand  on  their  own 
merits,  and  if  they  are  good  they  certainly  will.  To  pur  them 
under  the  fhelter  of  other  mens  authority,  as  Mr  I  ur  e  has 
done,  ferves  to  bring  them  into  fulpici  >n  Mr.  Burke  is  not 
very  fond  of  dividing  his  honours,  but  in  this  cafe  he  is  artfully 
dividing  the  disgrace.  But  who  are  thofeto  whom  Mr.  Burke 
made  his  appeal  f  A  fet  of  cnildiih  thinkers  and  half-way  poli- 
ticians born  in  the  laft  century  ;  men  who  went  no  farther  with 
any  principle  than  as  it  fuited  their  purpofe  as  a  party  ;  the  na- 
tion was  always  left  out  of  the  queftion  ;  and  this  ha?  been  the 
charackr  of  every  party  from  that  day  to  this.  The  nation  fees 
nothing  in  fuch  works,  or  fuch  politics  worthy  its  attention. 
A  little  matter  will  move  a  party,  but  it  mult  be  fomething 
great  that  moves  a  nation. 

"  Though  I  fee  nothing  in  Mr.  Burke's  Appeal  worth  takin  ; 
much  notice  of,  there  is,  however,  one  expreffion  upon  which 
I  mall  offer  a  few  remarks. — A.fter  quoting  largely  from  the 
Rights  of  Man,  and  declining  to  conteft  the  principles  contained 
in  that  work,  he  fays,  "  This  will  moll:  probably  he  done  {if 
fuch  writings  Jhall  be  thought  to  deferve  any  other  refutation  than 
that  of  criminal  jujllce ;  by  others,  who  may  think  with  Mr. 
Burke  and  with  the  fame  zeal. 

"  in  the  firft  place,  it  has  not  yet  been  done  by  any  body. 
Not  lefs,  I  believe,  than  eight  or  ten  pamphlets  intended  as 
anfwers  to  the  former  part  of  the  "  Rights  of  Alan"  have  be~n 
published  by  different  perfons,  and  not  one  of  them  to  my 
knowledge,  has  extended  to  a  fecond  edition,  nor  are  even  the 
titles  of  tnem  (o  much  as  genenlly  remembered.  As  I  am 
av>.rfe  to  unneceflarily  multiplying  publications,  I  have  an- 
fwered  none  of  them.  And  as  I  believe  that  a  man  may  write 
himfelf  out  of  reputation  when  nobody  elfe  can  do  it,  .  am  care- 
ful to  avoid  that  rork. 

L  J  «  But 
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ic  But  as  1  would  decline  unneceffary  publications  on  the  one 
1,  fo  would  Iavoid,every  thing  th  .t  might  appear  like  fulien 
e  on  the  other  If  Mr.  Burke,  or  any  peifon  on  his  fide 
the  queftrb'n,  will  produce  an  ant'wer  to  the  "  Rights  of  Man," 
that  ihall  extend  to  an  half,  or  even  to  a  fourth  part  of  the  num- 
ber of  copie?  to  which  the  Rights  of  Man  extended,  I  will  re- 
ply to  his  work.  But  until  this  be  done,  I  Hi  all  (o  far  take  the 
ienie  of  the  public  for  my  guide  (and  the  world  knows  1  am 
not  a  flatterer;  that  what  they  do  not  think  worth  while  to 
read,  is  not  worth  mine  to  anfwer.  J  iuppofe  the  number  of 
copies  to  which  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man  exte.idcd,  taking 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  is  not  leis  than  between  forty 
and  fifty  thoufand. 

"  I  now  come  to  remark  on  the  remaining  part  of  the  quota- 
tion 1  have  made  from  Mr.  Burke. 

"  if,"  fays  he,  C4  fuch  writings  fhall  be  thought  to  deferve 
any  other  refutation  than  that  of  criminal1  juftice. 

u  Pardoning  jthe  pun,  it  muft  be  criminal  jailice  indeed  that 
fhould  condemn  a  work  as  a  fubititute  for  not  being  able  to  re- 
fute it.  The  greaterr,  condemnation  that  could  be  pafTed  upon 
it  would  be  a  refutation.  But  in  proceeding  by  the  method  Mr. 
Burke  alludes  to,  the  condemnation  would,  in  the  final  event, 
pais  upon  the  criminality  of  the  procefs  and  not  upon  the  work, 
and  in  this  cafe,  1  h:id  rather  be  the  author,  than  be  either  the 
judge  or  the  jury,  that  fhould  condemn  it. 

"  But  to  come  at  once  to  the  point,  I  have  differed  from  fome 
profeffional  gentlemen  on  the  fubject  of  profecutions,  and  I 
fmce  find  they  are  falling  into  my  opinion,  which  I  will  here 
flate  as  fully,  but  as  concifely  as  I  can. 

*'  1  will  firft  put  a  cafe  with  refpect  to  any  law,  and  then 
compare  it  with  a  government,  or  with  what  in  England  is,  or 
his  be.  n,  called  a  conPcituticn. 

"  It  would  be  an  act  of  defpotifm,  or  wh^t  in  England  is 
called  arbitrary  power,  to  make  a  law  to  prohibit  inveftigating 
the  principles,  good  or  bad,  on  which  fuch  a  law,  or  any  o.her 
is  founded. 

"  If  a  law  be  bad,  it  is  one  thing  to  oppofe  the  practice  of 
it,,  but  it  i?  quite  a  different  thing  to  expofe  its  errors,  to  reafon 
on  its  defeats,  and  to  (hew  caufe  why  it  fhould  be  repealed,  or 
why  another  ought  to  be  fubilituted  in  its  place.  I  have  always 
held  it  an  opinion  (making  it  alio  my  practice)  mat  it  is  better  to 
obey  a  bad  law,  making  ufe  at  the  iame  time  of  every  argument 
to  fnev/  its  errors  and  procure  its  repeal,  than  forcibly  to  violate 
it;  pecaufe  ths  precedent  of  breaking  a  bad  law  might  weaken 
the  force,  and  lead  to  a  discretionary  violation  of  thofe  which 
are  good. 

The 
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"  The  care  is  the  fame  with  refpect  to  principles  and  forms  of 
government,  or  to  what  are  called  conftitutions  and  the  parts  of 
which  they  are  compofed. 

"  It  is  tor  the  good  of  nations,  2nd  not  for  the  emolument  or 
aggrandizement  of  particular  individuals,  that  government  ought 
to  be  eftablimed,  and  that  mankind  are  at  the  expence  of  fup- 
porting  it.  The  defects  of  every  government  and  conftitution, 
both  as  to  princip]  n  muft,  on  a  parity  of  realoning,  be 

as  open  to  difcuffion  as  the  defeats  of  a  law,  and  it  is  a  duty 
which  every  man  owes  to  fociety  to  point  them  out.  When 
thofe  defeats,  and  the  means  of  remedying  them  are  generally 
feen  by  a  nation,  that  nation  will  reform  its  government  or  its 
conftitution  in  the  one  cafe,  as  the  government  repealed  or  re- 
formed the  lav/  in  the  other.  The  operation  of  government  is 
reftricted  to  the  making  and  the  adminiftering  of  laws  ;  but  it  is 
to  a  nation  that  the  right  of  forming  or  reforming,  generating 
or  regenerating  conftitutions  and  governments  belong ;  and 
confequently  thofe  (ubjects  as  fubjects  of  investigation,  are  al- 
ways before  a  country  as  a  matter  of  rights  and  cannot,  wlth<  ut 
invading  the  general  rights  of  that  country,  be  made  fubj  fts 
for  profecution.  On  this  ground  I  will  meet  Mr  Burke  when- 
ever he  pleafe.  It  is  better  that  the  whole  argument  fhould  come 
out,  than  to  feek  to  it  1  fie  it.  It  was  himlelf  that  opened  the 
coi.troveriy,  and  he  ought  not  to  defert  it. 

"  I  do  not  believe  that  monarchy  and  ariftocracy  will  continue 
kvsn  year%  longer  in  any  of  the  enlightened  countries  in  Europe. 
If  better  reafons  can  be ihewn  fortnerh  than  againft  them,  they 
willftandj  if  the  contrary,  they  will  not.  Mankind  are  not 
now  to  be  tuld  they  (hall  not  think,  or  they  mail  not  read;  and 
publications  that  go  no  farther  than  to  inveftigate  principles  of 
government,  to  invite  men  to  reafon  and  to  reflect,  and  to  fhew 
the  errors  and  excellencies  of  different  Cyftems,  have  a  right  to 
appear.  If  they  do  not  excite  attention,  they  arj  not  worth  the 
trouble  of  a  profecution;  and  if  they  do,  the  profecution  will 
amount  to  nothing,  finee  it  cannot  amount  to  a  prohibition  of 
reading.  This  would  be  a  fentence  on  the  public,  initead  of 
the  author,  and  would  alfo  be  the  molt  effectual  mode  o;  mak- 
ing or  flattening  revolutions. 

u  On  all  cafes  that  apply  univerfally  to  a  nation,  with  refpsct 
to  fyftems  of  government,  a  jury  of  twelve  men  is  not  compe- 
tent to  decide.  Where  there  are  no  witneffes  to  be  examined^ 
no  facts  to  be  proved,  and  where  the  whole  matter  is  before  the 
whole  public,  and  the  merits  or  demerits  of  it  retting  on  their 
opinion  ;  and  where  there  is  nothing  to  be  known  in  a  court,  but 
what  every  body  knows-  out  of  it,  every  twelve  men  is  equally 
as  good  a  jury  as  the  other,  and  would  molt  probably  reverie 

L 1  2       ,  each 
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each  other's  verdict;  or  from  the  variety  of  their  opinions,  riot 
be  able  to  form  one.  It  is  one  cafe,  whether  a  nation  approve 
a  work,  or.  plan;  but  is  quite  another  cafe,  whether  it  will 
commit  to  any  fuch  jury  the  power  of  determining  whether  that 
nation  have  a  right  to,  or  it  all  reform  its  government,  or  not. 
I  mention  thofe  cafes,  that  Mr.  Burke  may  fee  I  have  not  writ- 
ten on  government  without  reflecting  on  what  is  law,  as  well  as 
on  what  are  rights  — 1  he  only  effectual  jury  in  fuch  cafes  would 
be,  a.  convention  of  the  whole  nation  fairly  elected  ;  for  in  all 
fjch  cafes  the  whole  nation  is  the  vicinage  H  Mr.  Burke  will 
p'ropofe  fuch  a  jury,  I  will  wave  all  privileges  of  being  the  citizen 
of  an)  other  country,  and,  defending  its  principles,  abide  the 
ifiiie,  provided  he  will  do  the  fame  ;  for  my  opinion  is,  that  his 
work  and  his  principles  would  be  condemned  inllead  of  mine. 

"  As  to  the  prejudices  which  men  have  from  education  ai  d 
habit,  in  favour  of  any  particular  form  or  fyftem  or  government, 
thofe  prejudices  have  yet  to  ft  and  the  tell  of  reafon  and  reflection. 
In  hici',  fuch  prejudices  are  nothing.  No  man  is  prejudiced  in 
f.tvour  of  a  thing,  knowing  it  to  be  wrong.  He  is  attached  to 
it  on  the  belief  of  its  being  right;  and  when  he  fees  it  is  not  fo, 
the  prejudice  will  be  gone.  We  have  but  a  defective  idea  of 
what  prejudice  is.  It  might  be  faid,  that  until  men  think  for 
themfelves  the  whole  is  prejudice,  and  not  opinion;  for  that  only 
is  opinion  which  is  the  remit  of  reafon  and  reflection.  I  offer 
this  t*emarkj  that  Mr.  Burke  may  not  confide  too  much  in  what 
has  oeeri  the  cuftofnary  prejudices  of  the  country. 

"  i  do  not  believe  that  the  people  of  England  have  ever  been 
fairly  and  candidly  dealt  by.  They  have  been  irr  pofed  upon  by 
parties  and  by  men  afluming  the  character  of  leaders.  It  is 
time  that  the  nation  ifiouid  rife  above  thofe  trifles.  It  is  time  to 
difmifs  that  inattention  which  has  fo  long  been  the  encouraging 
caufe  of  ftretching  taxation  to  excefs.  It  is  time  to  difmiis  ail 
thofe  longs  and  toads  which  are  calculated  to  enflave,  and  ope- 
rate to  (uffecate  refleCiton.  On  all  fuch  fubjedhs  men  have  but 
to  think,  arid  they  will  neither  ac/r.  wrong  nor  be  milled.  To 
fay  that  any  people  are  not  fit  for  freedom,  is  to  make  poverty 
their  choice,  and  to  fay  tfte\  had  rather  be  loaded  with  taxes 
than.net.  if  fuch  a  cafe  could  be  proved,  it  would  equally 
prove,  that  thofe  who  govern  are  not  fit  to  govern  them,  i'or 
they  are  a  part  of  the  fame  national  mafs, 

"  but  admitting  go\  ernments  to  be  changed  all  over  Europe  ; 
jt  certainly  may  be  done  without  convulfion  or  revenge,  it  is 
r,o'  worth  making  changes  or  revolutions,  unlels^it  be  for  fome 
creat  national  benefit;  and  when  this  fhall  appear  to  a  nation^ 
|,,c   danger   will   be,  as  in   America  and  Fiance,  to  thofe  who 

..pole  ;  and  with  rhis  reflection  I  clofe  my  Preface. 

i  London,  Feb.  9,  1792.  Thomas  Paine." 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Qarrow.  I   beg  your   Lordfnip's  pardon,  I  miffed  fome 
i  chat  I  Meant  to  have  read. 

(  Rea4  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  ) 

(Page  61.)  "The  fraud,  hypocrify  ar.d  impofirion  of  go- 
vernments are  beginning  to  be  too  well  underifood,  to  pronaife 
them  any  long  career;  the  farce  of  monarchy  and  ariftocracv- 
jri  a!!  countries,  is  following  that  of  chivalry,  and  !VIr.  Burke 
■effing  for  the  funeral.  Let  it  then  pafs  quietly  to  the  tomb 
of  all  other  follies,  and  the  mourners  be  comforted,  the  time  is 
net  very  diftant,  when  England  will  laugh  at  itfelf  for  fending 
to  Holland,  BanOver,  Zell  or  Branfwiek  for  men,  at  the  expence 
of  a  million  a  year,  who  underftood  neither  her  laws,  her  lan- 
guage, nor  her  intereft,  and  whole  capacities  would  fcarcely 
have  fitted  them  for  the  office  of  a  pariih  cooftable,  if  govern- 
ment could  be  t;  ufted  to  fuch  hand?,  it  mull  be  lome  fimple  and 
cafy  thing  indeed,  and  materials  for  all  the  purpofes,  may  be 
found  in  every  town  and  village  in  ;-  ngland. 

"  When  it  (hail  be  faid  in  any  country  in  the  world  my  poor 
are  happy,  neither  ignorance  nor  diftrefs  is  to  be  found  among 
them,  my  jails  are  empty  of  pnfoners,  my  ftreets  of  beggars,  the 
aged  are  not  in  want,  the  taxes  are  not  oppreflive,  the  rational 
world  is  my  friend,  beeaufe  I  am  the  friend  of  its  happinefs, 
when  thefe  things  can  be  faid,  then  may  that  country  boaft  its 
eonftitution  and  its  government. 

u  With  in  the  fpaceof  a  few  years,  we  have  feen  two  revolutions, 
thofe  of  America  and  France,  in  the  former  the  conteft  was 
long  and  the  conflict  fevere,  in  the  latter,  the  nation  acted  with 
fuch  a  confolidated  impulfe,  that  having  no  foreign  enemy  to  con- 
tend with,  the  revolution  was  complete  in  power  th°  moment  it 
appeared.  From  boih  thefe  inicances,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
left  forces  that  can  be  brought  in  the  field  of  revolutions 
are  reafon  and  common  intereft,  where  (hefe  can  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  acting,  oppofition  dies  with  fear,  or  crumbles  away  by 
conviction,  it  is  a  great  (landing  which  they  have  now  univer- 
sally obtained;  and  .we  may  hereafter  hope  to  fee  revolutions, 
or  changes  in  governments,  produced  with  the  fan-.e  quiet  oper- 
ation, by  which  any  meafure  determinable  by  reafon  and  dilcuf- 
fion  is  accomplifhed. 

"  When  a  nation  changes  its  opinions  and  habits  of  thinkino:, 
it  is  no  longer  to  be  governed  as  before,  but  it  would  net  only 
be  wrong,  but  bad  policy  to  attempt  by  force  what  ought  to  be 
accomplished  by  reafon.  Rebellion  confifts  in  forcibly  oppofina; 
the  general  will  of  a  nation,  whether  by  a  party  or  by  a  govern- 
ment. There  ought  therefore  to  be  in  every  nation,  a  method 
pf  occasionally  aicertaining  the  {fate  of  public  opinion  with  ce(- 
p.-cf.  to  government,     On  this   point  the  old  government  of 

France, 
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nee,  was  fuperior  to  the  prefent  government  of  England,  be- 
caufe  on  extraordinary  occafions,  recourfe  could  be  had  to  what 
was  then  called  the  States  General,  but  in  England  there  are  no 
h  occafionai  bodies,  and  as  to  thole  who  are  now  called  re- 
prefentatives,  agreat  part  of  themare  mere  machines  of  the  Court, 
placemen  and  dependents. 

-  {Pa^e  rjo,  the  fame  edition)  tc  I  know  it  is  the  opinion  of  many 
of  th<*  moli:  enlightened  characters  in  France,  (there  alwaysovill 
be  thefe  who  wi!i  fee  farther  into  events  than  others)  not  only 
among  the  general  mafs  of  citizens,  but  of  many  of  the  principal 
members  of  the  former  national  aflembly,  that  the  monarcbial 
plan  will  not  continue  many  years  in  that  country,  they  have 
"found  out  that  wifdom  cannot  be  made  hereditary,  power  ought 
not,  and  that  for  a  man  to  merit  a  million  fterling  a  year,  fro;n 
a  nation  he  ought  to  have  a  mind  capable  of  comprehending,  from 
an  atom  to  a  univerfe,  which  if  he  had,  he  would  be  above  re- 
ceiving the  pay.  But  they  wifhed  not  to  appear  to  lead  the  na- 
tion farther  than  its  own  feafon  and  intereft  dictated.  In  all  the 
eonverfations  where  I  have  been  prefent  on  the  fubiecl,  the  idea 
always  was,  that  when  fuch  a  time,  from  the  general  opinion  of 
the  nation,  fhall  arrive,  that  the  honourable  and  liberal  method 
would  be,  to  make  a  handfome  prefent  in  fee  fimple,  to  the  per- 
fon,  whoever  he  may  be,  that  fhall  then  tie  in  the  monarchial 
office,  and  fur  him  to  retire  to  the  enjoyment  of  private  life, 
peiTemnghis  mare  of  general  right  and  privileges,  and  to  be  no 
more  accountable  to  the  public  for  his  time  and  his  conduct 
than  any  ot.  er  citizen." 

Mr.  Garrow.  I  will  not  trouble  your  Lord/hip  with  any 
more  paffages  from  Mr.  Paine  ;  I  will  now  produce  in  evidence 
to  your  Lordihip  the  next  pailage,  in  order  to  that  which  was  read 
before,  from  the  minutes  of  theConftitutional  society.  I  believe 
the  la  ft  pailage  that  your  Lordfhip  tonic  a  note  of  was  the 
28th  of  September.  I  believe  there  has  been  nothing  read  ftnee 
that,  your  Lordihip  will  be  pJeafed  to  fee  if  I  am  correct. 
[Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court) 

K  October  5th,  1792.  At  a  meeting  of  the  fociety  met  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern  in  the  Strand,  Ml"'.  J.  H.  Tooke, 
IVlr.Sharpe,.  Mr.  S torch,  Mr.  Maxwell,  Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  J. 
Martin.,  Mr.  Symonds,  Mr.  Joyce,  Mr.  Cbapwell,  Mr.  Wal- 
pcle,  Mr.  Berry  marf,  Mr.  Kich,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  J.Adams, 
Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Sinclair. 

"  Ordered,  that  the  letter  from  the  Coirefponding  Society, 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  laft  meeting,  together  with  the 
lefo'micn  of  th^;  Society  thereon,  be  publifhed  in  the  news- 
papers. 

«'  Read 
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(s  Read  Mr.  Barlow's  Letter  to  the  National  Convention  of 
France,    on  '.he  defects  of   the  constitution  of  1791,  and  the 
extent  of  the-  amendment  which  ought  to  be  applied. 
"  Gentlemen, 

<c  I  have  juit  publiihed  a  fmali  treatffe  in  a  letter  to  the  Na- 
tional Convention,  on  the  defeats  of  the  conftitution  in  1791, 
and  the  extents  of  the  amendment  which  ought  to  be  applied. 
Although  the  oblervations  contained  in  this  are  more  particularly 
to  be  applied  to  the  French  nation.  Yet,  as  the  true  principles  of 
government  are  the  fame  in  all  countries,  which  are  founded  on 
the  Rights  of  Man,  I  therefore  prefent  a  copy  ditto  you,  with 
the  fame  confidence  that  I  have  done  to  the  National  Conven- 
tion; a  confidence  arifing  from  a  fullnefs  of  conviction  that  the 
work  is  founded  on  truth  and  reafon;  for  if  they  feem  not  fo  im- 
mediately reducible  to  pr;  ctice  in  the  government  of  this 
country,  as  in  that  of  France,  yet  their  examination  of  them 
cannot  be  unfeafonable  to  any  nation.  A  great  revolution  is 
undoubtedly  to  be  expected  in  all  Europe,  &c." 

"  At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  in  the  Strand, 
on  the  1 2th  of  October,  prefent,  Mr  Bufh  in  the  chair, 
read  Mr.  Barlow's  Letter  to  the  N  ational  Convention  of  France, 
on  the'  defects  of  the  conftitution  of  1791,  and  the  extent  of 
the  amendment  which  ought  to  be  applied, 

"  Refolved,  That,  Mr.  Sturchbe   required  to  draw  up  an 
fwer  to  the  Letter  of  Mr.  Barlow,  read  at  the  laft  meeting,  ex- 
prefling  how  much  pride  the  Society  feel  at  having  elected  him 
an  honorary  member." 

Joseph  Johnson  fworn*. 

£K  I  believe  you  are  a  bookfeiler  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard  : 

A.  Yes,  I  am. 

&K  Be  fo  good  to  look  at  that  book  in  your  hand,  and  tell 
me  whether  you  publiihed  it  ■? 

A.  i  cannot  anfwer  that. 

j^.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Barlow? 

A.  1  do.' 

Q.  I  am  not  afking  you  at  prefent  whether  this  is  a  piece  of 
paper  come  out  of  your  lhcp  :  have  the  goodnefs  to  attend  to 
the  queltion,  you  know  Mr.  Barlow  you  fay  ? 

A.  ido. 

4>.  Did  you  at  anv  time  publifh  a  work  with  the  title  of  the 
fame  work  that  you  have  in  your  hand  ? 

A.  I  did. 

&K  Did  you  receive  from  him  what  the  printers  call  the  copy 
or  manufenpt  ? 

A.  He  gave  it  to  me,  or  the  printer,  I  do  not  know  which. 

^.  Who 
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J9.  Who  paid  for  it  ? 

A.  The  fale  paid  for  it. 

j^..Can  you  tell  whether  that  was  publifhed  by  you  : 

A.  I  believe  it  to  be  lo  :   I  published  a  great  many. 

j^.   Have  you  any  doubt  r 

A.  I  cannot  fay  I  have  any  doubt. 

Q.  You  publiih  a  good  deal,  Mr.  Johr.fon,  and  do  not  always 
recollect  the  contents.     Did  you  publiih  tbe  f. iehts  of  Alan  ? 

A   No. 

J$K  Did  you  fell  any  ? 

A.   Yes. 

j^.  How  many  do  you  think  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell. 

£K   About  how  many  thoufands  do  you  think  : 

A.  I  cannot  tell. 

j^.    Did  you  fell  many  or  few  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  what  you  mean  by  many. 

Q.  Did  you  fell  fome  dozens  ? 

A.  Certainly  I  did  ;  when  I  publifned  that  book  it  was  not- 
fuppcfrd  a  libel. — Afterwards  it  was  proved  to  be  one. — I  ask. 
the  Court  whether  1    am   to  anfwer  that  queltion  or  no  ? 

Court.   You  ought  not  to  be  prefTed  on  that  question. 

Mr.  G arrow.  Do  you  know  whether  the  book  called  the 
Rights  of  Man  had  a  large  fale  or  no  ? 

A.  I  can  fay  that  1  think  that  the  fale  was  large. 

j^.  Do  you  recollect  receiving  any  number  of  copies  of  a 
publication  of  a  Letter  of  Mr.  Paine  to  Mr.  Dundas — do  you 
know  whether  any  certain  number  of  that  publication  was  fent 
to  you  by  any  body,  feven  hundred,  for  inltance  ?  I'll  ailift  your 
memoiy. 

A.  1  think  there  were  fome  fent  to  me  to  be  forwarded  in  the 
country  ;  a  parcel  fent  to  be  conveyed  in  a  coach. 

i^.  Do  you  know  by  whole  order,  or  where  they  came 
from  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

j^.  What  quantity  might  be  fold  of  Joel.  Barlow's  Letter  ? 

Ji.   Perhaps  five  or  fix  hundred,  1  believe  not  more. 

{Mr.  Attorney  General  to  tbe  Clerk  of  the  Court.)  Read  thofe 
paflages  that  are  marked 

(The  Clerk  reads.) 
"  A  Letter  to  the  National  Convention  of  France  on  the  De- 
fects  of   trie   Constitution  of  1791,  and   the   Extent  of  the 

Amendment   which  ought  to   be  applied.      By   Joel   Bar* 

low,  &cc. 

"  Gentlemen 
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•*  Gentlemen7, 

"  The  time  is  at  lait  arrived  when  the  people  of  France,  by 
ireforting  to  tneir  own  proper  liberty,  feel  themfelves  at  liberty 
to  exercife  their  unbiafled  reafon,  to  eftablifh  an  equal  govern- 
d,  therefore,  with  all  that  is  pafr,  it  is  perhaps 
the.  moft  interefting  portion  of  time,  the  mo  ft  important  pe 
that  Europe  hath  hitherto  feen.  Under  this  impreffion,  and  with 
the  deeped  kn(e  of  the  magnitude  of  the  fubjecl:  which  engages 
your  attention,  I  take  the  f  ojFering  you  a  few  obfer- 

vatjons  on  the  bufinefs  that  lies  before  you.  Could  i  fuppbfe 
that  an  apology  was  heceffary,  I  would  make  none;  myhappinefs 
will  be  feriouily  affe<9ted  by  your  deliberations,  and  in  them  I 
have  an  intereft  which  nothing  can  deftroy.  I  conliderall  man- 
kind as  forming  but  one  great  family,  and  therefore  am  bound 
to  make  each  one's  happinefs  as  part  of  my  own.  You  have 
itepped  forward  with  gigantic -ftrjde,  ckc. 

"  I  believe  no  man  cherifhes  a  greater  veneration  than  I  have 
uniformly  done  for  the  National  Convention,  which  framed 
that  conftitutioh,  which  I  now  prefume  you  are  conftituted  to 
revife, 

"  The  numerous  heap  of  abufes  they  had  to  overturn,  the 
prejudices  they  had  to  contend  with,  as  well  in  their  own  minds 
as  in  all  Europe. 

"  But  the  legacy  which  they  had  left  to  that  country  in  their 
deliberate  capacity  will  remain  a  hilling  monument  to  their 
praife. 

"  The  great  leading  principle  on  which  their  conftitution 
was  meant  to  be  founded,  on  the  equality  of  rights;  this  prin- 
ciple being  laid  down  :vith  fuch  clearnefs,  andafferted  with  fuch 
dignity  in  the  beginning  of  the  code,  &c. 

"  Although  many  of  my  ideas  may  be  perfectly  fuperfluous, 
feeing  the  fame  that  will  occur  to  every  member  of  your  body, 
yet  they  will  probably  ftrike  the  mind  in  a  different  kind  of 
light. 

,"  On  confidering  thefubjecl  of  governments,  when  the  mind 
is  once  let  loofe  from  the  (hackles  of  royalty,  it  finds  itfelf  in  a 
new  world ;  human  nature  aflumes  a  new  ar.d  more  elevated 
fhape,  and  difplays  mail's  real  features,  which,  from  having  been 
always  difguiled,  were  not  known  to  exilr. 

"  After  profcribing  royalty  with  all  its  appendages,  it  will 
not  be  thought  'necefiary  in  France  tofupport  any  other  error. 

"  In  this  cafe  you  will  fee  that  it  is  no  longer  necefiary  to 
maintain  a  national  church  ;  it  is  one  of  thofe  monarchical  ideas 
which  bears  the  wretched  compliment  of  fuppofing  that  we  are, 
not  capable  of  ufing  our  own  reafon. 

M  ra  "  Neither 
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"  Neither  is  it  true  that  the  preference  to  one  mode  of 
worfhip,  by  the  payment  of  Catholic  priefts  to  the  exclufion  of 
others,  was  founded  on  the  idea  of  juftice  and  propriety. 

"  The  church,  in  a  word,  is  only  a  mode  of  worfhip,  and  to 
think  that  a  mode  can  be  a  proprietor  of  lands  I  have  yet  to  learn. 
But  as  the  fabric  is  now  rentj  the  prop  may  be  taken  away,  and 
1  am  confident  that  monarchy  and  hierarchy  are  to  be  both  taken 
away,  and  will  not  live  out  the  prefent  year." 

3.   (To  Mr.  Lauzun — a  paper  pewn  him.)  Look  at  this  let- 
ter, and  tells  us  whether  you  found  it  at  Mr.  Hardy's  ?    A  Let- 
ter of  Joel  Barlow  to  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 
•   4.  Yes. 

{Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

cc  London,  Qe"l.  6,   1792.     Signed,   Joel  Barlow,  addrelTed  to 

the  London  Correfponding  Society,    to  the  care  of  Mr. 

Thomas  Hardy,  No.  9,  !  lccadilly,    in  which  was  inclofed 

Mr.  Barlow's  letter  to  the  National  Convention  of  France, 

and  his  pamphlet,  entitled,"Advice  to  the  Privileged  Orders." 

j^.    (To  Mr.  yohnjon)    You   have  given  us  an  account   of 

«n  addrefs  to  the  Convention  ;    tell  us  who  was  the  author  of 

this  pamphlet ;    it     appears    to  be   publifhed  by    you  called, 

"  Advice  to  the  Privileged  Orders  f" 

A.    I   publifhed   a  pamphlet  with  that  title,    for  Mr.  Joel 
Barlow,  and  I  believe  this  is  it. 

Q.   Can  you  tell  whether  he  was  the  fole  author,  or  any 
body  elfe  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell ;  I  fancy  he  was  the  fole  author. 
^.  Was  it  a  large  fale  ? 

A.  Not  very  large  ;  not  many  more  than  a  thoufand. 
£K  That  is  the  third  edition  ;  perhaps  you  mean  a  thoufand 
of  each  edition  ? 

A.    No  ;  three  editions,  five  hundred  of  each  edition  ;  twer 
editions  fold,  and  a  great  number  of  the  third  edition  left. 
( The  Clerk  reads  from  page  17.) 
11  Mr.  Burke,  however,  in  his  defence  of  royalty,  does  not 
rely  on  the  argument  of  the  compact,  whether  it  be,  that  he  is 
confeious  of  its  futility,  or,  in  his  rage,  he  forgot  to  ufe  it,  &c  " 
Mr.  Garrow  (To  jobnfon).     When  was  this  firft  publifhed, 
before  the  death  of  the  late  King  of  France,  or  not  ? 
A.  I  am  not  certain. 
S$j  What  is  the  date  on  the  title  page  ? 
A.   1793. 

1Q.    This  is  the  third  edition.     Have  you  no  recollecYicfr 
whether  it  was  publifhed  before  or  after  that  event  r 

A.    I  have  no  recollection  ;   I  think  it  was  publiihed  in  the 
year  1791. 

Mr.  Garrow 
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Mr.  Garrow  [To  Mr.  Johnfon).  This  is  a  letter  to  the 
addre/Iers.  Mr.  Johnfon,  do  you  know  whether  any  book  of 
that  fort  was  published  by  Thomas  Paine  ? 

A.    Certainly  there  was.    . 

Q.  'Co  you  believe  that  to  be  one  of  the  copies  that  was  fo 
published  -  Perhaps  you  will  know  it  better  by  comparing  it 
with  the  cheap  edition  (Shews  him  one).  Do  you  believe  the  large 
edition  to  bethat  that  was  publiflied  by  Mr.  Paine  I 

A.  J  believe  it  is. 

J9.  Do  you  know  how  foon  after  the  firft  edition  was  pub- 
liuVd  the  cheap  edition  Came  out  ?  Have  you  feen  any  of  the 
cheap  editions  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have)  it  was  publifhed  after  the  large  edition, 
but  I  cannot  fay  what  time. 

J^.  You  have  already  "faid  (and  I  am  very  glad  the  Court 
defired  you  to  fpeak  out).  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  one  of 
the  larger  copies  published  by  Mr.  Paine  ? — You  are  looking  at 
it  ;  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  one,  or  hive  you  any  doubt  on  the 
fubjedl  .-1 

A.  A  printer  may  print  a  great  many  of  them. 

4>.  Do  you  believe  it  to  be  printed  by  a  printer,  making  a 
fac  fimile,  or  do  you  believe  it  to  be  printed  by  Mr.  Paine  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fpeak  one  way  or  the  other. 

£).  Who  does  that  appear  to  be  publifhed  by,  on  the  title  page  ? 

A.  Symonds. 

j^.  Had  you  any  communications  With  the  other  psrfons' 
named  as  the  publishers,  Clio  Rickman  ? 

A.  I  can  hardly  fay. 

i-^.  Had  you  any  communication  with  the  author  concerning 
any  edition  of  the  Addrefs  to  the  Addreflers  ? 

A.  ( 1  beg  leave  to  addrefs  the  Court)  :  This  has  fince  the 
publication,  been  found  a  libel ;  the  author  printed  it  to  the  belt 
of  my  knowledge  when  I  was  in  the  country  ;  I  was  at  Margate 
when  he  printed  that  pamphlet. 

Court.  Hitherto,  I  have  not  feen  any  grounds  for  afking 
about  this  book. 

Mr.  Attorney -General.  I  believe  it  will  be  more  in  order  if 
Mr.  Johnfon  waits  a  bit. 

Mr.  Garrow.  He  had  afked  to  be  difmifTed,  and  that  made 
me  take  the  opportunity  of  asking  him  tnis  queftion  again, 
when  he  may  have  refreibed  his  memory. 

I  now  go  on  with  the  remainder  of  the  minutes  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Societies,  were  I  flopped  at,  in  order  to  read  Mr. 
Barlow's  book,  beginning  with  the  minute  of  the  12th  of 
October. 

M  m  2  \Tbt 
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(The  Clerk  reads. ~) 

c'  Read  a  letter  from  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
with  an  inelofed  addrefs  to  the  National  Convention  of  France! 

"  Refolved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  fociety  be  given  to  the 
London  Correfponding  Society,  for  the  above  addrefs  tranfmitted 
by  them,  and  that  the  Secretary  acquaint  them,  this  fociety  do 
highly  approve  of  the  fpirit  of  the  fame. 

"  Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  tianfmit  a  copy 
of  the  Argus  of  to-morrow,  to  each  of  the  members  of  this 
fociety." 

Mr.  G arrow  (To  the  Court).  I  have  an  Argus  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,  but  I  cannot  prove  it  to  be  bought  at  the  office, 
becaufe  the  pcrfon  is  dead  that  bought  it,  and  fo  I  don't  know 
whether  your  Lordfhip  will  permit  me  to  produce  it  in  evidence. 

Lord  Prcfidcv.t.    No,  1  cannot. 

The  anfwer  to  Joel  Barlow  was  then  read,  in  which  he 
fays,  that  "  without  a  representation  of  the  people,  frequently 
renewed,  there  can  be  no  fecurity  for  that  _perLna]  liberty 
which  we  mould  enjoy,  nor  any  rational  hope  that  government 
would  be  employed  to  its  proper  olject,  the  happinefs  of  man  ,-, 
and  not  the  mi  ichment  or  the  few." 

Mr.  Gibbs.  You  have  not  read  who  was  prefent  at  that  Lift 
meeting. 

(Reads).  "  At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor- 
Tavern  in  the  Strand,  Friday,  Oclober  19,  1792,  prefent,  IV]  r. 
J.  H.  Tcoke  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Sturch,  Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, Mr.  Merrv-  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Parfons,  Mr.  Hannifley, 
Mr.  Sharp,  Mr.'Brookfbank,  Mr.  Walfh,  Mr.  Banks, .  Mr. 
Boriney,  Mr.  Peacock,  Mr.  Walford,  Mr.  Chetwind,  Mr. 
Joyce,  Mr.  Ferryman,  Mr.  Rickman,  Lord  Edward  Fitzge- 
rald, and  Mr.  Sinclair. 

"  Air.  Sturch  produced  and  read  to  the  fociety,  the  following 
anfwer  he  had  prepared  to  Mr.  Joel  Barlow,  and,  which  with  his 
letter,  was  ordered  to  be  publifhed. 

"  A  cofnmittee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  delegates  of  the 
London  Cent ipr.ndiiig  Society,  on  an  addrefs  to  the  National 
Convention  of  France. 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  fociety,  held  Oct.  26,  1792,  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor- Tavern  in  the  Strand,  prefent,  Mr.  John 
Fr'oft  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Holcroft,  Mr.  Peacock,  Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Hull,  Mr.  Walford,  Dr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Sharp,  Mr.  Bank?, 
Mr.  Balmanoi  Dr,  Maxwell,  Mr.  John  Martin,  Mr.  Sinclair, 
Mr.  Sturch,  Mr.  fovce,  Mr.  Colonel  Keating,  Mr.  Parfons 
Mr.  Bonney,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  f .  H.  Tocke,  Mr.  Brook- 
bank,  Mr.  Dowrrer,  Mr.  Sutton,  Mr.  Bailey,  Mr.  Morden, 
.  .Callow,  Mr.  Satchell,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Richter,  "and 

Mr.  GeddeSj 
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Mr.  Geddes;  the  Secretary  read  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  laft  meeting.  . 

"  Refolved,  1  ft,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the  purpofe  of  the  addrefs  drawn  up  by  the  London  Correfpon- 
ding Society,  will  be  much  better  anfwered  by  feparate  addreffes 
from  the  different  Societies,  than  by  one  joint  addrefs. 

"  2d,  That  the  committee  for  that  reafon,  do  not  recommend 
a  concurrence  with  the  London  Corresponding  Society,  in  the 
prefentation  of  a  joint  addrefs. 

"  3d,  That  the  committee  warmly  approving  the  principles 
fpirit  of  the  addrefs  from  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
recommend  the  fociety  to  follow  fo  laudable  an  example. 

"  4th,  That  it  is  theopinion  of  this  committee,  thatthe  thanks 
of  the  fociety  are  due  to  the  gentlemen  delegates  from  the  London 
Correfponding  Society,  for  their  punctual  attendance,  and  for  the 
able  and  candid  manner  in  which  they  aflifted  in  difcuiling  the 
fiibieCL  of  the  conference. 

"  Read  a  letter,  with  its  enclofure,  from  the  Editor  of  the 
Patriot  at  Sheffield. 

"  The  letter  itfelf  complains  of  the  Conftitutional  Society, 
for  not  anfwering  a  former  letter,  and  enclofes  a  letter  from  the 
Editor  to  a  fociety  at  Stockport,  which  fociety  the  write  rrecom- 
rnendstothe  attention  and  protection  of  the  Conftitutional  So- 
ciety.   .The  following  are  extracts  from  the  inclofure. 

"  It  only  remains  then  for  us,  feeing  the  great  and  innumerable 
difficulties  we  have  to  encounter,  to  call  about  forthe  moft  likely 
and  proper  means  and  weapons  by  which  to  defend  ourfelves,  and 
to  forward  and  fupport  fuch  meafures  as  it  may  be  neceflary  to 
purfue;  and  on  this  head,  my  good  Sir,  permit  me  to  imprefs  it 
on  the  minds  of  your  fociety,  that  reafon,  imperial  reafon,  muft 
ever  be  our  generaliffimo  or  commander  in  chief;  when  I  fay 
this,  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  art  muft  be  fecond  in  command. 
By  the  word  ll  art,"  I  do  not  mean  low  craft  or  cunning,  but 
that  mode  of  application  of  our  reafon  and  arguments  on  dif- 
ferent men  and  on  different  occafions,  which  only  a  confiderable 
degree  of  ftudy,  and  practical  knowledge  alfo  of  men  and  man- 
ners, can  ever  furniih  us  with,  fo  as  to  make  us  proficients. 

"  Allow  me  then  to  obferve  to  you,  Sir,  "that  1  perfectly  co- 
incide with  you  in  opinion  with  regard  to  the  different  focieties 
appointing  delegates  to  go  into  the  different  villages  and  coun- 
try places  for  the  purpofe  of  informing  their  minds,  and  roufing 
them  from  the  lethargy  in  which  they  fecm  plunged.  I  have 
already  communicated  the  fame  idea  to  the  London  Conftitutional 
and  Correiponding  Societies,  and  to  thofe  of  Norwich  and 
Manchcfter,  and  1  hope  it  will  foon  be  univerfally  adopted  by 
every  one.     But  the  grand  object  to  be  attended  to  on  this  head, 

is 
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is  the  choice  of  men  to  be  appointed  :  a  neglect  of  tin's  kind 
had  like  to  have  had  very  aukward  confequences  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, arid  if  not  immediately  checked,  would  have  injured 
the  caufe  of  freedom  very  greatly  :  infinite  care  and  circum- 
ipeCtion  will  therefore  be  neceffary  on  this  head. 

"  As  I  am  on  the  fubjeel,  permit  me  to  lugged  to  thofe 
members  of  your  focicty,  who  may  undertake  this  arduous,  but 
honourable  and  praife-vvorthy  task,  that  they  cannot  be  too 
cautious  in  their  mode  of  proceeding.  The  minds  of  men, 
for  the  wifefb  and  belt,  purpoies,  are  formed  by  the  Great  Cre- 
ator, as  various  and  unlike  each  other  as_  their  faces,  and  their 
paffions  reign  over  each  with  the  fame  uncertain  and  variegated 
jway  ;  and  in  the  fame  manner  that  Sir  Robert  Walpole  (one  of 
the  elders  and  fathers  of  corruption)  very  juitly  obferved,  that 
every  man  has  his  price  in  the  way  of  being  bought ;  io  we 
may  fairly  apply  the  iame  maxim  to  mankind  in  general  in  the 
article  of  perfuafion,  and  the  dexterous  method  of  bringing 
them  from  wrong  opinions  they  may  have  formed,  or  prejudices 
they  may  have  imbibed,  by  an  attentive  obfervatioh  of  their  in- 
tellectual faculties,  and  that  leading  pafiion  of  the  foul  which 
governs  the  main  fpring  of  their  moll  material  aciions. 

"  For  example,  the  generality  of  farmers  in  this  county  and 
Lancafhire,  are  as  ignorant  as  the  brutes  they  ride  to  market, 
and  fo  abforbed  in  the  fordid  idea  of  getting,  that  provided  they 
can  keep  up  the  prices  of  grain,  cattle,  &c.  fo  as  to  anfwer  their 
landlords,  and  pay  their  taxes,  however  enormous,  they  are  too 
Dilggiih  and  indolent  to  think  about  reforms,  or  any  thing  of 
the  kind;  yet  there  is  one  firing  about  their  hearts,  which,  being 
•.kill ully  touched,  will  make  them  dance  to  any  tune,  and  move 
to  any  meafure.  This  is  the  fubjeit  of  tytbes-,  and  why  does  it 
touch  them  ■  Why,  Sir,  becaufe  it  is  within  the  fcope  of  their 
city,  ignorant  as  they  are  in  other  matters,  they  fee 
pungentlv  feel  the  weight  of  this  baneful  and  unjuft  de- 
•.  ourer  of  all  their  improvements  in  agriculture  and  hufbandry  ; 
,  1  believe,  did  every  tax  operate  in  the  fame  vilible  degree 
which  tins  impofition  doe?,  I  fear  there  would  be  an  end  to  the 
idea  of  taxation  being  fubmitted  to  at  all.  Indeed,  as  taxes  are 
laid  on  at  prcient  by  thofe  who  do  not  reprefent  us,  the  taxation 
is  neither  more  nor  lets  than  robbery,  a  fubmifiicn  to  it,  flavery. 

11  But  to  return  to  my  fubjeel::  /;/  the  fame  manner  that  a 
farmer  may.be  roufed  by  the  vuntion  of tytbes,  the  fimmakers  ?nay 
irnrfs  cf  leather,  the  inn-keeper  by  the  numerous 
and.  army,   and  ALL   by   a  temperate  and  dif- 

mnenfe  number  of  Jinecure  places  and  &fe~ 
.  in  which  the  corrupt  and  proftitute  favourites,  agents 
and  dependants  of  the  rich  and  great,  riot  in  the  fpoils  and  plun- 
der 
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der,  wrefted  from  the  fweat  of  the  brow,  and  cor'" nu 
of  body,  of  the   hu  in,  the  mechanic,  the  la  and 

the  artificer,  it  is  by  no  means  a  difficult  matter  to  raife  ge- 
neral indignation  at  the  idea  of  fo  fmall  a  comparative  number 
of  ufclels,  idle,  and  profligate  drones,  fucking  and  fquandering 
away  the  honey  produced  by  fuch  immenfe  numbers  of  hard- 
toiling  and  induftrii  us  tees,  If  you  (for  I  am  certain  you  will 
be  one  of  the  moft  active  of  thefe  delegates)  meet  with  mere 
•who  have  violent  prejudices  in  favour  of  any  aiufe  or  party, 
never  attack  thofe  prejudices  direflly,  for  that  will  only  inflame 
and  confirm  them  the  more;  pafs  them  over  for  the  prefent, 
and  engage  their  attention  towards  fomething  elfe,  in  which 
they  will  liiten  with  a  lefs  degree  of  apprehenfion  of  being  at- 
tacked in  a  favourite  point ;  once  gain  their  good  opinion,  and 
open  their  eyes  to  one  evil,  they  will  be  more  ready  to  hear 
you  on  others,  till  at  laft  the  favoured  object  by  which  their 
eyes  were  jaundiced,  will  appear  in  its  true  colours,  and  fall 
before  your  arguments  like  air  the  reft. 

<c  There  is  one  thing  above   all   others  which  requires  to  be 
particularly  attended  to,  and  that  is,  to  endeavour  to  undeceive 
the  mafs  of  people  with  refpect  to  thofe  falfhoods  which  have 
been  induitrioufly  propagated  by  the  enemies  to  a  reform,    in 
jider  to  blind,  delude,  and  terrify  all  ranks  of  people  who' are 
any  way  independent,   or  poffeffed  of  property.     One  of  thefe 
falfehoods  is,  "that  the  advocates  pi'  reform"  wifh  to  intra 
a  levelling  fcheme,  or  an  equal  partition  of  property."     This 
alarms  the  farmers,  and  indeed  all  claifes  of  men,  who  by  their 
induftry,  or   other  adventitious  cireumftances,    are  poffeffed  of 
the  goods  of  this  world.     So  many  vile  minifterial  prints  as 
have  propagated  this  doctrine,  aided  and  ailifted  by  th 
reprefentation^,  or  rather  mifreprefentations,  of  the  cle 
other  tools  of  government,  and  of  privileged  orders,  have  had  a 
very  wonderful  and  baneful  effect  on  the  multitu     ,  and  have 
ifamped  a  dread  of  reform  on  the  minds  of  many  that  i  ki 
whofe  fituations  in  life  would  induce  one  reasonably  to  fuptpofe 
it  impoffible  fo  completely  to  rmpofe  upon  them  ;    however,    it 
always  has   been  the  cafe,    that  falfehoods   boldly  utt 
prevail  for  a  time,    but  muff,  be  overwhelmed  in  the  end  by  the 
■  bright  and  facred  energies  of  truth. 

u  To  explain  this  matter,  and  many  others,  properly,  will 
require  great  coolneis,  moderation,  and  patience.  (  have  found 
the  following  method  anfwer  beff :  K  Do  you  know  fuch  -a 
gentleman  ?"  naming  fome  one  of  large  property  and  good  cha- 
racter in  the  neighbourhood,  who  is  known  to  be  a  iriend  to 
a  reform.  "  Yes." — "  Well,  and  do  you  fuppofe  that  he 
would  promote  a  fcheme  that  would  occaiion  and  oblige  him  to 

part 
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part  with  that  property  he  pofleffes,  in  order  for  it  to  be  divided 
amongfr.  ftrangers  whom  he  never  law  or  heard  of?"  «  No." — * 
"  Why  then  fhould  yon  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  impoled  on  by  fuch 
an  idle  tale,  fabricated  and  circulated  for  the  purpofe  of  rdHLng 
a  dread  in  you  againlt  thofe  more  enlightened  of  your  fellows 
citizens  who  wifh  for  a  reform,  as  you  would,  did  you  f.e  its 
necefftty  ;  a  dread  which  may  caufe  you  to  fiiut  your  eyes  upon' 
oppreifive  excife  and  game  laws,  exorbitant  tythes,  an  urine- 
ceiTary  Jlandlng  army,  kept  on  foot  at  the  expence  of  two  mil- 
lions and  an  half,  for  the  purpofes  of  influence  and  corruption  ; 
a  penllcn  lift,  which  is  a  difgrace  to  the  government,  and  a 
ftigma  and  reproach  on  the  fpirit  and  prudence  of  the  nation  ; 
fmecure  places,  for  the  mere  pofieffing  of  which  hundreds,  of 
individuals  receive  thoufands  a  year  each,  for  doing  nothing  at 
ail-t  either  for  th~  public  fervice  or  their  own  ;  in  fhort,  fuch  an 
enormous  accumulation  of  taxes,  and  fo  prodigal  an  expenditure 
of  their  produce,  as  no  nation  on  the  earth  ever  heard  of,  or 
fubmitted  to  before.  To  make  you  (hut  your  eyes,  audi  con- 
tinue blind  to  thofe  enormities,  thore  idle  and  futile  tales  are 
villainoufly  difperfed  abroad  j  but  believe  them  not,  confult 
your  own  reafon,  and  it  will  (liew  you,  that  there  is  a  palpable 
lie  on  the  face  of  every  one  of  them  !"  Then  explain  the 
nature,  aim,  and  end  of  your  fociety,  invite  them  to  attend  16, 
and  to  judge  for  themfelves.  If  they  do  (a,  they  will  foon  aid 
and  affift  you,  by  adopting  fimilar  ones  in  their  feveraj  neigh- 
hoods,  till  in  time  they  will  overfpread  the  whole  furface  of  this 
iea-girt  ifle. 

"  At  prefent,  Sir,  I  will  not  trouble  you  further  on  the  fubjecr, 
which  1  now  quit  to  return  to  the  conduct  and  regulation  of 
your  own  fociety,  and  all  others  which  may  arife  hereafter ;  and 
as  to  them,  I  think  the  inn-keepers  in  Stockport,  Manchefter, 
xkc.  have  given  you  a  hint  and  leiTon  for  vvfdch  you  ought  to 
eileem  yourfelves  for  ever  obliged  to  them.  I  own  their  info- 
lenceandaudacity  in  proceeding  as  they  have  done,  is  beyond  ex- 
ample, but  only  deferving  of  contempt :  as  fuch  leave  them 
to  themfelves.  Public-houfes  were  never  worthy  of  receiving 
fuch  guefts,  whofe  facred  and  important  duty  require  and  de- 
rrfand  to  be  performed  in  rnanfions  more  dignified  and  refpecla- 
ble.  Your  meetings  fhoald  be  at  the  houfes  of  one  another, 
in  honourable  rotation  •,  and  to  prevent  inconvenience  from  too 
great  a  number,  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  at  the  moil 
fhould  compofe  a  primary  or  diltriet  meeting.  More  members 
be  admitted  in  each  diftricl:,  till  they  reach  twenty  or  twenty 
four,  according  to  the  number  fixed  on,  but  then  immediately 
(hciuld  divide  into  two  diftiicl  meetings.  7 'he  feveral  diflri&s 
fhould  fend  each  one  member,  by  eledtion,  to  a  meeting  of  de- 
legates, 
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•legates,  and  this  meeting  of  Belegates  (hould  ele&.  out  of  their 
own  body  a  certain  number,  which  is  to  compofe  a  felecfc  com- 
mittee. This  felecl  committee  to  "manage  the  correfpondence, 
and  every  other  important  concern,  for  the  whole  of  the  dif- 
tricls  in  any  town  or  parifh,  fubjecl:  always  to  the  revifion  and 
approbation  of  the  diftricis.  1  he  delegates  and  felecl  com- 
mittee to  be  chofen  only  for  alimited  time,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  which,  others  to  be  elected  as  before,  from  the  districts, 
to  fupply  their  places,  by  which  rotations,  every  member  would 
in  time  become  qualified  to  be  a  delegate  and  a  felect  com- 
mittee-man, though  he  might  not  be  (o  on  his  firf!:  entrance  as 
a.  diftricl:  member.  Thefe  are  only  hints,  on  which  you  may 
improve  or  enlarge  as  much  as  you  pleafe. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  faid  letter  be  taken  into  confideration 
the  firft  bufinefs  at  the  next  meeting. 

"  Refolded,  That  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  fociety  they  do 
confider  of  an  anfvver  to  the  Correfponding  Society,  on  the  fub- 
jec~i  of  their  letter,  accompanying  their  addrefs  to  the  National 
Convention. 

"  Refolved,  That  at  the  faid  meeting  the  fociety  do  attend  to 
jhe  example  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  and  confi- 
der of  an  addrefs  to  the  National  Convention  of  Prance." 

"  Friday,  November  2,  1792.  At  a  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety for  Conftitutional  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Air.  Froft  in  the  chair,  &c.  Ordered, 
that  the  two  letters  fent  to  this  fociety,  from  the  Editors  of  the 
the  Patriot  at  Sheffield,  and  the  fociety  at  Stockport,  be  referred 
to  a  committee. 

u  Refolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Correfpondence  be  appoint- 
ed to  confider  or  anfwer  all  letters  that  have  been  or  may  be 
fent  to  this  fociety. 

"  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Sturch,  Mr.  Jof.  Adams,  Mr.  Frofr, 
Mr.  Bonney,  and  Mr.  Holcroft,  compofe  the  faid  committee. 

"  Refolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confider  of  an 
addrefs  to  the  National  Convention  of  France. 

"  Refolved,  That  Meff.  Barlow,  Sinclair,  and  Tuffin,  do 
compofe  the  faid  committee,  be  defired  to  prepare  the  fame,  and 
make  their  report  on  Friday.  Read  a  letter  from  the  Lonfon 
Correfponding  Society ;  ordered,  that  the  faid  letter  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence. 

"  Refolved,  That  thanks  be  given  to  Thomas  Cooper,  for 
his  coming  forth  in  the  noble  caufe,  the  fervice  of  liberty  and 
the  rights  of  man,  fo  minutely  difplayed  in  his  Reply  to  Ed- 
mund Burke." 

"  November  9,  1792.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Con- 
ftitutional Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern, 

N  n  Strand, 
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Strand,  preferit.  Lord  Sempje  in  the  chair,  eke.  The  committee 
appointed  at  the  3aft  meeting  to  prepare:  an  addrefs  from  this 
icciety  to  the  National  Convention  of  France,  made  their  re- 
port, and  produced  the  following  addrefs,  which  was  read  and 
approved 

The  Society  for  Constitutional  Information  in  London  to  the 
National  Convention  in  France. 

u  Servants  of  a  Sovereign  People.,  and  BenefaSiors  of  Mankind, 

n-  We  rejoice  that  your  revolution  is- arrived  at  that  point  of 
perfection  which  will  permit  us  to  addrefs  you  by  this  title  ;  it 
is  the  only  one  that  can  accord  with  the  charadter  of  true  le- 
gislators, livery  fucceffive  epoch  in  your  affairs  has  added  fome- 
thino-  to  the  triumph  of  liberty  :  and  the  glorious  victory  of  the 
10th  of  Augull  has  finally  prepared  the  way  for  a  constitution, 
which  we  truft  you  will  eftabliih  on  the  balls  of  reaibn  and 
nature. 

"  Considering  the  rnafs  of  deluficn  accumulated  on  mankind, 
to  obfeure  their  underftandings,,you  cannot  be  aftonifhed  at  the 
'oppofition  you  have  met  both  from  tyrants  and  from  flaves. 
The  ihftfument  ufed  againfi  you  by  each  of  thefe  claffes  is  the 
fame ;  for  in  the  genealogy  of  human  miseries,  ignorance  is  at 
once  the  parent  of  oppreffion  and  the  child  of  fubmiffion. 

"  The  events  of  every  day  are  proving  that  your  caufe  is 
cheiifhed  by  the  people  in  all  your  continental  vicinity ;  that  a  ma- 
jority of  each  of  thole  nations  are  your  real  friends,whofe  govern- 
ments have  tutored  tllem  into  apparent  foes,  and  that  they  only 
wait  to  be  delivered  by  your  arms  from  the  dreadful  necefiity  of 
of  fighting  again  ft  them. 

«  The  condition  of  Englishmen  is  Irfs  to  be  deplored  :  here 
the  hand  of  oppreffion  has  not  yet  ventured  completely  to  ravifh 
the  pen  from  us,  nor  openly  to  point  the  (Word  at  you.  From 
>ms  burning  with,  ardor  in  your  caufe,  we  tender  you  our 
w;  .  .  ft  wifhes  for  the  full  extent  of  its  progrefs  and  fucceis. 
It  is  indeed  afacred  caufe;  we  cherifli  it  as  the  pledge  of  your 
iiappinefs,  our  natural  and  nearejl  friends,  and  we  rely  upon  it 
as  the  bond  of  paternal  union  to  the  human  race,  in  which  union 
our  own  nation  will  furely  be  one  of  the  firft  to  concur. 

"  Our  government  has  ftill  the  power,  and  perhaps  the  in- 
clination, to  employ  hirelings  to  contradict  us;  but  it  is  our 
real  opinion  that  we  now  fpeak  the  ientiments  of  a  great  majo- 
rity of  the  Englifn  nation.  The  people  here  are  wearied  with 
impofture,  and  Worn  out  with  war.  They  have  learned  to  re- 
flect, that  both  the  one  and  the  other  are  the  offspring  of  un- 
natural combinations  in  fockty,  as  relative  to  fyftems  of  go- 
vernment, 
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rernmenr,  nor  the  refult  of  the  natural  temper  of  nation':  as 
relative  to  each  other's  pofition. 

(<  Go  on,  legiflators,  in  the  work  of  human  happinefs. 
benefits  will  in  part  be  ours,  but  the  til  be  all  ybu  ■ 

it  is  the  reward  of  your  perfeverance:  it  is  the  prize  of  virtue. 
The  fparks  of  liberty  preferved  in  England  for  ages,  like  the 
corufcatiohs  of  the  northern  Aurora,  fefved  but  to  fhew  the 
daricnefs  viable  in  the  reft  of  Europe.  The  luftre  of  the  Ame- 
rican Republic,  like  an  effulgent  morning,  arofe  with  increafing- 
\  our,  but  ftill  too  diftant  to  enlighten  our  hemifphere,  tiil  the 
iplendor  of  the  French  Revolution,  burft  forth  upon  the  na- 
tions in  the  full  fervour  of  ^i  meridian  Sun,  and  displayed  in  the 
mijdft  of  the  European  world  the  practical  refult  of  principles, 
which  philofbphy  had  fought  in  the  fhade  of  fpeculation,  and 
which  experience  mull: -'every  where  confirm.  It  difpels  the 
clouds  of  prejudice  from  all  people,  reveals  the  fecrjsts  of  all 
defpotifm,  and  creates  a  new  character  in  man. 

u  in  this^career  of  improvement,  your  example  will  foon  be 
followed  j  for  nations,  riting  from  their  lethargy,  will  reclaim 
the  rights  of  man  with  a  voice  which  man  cannot  refift. 
*'  Signed,  by  Order  or  the  Society, 

"  Shmple,  Chairman. 
"  D.  Adams,  Secretary. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  bs  given  to  the 
Committee  who  prepared  the  above  addrefs. 

"  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Froft,  be  deputed  by 
this  fociety,  to  prefent  the  addrefs  of  thij  fociety,  at  the  bar 
cf  the  National  Convention  of  France. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society,  be- given  to 
Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Froft,  for  accepting  the  above  deputa- 
tion. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  faid  addrefs  be  figned  bv  the  Chairman 
and  Secretary  of  this  meeting." 

"'Friday,  November  i  6  th,  1792.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society 
for  Conftitutional  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
Tavern,  Strand,  Mr.  Bofville  in  the  chair,  read  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Philips  of  Leicefter,  requeuing  fome  of  the  publications  of  this 
Society.     Ordered,  th  cretary  fend  to  Mr.  Philips  fuch 

of  the  publications  of  this   society  as  he  may  think  neceiiary 
for  the  purpofe  of  anfwering  Mr.  Philips's  letter." 

"  December  7,  1792.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Gon- 
flitutional  information,  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
vern,  Strand,  Mr.  Bryan  in  the  chair.  Read  a  letter  from  Mr. 
■  Barlow  and  Mr.  Froft,  with  the  anfwer  of  the  National  Con- 
vention to  the  addrefs  of  tins  Society.  Ordered,  that  the  faid 
letter  be  taken  iato  consideration  at  lb  me  future  meeting." 
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£K  (To  Maclean— fi??ie  papers  fawn  him.)  Look  at  thefe  pa=* 
pers,  and  tell  me  whether  you  feized  them  in  the  polTcffion  of 
Xvlr.  Adams,  Secretary  to  the  ConfHr.utional  Society  r 
A.   Ye5,  thefe  were  the  papers  I  feized. 

Mr,  G arrow.  Here  are  the  papers  that  refer  to  the  laft.  mi- 
nute, found  in  the  poffeffion  of  Adams,  the  Secretary  to  the 
Conftitutional  Society. 

(The  Clerk  then  reads) 
A  letter  figned  Joel  Barlow,  and  John  Froft,  addrefted  to  the 
Society  for  Conilitutional  Information   in  London. 
"  Citizens  and  Associates, 
a  We  have  executed  your  comrriiffion  to  the  National  Con- 
vention at  France,  in  a  manner  which  we  hope  will  meet  your 
approbation ;    the  papers    herein    enclofed  were   read    at     the 
bar  of  the  Convention,  and  received   with  univerfal   applaufe; 
afterwards  the  Convention  gave  us  the  kifs  of  fraternity,  in  be- 
half of  the  French  nation  3    which  we  afterwards  gave  on  be- 
half of  our  fccieties,  &x.     It  was  the  reconciliation  of  bre- 
thren,  which  had  been  long  excited,  to  mortal  enmity  by  rnif- 
underftanding  and  mutual   impofition.     The  wound  that  had 
bled  for  ages  was  clofed  and  forgot,  and  by  the  voice  of  nature^ 
declared  they  fhould  never  more  be  opened." 

tc  Paris,  28th  November,    1792.  Signed  Joel   Barlow  and 
John  Froft,   at  the  bar  of  the  Convention. 
"  Citizens  of  France, 
"  We  are  deputed  by  the  Society  for  Conftitutioral  Informa- 
tion in  London,  who  fend  their  congratulations  to  you  on  the 
triumphs  of  liberty,  ckc. 

"  Innumerable  focieties  of  a  fimilar  nature,  are  now  forming 
themfelves  in  every  part  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  ; 
after  the  example  which  France  has  given,  the  fcience  of  revo- 
lutions will  be  rendered  eafy,  and  the  progrefs  of  rifing  liberty 
rapid.  It  would  not  be  ftrange,  if  in  a  period  far  fhort  of  what 
we  fhould  venture  to  predict,  addrefles  of  felicitation  fhould  crofs 
the  feas  to  a  National  Convention  of  England. 

(Here  foHoivs  the  addrefs,  which  fee  page  282  of  this  vjork.) 
"  We  are  alfo  commiffioned  to  inform  the  Convention,  that 
the  fociety  whom  we  reprefent,  have  fent  to  the  foldiers  of  li- 
berty, a  patriorc  donation  of  iooo  pair  of  ftioes,  and  the  fo- 
ciety will  continue  fending  loco  pair  a  week,  for  at  leaft  fix  ' 
weeks  to  come.  We  only  want  to  know  to  whofe  caie  they 
fhould  be  addreffed." 

The  Prejidepfs  Anfiver. 
"  Brave  Children  of  a  nation  which  has  given  luftre  to  the 
two  worlds,  and  great  examples  to  the  univerfe  ;  you  have  ad- 
dreiTed us  with  fomething  more  than  good  wifties,  fince  the 

condition 
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condition  of  our  warriors  have  excited  your  felicitations,  the  de- 
fenders of  our  liberty  will,  one  day,  be  the  defenders  of  your 
own  ;  you  command  our  efteem,  you  fnall  expect  our  gratitude  ; 
the  ions  of  liberty  to  the  world  will  never  forget  the  Englifh. 
ration.  The  moment  cannot  be  far  diftant  when  the  people  of 
France  will  offer  their  congratulations  to  a  National  Affembly 
in  England.  Your  illand,  it  is  faid,  was  fevered  from  the  con- 
tinent by  a  great  convulfion  of  the  globe,  buc  liberty  will  repair 
the  breach,  in  rehiring  the  two  nations  to  that  harmony  and 
friend/hip  for  which  reafon  defigned  them. 

^  Generous  republicans,  your  appearance  in  this  place  will 
form  an  epoch  in  the  hiflory  of  mankind  ;  hiftory  will  confe- 
crate  the  day  when  in  the  name  of  a  great  number  of  your  fel- 
iow-citizeris,  you  appeared  in  the  midfi  of  the  National  Con- 
vention of  France. 

"  Tell  the  fociety  that  deputed  you,  and  affure  your  fellow- 
citizens  in  general,  that  in  your  friends  the  French  you  will 
find  men  " 

Mr.  Garrow,  Be  fo  good  as  turn  to  the  meeting,  December 
14th,  1792. 

[The  Clerk  reais.) 
"  At  a  meeting  of  the  fociety  for  Conftitutional  Information, 
held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Friday  14-th 
December,  1792,  Mr.  J.  H.  Tcoke  in  the  chair,  read  a  printed 
addrefs  from  Manchefter  :  Refolved,  That  the  faid  addrefs  be 
approved  for  publifning  in  the  newfpapers.  Refolved,  That 
J00,000  copies  of  the  fame  be  printed  by  this  fociety,  and  diftri- 
buted  to  their  correfpondents  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Refolved,  That  the  faid  Refolutions  be  iigned  by  the  chairman 
and  fecretary  of  the  meeting.  Read  a  letter  from  the  Friends  of 
the  fociety  for  Liberty  and  Equality,  fitting 'at  Laon,  capital  of 
the  department  De  L'Aifne,  to  the  patriotic  fociety  of  London, 
named  the  fociety  for  Conftitutional  Information.  Refolved, That 
the  faid  letter  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  correfpondence." 
£K  (To  Maclean — a  letter fnewn  him)  Look  at  this,  and  tell 
me  if  you  feized  it  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Adams,  fecretary  to  the 
Conftitutional  Society  ? 
A.  Yes,  I  did. 

£K  Did  you  find  this  likewjfe  ?  {Jbewlng  him  another.) 
A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Garrow.  Thefe,  my  Lord,  are  the  French  letters  to  the 
•  Conftitutional  Society. 
William   Huskisscjn  fvvorn — examined   by  Mr.  Garrow. 
§>j  You  have   refided,    I    believe,    a   confiderable  time  in 
.France  ? 
A.  Yes. 

$.  You 


* 
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You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  French  language  ? 


A.  Yes. 

J^  Be  fo  good  to  take  this  letter  into  your  own  hand, 
Jind  we  will  read  the  Fnglifih,  and  you  will  object  if  there  is 
any  mif-tranflation  of  it  — What  are  the  firft  words  ? 

A.  At  the  17th  of  December,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  French 
Republic  :  To  live  free,  or  die. 

j$K  Now,  you  will  be  fo  gcod  t?  tell  us  if  tin's  is  a  correct 
tranflation  ;  you  looking  over  the  original,  and  the  Cleric  lead- 
ing the  translation. 

(The  Clerk  reads.) 
•'  The  firft  year  of  the  French  Republic,  the  Popular  Republi- 
can Society,  fitting  at  Macon,  in  the  department  of  Saone 
and    Loire,    live   free,    or   die,    Citizen?,    Brethren   and 
Friend?, 
cc  When  two  great  nations,  acquainted  with  their  rights,  ap. 
prcximated    by  their  commercial  connections  and  natural  fitua-< 
tion,  formed  to  love  and  act  in  concert  with  each  other,  begin 
to  form  the  glorious  project  of  uniting  themfelves  for  the  rege- 
neration of  the   human  race,  one  may  then  fay,  with   reaibn, 
that  empires  are  ripe  and  ready  to  fall !     How  glorious  will  ft 
be  for  France  and  for  England  to  form  a  plan  for  the  deft-ruc- 
tion of  tyrants,  and   to    have  purchafed,  at  the    price  of  their 
blood,  the  liberty   of  the  world.     WTc  may  fay  more  than  the 
whole  univerfe  :  Courage,  brethren  and  friends,  it  is  for  you  to 
follow  us  in  the  glorious  anor hazardous   career  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  the  world.     Can  ye    any  longer  groan  under  the  yoke 
of  a  government  that  has  nothing  of  liberty  but   the  name,  as 
if  your  land  was  inhabited  by  none  others  than  freemen  ?     Can 
you,  without    hefitatjori,  confider  your   government  as   fuch  ? 
Will  vou  content  yourfelves  with  a  partial  freedom  ?     Will  the 
Engliih  be  fal  .".h  principles  alone  ?     Will  that  bold  na- 

tion, that  has  produced  philosophers  the  molt  profound,  and 
that  firft  of  all  perceived  the  fparkling  rays  of  reaibn,  remain  a 
Spectacle  in  fo  noble  a  Caufe  ?  No,  brethren  and  friends — No, 
you  will  furely  lift  up  yourfelves  againft  that  infamous  Court  of 
St.  James's,  whofe  infernal  policy,  like  to  that  which  found  its 
tomb  in  the  Thuilleries,  have  made  fo  many  victims  in  our  two 
nations,  i»nd  difunitcd  them  perpetually  to  rule  over  them. — 
Your  love  for  liberty  has  fixed  your  attention  on  the  acts  of  our 
defenders.  Your  generofity  towards  them  is  an  entitlement  to 
the  acknowledgment  of  republicans.  We  aie  impatient  to  fur- 
nifh  you  with  the  fame  advantages.  The  popular  focieties  of 
France  defire  ardently  the  epoch  that  fhafi  permit  them  to  ad- 
drefs  their  voice  to  the  National  Affembly  of  Great-Britain; 

and 
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an-I  to  offer  to  the  foldiersof  your  nation,  arms,  bayonet?,  z\A 
pikes.  / 

"  The   members  compoHng   the  committee  of  correfpond- 
cnce. 

"  Ansell  Auger,  Secret." 
'  Mr.  Garrcw  Read   another   letter   from  the  fociety   of  the 
Friends  of  Liberty  and  Lqudity,  dated  the  2d  of  October. 

Huskiffbn.  This  you  have  given  me  is  dated  the  6th  of  Dc- 
ier.  , 

Clerk  of  the  Court.   Then  this  is  not  the  right  copy. 

Mr.  Garrcw.  It  is  loft  then. 

Lord  President,  There  was  only  one  letter  fpoken  of  in  the 
minutes  of  that  day. 

Mr.  Boiver.   There  are  two  :  one  is  towards  the  top  of  the 
page,  and  the  other  towards  the  bottom. 

Mr,  Garroiv.  The  other  French  letter,  fince  I  {hewed  it  to 
Mr.  Maclean,  has  by  fome  means  or  other  vaniihedj  as  it  can- 
not be  found,   we  muft  read  the  translation. 
{The  Clerk  reads.) 

"The  firfl:  year  of  the  French  Republic,  2d  October,  170,  ,." 

Mr.  Garroiv.   {To  Maclean).  Look  at  that ;  is  that  wjiat  has 
been  (hewn  to  you  before  to-night  ? 

A.    No,   it  is  not,    I  fee  a  letter  inclo/ed  in  a  cover  and 
another. 

Mr.  Gihbs.    How  many  have  you  Cesn  of  thefe  French  letters 
before  this  ? 

A.  Two. 

Mr.  Garrcw.    Have   you   (sen   that   to-night    (/hewing  him 
mother)  and  verified  it  as  found  among  Mr.  Adams's  papers  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  this  is  one. 

Q.    Now,  look  at  this,  which  is  the  cover  marked  by  you, 
was  there  any  letter  in  it  when  it  was  fhewn  to  you  ?' 

A.  Yes. 

j^.    Look  at  that  third  paper,    and  tell  us  if  you  have  feen 
that  to-night  before  ? 

A.   I  recollect  nothing  of  this. 

Mr.  Gibbs.    So  far  as  this  goes,  I  fee  a  letter  inclofcd  in   a 
cover,  it  is  better  to  look  for  it. 
The  letter  was  afterwards  Jound  under  the  table,  under  the  Clerk's 

feet,  who  reads  it,  dated  12th  Ocloeler  1 792). 
Letter  from  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  Liberty  and  Equality 

to  the  patriotic    fociety  at  London,   called  the  Society  for 

Conftitutional  Information,  fitting  at  Laon  : 

u  Generous   Republicans,  the   philanthropic  gift  you  have 
prefented  to  the  warriors  of  France,  &c.  accept  the  "thanks  of 

the 
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the  fbciety.  The  time  is  not  far  diftant  when  the  foldiers  of 
our  liberty  (hall  be  ablefo  teftify  their  gratitude  ;  then  their  arms 
fhall  be  for  you  ;  then  France  and  England  fhall  form  together 
a  treaty  of  union  as  lafting  as  the  Seine,  and  the  Thames  ;  then 
there,  as  here,  fhall  exift  no  other  reign  than  that  of  li- 
berty, equality,  and  friendship.  May  that  day  of  liberty  and 
glory  foon  arife  on  the  horizon  of  the  two  nations.  Decem- 
ber 2,  1792,  the  firlt  year  of  the  French  Republic,  to  the 
patriotic  fociety,  called  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  In- 
formation." 

(The  Clerk  reads  another  espy  of  a  letter,  and  the  ivitnefs  looks  over 
the  French  original  letter  as  before.) 

Mr.  Garrow.  It  is  one  found  by  Maclean.  . 
Letter  dated  6th  December  1792,  the  firft  year  of  the  French 

Republic. 

<£  The  Society  of  the  Friends  of  Liberty  at  Macon,  in  the 
department  of  the  Seine  and  Loire,  to  the  Conftitutional  Society 
at  London  : 

"  Yes,  citizens,  our  brethren  and  friend?,  the  10th  of 
Auguft  1792,  fhall  be  difiinguiftied  in  the  annals  or"  the  world 
as  the  day  of  triumph  of  liberty;  our  firft  revolution  did  but 
fhew  to  us  the  falutary  principles,  the  imprefcriptible  principles 
of  the  Rights  of  Man  ;  all  except  the  faithlefs  and  enemies  of 
humanity,  adopted  them  with  eagernefs." 

Hufkiffbn.  Faithlefs  to  the  people,  without  principle. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  The  unprincipled. 

(Clerk  gots  on  ■reading.') 

<c  It  was  then  that  we  formed  ourfelves.  into  a  fociety,  in 
order  the  belter  to  imprefs  them  on  ourfelves,  and  afterwards  to 
teach  them  to  our  fellow-citizens.  Our  firft  conftitution  had 
confulted  them,  but  had  not  already  taken  them  for  its  bafis  ; 
the  difference  of  paflions,  the  force  of  habit,  the  imprefiions  of 
prejudices,  and  the  power  of  intrigues  employed  in  our  confti- 
tuted  afTembly,  found  the  fecret  to  preierve  fufficient  authority 
to  our  tyrants,  to  extinguifh  for  fome  time  the  facred  rights  of 
nature,  and  to  re-eftablifh  defpotifm  on  its  throne  of  iron  ;  but 
royalty  thus  preferved  was  not  content  with  its  victory  fecured 
to  him,  it  was  impatient  to  reap  the  fruits  that  it  appeared  to 
promife  itfelf,  but  its  too  great  eagernefs  has  haftened  its  ruin, 
and  fecured  the  triumph  of  reafon  ;  the  French,  proud  of  their 
own  exiftence,  has  perceived  the  falfity  of  its  firft  legifatureJ" 

Hujkijfon.  Became  fenfible  of  the  imperfection  of  the  firft 
laws. 

{Clerk  goes  on  reading.) 

H  They  fee  that  they  made  a  furrender  of  the  love  of  liberty 

and 
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and  equality  which  they  had  embraced  ;  they  rofe  themfelves  at 
length  to  demand,  laws  impartial  and  human,  from  thence  the 
neceflary  day  of  the  10th  of  Auguit  1792  ;  from  thence  the 
iecond  revolution,  but  a  revolution  whicn  is  the  only  completion 
of  the  firft  which  has  received  our  voice  and  our  oaths,  and 
which  we  will  blefs  for  ever  ;  it  leads  to  hnppinefs  the  njtion,  it 
confbntly  maintains  the  liberty  and  equality  o{  the  people  ;  let 
.  great  tools  and  tyrants  calumniate  us,  we  defpife  them  too  much 
to  condefrend  to  anfwer  them,  or  feek  for  their  efteem.  That 
which  flatters  us,  is  the  interetf.  you  take  in  our  labour,  and 
your  attention,  to  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms  ;  we 
deiire  your  efteem  ;  we  are  proud  of  your  approbation;  we 
fmile  at  the  expreffion  you  manifeft  to  our  affection  ;  we  behold 
the  brave  Englifh  adopt  our  principles,  become  our  friends  ;  we 
fay  toourlulves  with  pleafure,  toon  will  the.y  become  our  allies,  and 
uniting  in  our  efforts,  we  fhali  go  on  to  deliver  the  univerfe  from 
the  yoke  of  tyrants,  to  redore  the  nations  to  reafon  and  liberty. 

"  In  the  mean  time  receive  our  thanks  and  cc.jfpondince 
with  brethren  who  fet  a  higri  value  on  your  efteem. 

(Signed)  "  Levene,  the  Younger,  Prefident." 
Thomas  Wood  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Garrow. 

i^.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Froft's  hand-writing  ? 

A.   Yes  ;   I  have  feen  him  write  many  times. 

,j§>.  Look  at  that,  and  tell  us  if  you  believe  that  to  be  his  hand- 
writing ? 

A.  Yes ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  • 

{The  Clerk  reads.) 
A  letter  dated   Paris,    September  29,    1792;    addreffed  John 
Home  Tooke,  Efq.     Signed,  J.  F. 
e<  My  dear  Sir, 

<c  We  arrived  hfc  at  this  place  yefterday  at  dinner,  hav- 
ing met  with  no  interruption  on  our  journey  by  night 
or  by  1  day  fmce  we  left  Dover,  except  a  delay  at  Cler- 
mont, &c.  the  police  being  quite  under  arms,  apprehenflve 
with  meeting  Louis  and  his  wife  ;  the  latter  braves  it,  and  will 
to  the  lafl  j  the  former  is  infenfible  of  his  fae. 

'c  About  three  hundred  of  the  prefent  aflembly  are  returned 
to  convention,  the  reft  retire  with  acclamations  ;  Mr.  Paine 
made  his  appearance  here  in  the  National  Convention  lad:  night,, 
w.iich  excited  great  curioiity  amongft  both  me::  and  women, 
,  and  occafioned  no  fmall  interruption;  the  fir  ft  who  embraced 
him  was  Chambon,  who  lad  night  made  a  molt  excellent  fpeech 
on  the  jewels,  plate,  &:c.  found  in  the  churches,  in  order  to 
have  them  melted,  as  the  mod:  infamous  ufe  had  been  made  of 
them,  by  pawning  them  to  the  Jews,  for  railing  money  for  the 
.emigrants :    this  motion  was  the  mere  neceftary,  as  forty  men 

O  o  armed 
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armed  had  entered  the  ThulUenes  and  carried  off  forty  millions 
of  livres-,  the  King  had  anticipated  his  civil  lift  a  year  and  a 
half,  and  mortgaged  his  domains  for  fix  years  ;  the  bankers,  and 
others,  who  have  advanced  the  money,  will  be  ruined.  I  will 
inform  myfelf  between  this  and  Monday,  of  every  thing  that 
is  palling,  and  by  that  poft  fend  you  every  thing  relating  to  the 
Temple,  the  truth  of  which  is  not  known  in  England,  or. if 
known,  concealed  in  England  to  blacken  the  Revolution.  I 
am  forry  to  learn  that  the  conduct  of  your  friend,  General  M. 
is  not  well  fpoke  of;  he  was  in  the  Thuilleries  all  Friday  night; 
he  is  now  with  Dumourier's  army,  which  is  now  eighty  thou- 
fand  ftrong  ;  and  it  is  expected  that  an  account  will  arrive  this 
day  of  an  engagement  between  him  and  the  Pruflians,  as  Ge- 
neral   had,  by  a  forced  march  over  the  mountains,  joined 

him  ;  there  are  five  hundred  thoufand  troops  now  on  the  fron- 
tiers ;  the  language  of  the  King  of  Pruftia  is  now  changed  from 
threats  to  foothing  ;  a  few  Pruffian  deferters  have  come  over, 
but  a  great  number  of  Auftrians  have  entered. 

"  The  noft  is  going  out  and  compels  me  to  haften  to  a  con- 
clufion.  We  dine  to  day  with  Petion.  Paine  has  entered  his 
name  on  the  roll  of  parliament,  and  went  through  the  forms  of 
office  with  a  great  deal  of  non-chalance ;  we  are  well-lodged, 
and  befides  our  bed-room,  have  an  entertaining- room  for  mem- 
bers to  be  fhewn  into.  The  Clerk  of  the  Parliament  has  this 
moment  been  here,  a  relation  of  the  notorious  George  Rofe, 
I  have  nothing  more  to  add  than  that  Mr.  Paine  is  full  of  fpirit ; 
I  believe  he  is  rather  fatigued  with  the  kiffing.  Petion  dill  retains 
his  popularity  ;  Roberfpiene  has  been  attacked  in  the  primary 
aiFemblies,  and  told  that  he  was  the  mod  dangerous  man  in 
France,  and  that  a  good  citizen  ought  to  blow  his  brains  out. 
Mr.  Watt  is  here  and  very  well.  What  is  become  of  Dr. 
Maxwell?  J.   P." 

Mr.  G arrow.    I  propofe  to  (hew  what  fome  of  thefe  tranf- 
acHons  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  was. 
Mr.  HuJkiJJbn  called  in  again — examined  by  Mr.  Garrow. 

f,  Was  you  in  Paris  on  the  ioth  of  Auguft  1792  ? 
Yes. 
^K   I  believe  you  redded  in  the  houfe  of  the  Britifh  Am« 
baflador  ? 
A.  I  did. 

i^.  Had  you  been  there  any  time  previous  to  the  I oth  of 
Auguft,  in  Paris  ? 

A.  From  the  month  of  July  1790. 

<%j  What  was  the  nature  of  that  which  you  fay  was  the 
conteft  which  kept  you  at  home? 

A,  I  heard  firing,  faw  fmoke9  and  afterwards  faw  fome  of  the 

out-building 
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out- buildings  of  the  palace  on  fire  ;  and  I  few  the  people  fan- 
ning with  their  arms  towards  that  part  of  the  town. 

j^.  What  did  you  find  that  occafioned  that  firing,  from  what 
had  "it  proceeded  j  the  filing  of  arms  and  the  filing  of  the 
buddings  r 

A.  i  he  firing  of  arms  I  apprehended  proceeded  from  the 
palace  ;  from  thofe  that  v/ilhed  to  enter  the  palace,  and  alfo 
from  thofe  that  wiihed  to  oppofe  their  entrance. 

j^.  Was  the  palace  at  that  time  the  refioence  of  the  King 
and  his  family  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  Can  you  defcribe  2ny  other  tranfac~tions  of  that  day  either 
from  your  knowledge  at  the  moment,  or  obfervation  afterwards  ? 

A.  I  law  in  the  evening  of  that  day  the  governor  of  the  palace, 
who  came  to  my  lodging,  and  toolc  fhelter  in  it  as  a  place  of 
fafety,  as  he  conceived  it,  and  he  defcribed  it  to  me. 

Mr.  Garrow.  In  point  of  fail,  the  governor  of  the  palace 
took  fhelter  in  your  lodgings  ? 

A.  He  did.  I  went  out  in  the  evening  about  nine  o'clock 
as  near  as  I  can  recollect  ;  I  did  not  fee  any  thing  worth  men- 
tioning :  I  think  I  went  near  towards  the  bridge  that  leads  to 
the  palace,  and  I  was  flopped  by  fome  centinels  and  told  not  to 
approach  farther,  and  there  were  fome  out-buildings  then 
burning. 

Lord  President.  The  whole  of  it  is,  that  there  was  a  great 
tumult,  a  great  deal  of  (laughter,  and  the  King  and  his  family 
were  obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  the  Convention  and  were  never 
reffored  to  their  liberty  afterwards. 

Mr.  Garrow.  I  am  very  willing  to  take  that  (tatement  of  it, 
I  am  fure  every  body  knows  that  except  the  jury. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  propofe  to  read  two  letters  found  in 
the  poffeflion  of  Mr.  Tooke. 

William  Woodfall  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Attorney 
General, 

I3K  Do  you  know  whofe  hand-writing  that  is  ? 

A.  I  take  it  by  the  character  to  be  Mr.  Tooke's. 

£K   Have  you  feen  him  write  ? 

A.   I  have  feen  him  write. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  Have  you  feen  him  write  often  ? 

A.  I  have  more  than  once  or  twice.  I  have  feen  a  great  deal 
0/  his  writing. 

James  Thornton  fworn — examined  by  Mr.GARRow. 

Mr.  Garrow*  Juft  {hew  thefe  four  papers  to  the  witnefs. 
Look  if  you  find  your  name  on  thefe ;  if  you  do,  whether  you 
feized  them  on  the  perfon  of  Home  Tooke  ? 

O02  A,  That 
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A.  That  is  my  writing,  James  Thornton,  on  two  of  them  j 
two  of  them  are  not. 

John  Thompson  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Garrow. 
j^.  You  have  been  one  of  the  officers  of  the  public  office, 
Limehoufe,  I  underftand  f 

A.  I  am  Clerk  to  the  public  office,  Whitecbapel. 
£K  Was  you  prefent  when  any  papers   were  found  in  Mr. 
Tooke's  houfe  ? 
A.  Yes. 
4>.   Where? 
A.  At  Wimbledon. 
£K  Where  were  they  found  ? 

A.  Seme  in  bureaus,  and  fome  in  other  places.  Mr.  Frofi; 
and  Mr.  Vaughan  were  prefent,  and  the  keys  were  delivered  to 
me  by  them. 

S%.  Did  they  attend  as  friends  of  Mr.  Heme  Tooke  ? 
A*  They  did. 

j^.  Were  the  keys  delivered  to  you  immediately,  or  was  theie 
any  difficulty  in  getting  them  ? 

A.  They  were  delivered  over  immediately.  Thefetwopape/s 
are  marked  by  me,  found  in  the  houfe  of  Mr*  Tooke. 

Mr.  Garrow.   {To  Hujkiffon.)  I  believe  We  muff,  trouble  you 
to  look  over  thefe  letters  as  the  Clerk  reads  the  tranflation. 
{The  Clerk  reads.) 
A  letter,  figned  John  Home  Tooke. 
t;  Sir, 
<c  You  are  now  aware  the  friends  in  England  ardently  want 
to  be  ufeful  to  the  liberty  of  the  French,  but  we  wifh  to  know 
fome  one  of  your  friends  in  London,  in  whom  you  have  an  en- 
tire confidence,   to  whom  we  may  give  our  money,  in  the  af- 
furance  it  will   be  remitted  to  you  without  delay  and  without 
fraud.     Mr.  Froft.  to  whom  1  entruft  this  letter,  is  going  to  fee 
cut  this  day  for  Paris,  and  allows  me  no  time. 

"  I  requeft  you  to  fend  me  the  name  of  fome  Frenchman  and 
merchant  in  London.  We  can  now  begin  our  contributions  in 
one  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and  have  no  doubt  but  it  will 
hereafter  amount  to  feveral  thoufands. 

"  If  you  conhder  this  ftcp  in  the  fame  point  of  view  that  we 
co^  you  will  fee  in  it  much  advantage  to  the  public  caufe  of 
England  ?nd  France.  <  L  intreat  you  to  give  me  your  fentiments 
on  the  fubjecl,  and  to  point  out  tome  any  manner  ufeful  toyou.1' 

( 'I he  Clerk  now  reads. ) 
The  anfwer  figned  Petion,    dated  6th  of  October,  1792.    The 
hrlr  year  of  the  trench  Republic. 
"  Brethren  and  Friends, 
"  Liberty  is  a  bond  that  ought  to  unite  all  men,  and  which 
will  one  day  unite  all  nations,  Sec.     You  have  the  glorious  ad- 
vantage 
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vanfage  of  deferving  the  hatred  of  your  government.  The 
league  of  tyrants  will  never  be  able  to  fubdue  the  power  of  reafon> 
continue  your  precious  labours.  You  will  find  in  the  French, 
worthy  fellow  labourers,  honoured  by  the  fentiments  which  vou 
exprefs,  firmly  receive  the  aflurance  of  my  gratitude, 

"  Your  fellow  citizen, 

**  Petion." 
Mr.  G arrow.  {To  the  Clerk)  Read  that  letter  dated  the  firft  of 
October,    1792,    addrefled  to  J.   H.   Tocke,    figned    Renney, 
muncipal  officer  to  the  mayor  of  Paris,  in  anfwer  to  fome  letters 
of  Tooke's. 

{The   Clerk  reads.) 
t£  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
addrefs  to  me  on  the  13th.      You  can  have  no  doubt  of  my  im- 
patience to  fecond  views  fo  ufeful,  which  will  for  ever  defire  our 
gratitude,  and  draw  ciofer  the  bonds  of  fraternity  between  us. 

"  Will  fend  you  the  name  of  a  perfon  in  whofe  hands  you 
may  place  the  funds  which  you  devote  to  liberty." 

Mr,  G arrow.  {Puts  another  paper  into  the  hands  of  the  Clerk.) 
The  paper  the  Clerk  has  now  in  his  hand,  has  heen  proved  by 
Mr.  Woodfall  to  be  in  Mr.  Tooke's  hand  writing,  it  appears 
to  be  an  addrefs  to  the  prefident  of  the  F-xench  Convention, 
having  no  date  to  ic. 

{The  Clerk  reads.} 
£c  Mr.  President, 
"  Thirty  years  ago  I  travelled  in  France,  when  fhe  was  en- 
flaved.     I  received  a  thoufand  civilities,  and  was  chagrined  at 
her  deftiny. 

"  1  intreat  you  to  accept  thefe  400  livres,  and  to  place  them 
to  the  expence  of  the  war  againft  all  the  tyrants  who  have  dared, 
or  {hall  dare  to  attempt  againft  her  liberty,  without  excepting 
any  one  even  of  my  own  country.  As  to  the  debt  of  honour, 
made  me  as  a  French  citizen,  it  will  be  my  honour  to  acquit 
myfelf  o?  it,  the  reft:  of  my  life,  faithfully  and  with  zeal." 

Mr.  Attorney  General.     I  fhall   beg  your  Lordfhip's  permif- 
fion,  (I  know  it  is  a  little  out  of  the  order  of  time)  to  read  the 
fpeeches  of  St.  Andre  and  Barrere,  as  delivered  in  the  Conven- 
tion on  the  4th,  6th,  and  7th  of  January. 
{The  Clerk  reads.) 
"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for   Conflitutional  Informa- 
tion, held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Friday, 
J 8th  of  January,  1794,  prefent,  Lord  Semple  in  the  chair,  &c. 
"  Refolved,  That  citizen  St.   Andre,  a  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Convention  of  France,  being  confidered  by  us  as  one  of 
the  moft  judicious  and  enlightened  friends  of  human  liberty,  be 
admitted  an  affociated  honorary  member  of  this  fociety. 

«  Refolved, 


[     294    ] 

"  Refolved,  That  the  faid  relblution  be  publifliedln  the  neweik 
paper?. 

41  Read  a  letter  figned  Erratus,  addreffed  to  the  fecretary  of 
ihis  feciety. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  laid  effay  be  referred  to  Mr.  FToIcroft, 
for  his  perufal." 

{The  Clerk  reads  ) 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Informa- 
tion, held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Friday, 
25th  January,   1793,  prefent,  Mr.  Jennings  in  the  chair,  &c. 

"  Refolved,  That  citizen  Barrere,  a  member  of  the  National 
Convention  of  France,  being  confidered  by  us  as  one  of  the 
mo  ft  judicious  and  enlightened  friends  of  human  liberty,  be  ad- 
mitted an  affociated  honorary  member  of  this  feetety. 

"  Refolved,  That  citizen  Roland,  being  alio  confidered  by 
us  as  one  of  the  moft  judicious  and  enlightened  friends  of  human 
liberty,  be  admitted  an  honorary   member  of  this  fociety. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  faid  refolurion  be  publifhed  in  the  news- 
papers. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  fociety,  from  the  heft  in- 
formatijn  we  can  obtain,  that  the  people  of  Great  Britain  are, 
at  this  prefent  time,  utterly  averfe  to  a  war  with  France  j  and 
confider  fuch  an  event  as  a  calamity  of  the  human  race,  however 
it  may  gratify  a  confederacy  of  foreign  kimrs. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  faid  refolutions  be  publifJied  in  the 
newfpapers." 

{The  Clerk  reads.) 

<c  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Informa- 
tion, held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Fiiday 
li:  Feb.  J793.     Prefent,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  in  the  chair,  &c. 

"  Read  a  circular  letter  fiom  the  Sheffield  Society  for  Con- 
ftitutional Information. 

"  Refolved, That  the  committee  be  appointed  to  report  an  anfwer. 

"  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Hokioft,  Mr.  Tuffin, 
Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Chetvvind,  and  Captain  Harwood,  be  of  the 
committee. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  committee  meet  at  half  after  three,  in 
this  place. 

u  Refolved,  That  the  fpeeches  of  St.  Andre,  and  citizen 
Barrere,  (affociated  honorary  members  of  this  fociety)  as  given 
in  the  Gazzette  National  ou  Moniteur  Univerfelle  of  Paiis,  on 
the  4th,  6th,  and  7th  of  January,  17935  be  inferted  in  the 
books  of  this  fociety. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  faid  refolutions  be  publifhed'  in  the 
newfpapers." 

Mr.  Garrovo.  {To  Huskiffon.)  During  your  refidence  in 
Paris,  was  you  ufed  to  fee  the  Moniteur  Univerfelle  ? 

A.  Ye?, 
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A.  Yes,  I  was. 

j-3^  Look  at  thefe  and  tell  us  if  they  are  French  papers  of  the 
date  they  purporc  to  be  ? 

A.  They  have  every  appearance  ofthofe  I  have  feen  in  Paris. 

j^.  The  type  and   paper  appears  to  you  to  be  the  fame? 

A.  Yes,  they  have  every  appearance  to  be  the  papers  that  I 
took  in,  both  at  Paris  and  at  London. 

Mr*  Erskine.  I  apprehend  that  this  is  certainly  not  fufficienf 
evidence.  You  do  not  mean  to  fay,  Sir,  that  thefe  are  the 
Moniteurs  ? 

A.  By  no  means. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  Mr.  Erskine,  it  will  be  better  to  call 
another  evidence,  and  then  take  your  objection  on  the  whole 
together,  it  will  five  time. 

Joseph  be   Boffe  fworn — examined  by  Mr  Garrow. 

£K  You  are  a  bookfeller  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^j  Where  is  your  (hop  ? 

A.  In  Gerard-ftreet,  Soho. 

j|.  Your  fhop  is  principally  employed  in  the  /ale  of  French 
publications  ? 

A.  Yes,  newfpapers  and  all  forts  of  books. 

J^.  Thefe  newfpapers  come  to  you,  through  the  channel  of 
the  poft  ofEce  ? 

•  J.  Yes,  and  private  conveyances  befides ;  the  major  part  cf 
ihemcome  immediately  from  Paris,  by  poft  to  Calais,  from  Calais; 
chey  were  feat  to  Mcflrs.  Minet  and  Fectqr  at  Dover,  and  for- 
warded tome;  I  never  had  any  newfpapers  but  what  were  re- 
gularly opened  at  the  cuftom-houfe  at  Dover. 

gK   You  are  a  native  of  France,  I  believe  ? 

A.  No,  I  beg  your  pardon,  i  am  a  Swifs. 

i^.  You  underfland  French  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Was  you  acquainted  particularly  with  that  paper,  which 
had  for  its  title,  The  Paris  Gazette^  or  Univerfal  Moniteur  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  had  a  great  many  of  them. 

£K  Take  thefe  papers  in  your  hand,  did  you  ever  know  of 
any  of  thefe  French  papers,  with  the  French  tities,  and  in  that 
Ihape,  reprinted  in  England  ? 

A.  I  have  never  known  it. 

SjK  From  the  paper,  from  the  type,  and  from  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  thefe  papers  in  your  hand,  comparing  them  with 
the  recollection  of  thofe  which  have  paffed  through  your  hands 
in  the  courfe  of  trade,  do  you  believe  them  to  be  French  Mo- 
nitors conveyed  from  France  to  England  ? 

A.   Yes,  perfectly  fo,  and  more  than  that,  there  are  many 
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collections  in  this  country,  which  might  be  compared  with  them. 

j^  Is  that  French  paper  and  French  type  ? 

A.  It  is  real  French  paper  and  the  real  Paris  type  ;  I  received 
them  immediately  from  Mr.  Pikewood. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  offer  three  of  thefe  papers,  one  dated 
the  4th,  another  the  6th,  and  another  of  the  7th  of  January, 
1793,  upon  the  evidence  now  given,  which  purports  to  con- 
tain fpeeches  of  citizen  St.  Andre  and  Citizen  Barrere. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  have  no  anxiety  about  it.  I  will  leave  it 
to  the  difcretionof  the  Court. 

Lord  Chief  "Jullice.  I  think  it  is  reafonable  evidence, 

Mr.  Erskine.  It  is  wafting  the  time  of  the  Court. 
Mr.   Huskijfon  called  again. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  Take  thefe  foreign  papers,  and  Mr. 
Shelton  will  read  the  tranflation. 

A.  Barrere's  fpeech  will  take  two  hours. 

Mr,  Erskine.  They  are  now  (peaking  in  their  places,  as  the 
National  Affembly  of  France. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  Have  you  any  objection  to  Mr.  Shel- 
ton reading  the  tranflation,  and  correcting  as  he  goes  on  from 
the  witnefs.  The  view  which  I  have  in  offering  them  is,  I  ad- 
mit that  they  are  the  fpeeches  of  gentlemen  {peaking  in  their 
places  in  the  National  Affembly  in  France;  but  they  have  in- 
serted them  in  the  books  of  this  fociety  among  their  refolutions. 

Lord  Chief  Jti/l'ce.  It  is  hardly  worth  debating,  becaufe  it  is 
almoft  impoflible  to  mifunderftand  it. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  find  that  reading  fo  many  letters  from  Mr. 
Home  Tooke  to  Mr.  Frofr,  to  Petion,  and  from  Petion,  and 
fo  on,  backwards  and  forwards,  it  confutes  it  fo,  that  it  is  im- 
poflible for  us  to  take  any  account  of  them. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  We-fhail  refer  you  to  the  pages  in  the 
printed  report. 

(The  Clerk  reads  St.  Andre's  Speech,  Hujkijfon  correcting  it 
as  fallows  :) 

"  If  you  have  a  right  to  decide  on  the  fate  of  Louis,  it  is- 
becaufe  you  are  a  revolutionary  affembly,  appointed  by  the 
French  nation  in  a  ftate  of  infurrection." 

Mr,  Attorney  General.  Nov/  go  to  Barrere's  fpeech. 

"  The  queition  now  Submitted  to  your  deliberation,  is  of  the 
higheft  importance  to  public  order,  the  greateft  difficulty  in  le- 
gislation, and  of  the  utmoft.  delicacy  in  politics. 

"  The  calmnefs    which  has   prevailed  in  deliberations   for 
Some  days  pad,  forebodes  that  it  will  be  decided  according  to 
juftice  and  r'eafon.     it  will  noteScape  hiftory  this,  the  contraft 
between  the  King,  who,  arnidft  the  diffipation  of  courts,  Signed  * 
proscriptions,  and  deach- warrants  for  a  thouSand  citizens  ■,  and 

the 
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Sfhe  reprefeatativcs  of  the  people,  who  deliberate  with  wifdom 
and  caution  on  the  puuifJhment  of  a  fingle  defpot. 

"  It  is  the  deftinv  of  Kings  to  bethe  occafion  of  calamities 
x?f  the  people,  whether  they  remain  on  their  thrones  or  are  pre- 
cipitated  from  them. 

"  The  people  of  Paris,  by  making  an  holy  infurreilion  againft 
the  King  on  the  ioth  of  Auguft,  deprived  him  of  his  character  of 
inviolability.  The  people  of  the  other  departments  applauded  this 
iiifurreclion,  and  adopted  the  confequdnce  of  it.  The  people 
have  therefore  formally  interpofed  to  deftroy  this  royal  inviola- 
bility. The  tacit  confent  of  the  people  rendered  the  perfon  of 
the  King  inviolable.  The  adt  of  infurrecfion  was  a  tacit  re- 
peal of  that  confent,  and  was  founded  on  the  fame  grounds  of 
law  as  the  confent  itfelf. — The  King's  perfon  is  inviolable  only 
with  relation  to  the  other  branches  of  the  legislature,  but  not 
with  relation  to  the  people. 

"  A  convention  differs  from  an  ordinary  legislature  in  this 
refpect — A  legislature  is  only  a  fpecies  of  fuperintending  magis- 
tracy, a  moderator  of  the  powers  of  government — A  conven- 
tion is  a  perfect  reprefentation  of  the  fovereign. — The  members 
of  the  legifiative  affembly  afted  in  Auguft  upon  thefe  principles. 
; — In  fummoning  the  convention,  they  declare,  that  they  faw 
but  one  meafure  that  could  fave  France;  namely,  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  fupreme  will  of  the  people,  and  to  invite  the  peo- 
ple to  exercife  immediately  that  unalienable  right  of  fovereignty 
which  the  conftitution  had  acknowledged,  and  which  it  could 
notfubjecl:  to  any  reftricfion.  The  public  intereft  required  that 
the  people  mould  manifeft  their  will  by  the  election  of  a  National 
Convention,  formed  of  reprefentatives  invefted  by  the  people 
with  unlimited  powers. — The  people  did  manifeft  their  will  by 
the  election  of  that  convention  ;  the  convention  being  affembled, 
is  itfelf  that  fovereign  will  that  ought  to  prevail,  it  would  be 
contrary  to  every  principle  to  fuppofe  that  the  convention  is  not 
alone  exclufively  the  expreffion  of  the  general  will. 

"  The  powers  of  -the  convention  muff,  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  the  afTembly,  be  unlimited  with  refpeit  to  every  mea- 
fure of  general  fafety,  fuch  as  the  execution  of  a  tyrant. — It  is 
no  longer  a  convention  if  it  has  not  power  to  judge  the  King. 

"  A  convention  is  a  conftituent  body,  i.  e.  a/ body  that  is  to 
tnake  a  conftitution  for  the  people. — A  legislature  makes  laws 
under  an  eftablifhed  conftitution,  and  in  conformitv  to  it.  It 
is  defpotifm  when  in  the  ordinary  and  permanent,  eftabjifnment 
of  a  ftate  there  is  no  reparation  of  powers ;  but  it  is  of  the  very 
effeace  of  a  conftituent  body  to  concenter  for  the  time  all  au- 
thority.— It  is  the  very  nature  of  a  National  Convention  to  be 
the  temporary  imag^  of  the  nation.,  to  unite  in  itfelf  all  the 
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powers  of  the  ftate,  to  employ  them  againft  the  enemies  of 
liberty,  and  to  diftribute  them  in  a  new  fecial  compact,  called  a 
conftitution  ! 

"  Behold  that  conftituent  afTembly  which  laid  the  fkft  foun- 
dations of  your  liberty  ;  behold  that  revolutionary  genius  which 
broke  through  every  impediment,  exceeded  its  delegated  au- 
thority, created  its  own  powers  according  to  the  exigencies  of 
liberty,  and  to  the  occafional  wants  of  the  people  ;  destroyed  all 
prejudices  by  the  force  of  that  public  opinion  to  which  it  gave 
birth,  obliterated  all  privileges,  abolifhed  all  the  parliaments, 
changed  the  form  and  tenure  of  all  property,  as  well  as  the 
meafureand  fign  of  all  value,  and  made  a  perjured  King  its  pri- 
soner !  Nothing  was  wanting  to  immortalize  that  afTembly  but 
to  have  delivered  France  from  that  calamity  of  kingly  govern- 
ment, and  to  have  relieved  you  from  the  duty  of  judging  the 
laft  of  your  Kings.  With  this  example  before  your  eyes, 
you  befitate  even  in  the  firft  ftep  of  your  duty.  Am  I  then  no 
longer  in  the  midft  of  that  National  Convention,  whofe  honour- 
able miffion  it  was  to  deftroy  Kings  and  royalty  ?" 
(The  Clerk  reads.) 

"  At  the  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Informa- 
tion, held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Friday, 
February  15,  I793>  prefent,  Mr.  Read  in  the  chair,  &c. 

"  Read  a  letter  from  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information 
at  Birmingham,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

"  Our  fociety  requefts  the  favour  of  your  admitting  the  fol- 
lowing twelve  perfons,  whofe  names  are  fubferibed,  to  be  in- 
rolled  members  of  your  fociety,  for  the  purpofe  of  correfponding 
with  yours,  and  every  other  fimilar  inftitution  in  the  nation, 
for  the  better  regulating  our  meafures  and  receiving  inlirucTtions. 
Wifhing  you  all  the  fuccefs  your  laudable  undertaking  deferves, 
"  We  are,  with  fmcerity, 

"  Your  fellow-citizens  and  friends." 

tc  Refolved,  That  the  twelve  members  of  the  Birmingham 
Society  for  Conftitutional  Information,  recommended  in  the 
faid    letter,    be   admitted    afibciated  members  of   this  fociety. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  faid  letter  and  the  election  of  the  faid 
twelve  members,  be  publifhed  in  the  newfpapers,  exclufive  of 
their  names." 

Mr.  Garrow,  I  now  propofe  to  produce  a  paper  received 
from  Birmingham,  found  in  the  pofTeffion  of  Mr.  Adams,  dated 
20th  March,   1793. 

j£>.  {To  Maclean — a  paper  Jheivn  him)  Be  fo  good  to  look  at 
that  paper,  and  tell  me  whether  you  found  that  among  Mr. 
Adams's  papers  ? 

J,  Yes,  I  did. 
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(The  letter  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
Dated  Birmingham,  March  25,  1793,  figned  John  Kilminfter, 
Secretarv,  and  addreiled  to  Mr.  D,  Adams,  No.  4,  Tooke's- 
court,  Chancery-lane,  London  : 

"  Sir, 

"  At  the  requeft  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Infor- 
mation, I  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  where- 
by it  appears  that  your  fociety  have  acceded  to  our  requeft,  . 
by  electing  the  perfens  (whofe  names  you  were  furnifhed  with) 
as  aflbciated  members  of  your  fociety,  for  which  we  beg  you 
to  accept  our  united  thanks,'  and  beft  wifhes  that  you/  fociety 
may  go  on  to  accumulate  a  mafs  of  true  patriots,  whofe  prin- 
ciples may  not  be  fubverted  by  intereft,  or  conquered  by  fear. 

"  This  fociety  offers  with'  gratitude  their  thanks  and  com- 
mendations to  *>- ,  Efq.  for  the  prefent  accom- 
panying your  letter,  but  more  particularly  for  his  zeal  in  the 
caufe  of  freedom,  which  cannot  be  promoted  bur  by  the  free  ufe 
of  the  prefs,  which  we  truft  wij)  never  be  reftiained  from 
Britons.  Another  letter  accompanies  this,  containing  a  few 
particulars,  which  we  doubt  not  jfu  will  perufe  with  pleafure*. 
VVill  write  you  further  on  that  fubject  fhortly. 
"  I  anV  &c/ 

"  John  Kilminster,  Secretary."*1 

Mr.  Garrow.  I  now  return  to  the  15th  of  March  1793. 
(The  Clerk  reads.) 

K  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information 
htld  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor-Tavern,  Strand,  Friday*  March 
15th,   1793,  prefent,  Captain  Harwood  in  the  chair,    &c. 

"  Read  a  letter  from  the  ConftitutioirJ  Society  at  Sheffield,, 
inclofing  the  reiolutions  of  February  13th  laft. 

41  Refolved,Thatthe  fecretary  be  intruded  to  return  the  thanks 
of  this  fociety,  toj  the  Society  of  Conftitutional  Information 
at  Sheffield,  for  their  communication,  and  to  acquaint  them 
that  this  fociety  perfectly  agree  with  them  in  their  feritftnentS 
with  -refpecl:  to  the  calamities  of  war  in  general  ;  and  that  they 
concur  with  them  in  thinking  that  the  thanks  of  the  com- 
munity at  large  are  due  to  all  thole  who  have  exerted  them-, 
felves  to  prevent  the  prefent  war. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  fociety  be  given  to  Joel 
Barlow  and  John  Froft,  for  their  conduct  in  the  prefentation 
of  the  addrefs  of  this  Society  to  the  National  Convention-of 
France  ;  and  that  Mr.  Froft  be  affured  that  our  regard  for 
him  is  not  leffened,  but  increafed,  by  the  professions  and  per- 
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fecutions  which  his  faithful  and  due  difcharge  of  that  commifliou 
may  bring  upon  him. 

"  Ordered,  that  thefe  refolutinns  be  printed  in  the  newfpapers. 

"  Received  a  letter  from  Edinburgh  from  a  moft  refpectable 
correfpondent,  giving  an  account  of  a  trial  of  fome  lady  theres 
on  a  charge  of  attempting  to  feduce  the  foldiery." 

(The  Clerk  reads.) 

tc  At  the  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conflitutional  Infor- 
mation, held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  Strand,  Friday, 
March  22,   1793,  prefent,  Mr.  Symonds  in  the  chair,  Sec. 

"  Read  a  letter  upon  the  political  focieties  of  Norwich. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  confederation  of  the  faid  letter  be  poll- 
poned  till  the  next  meeting. 

J^>.  (To  Maclean)  Did  you  find  this  at  Mr.  Adams's  houfe  l" 

A.  Yes._ 

{The  Clerk  reads.) 
A  letter,  dated  March  5,  1793  ;  figned  J.  Brough{:on,  addreffed 

to  Mr.  D.  Adams,  No.  4,    Tooke's- court,  Chancery-lane, 

London. — See  page  113  of  ibis  work, 

Mr.  Garrozv.  Your  LorcUhips  obferyed,  in  the  minutes  of  the 
laft  meeting,  the  confederation  of  this  letter  was  poiftponed  for 
further  confederation  ;  I  read  the  minutes  of  the  next,  to  fhew 
it  was  again  poftponed  for  further  confederation, 

(The  Clerk  read*. ) 

"■At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conflitutional  Information^ 
held  'at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  in  the  Strand,  Friday, 
March  29,   1793,  prefent,  Captain  Harwood  in  the  chair,  8cc. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  confederation  of  the  letter  from  the 
United  Political  Society  at  Norwich,  be  deferred  till  next 
meeting." 

Mr.  Garroiv.  Now  go  to  the  next  meeting,  and  you  wiM 
find  it  again  poftponed. 

(The  Clerk  reads.) 

a  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conflitutional  Information, 
held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  April  5,  17933 
Captain  Harwood  in  the  chair,  &c. 

*•}  Refolved,That  the  cpnfideration  of  the  letter  from  the  United 
Political  Societies  of  Norwich  mall  be  re-poffponed,  and  that 
Mr.  Froff.  (hall  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  anfwer. 

"  Refolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  Simon  Butler,  Efq. 
and  Oliver  Hond,  Efq.  expreflive  of  the  high  fenfe  we  entertain 
of  their  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  ;  and  to  affure  them., 
that  we  coniider  the  imprifonmenr.  they  at  prefent  fuffer  on  that 
account,  as  illegal  and  unconstitutional,  The  following  letter 
was  produced  and  read. 

<c  GENTLEMEN, 
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"  Gentlemen, 

**  It  is  not  eafy  for  men,  who  feel  flrongly  and  fmcerely,  to 
convey  thofe  feelings  by  letter,  we  therefore  rely  on  your  con- 
ceiving for  us  much  of  that  which  we  are  unable  to  exprefs  to 
you.  We  think,  however,  that  we  {hall  be  guilty  of  a  great 
©million,  did  we  neglect  the  opportunity  of  fending  you,  by  Mr. 
Hamilton  Rowan,  the  honeft  tribute  of  our  eftegm  and  admira- 
tion for  your  brave  and  manly  refinance  to  the  ufurped  jurif- 
didtion  of  Jrifh  ariftocracy. 

"  Permit  us  to  offer  you  our  thanks,  and  our  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment of  your  efforts  in  what  we  confider  as  a  common  caufe, 
while  we  lament  our  inability  of  proving  ourfelves  ufeful  in  your 
defence. 

*c  Although  we  are  of  different  kingdoms,  frill  we  are  but 
one  people ;  and  as  the  freedom  of  one  continent  has  already 
fpread  its  influence  to  Europe,  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  we  are 
perfuaded  that  the  eftablifhment  of  defpotifm  in  Ireland  muft  end 
in  the  ftevery  of  Great-Britain.  But  the  light  of  liberty  is  not 
confined  to  one  fhore  or  one  latitude, 

"  We  know  that  it  is  eafier  to  admire  than  to  practife  thofe 
virtues  that  tend  to  the  public  benefit.  Yet  fo  long  as  the  exer- 
tions of  a  few  courageous  men  muft  influence  the  minds  of  at 
ieafir the  independent  and  thinking  part  of  the  community,  we 
are  afiured  that  their  labour  is  not  fruitlefs.  We  truft,  there- 
fore, the  time  will  foon  arrive,  when  the  abufe  of  power  in  either 
nation  will  have  no  other  confequence  than  the  ruin  of  thofe 
who  have  committed  that  injuftice.  We  hope,  and  we  doubt 
not,  of  foon  feeing  the  day,  when  the  poft  of  honour  (hall  be  no 
longer  that  of  obliquy  and  puniihment,  but  when  thofe  who  have 
rifqued  their  liberty  and  fortune  in  the  caufe  of  their  country- 
men, may  find  protection  in  the  undifputed,  uninterrupted  exer- 
cife  of  trial  by  jury,  with  a  full  and  adequate  reprefentation  of 
the  people  in  parliament. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  faid  letter  be  figned  by  the  Secretary 
and  Chairman,  and  that  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  be  requested  to' 
convey  the  fame  to  Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Bond." 
{The  Clerk  reads.) 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information, 
held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand.  Mr.  Froft  read 
an  anfwer  to  the  letter  received  from  the  United  Political  So- 
cieties at  Norwich. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  faid  anfwer  be  fent  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  faid  focieties. 

"  Mr.  Froft  read  an  anfwer  (directed  to  be  prepared  by  him) 
tQ  the  letter  received  from  Mr,  Broughton,  of  Birmingham. 

«  Read 
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<4  Read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  to  the  Secretary 

of  this  fociety. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  faid  letter  be  entered  in  the  books  of  this 
fccie4  \ . 

E4  Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan  prefents  his  compliments  to  Mr. 
•Aoims  ,  he  did  intend  to  have  done  himfelf  the  pleafure  of  wait- 
ing on  him,  but  has  been  fo  intolerably  hurried  by  private  bufi- 
nefs  as  to  have  been  prevented  from  his  purpof;,  and  fears  he 
fhail  not  have  it  in  his  power  before  he  leaves  this  town  for  Ire- 
land, which  will  be  either  on  Monday  evening  or  early  on  Tuef- 
day  morning.  He  knows  that  no  morepleafurahle  ieiiiation  ca« 
be  received  by  Meff.  Butler  and  Bond,  as  well  as  by  all  thofe 
gentlemen  who  are  ading  with  them,  and  who,  though  not  un- 
der preient,  are  liable  to  future  profecution,  than  the  counte- 
nance and  iupport  of  thole  who  are  really  engaged  in  the  caufe 
of  man  in  general,  and  fuch  we  brieve  the  members  of  the  So- 
ciety for  Conilitutional  Information  to  be,  and  as  fuch  H.  R. 
in  particular  will  remember  the  kind  fraternity  with  which  he 
had  the  honour  of  being  received  by  them  ;  and,  as  a  member 
of  the  United  Irifhmen  of  Dublin,  would  be  happy  to  have  it 
in  his  power  to  return  the  compliment  in  his  own  country. 

"   Olborne's  Hotel,  Adeiphi,  April  7,  1793.*' 

Mr,  ErJJ::ne.  My  Lord,  it  is  now  ten  04'clock  at  night,  and 
my  learned  friend  Mr.  Gibbs  feels  himfelf  fo  extremely  indif- 
pofed,  that  an  adjournment  would  be  extremely  defirable  to 
him  ;  your  Lordfhip  will  recollect  that  the  prifoner's  counfel  have 
a  much  harder  duty  to  perform  than  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide,  becaufe  their  number  being  fo  great,  one  can  be  occafionally 
abfent  for  a  whole  day;  but  there  being  only  two  for  the  pri- 
foner,  neither  of  them  can  be  fpared. 

Lsrd  Cbkf  J 11 /lice.  We  are  forry,  Mr.  Gibbs,  for  the  caufe 
of  your  api^lc.uion,  but  we  had  rather  give  you  an  hour  to- 
il orrow.  uniefs  you  have  occafion  to  confult.  1  am  fure  neither 
Mi'.  *  ri-k'ne  nor  )our  client  will  object  to  your  retiring  now. 

Mr.  E"Jki)ie.  My  Lord,  I  certainly  wifh  Mr.  Gibbs  to  retire 
now  ;  I  aik  no  indulgence  for  myfelf ;  all  I  ask  is,  that  when  the 
evidence  for  the  pfofccuiion  is  clofed,  your  Lordfhip  will  allow 
\is  ferae  time  to  bring  this  chaos  of  evidence  into  form,  before 
tve  r.re  called  upon  for  our  defence. 

Mr.  Gafro-j.  We  are  difpofed  to  Jo  every  thing  that  is  rea- 
foiiablefor  the  accommodation  of  the  prifoner's  counfel,  but  we 
cannot  make  any  promife  on  that  point  before-hand.  I  hope  the 
Coust  will  not  be  drawn  into  an  anfwer  to  that  haftily. 

Lord  Cb'u-f  "J?. ijlhe.  We  are  difpofed  to  give  every  reafonable 
•al'owance  that  public  juftice  will  admit  of.  I  faid  yefterday  it 
would  be  quite  nnpeilible  to  fet  a  precife  time;  we  fhall  be  able 

to 
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to  judge  when  the  moment  comes,  in  which  it  will  be  proper  for 
you  to  make  your  dercnce.  I  will  allow  you  as  much  indulgence 
as  poffible — in  the  mean  time  the  counfei  for  the  Crown  may  go 
on  with  their  evidence. 

Mr.  Garroiv.  We  will  now  read  the  anfwer  which  the  laffc 
minutes  fpeak  of,  as  prepared  by  Mr.  Froft  to  be  lent  tc  1 
Kiingham, 

£}K  (To  Maclean.)  Did  you  find  that  paper  at  Mr.  Adams's 
houfe  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 

{Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 
"  Sir,  16th  April,  1794. 

"  We  have  to  acknowledge,  with  great  fatisf action,  the  ietttf 
which  you  favoured  us  with,  dated  the  5th  initant,  relative  to  (he 
molt  deiirable  of  all  other  objects,  the  reform  of  parliamentary 
reprefentation.  The  honour  you  do  us  in  fuppofmg  that  we  are 
better  fitted  than  yourfelves  for  the  promotion  of  political  know- 
ledge we  muft  difciaim,  becaufe  we  obferve  with  the  greateic 
pleafure  that  our  country  correfpondents  have  too  much  zeal  and 
information  to  want  fuccefs  in  their  public  endeavours,  whether 
at  Norwich,  at  Sheffield,  at  Mancheffer,  or  elfewhere  through- 
out the  nation.  In  our  fincerity  for  the  good  of  our  country  we 
truft  that  we  are  ail  equal,  and  as  iuch  we  doubt  not  of  our  ul- 
timate fuccefs. 

"  We  fee,  with  forrow,  the  exiitence  of  thofe  evils  which  you 
fo  juftly  reprefent  as  the  ftreams  of  corruption  overflowing  this 
once  free  and  profperous  country.  We  fee,  with  furprize  and 
abhorrence,  that  men  are  to  be  found  both  able  and  willing  tc 
fuppbrt  thofe  corruptions.  It  is,  however,  no-fmail  confolation 
to  find  that  others  are  not  wanting,  in  every  point  of  the  nation, 
of  an  oppofite  character,  who  are  ready  to  remedy,  by  all  laud- 
able  and  honourable  means,  the  defect  inour  reprefentation,  the 
ufurped  extenfion  of  the  duration  of  parliaments,  and  other 
grievances,  fuch  as  you  notice  in  your  letter. 

"  That  the  constitution  of  England  has  no  more  of  that  cha- 
racter it  once  poffefied  ;  that  the  fuppofed  democracy  of  the 
country  has  become  a  matter  of  property  and  privilege;  and  that 
we  have  therefore  no  longer  that  mixed  government  which  our 
adverfaries  are  praifmg,  when  they  know  it  is  no  longer  in  our 
poffeflion,  are  facts  notorious  and  induputable.  Where  then 
are  we  to  look  for  the  remedy  ?  To  that  parliament  of  which  we 
complain,  to  the  executive  power,  which  is  implicitly  obeyed, 
if  not  anticipated,  in  that  parliament ;  or  to  ourfelves,  rcpre- 
fented  in  fome  meeting  of  delegates  for  the  extenfive  purpofe  of 
reform,  which  we  fuppole  you  uuderiland  by  the  term  Con- 
vention, 

"  It 
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<c  Tt  is  the  end  of  each  of  thefe  proportions  that  we  ought 
to  look  to ;  and  as  fuccefs  in  a  good  caufe  muft  be  the  effecT:  of 
perfeverance,  and  the  rifing  reafon  of  the  time,  let  us  determine 
with  coolnefs,  but  let  us  perfevere  with  decilion.  As  to  a  con- 
vention, we  regard  it  as  a  plan  the  moll  defirable  and  moll  prac- 
ticable, fo  foon  as  the  great  body  of  the  people  fhall  be  courage- 
ous and  virtuous  enough  to  join  us  in  the  aitempt. 

"  Hitherto  we  have  no  reafon  to  believe  that  the  moment  is 
arrived  for  that  purpofe. — As  to  any  petition  to  the  Crown,  we 
believe  it  hopeleis  in  its  confequences. — Withrefpeif.  to  the  laft 
of  your  piopofals,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  advife.  If  the  event  is 
looked  to  in  the  vote  which  may  be  obtained  from  that  body  to 
whom  this  petition  is  to  be  addre/Ted,  which  of  us  can  look  to  it 
without  the  profpect  of  an  abfolute  negative  ?  in  this  point  of 
view  therefore  it  cannot  require  a  moment's  confederation.  But 
if  we  regard  the  policy  of  fuch  a  petition,  it  may,  in  our  appre- 
henfion,  be  well  worth  confidering  as  a  warning  voice  to  our 
prefent  legiflators,  and  as  a  fignal  for  imitation  to  the  majority 
of  the  people.  Should  fuch  a  plan  be  vigoroufly  and  generally 
purfued,  it  would  hold  out  a  certainty  to  our  fellow  countrymen 
that  we  are  not  a  handful  of  individuals  unworthy  of  attention 
or  confidcration,  who  defire  the  refloration  of  the  ancient  liber- 
ties of  England'^  but,  on  the  contrary,  ir  might  bring  into  light 
that  hofl  of  well-meaning  men,  who,  in  the  different  towns  and 
counties  of  this  realm,  are  iilently  but  ferioufly  anxious  for  re- 
formation in  the  government. 

"  We  exhort  you,  with  anxiety,  to  purfue  your  laudable  en* 
deavtaurs  for  the  common  good,  and  never  to  defpair  of  the 
public  caufe. 

•     "  We  are,  &c. 
"  Signed  by  order,  in  the  name  of  the  Society  for 
"  Conititutional  Information,    . 

"  D.  Adams,  Secretary.'* 

Mr.  Garroiv.  I  will  now  put  in  a  letter,  the  original  of  which 
was  found  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Norwich  So- 
ciety ;  it  is  a  draft  feht  from  the  Norwich  Society  to  the  Confti- 
tutional  Society  for  their  approbation. 

Jamfs  Walsh  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Garrow. 

jp.  Did  you  go  for  the  purpofe  of  apprehending  Mr.  Saint, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Norwich  Conititutional  Society  ? 

A.  No,  1  did  not.  I  was  prefent  when  the  wai  rant  was  ex  j 
cuted. 

j^   Did  you  fee  any  papers  feized  ? 

A.  I  feized  them  myfelf. 

i^.   Did  you  put  your  name  upon  them  ? 

A*  Yes. 
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^.  In  his  houfe  ? 

A.   Yes.    ^ 

Q.  Is  that  one  of  them  ?  {A  paper  jhewn  him.) 

A.  I  took  this  paper  with  others,  in  his  houfe.  It  is  a&» 
dreffed  to  Mr.  J.  Brcughton,  St.  Mary's  church,  Strand. 

J$>j  Can  you  prove  the  hand  writing  ? 

A,  I  cannot. 

(77;^  Clerk  reach.") 

"  At  the  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Informa- 
tion, held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Friday, 
25th  of  October,   1793,  Prefent,  Mr.  Bryan  in  the  chrir,  &c. 

"  Read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Purfer  the  Secretary  to  the  Society 
for  Conftitutional  Information  at  Coventry,  accompanied  with 
fome  addrefl.es  from  the  faid  fociety. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  fociety  be  returned  to 
the  Coventry  fociety  for  their  communication. 

"  Mr.  Sinclair  read  a  letter  with  an  addrei's  from  Mr.  Skir- 
ving,  fecretary  to  the  Convention  of  the  Friends  for  the  Peo- 
ple, in  Scotland,  to  Mr.  Hardy  the  fecretary  to  the  London  Cor- 
refponding  Society. 

"  Refolved,  That  an  extraordinary  general  meeting  of  this 
fociety  be  called  for  Monday  next,  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
Tavern,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  to  confider  the  utility 
and  propriety  of  fending  delegates  to  a  convention  of  delegates 
of  the  different  focieties  in  Great  Britain,  to  be  held  at  Edin- 
burgh, for  the'purpofe  of  obtaining  a  parliamentary  reform. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  fubftance  of  the  motion  be  inferted  in 
the  letter." 

{The  Clerk  reads.) 

**c  At  an  extraordinary  genera},  meeting  of  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information,  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Ta- 
vern, Strand,  Monday,  28th  of  October,  1793.  Prefent,  Mr. 
^Sinclair  in  the  chair,  &c. 

"  Read  addrefies  to  the  Friends  of  the  People  for  parliamen- 
tary reform,  figned  William  Skirving,  fecretary  to  the  general 
convention  at  Edinburgh. 

"  Refolved,  That  this  fociety  do  fend  delegates  to  the  en-' 
fuing  convention  to  be  held  in  Edinburgh,  for  promoting  a  re- 
form in  parliament 

"  Refolved,  That  two  members  of  this  fociety  be  elected  as 
delegates  to  the  faid  convention. 

«  Refolved,  That  the  fecretary  do  deliver  to  the  delegates 
appointed  by  this  fociety,  to  reprefent  them  in  the  convention 
at  Edinburgh,  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  25th  and  28th 
inftant,  by  which  they  are  appointed  to  that  office. 

Qjj  4<  Inflections 
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*'  Inftruclions  to  the  delegates." 

Mr.  Garrow.  It  may  be  neceflary  to  put  in  the  original  draft 
of  thole  inftrudticns  in  which  there  are  material  alterations. 
Mr.  Adams  called  in  again. 

Mr.  Garroiv.  Look  at  that  {a  paper  Jlnwn)  and  fee  if  the  fig* 
nature  is  yours. 

A.  Yes,  it  has  my  name  on  it  amongfl  others. 

£jK  In  whofe  hand  writing  is  the  letter  itfelf  ? 

A.  It  is  my  own,  all  of  it  except  the  names  of  the  mefTengers. 

£K  Be  fo  good  as  look  if  this  is  the  draft  of  the  inftructtons, 
originally  prepared  for  the  delegates,  and,  from  which  your  en- 
try yvas  afterwards  made  ? 

A.  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  fay,  from  the  length  of  time. 

<$K  It  was  found  among  your  papers,  we  have  heard  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Look  at  it  and  fee  what  it  purports  to  be,  what  do  you 
take  it  to  be  ? 

A>  I  fhould  not  know,  but  there  is  my  own  hand  writing  z% 
the  bottom.     Otherwife  I  fhould  not  reccoliecl:  it  at  all. 

j^.  {Looking  at  it.)  Do  you  believe  it  to  be  an  original  mi- 
nute prepared  to  be  transferred  into  the  book  of  the  fociety? 
Does  it  appear  to  be  fuch  an  original  minute  ? 

A.  It  appears  this  paper  was  what  I  mould  tranferibe,  but  it 
has  fo  many  interlineations  fince,  that  I  cannot  fpeak  to  it. 

Mr.  Erskine.  Can  you  tell  how  it  came  interlined  ? 

A.  I  cannot. 

Q  Or  whether  you  wrote  another  copy,  that  being  inter- 
lined ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  that. 

Mr.  Garrow.  if  you  fee  it  agreeable  to  thefe  correcYionss 
would  you  not  believe  it  then  ?  * 

Lord  Prefident.  That  is  reafoning  him  into  a  belief.  He  does 
fwcar  that  this  is  a  rough  draught. 

£>.  {To  witnefs.)  You  don't  know  any  of  the  interlineations  ?. 

A.  I  do  not. 

$%j  You  know  the  paper,  for  there  is  your  own  hand  writ- 
ing ?     ' 

A.  There  is. 

Mr,  Garrow.  What  T  propofe  to  do  is,  as  the  fair  copy  is 
read,  to  point  out  to  your  Lordfhip,  how  it  flood  before  thefe 
alterations. 

It  ftood  originally,  Inftru&ions  to  the  delegates,  "  the  de- 
legates were  inftruited,  on  the  part  of  this  fociety,  to  ailift  in 
bringing  forward  a  petition  or  petitions  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, for  the  purpofe  of  procuring  an  enquiry  in  the  faid  houfe, 
ia  tjie  fiate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  fubjects  of  Great  Bri- 
tain 
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tain  in  parliament."     That  is  now  flruclc  out,  I  will  now  read 
it  as  it  ftands  at  prefent. 

(The  Clerk  read?  ) 

a  The  delegates  are  inftructed  on  the  part  of  this  fociety  to 
affift  in  bringing  forward  andfupportingany  conftitutional  mea- 
fures  for  procuring  a  real  reprelentation  of  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  parliament. 

"  That  in  fpecifing  the  redrefs  to  be  demanded  of  exif'ng 
abufes  the  delegates  ought  never  to  loofe  fight  of  the  two  elien- 
tial  principles,  general  luffrage  and  annual  reprefentation,  to- 
gether with  the  unalienable  right  in  the  people  to  reform,  and 
that  a  reafonable  and  known  compenfation  ought  to  be  made  to 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  by  a  national  contribution." 

Mr.  Garroiv.  It  flood  before  "  that  they  fhall  alfo  demand  in 
fuch  petition  or  petitions  a  fpeciflc  remedy  for  the  paffc,  prefent, 
and  poflible  abufes  in  the  prefent  fyftem  of  reprefentation,  and 
an  avowal  of  the  right  of  internal  reform  ;  that  in  fpecifing  the 
principles  upon  which  redrefs  ought  to  be  demanded,  the  dele- 
gates had  particular  relation  to  thefe  expreffed  in  Mr.  Pitt's 
fpeeches  before  he  was  a  placeman,  in  the  Duke  of  Richmond's 
letter  to  Colonel  Sharman  before  he  was  a  miniffer,  and  Mr. 
Flood's  fpeech  upon  his  motion  for  a  reform  in  parliament,  but, 
above  all,  in  the  conftitutional  ftriclures  contained  in  the  defence 
of  John  Home  Tooke,  at  the  fuit  of  Charles  James  Fo?r,  in  art 
action  for  debt ;  and  that  the  delegates  do  demand  a  right  of  vot- 
ing for  members  of  parliament  in  favour  of  all  perfons,  not  in- 
fants, paupers,  lunatics,  placemen  or  peufioners,  and  not  incapa- 
citated by  crimes,  and  the  voting  ought  only  to  be  in  places  and 
diftricls  of  the  refidence  of  the  voters  ;  that  the  time  of  election 
ought  to  be  fhort,  and  the  collection  of  votes  be  made  in  as 
many  different  places  in  a  difiricl:,  immediately  as  may  be 
convenient,  or  accurately  taken,  and  at  one  and  the  fame  time  ; 
and  efTentially,  and  above  all,  the  parliamentought  to  be  annual/' 
(  The  Clerk  reads. ) 

"  That  the  delegates  do  punctually  correfpond  with  the  fo- 
ciety for  the  purpofe  of  communication,  information,  and  of 
receiving  fuch  further  inflruclions  as  the  exigency  may  require. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  above  be  the  direction  to  the  delegates. 

"  Refolved,  That  (even  guineas  be  allowed  to  each  of  the 
delegates  for  travelling,  and  a  fum  not  exceeding  three  guineas 
per  week,  each,  be  allowed  to  them  during  the  fitting  of  the 
convention  of  delegates  ;  and  that  a  fubfeription  be  now  opened 
for  that  purpofe,  and  that  the  fecretary  be  requefted  to  for- 
ward the  fame. 

"  Refolved,  that  the  proceedings  of  Friday  the  2.5th,  and 
Q^q  2  Monday 
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Monday   28th  of  Oftober,  1793,  be  figned  by  the  chairm?!* 
stnd  fecretary. 

"  Refolded,  That  the  fecretary  be  requeued  to  write  to  the 
different  focieties  with  which  this  fociety  is  in  correfpondence, 
informing  them  that  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  to- 
gether with  this  fociety, .  have  eledled  delegates  to  the  conven- 
tion of  delegates  to  meet  at  Edinburgh,  on  the  29th  inftant, 
and  \o  requeit  their  concurrence  in  this  important  meafure." 

Mr.  Garrcxv.  We   will   pafs  over  the  meeting  of  the  6th  of 
December,  and  come  to  the  17th  of  January. 
{The  Clerk  reads. ) 

iC  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Informa- 
tion, held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  17th  of 
January,  1794,  Pref  nt,  Mr.  John  HorneTookein  the  chair,  ckc. 

"  Refolved,  That  law  ceafes  to  be  an  obje£r.  of  obedience 
whenever  it  becomes  an  inftrument  of  oppreffion. 

"  Refolved,  That  we  recall  to  mind,  with  the  deepeft  fatif- 
fa£tion,  the  merited  fate  of  the  infamous  Jeffries,  once  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  of  England,  who,  at  the  asra  of  the  glorious  re- 
volution, for  the  many  iniquitous  fentences  which  he  had  paffed, 
was  torn  to  pieces  by  a  brave  and  injured  people. 

"  Refolved,  That  thofe  who  imitate  his  example  deferve  his 
fate." 

"  Mr.  Tooke  having  left  the  chair,  Mr.  Gerald  ivas  called  to  it. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  Tweed,  though  it  may  divide  countries, 
ought  not  and  does  not  make  a  fepatation  between  thofe  princi- 
ples of  common  feverity  in  which  Knglifhmen  and  Scotfmen 
are  equally  interested,  that  injuftice  in  Scotland  is  injuftice  in 
England,  and  that  the  fafety  of  Englifhmen  is  endangered 
whenever  their  brethren  of  Scotland,  for  a  conduct  which  en- 
titles them  to  the  approbation  of  all  wife  and  the  fupport  of  all 
brave  men,  are  fentenced  to  Botany  Bay,  a  punifhment  hither- 
to inflicted  only  on  felons. 

"  Refolved,  That  we  fee  with  regret,  but  we  fee  without 
fear,  that  the  period  is  faff  approaching  when  the  liberties  of 
Britons  muff  depend  not  upon  leafon,  to  which  they  have  long 
appealed,  nor  on  their  powers  of  expreffing  it,  but  on  their  firm 
and  undaunted  reiblution  to  oppofe  tyranny  by  the  fame  means 
by  which  it  is  exercifed, 

"  Refolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  conduct  of  ths  Bri- 
tifh.  Convention,  who,  though  afiailed  by  force,  have  not 
been  -ifwered  by  argument  ;  and  who,  sinlike  the  members  of 
a  certain  aifembly,  have  no  interefr,  diftin£t  from  the  common 
body  of  the  people. 

lt  Refolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  refolutions  be  tranf- 

mkted 
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mitted  to  citizen  William  Skirving,  fecretary  to  the  Srltifh 
Convention,  who  is  now  imprifoned  under  colour  of  law,  in 
the  Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  refolutions  now  paffed,  be  publifhcd  in 
the  newfpapers. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  refolutions  now  paffed,  be  figned  by 
the  chairman  and  fecretary. 

"  Read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hardy,  fecretary  to  the  London 
Correfponding  Society." 

Mr.  Garrow,  That  letter  of  Mr.  Hardy's  was  read  this 
morning,  flating  an  anniverfary  dinner  at  the  Crown  and  An* 
chor  Tavern,  on  the  20th  of  January. 

Mr.  Erskine.  Yes,  that  was  read  this  morning. 
(The  Clerk  reach.) 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  fociety  for  Confiitutional  Information, 
held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Friday  24th 
January,   1794,  prefent  Mr.  John  Pierfon  in  the  chair,  tec. 

"  A  motion  was  made,  that  it  be  refolved  that  the  mofi  ex- 
cellent addrefs  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  be  inferted 
in  the  books  of  this  Society,  and  that  the  King's  Speech  to  his 
parliament  be  inferted  under  it,  in  order  that  they  may  be  both 
always  ready  for  the  perpetual  reference  of  the  members  of  this 
fociety  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  unfortunate  war  ; 
and  that  (in perpetuam  rei  memoriam)  they  may  be  printed  to- 
gether in  one  fheet,  at  the  happy  conclufion  of  it ;  which  happy 
conclufion,  according  to  the  prefent  profperous  appearances, 
we  hope  and  believe  not  to  be  many  months  diftant. 

"  An  amendment  was  moved,  that  between  the  words  (his) 
and  (  Parliatnent)  the  word  (honourable)  fhould  be  inferted. 
Honourable  was  withdrawn,  and  another  amendment  was  then 
moved,  that  between  the  words  (his)  and  (parliament)  the 
word  (faithful)  fhould  be  inferted,  faithful  was  withdrawn. 

K  And  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  his  and  his  only  is 
the  proper  epithet  for  parliament  upon  the  prefent  occafion. 

"  The  refolution  then  paffed  unanimoufly  in  its  original 
form. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  London  Correfponding  Society  have  de» 
^erved  well  of  the  country. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  ordered  to  caufe  40,000 
copies  of  the  addrefs,  the  fpeech,  and  thefe  refolutions  to  be 
printed  in  one  fheet  and  properly  diftributed  in  England,  Ire- 
land; and  Scotland. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  fociety  be  given  to  Earl 
Stanhope,  for  endeavouring  to  put  a  flop  to  the  prefent  unfor- 
tunate war. 

«  Refolved 
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"  Refolved,  That  thefe  refolutions  be  publifhed  in  the  news- 
papers." 

(Mr.  White  reads.) 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Informa- 
tion, held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  7th  Fe- 
bruary,  1794,  prefent  Dr.   Kentifh  in  the  chair,  &c. 

"  Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  refolutions  palled  at  the  meet- 
ing, 24th  January  laft,  be  fent  to  the  Edinburgh  Gazetteer, 
for  infertion,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  feveial  refolutions  re- 
ceived by  this  fociety,  from  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 

"  It  was  then  moved,  that  a  circular  letter  be  fent  to  each 
fe&ion  of  this  fociety,  requefting  their  amftance  for  the  fund 
fubfcribed  for  them  imprifoned  at  Edinburgh. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  delircd  to  write  the  faid 
letter." 

(The  Clerk  reads.) 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Informa- 
tion, held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  7th 
March,   1794,  Mr.  Froft  in  the  chair. 

"  Mr.  Tooke  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  this  Society,  move,  that  two  books  mould  be  opened, 
one  of  them  bound  in  black,  in  which  mail  be  entered  all  the 
enormities  of  thofe  who  deferve  the  cenfure  ;  and  in  the  other, 
the  merits  of  thofe  who  deferve  the  gratitude  of  the  fociety." 
(The  Clerk  reads.) 

<c  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information, 
held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  28th  March,' 
I794,  Mr.   John  Pierfon  in  the  chair. 

"  Read  a  letter  from  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 

"  Refolved,  That  the  fame  be  entered  on  the  books  of  the 
Society,  (See  the  Letter  and  Refolutions  thereon,  pages  151,  152, 
and  153  of  this  work.) 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  fit  and  proper,  and  the  duty  of  this 
fociety,  to  fend  an  anfwer  to  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 
Ordered,  that  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  London  Correfponding 
Society,  that  we  have  received  their  communication,  and 
heartily  concur  with  them  in  the  objects  they  have  in  view,  and 
that  for  the  purpofe  of  a  more  fpeedy  and  effectual  co-operation, 
we  invite  them  to  fend  to  this  fociety,  next  Friday  evening,  a 
delegation  of  fome  of  their  members." 
(The  Clerk  reads.) 

tc  At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Informa- 
tion, rTeld  at  the  Crown  and  A.nchor  Tavern,  Strand,  Friday, 
4th  April,   J  794,    Mr.  Simmons  in  the  chair. 

u  Read  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  the  London  Corre-' 
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(ponding  Society;  acquainting  this  fociety,  that  they  had  deputed 
John  Baxter,  John  Thelwall,  Richard  Hodgfon,  Matthew 
Moore,  John  Richter,  and  John  Lovett,  to  hold  a  conference 
with  the  members  of  this  fociety.  Five  perfons,  Mr.  Moore, 
Mr.  Hodgfon,  Mr.  Thelwall,  Mr.  Lovett,  and  Mr.  Baxter,  at- 
tended from  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 

"  Refolved,  That  a  delegation  of  five  members  of  this  So- 
ciety be  appointed  to  meet  the  members  deputed  by  the  London 
Correfponding  Society. 

"  Refolved,  That  this  deputation  do  confer  with  the  deputies 
of  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 

"  Refolved,  That  there  be  appointed  a  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence of  the  members  of  this  Society. 

ct  Ordered    Mr.   Joyce,    Mr.   Pierfon,    A4r.   Bonney,    Mr. 
Sharpe,  and  Mr.  Tooke,  do  compofe  the  Committee." 
{The  Clerk  reads  ) 

u  At, a  meeting  of  the  Society  for  Conflitutional  Informa- 
tion, held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  nth 
April,  1794,  prefent  Mr.  Tooke,  Mr.  Joyce,  &c.  made  a 
report  of  the  delegates  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
for  the  purpofe  of  this  fociety  co-operating  with  the  London 
Correfponding  Society,  and  that  they  had  come  to  the  following 
resolutions : 

u  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  very  defirable, 
that  a  general  meeting  or  convention  of  the  friends  of  liberty 
fliould  be  called,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into  confideration  the. 
proper  methods  of  obtaining  a  full  and  fair  reprefentation  of  the 
people 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  recommended  to  the  Society  for  Con- 
ftitutional  Information,  and  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
to  inftitute  a  regular  and  preffing  correfpondence  with  all  thofe 
parts  of  the  country  where  fuch  meafures  may  be  likely  to  be 
promoted,--  not  only  to  inftigate  the  focieties  already  formed,  but 
to  endeavour  alfo  to  produce  fuch  other  aflbciations  as  may  fur- 
ther the  general  object. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee  that  the  gene- 
ral object  will  be  much  promoted  if  a  {landing  committee  of  co- 
operation between  the  two  focieties  were  efrablimed,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  holding  perfonal  communication  with  fuch  members  of 
fimilar  focieties  in  other  parts  of  the  (  ountry  as  may  occasionally 
be  in  London,  and  who  may  be  autnorifed  by  their  respective 
focieties  to  act  with  fuch  committees. 

"  Read  the  following  letter  from  the  fociety  to  the  London 
Correfponding  Society,  April  10,   1794. 
"  Citizens, 

"  I  am  ordered  by  the  committee  of  delegates  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society  to  inform  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
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Information,  that  they  approve  of  the  refolutions  of  the  com» 
mittee  of  conference. 

"  Therefore,  the  London  Correfponding  Society  have  chofen 
(five  perfons)  to  put  in  practice  immediately  the  fecond  and  third 
refolutions  of  that  committee. 

"  (Signed)         Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary. 

"  AddrefTed  to  Mr.  D.   Adams,  Secretary  to  the 
Society  for  Conftitutional  Information." 

u  Refolved,  That  the  report  of  the  committee  of  delegates 
from  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  and  of  this  ibciety,  be 
entered  on  the  books  of  this  fociety. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  fociety,  very  deferable, 
that  a  general  meeting  of  the  friends  of  liberty  mould  be  called, 
for  the  purpofe  of  taking  into  confederation  the  proper  methods 
of  obtaining  a  full  and  fair  reprefentation  of  the  people. 

tc  Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  fociety,  that  the  general 
objecT:  will  be  much  promoted  if  a  {landing  committee  of  co- 
operation were  eftablifhed,  for  the  purpofe  of  holding  perfonal 
communication  with  fuch  members  of  fimilar  focieties  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  as  may  occafionally  be  in  London,  and  who 
may  be  authorized  by  their  re  pedive  focieties  to  act  with  fuch 
committees. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  committee  of  correfpondence,  already 
appointed  bv  this  fociety,  be  the  committee  of  co-operation  and 
communication  with  the  committees  of  other  focieties. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  defired  to  fend  a  letter  to 
the  London  Correfponding  Society,  acquainting  them  with  the 
members  of  this  fociety  appointed  to  confer  with  them. 

"  Refolved,  That  Mr.  Joyce  be  requefted  to  accept  of  the 
office  of  Secretary  to  the  Committe  of  Correfpondence. 

u  Mr.  Joyce  being  prefent,  accepted  of  the  faid  office." 
{The  Clerk  reads.) 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  fociety  for  Conftitutional  Informa- 
tion, held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand,  May  9, 
j  794,     Prefent,  Mr.  Wardle  in  the  chair,  &c." 

Mr.  Garroiv.  This  is  merely  introductory  to  the  proof  of  fome 
letters,  which  I  fhall  put  in  by  and  by. 

(The  Clerk  continues  reading.} 

"  Read  a  pamphlet,  containing  certain  proceedings  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society,  and  of  this  Society. 

"  Refolved,  That  two  thoufand  of  the  fame  be  printed  by 
this  fociety." 

gK  (To  Maclean)  Look  at  this,  and  fee  if  you  found  it 
among  Mr.  Adams's  papers  ? 

J.    Yes,  I  did. 

_#>4r.  Garrovj.  This  is  one  of  the  pamphlets  which  the  laft  re- 
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foliation  directed  the  publication  of,  and  which  was  found  in  the 
poffetfion  of  Mr.  Adams,  fecretary  to  that  fociety  ;  it  is  a  letter 
From,  the  London  Correfponding  to  the  Conltitutional  Society, 
with  their  refolutions  enclofed. 

Mr.  Erskine.  Thofe  things  having  been  already  read,  I  fhould 
be  forry  to  infift  upon  the  Court  and  Jury  hearing  it  again,  hut 
at  the  fame  time,  when  the  context  is  forgotten,  I  cannot  tell ; 
but,  though  your  Lordfhip  and  I  may  have  a  recollection  of  ir, 
the  Jury  may  not.  When  you  read  things  detached,  it  gives 
different  ideas. 

{The  Letter  of  the  ijth  of  March,  1794,  was  then  again  ready 
as  before  inferted,  and  the  refolutions  thereupon. ) 

Then  it  is  rclblved,  at  that  meeting,  to  fend  an  ,addrefs  to 
Me  firs.  Muir,  Palmer,  Margarot,  and  Gerald;  in  which  they 
informed  them,  "  Though  they  had  been  fo  long  filent,  frill  it 
had  not  proceeded  from  unconcern  at  their  fituation,  for  thev 
had  marked  their  enemies  with  honeft  indignity,  and  that  they 
fhould  have  attained  to  a  full  and  fair  representation  of  the 
people,  for  which  they  were  prepared  to  aft  with  magna- 
nimity, they  would  again  receive  them  on  the  Britifh  more." 

There  was  alfo  read  two  anfwers  to  the  above  addrefs,  di- 
rected to  the  Conflitutional  Society  from  Palmer,  Skirving,  and 
Muir. 

Lord  President.  I  am  forry  at  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  day,  to 
be  in  the  fituation  that  we  are  ;  I  cannot  think  of  detaining  you 
all  night  without  refrefhment. 

One  of  the  fury.  My  Lord,  the  refrefhment  we  ftand  in  need 
of  does  not  depend  upon  meat  and  drink  :  it  is  impoffible  for 
us  to  remain  in  the  fituation  in  which  we  were  lafr.  night :  my 
Lord,  we  are  very  fenfible  of  your  goodnefs,  but  we  beg  leave 
to  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that  the  accommodation  of  the  pface 
is  fo  bad,  we  muft  reprefentour  fituation:  We  have  been  forty 
hours  without  taking  oft  our  clothes,  we  want  reft  j  it  is  necei- 
fary  to  the  prefervatton  of  our  health.,  even  to  enable  us  to  gd 
on  with  the  trial ;  we  intreat,  therefore,  that  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  go  home  ? 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  am  very  willing  that  the  gentlemen  mould  go 
home,  at  all  hazard?,  taking  their  word  of  honour  that  they  will 
not  be  approached  by  any  one  upon  this  caufe;  i  am  certainly 
ready  to  admit  that  they  fhould  go  home  on  the  part  of  the  pri- 
soner. The  gentlemen  have  faid,  they  have  been  forty  hours 
in  their  clothes,  and  feel  an  inconvenience  from  it,  and  my  cafe 
is  not  yet  commenced,  which  will  take  not  only  an  equal  lerigtH 
of  time,  but  a  greater,  if  it  is  neceiTary  ;  and  not  time  merely 
but  an  equal  attention,    which  requires  a  iirmnefs  of  mind, 
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which  firmnefs  of  mind  can  only  be  preferved  by  a  ftrength  of 
body,  in  order  to  enable  my  Lord  and  Jury  to  attend  to  it ;  the 
cafe  is  now  to  parole  evidence,  which  will  take  up  a  deal  of 
time  to-morrow.  I  mult  be  prepared,  undoubtedly,  whenever 
your  Lordihip  calls  upon  me  ;  all  that  I  can  fay,  is,  that  I  am 
ready  to  do  whatever  is  moft  convenient  to  the  adminiltration  of 
juftice  and  the  Court. 

Mr.   Garroiu.     The  obfervatjon  my   learned  friend  is  now 
makings    was   made  yefterday  •,    it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  my 
learned  friend,  or  any  body  elfe,  wifhes  to  be  underftood,  that 
on   the  part  of  the  prifoner  there   is  a  greater  difpofition  to 
engage  in  this  moft  arduous  proceeding,  than  in  thole  who  are 
charged  with  this  profecution  on  the  part   of  the  public.     My 
Lord,  the  difperfion  of  the  Jury  does  not  reft  with  us,  but  it  was 
difcufTed  upon  conftitutional  ground  :  the  fubjecl:  difcufTed  yefter-' 
day  does  not  depend  on  us,  whether  we  are  to  give  or  with-hold 
an  aflent  to  the  difperfion  of  the  Jury  ;  but  it  was  confidered  on 
the  grounds  of  the  law  and  conftitution  ;    it  is  much  to  be  la- 
mented that  the  gentlemen  fhould  be  ill- provided  for ;    no  inti- 
mation of  the  renewal  of  the  fuggeftion  on  the  part  of  the  pri- 
foner, had  been  intimated  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.     I,  for  one, 
feel  myfelf  very  unfortunate,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  infift  upon  the 
learned  gentleman  withdrawing,  who  has  been  charged  with  the 
care  of  this  profecution,  and  whole  moft  extraordinary  exertions, 
yefterday,  were  witnefled  by  the  Court ;  I  feel  myfelf,  therefore, 
cmbarrafled  upon  the  fubje£t ;  I  have  no  difficulty,  however,  in 
faying  this,   that  my  learned  friend  cannot  go  one  ftep  beyond 
me,  or  my  learned  leader,  the  Attorney  General,  in  the  fenfe 
they  entertain,    that  this  Jury,  if  they  fhould  be  permitted  to 
depart,   that  is,    if  the  law  fhould  permit  them  to  depart,    may 
be  moft  fafely  entrufted  here,   anywhere,  at  any  diftance,  for 
any  length  of  time  ;  if  the  Court  feel  that  they  can  with  fecurity 
do  it>  if  the  Court  feel  that  not  only  guarding  againft  all  wilful 
attempts  toy/ards  a  mif-trial,  which  I  do  not  fufpect  on  the  part 
of  the  Jury,    but  guarding  againft  accidents  v/hich  may  befaU 
any  man,  under  the  circumftances  of  leaving  this  place,  if  the 
Court  feel  they  can  do  it,    I  have  no  objection  ;    1   am  juft  as 
ready  to  confent  to  what  may  be  legally  and  fafely  done  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Jury,   as  ray  learned 
friend,  or  any  man  can  be. 

Mr.  Erjklne.    I  believe  that  nothing  that  fell  from  me  can 
bear  any  thing  like  an  attack  on  Mr.  Attorney-General. 

Mr.  G arrow  replied,  it  was  true,    he  had  not,   but  he  had  a 
rinht  to  manifeft  his  attentions. 

Isffrd  Prefident.   You  only  add  to  the  uneafinefs  in  our  minds 
bv  fuch  conversion.     This  fubjedt  was  difcufTed  yefterday,  and 
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we  have  all  the  difpofition  to  do  every  thing  in  the  world  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Jury.  There  were  then  folid,  ferious 
doubts  arofe,  or  rather  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  that 
they  could  not  fafely  permit  the  Jury  to  feparate  ;  that  Deing  fo, 
all  they  could  do  was  to  make  it  their  particular  requeft,  and  I 
am  perfuaded  the  Sheriff  went  fo  far  as  he  could  toward  their 
accommodation,  and  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  for  them. 

One  of  the  Jury.  My  Lord,  it  is  not  poflible  under  this  roof, 
there  is  not  that  accommodation  which  we  want,  namely,  beds ; 
we  were  laft  night  all  in  one  room  upon  matraffes,  where  it 
was  impofiible  we  could  get  reft. 

Lord  Prefdent.  Is  there  any  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood 
where  they  can  get  beds  ? 

The  London  coftee-houfe  was  then  mentioned. — It  was  faid, 
that  noufe  was  engaged  and  rilled  with  witnefTes  for  the  Crown. 
The  York  Hotel  in  Bridge-flreet  was  mentioned  ;  and,  at 
length,  it  was  fuggefted  that  at  the  Hummum>  in  Covent- 
garden,  they  might  all  be  accommodated  with  feparate  rooms 
and  beds,  and  the  Sheriffs  undertook  to  conduct  them  thither, 
and  three  bailiffs  were  fworn  to  keep  them  in  cuflody,  which 
they  did  in  three  coaches. 

A  'Juryman  faid,  that  the  officers  appointed  the  night  before 
had  taken  fuch  efpecial  care,  that  they  could  not  even  get 
ffnved  ;  they  had  not  iuffered  a  razor  to  approach  them. 

The  Lord  Prefident  faid,  that  if  a  razor  did  find  its  way 
among  them,  he  fhould  not  ask  how  it  came  there. 

A  ihort  converfation  took  place  about  the  time  neceflary  to 
be  given  Mr.  Erskine  to  look  over  the  mafs  of  evidence  which 
had  been  adduced  by  the  Crown ;  and,  after  fome  altercation, 
in  which  Mr.  Erskine  faid  he  defired  no  favour,  he  only  wiflied 
for  the  courfe  the  moll  likely  to  further  public  juftice,  it  was 
agreed  to  adjourn  to  eleven  o'clock  the  next  day. 


[End  of  the  Second  Day.  J 
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Thursday  Morning,  October,  30,  1794. 
The  Court  met  at  eleven  o'clock, 
PRESEN  T, 
THE  LORD  CHIEF  JUSTICE,  LORD  PRESIDENT: 


The  Lord  Chief  Baron, 
Mr.  Baron  Hotham, 


Mr.  Jusice  Buller, 
Mr.  Justice  Grose. 


Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  am  now  going  to  produce  to  your 
Lordfliip  fome  pagers  found  in  the  pofleifion  of  the  prifoner 
at  the  bar,  as  far  back  as  the  30th  of  April,  1792  ;  by  which, 
it  will  appear  that  the  prifoner,  Mr.  Margarot,  Mr.  Martin,  Air. 
Richter,  and  Mr.  Vaughan,  were  at  that  time  chefen  delegates  of 
the  London  Correfpcnding  Society  ;  and  Mr.  Vaughan,  and  one 
or  two  others  were  appointed  to  draw  up  the  conflitution  of  the 
fociety.  And  I  lhall  then  call  fome  witneffes  to  prove,  that 
Mr.  Hardy  defired  that  conflitution  to  be  drawn  up. 
John  Gurnell,  fworn. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  Look  at  thefe  papers  [fome  papers 
fljewn  him)  where  did  you  find  them  ? 

A.  In  Mr.  Hardy's  pofleffion. 

( Read  by  the  Clerk  cf  the  Court. ) 

Dated  Monday  30th  April,  1792.  "  London  Correfpond- 
ing  Society,  Divifion,  No.  7.  Held  at  the  fign  of  the  Coach 
and  Korfei-,  Lincolns-Tnn  bieids;  James   Sheiiff  in  the  chair, 

"  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  Maurice  Margarot  be  ap- 
pointed our  delegate  to  the  ftanding  committee  of  the  feveral 
divifions  of  the  Correfponding  Society  ;  and  that  the  faid  de- 
legate fhall  continue  in  office  during  the  fpace  of  three  months 
to  this  day. 

"  That  this  refolution  be  figned  by  the  chairman,  and  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  prefident  of  the  committee.     Signed  by  order, 
James  Sheriff,  Chairman." 

£).  (To  Gurnell)  Did  you  find  this  at  Mr.  Hardy's  ?  (a paper 
Jhewn  him. ) 

A.  I  did. 

(  Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

<c  To  the  delegates  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
at  a  meeting  of  the  fecond  branch  of  the  aforefaid  fociety,  held' 
at  the  Blue  Pofts,  in  the  Hay- Market,  Mr.  Macneil  in  the 
chair.     It  was  unanimoufly  refolved, 

iff  u  The  proceedings  is  to  go  by  rotation. 

2d.  "  That  David  Rowland  was  unanimoufly  elected  fecre- 
tary. 

3d.  "  Mr.  Martin  was  unanimoufly  elected  delegate  for  this 
fociety,  for  three  months  from  the  date  hereof.  By  order  of 
the  fociety.     April  30,  1792,  D.  Rowland,  Secretary." 

(Mr, 
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(Air.  Lauzun  called  hi.) 

Air.  Attorney  General.  Did  you  find  that  paper  any  where  ? 
(a  paper  Jhewn  htm.) 

A.  I  found  it  in  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe. 
{The  Clerk  reads.) 

November  5,  1792.  "This  is  to  certify,  that  the  divifion 
No.  16,  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  have  chofen 
John  Baxter,  oar  delegate.  Edward  Jones,  chairman,  E.  Gray, 
Secretary. " 

j£K  Did  you  ever  fee  that  before  ?  (a  paper  JJjeivn  him.) 

A.  Yes. 

£K  Where  did  you  find  it? 

A.  In  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe. 

[The  Clerk  reads.) 

Dated  Thurfday,  8th  November,  1792.  "  On  an  applica- 
tion being  made  to  the  committee  of  delegates,  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society,  by  John  Richter,  of  divifion  No.  6, 
for  leave  to  inftitute  a  divifion  of  this  fociety,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Knightfbridge.  He  is  hereby  autnorized  to  do  fo  in 
the  courfe  of  next  week,  and  rrrake  the  divifion  No  19,  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society.  Signed,  John  Martin,  chair- 
man, Thomas  Hardy,  fecretary. 

"  This  is  to  certify,  that  John  Richter  is  appointed  delegate 
to  the  Correfponding  Society  of  this  19th  divifion.  This  firfl: 
meeting  in  Knightfbridge,  this  16th  of  Nov.  1792." 

6K  (To  Gurnell.)  Where  did  you  find  this  paper  ?  (a paper 
Jhewn  him.) 

A.  In  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe. 

(The  Clerk  reads.) 

Dated  7th  May,  1792.  "  Mr.  Hardy,  the  bearer  of  this,  is 
delegated  by  the  divifion  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
which  meets  at  the  Bell,  Exeter-ftreet,  Strand,  and  is  authorifed 
to  aflift  at  the  committee,  appointed  to  form  a  conftitutional 
code  of  laws,  for  the  government  of  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing fociety.     (Signed,)  Robert  Boyd." 

j£\  (To  Gurnell.)  Where  did  you  find  that  paper,  Mr.  Gur- 
nell r  (a  paper  Jhewn  him.) 

A.  In  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe. 

(The  Clerk  reads.) 

Dated  30th  of  April,  1792.  "  Mr.Vaughan,  the  bearer  of  this", 
is  delegated  by  the  divifion  of  the  London  Correfponding  So- 
ciety, which  meets  at  the  Bell,  Exeter-ftreet,  Strand ;  and  is 
authorifed  to  afiitt  at  the  committee,  appointed  to  form  a  con- 
ftitutional code  of  laws,  for  the  government  of  the  London 
Correfponding  Society.     (Signed,)  T.  Hardy." 

£>.  Look  at  this  paper,  did  you  ever  fee  it  before  ?  {a  paper 
Jhewn  him.) 

A.  Yes. 
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J.  Yes. 

£>.  Where  did  you  find  it  ? 

A.  In  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe. 

{The  Clerk  reads.) 
Dated  April    3,    1792.     No,  4,  Taylor's -Buildings,  Ch&ndos- 

itreet,  Signed,  Thomas  Hardy.    Addrefled  to  Mr.  Vaughan. 
"  Sir, 

W  I  take  the  liberty  to  fend  you  a  few  of  the  original  papers 
for  your  perufal,  this  afternoon  ;  if  you  fee  any  thing  in  them 
worthy  adopting  for  the  approbation  ot  the  delegates  to-morrow 
evening.  Some  of  them  are  fweet  flowers,  and  I  hope  you 
will  be  like  the  bee,  draw  a  little  from  each  ;  I  wifh  you,  if  you 
lee  any  propriety  in  it,  to  copy  part  of  the  preamble,  that  part 
that  mentions  the  number  of  inhabitants,  in  each  of  thole  po- 
pulous towns,  that  have  not  a  fingle  voice  in  chufing  a  member 
to  reprefent  them.  I  am  fure  it  would  have  a  good  effect  on, 
the  public-,  and  likewife  the  rotten  boroughs  in  Cornwall. 
When  thefe  papers  were  read  in  our  foeiety,  in  its  infant  Hate, 
(but  by  the  by  it  isfcarcely  out  of  leading-ftrings  now,  but  fhall 
not  a  doubt  remain  with  us),  they  were  fired  with  indignation 
at  fuch  an  injuftice  and  unequal  reprefentation.  Many  never 
>ieard  of  any  fuch  thing.  If  our  foeiety  was  lb  affedted  by  the 
feme  way  of  reafoning,  tens  of  thoufands  of  the  people  of  this 
nation  would  be;  equally  fo,  if  they  were  informed  of  the  exist- 
ence of  thofe  evils.  Thus  fame  of  them,  in  my  opinion,  are 
the  maft  clear  things  that  can  be  exhibited  to  the  public.  J£x- 
cufe  me  for  taking  fuch  liberty  with  you. 
"  I  remain,  Sir, 
"  Yours  and  the  Society's  zealous  friend, 

"  Thomas  Hardy." 

Q  (To  Lauzun)  Did  you  ever  fee  that  paper  before  ? 

J.  Yes,  in  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe. 

(Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court. ) 
The  Report  of  the  Committee- of  Conftitution  of  the  London 

Correfponding  Society.    Printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  members. 

Sold  by  Thomas  Spence. 

*'  Knowing  from  experience,  that  thofe  who  (through  the  de- 
praved ftate  of  what  mould  be  the  reprefentative  body)  are  fuf- 
fered  to  prey  on  the  vitals  of  our  country,  derive  the  principal 
part  of  their  fuccefc  in  oppofing  an  equal  reprefentation,  from 
the  active  circulation  of  falfehood  refpeiting  this  and  other 
fimilar  focieties,  we  think  it  advifeable  that  you  mould  give  an 
explicit  declaration  of  your  principles  and  wi(hesx  which  we 
conceive  to  be  as  follow  : 

1.  "  That  all  men  are  by  nature  free,  equal,  and  independent 
tf  each  other. 

«  2.  That 
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2.  "  That  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  civil  foclety  it  is 
not  neceffary  that  individuals  fhould  relinquifh  more  of  their 
natural  independence  than  is  required  to  fulfil  this  injunction. 

"  Let  the  minority  yield  a  friendly  fubmiffion  to  the  majo- 
rity. 

3.  u  That  no  majority,  however  great,  can  juftly  deprive 
the  minority  of  any  part  of  their  civil  rights  : — wherever  it  is  at- 
tempted the  focial  bond  is  broken,  and  the  minority  have  a  right 
to  refift. 

4..  **  The  civil  rights  of  every  individual  are,  equality  of  voice 
in  the  making  of  laws,  and  in  the  choice  of  perfons  by  whom 
thofe  laws  are  to  be  adminiftered  ; — equality  before  the  law, 
whether  in  claiming  its  protection  or  fubmitting  to  its  ientence; 
freedom  to  publifh  his  opinions,  to  exercife  his  religious  wor- 
ship without  molevtation  or  reuricfion,  and  to  enjoy  his  pro- 
perty, fubjec~t  only  to  fuch  contributions  as  may  be  impartially 
levied  for  the  good  of  the  public  ferviee. 

5.  "  Submiffion  to  any  meafure  does  not  imply  filenee  as  to 
the  propriety  or  im propriety  thereof. 

6.  w  Every  power  entrufted  to  a  magiftrate  implies  a  refpo.n« 
fibility  for  the  exercife  of  that  power. 

q.  "  The  foregoing  are  not  new,  but  are  the  original  prin- 
ciples of  Engliih  government. 

8.  "  The  total  departure  from  the  principle  of  equality  in 
the  election  of  the  legiflative  body,  commonly  called  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  is  the  chief  caufe  why  the  people  of  Great-Bri- 
tain are  now  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  foregoing  principles, 
and  in  place  thereof  labour  under  a  continued  fyflem  of  extor- 
tion and  monopoly. 

9.  "  Corn  Aft — is  a  grievance  immediately  refulting  from  the 
reliriclion  of  the  choice  of  representatives"  to  men  of  landed 
property ;  by  it  the  price  of  bread  in  general  is  doubled,  and 
ibmetirnes  much  more  than  doubled;  for  whenever  this  country 
happens  to  be  blefTed  with  an  abundant  feafon,  a  part  of  the  taxes, 
under  which  we  groan,  is  applied  to  encourage  the  exportation 
and  advance  the  price  of  corn.  Thus  we  pay  one  tax  to  go- 
vernment, to  give  the  landed  man  an  opportunity  of  laying  on 
another.  The  hackneyed  pretence  for  this  ait.  is'4  the  welfare  c£ 
the  farmer."  The  real  intention  of  it  is,  to  enable  the  mono- 
polizers of  farms  to  pay  enoromus  rents. 

10.  "  Game  Laws — Though  too  evidently  calculated  to  dif- 
arm  the  nation,  may  in  general  be  attributed  to  the  fame  rfe- 
{triclion; — by  them  even  the  farmer,  on  whofe  property  the 
game  is  fed,  is  robbed  of  every  conftitutional  right  of  a  Briton, 
and  fubjected  to  the  brutality  of  a  bafhaw  in  the  form  of  a  coun- 
try Juftice,  from  whom  there  is  no  appeal. 

11.  "ExJfe 
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11.  "  Excife  Laws,  and  Stamp  Duties,  (and  the  confequcnt 
fyftem  of  fpies  and  informers)  equally  repugnant  to  the  profeiTed 
principles  of  the  constitution,  and  nioft  extenfive  in  their  op- 
preffion,  are  often  introduced  merely  as  engines  of  corporation, 
influence;  for  in  fome  instances  the  produce  of  the  tax  does  not 
pay  the  expence  of  collection  j  were  the  lenfe  of  the  nation  fairly 
taken,  it  is  impoflible  to  believe  but  whatever  fum  might  be  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  public  fervice  it  would  be  railed  by  means  lefs  ob- 
noxious and  lefs  expenfive. 

12.  <l  The  Mutiny  Act — Which  would  never  have  existed, 
had  not  the  bulk  of  the  people  been  excluded  from  representa- 
tion. It  reflects  a  charge  of  hypocrify  on  thofe  who  affect  to 
bewail  the  late  events  in  France,  yet  calmly  view  the  defenders 
of  their  country  fubjected  to  every  fpecies  of  fraud,  infult,  and 
cruelty.  The  military  excellence  of  true  republicans  in  all  ages 
proves  it  to  be  unneceiTary.  Convince  a  Briton  that  he  is  about 
to  fight  for  a  country  in  which  his  rights  are  daily  confulted, 
and  the  cat  of  nine  tails  may  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mon hangman. 

13.  K  The  bnprefs  Service — Equally  cruel  with  the  foregoing, 
is  another  effect  of  a  partial  reprefentation  ;  it  has  lately  been 
proved,  that  the  expence  of  this  fervice,  if  applied  to  increafe 
the  feamens  pay,  would  render  impreiTing  unneceiTary ;  but  it 
is  more  confiitent  with  the  government  of  a  faction  to  distribute 
the  fum  among  the  officers  of  corporations. 

14.  "  The  ill  effects  of  partial  reprefentation  are  not  con- 
fined to  men  in  private  ftations  ;  we  challenge  contradiction 
when  we  alTert,  that,  in  general,  promotion,  whether  in  the 
army,  navy,  or  church,  is  the  effect  of  parliamentary  connection, 
and  the  reward  of  parliamentary  prostitution. 

15.  "  We  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  foregoing  ftate- 
ment  of  grievances  will  be  admitted  as  juit  by  our  countrymen 
at  large  ;  and  alfo  that  an  equal  reprefentation  by  univerfai  and 
annual  fuffrage  would  tend  immediately  to  redrefs  them.  It 
remains  to  prove  that  the  difficulties  faid  to  attend  fuch  a  fcheme 
are  merely  the  chimerical  inventions  of  interested  men. 

16.  "  Let  us  fuppofe  all  partial  corporations,  (thofe  badges  of 
jflavery)  abolifhed;  and  confider  the  whole  ifland  as  one  corpo- 
ration divided  into  counties  or  cities,  for  the  purpofes  of  em- 
bodying and  exercifing  militia,  &c.  and  for  electing  reprefen- 
tatives,  fubdivided  into  districts,  or  townfhips,  as  nearly  as  con- 
venient in  equal  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants. 

17.  "  Allow  to  each  district  or  townfhip,  one  reprefentative, 
and  let  it  be  fubdivided  into  parifhes,  and  every  man  entitled  to 
a  vote,  be  registered  in  the  parifh  in  which  he  refides.  Large 
parifhes  may  be  fubdivided  into  wards,  or  hamlets. 

18.  «  Let 
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1 8.  "  Let  evsry  voter  give  his  vote  in  the  parifh  in  which  he 
refides,  let  the  votes  be  brought  in  writing,  and  called  for  in 
fuceeffton,  either  alphabetically  by  the  names  of  the  voters,  or 
numerically  by  the  wards  and  number  of  homes;  either  of  thefe 
methods  would  prevent  that  fource  of  riot,  the  practice  of  vo- 
ting in  party  groups. 

ig,  "  The  truth  of  entry  of  every  individual  vote  in  each 
parifh  would  eafily  be  examined,  and  the  totals  of  the  feveral 
parifhes  in  each  diftricl:  (o  eafily  collected,  that  we  fcruple  not 
to  afTert  a  general  election  might  be  decided  with  indifputable 
certainty  in  twelve  hours.       , 

20.  "  In  faying  the  whole  ifland  fhould  be  confidered  as  one 
corporation,  we  do  not  vvifh  to  be  underftood  as  recommending 
that  diftrifts  fhould  chufe  their  reprefentatives  from  diftant  parts. 
On  the  contrary,  we  think  the  reprefentativc  fhould  always  be 
a  refident  of  the  diftricvfc,  as  his  character  would  be  better  known 
to  his  constituents.  Hearfay  characters  are  feldam  any  other 
than  the  blazonings  of  faclrion 

2i.  "  It  is  indifpenfible  to  good  government,  that  reprefen- 
tatives fhould  be  paid  for  their  fervice  to  the  public.  The  want 
of  open  and  honorable  reward,  retards  the  exertion  of  laudable 
characters,  and  fubje£ts  the  nation  to  the  fraudulent  and  deliifive 
practices  of  mock  patriots. 

22.  "  To  thofe  who  are  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the 
foregoing  ideas,  and  only  afk,  how  (hall  we  attain  the  practice 
of  them  ?  We  anfwer,  officiate.  By  fo  doing,'  you  will  better 
correct  and  ftrengthen  each  others  opinion  on  the  fubjecl  of 
liberty,  and  eventually  abafh  the  tools  of  corrupt  influence,  and 
lawlefs  power.  Effects  which  are  not  to  be  expected  from  the 
vague  and  defultory  exertion  of  individual  opinions. 

u  Having  thus  itated  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  fentiments 
of  the  fociety,  we  recommend  that  the  members  filial  1  meet  in 
divifions,  confiding  as  nearly  as  convenient  of  thirty  members 
each,  and  that  the  management  of  its  affairs  be  vetted  in  one 
committee  of  delegates,  one  feleifr.  committee,  and  one  council, 
fubjedt  to  reference  to  the  divifions,  and  trial  by  jury,  as  more 
.particularly  defined  in  the  following  feftions. 

"  Section  I.     Form  of  admijjion  and  duty  of  a  Member. 

1.  u  Each  candidate  for  admiifion  into  this  fociety,  fhall  be 
propofed  by  a  member,  who  fhall  either  belong  to  the  divifion  iu 
which  the  propofal  is  made,  or  be  perfonally  known  as  a  member 
of  the  fociety  to  two  members  of  fuch  divifion. 

2.  "  The  fecretary  fhall  enter  the  age,  name,  refidence,  and 
occupation  of  the  candidate,  together  with  the  propofer's  name, 
and  number,  in  the  minute  book  of  the  divifion,  and  the  pre- 
fident  fhall  put  the  following  queftion  to  the  propofer, 

S  s  «  Are 
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tc  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  candidate  you  propof^ 
with  his  means  of  life,  and  his  political  principles,  and  are  you  ivell 
a  fund  that  bis  general  character  is  fucb  as  will  not  be  difgracejul 
to  this  foci ety  ? 

3.  "  If  the  propofer  (hall  anfvverthe  foregoing  queftion  in  the 
affirmative,  the  prefident  (hall  demand  of  the  divifion,  whether 
any  member  has  any  objection  to  the  candidate. 

4.  "  If  no  objection  fatisfa&ory  to  the  divifion  (hall  be  made3 
the  prefident  (hall  put  the  following  queftions  to  the  candidate. 

l?  Are  you  convinced  that  every  man  zuho  has  attained  to  years  of 
discretion,  is  in  pojjeffion  of  his  reafon,  and  not  difqualified  by  crime  s% 
ought  to  have  a  vote  for  a  reprcjentativey  and  not  more  than  one 
vote  ? 

"  Are  you  convinced  that  the  reprefentation  ought  to  be  divided  ast 
nearly  as  pojfibk  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  electors  P 

"  Are  yon  convinced  that  the  election  of  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple ought  to  he  annual? 

"  Will  you  by  alljnjlifiable  ?neans  endeavour  to  promote  a  reforn\ 
in  the  parliament  of  this  country ^  agreeable  to  the  principles  which 
you  have  now  profefjed  ?. 

5.  "  The  candidate  having  anfwered  the  foregoing  queflions 
\\\  the  affirmative,  fhall  be  deckred  a  member,  and  (hall  receive 
a  ticket  on  which  fhall  be  indorfed  his  name,  and  time  to  which, 
his  contribution  is  paid.  And  another  ticket  on  which  fhall 
be  written  in  large  figures,  the  number  of  his  divifion,  and  be- 
neath that,  his  own  number  in  the  divifion." 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  Under  the  article,  order,  read  No.  fjj; 
and  7. 

6.  f  No  member  fhall  be  allowed  to  flile  hjmfelf,  or  any 
other  by  any  party  names,  &.c.  whether  intended  to  convey. 
refpe£t  or  difrefpecl:. 

7.  a  All  political  appellations  which  do  not  in  their  iname- 
diate  interpretation,  convey  an  idea  ,of  political  fentiment  or 
fituation,  are  party  names.  The  following  do  not  fall  under; 
$his  objection,  as  will  appear  by  their  explanations. 

Republican. — P  One  who  wifhes  to  promote  the  general  well- 
fare  of  his  country. 

Democrat. — u  A  fupporter  of  th,e  rights  and  power  of  the 
people. 

Ar'focrat.—11  One  who  wifhes  to  promote  the  interff.  of  2^ 
few,  at  the  expence  of  many. 

Royalfi. — "  Among  the  ignorant  part  of  mankind,  fignines 
a  perluii  attached  to  regal  government ;  among  artful  courtiers, 
it  is  a  veil  for  their  own  ariftocracy. 

LayaliJ}, — "  A  fupporter.  of  the-  confliitution  of  his  country. 

Citizen.--" » 


[     3^3    1 

Citizen.— tc  The  ancient  appellation  given  to  the  members 
of  free  ftates. 

Subje'fc — "  Can  only  with  propriety  be  applied  to  a  member 
of  a  itate,  whole  government  has  been  infiituted  by  foreign 
conqueft  or  the  prevalence  of  a  domeftic  faction. 

"  Section  II.     The  Qrgani%atiowand Pozver  of  a  Divijion. 

1.  "  Each  divifion  fhall  meet  once  in  a  week,  on  any  even- 
ing in  the  week  except  Thurfday  and  Sunday. 

2.  "  The  hour  and  place  of  meeting  fhall  be  at  the  conve- 
nience of  each  divifion,  but  muir  be  announced  to  the  conflitut- 
ed  bodies. 

3.  "  Each  divifion  fhall  elect  from  its  own  members,  a  pre- 
fident,  vice-prefident,  fecretary,  afflftarit  fecretary,  delegate^ 
and  fub-deleg^ce. 

4.  "  Each  divifion  fhall  be  furnifhed  with  three  books,  (viz.) 
one  to  bear  the  number  of  the  divifion  j  a   iimilar  book  to    be 

VJ  the  fupemumerary  book  of  the  fame  divifion  j  and  a  thirj 
'or  entering  minutes. 

5.  "  No  divifion  book  fhall  contain  more  than  thirty  effec- 
tive names, — fubject  to  variation  as  hereafter  mentioned. 

6.  "  Members  admitted  after  the  divifion  fhall  amount  to 
thirty,  fhall  be  entered  in  the  fupemumerary  book,  but  not  be- 
fore. 

7.  "  As  foon  as  the  members  entered  in  the  fupemumerary 
book  fhall  amount  to  fixteen,  they. (hall  be  entitled  to  a  num- 
ber as  a  new  divifion.  They  fhall  determine  the  time  and 
place  oftheir  future  meeting  ;  they  (hall  receive  a  fupemumerary 
book,  and  a  minute  book,  and  a  new  fupemumerary  book  fhall 
be  delivered  to  the  original  divifion. 

8.  "  Members  entered  in  any  fiipernumeraFy  book  while  lets 
than  fixteen,  fhall  be  entitled  to  vote,  and  in  every  refpect  be 
confidered  as  members  cf  the  divifion  to  which  fuch  fupemu- 
merary book  fhall  belong. 

9.  u  No  new  member  mall  have  a  vote  the  fame  fitting  iri 
which  he  is  admitted  ;  nor  transferred  member  the  fame  fitting 
in  which  he  is  transferred. 

10.  "  Each'  divifion  fhall  be  allowed  one  fhilling  and  fix- 
pence  for  rent,  furniture,  &c. 

11.  "  Every  member  fhall  have  liberty  to  introduce  one 
Granger,  provided  fuch  member  (hall  arifwer  that  the  fentiments 
of  the  ftranger  are  fimrlar  to  ours,  and  the  fame  ftranger  fhaU 
not  be  introduced  more  than  twice,  except  for  the  purpole  of 
ad.miflionas  a  member. 

No.  23.  "  In  cafe  of  perfecution,  and  that  the  means  pro- 
vided by  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  Sections  of  this  Conftitution, 
flioujd  uot  produce  the  effect  of  re-eftabUflring  a  reprefentative 

S  ?  2        •  body 
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body  of  this  Society  for  two  weeks  fucceffively,  every  divifk>ri 
fnall  have  power  to  elect  four  perfons  whofe  powers  fhall  be  the 
fame  as  the  four  officers  of  the  committee  of  delegates. 

24.  "  The  fole  object  of  thofe  four  perfons  fhall  be  the  re- 
eftablifliment  of  the  reprefentative  body,  and  they  fhall  report 
progrefs  weekly,  and  be  Weekly  fnbject  to  revocation." 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  Then  the  paper  goes  on  to  the  com- 
mittee of  delegates. 

(The  Clerk  of  the  Court  reads.) 
* '  Section  VII.     The  Committee  of  Delegates. 

1.  "The  committee  of  delegates  is  the  reprefentative  and 
legiflative  body  of  this  fociety. 

2.  "  Their  duty  is  indivifible,  and  the  representation  fhall 
not  be  impaired  by  any  appointment,  either  of  themfelveS  col- 
lectively, or  of  any  other  conftituted  body,  which  may  fubject 
the  members  thereof  to  be  abfent  from  their  meeting,  or  to  be 
parties  concerned  in  any  fubject  under  their  difcuflion. 

3.  "  Not  lefs  than  three-fourths  of  their  whole  number  fhall 
be  a  quorum,  except  in  the  cafe  of  perfecution. 

4.  "  There  fhall  be  no  difparity  or  diflimilitude  between  the 
members,  by  offices  of  prefidency,  or  fecretaryfhip." 

Mr.  Attorney  General.     Go  to  the  14th  and  then  to  21. 

{The  Clerk  of  the  Court  reads.) 
14.  "  The  duty  of  the  committee  of  delegates   is  to  direct 
the  conduct  of  the  executive  powers  in  all  matters  which  do  not 
lequire  fccrefy  or  expedition. 

21.  '    If  the  executive  powers,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
their    approbation,  fhall  communicate  vany  thing  which  a  ma- 
jority of  the  delegates  fhall  approve  as  necelTary  to  be  fecretly 
done,  the  whole  committee  of  delegates  are  bound  to  fecrefy." 
Mr.  Attorney  General      Go  to  fection  8. 

( The  Clerk  of  the  Court  reads. ) 
"Section  VIII.     The  Sclecl  Committee* 

1.  "  Shall  not  exceed  the  whole,  nor  be  lefs  than  half  the 
number  of  the  committee  of  delegates. 

2.  "  Every  individual  member  of  this  committee  is  the  fer- 
vant  of  the  whole  fociety,  and  not  reiponfible  to  any  particular 
divifion. 

3.  "  They  fhall  at  their  firft  infHtution  be  numbered  by  lot, 
from  one  to  the  number  of  their  total. 

4.  "  On  the  laft  Thurfday  in  each  month  one  third  of  them 
fhall  be  put  to  the  vote  of  the  committee  of  delegates,  either 
to  be  re-elected,  or  others  appointed  in  their  place, 
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*  fid.  ift  Month,  No.  i    4,  7,  io,7  and  fo         ada;       threfi 

*2  $?*       M     ?  ?    '      '  i    to  the  laft  number. 
3d  ditto,       No.  3,  6,  9,  12, ) 

5.  "  No  perfori  fhall  be  eligible  who  has  not  been  a  member 
of  this  fociety  three  months. 

6.  u  No  member  fliall  be  allowed  to  change  his  number. 

7.  "  Their  appointments  of  prefidency  or  fecretaryfhip  fhall 
be  from  their  own  members,  and  at  their  own  difcretion  as  to 
permanence. 

8.  tv  No  member  of  this  committee  fhall  be  admitted  until 
he  has  anfwered  the  following  queftion,  which  fhall  be  put  by 
the  officers  of  the  committee  of  delegates : 

"  Do  you  promije  that  you  will  not  relinquifo  the  ftation  which 
you  are  about  to  take  in  this  fociety  on  account  of  any  perfection 
■which  ?nay  be  brought  on  it ;  that  you  will  perfevere  in  meeting  the 
f elect  co?nmitteey  and  to  the  utmofl  of  your  power  encourage  every  other 
member  of  this  fociety  to  fulfil  the  duty  for  his  refpeclivejlation  ? 
"  Their  office  is, 

1.  "  Preparatory,  as  they  may  be  directed,  either  collectively, 
partially,  or  individually,  by  the  committee  of  delegates  or  the 
council.  „ 

2.  "  Referential,  as  to  any  matter  adopted  by  the  committee, 
of  delegates,  or  the  council,  or  by  both,  which  they  may  judge 
improper. 

3.  "  All  intended  publications  of  this  fociety  fhall,  previous 
to  being  printed,  undergo  their  collective  examination. 

4.  "  One  third  of  their  whole  number  fhall  be  a  quorum. 

"  Section  IX.     The  Councils. 

1.  "  Shall  be  compofed  of  one  treafurer,  one  principal  fe- 
cretary,  and  not  lefs  than  four  afliftant  fecretaries. 

2.  "  They  fhall  be  numbered  from  one  to  their  total,  and  re- 
eligible  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fele<9: 
committee. 

3.  u  The  treafurer  fhall,  on  the  laft  Thurfday  in  each  calen- 
dar month,  give  to  the  committee  of  delegates,  a  monthly 
account  of  the  total  fum  which  he  fhall  have  received  from 
each  divifion,  in  the  courfe  of  the  inftant  month. 

4.  "  He  fhall  alfo  give  to  the  fele<5t  committee  at  their 
meeting  next  before  the  laft  Thurfday  in  March,  June,  Sep- 
tember, and  December,  a  quarterly  account  of  all  monies  re- 
ceived by  him  on  account  of  this  fociety,  and  all  difburlements. 

5.  "  His  quarterly  account,  with  the  remarks  of  the  felefl 
committee,  if  any,  fhall  be  laid  before  the  committee  of  dele- 
gates on  the  laft  Thurlday  in  March,  June,  September,  and 
IJecember,  10  be  by  thc-m  examined  and  ieported  to  the 
divifions. 

6.  "  The 
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6.  u  The  principal  fecretary  {hall  record  all  laws  which  {hall 
be  made  by  this  fociety,  which  fhall  be  printed  annually." 
Mr.  Attorney-General.  Go  on  to  the  13th  and  14th. 
{'The  Clerk  of  the  Court  reads.) 

13.  <c  Every  member  of  the  council  (hall  be  really  acquainted 
with  every  trail  Cacti  on  of  this  fociety,  however  fecret. 

14.  "  Each  member  of  the  council  fhall  have  a  compleat  lifl 
of  the  members  of  every  divifion  of  this  fociety,  with  their  refi- 
dencesj  which  lift  he  {hall  depofit  to  the  beft  of  his  judgment  iu 
k  place  of  fafety." 

Mr.  Attorney-General.   Go  on  to  Section  11. 
(The  Clerk  of  the  Court  reads.) 
<c  Sect)ON  XI.     Of 'Accusation  and  Trial. 

1.  *e  If*any  member  fhall  think  another  unworthy  of  being  a 
member  of  this  focietv,  or  that  he  has  acted  in  any  degree 
improperly,  he  fhall  offer  his  accufation  in  Writing,  iigned  by 
himfelf  in  the  divifion  of  which  the  accufed  is  a  member. 

2.  "  Every  accufation  fhall  ftate  the  law  on  which  it  is 
grounded. 

3.  "  If  the  decifion  of  the  divifion  fhall  be  in  the  favour  of 
the  accufed,  the  trial  fhall  go  no  farther  ;  if  not,  the  accufer. 
fhall  give  a  ftatement  of  the  cafe  in  writing  to  the  delegates  of 
his  own  divifion,  to  be  laid  before  the  committee  of  delegates. 

4.  "  No  vote  or  refolution  touching  any  matter  of  accu- 
fation fhall  pafs  in  any  divifion  except  that  of  the  accufed  \&i 
mentioned  in  the  laft  article),  nor  in  any  of  the  conftituted 
bodies. 

5.  "  The  delegates  having  received  the  cafe,  fhall  elect  four 
perfons,  not  of  their  own  body,  nor  of  the  divifion  or  divifions' 
concerned  to  act  as  prefident,  fecretary,  vice-prelident,  and 
afliftant-fecretary,  in  the  enfuing  trial. 

6.  "  They  fhall  alfo  iffue  notices  to  each  divifion,  except 
thofe  of  which  the  accufer  or  accufed  are  members,  mentioning 
the  time  and  place  of  trial,  and  the  four  perfons  whom  they 
have  appointed  to  fuperintend  it,  and  requiring  each  of  them  to 
return  one  juryman. 

7.  "  Each  divifion  fhall  return  of  its  own  members  one 
juryman  by  lot;  but  none  of  the  four  perfons  appointed  to 
fuperintend  the  trial,  nor  any  member  of  any  conftituted  body 
fhall  be  returnable. 

8.  "  Every  juryman  fo  drawn  and  failing  to  attend  at  the 
appointed  time,  fhall  forfeit  two  {hillings  and  fixpence,  except 
in  caie  of  ficknefs,  as  fhall  alfo  each  fuperintendant. 

9.  il  The  fuperintendants  fhall  by  lot  take  twelve  names  out 
of  the  whole  number  prefent,  who  fhall  be  the  Jury  for  that 
tridL 

10.  "The 
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19.  ^  The  accufer  and  the  accufed  fhall  each  be  allowed  one 
affiftant  at  their  own  choice. 

1 1.  (t  The  prefident  fhall  read  the  accufation,  and  call  on  the 
accufer  to  produce  his  evidence. 

12.  "  The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  accufer  being  clofed, 
the  accufed  may  call  his  evidence. 

13.  u  During  the  time  each  witnefs  is  giving  his  evidence  he 
may  be  crofs-examined  by  the  jury,  the  prefident,  the  accufed, 
the  accufer,  or  either  of  their  affiftants. 

14.  "  The  evidence  being  clofed,  the  accufed  and  his  afliftant 
fhall  be  allowed  to  comment  on  it,  and  make  his  defence  ;  but 
the  crofs-examination  fhall  be  deemed  fufficient  on  the  part  of 
the  accufer. 

15.  "  If  the  prefident  fhall  think  proper,  he  may  recapitulate 
the  principal  points  of  the  evidence,  and  comment  on  them. 

16.  "  The  jury  fhall  give  their  verdicl  in  writing,  figned  by 
all  their  names. 

17.  "  If  the  jury  fhall  not  within  two  hours  agree  that  the  ac- 
cufed is  guilty,  he  mall  be  acquitted. 

18.  "*  The  iffue  of  the  trial  fhall  be  reported  to  the  commit- 
tee of  delegates,  and  by  them  to  the  divifions." 

jAfJE  Clio  Rick  man  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Bower* 

£K  You  are  the  wife  of  Thomas  Clio  Rickman  ? 

A.  Yes. 

i^.  What  trade  is  your  hufband  ? 

A.  A  bookfeller. 

j^.  Look  at  thefe  books,  and  fee  who  they  appear  to  be 
printed  by  ? 

A.  They  appear  to  be  printed  by  my  hufband. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  ? 

A.  Yes. 

<$>.  During  the  time  that  thefe  books  were  printing,  where 
did  Mr.  Paine  lodge. 

A.  I  believe  he  was  gone  out  of  England  at  the  time  they 
were  printed. 

jp.  Did  he  ever  lodge  at  your  houfe  ?. 

A.  Yes. 

J^,  At  wha.t  time  ? 

J.  From  June  to  September,  1792* 

i^  Did  you  ever  fee  any  of  the  fheets  of  that  work,  while 
that  printing  was  going  on  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have. 

^.  Where  did  you  fee  them  I 

A.  At  our  houfe. 

^.  Your  hufband  printed  them  \ 

A.  No,  he  is  no  printer, 

€-The 


[     328     ] 

£}.  They  were  brought  to  your  houfe  as  they  were  printed  oft?' 

A.  I  cannot  fay,   t  did  not  fee  them  printed. 

,!|?.  Did  you  ever  fee  fheets  brought  to  your  hufband's  houfe  ? 

A.  Yes,  proof  flieets  I  have. 

JgK  Where  they  brought  there  while  that  was  printing  ? 

A.  Yes,  of  the  large  edition  ;  there  were  two  editions. 

S^.  You  fay  there  were  two  editions  ? 

A.  Yes,  a  large  edition,  and  one  of  a  fmaller. 

£.  Upon  thele  works  there  was  expected  to  have  been  a 
profit  ? 

J.  Yes. 

SjK   And  how  was  the  profit  to  have  been  divided  ? 

A.  Mr.  Paine  told  me  that  we  were  to  receive  the  profit  of 
one,  it  was  to  be  divided  between  Symonds  and  my  hufband. 

4\  Of  which  ? 

A.  The  fmaller  one. 

£iK  Who  was  to  receive  the  profit  of  the  larger  one  ? 

A,  Mr.  Paine. 

J3>.  Was  Mr.  Paine  at  your  houfe  during  the  time  that  was 
published  ? 

A.  He  was  at  our  houfe  during  the  printing  of  the  large  one  ; 
cf  the  large  one  I  faw  fome  of  the  proofs  make  their  appearance 
before  he  left  England,  but  it  was  not  published  before  he  left 
England,  neither  of  them. 

^.  Do  they  appear  to  be  printed  for  any  body  elfe  befides 
your  husband  ? 

A.  Yes,  Mr.  Symonds. 

Jane  Clio  Rickman — crofs  examined  by  Mr.  Erskine. 

J^.  Do  you  mean  to  fwear,  that  you  know  thefe  were  the 
books  printed  for  Mr.  Symonds  and  your  husband ;  do  you 
mean  to  fwear  that  thefe  are  two  of  them  ? 

A.  To  the  beft  of  my  knowledge  they  are,  I  always  under- 
stood fo. 

J^;  Can  you  take  upon  yourfelf,  on  your  oath,  to  fay,  that  thefe 
were  not  printed  by  fomebody  elfe,  who  may  have  annexed 
your  husband's  name  to  them,  or  can  you  by  the  paper  and 
type  fay,  that  they  were  printed  for  your  husband  and  Symon'ds ; 
you  have  never  read  the  book  through  to  fee  it  is  the  fame  ? 

A,  I  know  nothing  about  what  it  contains,  that  book  came 
cut  of  my  (hop,  it  has  my  writing  on  it. 

J^.  Neither  do  you  know  the  lhape  of  the  letter,  the  type,  or 
the  paper  ? 

A.  I  never  faw  them  in  that  fhape. 

4j>.  7'herefore  you  cannot  fpeak  to  the  identity  of  the  book  ? 

3    Where  had  you  thefe  books  from  ? 

;  A.  I  fop- 
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A.  J  fuppofe  I  had  them  of  Mr.  Johnfon. 

Mr,  Attorney -General.  1  fliall  certainly  objecr.  to  thefe  kind  of 
queifions. 

Mr.  Erfulne.  I  require,  and  I  a<=k  no  more,  that  when  this 
fociety  or  that  fociety  is  attacked,  they  may  be  attacked  by  the 
iame  evidence,  as  they  would  be  if  we  were  in  a  trial  for  a 
libel. 

Mr.  Attorney-General.  I  have  not  yet  fhewn,  that  I  wifhed  to 
have  any  loofe  proof,  but  I  am  by  no  means  willing  to  admit  the 
propofition  to  the  extent  that  you  now  ftate  it. 
Thomas  Clio  Rickman  fworn — examined  by  Mr. Bower. 

£K  Did  you  print  one  or  both  of  thefe  books  ? 

Ji.  They  were  printed  with  my  name. 

-£K    With  your  knowledge  ? 

A.   No,  without  my  knowledge. 

$).  How  came  they  to  be  printed  with  your  name  ? — How 
came  you  to  know  that  they  were  printed  fo  ? 

A.  I  never  knew  it  at  the  time,  till  I  was  informed  j  I  was 
then  in  the  country. 

£K  At  what  time  did  you  learn  that  this  book  was  printed 
with  your  name  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  early  in  September,   1792. 

jp;  Did  you  make  any  application  to  any  body,  to  know  why 
thev  were  printed  with  your  name  ? 

A.  1  did  apply  to  Mr.  Johnfon. 

j^.  Be  fo  good  as  to  tell  me,  who  were  to  have  the  profits  of 
thefe  books  ? 

A.   That  I  never  heard  but  from  my  wife. 

i^.  Mr.  Thomas  Paine  lodged  at  your  noufe  ? 

A.  Yes. 

^.  Did  you  ever  fee  any  of  the  fheets  of  thefe  works,  as  the 
publication  was  going  on  ? 

A.   No,  not  as  they  were  going  on. 

Q  V/ere  any  proof  (heels  brought  to  you  ? 

A.  \ever. 

j^.  Look  at  them  now,  and  tell  us,  if  they  were  the  books 
you  publiQied  ? 

A.  My  name  was  put  to  them. 

£K  Did  you  ever  fell  any  of  them  ? 

A.  We  have,  many. 

Mr.  Attorney-General.  Whofe  hand  writing  is  that  upon  the 
outiide  of  the  book  ? 

A.  My  wife's  hand  writing. 

Mr.  Erskine.  Mrs.  Rick  man  admitted  that  before;  I  asked 
her  andfhe  proved  it. 

Mr.  Attorney-General.  Did  you  look  at  the  matter  of  that 

T  t  book  ; 
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book  :  in  the  courfe  of  your  profeffion,  did  you  ever  know  any 
Other  book,  entitled  A:i  Addrefs  to  the  Addreffers  ? 

A.  I  never  read  any  book  under  that  title  but  this. 

j^.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Conftitutional  Society  ? 

yf.  I  was. 
Thomas  Clio  Rickman,  crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Ersktne. 

£K   You  do  not  mean  to  fay  that  you  can  take  on  yourielf  to 
fwear  that  thefe  are  the  two  identical  books  ? 
A.  Certainly  not. 

£K  They  may.  be  exaclly  the  fame  printed  by  others,  with 
your  name  ;  is  there  any  thing  ;<bout  the  paper,  or  the  type, 
by  wThich  you  can  know  them  ;  by  which  you  can  fay  they  are 
the  fame  ? 

A.  I  know  nothing  of  the  paper  or  type.  I  know  nothing 
about  printing  at  all. 

Mr.  Attorney-General.  Is  that  the  book  that  you  fold  at  your 
fhopy  as  the  Addrefs  to  the  Addreffers,  when  fuch  a  book  was 
asked  for  ?  Look  at  the  matter  of  it. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  object,  to  that. 

Lord  Prejident.  He  mull:  have  knowledge  enough  of  the  book 
to  be  able  to  give  an  anfwer.  It  is  fufEcient  if  he  is  fatisrled 
that  this  book  contains  the  identical  words  that  were  commonly 
publifned  under  that  title,  nothing  turns  on  an  original  or  a 
copy.  If  you  are  fure  it  is  a  copy  of  trie  fame  book,  it  is  the 
fame  as  if  it  was  the  original. 

Air.  Aitorney-General.  Suppofe  the  Conffitutional  Society  re- 
ferred to  Locke's  Effay  upon  Human  Underffanding,  how  is  it 
poffible  to  indentify  that  book,  without  calling  the  bookfeller  to 
prove  that  that  is  the  book  he  ufually  fells  for  Locke  on  the 
Human  Underftanding  ? 

Lord  Chief "Jnftice.  Certainly  fo,  with  reference  to  the  evi- 
dence. The  contents  of  a  book  is  very  good  evidence  in  my 
opinion. 

Mr.  Attorney -General.  Is  that  a  book  you  would  fell  for  the 
Addrefs  to  the  Addreffers  : 

0:urt.  Did  you  ever  read  it  ? 

S%.  Do  you  know  the  contents  ? 

A.  1  have  read  the  book. 

J3>.  Then  look  and  fee  by  the  contents  of  the  book,  whether 
you  would  fell  that  book  as  The  Addrefs  to  the  Addreffers  ?.  If 
any  body  was  to  ask  for  fuch  a  book.  I  will  have  an  anwfer  to 
this  if  I  make  you  read  it  through. 

A.  I  certainly  have  read  the  Addrefs  to  the  Addreffers. 

j^.  Look  at  the  contents  of  it,  and  tell  me  if  the  contents 
are  not  the  fame  as  the  Addrefs  to  the  Addreffers,  which  yoa 
have  read  ? 

A.  I  have 


[     33*     ] 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  about  its  being  the  fame,  from  the  com- 
plexion of  the  book  altogether. 

^  You  have  been  told  three  or  four  times  to  look  at  the 
contents.  Nov  look  at  the  con  ten  cs — looking  at  it  now,  have 
you  any  doubt  that  that  is  the  Addrefs  to  the  Addreffers  ? 

A.  1  certainly  have  no  doubt. 

Mr.  Ersklne.  You  fay  you  have  no  doubt  but  it  is  the  fame  ? 
Is  the  reafon  you  fpeak  fo  from  the  general  appearance  of  the 
book,  or  is  it  from  having  a  perfecl  recollection  of  every  fen- 
tence  in  the  book  ? 

A.  Not  every  fenf.enc'e. 

J^!  Can  you  take  upon  yourfelf,  upon  your  oath,  to  fay,  that 
is  the  very  fame  word  by  word  and  letter  by  letter: 

A.   No,  i  cannot  fay  that. 

Mr.  Attorney- General,  Have  vou  any  doubt  of  it? 

J.  No. 
.  Mr.  Attorney- General,  {to  Mrs.  Rickman.)  Did  not  you  mark 
them  to  be  fold  in*  your  ihop  as  books  to  fell  ? 

J.  They  have  my  name  on  them. 

J^.  On  what  occafion  were  they  marked  ? 

A.  I  had  them  in  my  fhop  as  books  to  fell,  and  I  marked 
them  on  giving  them  to  Mr.   White. 

Mr.  Erskine.  There  is  another  confideration  before  the  book 
is  read,  1  underfland  the  Court  to  be  of  opinion,  and  I  am  not 
difpoled  to  argue  it,  that  this  book  mull  be  taken  at  prefent  to 
bethcletter  AddreiTedto  the  AddrefTers  on  the  Proclamation,  by 
Thomas  Paine.  What  I  wifh  to  know  is,  how  it  is  propofed  to 
make  this  book  evidence  in  this  cafe.  I  perfectly  underfland 
why  the  Rights  of  Man  was  taken  to  be  fo,  becaufeof  the  Cos- 
refponding  Society  having  come  to  a  refolution  to  circulate  this 
book.  -1  underfland  that  there  is  no  evidence  as  yet  before  tne 
Court  of  any  refolution  of  either  of  the  focieties  to  circulate 
this  book,  to  recommend  it  or  to  read  it. 

Lord  Prefident.  You  had  better  hear  how  they  flate  it. 

Mr.  Attorney -General.  Your  Lordfnip  will  give  me  leave  to 
obferve,  that  Mr,  Paine  is  proved  to  have  publifhed  the  fir  ft  part  of 
the  Rights  of  Man  ;  the  fecond  part  of  the  Rights  of  Man  ;  the 
Letter  to  the  French  Nation,  and  1  believe,  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Dun- 
das.  I  am  not  certain,  as  I  was  outof  court  yefterday  morning,  but 
I  underfland,  Mr.  Paine  is  alfo  proved  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Conftitutional  Society.  Rickman,  who  Hands  at  the  bar,  and  was 
the  perfon  in  whofe  hands  it  was  to  be  fold,  is  alio  proved  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Conftitutional  Society.  Under  thefecircumftan- 
ees,  I  fubmit  to  your  Lordihip.;  that  Mr.  Paine  and  Mr  Rick* 
man,  both  being  members,  what  the  one  writes  for  publication, 
and  the  other  fays  he  gave  him  for  publication,  is  evidence. 

Lord  Prefukm,  i  do  nst  imagine  that  thefe  facts,  which  are 

T  t  2  fo 
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fo  perfe&iy  wide  of  the  particular  fubject  of  this  indictment,  can 
poffibly  implicate  them,  fo  as  to  make  what. this  book  ailerts 
evidence  in  the  caufe. 

Mr.  Attorney-General.  If  that' is  your  Lordfhip's  opinion,  I 
will  not  prefs  it  further.  1  fhail  now  produce  a  refblution  for 
printing  part  of  this  in  the  Argus,  and  read  that  part  of  it 
which  is  printed  in  the  Argus. 

Lord  Preftdent  You  may  read  the  whole  if  you  wifh  to  prove 
a  refolution  for  printing  or  recommending  a  part  ol  it ;  that 
alters  the  cafe  widely. 

Mr.  Erskhie.  It  may  (hew  a  knowledge  of  all,  but  it  will  not 
0»:w  a  publication  of  all. 

Lord  President.  Certainly  not. 

Mr  Attorn sy-General.  I  will  not  trouble  your  Lordfhip  with 
it  iii  this  trial. 

Mr.  Gurnell  called  in. 

Mr.  Attorney -General.  I  am  now  going  to  give  evidence  a- 
bout  arming. 

Mr.  Boiver.  {To  Gurnell.)  Where  did  you  feize  this  paper  ? 

A.  In  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe. 

*  (The  Clerk  reads.) 

Letter,  dated  Sheffield,  24th  of  April,  1794.     Signed,  Richard 

Davidfonj  and  addreffed  Citizen  Hardy,  No.  9,  Piccadilly 

London,- 

•«  Fellow  Citizens,  Sheffield^  April  24,  1794. 

"  The  barefaced  ariflocracy  of  the  prefent  adminiftration  has 
made  it  neceffary  that  we  fhould  be  prepared  to  a£t  on  the 
defenfive  againft  any  attack  they  may  command  their  newly 
armed  minions  to  make  upon  us.  A  plan  has  been  hit  upon, 
and  if  encouiaged  fufficiently,  will,  no  doubt,  have  the  effect 
of  furnifhing  a  quantity  of  pikes  to  the  patriots  ;  great  enough 
to  make  them  formidable.  The  blades  are  made  of  (reel,  tem- 
pered and  poliihed  after  an  approved  form  ;  they  may  be  fixed 
into  any  fhafts  ;  but  fir  ones  are  recommended,  of  the  girth  of 
the  aGcompanyiug  boops  at  the  top  end,  and  about  an  inch 
niore  at  the  bottom  -,  the  blades  and  hoops,  more  than  which 
cannot  be  properly  fent  to  any  great  dilrance,  will  be  charged 
one  {hilling. '  Money  to  be  fent  with  the  order.  As  the  infti- 
tution  is  in  its  infancy,  immediate  encouragement  is  neceffary. 
Stiuck  through  in  the  f  Orders  may  be  fent  to  the  jecretary  of 
original".  I      the  Sheffield  Conftitutlonal  Society. 

(Signed)  "  Richard  Davidson. 

«  To  prevent  poll  fufpicion,  direct  to  Mr.  Robert  xMoody, 
China-fquare,  Sheffield.5' 

Mr.  Attorney^ 
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Mr.  Attorney-General  (To  the  Clerk)  Does  there  appear  any 
thing  (truck  out  i 

A.  Yes;  {Orders  may  be  fent  to  the  fecretary  of  the  Sheffield 
Conflitutional  Society)  that  is  ftruck  out. 

i£.   Then  read  what  follows  : 

(Reads,; — "  To  prevent  fufpicion,  &c.  as  before." 

Mr.  Attorney-General    Now  read  the  letter  that  was  inclofecL 

j^,  (To  Gumell)  Did  you  find  this  letter  in  Mr.  Hardy's 
poireiiion  ? 

A.  Yes. 

(The  Clerk  reads.) 
Abetter  without  a  date,  directed  to  the  fecretary  of  the  Norwich 
Patriotic  Society.     Signed,  Richard  Davidfon. 
<c  Fellow  Citizens, 

**  The  barefaced  arifrocracy  of  the  prefent  administration  has 
made  it  necefTary  to  prepare  to  act  upon  the'  defenfive,  in 
cafe  of  any  attack  upon  the  patriots. 

<l  A  plan  has  been  formed  for  carrying  into  effect  this  necef- 
fary  buiinefs.  Pike-blades  are  made  with  hoops  for  the  fhafta 
to  fit  the  top-ends  ;  ihe  bottom  end  of  the  {hafts  fliould  be 
about  an  inch  thicker,  and  fir  is  recommended  for  the  fhafts, 
felected  by  pcrfons  who  are  judges  of  wood.  The  blades  and 
hoops  will  be  fold  at  the  rate  of  one  {hilling  properly  tempered 
and  polifhed.     The  money  fent  with  the  orders. 

(Signed)  "  Richard  Davidson. 

M  Direct  to  Robert  Moody,  China-fquare,  Sheffield,  to  pre- 
vent the  poft-mafter's  fufpicion." 

Jury.  Is  that  fecond  letter  addreffed  to  the  Patriotic  Society 
at  Norwich  without  a  date  ? 

A.  It  is,  and  was  inclofed  in  the  former. 
JVilliam  Carnage  called. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  call  this  perfo.i  to  prove  that  there 
was  fuch  a  perfon  as  William  Davifen  connected  with  the  Con- 
ititutional  Society  of  Sheffield,  and  to  prove  that  thefe  letters 
aie  his  hand-writing. 

William  Cam  age  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Law. 

j^.  Was  ycu  a  member  of  the  Society  for  Conflitutional 
Information  at  Sheffield  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  When  did  you  fir  ft  begin  to  be  fuch  member  ?      * 

A.   About  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1791. 

jp.  Did  you  ever  act  as  fecretary  ro  that  fociety  ? 

A.  Yes. 

^j  For  how  long  ? 

A.  Perhaps  five  or  fix  months  ;  I  cannot  exactly  tell  the 
time. 

£K  When 
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gK  When  did  you  ceafe  to  ac~f.  in  that  capacity? 

A.  The  latter  end  of  April,  or  the  beginning  of  May,  Ia% 
year. 

j^.  Did  you  in  that  character  write  letters  for  the  fociety  ? 

A.  ]S!o  ;  I  did  not,  I  was  to  fign  the  letters. 

£K  By  whom  was  the  bufinefs  of  this  fociety  managed  ? 

A.  By  different  perfons. 

®>.  Did  they  form  a  committee,  or  in  what  way  did  they 
manage  the  bufinefs  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  was  a  committee. 

jp.  Who  were  the  leading  perfons  in  that  committee  ? 

A.  Edward  Martin  was  one  of  the  committee,  John  Alcock, 
George  Widdifon,  Matthew  Dodwcll. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  I  beg  your  Lordfhip's  attention ;  I 
only  have  thefe  names  mentioned  to  fee  how  many  among  them 
•were  of  the  twelve  who  were  afibciated  with  the  conftitutional 
fociety  the  beginning  of  May  1792. 

Mr.  Law.  In  the  converiations  among  the  fociety,  what  was 
their  profelTed  obje£l  when  you  firft  became  a  member  ? 

A.  A  parliamentary  reform. 

S%K  Among  the  perfons  attending  thefe  meetings,  what  was 
their  profelTed  objecl  r 

A-  A  parliamentary  reform. 

£K  Did  they  profefs  any  other  objecl:  during  the  time  you 
belonged  to  the  fociety  ? 

A~.  That  continued  to  be  their  object  during  rriy  fecretaryfhip. 

j^.  Was  there  any  talk  about  fuffrage? 

A.  Not  in  my  fecretaryfhip. 

i^.  You  ceafed  to  be  fecretary  about  April  laft  ? 

A.  April  or  May  laft  year  1793. 

J^\  Did  you  continue  to  be  a  member  of  that  fociety  ? 

A.  Yes. 

<^.  What  was  the  profeflcd  object  of  the  fociety  fubfequent 
to  that  ?         , 

A.  I  cannot  properly  fpeak  to  that ;  the  other  fecretary  that 
will  be  examined  can  fpeak  more  properly  than  I  can. 

£K  Do  you  remember  the  fociety  at  Sheffield  choofing  any 
perfon  as  their  delegate  to  the  convention  in  Scotland  ? 

A.  Yes,  Matthew  Campbell  Brown. 

j^.  Do  you  know  whether  he  went  upon  that  delegation  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  believe  he  did. 

j^.  Do  you  know  whether  Brown  was  ever  taken  into 
cuitody  t 

A.  Yes. 

j^.    Did  you  go  down  to  him  at  the  time  when  he  was  in 


cultody 
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A.  Nq  ;  he  was  not  in  cuftody  when  I  went  to  hira. 
'    jp.  Was  you  fent  to  him  while  he  was  in  Edinburgh  ? 

A.  Yes. 

ip.  By  whom  ? 

A.  By  the  fociety. 

£$j  What  was  you  fent  to  him  for  ? 

A.  To  carry  him  a  fupply  of  cafh. 

^.  Did  you  fo  ? 

A,  Yes,  I  took  him  to  the  amount  of  iol.  from  Sheffield, 
and  I  called  at  Leeds  and  took  him  nearly  the  fame  fum  from 
there. 

j^   Did  you  carry  money  from  any  other  focieties  ? 

A.  No. 

£>.  Did  you  know  how  the  money  fo  carried  was  collected  ? 

A.  No  ;  I  did  not. 

One  of  the  Jury.  Did  you  go  to  Scotland. 

A.  Yes. 

£K   Did  you  fee  him  at  Edinburgh  ? 

A.   Yes. 

Mr.  Lam.  How  were  your  own  expences  defrayed  ? 

A.  At  the  expence  of  the  fociety. 

£K  Who  did  you  receive  the  money  immediately  from  ? 

A.   From  the  hands  of  Mr.  Gales,  a  printer  of  Sheffield. 

j^.   Was  he  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Society  there? 

Jl.  Yes  ;  I  believe  he  was. 

£K  Do  you  remember,  before  you  gave  up  your  place  as 
fecretary,  any  perfon  of  the  name  of  Yorke  or  Redhead,  who 
became  a  member  of  that  fociety  ? 

A.   I  knew  one  Henry  Yorke. 

j^   Did  you  ever  know  him  by  any  other  name  ? 

A.  No. 

£K  Do  you  know  where  Gales  the  printer  is  now  ? 

A.   1  do  not  know  any  thing  at  all  of  him. 

S^j    Has  he  ceafed  to  be  {ecn  at  Sheffield  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  he  has. 

£K  You  know  a  perfon,   you  fay,  of  the  name  of  Yorke  ? 

A.  Yes. 

<$K  Have  you  known  him  before  or  fince,  by  any  other 
name  ? 

A.  No  ;  never. 

Q.  He  attended  the  meetings  of  this  fociety  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q  Since  the  time  he  came  as  a  member  of  this  fociety,  did 
he  frequent  the  meetings  pretty  regularly  I 
A.  No  i  he  did  not. 
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.*£.  Did  he  take  any  active  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
meetings  when  he  did  happen  to  attend  ? 

A.   He  ufed  to  exhort  fometime% 

j^  Do  you  recolleffc  the  fubjecl:  of  his  exhortation? 

Jl.   No  ;  they  were  too  complicated  for  me  to  remember. 

£K  Do  you  ever  remember  hearing  him  mention  the  fubjecl: 
of  arms  ? 

J.  No  ;  never  in  public. 

Sfr.    What  were  the    means  that  he   recommended  to  the 
fociety  ? 

A.  A  parliamentary  reform. 

J$K   How  was  that  to  be  brought  about  ? 

4.  By  petitioning  the  parliament,   at  firft  I  heard  him,   that 
was  his  principal  exhortation. 

J$K  What  was  the  next  meafure,  fuppofing  the  petition  re- 
jected } 

A.  I  never  heard  any  fpecific  plan  fpoke  of  by  him. 

£K  No  fpecific  plan  ? 

d.  No,  no  plan  at  all. 
•   £>.  You  faid  he  did  not  in  public  advife  the  ufe  of  arms  ? 

J.   No,  never  in  public. 

i9.  Now,  I  a  fie  vou  what  you  have  heard  him  advife  on  that 
/abject  in  private  ? 

Mr.  Ersklne.  What  a  man  faid  in  private,  is  that  to  be  ad- 
mitted ?■ 

Lord  Chief  Jufiice.  He  was  a  delegate  from  the  Conftitutional 
Society  to  the  Scotch  Convention. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  do  not  mean  to  prefs  it  ;  my  idea  was,  that 
what  an  agent  fays  in  private  cannot  be  produced  in  evidence. 

Lord  Chief  fuflice.     He  is  not  an  agent,  but  a  party. 

Mr.  Law.  I  am  enquiring  about  the  time  when  he  was  at 
Sheffield,  not  while  he  was  an  agent  merely :  I  afk  you,  fir, 
whether  in  private  you  ever  heard  him  give  recommendations 
of  that  fort  ? 

A.  The  fociety  was  threatened  to  be  difperfed  in  their  meet- 
ings by  the  people  of  Sheffield,  by  the  oppofite  party,  and  in 
private  the  people  thought  it  necefTary  they  jhould  have  arms  for 
their  defence,  and  he  approved  of  it,  that  they  had  a  right  to  be 
armed  ?  he  did  not  fee  any  harm  in  the  bufinefs  for  their  own 
defence. 

j^.  Defence  againft  what  ? 

A.  Againft  any  illegal  attack  from  that  party  that  had  threat- 
ened. 

J^.  Who  were  the  people  that  thought  it  necefTary  to  b« 
armed  ?  ~ 

A.  The  friends  of  reform,  to  protect  their  meetings. 

^  The 
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j9.  The  ConfHtutional  Society  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q  Who  did  you  hear,  members  of  the  ConfHtutional  Soci- 
ety,  exprefs  this  idea  r 

A.  I  cannot  recoiled  their  names,  it  was  a  general  idea. 
j^.   And  Mr.  Yorke,  you  fay,  approved  of  that  idea  ? 
jl.  Yes. 

jp.  Did  vou  ever  hear  him  mention  any  particular  fort   of 
arms,  ss  diftinguifhed  from  arms  in  general  ? 
A.   No,  not  at  the  iirft. 

J^.  I  am  not  asking  at  the  firft  ;  did  you  never  hear  him  re- 
crxmmend  any  particular  fpecies  of  arms  to  be  ufed  for  this  pur- 
pofe  ? 

A.  Re  was  (hewn  the  blade  of  a  pike,  which  he  approved  of. 
Q  By  whom  was  he  (hewn  that  ? 
A.   By  me,  and  Henry  Hill. 
$\  Who  is  Henry  Hill  ? 
A.  A  (hoemaker's  knife  forger. 
Q.  By  whom  was  that  pike  made  ? 
A.  By  him  I  believe. 

SiK  Did  be  mention  any  other  fort  of  arms  ? 
A    No,  he  did  not. 
£>.  Nor  inftruments. 
A.  No. 

j^.  Have  you  ever  had  any  converfation  with  him  refpecling 
mulquets  ? 

A.  No,  I  don't  know  that  ever  I  had. 

j|\  You  faid  that  Hill  and  you  fhewed  him  a  pike.  Did  he 
approve  or  difapprove  of  the  form  of  the  pike  which  you  (hew- 
ed him  t 

A.  He  apprdyed  of  the  form  of  that  we  fhewed  him  at  that 
time. 

§>j  Did  he  fuggeft  any  alteration  to  be  made  in  the  form  of  it  ? 
A.   Not  in  that. 

^    What  other  pike  was  (hewn  him  ? 
A.  I  believe  he  had  another  (hewn  to  him. 
i^.   Was  you  prefent  ? 
A.  I  was  not. 

i?.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  talk  of  any  other  pike  being  fhewn 
to  him  ? 

A.   No,  I  never  heard  him  talk  of  it. 

j^.  Had  you  ever  before  Yorke  came  among  you,  heard  any 
recommendation  to  arm  ? 

Air.  Attorney-General.  Did  he  mention  any  country  in  which 
pikes  were  ufed  ? 

A.  No,  I  never  heard  bim  mention  any  country. 

U  u  Mr.  Law* 
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Mr.  Law.  How  foon  after  this  pike  was  fhewn  to  Mr  Yorke, 
do  you  know  of  any  having  been  begun  to  be  made  at  Sheffield  ? 

A.  No,  none  before  that. 

^   Do  you  know  of  any  confiderable  quantity  having  been 
made  after  that  ? 

A.   No  ;   three  dozien  only  that  I  faw  made  myfelf. 

£K  By  whom  were  thoie  three  dozen  made  ? 

A.  By  Henry  Hill. 

£K  Do  you  know  one  Widdifon,  of  Parkgate,  in  Sheffield,  2 
turner  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  employed  in  making  any 
part  of  thefe  pikes  ? 

A.  I  have  heard,  him  fay  he  was  employed  in  making  handles. 

<$K  Had  you  ever  any  converfation  with  Widdifon,  in  Mr. 
Yorke's  prefence  ? 

A.  No,  I  have  been  at  Mr.  Yorke's  lodging,  Widdifon  was 
there,  but  I  do  not  recollect  any  converfation 

^.  Did  you  ever  fee  a  pike  handle  at  Widdifon's,  of  the  fame 
form  as  thole  you  fhewed  to  AJr.  Yorke  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  did  fee  one  in  Widdifon's  poffeffion. 

Q  Of  the  fame  form  as  that  which  you  and  Hill  had  fhewn 
to  Yorke  ? 

A.  Yes,  nearly  the  fame  form. 

Lord  Cbiefjifjlice  Do  you  know  how  Widdifon  came  by 
that? 

A.  No,  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Law.  Was  it  in  the  day  time  or  night  you  went  to  Mr. 
Yorke's 

A.  It  was  in  the  night  ? 

gK  What  time  of  night  ? 

A.  Between  eight  and  nine. 

if>.  Did  Mr.  Yorke  take  it  in  his  hand  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  did. 

t~K  Did  he  look  at  it  for  any  length  of  time  ? 

A.  No,  he  did  not. 

i^.  Do  you  recollect  what  obfervations  he  made  on  taking  it 
into  his  hand  ? 

A.  No  particular  obfervation  that  I  recollect,  no  further  than 
he  approved  of  it. 

J%K  From  the  converfation  which  palled  between  Mr.  Yorke 
and  Hill  and  you,  could  you  collect  whether  Mr.  Yorke  had 
any  pikes  fhewn  him  before  of  a  conftruction  which  he  did  not 
approve  ? 

A.  No,  not  by  any  converfation  at  that  time.  I  undei flood 
by  Henry  Hill,  that  he  had  fhewn  him  fome  before. 

i^.  New 
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j9.  Now,  Sir,  will  you  recollect  yourfelf,  of  what  number  of 
perfons  might  that  meeting  confift,  when  Mr.  Yorke  advifed 
to  get  arms  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  there  was  any  body  there  in  his  lodging"-,, 
but  himfelf  and  me  at  that  time. 

j^.  Was  there  at  any  other  time? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  there  was. 

S%j  Do  you  recollect  any  meeting  in  the  month  of  March, 
1794,  in  which  the  providing  of  arms  was  talked  of? 

A,  No,  I  never  heard  that  there  was  a  meeting  of  that  fort. 

Q.  You  was  not  prefent  at  that  meeting  ? 

A.  No,  I  was  not. 

j^.  You  was  prefent  at  a  meeting  in  March  ? 

A.  Not  where  arms  were  recommended. 

£>.  I  am  not  fpeaking  of  a  meeting  of  a  fociety ;  but  was 
you  prefent  with  Mr.  Yorke  and  others  at  any  time  in  the  month 
of  March,  1794,  when  Mr.  Yorke  and  others  recommended  the 
procuring  of  arms  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Upon  the  Caftle-hill  do  you  remember  being  with  him  ? 

A.  Yes. 

jp.  Did  he  recommend  any  thing  of  the  kind  then  ? 

A.  No. 

j^.  Do  you  know  one  Davidfon,  who  lived  with  Gales,  the 
printer  ? 

A.  Yes. 

<%>.  Did  you  ever  fee  any  pikes  when  you  have  been  in  com- 
pany with  him  ? 

A.  No,  I  never  did  ;  I  never  faw  any  in  his  pofTeffion. 

Q  Did  you  in  his  prefence  ? 

A.  No,  1  did  not. 

£%.  Do  you  know  one  Robert  Moody  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  Do  you  remember  any  meeting  in  the  month  of  April, 
or  any  month  in  the  year  1794,  when  Mr.  Yorke  recommended 
the  providing  themfelves  with  arms  ? 

A.  No,  I  do  not. 

^.  Do  you  remember  any  fpeech  made  by  Mr.  Yorke  upon 
the  Caftle-hill,  Sheffield  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  What  did  he  recommend  in  that  fpeech  to  the  perfons  af  ■ 
iembled,  refpecting  a  reform  in  Parliament  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  at  prefent  to  make  mention  of  the 
words  he  made  ufe  of,  only  refpecting  the  reform  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

U  u  2  £K  Did 
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Q.  Did  he  recommend  to  them  to  petition  Parliament,  or  that 
they  mould  not  ? 

A.  That  they  fhould  not ;  and  a  refolve  was  paiTed  for  that 
purpofe. 

&>.  Were  any  other  means  then  recommended  by,  orrefolved 
upon,  by  the  focieties  then  affembled  ? 

A.  No. 

J^.'  Did  you  hear  an  addrefs  to  the  nation  ever  talked  of 
there  ? 

A.  I  heard  fomething  of  a  kind  of  addrefs  to  the  people. 

S$>.   Was  that  recommended  by  Mr.  Yorke  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  ? 

j^.  Then  he  recommended  to  them  not  to  petition  Parlia- 
ment, that  was  agreed  upon,  and  he  recommended  an  addrefs 
to  the  nation  .? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  Did  Mr.  Yorke  walk  home,  or  go  home  in  any  fort  of 
triumph  ? 

A.   He  was  conducted  home  in  a  carriage. 

J9.  What  do  you  mean  by  conducted  ? 

A.  Without  horfes. 

j9.  Drawn  by  the  people  ? 

Jf.  Yes. 

£K  Conducted  home  in  triumph  ? 

A  Yes. 

j^.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Yorke  fay  any  thing  refpectinf  a 
convention  ? 

A.  No,  I  never  did. 

®K   Never? 

si.   Never. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  fay  any  thing  what  would  be  the 
beft.  means  of  redreffing  grievances  ? 

A.  No,  not  that  I  recoiled. 

S$K  Or  any  thing  refpecting  a  convention  ?    N 

Ji.  I  have  heard  him  difapprove  of  the  Scotch  convention. 

£).  On  what  ground  did  he  protefs  himfelf  to  difapprove  of 
the  bcotch  convention  ? 

.  A.   He  thought  it  was  a  very  wrong  piece  of  bufinefs  for  them 
to  affemble,  becaufe  the  people  were  much  unprepared. 

j^.   How  unprepared? 
:  yi.  I  have  toid  you  that  I  cannot  recollect  about  it. 

J9.  In  what  manner  unprepared  he  did  not  fpecify  ? 
•   J.  No,  I  do  not  recollect  ne  did. 

4^  Did  he  mention  any  ffeps  that  they  fhoukl  have  taken 
preparatory  to  their  affembling  in  Convention  ? 

4.  I  do  not  recollect  any  thing  particular. 

£.  You 
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J^\  You  was  down  at  Edinburgh  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j£>.  Did  he  flate  any  thing  they  mould  have  done  before  they 
declared  themfclves,  the  Hritifh  Convention  ? 

A.  He  faid  they  had  fplit  on  a  rock  ;  they  fhould  have  firfr. 
brought  out  an  addrefs  to  the  people  before  they  declared  them- 
felves  a  convention,  or  fomething  to  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  Attorney-General.  Did  you  ever  fee  that  before,  Mr. 
Carnage  ?   (jlietving  him  a  letter.) 

A.  Yes. 

S%>.   Where  did  you  fee  that  letter  before  ?( 

A.  In  the  pofTefTion  of  Richard  Davidfon. 

J%j   At  what  place  ? 

A.  In  my  own  houfe,  in  Sheffield. 

Lord  Chief  Jujlice.   What  is  that  ? 

Mr.  Attorney- General.  That  is  a  letter  that  we  have  hear! 
on  the  fubject  of  arms,  that  was  fent  to  Mr.  Hardy. 

ii^.  Look  at  that.  Did  you  ever  fee  that  before  ?  (afecond 
letter /hewn  him.) 

/  No,  I  do  not  recollect  this  letter. 

j|\,   How  long  had  Davidfon  lived  at  Sheffield  ? 

A.  I  cannot  rightly  tell  you.  He  came  to  Sheffield  fome 
time  about  the  beginning  of  this  year,  I  believe. 

jp.  Where  did  he  come  from  ? 

A.  From  Leeds.  I  believe  he  acted  as  fecretary  to  the  fo- 
ciety  at  Leeds,  when  I  was  at  Edinburgh. 

j^.  Had  you  any  converfation  about  the  place  to  which  the 
perfon  to  whom  the  letter  was  directed  was  to  fend  his  anfwer  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  defired  a  letter  to  be  directed  to  Mr.  Moody. 

j^.  What  did  he  fay  about  Moody  ? 

A.  He  faid  that  the  direction  in  that  letter,  (hould  come  to 
Robert  Moody  from  London. 

j^J.  There  is  the  name  of  Broomhead  which  is  fcratched 
out.     Had  you  no  talk  how  it  happened  ? 

A.  We  had  reafon  to  believe  that  a  letter  to  the  fecretary 
was  fometimes  intercepted. 

j^.   What  is  Moody? 

A.  A  carpenter  and  joiner. 

§K   Had  he  any  thing  to  do  with  pikes  ? 

A:  Yes. 

£).  What  is  Widdifon  ? 

A.   A  hair-dreiTer  and  turner. 

£>.  What  had  Moody  to  do  with  pikes? 

A.  He  put  handles,  I  believe,  to  three  dozen. 

j^   What  length  were  the  handles  ? 

A.  Some  were  about  feven  foot,  I  believe. 

|>,  What 
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£K  What  length  were  the  blades  ? 

A.   About  ten  inches,  I  think,  as  near  as  I  can  recoil  eel:; 
nine  or  ten  inches,  i  am  not  certain  which. 

j^.  In  what  fhape  were  the  blades? 

A.  About  the  fame  fhape  as  a  bayonet. 

j^.  Do  you  mean  that  they  were  fluted  like  a  bayonet  ? 

A.  Yes. 

One  of  the  Jury.  And  pointed  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  the  fhape  of  a  bayonet. 

Mr.  Attorney- General.  Was  there  any  of  any  other  fhape  ? 

A.  No,  none  that  were  fhafted. 

j^.  Were  there  any  other  blades  made  that  were  not  fhafted, 
of  any  other  fhape  ? 

A.  There   was  one  made  I  believe,  that  was   not  of  that 
fhape. 

j^K  Was  that  one  that  was  made  before  not  of  the  fhape, 
ever  (hewn  to  Mr  Yorke  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  the  one  that  Hill  took  up  and  fhewed  to 
Yorke  ;   I  am  not  certain. 

g)j  Have  you  feen  that  one  ? 

A.  Yes. 
.   J3>.  Then  thofe  that  were  actually  fhafted  were  in  the  fhape 
cf  a  bayonet. 

A.  Yes. 

<%>.  And  the  handle  was  feven  foot  long,  and  the  blade  about 
ten  inches  ? 

A.  Yes. 

$>j  What  wood  were  the  handles  made  of? 

yl.  I  believe  of  fir. 

&K  Was  there  any  particular  reafons  given  why  the  handles 
were  made  of  fir  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q   Had  Davidfon  been  long  at  Sheffield  ? 

A.  No,  he  had  not. 

£K  Do  you  know  where  he  is  now  ? 

A.  I  do  net  j  I   have  never  heard  of  him  ever  fince  1  was 
taken  up. 

£K  Had  he  left  Sheffield  before  that  time  ? 

A.   Yes,  about  a  fortnight  before  I  was  taken  up. 

£K  How  long  had  Gales  left  it  before  you  were  taken  up? 

A.  Nearly  about  the  fame  time,  I  believe. 

£>.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  fuch  a  thing  as  a  cat? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  What  is  the  name  of  it  ? 

J".   A  night-cat. 

SK  What  is  a  night-cat  ? 

4.  Ic 
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A.  It  (lands  with  four  points ;  fo  that  when  it  is  thrown  on 
the  ground,  one  point  always  prefents  itfelf. 

j|>.   Have  you  feeri  one  ? 

A.  I  faw  the  model  of  one  five  or  fix  weeks  before  I  was 
taken  up. 

£K  Had  you  ever  feen  fuch  a  thing  before  ? 

A.  No. 

j|>.   What  was  the  ufe  of  it  ? 

A.  I  underflood  it  was  for  acting  againft  the  cavalry. 

J%.  How  was  a  night-cat  to  act  againft  cavalry  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell. 

£K  You  muft  knew,  how  could  it  hurt  a  horfe  ? 

A    By  throwing  them  in  the  itreet. 

J3K  What  would  it  do,  run  into  his  neck,  or  what  other  part 
of  it  ? 

A.  Into  his  foot,  I  fuppofe. 

William  Camage — crofs  examined  by  Mr.  Erskine. 

^.  You  have  been  asked  what  was  the  object  of  this  focietv, 
and  you  (aid  it  was  a  parliamentary  reform  ? 

A.   Yes. 

£K  Was  that  your  object  when  you  became  a  member  of 
that  fociety  ? 

A.  It  was. 

£K  You  fay  you  was  fecretary  to  that  fociety  ? 

J.  Yes. 

Qj  And  you  was  a  member  of  this  fociety  from  the  year 
1791  to  1794  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^  Explain  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury  when  you  become 
a  member  of  this  fociety,  in  order  to  have  a  parliamentary  re- 
form ;  what  fort  of  parliamentary  reform  was  it  that  you  wifhed 
for? 

A.  A  more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament. 

£K  In  what  branch  of  the  parliament? 

A.   In  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

£K  Had  you  any  idea  by  a  parliamentary  reform  in  your  own 
mind,  when  you  became  a  member,  or  when  you  continued 
there,  to  touch  the  King's  majefty,  or  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ? 

A.   Never  in  my  life. 

^  I  ask  you,  in  the  prefence  of  God,  before  whom  you 
muft  anfwer,  if  you  had  any  idea  of  destroying  the  king  ? 

i   No,  God  forbid. 

J^.  Did  you  ever  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  time  you  was  fecre- 
tary, did  you  ever  obferve,  from  any  proceedings  of  the  fociety, 
from  what  pa/Ted  amongft  the  members,  and  what  they  faid  and 

what 
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what  they  did,  had  you  any  reafon  to  believe  that  any  of  therri 
meant  different  from  yourfelf  ? 

A.  Never  an  individual  among  the  whole  fociety. 

i£.  Then  1  underftand  you  to  fay,  upon  the  oath  you  have 
taken,  and  fubjeifr.  to  the  confequences  here  and  hereafter,  that 
there  was  no  fuch  idea  either  in  your  own  mind,  and  from  what 
they  faid,  in  the  mind  of  the  other  members  ? 

A.  Never. 

<•>.  When  you  faid  that  the  refolve  was  not  to  petition  par- 
liament, did  you  mean  to  petition  it  at  that  time,  or  never  to 
petition  it  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fpeak  to  that ;  there  was  never  any  fpecific  plan 
pointed  out,  by  what  means  redrefs  mould  be  obtained. 

£>.  Was  it  ever  pointed  out  that  this  change  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  to  be 
carried  by  force  of  arms  and  violence  ? 

A.  No,  never. 

$K  If  you  had  any  idea  that  the  members  of  your  fociety,  or 
of  other  focieties,  meant^  by  combining  force,  to  over- rule  the 
inclinations  of  the  people  at  large  and  the  inclinations  of  the. 
parliament,  would  you  have  continued  a  member  ? 

A.  No  ;  I  would  not. 

i^.  I  afk  you,  under  the  folemnity  of  the  oath  you  have 
taken,  whether  you  ever  faw  any  thing  that  led  you  to  fufpect 
or  believe  that  was  the  intention  of  your  fociety  ? 

A.  Never. 

£K  Did  you  ever  fee  any  thing  done,  or  hear  any  thing  faid, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  any  mifchievous  individuals  among 
you  ? 

A.  No ;  I  never  had  caufe  to  fufpecl  any  one. 

$£.  If  you  had  had  an  idea  independently  of  force,  that  the 
object  you  was  about  might  ultimately  have  affecled  the  fafetv  of 
the  Monarch  upon  the  throne,  would  you  have  continued  in 
that  fociety  ? 

J.  No  ;  I  would  not. 

<£.  You  fay  you  continued  fccretary  till  the  year  1793.  Did 
you  read  with  attention  all  you  figned,  or  did  you  take  it  upon 
truff.  that  it  was  what  it  ought  to  be  ? 

A.  I  generally  read  it  before  I  figned  it. 

$>.  You  continued  a  member  after  you  ceafed  to  be  ftcretary  ? 

A,  Yes. 

^.  You  continued  a  member  till  the  time  you  was  taken  up  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 

J^.  Did  you  fee  any  reafon  before  you  was  taken  up  to 
change  your  opinion  of  the  fentiments  of  thofe  with  whom  you 
were  afTociated  ? 

A,  No; 
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J.  No  J  I  did  not. 

&K  Had  you  ever  any  reafon  to  believe,  from  what  you  have 
heard  them  fay  or  do— I  afk  you  to  look  into  your  own  foul, 
and  tell  me  whether  you  ever  did  yourfelf,  or  whether  you  have 
reafon  to  believe  that  any  other  member  of  the  fociety  began  to 
Intend  mifchief  ? 

As  No,  I  never  did. 

£>.  Tell  us  when  it  was  that  your  meetings  began  to  be 
threatened  with  interruptions  ? 

A.   About  the  beginning  of  April  or  March  1794. 

j^  Do  you  remember  the  time  when  the  Convention  was  to 
be  held  at  Edinburgh? 

A.  Yes. 

Q  Was  there  any  thing  propofed  by  the  fociety  of  which 
you  was  a  member,  or  did  you  ever  hear  any  thing  laid,  or  fee 
any  thing  done,  to  the  effecl:  that  this  Convention  was  to  put 
down  the  King  and  Parliament,  and  be  ufelf  the  King  and 
Parliament? 

A.  Never. 

■^j  Did  it  ever  enter  into  your  conception  that  this  Con- 
vention was  to  make  laws,  or  take  upon  it  the  functions  be- 
longing to  the  ft  ate  ? 

A.  1  never  underftood  it  fo. 

,  J3>.  Did  you  conceive  it  meant  any  thing  more  than  to'con* 
fider  of  the  beft  means  to  efFeit  a  change  in  the  representation 
of  the  people  in  the  Houie  of  Commons  ? 

A.  The  idea  the  Sheffield  Society  had  3t  that  time,  was,  that 
the  Scotch  Convention  were  to  petition  parliament. 

<$>.  Was  it  univerfally  faid  amongft  your  fociety,  that  though 
a  petition  from  a  fmaller  number  of  individuals  will  be  neo-le£fed 
and  fruitlefs,  was  it  not  the  general  opinion  that,  when  you  had 
got  the  fentiments  of  a,  great  number  of  the  refpeciable  part  of 
the  people,  and  then  petition  as  a  convention,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  would  attend  to.  you,  though  they  would  not  to  a 
fmaller  number  ?■ 

A.  Yes,  at  that  time  it  was. 

£K  Was  that,  upon  your  oath,  what  you  collected  of  the 
general  fentiments  of  the  people  ? 

A.  Yes  it  was,  according  to  my  ideas. 

j^.  Was  you,  while  you  continued  a  member  of  the  focietVj 
and  till  the  time  you  was  taken  up,  a  friend  to  the  Britifh  con- 
ifitution  in  its  purity  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  was. 

^j  Had  you  any  wifh  to  bring  into  England  the  deflations 
and  the  anarchies  that  are  in  France  ? 

A.  Never. 

i^.  Had  you  a  wifh  to  fee  the  King  put  down  from  his 
X  x     v  throne 
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throne,  leaving  out  his  death,  and  his  royal  family  taken  down 
from  their  fcate  and  dignity  ? 

A.  No,  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  ever  live  to  fee  it, 

3.  Should  you  not  have  thought  yourfelf  the  moft  wicked 
and  abandoned  of  mankind  to  have  remained  an  hour  in  that 
fociety  after  you  difcovered  that  to  be  the  wiih  of  the  fociety  ? 

A.  Yes,  1  fhould. 

SjK  Did  you,  from  what  you  fee,  fufpect  that  to  be  the 
intentions  of  thefe  people  behind  the  curtain  ? 

Mr.  Garrow.  I  muft  object  to  that ;  that  is  matter  of  obfer- 
vation  for  the  Jury. 

Air.  Attorney -General.  I  certainly  will  not  objecl  to  it;  at 
the  fame  time,  I  defire  to  be  underftood  that  1  by  no  means 
think  it  a  queftion  proper  to  be  put  unlefs  I  confented  to  it. 

Mr.  Erf/cinc.  1  am  much  more  difpofed  to  take  advantage  of 
the  permiffion  than  to  go  out  of  my  way  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
iri  order  to  make  any  remarks  on  the  interruption  of  the  learned 
gentleman  on  the  manner  in  which  his  difapprobation  of  the 
queftien  was  conveyed. 

Mr.  Ersklne,  (To  kuknefi)  Have  you  any  reafon  to  fufpect,  or 
do  you  now  believe,  that  notwithstanding  the  papers  that  were 
figned,  carried  on  the  face  of  them  parliamentary  reform  ;  had 
vou  any  reafoivto  believe,  that  there  was  an  intention  to  de- 
ilroy  the  confl  itution  of  Great-Britain  ? 

A.  I  never  had  any  fuch  fulpicion. 

ip.  Now  you  fay  for  the  firft  time  you  began  to  be  inter- 
rupted in  your  proceedings  in  1794;  what  was  the  nature  of 
the  threats,  and  what  were  you  afraid  of  ?  -» 

A.  We  were  afraid  of  the  oppofite  party. 

jgK  What  do  you  call  the  oppofite  party  ? 

A.  The  peop'e  who  did  not  think  with  us  in  general. 

ip.  You  was  not  afraid  from  the  authority  of  the  ftate  ? 

A.  No. 

j^.  But  that  people  who  differed  from  you  would  perfe- 
cute  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  At  the  time  you  were  interrupted,  in.  your  confeience,  did 
you  believe  that  what  you  was  doing  every  thing  that  was  Je; 

A.  1  did  not  know  that  I  was  committing  any  thing  that  was 
wrong. 

j^>.  Was  that  the  way  in  which  the  continuance  of  the  fociety 
was  argued  among  you  when  you  were  threatenea  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^).  Let  me  ask  you  what  fort  of  an  attack  was  it  you  ex- 
peeled  to  be  made  on  you  ?  ( 

A.  I  cannot  fpeak  to  that. 

,*>.   What 
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'  Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  apprehenfion  at  the  time 
Mr.  Yorke  propofed  having  arms  to  defend  yourfelves  ? 

A.  i  he  notion  that  I  had  was,  that  the  oppoute  party  would 
do  it  by  force  of  arms  if  they  attacked  us. 

gK  Had  you  any  intention,  or  did  you  hear  from  Mr.  Yorke^ 
pr  any  body  elk  in  the  fociety,  that  any  other  ufe  was  to  be 
made  of  even  thefe  nine  dozen  pikes  than  to  defend  yourfelves 
in  vour  peaceable  fitting  ? 

A.   Nothing  at  all  elfe. 

4^  From  any  that  evr.-r  you  heard  or  fee,  do  you  believe  it 
to  have  been  in  ihe  contemplation  of  any  body,  that  \t  was  in- 
tended to  employ  thefe  pikes  againft  the  King  and  Parliament  ? 

A   No,  never. 

i^.  Would  you  have  remained  an  hour  in  that  fociety  if  you 
had  had  any  reafonto  believe  that  that  was  their  intention  ? 

A.  I  would  not. 

j^.  Did  you  believe  that  vou  had  a  right  to  arms  for  your  de~ 
fence  under  the  law  of  your  country  ? 

A.  Yes. 

S$K  Under  what  law  of  your  country  ? 

A.  By  the  bill  of  rights. 

Q  Was  that  the  ground  upon  which  this  right  was  argued 
in  your  fociety  ? 

A.  It  was  never  argued,  but  we  thought  we  had  a  right,  from 
the  bill  of  rights,  to  defend  ourfelves  againft  any  iudividuai  of 
the  ftate,  who  might  attack  us. 

Mr.  Garrow.  Who  told  you  that  ? 

A.  I  heard  Mr.  Yorke  fay  fo. 

j|>.  Was  it  ever  debated  among  you,  that  if  you  were  op- 
pofea  by  the  whole  authority  of  the  ftate,  you  were  to  raife 
arms  among  the  people  to  fupport  the  authority  of  your  con- 
vention as  a  parliament  ? 

A.  No,  never. 

4>.  Was  it  ever  fuppofed,  or  any  hint  given,  that  the  laws 
were  to  be  made  by  thefe  twenty  or  thirty  people  at  Edin- 
burgh ? 

A.  No. 

4>.  What  did  you  confider  this  convention  were  to  do  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fpeak  to  that  purpofe 

i^.  Were  they  to  confider  what  was  the  beft  means  to  go  on 
in  a  peaceable,  conftitutional,  and  legal  manner^  as  you  under- 
ftood  it  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  I  underftood  it  fo. 

i^.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Hardy  ? 

A.  No  ;  I  never  did. 

Q.  Then  am  I  to  under ftand  that  you,  good  fubjects  of  the 
X  x  2  King, 
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King,  and  very  much  for  tie  intereft:  of  the  country,  realfji 
thought  you  was  contending' for  rights  that  rendered  more  be- 
neficial and  more  fecure  the  King's  title  t 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  I  think  the  fame,  upon  my  honour. 

Mr.  Garrow.  What  with  pikes  ? 

Lord  Chief  Juji'tce.  You  differ  entirely  in  your  mode  of  rea- 
foning. 

Mr.  Ershine.  Do  you  recollect  why  that  particular  fpecies  of 
arms  was  recommended,  or  any  thing  faid  about  it  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  the  cheapnefs  of  the  article  that  recom- 
mended them. 

<jj)j  Then  I  underfland  yon  to  fay,  that  in  order  to  get  thefe 
pikes,  there  were  only  nine  dozen. 

A.  Three  dozen. 

<%>.  You  faw  a  model  of  this  cat  ? 

A-   Yes. 

Q  Was  you  an  inhabitant  of  Sheffield  at  that  time  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j9.   Did  you  ever  fee  or  know  fiiat  there  was  ever  one. made 
from  that  model  ? 

A  I  never  faw  one. — A  perfon  there  faid  he  had  (een  thefe 
things  many  years  before  af  Newcaftle. 

jp.  But  you  never  dip*  yourfelf,  nor  any  of  your  fociety,  to 
your  knowledge,  ever  ft  ^  an  -inftrument  made  after  this  model  ? 

A.  I   never  faw  any,  nor  any  of  the  fociety,  to  my  know- 
ledge. 

Mr.  Attorney-General.  Who  told  you  that  the  bill  of  rights 
permitted  you  to  have  arms? 

A.  Mr.  Yorke. 

jp.  You  fay  this  man  faid  that  he  had  feen  fame  of  thefe 
night-cats  at  Newcaftle  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J^j  Did  he  tell  you  at  what  time  it  was  that  he  faw  them  ? 

A.   It  was  during  his  life-time. 

j^.  Did  he  fay  at  what  time  in  the  hiftory  of  the  country  he 
faw  them  ? 

A.  No,  he  did  not  mention  the  year.. 

<$K   You  know  what  I  mean  very  well.     Did  he  fay  what  was 
going  on  in  the  country  at  the  time  he  faw  thefe  at  Newcaftle  ? 

A.  I  think  he  faid  fome  time  about  the  American  war. 

£>j  You  fay  you  expected  oppofition  ftom  the  other  party  at 
Sheffield  ? 

A  Yes. 
[     £K  How  came  you  and  Pavidfon  to  fend  to  London  about 
(pppoiing  the  ether,  party  at  Sheffield  ? 

A,  It 
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yf.  It  was  Davidfon  fent  the  letter. — He  might  have  the  fame 
idea  of  the  people  at  London  as  at  Sheffield. 

£>.  Now  you  talk  about  cavalry,  who  were  the  oppofite  party 
at  Sheffield  that  were  to  attack  you  with  cavalry  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  any  cavalry  in  Sheffield. 

3.  Your  opinion  was  about  the  oppofite  party  at  Sheffield, 
and  Davidfon's  about  the  oppofite  party  at  London,  that  was 
what  his  letter  calls  "  the  bare-faced  ariffocracy  of  the  prefent 
Adminiftration."     What  did  you  underftand  by  that  ? 

A.  I  only  underftood  that  he  meant  the  oppofite  party. 

j£>.  This  Davidfon,  that  meant  as  little  as  you,  was  not  fo 
bold  as  you — he  ran  away  a  fortnight  before  you  was  taken  up, 
- — Wow  came  Davidfon  to  run  away  ? 

A,  I  cannot  give  any  other  reafon  than  that  he  had  heard  there 
were  fome  perfons  in  Sheffield  in  fearch  of  him. 

£h  You  told  us  the  cheapnefs  of  the  article  was  the  reafon 
whv  you  thought  of  pikes  ? 

A    Yes. 

j^.  Will  you  have  the  goodnefs  to  inform  me  how  much  were 
they  to  coft  ? 

A.  Twenty- pence. 

i?.  So  that  thirteen- pence  would  not  pay  for  them  ? 

jf.  The  hoop  and  the  blade  would  come  to  that. 

J%>.  Then  if  the  blade  and  hoop  had  come  to  London  at  the 
price  of  one  fhilling,  there  would  be  fome  expence  to  pay,  that 
fomebody  elfe  muft  provide  for  ? 

A.  Yes  j  there  would  be  the  expence  of  the  fhaft  to  add  te 
it. 

J2*.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  fuch  a  place  as  the  Parrot  in  Green- 
Arbour-Ally,  London  ? 

A.  No. 

j^.  Had  you  any  converfation  with  Davidfon  about  thefe  pikes 
after  hp  (hewed  you  the  letter  ? 

A.  Not  that  1  can  bring  to  my  recolle£f.on  what  it  was. 
William  Broomhead  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Garrow. 

gK  You  rehde  at  Sheffield  ?  ' 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Speak  out  loud,  and  fpeak  acrofs  the  Court  to  thefe  gen- 
tlemen.— What  are  you  by  bufinefs  ? 

A.  A  cutler. 

j^.  Was  you  a  member  of  any  fociety  at  Sheffield,  that  had 
the  name  of  the  Conftitutional  Society. 

A.  I  was. 

i^.  At  what  time  did  you  become  a  member  of  it  ? 

A.  It  was  at  the  firft  inftitution  of  the  fociety,  I  think  in  the 
year  1791. 

9,  Was 
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Q  Was  you  one  of  the  twelve  of  that  fociety,  who  were 
afterwards  aflbciated  with  the  Conftitutional  Society  of  Lon- 
don ? 

A.  I  was  not  then  a  member  of  any  committee,  nor  did  not 
act  in  any  public  character. 

Q.  That  is  not  the  queftion  I  put  to  you ;  I  ask  whether, 
during  any  period,  at  any  time,  you  became  a  member,  an  aflb- 
ciated member  of  a  fociety  in  London,  called  the  Conftitutional 
Society  ? 

A.  1  never  was  a  member  of  that  Conftitutional  Society  in 
London. 

Q  I  did  not  ask  you  whether  you  was  or  not,  but  whether 
you  was  one  of  the  twelve  of  the  fociety  at  Sheffield,  who  were 
aflbciated  with  the  Conftitutional  Society  in  London  ? 

A.  We  were  above  twelve  when  that  was  wrote  to  us  5  and 
therefore,  I  do  not  underftand  you. 

«££.  Your  fociety  at  Sheffield  were  more  numerous  than 
twelve  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j?>.  At  which  period  the  Conftitutioiili  Society  in  London 
was  written  to  you  by  your  Society  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Did  your  fociety  when  you  wrote  to  the  other,  propofe 
any  names  to  be  afibciated  to  the  fociety  in  London  ? 

A-  I  never  heard  any  names  fpoken  of  for  that  purpofe. 

Q  Did  you  know  whether  that  you  or  any  other  perfons 
were  received  as  alTociated  members  of  the  Conftitutional  So- 
ciety in  London  ? 

A.  1  do  n$t  recoiled!:  any  fuch  thing.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
fuch  members. 

j^.  Did  I  underftand  you,  that  you  did  recollect  fuch  a  pro- 
portion from  your  fociety  ? 

A.  Letters  were  wrote  from  one  fociety  to  the  other. 

*%K  Propofmg  fuch  a  meafure  ? 

A.  That  they  acted  in  conjunction  ;  I  always  undsrflood  it 
fo. 

j^.  Did  I  underftand  you  right,  that  one  of  the  modes  by 
whicn  that  acting  in  conjunction  was  to  be  brought  about,  was, 
that  twelve  of  your  number  fhould  be  aflbciated  to  the  London 
Conftitutional  Society  for  the  purpofe  of  conjunctive  acts  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know    that  ever  fuch  a   fubject  was  fettled ;  I 
know  nothing  of  the  further  junction  of  the  fociety  but  what 
pafled  by  letter,  no  particulars. 
(  4>.  Did  you  ever  act  as  fecretary  to  that  fociety  in  Seffield  ? 

A.  Yes,  about  five  months. 

iP-  The  laft  five  months  before  you  was  apprehended  ? 

A,  Yes, 
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A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  was  you  apprehended  ? 

A.    I  think  it  was  in  May  laft. 

S%.  Now  Sir,  will  you  be  fo  good  as  to  tell  us  for  what  pur- 
pofe  your  Conltitutional  Society  were  aiTembled,  and  what  the 
profeffed  objedt  of  their  affembling'was  ? 

A.  The  object  was  a  parliamentary  reform. 

,6).  By  what  means  was  that  reform  to  be  effected  ? 

A  By  meeting  and  endeavouring  to  enlighten  each  other, 
and  fpread  that  knowledge  both  of  the  grievances  which  we 
confidered  as  fuch,  or  which  is  frequently  wrote  of,  and  in- 
forming the  people  of  the  neceflity  of  a  parliamentary  reform, 
that  they  might  unite  and  move  for  it  in  the  moft  unexception- 
able mode. 

£K  Was  there  any  peculiar  mode  by  which  the  election  for 
the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  to  be  affected  ac- 
cording to  your  propofition  as  to  the  right  of  voting  ? 

A.  That  fubject  was  never  di  feu  fled  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  exprefiion,  univerfal  fuf- 
frage  ? 

A.   I  expect  I  am.  ' 

<0K  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  Was  it  or  was  it  not,  the  fcheme 
of  trie  Conftitutional  Society  at  Sheffield,  that  the  reform  was 
to  be  produced  by  univerfal  fuffrage  ? 

A.  It  never  was,  as  far  as  my  recollection,  till  the  Edin- 
burgh Convention,  I  never  heard  of  univerfal  fuffrage  until  that 
time.  • 

.     j^.  Wa$  the  circumftance   of   the  Edinburgh    Convention 
"known  to  the  Conltitutional  Society  at  Sheffield  ?  v 

A.  They  fent  a  ddtgate  to  the   Convention,  and  therefore  , 
they  certainly  mult  know  it. 

j^.   Who  was  their  delegate  ? 

A.  A  Matthew  Campbell  Brown  ;  but  I  was  not  fecretary  at 
that  time;  they  called  upon  me  to  take  the  fecretaryfhip  juft 
after  he  was  gone  to  Edinburgh. 

j^.  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Henry  Yorke  ? 

A.  I  know  a  perfon  who  goes  by  that  name. 

£K  Perhaps  by  another  name  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  him  go  by  another  name,  Henry  Readhead. 

j^.  Did  Yorke,  or  Readhead,  whatever  be  his  name,  refide 
at  any  time  in  Sheffield. 

A.  Several  times  he  has  been  in  Sheffield. 

£${.  Did  he  refide  there  any  time  this  la  ft  time  ? 

A.  The  laft  time,  I  do  not  exactly  know  how  long,  it  might 
be  fix  weeks,  or  it  might  be  feven  or  eLrht. 

£K  Do 


t    35*    ] 

£K  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Gales,  a  printer 
at  Sheffield  ? 

A.  Yes,  verywelh 

Jp.  Mr.  Yorke  was  not  a  fettled  inhabitant  of  Sheffield  ? 

A.  No. 

£>.  Did  he  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Conftitutional  So- 
ciety at  Sheffield  ? 

A.  He  frequently  attended,  almoft  every  weekly  meeting  du« 
ring  his  laft  vifit  to  Sheffield. 

j|>.  As  he  was  not  a  fettled  inhabitant  of  Sheffield,  in  what 
character  did  Mr.  Yorke  attend  regularly  the  weekly  meetings 
of  the  fociety. 

A.  They  confidered  him  as  a  man  of  considerable  abilities 
and  an  orator,  paid  great  refpec~t  to  him  ;  and  he  ufed  to  attend 
eonftantly  once  a  week  at  the  meeting  called  the  committee, 
but  it  was  not  properly  a  committee,  for  the  time  of  the  expira- 
tion of  the  committee  was  elapfed  before,  and  another  was  not 
chofe;  and  fuch  perfons,  whether  they  had  been  in  the  com- 
mittee before  or  not,  were  admitted  on  account  of  Mr.  Yorke 
being  at  Sheffield. 

j^.  I  ask  you  in  what  chara£t.er  he  came  there 

A.  I  am  totally  unacquainted  with  it,  for  he  did  not  bring 
any  letter  to  us :  I  have  heard  fay — 

&K  Did  you  ever  hear  himfelf  fay  ? 

A.  No. 

£K  But  being  there,  you  difcovered  that  he  had  great  talents, 
and  was  an  orator  J 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Did  he  take  any  part  in  the  difcuffions  of  the  fbcrety,  or 
in  the  management  of  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  wrote  feveral  pamphlets  while  he  was  at  Shef- 
field, and  feveral  times  brought  fome  part,  if  not  the  whole  of 
his  pamphlets  in  manufcripts  to  thofe  meetings  to  be  read. 

4^.  Do  you  fpeak  now  of  the  weekly  meetings,  that  were 
improperly  called  committees  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j|>.  Where  were  thofe  held  ? 

A.  At  my  houfe. 

§K   In  a  large  commodious  room  there,  probably  ? 

A.  It  was  a  fmall  room  when  the  meeting  met.  But  there 
Was  a  large  room  when  there  were  more  perfons  prefent. 

jj\   How  often  was  that  large  room  ufed  ? 

A.  Some  two,  three  or  four  times ;  I  do  not  recollect  how 
many. 

£>.  During  bis  liul  vifit  ? 

4-  Yes. 

§.  In 
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$K  In  that  room  was  there  any  particular  accommodation 
for  the  more  commodious  exercife  of  the  talents  and  cratorv  of 
Mr.  Yorke  ? 

A.  Yes,  fome  little  thing  erected  for  to  elevate  the  fpeaker. 

&  What  did  they  call  it  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  any  particular  name  for  it :  fome  called  it 
a  pulpit  and  fome  a  tribune  ;  but  it  never  was  chriflened. 

J$K   And  from  this  tribune  Mr.  Yorke  addreiTed  the  fociety  ? 

A:  Yes. 

i^,  Befides  this  meeting,  improperly  called  a  committee,  and 
the  meeting  where  the  tribune  was,  do  you  recolle£t  any  gene- 
ral meeting  upon  the  Caftle-Hill,  Sheffield  ? 

A.   Vejy  well. 

i^.   Was  it  the  feventb  of  April  ? 

A.  I  do  notjuftly  recollect;  but  I  was  there. 

4>.   Was  Mr.  Yorke  there  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  Did  he  there  exercife  himfelf  in  addreifing  the  people  £ 

A.  Yes. 

£h   In  what  fort  of  manner  and  language  ? 

A.  He  had  with  him  a  book  in  his  hand,  wrote  by  Mr.  Locke, 
and  he  expatiated  very  largely  on  the  corruptions  that  had  crept 
into  the  Britifh  constitution,  or  rather  the  evils  which  are  ge^ 
nerally  complained  of;  he  thought  there  was  a  deviation  in  fome 
degree  from  the  original  constitution  of  Great  Britain  ;  but  his 
manner  of  fpeaking  may  fometimes  lead  him  to  go  farther  in 
fpeaking  than  he  ought. 

£K  That  does  happen  to  thofe  that  are  great  orators  very 
often. — On  that  occafion  did  this  unfortunate  fatality 'attend 
him,  that  he  went  farther  than  he  ought;  did  it  appear  that 
this  addrefs  of  his,  and  Locke's  book  for  his  text,  was  more 
violent  and  went. farther  than  he  ought? 

A.  He  is  peculiarly  energetic,  and  at  the  fame  time  very 
warm,  very  ftrong;  but  at  this  meeting  I  do  not  know  that  he 
faid  any  thing  that  was  detrimental  to  the  constitutional  law  of 
England. 

45.  It  was  fettled  that  you  was  to  do  fomething  at  that 
meeting  ? 

A.  It  was. 

j^.  Settled  by  whom  ? 

A.  By  Mr.  Yorke  and  Mr.  Gale  at  a  previous  meetin<*. 
j^.  To  do  what  ? 

A.  That  I  fhould  make  a  motion  at  that  meeting  fcr  petition- 
ing the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  a  Reform  in  the  Reprefentation  of 
the  People. 

Y  y  £.  ¥qx 
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x£)j  For  what  purpofe  was  you  to  make  that  motion  as  it  was 
fettled  ?  v 

A.  That  it  might  be  over- ruled. 

£>.  Was  it  fettled  by  the  committee  beforehand  that  the  mo- 
tion "mould  be  made,  and  that  it  mould  be  over-ruled  ? 

A.  Yes ;  it  was  fo  agreed  upon,  and  further  for  the  purpofe 
of  introducing  another  motion  in  its  place. 

jp.  Pray,  Sir,  did  you  make  the  motion  as  it  was  agreed  ? 

A.  I  did,  for  petitioning  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Jp.   What  was  done  upon  your  making  that  motion  ? 

A.  It  was  objected  to  with  a  view  of  making  way  for  another, 
which  was  brought  in  and  carried. 

'3.   Who  was  the  objector  ? 

A.  There  were  only  four  of  us  that  were  elevated  above  the 
reft. 

J5J  Then  there  was  an  elevation  on  CaMe-hill  ? 

A.  Yes  i  one  of  thefe  matters  was  carried  there  from  our 
room. 

£K  7  'his  tribune  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  Who  were  the  other  three  with  you  ? 

A.  Mr.  Yorke,  Mr.  Gale,  and  Mr.  Carnage. 

.%>.  Then  either  Mr.  Yorke,  Mr.  Gale,  or  Mr.  Carnage 
oppofed  your  motion  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£)j  What  number  of  perfons  might  be  afiembled  at  this, 
meeting  ? 

A.  Several  thoufands. 

J$K  This  was  a  meeting  in  the  open  air  ? 

J.  Yes. 

j^.  Then  one  of  thefe  perfons  oppofed  your  motion,  as  it  had. 
been  agreed,  for  introducing  the  other  ? 

A.  Yes. 

6K  What  was  that  other  motion  ? 

A.  Inftead  of  petitioning  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  petition 
his  Majefty,  and  the  petition  was  drawn  up;  the  parchments, 
lay  at  my  houfe. 

j^>.  Drawn  up  by  who  ? 

A\  By  Henry  Redhead. 

6)j  Was  it  drawn  up  before  or  after  the  meeting  ? 

A.  It  might  be  drawn  up  before,  and  read  there ;  I  think  it 
was,  but  it  was  not  figned  till  after. 

j^   It  was  left  at  your  houfe  for  fignatures  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j£.  Upon  this  occafion  did  Mr.  Yorke  addrefs  the  meeting, 
which  vou  fay  was  compofed  of  fome  thoufands  ? 

'  A.  Yes; 
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,L  Yes  ;  he  introduced  the  fubject  of  petitioning  the  King  to 
^xercife  his  power  for  a  Reform  in  the  Reprefentation  of  the 
People  ;  and  this  petition  was  fent  to  London  to  Earl  Stanhope, 
And  he  did  not  think  proper  to  prefent  it  in  that  form. 

J^j  Do  ypu  remember,  a  day  or  two  after  the  meeting  upon 
Caftle-hill,  being  in  company  with  Mr.  Gale  and  Mr.Ycrke  at 
your  houfe,  when  any  application  was  made  to  him  on  the  fub- 
ject of  printing  the  fpeech  he  had  delivered  upon  Caftle-hiil  ? 

A.  I  remember  fomething  of  that  fort  being  faid  to  him  at 
my  houfe. 

Jf\  Did  he  agree  to  print  his  fpeech  ? 

A.  To  the  beft  of  my  recollection  he  did  agree  to  rti 

^.  Was  it  done  ? 

A.  Yes,-to  the  beft  of  my  recollection. 

J^.   Did  you  fee  it  afterwards  ? 

A.  Yes. 

jf>.  Printed  ? 

A.  Yes. 

ifK  From  having  heard  it  upon  the  Caftle-hiil,  codd  you  form 
an  opinion  whether  the  printed  one  is  a  pretty  accurate  ftate- 
ment  ? 

A.  The  fubftance  of  the  matter  I  expect  it  contains. 

.9.  Was  that  published  at  Sheffield  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  Do  you  believe  this  to  be  one  of  thofe  publications  ? 

A.  I  do. 

j^.  Did  you  receive  afterwards,  in  your  character  of  fecretary, 
from  Mr.  Yorkej  any  number  of  this  pamphlet  for  any  pur- 
pofe  ? 

A.  I  did  not  receive  them  from  Mr.  Yorke,  but  I  received 
them  at  Mr.  Gale's  (hop. 

£K  Did  you  do  any  thing  with  them  by  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Yorke  ? 

A.  It  was  by  direction  of  the  meeting,  previous  to  their  be- 
ing communicated  to  different  perform. 

j^.   Do  you  mean  the  public  meeting  r 

d.   The  private  meeting. 

j^.  Did  you  in  confequence  thereof  make  up  any  packets  ? 

A  Yes. 

i^.  Look  at  thefe  packets. 

A.  Thefe  are  directed  by  me  according  to  order. 

i^.  How  many  might  you  direct  in  that  manner  in  feveral 
packets  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  exactly. 

j^.  About  how  many  ? 

J.  There  might  be  twenty-four* 

\r  y  »  %.  What 
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J^.  What  were  done  with  them  ? 

A.  They  were  lapped  up,  and  directed  to  feparatc  perfons^ 
and  then  all  put  in  a  box. 

j^.  To  whom  were  they  fent  ? 

A.  To  the  bell  of  my  recoHeetion,  they  were  fent  to  Thomas 
Hardy. 

J-9.  I  would  ask  you  firft,  what  your  fituation  in  life  was  be- 
fore you  was  applied  to,  to  become  the  fecretary  of  this  fociety  : 

A.  1  was  a  cutler, 

£K   Was  you  working  at  your  bufincfs  ? 

A.  Yes,  when  I  had  any  biifmefs  to  work  at. 

j^.  Was  you  applied  to,  to  become  the  fecretary,  or  did  you 
apply  ? 

A.  I  was  applied  to. 

<$K  Who  applied  to  you  ? 

si.  John  Alicock  was  one. 

Q    Was  you  paid  any  thing  for  your.trouble  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  What  was  your  inducement  for  taking  tha£  office  upon 
you  ? 

A.  I  fhould  not  have  taken  it  upon  me  if  I  had  not  been  ap- 
plied to. 

i?\   What  induced  you  ? ' 

A.   The  war  had  fpoiled  my  bufinefs. 

jp.  You  did  it  to  increale  your  means  of  fupport  ? 

A.  Yes. 

jP.  Did  you  hear  any  thing  about  procuring  arms  at  Shef- 
field ? 

A.  I  heard  the  report,  as  many  others  did,  but  I  purpofely 
avoided  meddling  in  thought  or  act  with  any  thing  of  that  fort. 

j^.  Did  you  hear  in  the  fociety,  or  from  any  of  the  members 
in  the  fociety,  any  proportion  for  arms  ? 

A.  Yes,  1  did  j  but  it  is  neceflary  that  this  fhould  be  well  ex- 
plained. A  few  days  before  this  meeting,  when  it  was  fpoke  to  as 
being  the  right  of  Englifhmen  to  have  in  their  power  means  of 
defence,  afpurious  hand-biil  waspublifhed  in  Sheffield,  with  an 'in- 
tention to  provoke  the  fociety  to  fome  unjuftifiable  meafure ;  it 
was  fpoke  to  in  the  meeting,  as  having  a,  light  to  have  them  in 
their  own  defence  ;  and  Jofeph  Gale  fpoke  to  it;  he  was  the 
man  ;  and  this  bill,  this  wicked  hand-bill,  was  not  figned  by  any 
magiftrate,  and  it  was  throid'd  about  the  town  in  the  dark.  -It 
caufed  agitation  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  it  was  fpoke  of 
as  being  the  right  of  every  individual'there  to  have  Rich  and  fuch 
arms  according  to  their  rights,  left  any  riot  or  tumult  fhould  break 
out ;  and  I  am  happy  to  fpeak  of  this,  for  I  fhould  be  happy  to 

fee 
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lee  that  advertifement  which  was  publifhed  in  the  Sheffield  paper 
a  week:  after. 

3j  Was  that  hand-bill  diftributed  previous  to  the  meeting- 
upon  the  Caftle-hill  ? 

A    To  the  heft  of  my  knowledge  it  was  after  that  meeting. 

3    Was  this  fubject  of  procuring  arms  publicly  dil'cuiled,  or 
:  private  meeting  ? 
-  was  in   the  public   meeting    of  the  fociety  that  Gale 
fpo!.u  ir  rights,  in  our  large  room. 

3j   Was    it    a   public    meeting  of  the  fociety;  were  there 
ftrangers  there  ? 

-4.    i  cs,  many  others  who  were  not  members  in  the  room. 
Tickets  were  not  regularly  delivered  at  that  time  I  believe. 

3j  You  members  introduce  visitors  ? 

A,  Yes. 

iP.  Did  you  fee  any  arms,. or  any  model  of  any  ? 

A.   I  never  faw  one. 

3.  What  fort  of  arms  were  they  that  were  talked  of  as  fit  to 
be  had  for  the  purpofe  you  were  flaring  ? 

A.  Pikes,  but  I  never  faw  any  till  i  was  brought  to  London. 

£>.  I  do   not  know  whether  you  have  heard  any  thing  of 
night-cats  ?  . 

A.  I  faw  a  model  of  one,  but  it  was  only  like  a  child's  play- 
thing. 

3j  We  will  juft  get  an  account  in  what  manner  children 
play  with  it  at  Sheffield.     What  fort  of  a  thing  was  it  ? 

A.  It  was  a  little  thing,  (landing  on  three  points,  and  one 
point  {landing  up. 

3.  How  many  points  were  there  to  it  ? 

A.   I  think  there  were  four. 

3j  If  you  throw  it  down  it  always  prefents  a  point  ? 

A.  Yes. 

3.  And  how  long  was  that  point  ? 

A.  About  three  quarters  of  an  inch,  juft  to  mew  what  fort  of 
a  thing  it  was. 

3j  Was  there  any  other  purpofe  for  which  thefe  infiruments. 
were  to  be  made,  except  as  a  play-thing  for  children  .? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  them  in  tne  fociety  at  all. 

3.  Where  did  you  fecthat  model  ? 

A.  To  the  heft  of  my  recollection,  in  the  houfe  of  one  Benja- 
min Dan. 

3.  Was  he  a  member  of  the  fociety  ? 

A-  Yes,  but  it  was  not  he  that  produced  it. 

3j  Who  did  produce  it  ? 

A.  I  think  they  call  him  Charles  Rhodes. 

3j  Had  you  ever  feen  fuch  a  thing  before  ? 

A,  I  never 
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-*£  I  never  did. 

^.  You  naturally  asked  its  ufe,  for  which  it  was  coRftrudled  ? 

A,  I  do  not  recoil  eel:  any  conversation  on  that  head,  only  that 
it  was  taken  and  thrown  on  the  floor. 

£>.  Was  that  acl:  of  throwing  it  down  on  the  floor,  accom- 
panied by  no  defcription  of  the  ufe  of  it,  except  as  a  play- thing  ? 

A.  There  might,  but  it  was  not  ferious ;  there  was  nothing 
ferious  faid  on  it.  » 

f,   Serious  or  not,  what  was  faid  on  it  ? 
Nothing  was  faid,  but  he  brought  it  to  (hew  them. 

J^.  What  was  faid,  ferious  or  not  ferious^  as  to  the  ufe  ? 

A.  I  cannot  call  to  mind,  only  that  he  took  it  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  faid,  that  he  had  come  to  ihew  them  this  that  a 
little  boy  had  made. 

£{K  Was  it  called  by  any  name  ? 

A.  I  heard  no  name  of  it  there  till  I  came  to  London,  and 
then  it  was  called  a  car. 

J^.  What  did  you  hear  it  called  in  addition  to  that  name  ? 

A.  I  heard  no  name  at  all  there  whatever. 

i£.  Was  there  any  converfation  at  that  time,  when  it  was 
thrown  upon  the  floor,  about  cavalry  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recoiled  any  converfation  at  all ;  they  might  fay$ 
look  at  the  model. 

%K  Was  there  no  converfation  ?  You  told  me  juft  now,  that 
the  converfation  Was  not  ferious  about  it.  Upon  your  oath, 
was  there  nothing  faid  about  cavalry  or  the  town  of  Newcaftle  ? 

A,  I  know  nothing  about  the  converfation  of  Newcaftle; 
Newcaftle  was  not  mentioned. 

J$K  Upon  you  oath,  was  you  not  prefent  at  a  converfation  in 
which  the  model  was  produced,  and  there  was  a  talk  of  the 
town  of  Newcaftle  ?   , 

A.  Upon  my  oath,  I  never  was. 

j^.  Nor  you  never  heard  of  any  converfation  with  refpecl:  to 
cavalry  ? 

A.  No,  I  do  not  recoiled!  any  converfation  about  its  ufe  ;  I 
never  heard  any  thing  except  defultory,  loofe,  trifling,  pleafing 
converfation. 

£K  The  more  defultory,  loofe,  trifling,  pleafing  converfation 
it  was  the  better  ;  let  us  have  it  ? 

A.  I  am  fure  I  cannot  recollect  it,  elfe  I  would. 

^.  Try,  do  not  hurry  yourfelf  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recolle£tx  except  taking  it  out  of  his  pocket  and 
throwing  it  on  the  floor. 

Q.  No,  no  debate  at  all,  and  the  converfation  you  do  not 
recollect  ? 

A.  No,    there  was  none  at  all  5  it  was  fhewn  principally  to 

the 
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the  company  as  being  the  production  of  a  boy  or  child  ;    I 
remember  it  perfectly  well. 

3.  It  was  a  thing  you  had  never  feen  any  thing  like  it 
before  ? 

A.  No,  I  do  not  recollect  that  ever  I  had. 

3.  And  you  contented  yourfelf  with  feeing  it  thrown  down 
unon  the  floor,  without  asking  any  queftions  about  the  ufe 
pf  it  ? 

A.  I  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  that. 

<$>.  Now,  fir,  you  told  rne  that  at  that  meeting  at  the  Caftle- 
hill,  Mr.  Yorke,  though  generally  warm  and  energetic,  dif- 
pofed  to  fay  ftrong  thing?,  did  not  fay  ?.ny  thing  detrimental  to 
the  conffitutional  law  of  England.  Were  you  prefent  at  any 
other  meetings,  when  his  fpeeches  were  not  altogether  con- 
ftitutional ? 

A.  I  have  been  prefent  at  other  meetings  where  he  has  not 
been  fo  guarded  as  at  that  meeting. 

3j   Perhaps  when  he  has  not  been  {o  well  guarded,  it  was  at 
the  meeting  of  the  fociety  only  ? 
.  A.  Yes. 

£K  Be  fo  good  to  tell  us  a  little  the  tendency  of  his  difcourfe 
when  he  gave  himfelf  a  loofe  manner,  and  followed  the  impulfc 
of  his  nature  ? 

A.  If  I  had  noted  them  down,  I  might  have  been  able  to 
repeat  them. 

3j  I  do  not  expect  that  you  fhould  give  them  in  his  manner, 
Or  precife  words,  but  the  fubftance  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  at  prefent ;  I  may  have  heard  him  when 
converfing  in  this  meeting ;  fometimes  he  was  very  warm  to 
be  fure,  and  fometimes  might  drop  an  unguarded  expreflion  ; 
fometimes  fuch  as  comparing  what  he  looked  upon  to  be  the 
grievances  under  which  we  labour,  and  the  privileges  that  we 
once  enjoyed  ;  he  might  ftep  out  of  the  way  ;  i  heard  him  once 
ufe  an  exprefftpn,  but  for  my  own  part  I  would  not  chufe  to 
put  a  comment  on  it ;  he  exprefTed  himfelf  to  this  purpofe,  that 
we  were  in  a  low  defpicable  fituation,  and  rather  than  fubmit  to 
it,  he  would  go  up  to  London  with  the  people  there  prefent, 
but  did  not  fay  for  what. 

3j  How  many  of  you-  might  there  be  then  prefent,  who 
were  to  come  up  with  Mr.  Yorke  to  London,  rather  than 
fubmit  to  live  in  fo  defpicable  a  fituation  ? 

A.  There  might  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred. 

3.  Was  this  at  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  fociety  ? 

A.  Yes,  with  fome  others. 

j^.  At  one  of  the  general  meetings  \ 

A.  Yes. 

Jury. 
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J'tfry.  Go  to  London,  and  what  then  ? 

A.  He  did  not  draw  any  inference. 

Mr.  Garro'Lv.  Was  that  after  you  had  heard  any  thing  upon 
the  fubjedr.  of  arming  ? 

A.  1  think  it  was  before  that ;   to  the  beft  of  my  memory  it 
was -before  that,  I  am  not  perfectly  clear  of  that. 

£).   Was  that  delivered  from  the  tribune  ? 

A.  Yes,  delivered  from  the  place  that  was  called  fo  ;  fome- 
times  it  is  called  a  pulpit. 

£).    It  was  from  that  orator's  elevation  that  this  fpeech  was 
delivered  ? 

A.  Yes. 

i^.  Then,  perhaps,  having  brought  that  to  your  recollection, 
you  may  poffibly  recolL-ct  fomething  elfe  ? 

A.  No,  I  never  remember  any  other  that  gave  me  any  pain ; 
I  fhould  not  recollect  that,  but  I  felt  pain  at  the  time. 

J^.  What  was  it  that  made  you  feel  any  pain  at  that  decla- 
ration of  Mr.  Yorke's  ? 

A.  Becaufe  I  fear  God  and  honour  the  King. 

^j  And  therefore  ycu  felt  pain  at  that  declaration  of  Mr.  Yorlce? 

J.   Yes. 

&.  Either  at  that  or  any  other  meeting  do  you  recolledr.  any 
other  exprefuons  of  Mr.  Yorke  ? 

A.  No,  I  do  not  remember  any  expreflions  that  fo  (truck  me 
as  that. 

Q.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  feen  this  paper  before . 
{The  proceedings  of  the  f aft  day  at  Sheffield  foewn  him.) 

£K  Did  you  ever  fee  that  before  ? 

A.  I  never  fee  but  one  from  which  this  was  taken,  perhaps. 

.Mr.  Attorney-General.     Look  at  the  hymn  there. 

A,  Yes. 

Mr.  Garrow.     Have  you  feen  a  pamphlet  of  which  that  ap- 
pears to  be  a  copy  ? 

A.  Yes. 

&,  Be  fo  good  as  to  look  at  this :  {another  paper  foevon  him) 
have  you  feen  that  before  ? 

J.  Yes. 

J9.  Do  you  remember  the  circumfrance  of  a  proclamation  for 
a  general  fafi-day  to  be  held  in  January  1794,  in  London  ? 

A.   Yes. 

j9.  Tell  us  in  what  manner  the  faff,  was  obferved  upon  the 
Cattle-Hill,  at  Sheffield  ? 

A.  It  was  not  at  the  Caftle-Hill,  it  was  another  place,  at  the 
top  of  the  town  ;  I  forget  the  name  of  the  place. 

i-7;  Was  you  there  ? 

A\  I  was, 

&  Was. 
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3.  Was  that  in  the  open  air  ? 
A  Yes. 

j^.  How  many  perfons  might  be  afTembled  for  the  purpofe  of 
obferving  that  faff  ? 

Court.  How  is  that  evidence  ? 

Air.  Attorney-General.  In  order  that  that  may  be  underflood, 
■your  Lordfhips  will  recoiled  that  there  has  already  been  read 
from  the  Conftitutional  Society's  book,  a  refolution,  thanking 
the  people  of  Sheffield  for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  fpent 
the  fa  ft  day. 

Mr.  Garrow.  With  the  addition  that  this  printed  paper  was 
found  in  the  prifoner's  pofTeffion. 

£>.  {To  witnefs)  How  many  do  you  think  there  were 
afTembled  ? 

A.  There  might  be  a  thoufand  or  two. 
£K  Be  fo  good  as  to  tell  us  the  manner  in  which  you,  together 
with  that  afTembly,  of  a  thoufand  or  two  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Sheffield,  celebra-ed  that  faff,  day  ? 

A.  With  the  hymn  that  is  there  printed. 
£K  In  order  to  fhorten  it,  I  will  put  it  thus  :    Is  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  reprefented  in  this  printed  paper,  correct? 
A.   To  the  beft  of  my  knowledge  it  is. 

Mr.  Garrow.  (Reads)  "  A  Royal  Proclamation  having  been 
ifTued,  commanding  February  8,  1794^  to  be  obferved  as  a 
General  Faff,  the  friends  of  Peace  and  Reform  in  Sheffield  deter- 
mined to  honour  the  day  in  the  moft  diftinguifhed  manner. 
Accordingly,  the  thoufands  of  that  town  afTembled  upon  a  fpa- 
cious  plain,  near  Weft-ftreet,  Back-^fields,  where  the  meeting 
was  opened  with  prayer ;  after  which  a  ferious  lecture,  fuitable 
to  the  occafion,  was  read  with  great  energy." 

Mr.  Gibbs.    Take  the  legal  courfe  in  introducing  the  paper. 
Mr.  Garroiv.  There  are   feveral   legal  courfes. — H  you  ap- 
prove of  it  better,  I  will  authenticate  the  paper. 
Mr.  Gibbs.  The  legal  courfe  is  the  beff. 
i£  What  might   the  number  of  your  fociety  amount  to  at 
Sheffield  ? 
A.  Nearly  fix  hundred,  more  or  lefs. 
Q.  Are  you  divided  into  divifions  or  fecfions  ? 
A.  Such  a  mode  has  been  advifed,  but  has  not  been  regular- 
ly and  orderly  kept. 

£K  By  whom  had  that  mode  been  advifed  ? 
A.  I  cannot  recollect,  becaufe  it  was  advifed  before  I  was  fe« 
cretary. 

£K  Do  you  fuppofe  that  fix  hundred  were  the  full  amount  of 
the  members  of  the  fociety  at  its  greateft  extent  of  your  num- 
bers— did  they  amount  to  two  thoufand  ? 

Z  z  A,  No, 
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A.  No,  no  iuch  thing. — I  wrote  the  tickets. 

4J.  Ycu  think,  about  fix  hundred  was  the  number. 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  You  fay  the  diftribution  into  divifions  or  fedhons  wus 
not  regularly  executed  ;  what  was  done  towards  it  ? 

A.  There  were  a  kind  of  books  delivered*  called  diflrict- 
books,  but  they  were  not  regularly  attended  to. 

Lord  Chief  Juftice.   Where  did  thole  books  iflue  from  ? 

Jl.  They  were  printed  by  Jofeph  Gale. 

£K  By  whofe  directions  ? 

A.  They  were  printed  before  I  became  a  member  j  before 
I  joined  the  fociety. 

f  They  were  the  focieties  books,  printed  by  Mr.  Gale  ? 
Yes. 

£>j  To  whom  were  they  diftributed,  to  what  manner  of  per- 
fons,  and  for  what  purpofe  ? 

A.  For  the  members  of  the  focieties  to  divide  into  diftricts, 
©r  you  may  call  it  fedtions. 

Q  It  was  not  regularly  effected  j  what  was  the  mode  in 
which  thefe  diftrids  were  to  affemble  themfelves  ? 

A.  They  were  to  meet,  if  they  thought  proper,  but  princi- 
pally to  colled  a  penny  per  week  from  each  member. 

j|>.  That  was  the  contribution  towards  the  fund  of  the  fociety? 

A.   Yes. 

§>j  Were  there  any  regular  periods  at  which  the  different  fee- 
tions  were  to  communicate  in  one  general  afTembly,  or  was  that 
left  to  emergency  ? 

A.  Such  a  thing  was  mentioned  but  never  executed. 

S$K.  What  was  mentioned  but  not  executed  ? 

A.  The  diflrid  meetings;  but  they  were  not  properly  at- 
tended to. 

Mr.  Lauzun  called  in  again. 

§K  Look  at  this  paper,  (a  pamphlet  entitled  Fojl-Day^  as 
obferved  ai  Sheffield)  where  did  you  find  that  ? 

A.  At  Mr.  Hardy's  houfe. 

j^.  Look  at  this   (  A  Serious  Leclure.) 

J.  I  found  that  at  Mr.  Hardy's. 

OK  {To  Broomhead  |  After  the  Serious  Lecture  was  read,  there 
Was  a  hymn  prepared  ^ 

A.  Yes. 

J3\  Who  compofed  it  ? 

A.  It  was  compofed  by  one  Montgomery. 

i^.  It  is  ftated  to  be  fung  in  full  chorus  by  the  affembly. 

vf.   It  was  fung. 

£K  By  whom  were  thefe  two  pamphlets  printed  and  publifh- 
ed — by  whofe  order  ? 

A.  I  believe 
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A.  I  believe  they  were  printed  by  Jofeph  Gale. 

gK  But  by  whofe  order — at  whofe  expence  ? 

A.  They  were  fold. 

j|>.   Who  ordered  them  to  be  printed  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  a  private  matter. 

j^.  But  there  is  an  expence  incurs,  you  know,  before  the 
fele  of  printing  and  publishing  ? 

A.  He  was  not  paid  till  after  it  was  done. 

«^\    Who  furnifhed  the  copy  to  Gale  ? 

A.  1  don't  know  for  certain. 

J$K   Who  read  the  leclure  ? 

A*  A  gentleman  from  Halifax. 

J$>j  Do  you  know  of  any  proceedings  of  the  fociety,  or  com- 
mittee, or  of  Yorke,  refpe&ing  the  printing  and  publifhing 
thefe  two  pamphlets  ? 

A.   I  do  not. 

j^.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  generally  diftributed  in 
the  town  of  Sheffield  ? 

A.  They  were  fold. 

i^.  Do  you  or  not,  from  your  own  knowledge,  know  whe- 
ther the  fal-e  was  extenfive  ? 

A.  I  think  not  very. 

£K  There  is  a  prayer  ;  who  compofed  that  ? 

A.  I  did. 

j^.   You  compofed  it  yourfelf  ? 

A,  Yes. 

£K  Who  was  it  delivered  by  ?  f 

A.  By  myfelf. 

£K  From  notes  or  extempore  ? 

A.  It  was  extempore. 

6).  You  had  written  it  and  committed  it  to  memory,  per- 
haps ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  What  became  of  your  copy  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  there  was  no  account  taken  of  it ;  it  was 
delivered  to  Gale,  to  be  printed.    / 

J^.  At  whofe  direction  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  it  was  a  private  meeting  of  feveral 
members  of  the  fociety  that  that  was  fpoken  of. 

^  Be  fo  good  as  tell  me  if  you  know  thefe  names  ;  John 
Payne  Newhill  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  the  name,  but  I  do  not  know  the  perfon. 

J^.   Was  he  member  ? 

A.  I  believe  fo. 

%  Jofeph  Gale  ? 

<f.  Yes,  I  know  Jofeph  Gale. 

Z  z  2  <§>.  He 
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j^.  He  was  a  member  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£>.  Do  you  know  Jofeph  Smith  ? 

^.  Yes. 

£h  Do  you  know  David  Martin  ? 
A.  Yes. 

.<fl^r.  Garrow.  It  is  not  worth  while  going  through  the  name?, 
it  is  a  fufficient  evidence  that  they  were  fent  up  to  the  Confti- 
tutional  Society,  to  be  affiliated  with  them,  which  is  proof  they 
were  members. 

[Read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Court.) 

tc  Proceedings  of  the  public  meeting  held  at  Sheffield  in  the 
open  air,  2d  of  April,  1794,  and  alfo  an  Addrefs  to  the  Britilh 
nation,  being  an  expofition  of  the  motives  which  had  determin- 
ed the  people  of  Sheffield  to  petition  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
no  more  on  the  fubjecf.  of  Parliamentary  Reform. 

{Page  9.)  "  Fellow  Citizens,  the  day  is  at  length  arrived, 
when  fanaticifm  and  fuperftition,  deprived  of  their  tinfel  trap- 
pings, and  expofed  in  their  native  uglinefs,  to  the  view  of  man^ 
kind,  (link  fcowling  back  to  the  cave  of  obicurity,  there  I  hope 
they  will  for  ever  remain." 

Mr\  Erskine.  Let  the  whole  of  it  be  read. 

PROCEEDINGS   OF    THE    PUBLIC    MEETING. 

"  In  purfuance  of  a  public  advertifement,  a  General  Meet- 
ing of  the  Friends  of  Juliice,  Liberty  and  Humanity,  was  held, 
at  three  o'clock  on  Monday  the  '7th  of  April,  1794,  on  the 
Caflle-hill,  in  Sheffield,  to  confider  upon  the  propriety  of  ad- 
dreffing  the  King,  in  behalf  of  the  perfecuted  patriots,  Citi- 
zens Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving,  Margarot  and  Gerald;  alfo  of  again 
petitioning  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  a  Reform  in  the  Repre- 
sentation of  the  People,  and  to  determine  upon  the  propriety  of 
petitioning  the  King,  for  the  total  and  unqualified  Abolition  of 
Negro  Slavery. 

"  Notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  (very  fe- 
vere  rains  having  fallen  until  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of  the 
appointed  time  of  meeting,  J  from  ten  to  twelve  thoufand  people 
were  airembled  on  the  occafion  : 

"  Henry  Torke  having  been  voted  to  the  Chair, 
The  bufinefs  was  opened  by  reading  the  following  Addrefs  to 
the  King,  in  behalf  of  the  fuffering  Patriots. 

«  TO  THE  KING. 
"  An  Addrefs  from  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  and  Neighbourhood 
"  of  Sheffield,  in  the  County  of  York. 
«  Sire, 
"  WE,  the  underfigned,  being  warm  friends  of  Liberty,  and 
the  Rights  of  Man,  feel  ourfelves  deeply  affe&ed  by  the  len- 
iences 
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tences  which  have  lately  been  patted  in  your  Majefty's  Courts 
of  Scotland,  upon  citizens  Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving,  Margarot 
and  Gerald. 

"  Had  thefe  men  been  really  guilty  of  crimes,  their  punifh- 
ment  mould  doubtlefs  have  been  proportionate  to  their  offences  ; 
but,  fo  far  from  confidering  it  as  a  crime  for  a  man  to  ufe  every 
conftitutional  means  in  his  power  to  effect  a  Reform  in  the  Com- 
mons Houfe  of  Parliament,  we  think  that  every  man  who  thus 
exerts  himfelf,  deferves -well  of  his  country  ;  iince  we  are  per- 
fuaded  that  nothing  fhort  of  the  accomplishment  of  fuch  a  Re- 
form, will  reftore  peace  and  bappinefs  to  our  prefent  aggrieved 
and  injured  nation. 

"  We  trufted  alfo,  that  your  Majefty  entertained  the  fame 
opinion  with  us  of  fuch  exalted  conduct,  from  your  Majefty's 
having  chofen  for  your  moil:  confidential  iervants  in  the  ftate,  men 
who  had  iingularly  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  patriotic 
exertions  in  the  caufe  of  Parliamentary  Reform. 

"  But  the  friends  of  thefe  fufferers  having  brought  their  cafe 
before  Parliament, without  producing  the  defired  effect — the  prin- 
cipal of  thefe  very  fervants  of  your  A'lajefty  having  oppofed  the 
meafure  with  all  his  corrupt,  but  irrefiftable  influence — feeing  no 
other  refource,  we  approach  your  Majefty  in  this  Addrefs,  to  in- 
treat  your  Majefty  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  thefe  (whom  we 
deem)  innocent  men,  with  that  power  which  the  Britifn  con- 
ftitution  has  placed  in  your  Majefty,  of  pardoning  whom  your 
Majefty  pleafes — a  privilege  which  is  fometimes  gracioufly  ex- 
tended even  to  real,  and  palpable  criminals. 

"  Let  it  not  be  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country,  that 
King  George  III.  or  any  of  his  judges,  tranfported  men  for 
fourteen  years,  because  thev  had  dared  to  fpeak  the  fame  words 
upon  a  fpeculative  fubjecl,  which,  if  they  were  not  the  imme- 
diate means  of  advancing  his  Majefty's  then  prime  minifter  to 
his  high  fituation,  caufed  his  election  to  be  remarkably  popular. 
Let  it  not  be  faid,  that  men  of  education,  of  refined  fentiments, 
of  the  moil  virtuous  and  benevolent  characters,  were  fevered 
from  their  deareft  connections,  and  plunged  into  dungeons  with 
thieves  and  proftitutes.  Let  it  not  be  faid,  that  fathers  were 
torn  from  their  wives  and  children,  and  fons  from  their  aged 
parents,  becaufe  they  had  the  virtue  openly  to  condemn  the  ac- 
knowledged corruptions  of  government,  and  to  exert  every 
peaceable  means  in  their  power  to  remove  them.  Let  it  not 
be  laid,  that  it  was  as  great  a  crime  to  fpeak  the  truth  as  to 
be  guilty  of  felony. 

"  But  rather,  O  King,  let  it  be  recorded,  that  George  III. 
bad  the  wifdom,  the  humanity,  and  the  juftice,  to  ftep  in  be- 
twixt thefe  fevtre  and  cruel  leniences  and  their  execution. 

«  Thefe 
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a  Thefe  are  our  defires — thefe  our  plain  fentiments.  Wc 
know  they  are  fuch  as  your  Majefty  is  unaccuftomed  to  hear ; 
but,  if  they  are  fupported  by  truth  and  reafon,  fuffer  not  the 
homelinefs  of  our  manner  to  offend  your  Majefty.  We  are 
plain  men,  and  will  not  flatter  a  King.  If  our  wifhes  be  at- 
tended to,  we  are  perfuaded  it  will,  in  fome  good  degree,  hufli 
the  murmurs  which  unreafonable  feverity  in  a  government  never 
fails  to  excite ;  and  it  may  alfo  avert  that  Storm,  which  it  is  but 
too  evident  has  long  been  awfully  gathering,  and  which  may 
burft  forth  in  a  moment  when  your.  Majefty  thinks  not." 

"  The  Addrefs  being  read,  and  received  with  repeated  ap- 
plaufes,  The  Henry  Yorke  addrefTed  the  meeting  in  fupport  of 
the  meafure.  He  ot>ferved,  that  the  caufe  for  which  our  country- 
men were  now  fuffering,  was  the  fame  as  had  been  advocated 
in  the  year  1783,  by  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and 
other  men,  who  were  at  this  time  penfioners  and  placemen  under 
the  actual  government;  that  a  convention,  for  the  purpofe  of 
obtaining  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  hadbeen  held  atthe  Thatch- 
ed Houie  Tavern,  in  which  thefe  men  went  as  delegates,  or  acted  as 
afliftants  ;  that  it  was  cruel,  if  not  unjuft,  to  punilh  men  for 
following  the  example  which  thofe  in  power  had  fet  them.  The 
quefton  was  not  a  queftion  of  convenience,  but  of  right. — It 
was  not  enough  to  fay,  that  the  people  were  formerly  reprefented, 
but  that  they  had  a  right  to  be  reprefented  now.  Did  the  minif- 
try,  therefore,  mean  to  affert,  that  what  was  right  to-day,  was 
wrong  to-morrow  ?  Did  they  mean  to  declare,  in  the  face  of 
the  world,  that  what  was  in  conformity  to  the  maxims  of  juf- 
tice  at  that  time,  fhould,  in.  fo  fhort  a  fpace,  be  deemed  unjujl, 
and  punilhed  as  a  crime  '? 

"  After  having  expatiated  confiderably  on  this  very  impor- 
tant fubject,  he  proceeded  with  obferving,  that  in  all  countries 
•where  fevere  and  fanguinary  punifhments  were  encouraged, 
men  could  have  no  affection  for  the  government  under  which 
they  lived,  and  their  obedience  to  it  could  refult  folely  from  mo- 
tives ox  fear.  That  liberty  of  opinion  could  not  be  denied  to 
any  free  country,  without  denying  at  the  fame  time  the  rights  of 
the  people.  That  nothing  argued  more  ftrongly  againft  a  govern- 
ment than  the  uniform  defign  of  depriving  the  people  of  this  li- 
berty ;  that  it  was  a  proof  that  i'omethingwent  wrong ;  and  that  even 
governors  were  afhamed  of  their  conduct,  when  the  right  of  dif- 
cuffion  was  violated  or  put  an  end  to.  The  civil  liberty  we  enjoy- 
ed in  our  country  was  the  effect:  of  political  difcuffionj  and  its  po- 
litical liberty  would  have  long  fince  been  reftored  and  fecured,  if 
our  rulers  had  not  interpofed  to  weaken  or  annihilate  this  right: 
Firft,  by  giving  a  power  of  decifion  to  judges,  which  the  an- 
cient law  of  the  land  did  not  acknowledge :  Secondly,  by  con-r 
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founding  the  truth  with  the  facl  of  publication :  And,  thirdly* 
by  having  punifhed  with  the  utmoft  feverity  libels  in  private 
cafes,  to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  thofe  fevere  fentences  in 
public  ones,  which  difhonoured  and  irritated  the  nation.  It 
had  been  lately  the  fafhion  to  confound  government  with  the 
conilitution,  and  the  rniniftry  with  the  government.  To  op- 
pofe,  therefore,  the  mad  and  wild,  if  not  criminal  fchemes  of 
adminiftration,  was  to  oppofe  government,  and,  by  this  mode 
of  reafoning,  to  oppofe  government  was  to  be  an  enemy  to  the 
constitution.  A  government  can  never  give  a  more  authentic 
proof  of  its  propenfion  to  tyranny,  and  of  the  impropriety,  as 
well  as  impolicy  of  its  meafures,  than  by  restraining  or  forbid- 
ding the  liberty  of  difcufling  publicly  matters  of  legiflation  and 
policy.  It  is  debafing  the  character  of  man,  as  an  intellectual 
being,  to  deny  him  the  right  of  enquiring  into  that;  which  even, 
governors  allow  was  made  for  his  ufe,  namely,  government. 

"  To  punifh  inquiry,  feverity  is  exercifed  for  imaginary  guilt. 
But  what  is  the  effect  ?  Mifchief  is  prolific.  Violence  in  go- 
vernment begets  refentment  in  the  people,  who  murmur  and 
exclaim.  Government  is  provoked,  and  studies  vengeance. 
When  one  a£t  of  vengeance  is  expofed,  more  always  follow. 
AfFeCtion  is  loft  on  both  fides,  and,  what  is  worfe,  is  irrecover- 
able. Hatred  begins  -,  and  the  government  and  the  people  be- 
ing a  variance,  confider  each  other  no  longer -as  magistrate  and 
fubject,  but  as  mutual  enemies.  Hence  the  inhuman  wish  of 
Caligula,  that  he  could  murder  all  the  people  at  one  blow.  The 
fequal  is  in  order :  he  is  continually  destroying  them  ;  they  are 

continually  wifhing  him  destroyed. Such  conduct  had  the 

fatal  tendency  of  cramping  the  genius  of  men,  and  of  replung- 
ing  the  nation  into  a  ftate  of  barbarifm  with  regard  to  their  re- 
ligion, their  laws,  their  morals,  and  their  government,  and 
to  keep  them  ignorant  of  the  moft  important  concerns  in  their 
trade,  their  fplendor,  their  felicity  ;  whilft  all  the  nations  around 
them  were  improving  themfelves  in  morals  and  policy,  by  the 
daring  efforts  and  concurrence  of  enlightened  men,  whofe  views 
were  diredted  to  thofe  objects  alone  uhich  were  really  worth 
their  attention.  The  reafoning  of  a  government,  which  pro- 
hibits information,  is  defective  in  every  particular  ;  its  progrefs 
is  not  to  beftopped,"nor  even  to  be  checked,  without  manifest  dif- 
advantage.  Prohibition  has  no  other  effect  than  to  irritate  men; 
to  infpire  them  with  an  idea  of  infurreclion,  and  to  give  to  all 
their  writings  a  libellous  tendency.  Severe  and  arbitrary  fen- 
tences may  intimidate^  but  they  cannot  convince  a  nation.  It  is 
by  reafon  and  argument  alone,  oppofed  to  apparent  reafon  and 
apparent  argument,  that  a  government  can  hope  to  be  victori- 
ous over  its  internal  enemies,  or  render  itfelf  permanent  by  the 
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quiet  and  confcientious  concurrence  of  all  its  citizens.     It  is 
doing  too  much  honor  to  innocent  fubjects   to   be  alarmed  at  a. 
few  pages  of  writing,  or  at  a  few  fugitive  orations,  when  bar- 
racks are  erected  in  a  country,  and  6o?ooo  armed   mercenaries 
are  ready  to  execute  the  mandates  of  government.    Experience 
had  proved,  that  the  rigorous   profecutions   which   had  lately 
taken   place   throughout   England,  and  that  the  cruel  fentences 
which  had  difgraced   the   capital  of  Scotland,  had  not  anfwered 
the  purpofe  of  eftabliihing  arbitrary  power,  and  of  cruming  the 
rebellion  of  honeff.  minds.     Although  there  is  no  fpirit  fo  erect 
and  independent  as  not  to  be  broken  by  the  long  continuance  of 
the  filent  and  inglorious  fufferings  of  a  jail ;  yet   it  had  been 
found,  that  men  were  p"  oud  to  flep  forward  in  this  moft  fformy 
feafon,  when  fuch  terrible  examples  of  legal  vengeance  had  been 
held  up  before  them  to  plead  the  ancient  rights  of  their  country, 
to  unmask  the  infamy,   intrigue,  and  murderous  projects  of  ad- 
miniftration,and  according  to  the  principles  of  the  pureft  benevo- 
lence, to  afTert  the  liberty  of  the  whole  human  race.     The  pre- 
fent  times  bore  a  ftrong  and  marked  refemblance  to  thofe  ter- 
rific ages  when  priefls  held  their  dominion  over  the  minds  and 
confciences  of  men,   and  when   they  endeavoured  to  eftablifh 
the  reign  of  intolerance  and   orthodoxy  amidft  flakes, of  fire, 
and  ftreams  of  human  blood.     All   hiftory  had  evinced,  that 
every  attempt  to  curb  and  bridle  the  expanfion  of  the  human 
mind  had  been  ineffectual ;  it  had  evinced,  that  opinions,  though 
fmothered  for  a  time,  burft  forth  with  redoubled  fury,  and  were 
victorious  over  power  ;  it  had  evinced   the   triumph   of  reafon 
and  truth  over  prejudice  and  fuperftition,  and  that  liberty,  whe- 
ther of  opinion  or  perfon,  however  flow  in  its   progrefs,  had 
uniformly  moved  forward  towards   its  deftined   goal ;  and  that 
even,  at  this  moment,  the  interruptions  which  had   been  op- 
pofed  to  it  in  our  own  country,  although  they  might  be  injuri- 
ous to  individuals,  would  finally  obtain,  confirm,  and  eftablifh 
the  rights  of  the  people.     Confcious  of  their  uprightnefs,  the 
friends  of  freedom  had  perfevered  in   their  noble  caufe,  unap- 
plied by  the   influence  of  fpies  and  informers,  and  by  the  threats 
of  a  corrupt,  a  crazy,  and  wicked  ad  mini  fixation.     In  fo  doing, 
they  had  acted  in   perfect  conformity  to  the  piinciples  of  virtue, 
without  which  no  man  could  be  a  friend  to  his  country,  and  a 
lover  of  mankind.     Its  effence  confided  in  the  regulation  of  our 
conduct  by  fuch  moral  axioms  as  are  befr.  calculated  to  promote 
the  general  happinefs  of  our  fellow-creatures;  and  as   it    fre- 
quently happened,  that  the  happinefs  of  the  individual  flood  in 
direct  oppofltion  to  that  of  the  public,  it  is  the  perfection  of  vir- 
tue in  individuals  to  facrifice  their  own  happinefs  to  that  of  the 
public.  A  man,  in  pclTeflion  of  this   virtuous  principle,  feels 
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delight  whilft  aftua^ly  burning  in  the  brazen  bull  ofPhalaris ;  and 
fuch,  he  trufted,  was  the  a£tuating  principle  of"  thofe  generous 
patriots,  who  are  become  willing  victims  of  the  moft  barbarous 
and  favage  fentences  that  ever  had  been  pronounced  in  Britain  ; 
who  had  made  a  glorious  ftand  againrr.  arbitrary  power,  and 
who  broke  loofe  from  the  fondeft  endearments  of  human  life, 
in  the  hope  of  redeeming  their  loft  country  from  the  fangs  of 
a  dark  and  brooding  prejudice,  and  from  the  horrors  and  turpi- 
tude of  an  ignominious  flavery. 

M  It  was  the  tyranny  of  the  Britifh  government  which  drove 
William  Penn,  with  the  philofophic  people  called  Quakers,  to  the 
delectable  regions  of  Penfylvania,  where,  by  toleration,  induftiy, 
and  permanent  credit,  they  revived  the  hmplicity  cf  the  primi- 
tive ages  of  fociety.  It  was  the  fame  tyranny  which  has  driven 
into  voluntary  exile,  or  forced  by  law  into  banilhment,  the  moft 
virtuous  of  men,  the  hrft  of  philofophers,  the  moft  exalted  and 
courageous  band  of  patriots  that  ever  honoured  the  foil  of  Bri- 
tain. Among  the  former  Jofeph  Prieftly,  one  of  the  moft  pro- 
found philofophers  of  the  age,  and  moil  meek  and  amiable  of 
citizens,  claims  the  fad  pre-eminence;  and  among  the  latter, 
itand  the  names  of  thole  perfecuted  patriots,  in  whofe  behalf 
we  are  now  about  to  addrefs  the  executive  magiftrate  of  our 
country — a  noble  and  a  generous  band,  whofe  fufferings  do  not 
claim  our  pity,  becaufe  they  boil  up  our  rage  ;  whofe  fentences 
difgraced  thofe  who  pronounced  them,  not  thofe  on  whom  thev 
were  pronounced  ;  whofe  condition  is  enviable,  becaufe  honour- 
able, and  to  the  whole  of  whofe  opinions  and  conduct,  no  good 
man,  or  honeft  citizen,  can  give  one  diflentient  voice  !  In 
f'mes  like  thefe,  when  a  man  is  mocked  and  infulted,  becaufe 
he  bears  the  name  of  d  patriot,  an  epithet  once  honoured  by 
the  people  of  England ;  at  a  time  when  thofe  who  have  the 
courage  and  magnanimity  not  to  flatter  their  country,  are  de- 
ferted,  betrayed  and  perfecuted,  what  honours  are  fuificient  for  . 
thofe  who  thunder  truth  againlt  tyranny  ?  What  difgrace  ought 
not  to  await  thofe  timid  beings,  thofe  negative  patriots,  who 
keep  aloof  from  the  fcene  of  action,  and  riot  on  their  country's 
wrongs?  When  our  nation  mall  be  regenerated,  thefe  perfe- 
cuted men  will  wear  civic  crowns.  In  the  political,  as  in  the 
moral  world,  the  friend  who  appears  tc  foothe  our  diftrefles, 
excites  our  efteem  ;  and  he  who,  in  calamitous  times  that  try 
men's. fouls,  facriflces  intereft,  friends  and  home,  in  order  to 
lave  his  ftnkiflg  country,  merits  well,  not  only  of  every  Briton, 
but  of  all  mankind,  and  even  of  the  government  under  which 
he  lives. 

"  Fellow  citizens,  the  day  is  at  length  arrived,  when  fanatt- 
cifm  and  fuperftition,  deprived  of  their  tinfsl  trapping5,  and  ex- 
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pofed,  in  their  native  uglinefs,  to  the  view  of  mankind,  flink 
fcowling  back  to  the  cave  of  obfcurity ;  there  I  hope  they  will 
for  ever  remain.  The  energy  of  Englifhmen  will  no  longer  en- 
dure this  ftrange  uproar  of  injuftice.  I  truft  my  countrymen 
are  fck  of  religious  and  political  impofture  ;  and  that  their  de- 
cifive  :.:nd  manly  conduct  will  command,  in  an  imperious  tone 
which  will  take  no  denial,  not  a  melioration  of  thefe  enormous 
abufes,  which  would  be  to  compromife  with  injuftice ;  but  1 
trull  they  will  demand  the  annihilation  of  corruptions  and  abu'es, 
and  a  reflitution  of  the  original  rights  of  human  nature.  I  afk 
of  our  governors,  this  plain  queltion,  Is  it  better  that  the  people 
fhould  be  in  a  conftant  ftate  of  ftupidity,  than  that  they  fhould 
be  fometimes  turbulent  ?  Miniflers  of  ftate,  if  ye  mean  to  be 
wicked,  fuffer  the  people  to  write  and  fpeak  ;  you  will  find  men 
corrupt  enough  to  ferve  you  according  to  your  evil  defixes,  and 
who  will  improve  you  in  the  art  of  Sejanus.  If  you  mean  to 
be  good,  permit  them  to  write,  you  will  hnd  fome  honeft  men, 
who  will  improve  you  in  the  art  of  a  Turgot.  How  many  things 
are  ye  (till  ignorant  of,  before  you  can  become  great  either  in 
good  or  in  evil.  I  fee  no  glory,  no  advantage,  no  pleafure,  no  fafety, 
in  any  man  reigning  as  a  Sultan  over  (laves.  Such  a  horrid  pre- 
eminence tarnifhes  the  luftre  of  the  moil:  exalted  ftation.  It  is, 
befides,  precarious,  for  Sultans  are  frequently  depofed,  and  ven- 
geance wreaked  upon  them. 

"  I  need  not  invite  you,  fellow  citizen*,  to  feel  for  any  hu- 
man being  who  miters,  much  lefs  need  I  foiicit  your  approof  of 
the  prefent  meafure,  after  the  general  teftimony  of  fatisfaclion 
you  have  given  of  it.  You  are  too  enlightened  to  need  the  aid 
of  any  inftru&ion  from  me,  and  your  underftandings  are  too 
much  awakened  to  require  that  your  paffions  fhould  be  played 
upon.  Whilft  the  unerring  tribunal  of  poilerity  fhall  condemn, 
with  fcorn  and  derifion,  with  execration  and  difguft,  thofe  in- 
human beings  who- have  been  the  caufes  of  iuch  unexampled  and 
inhuman  feverity,  our  perfecuted  brethren  will  obtain  a  verdict 
of  honour  and  glory.  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that,  beloved  by  the 
prefent  age,  future  ages  fhall  heap  around  their  monuments 
trophies  of  undying  fame ;  and  an  exafperated  and  repentant 
people  fhall  enrol  their  names  in  the  volume  of  hiftory,  which 
records  alfo  the  names  of  Sidney,  Hampden,  and  Locke!" 

u  The  following  refolutions  were  then  read  three  times  over, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  perfons,  were  unanimoufly 
adopted : 

I.  w  That  the  people  being  the  true  and  only  fource  of  go- 
vernment, the  freedom  of  (peaking  and  writing  upon  any  fubjecT: 
cannot  be  denied  to  the  members  of  a  free  government,  without 
offering  the  grofleft  infult  to  the  majefty  of  the  people. 

2.  «  That 
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2.  "  That  therefore  the  condemnation  of  citizens  Muira 
Palmer,  Skirving,  Margarot,  and  Gerald,  to  tn.infportar.ion,  for 
expofing  the  corruptions  of  the  Britifh  government,  was  an  act 
better  iuited  to  the  maxims  of  a  defpotic  than  a  free  go- 
vernment. 

3.  '«  That  the  addrefs  which  has  now  been  read,  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  King,   in  behalf  of  the  above  periecuted  patriots." 

«    On    the  fecond  refolution  being  prGpofed,    an  hifs  was 
heard   from  different  parts  of  the  meeting,   in  confequence  of 
one  or  two  perfons  holding  up  their  hats  againft  it ;    on  ob- 
ferving  which,  H.  Yorke  thus  addrefTed  the  meeting  : 
"  Fellow-Citizens, 

"  As  your  chairman,  I  call  you  to  order.  As  an  individual 
I  mutt  obferve,  that  this  hiffing  is  repugnant  to  the  principle  of 
toleration  or  freedom,  which  we  wifh  to  fee  eftablifhed.  We 
have  this  moment  read  and  given  our  aflent  to,  an  Addrefs  to  the 
King  in  favour  of  liberty  of  opinion  ;  let  it  not  be  faid,  that  we 
are  the  fir  ft  to  violate  that  liberty  in  others,  which  we  claim  for 
ourfelves.  Opinions  will  always  vary,  even  amongft  the  vvifeft 
and  beft  of  men.  We  are  bound,  therefore,  to  ihe.v  tender- 
nefs  to  the  opinions  of  others,  and  companion  even  to  their  pre- 
judices. Let  our  enemies  fee  that  we  confecrate  by  our  example, 
what  we  defire  to  fee  eftablifhed  as  a  principle.  Hifles  00  not 
convince  ;  they  tend  only  to  irritate  the  minds,  and  tobegec  the 
ill-will  of  our  fellow-citizens  ;  let  us,  on  the  contrary,  confront 
them  with  the  weapons  of  reafon  and  truth,  the  onlv  loo-ic  of 
liberal  minds.  Every  thing  whjch  has  a  tendency  to  ftir  up  the 
paffions  without  awakening  the  underftanding,  is  unbecoming 
of  freemen,  or  of  men  who  would  be  free." 

"  Thefe  well-timed  obfervations  had  the  good  effect:  of  pre- 
venting any  further  figns  of  intolerance,  and  trie  utmoft  decorum 
prevailed  throughout  the  conduct  of  the  bufinefs. 

"  It  was  next  moved,  '  that  a  Petition  be  prefented  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  for  a  Reform  in  the  Reprefentation  of  the 
People  in  Parliament :'  but  fo  marked  was  the  difapprobation 
given  by  the  whole  meeting  to  this  meafure,  that  not  one  finale 
perfon  feconded  the  motion,  but  a  moft  profound  filence,  inter- 
rupted only  "by  a  few  murmurs,  was  obferved  :  upon  which 
Henry  Yorke  again  rofe,  and  addrefTed  the  meeting  in  an  ani- 
mated fpeech  of  an  hour  long,  and  of  which  it  is  impoffible  for 
us  to  give  our  readers  a  juft  conception.  He  took  a  general 
view  of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  and  ftated  its  moft  prominent 
detects  ;  among  which  the  want  of  a  perfect  national  repre- 
fentation was  the  moft  glaring.  He  dwelt  a  confiderable  time 
upon  this  fu'ojecr,  and  then  proceeded  to  take  a  rapid  furvey  of 
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the  exertions  which  had  been  made  at  different  periods,  and  by 
different  perfons,  to  promote  the  caufe  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
"  He  obferved,  that  the  fubjecl:  was  become  a  mere  bugbear, 
employed  to  deceive  the  people,  and  worked  upon  as  an  engine 
to  raiie  into  power,  needy  and  ambitious  men  ;  that  the  very 
fame  men,  who,  in  oppofition,  had  declared,  that  it  was  the  only 
meafure  of  faving  the  country  from  ruin,  were  the  firft  to  re- 
probate and  fcout  the  meafure  of  Reform  when  they  were  In 
power.  From  the  corruptions  of  the  Britifh  government,  par- 
ties had  been  generated,  which,  in  their  route  to  power,  had 
cdnvulfed  and  plundered  the  empire.  Under  the  diftinclions  of 
names,  principles  had  been  forgotten  ;  ar.d  for  the  fake  of 
leaders,  whom  the  people  had  foolifhly  idolized,  the  machine  of 
government  rolled  on  amidft  the  feuds  and  contentions  of  party. 
Eternally  the  peace  of  our  country  had  been  difturbed  by  the 
rancour  and  animofities  of  factions,  and  the  people,  inffead  of 
turning  themfelves  to  correct  the  grofs  evils  which  exifted  in  it, 
had  ever  been  the  tools  of  bafe  and  defigning  men,  and  feemed 
prepared  to  whet  and  fharpen  their  fwords  one  againft  another. 

"  It  was  now  high  time  that  the  people  mould  lay  afide 
leaders,  difcard  factions,  and  aft  for  themfelves.  He  ftrongly 
inforced  thefe  principles,  and  then  entered  into  a  compleat  de- 
tail of  the  ancient  conftitution  as  eitablifbed  by  Alfred,  which 
he  proved  to  be  at  this  time  totally  defaced,  if  not  loft.  He 
then  purfued  the  gradual  decline  of  popular  liberty  in  England, 
from  the  anarchy  which  was  the  confequence  of  Danim  and 
Norman  invafion  ;  and  taking  a  general  sketch  of  our  hiftory, 
;fo  far  as  it  was  connected  with  the  fubjec"t  of  popular  reprefen- 
tation,  he  made  fome  flrong  and  pointed  remarks  on  the  revor 
lution  of  1688,  the  object  of  which,  he  faid,  was  not,  -could 
not  be  ahfwered,  unlefs  annual  parliaments  and  general  fuffrage 
were  reftored.  For  this  he  had  the  authority  of  Lord  Somers,, 
who  drew  up  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  and  who  was  promoted 
by  "William  III.  for  his  popular  exertions  at  that  memorable 
epoch. 

"  In  order  to  prove  that  the  revolution  had  not  correfponded, 
with  the  expectations  of  the  people,  no  fooner  was  the  Piince  of 
Orange  tftabhfhed  on  the  throne  of  England,  than  all  ideas  of 
the  ancient  mode  of  annual  parliaments  were  effaced,  and  the 
triennial  a£t  was  paffed  in  the  very  face  of  that  revolution,  and 
in  direct  contradiction  to  its  principles  ;  for  the  revolution,  at 
leaft,  (o  far  as  it  refpecled  the  people,  was  not  intended  to  be  a 
cempromile  between  the  King  and  the  ariftocracy,  for  the  joint 
inheritance  of  the  people,  but  to  eftablifh  on  unequivocal  prin- 
ciples the  right  of  the  people  to  govern  themfelves,  and  to  reed 
th.pfe  delegated  powers  which  they  had  tntrufled  to  thtir  fer- 
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vants  for  this  purpofe,  when  they  were  either  abufed,  or  neglected 
toexercife  them.  If  the  revolution  were  not  a  revolution  for  the 
people,  it  was  no  revolution  at  all,  but  a  confpiracy  of  a  few 
ennobled  opprefTors  againft  the  liberties  and  happinefs  of  the 
many.  Butt  if  it  were  defigned  to  comprehend  the  people, 
and  its  end  has  been  perverted,  or  purpofely  laid  afide,  the 
people  are  not  warranted  in  petitioning,  but  are  juftified  in  de- 
manding as  a  right,  agreeably  to  the  tone  of  language  ufed  in 
the  Declaration  of  Rights,  the  reltitution  of  annual  parliaments, 
and  the  eftablifhment  of  univerfal  fufTrage.  But  the  fhock 
which  was  given  to  the  lability  of  theie  principles,  was  moft 
infamoufly  flagrant,  by  the  enacting  of  the  feptennial  act,  in 
the  reign  of  George  I.  if  the  act  of  parliament  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VI.  erafed  from-the  roll  of  citizenfhip  fome  of  the  bed: 
members  of  the  community,  the  enacting  of  the  triennial  and 
feptennial  acts,  filled  up  to  the  brim  the  meafureof  governmental 
iniquity,  and  poured  forth  the  waters  of  bitternefs  throughout 
our  land." 

ct  Fellow-Citizens, 
"  Enough  of  precedent.  The  human  race  has  long  been 
.oling  down  the  tide  of  ages  neglected,  .unpitied  and  oppreffed. 
U  is  high  time  that  the  devious  courfeof  human  policy  fhould 
ijot  be  left  to  the  uncertain  ifliie  of  'dorms  and  of  elemental 
wars  ;  but  that  the  machine  of  {late  fhould  be  guided  by  the 
polar  {tar  of  reafon  alone,  which  is  never  ken  but  when  the  ma- 
jefty  of  the  people  is  refplendent.  What  is  beneficial  in  the 
example  of  ages,  we  ought  to  referve  with,  caution.  What  is 
injurious,  and  what  is  only  tolerably  competent  to  anfwer  the 
common  purpofes  of  fociety,  ought  to  be  abolifhed.  We  infult 
ourfelves,  when  we  abjectly  diltruft  the  powers  which  nature 
has  given  us;  nor  ought  we  paffively  to  acquiefce  in  infti-' 
tutions,  which,  though  injurious,  may  be  preferable  to  thofe 
that  may  be  endured  by  others.  We  infult  ourfelves,  when  we 
foolifhly  balance  between  tolerable  vices  and  pofitive  good ;  be- 
tween unnatural  fyilems,  and  novel,  untried,  but  jult  maxims. 
The  human  mind  is  progrefiive  ;  fois  the  focial  mind.  That  the 
one  therefore  fhould  remain  ftationary,  amid  the  rapid  courfe  of 
the  other  towards  perfection,  is  a  prejudice  as  unnatural  as  it  is 
injurious  to  the -happinefs  of  man.  The  governments  of  Eu- 
rope prefent  no  delectable  fymmetry  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
philofopher — no  esjoyment  to  the  fatisfaition  of  the  citizen. 
A  vait,  deformed  and  cheerlefs  ftructure,  the  frightful  abortion 
of  hafte  and  ufurpauon,  prefents  to  the  eye  of  the  beholder  no 
iyitematic  arrangement— no  harmonious  organization  of  fociety. 
Chance,  hatte,  faction,  tyranny,  rebellion,  mafiacre,  and  the 
hot,  inclement  action  of  human  pailions,  have  begotten  them. 
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Utility  has  never  been  the  end  of  their  inftitution,  but  partial 
intereft  has  been  its  fruit.  Such  abominable  and  abfurd  forms  ; 
fuch  jarring  and  diiTonant  principles,  which  chance  has  fcattered 
over  the  earth,  cry  aloud  for  fomething  more  natural,  more 
pure,  and  more  calculated  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 
Experience  muft  regulate  the  mechanifm  of  government,  by' 
which  I  mean  not  a  narrow  and  confined,  but  a  liberal  and  en- 
lightened experience,  which,  hearing  without  paffion  or"  pre- 
judice, the  teftimeny  of  ages  and  nations,  collects  from  its 
general  principles,  to  further  the  progrefs  of  civilization.  It  is 
in  hiftory  that  we  are  to  dive  for  thofe  rich  materials  of  legis- 
lative experiment,  which  are  to  ameliorate  the  focial  order,  and 
repair  thofe  breaches  which  injuftice  has  long  fince  made.  But 
if  this  experience  be  found  inadequate  to  the  purpofe  of  alle- 
viating human  miferies  ;  if  it  afford  nothing  but  the  melancholy 
profpeel  of  outrageous  defpotifm — of  exceffive  vices  en  the  part 
of  the  governing,  and  debafement  and  vaffalage  on  that  of  the 
governed  ;  if  it  aicribe  the  commotions  of  fuffering  countries  to 
the  defigns  of  factions,  and' not  to  principles  ;  if  it  fhew,  that 
in  confequence  of  national  ignorance,  after  the  fir  ft  ebullitions 
of  revolt,  they  have  fat  down  in  a  torpid  calm,  and  borne  with 
ufuipations  ftill  heavier  than  thofe  by  which  they  were  roufed  to 
arms — it  mull:  be  granted  that  this  experience  is  important, 
becaufe  it  teaches  the  fuffering  nations  of  the  prefent  day,  in 
what  manner  to  prepare  their  combuftible  ingredients,  and  hu- 
manifts  in  what  manner  to  enkindle  them,  fo  as  to  produce 
with  effect,  that  grand  political  explofion,  which  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  buries  defpotifm,  already  convulfive  and  agoniling 
in  ruins,  may  raife  up  the  people  to  the  dignity  and  fublime 
grandeur  of  freedom. 

"  To  effect  this  juft  and  ufeful  purpofe,  revolution  offentiment 
muft  precede  revolution  of  government  and  manners.  The 
popular  energies  muft  be  excited,  that  the  popular  voice  may 
be  felt  and  heard.  The  people  muft  grow  wife,  in  order  that 
the  people  may  rule.  It  is  faid  we  preach  anarchy  ;  but  what 
is  anarchy  but  the  eftablifhment  of  confufion  on  the  wreck  of 
popular  opinion  ?  It  is  faid  we  are  Levellers  ;  but  thofe  are 
Levellers  who  would  wifh  to  reduce  man  to  the  condition  of 
the  brute,  guided  by  paffion  and  uninfluenced  by  reafon.  Thofe 
are  Levellers  whofe  hands  are  dipped  in  the  public  ipoils ;  who 
affert  impunity  for  crimes,  and  inviolability  of  perfons  ;  who 
would  make  humanity  take  a  retrogade  motion  ;  who  would 
paify  the  arm  of  juftice,  and  defeat  the  end  of  equal  laws.  We 
have  ever  difclaimed  the  foolifh  idea  of  levelling  property,  be- 
caufe our  own  property,  the  fruit  of  our  Labour,  or  of  our 
talents,  might,   by  the  example,  be  expofed  to  the  invafion  of 
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the  ftril  intruder.  It  were  well,  if  thofe  who  confound  j-.itrice 
with  crimes,  would  confider  that  the  poor  man's  property,  little 
as  it  is,  is  as  precious  to  him,  as  is  the  wealthy  ftock  of  the 
rich  man.  It  were  well,  if  feeling  the  force  of  this  principle, 
the  ariftocracy  would  unite  with  us  in  the  caufe  in  which  we 
are  embarked.  Property,  they  fay,  is  facred.  Is  not,  then, 
the  property  of  the  poor  man  as  facred  as  that  of  the  rich ;  and 
ought  it  to  be  filched  or  forced  from  him  without  his  confent, 
any  more  than,  that  ot  the  rich  man  ?  Can  thofe  who  do  not 
refpect.  the  property  of  others,  expefl  others  to  refpecT:  their 
property  ?  We  wifh  to  exalt,  not  to  level.  We  wiih  to  better 
the  condition  of  the  wretched  ;  to  .equalize  men  under  the  in- 
fluence of  law,  but  to  give  to  merit,  inchiitry,  talents,  patri- 
mony, virtue,  their  proper  weight  arid  correfpondent  dignity  in 
the  focial  order.  Are  we,  then,  ungovernable,  becaufe  we  reject 
mif-government  ?  Are  we  ungrateful,  becaufe  we  defend  our 
liberty  and  property  againft  thofe  who  ought  to  refpedt  them  ? 
Are  we  rebels  in  maintaining  our  violaied  laws,  againft  thofe 
who  are  open  rebels  to  laws,  and  who  fet  themfelves  above  thofe 
laws  which  they  ought  to  have  venerated  ?  I  know,  that  in  all 
^ages  of  the  world,  people  who  would  not  be  oppreffed,  have 
been  reckoned  ungovernable,  by  men  who  are,  or  who  would 
be  oppreilors.  I  know  that  the  enemies  of  opprefTion  have 
always  been  ftigmatized  as  enemies  of  government.  I  know 
that  it  is  feditious  to  blame  the  excefles  of  power,  and  infolent 
to  mention  the  infolence  of  thofe  who  abufe  power.  I  know 
that  it  is  fedition  to  diftinguifh  between  public  right  and  public 
wrong,  bttween  government  and  tyranny.  Nor  is  it  enough 
to  acknowledge  all  good  government  to  be  irrefutable  ;  but  the 
wor/ty  and  the  abuje  of  the  beft,  muft  be  irrefiftable  alfo.  I 
know,  that  to  complain  of  tyranny  \%fa5$ion^  and  to  throw  it  off 
rebellion  \  but  they  who  opprr- fs  are  the  greater]:  rebels^  and  for 
the  oppreffed  to  turn  upon  them,  is  but  to  rejtft  rebellion — it  is 
but  to  do  a  juft  and  natural  action.  Whoever  violates  the  laws 
of  reafon,  equity  and  nature,  whatever  ftation  or  name  he  may 
bear,  is  a  rebel,  fubj-ct  to  laws  againft  tyrants  and  rebellion. 
Tyrants,  therefore,  and  oppreffors,  are  the  higheft  and  molt 
confumm  ue  rebels  in  the  world — capital  traitors  to  God  and 
man,  and  piinifnable  by  all  the  law>  of  God  and  man.  Amid 
all  the  abfurdities  and  chimeras  of  Paganifm,  it  was  never  be- 
lieved that  tyranny  was  warranted  by  Heaven.  It  was  never 
believed  that  the  bloody  Caligula  was  the  vicegerent  of  God, 
and  that  the  worft  of  men  had  a  commifiion  from  Heaven  to 
opprefs  the  human  race.  It  was  never  believed  that  murder, 
rapine  and  rnif-rule.  were  government,  and  that  Liwlefs  and 
bloody-crowned  robbers  were  governors  divinely  appointed.     If 

was 


t  376  ] 

was'  never  believed  that  fociety  had  no  remedy  againft  devouring 
lull  and  the  raging  fword,  which  were  deftroying  all  the  ends 
of  fociety,  and  even  fociety  itfelf.  Such  indignities  to  God  and 
man,  were  never  broached  by  Pagans  ;  they  never  propagated 
doctrines  which  would  have  turned  men  into  ideots,  deftitute  of 
reflection  and  feeling  ;  into  beads  of  burthen,  and  beafts  of 
facrifice  ;  turned  Heaven  into  Hell ;  human  fociety  into  a  chaos 
of  blood  and  carcafes  ;  and  the  earth  into  a  place  of  torments. 
It  never  entered  into  the  heart  of  a  Greek  or  a  Roman,  nor  into 
any  heart  that  felt  the  fentiments  of  virtue  and  humanity,  that 
it  was  unlawful  to  defend  nature  ;  a  crime  to  ward  off  murder, 
barbarity  and  defolation;  and  an  impiety  to  do  the  moft  godlike 
aclion  which  can  be  done  on  this  fide  Heaven,  that  of  difarming 
tyrants,  and  of  faving  our  country  from  perifhing.  Govern- 
ment is  doubtlefs  a  facred  thing,  and  juftly  claims  our  reverence 
and  duty  ;  but  when  government  is  general  oppfeffion  ;  when 
havoc,  fpoil  and  perfecution  prevail,  to  the  deftruclion  of  all 
who  do  well  ;  when  law  and  juftice  are  banifhed,  and  military 
defpotifm  triumphs  ;  when  property  is  attacked  and  feized  with- 
out the  confent  of  its  owner,  and  lives  are  wantonly  deftroyed  ? 
— Is  this  government  too  ?  If  it  be,  tell  me  what  is  not  govern- 
ment ?  1  do  not  think,  in  an  age  like  this,  that  the  people  of 
this,  or  any  country,  can  ever  be  fo  funk  or  deadened  by 
opprefiion,  but  that  repeated  provocation  will  raife  a  fpirit 
amongft  them  capable  of  accomplifhing  the  greateft  projects. 
Even  the  moft  profefTed  and  degraded  flaves,  the  people  of 
Turkey,  often  roufe  themfelves,  and  calling  their  proud  rider 
to  the  earth,  trample  him  to  death.  A  little  fpark  often  kin- 
dles a  great  flame,  and  a  flame  foon  fpreads  to  a  conflagration. 
An  ignorant  nation  roufed  to  aflert  its  liberties,  will  be  mad  and 
furious  ;  for,  when  men  are  ufed  like  beafts,  they  will  a£t.  like 
like  beafts  !  But,  when  an  enlightened  people,  knowing  their 
rights,  are  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  degradation,  they  will  know 
that  their  condition  cannot  be  worfe,  but,  by  their  own  efforts, 
their  condition  muft  be  better.  An  ignorant  people,  incited 
by  repeated  injury  to  (hake  ofF  the  load  of  injuftice,  will  rifk 
unfeen  evils  and  calamities — will  risk  even  a  civil  war,  to 
be  revenged  on  their  oppreffors.  Such  was  the  temper 
of  the  Romans  upon  the  revolt  of  Sacrovir — they  even 
exulted  in  it,  and,  in  hatred  to  Tiberius,  wifhed  fuccefs 
to  the  public  enemy.  Such  were  the  injured  people  of 
Spain,  who,  when  the  Romans  came,  joyfully  received  them 
as  their  deliverers  from  the  tyrannous  voke  of  Carthage.  But 
an  enlightened  people  will  never  fully  the  victories  of  patriot i fin 
by  fuch  irregular  conduit.  Revenge  will  never  be  adopted  as  a 
principle.  Peace  will  actuate  their  demeanour,  and  they  will 
glory  in  awaiting  the  flow  procefs  of  univerfal  information,  as 
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a  prelude  to  univerfal  emancipation,  rather  than  tarnifh  the  car- 
reer of  liberty,  by  involving  their  country  in  fcenes  of  terror, 
wafte  and  depredation.  Opprefled  nature  will,  at  a  proper 
feafon,  depart  from  paflive  principle  ;  and,  {hould  an  attempt  be 
made  to  wreft  what  remains  of  liberty  from  us,  I  trull  all  men 
Will  concur  to  vindicate  their  violated  rights — for,  if  the  at- 
tempt be  fuffered  once,  it  will  be  often  repeated.  A  few  repe- 
titions create  a  habit,  and  habit  will  claim  prefcription  and  right. 
For  governors  to  be  omnipotent,  the  race  of  man  muft  be  ex- 
tinct; and  no  argument  for  deftroytng  anarchy  can  be  ufed,  but 
what  is  full  as  ftrong  for  the  overthrow  of  tyranny.  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  reftore  public  affairs,  when  once  difconcerted,  to  their 
former  fteady  principle — numbers  will  engage  in  the  corruption, 
and  will  try  every  art  and  power  to  fupport  it,  and  th?y  will 
Continue  to  do  fo,  until  nature,  which  is  always  uppermoft  in. 
man,  figns  their  tragical  doom  ! 
'"  Citizens, 

"  1  repeat  my  former  affertion.  Go  on,  as  you  hitherto  have 
done,  in  the  culture  of  reafon.  Difleminate  throughout  the 
whole  of  your  country,  that  knowledge  which  is  fo  neceffary  to 
man's  happinefs,  and  which  you  have  yourfelves  acquired. 
Teach  your  children,  and  your  countrymen,  the  facred  leflbns  of 
virtue,  which  are  the  foundations  of  all  human  polity.  Teach 
them  to  refpeit  themfelves,  and  to  love  their  country.  Teach 
them  to  do  unto  all  men,  as  they  would  that  they  fhould  do  unto 
them,  and  their  love  (hall  not  be  confined  to  their  country,  but 
ftnll  extend  to  the  whole  human  race.  When  fuch  a  revolution 
of  fentiment  {hall  have  difperfed  the  mifts  of  prejudice;  when, 
by  the  incefTant  thuuderings  from  the  prefs,  the  meaneft  coitager 
of  our  country  lhall  be  enlightened,  and  the  fun  of  reafon  fh  dl 
fliine  in  its  fulleft  meridian  over  us ;  then  the  commanding 
voice  of  the  whole  people  fhall  recommend  the  five  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  gentlemen  in  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  to  go  about  their 
bufinefs.  ' 

"  After  having  Concluded  the  above  fpeech,  Henry  Yorke  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  there  might  be  many  perfons  prefent  who  came 
from  motives  of  curiofity,  and  others  who  came  for  a  more 
criminal  purpofe,  he  fhould  adduce  in  juitification  of  the  reafon- 
tngs  he  had  employed,  the  writings  of  a  man,  who  was  the  firft 
to  reduce  into  a  fyftem  the  ftudy  of  the  Human  Underftandino, 
and  the  Principles  of  Government — he  meant  John  Locke, 
whofe  excellent  difcourfe  on  Civil  Government  he  then  held. in 
his  hand,  and  from  which  he  read  the  following  extracts  : 

**  No  government  can  have  a  right  to  obedience  from  a  people' 
who  have  not  freely  confented  to  it  •,  which  they  never  can  be 
iuppoled  to  do,  till  either  they  are  put  in  a  full  ftate  of  liberty  to 
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chufe  their  government  and  governors,  or  at  leaft  till  they  have' 
fuch  {landing  laws,  to  which  they  have,  by  themfelves  or  their 
reprefentatives,  given  their  Free  confent,  aild  alfo  till  they  are  al- 
lowed their  due  property,  which  is  fo  to  be  proprietors  of  what 
thev  have,  that  nobody  can  take  away  any  part  of  it  without  their 
own  confent,  without  which*  men  under  any  government  are 
not  in  the  ftate  of  freemen,  but  are  direct  flaves  under  the  force 
of  war. 

"  There  is  another  way  whereby  governments  are  difTolved, 
and  that  is,  when  the  legislative,  or  the  prince,  either  of  them, 
act  contrary  to  their  truft.     Firft,  the  legiflative  a£ts  againft  the 
truft  repofed  in  them,  when  they  endeavour  to  invade  the  pro- 
perty of  the  fubjecl,  and  to  make  themfelves,  or  any  part  of  the 
community,  mailers,  or  arbitrary  difpofers  of  the  lives,  liberties, 
or  fortunes  of  the  people.     The  reason  why  men  enter  into  fo- 
ciety,  is  the   prefervation  of  their  property ;  and  the  end  why 
they  chufe  and  authorize  a  legiflative  is,  that  there  may  be  laws 
made,  and  rules  fet,  as  guards  and  fences  to  the  properties  of  all 
the  members  of  the  fociety,  to  limit  the  power,  and  moderate 
the  dominion  of  every  part  and  member  of  me  fociety  :  for  fmce 
it  can  never  be  fuppofed  to  be\he  will  of  the  fociety,  that  the 
legiflative  fhould  have  a  power  to  deftroy  that  which  every  one 
defigns  to   fecure,  by  entering  into  fociety,  and  for  which  the 
people  fubmitted'  themfelves  to  legiflators  of  their  own  making; 
whenever   the  legiflators  endeavour  to  take  away,  and  deftroy 
the  property  of  the  people,  or  to  reduce  them  to  flavery  under 
arbitrary  power,  they  put  themfelves  into  a  ftate  of  war  with  the 
people,  who  are  thereupon  abfolved  from  any  farther  obedience, 
and  are  left  to  the  common  refuge,  which  God  hath  provided 
for  all  men,  againft  force  and  violence.     Whenever  therefore 
the  legiflative  mail  tranfgrefs  this  fundamental  rule  of  fociety, 
and  either  by  ambition,  fear,  folly  or  corruption,  endeavour  to 
grafp   themlelves,    or   put    into  the  hands   of  any   other,    an 
abfolute  power  over  the  lives,  liberties  and  eftates  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  by  this  breach  of  truft  they  forfeit  the  power  the  people 
had  put  into  their  hands  for    quite  contrary   ends,  and  it  de- 
volves to  the  people,  who  ha-ve  a  right  to  relume  their  original 
liberty,  and,  by  the  eftablifhmen<:  of  a  new  legiflative  (fuch  as 
they  fhall  think  fit)  provide  for  their  own  fafety  and  fecurity, 
which  is  the  end  for  which  they  are  in  fociety.     What  I  have 
faid  here,  concerning  the  legiflative *in  general,  holds  true  alfa 
concerning  the  fupreme  executor,  who  having  a  double  truft 
put  in  him,   both  to  have  a  part  in  the  legiflative  and  the  fu- 
preme execution  of  the  law,  acls  againft  both,  when  he  goes 
about  to  fet  up  his  own  arbitrary  will  as  the  law  of  the  fociety. 
He  acts  ajfo  contrary  to  his  truft,  when  he  either  employs  the 
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force,  treafure  and  offices  of  the  fociety,  to  corrupt  the  repre-- 
fentatives,  and  gain  them  to  his  purpofes  ;  or  openly  pre-en- 
gages the  electors,  and  prefcribes  to  their  choice,  fuch,  whom, 
he  has,  by  felicitations,  threats,  promifes,  or  otherwife,  won 
to  his  defigns  ;  and  employs  them  to  bring  in  fuch,  who  have 
promifed  before-hand  what  to  vote,  and  what  to  enact.  Thus 
to  regulate  candidates  and  electors,  and  nevv-moJel  the  ways  of 
election,  what  is  it  but  to  cut  up  the  government  by  the  roots, 
and  poifon  the  very  fountain  of  public  fecurity  ?  for  the  people 
having  referved  to  themfelves  the  choice  of  their  reprefentatives, 
as  the  fence  to  their  properties,  could  do  it  for  no  other  end, 
but  that  they  might  always  be  freely  chofen,  and  (o  chofen, 
freely  acl:,  and  advife,  as  the  necefiity  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  the  public  good  fiiould  upon  examination,  and  mature  de- 
bate, be  judged  to  require.  This,  thofe  who  give  their  votes 
before  they  hear  the  debate,  and  have  weighed  the  reafons  on  all 
fides,  are  not  capable  of  doing.  To  prepare  fuch  an  alTembly 
as  this,  and  endeavour  to  fet  up  the  declared  abettors  of  his 
own  will,  for  the  tiue  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  and  the 
law-makers  of  the  fociety,  is  certainly  as  great  a  breach  of 
truft,  and  as  perfect  a  declaration  of  a  defign  to  fubvert  the  go- 
vernment, as  is  poflible  to  be  met  with.  To  which,,  if  one 
fhall  add  rewards  and  punifhments  vifibly  employed  to.  the  fame 
end,  and  all  the  arts  of  perverted  law  made  ufe  of  to  take  ofF 
and  deftroy  all  that  ftand  in  the  way  of  fuch  a  defign,  and  will 
not  comply  and  ionfent  to  betray  the  liberties  of  their  country^ 
it  will  be  paft  doubt  what  is  doing.  What  power  they  ought 
to  have  in  the  fociety,  who  thus  employ  it  contrary  to  the  truft 
went  along  with  it  in  its  firft  inftitution,  is  eafy  to  determine; 
and  one  cannot  but  fee,  that  he  who  has  once  attempted  any 
fuch  thing  as  this,  cannot  any  longer  be  trufted. 

M  To  this  perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  that  the  people  being  ig- 
norant, and  always  diicontented,  to  lay  the  foundation  or  go-* 
vernment  in  the  unfteady  opinion  and  uncertain  humour  of  the 
people,  is  to  expofe  it  to  certain  ruin  ;  and  no  government  will 
be  able  long  to  fubfift,  if  the  people  may  fet  up  a  new  legifla- 
tive,  whenever  they"  take  offence  at  the  old  one.  To  this  I 
anfwer,  Quite  the  contrary.  People  are  not  fo  eafily  got  out 
<?f  their  old  forms,  as  fome  are  apt  to  fuggeft.  They  are  hard- 
ly to  be  prevailed  with  to  amend  the  acknowledged  faults  in  the 
frame  they  have  been  accuftomed  to. 

"  But  it  will  be  faid,  this  hypothecs  lays  a  ferment  for  fre- 
quent rebellion.  To  which  I  anfwer,  firft,  No  more  than  any 
other  hypothefis ;  for,  when  the  people  are  made  miferable,  and 
find  themfelves  expofed  to  the  ill  ufage  of  arbitrary  power,  cry 
up  their  governors  as  much  as  you   will  for  fons  of  Jupiter  ; 
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let  them  be  facred  and  divine,  defcendec!,  or  authorifed  from 
heaven ;  give  them  out  for  whom  or  what  you  pleafe,  the  fame 
will  happen.  The  people  generally  ill-treated,  and  contrary 
to  right,  will  be  ready  upon  any  occafion  to  eafe  themfelve?  of 
a  burthen  which  fits  heavy  upon  them.  They  will  wifh  and 
feek  for  the  opportunity,  which  in  the  change,  weaknefs  and 
accidents  of  human  affabs,  feldom  delays  long  to  offer  itfelr". 
He  muff,  have  lived  but  a  little  while  in  the  world,  who  has  not 
ken  examples  of  this  in  his  time  ;  and  he  muft  have  read  very 
little,  who  cannot  produce  examples  of  it  in  all  forts  of  govern- 
ment in  the  world.  Secondly,  I  anfwer,  that  fuch  revolutions 
happen  not  upon  every  little  mifrnanagement  in  public  affairs* 
Great  miffakes  in  the  ruling  part,  many  wrong  and  inconve- 
nient laws,  and  all  the  flips  of  human  frailty,  will  be  borne  by 
the  people,  without  mutiny  or  murmur;  but,  if  a  long  train 
of  abufes,  prevarications  and  artifices,  all  tending  the  fame  zvay, 
make  the  defign  vifible  to  the  people,  and  they  cannot  but  feel 
what  they  lie  under,  andy^?  whither  they  are  going,  it  is  not  ta 
be  wondered  at,  that  they  fhould  then  roufe  tbemjelves,  and  en^ 
deavour  to  put  the  rule  into  fuch  hands  which  may  fecure  to 
them  the  ends  for  which  government  was  at  firft  erected  ;  and 
without  which,  ancient  names  and  fpecious  forms,  are  fofar- 
from  being  better,  that  they  are  much  worfe  than  a  ffate  of  na- 
ture, or  pure  anarchy — the  inconveniencies  being  all  as  great 
and  as  near,  but  the  remedy  farther  off  and  more  difficult." 

"  After  reading  the  above,  Henry  Yorke  continued,"  '  I 
muft  obferve  to  you,  that  for  this  dilcourfe  on  Civil  Govern- 
ment, John  Locke  was  preferred  by  King  William,  to  the  im- 
portant place  of  Maff  er  of  the  Mint,  and  was  univerfally  be- 
loved and  honoured  at  Court.  This  book  was  generally  con- 
sidered at  the  time  it  came  out,  to  have  been  a  more  powerful 
»eans  of  fecuring  the  King  upon  his  throne,  than  even  the 
arms  of  Holland  and  Britain  ;  and  it  has  contributed  perhaps, 
more  than  any  other  publication,  to  fecure  the  prefent  Royal 
family  upon  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms.  Although  it  was 
written  a  century  ago,  it  was  a  principal  in  eftablifhing  the  A- 
merican  Revolution  ;  it  has  confpired  the  overthrow  of  defpotifin 
in  France  ;  and,  before  long,  its  principles  will  have  driven 
defpotifm  from  the  face  of  Europe.  To  fuch  a  book  there  can 
be  no  exception ;  and  I  think  I  cannot  better  ferve  the  King, 
or  my  ftllow-citizens,  than  in  bringing  it  before  the  public. 
I  underfland  it  is  not  to  be  purchafed,  becaufe  I  am  told  minif- 
try  have  bought  them  all  up,  or  they  were  purchafed  to  be  fent 
to  America;  but  I  will  defeat  their  ends;  I  will  extract  its 
fpirit,  and  give  it  you  in  a  fmall  compafs,  and  as  cheap  as  the 
prefs  can  print  it.'— -[Loud  and  reiterated  applaufes.) 
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cc  The  following  refolutions  were  next  read  and  unanimoufiy 
approved  of,  amidlt  the  loudeft  applaufes. 

4.  "  That  in  every  country  where  the  people  have  no  fhare 
in  their  government,  taxation  is  tyranny. 

5.  "  That  therefore  a  government  is  tyrannical  or  free,  in 
proportion  as  the  people  are  equally  or  unequally  reprefented. 

6.  "  Convinced  of  this  truth,  it  is  the  opinion  ot  this  Meet- 
ing, that  the  people  ought  to  demand  as  a  right,  and  not  peti- 
tion as  a  favour  for  univtifal  reprefentation. 

7.  "  That  therefore  we  will  petition  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
no  more  on  this  fubje£t." 

"  After  which  Henry  Yorke,  according  to  a  requifition  which 
had  been  made  to  him  a  few  days  before,  prefented  the  follow- 
ing Petition  to  the  King  for  the  total  and  unqualified  emanci- 
pation of  the  Negro  Slaves.  He  prefaced  the  Petition  with  a 
mod  eloquent  and  animated  fpeech  on  the  fubjecl: ;  but  from 
the  fatigue  which  he  had  undergone  from  the  preceding  part  of  the 
bufinefs,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  carry  to  his  intended  length, 
a  difcourfe  which  had  already  drawn  tears  and  fighs  from  a  great 
part  of  his  auditory.  As  we  underfrand  he  means  to  make  an 
appeal  to  the  public  on  the  fubject,  in  which,  of  eourfe,  will 
be  included  the  obfervations  which  he  made  at  this  meeting, 
we  truft  no  apology  will  be  neceffary  for  our  omitting  to  give 
any  fketch  of  them  here." 

«  TO  THE  KING. 
«  Sire, 

"  Juflice  is  eternal.  Unconfined  by  time,  perfon,  circum- 
ftance,  or  place,  it  ought  to  form  the  bafts  of  all  legitimate 
government,  and  the  motive  of  all  human  intercourfe. 

"  As  intellectual  beings,  we  conceive  it  to  be  a  facred  obli- 
gation, impofed  on  us  by  the  Supreme  Being,  to  think  for  our- 
Jelves.  In  conformity  to  which  principle,  we  are  naturally  led 
to  defire  the  extenfion  of  knowledge  throughout  the  world. 
As  we  ourfelves  feel,  we  are  naturally  led  to  fympathife  with 
thofe  who  feel  alio.  Wiming  to  be  rid  of  the  weight  of  op- 
preffion  under  which  we  groan,  we  are  induced  to  compaffton- 
ate  thofe  who  groan  alio,  and  to  defire  an  alleviation  of  their 
fufFe  rings. 

"  On  our  own  account  we  have  repeatedly  petitioned  the 
Lower  Houfe  of  Parliament — but  petitioned  in  vain.  We  are 
weary  of  the  practice.  We  are  difgufted  to  hear  the  hallowed 
name  of  liberty  made  the  fport  of  corrupt  placemen  ;  and  we 
are  {hocked  to  fee,  that  in  the  practice  of  legiflation,  humanity 
is  but  a  name.  We  are  now  petitioning,  not  for  ourfelves, 
but  for  others  ;•— ^for  thofe,  whofe  forrows  harrow  up  the  feeling; 
fowl,  and  terrify  the   Chrifiian  heart  $  for  thofe,  who  are  the 
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victims  of  avarice,  cruelty,  rapine,  immorality,  and  luxury  -*- 
We  have  the  fanction  of  one  of  your  Majefty's  ions,  in  declar- 
ing, that  the  Negro  Slaves,  in  trie  Weft  indie  ,  are  full  as  hap- 
py as  the  lower  dafTes  of  people  are  in  England.     We  employ 
lb  great  an  authority  in  juiliHcation  of  our  petition;  and  con- 
iidering,  that  we  who  fupplicate  your  Majefty  are  generally  mens 
of  that  defcription,,  we  are  bound  to  conclude,  that  if  our  Afri- 
can brethren  be  no  happier  than  we  are,  they  muft  be  wretched 
indeed.     For  we  groan,  Sire,  under  great  and  grievous  bur- 
thens, and  we  fee  no   profpect   of  redrefs  before  our  eyes,  nor 
have  we  a  hope  that  our  miferies  will  fhortly  end.     Our  wives 
and  little  ones  are  ftarving,  and  ourfelves  unable  to  provide  them 
with  the  common   neceflaries  of  life,  are   funk  in  forrow,  and 
compelled  to  join  in   their  bitter  agony  and  deep  defpair.     But 
the  contemplation  of  our  diftreiTed   ftate  becomes  additionally 
alarming,  at  the  certainty  of  having   more  burthens  accumu- 
lated upon  us,  which  may  be  .  productive  of  confequences  in- 
jurious to  the  caufe  of  humanity,  -and  fatal  even  to  the  interelts 
of  government  itfelf.     Such,  Sre,  is  our  ftate,  and  fuch,  frOm 
the  companion  drawn  by  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  is  the  ftate  of 
our  Negro  brethren   in  the  colonies.     But  in  addition  to  the 
teftimony  of  fo  high  an  authority,  we  have  a  volume  of  refpec- 
able  evidence   delivered  into  trie  Houfe   of  Commons,  which 
proves,    beyond   contradiction,    that   our    condition    is  by  no 
means  fo  deplorable  as  that  of  the  wretched  Africans.  They  are 
Slaves; — under  which  odious  epithet,  man  is  reduced  to  the 
conditi6nof  the  brute,  and  is  deprived  of  a  country,  and  of  the 
tenderer!  ties  of  human  life.     The  rights  of  a  focial  being  are 
denied  to  him,  and  every  princple  of  moral  obligation  is  deftroy- 
cd.     The  liberty,  the  perfon,  and  the  induftry  of  the   Slave, 
are  at  the  difpolal  of  the  mafter.     Far  different  is  our  ftate  ;  and 
although  from  not  being  reprefented  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
our  property  may  be  taken  from  us  without  our  confent — al- 
though from  the  erection  of  barracks  throughout  our  country, 
and  from  the  unconftitutional  introduction  of  foreign  troops  in- 
to it — from  the  encouragement  given  to  a  fyftem  of  ftate  inqui- 
Jition,  and  from  the  violent  meafures  employed   to  wreft   the 
liberty  of  the  prefs  from   the  hands  of  the  fubject — we  cannot 
call  ourfelves  free  men  in  the  ftrict  fenfe  of  the  word.     Yet 
our  lives  cannot  be  taken  from  us,  but  for  crimes  prievoufly  de- 
fined and.  declared  punifhable  bylaw;  nor  can  our  perfons  be 
wantonly  fported  with,  to  gratify  the  luft,  the  avarice,  or  the 
cruelty  of  overfeers  and  fiave- drivers.     So  far  we  have   un- 
doubtedly the  advantage  over  the  Negro  Slaves ;  and  we  can- 
not help  thinking,  in  juftice  to  the  Royal  Perfonage  who  drew 
the  relemblance,  that  he  reafoned  more  from  our  actual  condi- 
tion 
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tion,  than  from  what  we  were,  and  what  we  ought  to  be — a 
Free,  a  happy,  and  contented  people. 

"Quitting,  therefore,  the  co.nparifon  which  has  been  drawn 
between  the  poor  of  this  country  and  the  Negro  Slaves  in  tne 
colonies,  we  befeech  your  Majefty  to  take  into  your  gracious 
coniideration  our  Petition  in  their  behalf.  We  are  happy  to 
congratulate  your  Majefty,  that  we  not  only  cultivate  reafon 
ourfelves,  but  we  are  daily  exerting  ourfelves  to  diffufe  its  in- 
fluence univerfally.  Our  fuccefs,  Sire,  has  been  wonderful  !  — 
gloiv  in  announcing  to  your  Majefty,  that,  by  the  ufe  of 
thai  ~e«fon,  we  have  difcovered  that  fociety  is  made  for  man's 
hap  nefs;  that  liberty  is  the  firft  and  belt  gift  of  God  to 
ttian — which  it  would  be  impious  not  to  aflert,  and  facriJege  to 
furrender.  In  the  names,  therefore,  of  Liberty,  of  Juftice, 
and  of  Humanity,  and  for  the  fake  of  thofe,  whofe  cries  of 
'Mercy!  Mercy,  Matter!'  are  ringing  eternally  in  our  ears, 
we  petition,  we  implore  your  M. jetty,  to  put  an  end  to  thai 
deviliih  commerce  in  human  flefh  ;  which  is  a  thoufand  times 
more  abominable  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  of  man,  than  the  prac- 
tice of  felling  human  ileili  in  Germany — becaufe  accompanied 
with  ails  more  profoundly  cruel,  and  more  deliberately  inhuman. 
The  voice  of  an  immenfe  majority  of  the  whole  nation  has  in- 
voked the  humanity  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  partial 
abolition  of  injuftice — but  in  vain.  It  was  told,  that  the  Slave 
Trade  was  inhuman,  impolitic,  and  unchriftian.  Eighty-eight 
only,  out  of  558,  voted  agreeably  to  the  will  of  the  nation  for 
its  abolition  !  !  ' — Did  the  remaining  470  mean  thereby  to  fanc- 
tion  inhumanity  and  impolicy,  and  to  oppofe  the  Holy  Chriftian 
Religion,  the  fundamental  maxim  of  which  is,  i  Do  unto  all 
men  as  you  would  they  ihould  do  unto  you.'  One  melancholy 
fa£t,  however,  it  has  proved,  that  the  feftfe  of  a  majority 
of  the  people  was  not  regarded  in  that  Houfe,  and  that  Juftice 
and  Humanity  are  of  no  confideration,  when  put  in  competition 
with  avarice,  wealth  and  power.  But  what  makes  humanity 
more  than  fhudd?r,  one  of  the  members  of  that  Houfe,  who 
had  his  leg  bit  off  by  a  ikark,  and  whofe  life  was  fayed  by  poor 
negro,  declared,  that  he  mould  vo:s  againji  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  becaufe  the  Negroes  coniumed  the  refufe  of  our 
fifheries.  Such  marked  ingratitude,  fuch  unfeeling  barbarity, 
publicly  avowed  in  the  Britifh  Senate,  inftcad  of  fending  the 
author  to  prifon  for  an  abufe  of  fpeech,  met  with  repeated  ap- 
plaufes.  And  what  grieves  us  mere,  we  find,  that  this  very 
man  has  been  appointed,  by  your  Majefty's  minifters,  to  fuper- 
intend  the  provifionment  of  the  ?rmy  now  carrying  on  the 
dreadful  work  of  human  {laughter  on  the  b!ood-ftained  fields  of 
Flanders. 
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"  So  many  bars  having  been  thrown  in  the  way  to  prevent 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  by  thofe  unfeeling  barbarians* 
who,  unbluftiingly,  call  themfelves  Slave  Dealers,  Weft  India 
Merchants  and  Planters  ;  fo  many  obftacles  having  been  op- 
poled  to  the  reclamations  of  humanity  in  favour  of  the  wretch- 
ed— we  petition  your  Majefty,  in  whofe  hands  is  mercy,  to 
reccommend,  or  command,  the  Britifh  Senate  immediately  to 
abolifh,  in  the  fulleft  manner,  and  without  any  qualification* 
Negro  Slavery  in  the  Weft  India  Iflands — becaufe  it  is  infulting 
to  human  nature  in  an  age  of  reafon  and  philofophy — becaufe  it 
tends  to  open  wide  the  flood-gates  of  patronage,  corruption, 
and  dependance ;  inflames  and  ftimulates  the  lordid  paffion  of 
avarice,  which  is  ever  ready  to  feed  ambition,  to  furniih  the 
firft  means  of  engaging  in  ruinous,  bloody,  and  deftruclive 
wars,  by  which  courtiers  are  enriched  and  nations  beggared— 
becaufe  its  abolition  will  redeem  the  national  honor,  too  long 
fullied  by  the  trade  of  blood — becaufe  it  will  promote  the  caufe 
of  liberty,  which  is  ftridmg  apace  throughout  all  the  regions  of 
the  world — becaufe  it  will  avenge  peacefully  ages  of  wrongs 
done  to  our  negro  brethren — becaufe  it  will  give  to  induftry  its 
juft  latitude-. — becaufe  it  will  put  an  end  to  injuftice,  impolicy* 
ccuelty,  avarice,  havock,  fpoil,  blood — becaufe  it  will  cover  fe 
multitude  of  national  fins,  and  in  the  ftead  of  national  fafts, 
which  are  too  frequently  the  dreadful  preludes  of  blood  and  for- 
row,  it  will  be  a  national  feaft,  grateful  to  God,  and  pleafmg 
to  man.  It  will  extend  the  empire  of  benevolence,  the  brother- 
hood of  the  human  race,  and  immortalize  your  Majefty's  reign, 
for  having  eftablifhed,  on  their  pureft  principles,  the  claims  of 
Juftice,  and  the  Rights  of  Man." 

"  The  above  petition  and  the  following  refcJutions  were  re- 
ceived with  unbounded  applaufe,  and  without  one  diiYcnting 
voice,  except  that  the  word  humbly^  which  was  feveral  times 
ufed  in  the  petition,  was  objected  to,  and  on  being  put  to  the 
tote,  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  be  expunged. 

8.  "  That  we  feel  ourfelves  not  only  afhamed,  but  indignant* 
that  the  Britifh  government  mould  be  actively  engaged  in  the 
traffic  and  ilavery  of  human  beings. 

q.  "  That  as  no  compromife  can  be  made  between  freedom 
smd  tyianny,  between  virtue  and  vice,  juftice  and  injuftice,  we 
thinlc  it  our  duty  not  to  confine  ourfelves  to  the  mere  abolition 
of  the  Slave  Trade,  which  would  be  facrificing  a  right  toacon- 
venience,  but  to  petition  for  the  total  emancipation  of  the  Negro 
blaves. 

10.  "  That  the  petition  to  the  King,  now  read,  for  the  total 
and  unqualified  abolition  of  Negro  flavery,  is  approved. 

11.  4t  That  a  congratulatory  letter  be  tranfoiitted  to  Thomas 
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Walker,  of  Manchefter,  01  his  victory  over  Church  and  King 
ailbciations,  ai:d  that  the  litter  now  read  be  approved. 

12.  "  That  the  above  petition  and  addrefs  be  tranfcribed  on 
parchment ;  and  that  they  be  forwarded  to  Ear!  Stanhope,  and 
that  he  be  requeued  to  prefent  the  Addrefs  and  Petition  to  his 
Majefty. 

13.  u  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  given  to  all  thofe 
juries,  who,  in  thefe  inquisitorial  time?,  have  acted  like  freemen 
in  acquitting  thofe  of  their  fellow-citizens  who  have  been 
brought  to  trial  for  fpeaking  what  they  thought. 

14..  "  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  publicly  ad- 
vertifed,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  friends  of  liberty,  of  juftice,  and 
of  humanity,  throughout  the  kingdom. 

75.  "  That  a  voluntary  fubfcription  be  immediately  opened 
for  defraying  the  expences  attending  thefe  proceedings. 

16.  "  That  the  committee  of  the  Sheffield  Conftitut'iGnal 
Society  be  defired  to  fee  that  the  above  refolutions  be  carried 
into  effect;  and  that  they  prepare  an  Addrefs  to  the  Britifh  Na- 
tion, explanatory  of  the  motives  which  have  induced  this  meet- 
ing to  adopt  the  refolution  of  no  more  petitioning  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  on  the  fubje£f.  of  Reform." 

4t  The  above  refolutions  being  paffed,  and  a  congratulatory 
letter  to  Thomas  Walker,  of  Manchefter,  read,  on  his  acquittal 
from  an  infamous  profecution  at  Lancafter,  the  meeting  was 
diffolved. 

u  Notwithftanding  the  largenefs  of  the  .company,  Co  great 
were  Henry  Yorke's  exertions,  and  fo  clofe  the  attention  paid 
to  him,  that  there  was  fcarcely  a  perfon  prefent  who  did  not  dif- 
tindtly  hear :  many,  indeed*  we  are  told,  who  were  not  hereto- 
fore remarkable  for  their  libeiality  of  fentiment,  have  acknow- 
ledged themfelves  greatly  enlightened  by  what  they  heard. — 
To  {hew  the  high  fenfe  entertained  of  Henry  Yorke's  fervices 
at  this  meeting,  by  the  populace,  he  v/as  no  fooner  feated  in  the 
coach  which  attended  on  him,  than  the  horfes  were  taken  from 
the  carriage,  and  the  people  drew  him  through  moft  of  the  pub- 
lic ftreets  in  Sheffield,  amd  the  acclamations  of  thoufands  : — ■ 
which  done,  after  a  few  admonitory  words  from  the  orate;", 
every  man  went  peaceably  to  his  own  home." 

Mr.  Garrow.  (To  Broombead.)  There  was  an  Addrefs  to  the 
Britifh  Nation  publifhed  in  this  book  j  look  at  that  Addrefs  ? 

A.  Yes,  this  is  the  Addrefs. 

(  The  Clerk  reads. ) 
"  An  Addrefs  to  the  Britijh  Nation* 
"  Friends  and  Countrymen, 

"  We  have  this  day  decided,  with  the  exception  of  only  one 
difTentient  voice,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  mail  never  again 
be  Petitioned  by  us,  on  the  fubjecl:  ol  Parliamentary  Reform. 
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a  We  owe   to  the    nation,    to  pofterity,    even    to  foreign 
countries,  and  to  the  government  itfelf  under  which  we  live, 
an  exposition  of  our  motives.     To  the  nation  we  owe  this  duty, 
becaufe  we  are  of  opinion,   that  the  will  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  Jhould  he,  at  all  times,  the  fupreme  law  ;  and  that  if  the  few 
difient  from  the  opinion  of  the  many,  however  obligatory  the 
will  of  tne  majority  may  be  to  them  as  a  rule  of  action,    yet 
opinion  is  always  free  and  facred,  the  right  of  man  to  enjoy, 
and  the  confcientious  duty  of  man  to  diffufe.     Under  the  full 
conviction   of  this   principle,   we  feel  ourfelves,  at  prejent,  the 
minority,  becaufe  we  are  the  firft  to  agitate  the  queftion,  and 
to  repel  the  monftrous  idea  of  petitioning  when  our  petitions 
are  not  received  by  tne  Houfe  of  Commons.     But,  we  are  nu- 
merous— we  are   many  thoufands  ;   and  as  nothing  opens  the 
of  men  fo  mui.h  as  their  interdts,   we  demand,  fellow- 
iy,  we  are  entitled  to  it  from  our  numbers,  that  you 
lend  an  attentive  ear  to  the  truths  we  are  about  to  utter,  and  to 
i,„   reclamations  we  are  about  to  make  in  favour  of  oppreffed 
humanity.     Hearken  unto  our  voice,  for  we  think  it  will  ffrike 
conviction  ;    attend   to  our  reafoning,  for  we  know  that  your 
applauding  fentiments  will  give  folemnity  to  our  meafures,  and 
confequence  to  our  example.     To  pofterity  this  duty  is  owing, 
becaufe  they  will  expect  juftice  at  our  hands,  liberty  from  our 
exertions,  happinefs  and    peace  from  the  fuccefs  of  our  caufe. 
To  foreign  countries,  becaufe  they  will  then  form  fome  efti- 
mate  of  the  degree  of  confidence  which  we  who  live  under 
the  Britifh  government  repofe  in  it ;    and  of  the  affection,  re- 
flect and  obedience,   paid   by  our  rulers  to  the  majejly  of  the 
-people.     To  the  government  itfelf,  becaufe  it  will  difcover,  in 
our  firm  and  manly  lone  of  conduit,   materials  for  ferious  and 
folemn  debate.     It  will  difcover  that  the  exercife*  of*  a  pow?r, 
underived  from  even  magifterial  authority,   is  totally  repugnant 
to  the  genius  of  a  legiflative  aflembly,  (which  ought  to  be  an 
emanation  from  the  public  will,  and  therefore  obedient  to  it,) 
becaufe   it  has  a  tendency  to  loofen  the  bands  of  Subordination, 
and  to  weaken  that  reverence  which  fhould  always  be  fhewn  to 
a  government  which  regards  the  condition,  and  fulfils  the  man- 
dates of  its  fovereign,    the  people.     It  will  be  taught  a  leffon, 
which  is  fan&ioned  by  the  teftimony  of  both  ancient  and  modern 
flory,  that  when  a  government  contemns  the  people,  the  people 
vv ill  in  their  turn  contemn  the  government:  it  will  be  taught, 
that  when  there  ex  i  its  a  want  of  coniidence  between  the  gover- 
nors and  the  governed,   confufion,  the  word  of  national   dif- 
tempers,  is  the  ifRie. 

u  Our  petition  was  received  with  the  utmoft  indignation  by  the 
Ijoufe  of  Commons  ;.  which  was  no  more  than  we  expected. 
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We  knew  that  the  homely  truths,  we  uttered,  would  be  very  un- 
welcome guefts  in  that  houfe.  We  never  expected  that  a  body 
in  which  there  were  To  .many  placemen  and  penfioners,  u  ould 
liften  to  the  palpable  facts  ftated  in  that  petition  ;  the  obic't  of 
winch  was  to  root  out  injufiice,  and  to  curb  licehtioufi  id 

corruption.  Neverthelefs,  as  we  were  called  upon  by  our  coun- 
trymen to  unite  with  them*,  we  thought  ourfelves  bound  to  com- 
ply with  their  wifhes.     And  although  our  petition  was  difdain- 
fully  rejedted,  becaufe  not  couched  in  language  fufficiently  po. 
lite  and  refpeclful  for  the  five   hundred  a?id fifty- eight  Gentlemen 
who  fit  as  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  yet,  .believe  us,  Fellow- 
citizens,  we  are  ftill  of  opinion, '  that  the  matter  it  contained, 
was  not  only  juft  and  proper,  but,  we  think,   that  even  the  lan- 
guage, which  gave  fo  much  offence  to  the  honorable  Gentlemen^ 
was   much  too  polite  and  too   moderate   for  us.     For,  if  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  were  the  real  Reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, we  certainly  had  a  right  to  ditlate,  and  not  to  petition,  be- 
caufe they  could  be  confidered  in  no  other  light  than  as  the  or- 
gans of  the  public   will.     And,  if  they  refufed  to   obey  that 
will,  they  would  be  ufurpers,  and  not  reprefentatives.     if,  on 
the  contrary,  they  are  not  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  what 
have  we  to  do  with  them  ?  If  they  are  not  our  reprefentatives, 
we  cannot  be  their  constituents  ;  and  to  petition  thofe  who  are 
not  our  reprefentatives  as  our  reprefentatives,  would  be  a  mani- 
feft  abfurciity,  if  not  an  infult  and  mockery  of  ourfelves.  How- 
ever, the  petition,  fuch  as   it  was,  being  termed  difrefpeciful, 
was  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  7Q,  there  being  29  only  who 
voted  for  its  being  received,  and  108  who  voted  againft  it.   Such 
imperious  treatment  rather  gives  ivarning,  than  ftrik      terror* 
The  abufe  of  reprefentation  can  never  come  in  the  place  of  a 
rule,  for   no  legal  power  can  be  derived  from  injury  or  in- 
juftice.     On  this  ground  alone,  thereto:.-,  we  are  juftified  in 
preferving  a  fullen  filence  in  refpecl  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.. 
For,  if  grievances,  abufes,  complaints,  and  truth,  are    to 
difcarded  from  that  Hgufe,  bscaufe  not  drefled  in  a  ge\ 
like  language,  how  are  we,  plain  mechanics,  ever  to  obtain  re- 
drefs,  who  are  not  gentlemen,  and   who  are,  confequently, 
norant  of  thofe   polite  and  courtly  expreffions  which  are  nc 
fary  to  gain  a  hearing  in  that  Houfe.     We  are  ignorant  of  the 
art  of  difplaying  truth  by  halves,  and,  as  we  love  plain  deal 
ourfelves,  we  deteft   hypocrify  in  others,  and   pity  thofe  ■ 
would  wifh  us  to  follow  their  example. — We  faid  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  we  are  wronged  and  aggrieved — will  you  1 . 
us,  and  redrefs  our  grievances,  or  will  you   not  ?   If  you  v 
we  {hall  be  fatisfied  ;  if  you  will  not,  we  {hall  feek  redrefs  fo 
other  way, — This  is  the  fole  queftion  with  us,  and  we  put  it, 

3  C  2  •  wc 
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we  thought,  in  a  mod  becoming  ftyle  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. But,  our  petition  being  fcouted.  we  (hall  trouble  them 
no  more  with  our  coarfe  and  unmannerly  language.  It  will  be 
our  duty  to  proceed,  as  we  have  uniformly  done  hitherto,  in  en- 
lightening the  public  mind;  and,  when  a  complete  revolution 
of  fentiment  fhall  take  place  (as  will  fhortly  be  the  cafe)  in 
our  country,  we  fhall  open  our  mouths,  in  that  key  we  think 
moft  agreeable  to  ourfelves.  And  our  voice,  together  with  that 
of  our  disfranchifed  countrymen,  will  refemble,  perhaps,  the 
thunderings  from  Mount  Sinai  !" 

William  Broomhead,  crofs  examined  by  Mr.  Gjbrs. 

£{.  You  was  faying  about  the  time  thefe  pikes  were  talked  of, 
there  had  been  a  mifchievous  hand-bill  put  about  for  the  purpofe 
of  provoking  the  members  of  this  fociety  as  you  fuppofe,  can 
you  tell  what  were  the  terms  of  that  hand- bill  ? 

A.  I  had  one  of  them  in  my  hand,  but  I  cannot  ipeak  di- 
rectly of  every  thing  it  contained. 

£).  1  don't  ask  you  to  fpeak  to  every  thing  it  contained,  but 
what  was  the  general  fubfiar.ee  of  it  ? 

A.  It  was  a  call  upon  the  people  to  arm  againft  foreign  and 
internal  enemies  ;  and  the  reply  that  was  made  to  it  was  couched 
in  the  fame  language. 

.  ■  too 

j^.  At  what  time  was  this  publifhed,  was  it  before  or  after 
this  meeting  ? 

A.  i  c!o  not  recollect  the  exact  time,  but  I  read  them  both  j  \ 
fhou'd  have  been  happy  to  have  had  them  both  here, 

Ji^j  The  object  was  to  provoke  the  people  ? 

A.  It  was  given  out  about  the  town  of  Sheffield,  we  can  never 
do  any  tiling  againfl:  thefe  people  till  we  ourfelves  caufe  a  riot  5 
I  faw  myfeif  feveral  perfons  ride  up  and  down  and  through  the 
market  place  full  gallop,  to  ride  over  the  people. 

£).  Then  the  cry  was,  that  they  could  not  do  any  thing  with 
you  without  caufing  a  riot  againft  you  ? 

A.  It  has  been  faid  fo,  but  i  cannot  recollect,  the  people  that 
faid  it,  but  this  wicked  hand-bill  being  fpread  about,  and  if  I 
had  thought  of  this,  I  would  have  brought  it  here;  and  this 
was  the  caute  of  the  arms  firft  being  fpoke  about 

Q  So  I  underfrand.  This  you  fay  was  the  occafion  of  arms 
bein^  firft  talked  of,  now  let  me  ask  you  from  all  this,  from  whom 
you  ever  heard  any  converfation  reflecting  thefe  arms,  the  pikes, 
were  they  intended  for  milking  any  attack  againft  any  p.;wer  in 
this  country,  or  only  for  defending  yourfelves  againft  any  at- 
tack ? 

A.  I  never  underftood  them  in  any  other  light;  all  that  ever 
I  heard  about  them  was  in  reference  to  this  wicked  hand  bill. 

£>.  1  un- 
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^  T  underftand  that  the  converfation  of  the  pikes,  and  the 
production  of  them,  was  in  confequence  of  this  hand-bill  ;  what 
J  want  to  know  is  this,  whether  thofe  who  talked  of  thefe  pikes, 
and  attempted  to  produce  them,  whether  you  ever  recoiled  from 
them  that  they  meant  to  attack  or  to  defend  yourfelves  being  at- 
tacked ? 

A.  This  was  the  very  truth. — Tt  was  to  oppofe  illegal  force, 
direct  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land  made  upon  us,  as  was  the 
cafe  in  Manchefter  and  Birmingham. 

£)j  T  hen  they  were  meant  oniy  to  be  ufed.  on  the  defenfive  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  and  Mr.  Gale  had  this  hand-bill  in  his  hand  when 
he  mentioned  it,  and  there  was  an  advertifement  in  Mr.  Gale's 
paper  about  it  the  week  after,  a  direcl  anfwer  thereto  ;  I  would 
have  brought  them  both  with  me,  if  I  had  thought  any  thing  of 
this. 

j^.  Had  any  of  the  people  in  this  fociety,  to  which  you  be- 
longed, anv  idea  of  altering  the  government,  doing  without  a 
King  and  Houfe  of  Lords  ? 

A.  I  think  they  ought  to  have  been  fent  to  Bedlam  if  they 
had, 

jp.  Had  you,  as  one  of  that  fociety,  any  fuch  intention  your- 
lelf  ? 

4.  Juft  the  fame  as  flying  to  the  fun. 

£>.  Speak  plain. 

A.  No,  no ;  I  had  never  fuch  a  thought  in  my  mind. 

i^.  What  was  it  you  wifhed  to  produce  by  thefe  meetings  of 
yours  ? 

A,  To  enlighten  the  people,  and  (hew  them  the  ground  of  all 
their  fufferings  and  complaints  ;  when  a  man  works  hard  for  a 
week  through,  thirteen  or  fourteen  hours  in  a  day,  and  yet  can* 
not  maintain  his  family. 

tjK  Was  not  the  object  of  your  meeting  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
form ? 

A.  Yes,  it  was,  and  as  fuch  we  correfponded  with  the  Society 
of  the  Friends  of  the  People  as  well  as  the  Conftitutional  So- 
ciety. 

J$K  Who  were  the  members  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  ? 

A.  I  do  not  directly  know  the  fecretary.  I  know  feveral  com- 
munications were  received  from  that  fociety. 

3.  Mr.  Stuart,  I  believe,  is  the  fecrefary  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^  Should  you  have  continued  a  member  of  this  fociety  if 
3'ou  had  thought  they  had  intended  to  have  attacked  the  King  or 
if  he  Lords,  or  had  an  idea  of  depofing  the  King  from  his  throne  ? 

A.  No,  I  would  not. 

$>j  Should  you  not  have  abhorred  fuch  an  idea. ,? 

A.    Yes.  '  ^.  Have 
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<~>j  Have  you  any  reafon  to  believe  that  any  Tingle  member 
entertained  fuch  a  notion  ? 

A.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  fuch  a  wicked  man  amongft 
them. 

j^.  The  object  of  your  meeting,  you  fay,  was  to  ftate  to  the 
people  the  grounds  of  certain  evils  you  conceived  to  exifr,  and 
you  wifhed  to  bring  about  a  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  where  was 
that  Parliamentary  Reform  to  be — in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  You  meant  that  the  King  and  the  Lords  fhould  remain  as 
they  were  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  Did  you  believe,  and  was  that  the  ground  upon  which  you 
acted,  that  a  Parliamentary  Reform  would  do  away  thofe  evils  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ? 

A.  That  the  King,  and  the  Lords  and  Commons,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  nation,  might  reform  them  tilings  themfelves. 
As  to  we  jeforming  the  Parliament,  we  pretend  in  Sheffield  \ 
we  had  not  the  vanity  to  think  of  fuch  a  thing. 

£K  Do  I  understand  you  right,  when  I  fuppofe  this  to  have 
been  your  principle,  that  you  thought  the  King  and  the  Houfe 
of  Lord?,  with  the  Commons  fo  reformed,  would  redrefs  all 
vour  grievances  ? 

A.  Yes. 

fYour  object  was  to  obtain  it  peaceably  ? 
Yes,  and  there  is  no  man  doubts  it  in  Sheffield. 

S%.  Was  it  your  own  object  ? 

A.  It  was. 

j^.  Have  you  any  reafon  to  think  it  was  the  object  of  any 
other  man  in  the  fociety  at  Sheffield  to  ufe  any  thing  but  peace- 
able means  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge  ;  what  perfons  might  do  if  a 
convention  had  been  called,  I  do  not  know  what  wicked  people 
might  have  done  ; — we  cannot  anfwer  for  their  wickednefs. 

Air.  G arrow.  Repeat  that  again. 

A.  If  there  had  been  a  convention,  thofe  focieties  who  fent 
them,  I  fuppofe',  would  have  put  confidence  in  them,  and  h\ 
their  confutations,  fuppofing  them  to  be  more  competent  to 
deVife  and  direct  the  means  to  the  end  for  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
form.    I  understood  it  in  that  light. 

Air.  Gibbs.  When  that  meeting  was  held,  to  be  fure,  no 
man  can  anfwer  for  the  acts  of  thofe  who  fhould  compofe  it — 
certainly  not. 

4>.  Had  you  any  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  thofe  whom  you  fhould 
have  fent  to  that  meeting  would  have  acted  peaceable  r 

A.  No,  we  fhould  not  have  fent  anv  elfe. 

4J.  And 
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£>.  And  you  have  no  reafon  but  to  think  that  others  would 
have  fo  acted  ? 

A.  No,  we  have  no  reafon  to  think  otherwife  at  all. 

J|>.  When  national  reprefentation  was  talked  of  by  Mr.  Yorke 
at  this  meeting,  was  it  not  meant  the  reprefentation  of  the  people 
of  England  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ? 

A.  1  always  underftood  it  fo. 

Mr.  Garrow.  This  conversation  between  you  and  my  friend 
makes  itneceffary,  that  I  mould  put  a  queftion  or  two  to  you. 
In  the  fir  ft  place  1  wifh  to  afcertain  whether  I  took  you  correctly  ; 
you  meant,  and  as  far  as  you  underftood  your  fociety,  meant 
to  produce  a  Reform  in  the  Reprefentation  of  the  Commons 
Houfe  of  Parliament  by  peaceable  means  ? 

A.  Yes. 

$%j  But  you  apprehended  that  when  you  Should  depute  your 
delegates  to  a  convention,  that  you  truited  to  that  convention, 
and  that  when  they  were  met,  you  could  not  anfwer  for  what 
they  might  do,  not  being  able  to  anfwer  for  the  wickednefs  of 
individuals.      Did  I  take  you  correctly  ? 

A.  Yes. 

§)j  For  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  this  object,  a  Parliamentary 
Reform,  you  fay  you  correfponded  not  only  with  the  Constitu- 
tional Society,  but  with  others,  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People.  Did  you  know  the  anfwer  that  that  fociety  returned 
to  your  communications  as  early  as  the  26th  of  May. 

A.   I  do  not  recollect:. 

6h  Do  vou  know  a  perSoa  of  the  name  of  Afhton  ? 

A.  Yes." 

fDid  he  ever  act  as  Secretary  to  your  Society  ? 
Yes. 

j^>.  Do  you  recollect  Afhton  writing,  by  the  direction  of  the 
fociety,  or  your  committee,  a  letter — i  ask  you  whether  vou  do 
not  know,  that  on  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  re- 
turning fome  anfwer  to  your  fociety,  that  your  Society  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  diSciaimino- 
all  connection  with  the  Friends  oS  the  People,  as  not  Sit  for 
their  purpofe  ;  did  he  not  ? 

A,  Disclaiming  this,  I  do  not  deny,  but  I  do  not  know  oS  a 
certainty,  that  he  did,  becauSe  great  part  of  the  time  that  he 
was  fecretary  I  was  not  in  the  fociety  ? 

j^  Was  this  meafure  of  difcarding  the  Friends  of  the  Peo- 
ple as  not  fit  Sor  your  purpoSe,  diSculied  in  your  Society  at  any 
meetings  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  may  have  been. — I  do  not  recollect  it  was. 

*b  Was  it  in  any  oS  your  divifions,  or  was  it  any  meetings 
of  your  division  ? 

A,  Yes, 
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A.  Yes,  it  may  have  been* 

£$j  Was  it  in  any  meetings  of  your  fociety  difcuffed,  the 
propriety  of  having  nothing  further  to  do  with  thefe  men,  the 
Friends  of  the  People,  becaufe  they  would  not  go  lengths  td 
make  them  fit  for  your  communication  ? 

A.  It  was  difcuffed. 

j^.  Was  the  confequence  of  that  difcuffion,  your  writing  to 
the  Conftitutional  Society,  that  the  Friends  of  the  People  were 
not  fit  for  your  purpofe  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  fuch  a  letter  being  communicated. — No 
fuch  a  letter  received. 

£K  I  do  not  ask  you  whether  you  know  fuch  a  letter  was 
received  or  fent ;  but  I  ask  you  whether  the  refult  of  that  deli- 
beration was  not,  that  they  were  unfit  for  the  communication 
of  your  fociety  ? 

A.  I  am  not  certain  it  was  the  determination  of  that  meeting. 
I  rather  think  it  was  determined  afterwards. 

j^.  Did  Mr.  Yorke  take  any  part  in  that  difcuffion  ? 

A.  No,  he  was  not  there,  1  think. 

£K  Who  were  the  parties  that  engaged  in  that  difcuffion  of 
the  mifdemeanour  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  ? 

A.  There  were  feveral  perfons  faid  fomething  at  that  meet- 
ing, among  whom  1  was  one. 

i^-  Have  you  read  the  declarations  publifhed  by  that  fociety 
called  the  Friends  of  the  People  ? — Doubtlefs  you  have  for  your 
information. 

A.  I  believe  I  might. 

i^.  Do  you  not  know,  that  in  language,  to  which  I  can  do 
no  juftice,  they  declared  their  firm  intention  by  all  conftitutional 
and  proper  means  to,  produce  that  very  thing,  which  you  ftate 
to  have  been  your  object,  a  Reform  in  the  Commons  Houfe  of 
Parliament  ? 

A.  A  great  number  of  people  did  not  believe  them  to  be  ho- 
neft. 

£>j  Perhaps  the  language  was  too  fine  to  believe  it  honeft  ? 
however,  they  had  made  this  profeffion 

A.  Yes,  there  was  fomething  of  that. 

i^.  But  that  you  did  not  quite  believe  ? 

A.   No,  a  number  of  them  did  not. 

Q.  Was  that  as  early  as  the  26th  of  May,   1792,  th 
difclaimed  the  communications  of  this  fociety  of  the  Fri 
the  People  ? 

A.  It  may,  I  think  it  was  about  that  time.  --.<- 

£{.  That  was  long  before  Mr.  Yorke  came  among  you  up 
bis  laft  motion  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  was. 

£.AmE 
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£K   And  of  courfe  long  before  all  thefe  difcuflions  ? 

A.  Yes. 

i£.  Now  re  fo  good  as  tell  me  a  little  more  diftinctly  what 
this  mifchiev^us  hand-bill  was  that  excited  you  to  arms;  1  think 
it  was  calling  upon  the  people  to  arm  againft  foreign  invaders 
and  domeftic  enemies  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  it  was  ;  and  upon  the  confutation  at  the 
meeting,  when  arms  were  fpoken  of,  it  was  determined  in  fe- 
veral  refolutions  to  get  thefe  arms  for  the  fame  purpofe  in  reply 
to  that  hand-bill. 

£K  Did  you  adopt  that  hand-bill,  and  arm  in  confequence  of 
it,  or  was  you  alarmed  from  its  unconftitutional  injunction,  or 
did  you  arm  ? 

A.  I  never  did. 

j^.  In  what  terms  was  your  reply  couched  ? 

A.  Their  words  were  taken  and  put  into  refolves,  and  put 
in  Gale's  paper  the  next  week,  to  arm  againft  foreign  and  in- 
ternal enemies  of  the  prefcnt  government. 

J$K  The  reafon  of  this  was,  becaufe  you  was  afraid  of  illegal 
force  being  ufed  againft  you,  as  had  been  done  at  Manchefter 
and  Birmingham  j  did  you  apply  to  any  magiftrate  to  protect 
.you  ? 

A.  No,  nor  did  thofe  people  that  publifhed  this. 

S%.  Will  you   be  fo  good  to  anfwer  my  queftion  ;  did  you,* 
upon  thofe  alarms  which  were  communicated   by  this  wicked 
hand-bill,  lay  your  complaints  before  any  magiftrate,   or  apply 
for  protection  to  the  civil  power  ? 

A.  No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

£K  But,  on  the  contrary,  publifhed  refolutions  for  arming  ? 

A.  To  this  purport,  couched  in  their  words. 

£)j  You  had  no  intention  at  all  of  altering  the  government, 
but  of  applving  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  redrefs  the  griev- 
ances under  which  the  people  fufFered  ? 

A.  I  always  underftood  it  in  that  light. 

i^.  How  early  was  it  that  you  came  to  the  refolutions  in  your 
fociety  to  petition  them  no  more,  and  that  they  were  too  fine 
gentlemen  for  you,  and  that  your  language  was  not  fine  enough 
to  pleafe  their  courtly  ears  ? 

A.  Thefe  articles  and  refolves  were  drawn  up  by  Gale  and 
Yorke,  and  therefore  were  winked  at,  thinking  they  were  better 
judges,  out  of  complacency,  fuppofing  them  to  have  fuperior 
knowledge. 

j^.  And  you,  who  were  too  rough  for  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, were  courtly  enough  to  pafs  thefe  refolutions  to  pleafe 
Mr.  Yorke  and  Mr.  Gale  ? 

A,  Viewing  them  to  be  men  of  underftanding. 

3  D  4>;  After 
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£h  Affer  having  determined  to  petition  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
mons  no  more,  the  next  flop  was  to  procure  a  convention,  and 
by  the  delegates  to  procure  a  full,  free,  and  fair  reprefentation  ? 

A.  There  was  at  firft  a  motion  to  petition  the  King. 

£K  That  was  about  the  Slave  Trade  ? 

A.   Yes,  and  about  a  Reform  too. 

'£K  Whether  this  forms  a  part  of  thofe  refolutions  which  you 
palled  upon  the  fubjeft  of  arming,  u  that  the  landing  of  Heflian 
troops  in  this  country,  a  ferocious  and  unprincipled  hord  of 
butcher?,  without  confent  of  Parliament,  has  an  alarming 
and  fufpicious  appearance,  and  is  contrary  to  the  fplrit  of  ou? 
constitution,"  when  you  printed  the  hand-bill  was  that  palled  ? 

A.  That  was  palled  when  the  lecture  was  read. 

i£.  That  was  palled  long  after  the  hand-bill  ? 

A.  No,  long  before. 

£K  *'  That  it  is  high  time  to  be  upon  our  guard,  fmce  thefs 
armed  monflers  may  in  a  moment  be  let  loofe  upon  us,  particu- 
larly as  the  erection  of  barracks  throughout  the  kingdom  may- 
have  only  been  an  introduction  to  filling  them  with  foreign  mer- 
cenaries," was  that  the  other  refolution  that  you  palled  before 
the  hand -bill  ? 

.A.  Some  time  before,  I  cannot  fay  how  lon2> 

j9.  Will  you  be  fo  good  as  to  tell  me,  a?  you  v/ere  to  arm  at 
.^Sheffield,  very  properly1  for  the  fake  of  preventing  attacks  upon 
you,  whether  you  communicated  your  plan  of  arming  or  of 
communicating  your  inftruments  to  any  other  pasts  of  the  king- 
dom ? 

As  I  did  not,  nor  do  I  know  that  any  body  elfe  did. 

J^.  I  ask  if  you  do  not  now  know  that  your  fociety  commu- 
nicated the  plans  of  arming,  the  mode  of  procuring  the  inff.ru- 
meuts,  and  the  models  of  the  weapons  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  a  fyliable  of  it  till  1  was  informed  of  it  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Privy  Council. 

Q.  Then  if  Davidfon,  in  the  name  of  the  fociety,  fent  fuch 
a  letter  to  any  feciety  at  London,  you  was  not  informed  of  that 
fee  ret ? 

A.  No,  I  was  not. 

Q  If  fuch  a  thing  was  done,  you  was  not  informed  of  it  ? 

A.  I  was  not. 

j9.  You  know  Davidfon  very  well  ? 

A.   Yes,  ibme  little  time. 

j^  He  was  a  member  of  the  fociety  ? 

A.  Yes,   i  fuppofe  he  was. 

:§-  You  have  told  me  there  was  no  man  in  Sheffield  foolifh 
enough  to  arm  ;  do  you  include  Davidfon  in  the  number  of  thofe 
whom  you  fay   were  not  to  be   found  in  Sheffield  with  any 

kind 
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kind  of  intention  againft  the  Government,  or  againft  his  Ma- 
jesty's perfon  ? 

A.  I  will  fay  this,  that  he  did  it  without  the  kn^wled^e  of 
"he  fociety  j  he  did  it  without  my  knowledge. 

Henry  Alexander  called,  but  not  anfvoering  immediately, 
Air.  Attorney-General  propofcd,  while  this  witnefs  Wis  coming-, 
to  read  part  of  the  publication  concerning  the  foft  dav,  and  how 
it  was  kept  at  Srrdfiold. 

(The  Clerk  reads  the  fafi  day,) 

"    FAST  DAY   AS  OBSERVED    AT  SHEFFIELD. 

"  A 'ferious  Leclure  delivered  at  Sheffield,  February  28,  1794..  Be- 
ing the  day  appointed  for  a  general  fajl ;  to  which  are  added  a 
Hymn  and  Rejolutions. 
"  Refolved  Unanimoujly, 

1.  "  That  war,  the  wretched  artifice  of  courts,  is  a  fyftem  of 
rapine  and  blood,  unworthy  of  rational  beings,  and  utterly  re- 
pugnant to  the  mild  and  benevolent  principles  of  the  Chriltian 
religion. 

2.  "  That  if  the  prefent  war,  be  a  war  of  combined  Kings 
againft  the  people  of  Prance  to  overthrow  that  liberty  which 
they  are  ftruggling  to  eftablim,  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  a  war  of 
the  moil  diabolical  kind. 

3.  "  That  when  public  fafts  and  humiliations  are  ordered 
with  the  fame  breath,  which  commands  the  fhedding  of  oceans 
of  human  blood — however  they  may  anf.ver  the  purpofes  of 
ftate  policy — they  are  folemn  proftitutions  of  religion. 

4.  "  That  the  landing  of  Heffian  troops  in  this  country  fa 
ferocious  and  unprincipled  hord  of  butchers)  without  confent 
of  Parliament,  has  a  fufpicious  and  alarming  appearance,  is 
contraty  to  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution,  and  deferving  of  the 
marked  indignation  of  every  Englifhman. 

5.  "  That  it  is  high  time  to  be  on  our  guard,  fince  thefe 
armed  mongers,  may,  in  a  moment,  be  let  loofe  upon  us  ;  parti- 
cularly, as  the  erection  of  barracks  throughout  the  kingdom, 
may  only  have  been  an  introductory  meafure  to  the  filling  them 
with  foreign  mercenaries. 

6.  •*  That  the  high  and  freeborn  minds  of  Britons,  revolt  a*t 
the  idea  of  fuch  a  flaviih  fyftem,  and  cannot  be  fo  far  broken  as 
to  kifs  the  hand  which  would  chain  them  ro  its  will. 

7.  "  That  peace  and  liberty  are  the  ofFspring  of  Heaver,  and 
that  life  without  them  is  a  burden. 

8.  "  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  due  to  Earl  Stan- 
hope, for  his  motion  and  fpirited  fpeech  for  acknowledging  the 
French  Republic,  and  refioring  peace  to  our  diftreffed  country; 
for  his  motions  and  able  fpeech  in  behalf  of  the  perfecuted  and 
(uffering  patriots,  Melt*.    Muir,  Palmer,  Skirving  and  Marga- 
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rot,  in  which  he  nobly  flood  alone;  and  alfo  for  the  whole  of 
his  truly  animated  and  benevolent  exertions  in  fupportof  the  in- 
j  ured.  Rights  of  the  People. 

9.  ;t  The  thanks  of  this  meeting  are  alfo  due  to  Mr.  Sheridan,. 
for  his  nervous  and  eloquent  fpeeches  in  the  caufe  of  injured  pa- 
triotifm,  and  in  fupport  of  the  conftitution  ;  and  alfo  to  every 
other  member  of  Parliament  who  has  nobly  flood  forward  at 
this  important  crifis,  in  fupport  of  the  conftitutional  liberties  of 
Englifhmen. 

10.  "  That  if  any  thing  had  been  neceffary  to  have  con- 
vinced us  of  the  total  inefficacy  of  argument  againft  a  minifie- 
rial  majority,  the  decifions  which  have  lately  taken  place  in  Par- 
liament, would  have  fully  confirmed  our  opinion. 

1 1.  "  That,  therefore,  the  people  have  no  remedy  for  their 
grievance,  but  a  Reform  in  Parliament* — a  meafure  which  we  de- 
termine never  to  relinquifh,  though  we  follow  our  brethren  in 
the  fame  glorious  caufe  to  Botany  Bay. 

"  W.  Cam  age,  Chairman." 
Mr.    Garrow.     Now  read  Mr.  Carnage's  lecture. 
( The  Clerk  reads. ) 

A  SERIOUS  LECTURE. 

tc  In  every  age  of  the  world,  the  caufe  of  truth  has  always 
met  with  its  oppofers,  whenever  it  chanced  to  clafh  with  the 
interefts  of  a  venal  tribe  of  Kings,  Courtiers,  Priejls,  and  their 
accomplices.  By  reading  over  the  1 8th  chapter  of  1.  Kings,  we 
find  that  this  was  the  cafe  ;  yet  the  Almighty  was  pleafed  by  an 
adl:  of  Omnipotent  Power,  to  overturn  the  malice  and  wicked 
intentions  of  that  infamous  tyrant  Ahab,  and  the  fatellites  who 
furrounded  him  :  for,  in  the  prefence  of  them  all  (though  it 
made  againft  them).  Truth  (hone  forth  with  redoubled  fplen- 
dour  ;  and  the  very  judgment  which  Elijah  would  probably 
have  met  with,  had  not  God  been  for  him,  fell  on  thofe  abomi- 
nable deceivers  of  mankind.-*- -I  refer  you  to  the  chapter  itfelf,  and 
without  further  introduction,  I  fhall  make  a  few  remarks  on  the 
events  of  that  period,  as  it  muft  be  obvious,  to  every  ingenious 
mind,  that  there  is  a  great  fimilarity  betwixt  the  conduct  of  the 
rulers  of  that  day  and  thofe  of  the  prefent :  therefore  it  may  be 
needful  to  obferve. 

"  Firft.  Baal's  priefts  could  not  poffibly  fucceed,  becaufe 
he  to  whom  they  prayed  could  not  help  them.  Baal,  being  a 
name  given  to  an  heathen  God,  who  had  no  exiftence,  except  in 
the  imagination  of  his  devotees.  And  2dly,  they  had  a  bad 
caufe  in  hand,  therefore,  were  not  likely  to  prevail ;  no  motives 
to  induce  them  but  pride  ;  no  appetites  to  ferve  but  what  were 
fenfual  and  devilifli,  fo  that  if  they  had  offered  facrifice  to  the 
true  God,  in  a  bad  caufe,  they  would  not  have  obtained  their 
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end — for  c  the  ears  of  the  Lord  are  not  open  to  the  cries  of  the 
foolifh,  but  unto  the  wife.'  ♦ 

"  It  is  in  this  point  of  light,  I  view  with  concern,  a  combina- 
tion of  Kings  apparently  leagued  againft  the  caufe  of  freedom; 
a  combination  which  I  believe  to  be  odious  in  the  fightoi  heaven, 
although  tor  its  fupport  we  are  commanded  a  fecond  time  from 
the  throne,  (not  of  God)  to  faft  and  pray  for  the  fuccefs  of  our 
arms  over  our  brethren,  who  are  ftruggling  for  every  thing' that 
is  dear  to  man,  and  which  is  the  will  of  God  he  mould  be,pof- 
fefied  of — Liberty,  civil,  political  and  religious.  Life  without 
them  is  a  burden.  To  pray  then,  for  a  re-eflablifhment  of  de~ 
fpotifm,  tyranny,  and  oppreilion  (which  we  do  if  we  pray  to  con- 
quer freeman}  would  be  to  mock  Heaven,  to  infult  his  divine  Ma- 
jefty,  to  pour  contempt  on  his  word,  and  in  the  heart  to  fey, 
*  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  we  mould  obey  him  ?'  Oh  !  ye,  who 
fill  the  throne  of  power,  tremble  at  the  thought  of  approaching 
your  Maker  with  a  lie  in  your  right  hand  ;  tremble  at  approach- 
ing the  God  of  Peace,  when  war  and  bloodfhed  are  your  views. 
c  Be  not  deceived,  God  is  not  mocked ;  for  whatfoever  a  man 
4  foweth,  that  (hall  he  alfo  reap.' 

Henry  Alexander  fworn,  examined  by  Mr.  Wood. 

£K  Was  you  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding  So- 
ciety? 

A.  Yes. 

££.  How  long  is  it  fince  you  firfl  became  a  member  ? 

A.  The  latter  end   of  the  year   1793,  I  do  not   know  the 
week. 

,$>.  What  divifion  was  you  of? 

A.  The  twenty- ninth. 

j^.  Did  you  meet  at  Robins's  coffee-houfe  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  Shire-lane. 

j^.  How  many  might  youi  divifion  confift  of? 

A.  I  think  I  was  the  ninety- fifth  member  when  I  went  in. 

S%.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Yorke  ? 

A.  Yes,  by  fight. 

*%j  Was  he  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  ? 

A.  He  became  a  member  while  I  was  there. 

£>j  Do  you  remember  his  being  with  you  the  latter  end  of 
1793,  at  Kobins's  coffee-houfe  ?   ' 

A  Yes. 

<$j  What  number  of  people  might  there  be  aflembled  at  that 
time  ? 

A.  I   fuppofe   there   was  between  fixty  and  a  hundred  ;  the 
room  was  quite  full. 

j^.  Did  Mr.  Yorke  tell  you  whether  he  was  going  to  leave 
you  or  not  ? 

A.  The 
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A.  The  laft  night  he  was  there  he  did  ;  the  faft  night  he  Was 
at  that  fociety  he  took  leave  of  them  by  along  fpeech  ;  he  faid 
he  was  going  to  Belgium. 

Jf\  Did  he  fay  for  what  purpofe  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  was  going  to  head  the  French  army,  which  would 
be  ripe  by  Chriftmas. 

f   Repeat  that  ? 
That  he  had  received  a  letter  from  a  friend  of  his  at  Bel- 
gium, that  they  would  be  ripe  by  Chriftmas. 

4L*    K  ipe  f°r  what  • 
"  A   For  a  revolution, 

4>.  Did  he  fay  whether  he  meant  to  return  to  England  again  ? 

A.  He  did. 

Q.  What  more  did  he  fay  ? 

A.  He  faid  he  was  in  hopes  he  fhould  come  at  the  head  of 
them  into  England. 

'Jury.  Where  was  he  to  come  to  ? 

A.  To  London. 

<%.  Mr.  Alexander,  you  fay  he  made  a  long  fpeech  upon  his 
taking  leave  ? 

A.  Yes. 

gK  Will  you  be  (o  good  as  to  tell  us  what  he  faid  in  making 
that  fpeech,  the  fubftance  of  it  ? 

A.  The  fubftance  of  it  was,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  to 
go  over  to  them,  and  that  he  had  the  honour  of  being  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  National  Convention  of  France,  and  hoped  he  fhould 
have  the  pleafure  of  coming  here  either  at  Chriftmas  or  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year,  and  that  he  fhould  fee  that  fociety  all  ready 
to  join  them  ;  and  that  he  was  in  hopes  that  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the 
different  minifters  he  mentioned,  and  the  King's  head,  would  be 
upon  Temple-bar. 

Lord  Prefident.  That  who  would  join  him  ? 

A.  That  the  fociety  would. 

£K  Whofe  heads  were  to  be  upon  Temple-bar  ? 

A.  Mr.  Pitt's,  mentioning  the  minifters  and  the  King. 

j^.  Will  you  recollect  as  much  of  the  ftatement  as  you. 
*an? 

Jury.  What  time  did  this  meeting  take  place  ? 

A.  Upon  the  5th  of  laft  November,  1793. 

Mr.  Wood.  Did  he  fay  any  thing  about  the  King  and  Queen 
of  France  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  did,  but  I  cannot  recollect  the  words  now. 

j^.  But  try  and  recollect  the  fubftance  ? 

A".  He  faid  they  had  met  with  their  defert,  it  was  what  they 
deferved. 
'  £K  Did  he  fay  any  thing  to  you  about  the  war  ? 

A.  I  do 
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A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did, 

£%.  Did  he  fay  any  thing  to  you  about  the  Sans  Culottes  ? 

A.  He  did  make  mention  of  them  ;  they  were  a  fet  of  brave 
fellows  ;  he  faid  a  deal  about  them  ;  but  J  cannot  recollect  fur- 
ther. 

gh  Do  not  you  recollect  what  he  faid  befides  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

£K  Did  he  fay  any  thing  about  arms  ? 

A  He  did. 

j^.  Be  fo  good  as  to  tell  us  what  he  faid  about  arms  ? 

A.  He  faid,  when  he  came  he  hoped  they  would  be  ready  to 
join ;  and  that  he  hoped  when  the  time  came,  they  would  not 
cringe  or  fhrink  from  what  they  pretended  to  be  :  he  faid  it 
was  impoffible  to  do  any  thing  without  fome  bloodlhed. 

Jury.    Who  do  you  mean  by  they  ? 

A.    The  fociety  he  was  fpeaking  to. 

Mr.  Wood.  What  did  he  fay  about  bloodlhed  ? 

A.  He  faid  there  would  be  no  good  done  without  fomc  blood- 
fhed. 

S$»  Did  he  fay  any  thing  to  you  about  ShefHeld,'or  the  people 
of  Sheffield  ? 

A.  He  faid  there  was  a  fet  of  brave  men  there. 

jp.  Did  he  tell  you  how  or  in  what  they  were  brave  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  that  he  did. 

j^>.  What  more  did  he  fay  about  the  Sheffield  men  ? 

A  I  do  not  recollect. 

£>.  Where  was  the  blood  to  be  fhed  ? 

A.  He  did  not  fay. 

£>.  Did  he  fay  any  thing  about  bread  and  cheefe,  that  you 
recollect  ? 

A.  There  was  fuch  a  thing  mentioned  in  the  fociety  one  night 
before.  A  perfon  came  in  from  Sheffield,  and  faid  they  had 
pikes  made  at  Sheffield  for  fixpence  apiece  ;  another  made  an- 
fwer  and  faid,  it  would  be  a  good  notion  for  them  to  have  the 
fame,  and  that  it  would  be  only  living  upon  bread  and  cheefe  for 
'  one  day. 

j^    Was  this  the  preceding  night  ? 

A.  No,  it  might  be  two  or  three  nights  before. 

j^  How  was  Mr.  Yorke's  fpeech  received  amongft  them  ? 

A.  They  all  appeared  unanimous,  and  rofe  and  ihpok  hands 
with  him  when  he  got  up  and  left  the  room. 

Lord  Prefident.  Did  you  fee  Mr.  Yorke  any  more  ? 

A.  No. 

.9.  Do  you  know  where  he  went  \ 

/f.  No, 

Mr*  Wood, 
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Air.  Wood.  Did  you  continue  with  the  fociety  after  that 
night,  or  did  you  leave  it  r 

A.  I  went  after  that  to  Mr.'Dundas's  office,  and  after  chat  to 
the  Lord  Mayor,  Sir  James  Sanderfon. 

J$K  Look  at  that  j  have  you  ever  ieen  any  bills  like  that  be- 
fore ? 

A.   No,  I  never  faw  this  before. 

§K   Why  did  you  go  to  the  Lord  Mayor  or  to  Mr.  Dundas  ? 

A.  Becaufe  I  thought  it  was  proper  Government  (hould  know 
what  they  were  proceeding  upon  ;  immediately  t  knew  what  they 
were  I  Went  and  told  them. 

^j  How  came  you  fir  ft  to  go  there  ? 

A.  At  firft  I  went  with  Mr.  Smith,  a  delegate.  I  was  asked 
if  I  would  be  made  a  member  ;  I  did  not  know  what  it  was  ;  I 
agreed  to  be  made  a  member,  not  knowing  what  it  was. 

J^.  How  long  was  you  there  ? 

A.  I  think  I  was  there  feven  times. 
Henry  Alexander  crofs-examined  by  Mr.  ErskiNe. 

£K  What  are  you  ? 

A.  A  Linen-draper. 

j^.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  At  the  Rofe,  in  Fleet-market.    I  am  a  fervant  at  prefent. 

j^.  What  time  did  you  fir  ft  go  with  your  friend  to  this  fo- 
ciety ? 

A.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1793* 

i^.  Did  you  go  there  for  the  purpofe  of  beiiig  a  member  ? 

A.  I  did  not,  though  I  became  one. 

<%K   What  did  you  go  for  the  purpofe  of? 

A.  I  went  for  the  purpofe  of  going  to  the  club  j  my  friend 
asked  me  to  go  with  him  to  a  fociety,  and  I  went. 

^  Who  is  this  friend  ? 

A.  Mr.  Whitehall ;  he  faid  Mr,  Smith  had  asked  him  fre- 
quently. 

jP.   You  went  there  out  of  curiofity,  it  may  be  ? 

A.  It  was  nothing  elfe. 

j£.  Was  Mr.  Yorke  there  ? 

A.  No. 

gK  Who  might  be  there  that  firft  night  ? 

A.  Smith  was  there  as  delegate,  Afhley  was  there,  and  Bax- 
ter was  there ;  thefe  were  all  I  knew  by  name, 

j^.  What  day  of  the  month  was  it  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay. 

4>.  What  day  of  the  week  \ 

A.  Tuefday. 

^  What  month  ? 

A.  I  cOTnot  fay, 

*  Try, 
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ip.  Try,  you  may  by  thinking  a  Ijttle  ? 

A.  I  cannot. 

£.  Did  you  hear  any  thing  that  offended  yru  that  night  ? 

A.  Nothing  at  al!. 

<%.  How  Lng  did  they  fit  ? 

A.  Till  twelve  o'clock*  and  Tome  of  them  untl'one  o'<  o :''. 

«^>.    What  did  they  converts  about  ? 

A.  They  had  papers  of  different  kinds  j  Mr.  Smith  in  general 
ijjfed  to  bring  papers  of  fome  kind. 

J~£.   Were  they  read  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  was  fcrriething  read  by  Mr.  Smith. 

i^.  Did  you  become  a  member  that  night  ? 

A.  Yes. 

^.  Then  you  approved,  I  fuppofe,  of  what  you  heard  ? 

A-  As  foon  as  we  got  in  the  room  we  fat  down. ,  Mr.  Smith 
asked  immediately  if  I  would  become  a  member;  he  asked  Mr. 
Whitehall ;  he  read  fomething  to  me,  but  I  did  not  pay  any  at- 
tention to  what  it  was. 

jp.  Whitehall  went  out  of  curiofity  too  ? 

A.  I  do  not icnow  what  purpofe  he  went  for. 

G&j  When  did  you  go  next,  afterwards  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  went  next  night  or  no ;  I  miffed 
two  or  three  times;  I  attended  feven.  times. 

J^j  You  very  foon  became  a  convert;  you  fay  that  immedi- 
ately upon  Mr.  Smith's  darting  up  you  became  a  member  ? 

A.  Yes. 

6).  Was  Mr.  Yorke  there  the  fecond  time  ? 

A.  No,  he  was  net. 

j£.  Who  was  there  the  fecond  time  ? 

A,  Mr.  Smith  was.  there  as  delegate. 

j^.  Did  hot  you,  after  you  became  a  member,  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  people  there,  by  converfing  with  them,  by  go- 
ing there? 

A.  No,  I  fpoke  to  Afhley  two  or  three  times* 

j^.  Then  you  became  a  member  to  propagate  their  dofrrin-s  ? 

A.  No. 

J^.  When  you  became  a  member  you  went  for  the  purpofe  of 
becoming  a  fpy  ? 

A.   After  1  was  there  T  went  as  a  fpy. 

.^.  Did  you  wifh  a  Reform  in  Parliament  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q  Then,  if  you  did  not  wifh  for  a  Reform  in  Parliament, 
why  did  you  become  a  member  of  that  fociefy  but  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  becoming  a  fpy  r 

A.  When  I  became  a  member  I  did  not  know  what  y 
were. 

3  E  • .    '      9    Did 
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Q  Did  not  you  know  they  were  a  fociety  for  Parliamentary 
Reform  ? 

A.  Yes, 

£K  Did  you  wifh  Parliamentary  Reform  when  you  became  a 
member,  when  you  heard  that  paper  read  the  firft  night  ?  —  Did 
you  wifh  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  or  any  alteration  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  or  in  the  government  in  any  way,  upon  your 
oath  ?  Look  to  thofe  gentlemen  j  upon  your  oath,  when  you 
joined  that  fociety,  did  you  wifh  to  have  an  alteration  in  the  go- 
vernment. (Tkewitnefsbefitated.)  Cough  it  up  ;  come,  "anfwer 
me  that  upon  your  oath,  were  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Dunn, 
of  Manchefler  ? 

A.  No,  I  thought  they  were. 

i^.  I  mould  have  thought  you  was.  Why  do  not  you  anfwer 
that  queftion,  Sir,  when  you  know  there  is  the  life  of  an  indivi- 
dual frariding  at  the  bar  at  flake  ? 

A.  I  do  not  underfiand  you. 

J^.    i  am.forry  for  it.     Did  you  wifh  Parliamentary  Reform, 
or  anv  alteration  in  the  government,  when  you  became  a  mem- 
'bcr  of  th-t  fociety  ? 

A.  I  never  wi fried  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

£K  rhen,  upon  your  oath,  why  did  you  become  a  member  of 
fuch  fociety,  if  yuu  wifhed  nothing  of  the  kind  ? 

A.  The  reafon  of  my  becoming  a  member  was,  that  when  I 
went  in  Mr.  Smith  asked  Whitehall  if  I  would  not  be  made  a 
member  ?  I  faid  no,  I  had  better  not  to-night ;  but  Mr.  Smith 
urged  him  on,  and  then  fomebody  got  up,  and  read  fomething 
from  a  paper,  I  did  not  underftand  what  he  read  ;  they  gave  me 
afterwards  what  they  read  over,  and  a  ticket. 

4>.  And  then  you  read  it  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  read  it  that  night. 

£jK   Did  you  read  it  before  you  went  there  again  ? 

A.  I  did. 

£K  Then  of  courfe  as  you  carried  home  the  paper  that  was 
read  to  you  at  the  fociety,  and  going  again  afterwards,  you  muft 
have  approved  of  it  before  you  went  tne  fecond  time  ? 

A.  No,  I  did  not;  I  read  it  to  two  or  three  of  my  friends, 
and  they  were  of  the  fame  opinion  with  myfelf. 

jp.  What  is  become  of  the  paper  ? 

A.  I  left  it  at  Mr,  Dundas's  office. 

Q.  Then  of  courfe  you  went  the  fecond  time  for  the  purpofe 
of  being  an  informer  ? 

A.  Yes,   I  did;  I  went  to  fee  what  they  were  upon. 

j^.  Upon  your  oath,  between  the  firft  and  the  fecond  time  that 
you  went  to  that  fociety,. or  before  you  went  there  at  all,  had  you 
been  defned  by  anv  body  to  go  for  that  purpofe  ? 

A.  No, 
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A   Xn,  I  had  not. 

§).  Then  you  went  of  your  own  free  will,  for  the  purpofe  of 
being  ferviceable  to  the  public  in  going  there  ? 
A.  The  fecond  time  I  did. 

j^.  Then  of  courfe  when  you  went  there  the  fecond  time  you 
pretended  to  be  a  friend,  and  approved  of  what  was  going  on,  and 
a  died  as  a  fpy  ? 

A.  So  I  have  proved  at  lad. 

j^.  You  went  there  the  fecond  time  in  order  to  be  one  ? 
A.  I  went  there  in  order  to  fee  what  their  plan  was  j  what  was 
the  real  ground  of  it. 

J^.   Did  you  take  down  any  minutes  upon  p;iper? 
A.   No,  they  would  not  fuffer  it. 
4*.  You  went  the  third  time  again  ? 
A.   Yes. 

£K  Was  it  then  Mr.  Yorke  talked  of  the  pikes  ? 
A.  No,  k  was  not. 

J^.  In  the  courfe  of  attending  thefe  feven  times,  they   met 
weekly,   d:d  not  they  ? 
A.   Yes,  every  week. 

£>.  That  would  extend  for  the  courfe  of  two  months  almoft  ? 
A.  Yes. 

j-^.  Of  courfe  you  can  tell  what  month  it  was  in  ? 
A.  I  cannot,     it  was  in  the  year  1793. 
£K  Was  it  winter  or  furhmer  ? 
A.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year. 
j^.  How  long  before  Chriflmas,  think  you  ? 
A,  I  cannot  fay.  ' 

j^.  You  can  recollect,  pretty  near  j  you  know  within  i'even 
weeks  ? 

A.  I  recoiled  the  day  that  Yorke  made  a  fpeech  ;  how  lono- 
it  was  before  that  I  cannot  fay  j  I  attended  twice  after  I  had  been 
with  Mr.  Dundas. 

j^.  Pray,  Sir,  fhould  you  know  the  perfons  that  you  faw  that 
attended  this  meeting  at  the  end  of  this  year  ? 
A.   I  could  not  fwear  to  them. 

J^>.  Did  you  know  the  countenances  of  the  people  ;  Were  they 
generally  the  fame  people,  or  different  people  ? 

A.  I  hey  were  different  people,  they  came  from  different  di- 
vifions. 

j9.  How  many  of  the  people  in  that  room  got  up  and  fhook 
hands  with  Mr.  Yorke  when  he  had  ftated  what  you  have  faid 
he  ftated  about  bloodfhed  and  arms  ?  . 

A.  I  cannot  fay  exactly  ;  the  room  was  as  full  as  it  could  hold; 
upwards  of  fixty,  between  that  and  a  hundred. 
^.  Where  was  that  ? 

3  E  z  A.  At 
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A  At  a  cofTee-houfe  in  Shire-lane. 

GK  And  they  all  fhook  hands  with  Mr.  Yoike  in  applaufe 
and  approbation  of  what  he  had  faid  ? 

A.    They  did. 

£j)j  Was  that  when  he  was  going  to  Belgium ;  was  Belgium 
the  word  he  made  ufe  of  ? 

A.  It  was  Belgium  or  Eelgiam,  I  never  heard  the  name  be- 
fore. 

jp.  Then  of  courfe  that  was  the  word  he  ufed ;  and  he  was 
going  to  head  the  French  army  ? 

A.  He  faid  he  had  received  a  letter  from  a  friend  of  his,  that 
thev  would  be  ripe  by  Chriftmas. 

j~).  Mr.  Alexander,  you  a*e  a  lover  of  your  country,  na 
doubt,  merely  ? 

A    ,v  rthingelfe. 

4>.  Nothing,  elife  3  you  had  no  other  reafon  for  going  among 
this  ioci  ■  v  ? 

A     1   i   other  reafon. 

jp.    Fheri  you  went  voluntarily  ? 
-   A    Voluntarily 

.^-   Without '"having  been  employed  or  dcflred  by  any  body  ? 

A  Theie  were  three  of  my  friends  I  mentioned  it  to,  who 
faid  they  thought  I  fhould  do  very  right  in  giving  the  informa- 
tion. • 

^   Who  are  they  ? 

A.  Mr.  Broughton,  Mr.  Briand,  and  Mrs.  Grefwood,  a 
\vid  >w  woman  in  Leather-lane. 

§K  How  long  have  you  been  in  bufinefs  for  yourfelf  ? 

A.  I  am  not  in  bufinefs  for  myfelf :  I  am  not  in  a  fituation  at 
prefent 

£>.  I -believe  you  are  in  a  very  lingular  fituation  :  what  da 
you  mean  by  not  being  in  a  fituation  ? 

A.  J  am  not  in  employment, 

j9.       ow  long  is  it  fince  vow  was  in  employment  ? 

A  In  May  laft, 

3.  Where  did  you  live  ? 

A.  in  Mobrfidd. 

.£.   Where  there? 

W\   At  Mr.  Killeby's,  No,  14,  Finfbury- place,  Moorfields  ? 

Q   What  is  Mr.  Killeby  r 

'A,  He  is  a  linen-draper.  He  was  then, but  he  has  fince  let  his 
fhop  to' another. 

gK,  \].ow  long  did  you  live  with  MrJ  Killeby  ? 

A    Five  months. 

3.   When  was  it  you  went  to  him  ? 

A.  I  went  to  him  in  December,  and  left  him  in  May. 

i>.  You 
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#.  You  came  to  him  in  December  as  fliopma 

A.  Yes. 

^.   Where  dicj  you  live  before  that  ? 

A.  At  Mr.  Faulding's,  a  linen-draper,  Holborn-bridge. 

f,  Did  you  live  long  there  ? 
I  lived  there  almoft  two  years. 

GK  Since  you  left  this  Mr.  Killeby,  have  you  been  applying 
for  any  other  bufinefs  ? 

A.   Ye?,  I  have. 

^   What  fort  of  bufinefs  have  you  been  applying  for  ? 

A.  For  the  fame. 

£K  It  is  a  long  time  in  this  town,  where  there  is  (b  much 
linen  and  calico,  to  be  out  of  bufinefs ;  who  have  you  ap* 
plied  to  ? 

A.  To  different  people. 

i^.  Let  us  hear  who  they  are  ? 

A.  Twynam  and  James,   in  Holborn. 

g).   Whoelfe? 

A.  I  applied  to  another  perfon  who  hasjuft  opened  fhop, 
Mr.  Marley,  in  Holborn,  and  him  I  agreed  to  live  with, 
No.  320,  facing  Gray's-Inn-lane. 

j^.  How  came  you  to  leave  him  ? 

A.  I  was  obliged  to  leave  him  in  confequence  of  attending 
here. 

jp.  So  you  have  loft  your  bufinefs  by  attending  here  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^>.  You  are  a  very  good  patriot  indeed  ;  fo  for  the  good  of 
your  country  you  gave  up  your  bufinefs  with  Mr.  Marley  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  How  much  was  he  to  give  you  ? 

A.  Twenty-five  pounds  a  year. 

j^.  How  long  ago  is  it  fince  you  entered  into  the  engage- 
merit  with  him  ? 

A.  It  was  fome  time  before  he  opened  his  {hop,  I  do  not 
know  when  he  opened  his  fhop  ;  I  think  he  opened  fhop  the 
22d  of  laff.  month. 

j^.  How  long  was  it  before  he  opened  fhop  that  you  entered 
into  this  agreement  with  him  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  that. 

£).  I  am  really  very  forry  for  that ;  was  it  a  day,  two  days, 
or  more  ? 

A.  Considerably  more  than  that. 

£).  How  long  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  the  latter  end  of  July,  or  beginning  of 
Auguft, 

$.  When 
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S^j  When  did  you  go  to  tell  him  that  you  could  not  go  on 
with  this  agreement  ? 

A.   I  told  him  the  day  after  I  had  the  fubpcena ;  I  had  the 
fubpoena  iaft  Tuefday  fortnight. 

j^.  Who  fubpoened  you  ? 

A.  Mr.  Wood. 

£>.  And  was  you  told   it  was  neceflary  you  fliould  give  up 
your  employment  for  that  ? 
"  A.  No. 

£$j  Did  you  afk  whether  you  might  live  with  this  linen- 
draper,  and  come  when  you  was  wanted  ? 

J.  No. 

J^.  Did  you  apply  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treafury,  and  tell 
him  that  you  had  entered  into  this  engagement  ? 

A.  No. 

i^.  Then  you  gave  up  your  engagement  totally  becaufe  you 
was  wanted  half  an  hour  at  the  Old  Bailey  ? 

A.   No  other  reafon. 

^.  Did  you  afk  Mr.  Marley  if  he  would  confent  to  take  you 
as  his  fhopman,  and  allow  you  to  come  here   to  give  evidence  ? 

A.  No,  I  never  did  ;  I  thought  it  would  be  fuch  a  continu- 
ance. 

Q  Have  you  any  :.-iea  that  Mr.  Marley  would  have  hindered 
you  from  obeying  the  King's  writ  ?  Then  you  mean  to  tell  the 
jury,  that  having  entered  into  an  engagement  with  Mr.  Mar- 
ley to  receive  twenty- five  pounds  a  year,  you  put  yourfelf  out 
of  employ  without  afking  Mr.  Marley,  or  the  attornies  who 
fubpoened  you,  whether  it  was  neceffary  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J$K  Then  how  have  you  maintained  yourfelf  fince  you  put 
yourielf  out  of  this  employment  ? 

A.  I  only  left  him  laft  .Friday,  I  faid  I  was  going  out  of 
town. 

&>.  Why  did  you  fpeak  to  Mr.  Marley  about  going  out  of 
town  ? 

A.  Becaufe  1  expected  to  go  down  to  Sheffield  about  Mr. 
Yorke,  as  foon  as  this  was  over. 

i^.  What  made  you  expect  to  go  down  about  Mr.  Yorke, 
after  this  is  over  ? 

A.  1  only  furmifed  it  in  my  own  imagination. 

4?    Had  any  body  elfe  told  you  you  was  to  be  employed  upon 
that  errand,  after  you  had  done  this  job  ? 
A.  No. 

£K  Then  what  made  you  think  you  was  to  go  down  to  Shef- 
field after  Mr.  Yorke  ;  look  at  the  Juryj  don't  look  fo  much 
at  n.c,  I  have  ken  enough  of  you. 

A.  I  was 
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A.  I  was  informed  that  he  was  expe£ted  to  be  tiled  the  laft 
Aflizes  in  Yorke. 

<?.  Who  told  you  fo  ? 

A.  Mr.  White. 

j^.  You  told  me  before,  you  did  not  know  you  was  to  go 
down  ? 

A.  It  was  only  a  furmife  of  my  own  mind. 

gK  You  have  not  fought  out  for  any  employment  fince? 

A.   No,  I  have  not. 

Q.  Where  did  y<;u  live  before  you  lived  with  Mr.  Killebv  ? 

A.  With  Mr.  Fauiding. 

j^.  Where  did  you  live,  Sir,  before  you  lived  with  this  Mr. 
Fauiding  ? 

A.  At  Mr.  Smith's  in  Cheapfide. 

£).  How  long  is  that  ago  ? 

A.  That  is  between  four  and  five  years  ago. 

f,  How  long  did  you  live  with  Mr.  Smith  in  Cheapfide  ? 
Eighteen  month?,   I  believe. 

j^.   And  you  left  him  five  years  ago  ? 

A.  I  left  him  and  went  in  the  country  to  fee  my  friends  that 
were  at  the  town  of  Fifhford,  fix  miles  from  Salifbury. 

J3K  Who  were  your  friends  you  went  to  fee  there  ? 

A.  My  aunt. 
-    J^.  What  is  her  name  ? 

A.  Alexander. 

£K  How  long  did  you  flay  with  her  ? 

A.  Eleven  months. 

j£\  When  you  had  paid  your  affectionate  refpects  to  your  aunt* 
what  did  you  do  when  you  came  back,  before  you  went  to  Mr. 
Fauiding  ? 

A.  I  went  from  my  aunt's  to  Mr.  Fauiding. 

i^.  That  cannot  be,  becaufe  it  is  five  years  ago  ? 

A.  It  is  between  four  and  five  years  ago. 

6K  When  you  had  paid  your  affectionate  refpects  to  your 
aunt,  where  did  you  go  next;  you  Jived  eighteen  months  with 
Mr.  Smith  ;  then  you  went  to  your  aunt  and  fraid  eleven 
months ;  when  you  came  back  where  did  you  live  before  you 
went  to  Mr.  Faulding's  ? 

A.  With  another  aunt  in  old  Bedlam,  the  other  fide  of  Moor* 
fields. 

jji>.   Her  name  is  .Alexander  too,  is  it  ? 

A.  No,  Simpfon. 

J^>.  How  long  was  you  there  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  a  confiderable  while. 

§>.  A  confiderable  while,  that  you  know  is  a  very  vague 
thing  ? 

A.  It 
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«  It  is  impoflible  (or  me  to  fay  how  long  it  is. 

£K  From  the  time  you  came  back,  from  your  aunt  in  the  coun- 
try, did  you  live  with  your  aunt  in  Old  Bedlam  till  the  time  you 
Went  to  Mr.  Faulding's  j  try  and  recollect  the  time  that  you  came 
back  from  your  aunt's  in  the  country,  I  do  not  want  to  hurry 
you  ? 

A.  I  went  to  Mr.  Smith's  from  the  country,  and  then  when 
I  left  Mr,  Smith  I  went  to  my  aunt  in  Old  Bedlam,  andN  after 
that  to  Mr.  Faulding. 

£K  You  have  thrown  me  out  now  entirely ;  lam  quite  loff, 
I  mult  take  it  down.  How  long  is  it  fince  you  left  Mr.  Smitl;  ? 
do  not  hurry  yourfelf. 

A.  I  do  not  know  exactly — about  four  or  five  vcars. 

£$j  What  did  you  leave  Mr.  Smith  for  ? 

A.  We  had  fome  words. 

j^.  What  might  the  words  be,  think  you  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect. 

££.  Now  try ;  you  have  an  excellent  memory,  you  repeated 
the  whole  fpeech  the  mnn  made  at  the  meeting,  but  you  cannot 
remember  the  words  between  you  and  your  mailer ;  try,  I  wifh 
you  would  look  at  thofe  gentlemen,  they  are  very  good-looking 
men  j  look  acrofs. 

Lord  Prefident.  Why  do  not  you  give  an  anfv/er  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  the  words. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  I  do  not  ask  you  what  you  faid  to  your  mafter 
and  he  (aid  to  you,  but  what  was  the  quarrel  about,  becaufe  you 
muft  have  a  ftrange  memory  if  you  do  not  recollect,  for  a  gen- 
tleman who  is  to  repeat  a  whole  fpeech  ;  now  do  recollect  the 
nature  of  the  quarrel  between  you  and  Mr.  Smith. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  This  witnefs  has  not  repeated  a  whols 
fpeech  of  JMr.  Yorke's. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  Will  you  be  fo  good  as  to  tell  what  you  quar- 
relled with  Mr.  Smith  about  ? 

Lord  Prefident.  Give  him  fair  play,  that  is  all.  Do  you  re- 
collect:, or  do  you  not  recollect ;  if  you  do,  you  are  afraid  to 
tell  it  ? 

■  Mr.  Erjkine.  There  is  fair  play  on  both  fides.  Do  you  of 
do  you  not  recollect  what  was  trie  caufe  of  the  quarrel  you  had 
with  your  mafter  ? 

A.  Some  words  that  happened  between  the  fhopman  and  me, 
and  that  caufed  words  between  me  and  my  mailer,  and  then  wc 
parted. 

<$K  What  was  the  nature  of  the  quarrel  (now  you  fee  you 
begin  to  recollect  it)  that  happened  between  you  and  that  {hop- 
man  ? 

A.  We 
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J.  We  had  words,  and  he  becalled  me — I  was  hot  as  well 
at  he ;  we  called  one  another  fools ;  I  do  not  know  whether  we 
did  ftrilce  one  another,  and  my  mailer  turned  me  away. 

.^.  What  was  his  name  ? 

.1.   Williams. 

&  What  was  his  Chriflian  name  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

.:"■'.   Have  you  ken  Mr.  Smith  fince  you  parte  1  with  him  ? 

A.  Yes,  once. 

§).  You  told  me  you  went  to  your  aunt's  at  your  returning 
from  Mr.  Smith  J 

A.  Yes,  and  from  thereto  Mr.  Faulding's. 

jp.  You  are  fui\.',  Sir,  that  this  happened  in  1793,  that  you 
rr?ara  ali  tfejs  about  the  pikes  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J£>.  What  did  yoiTn^rat  the  third  meeting  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay,  I  toolc^w  particular  notice  of  any  thing  I 
heard  but  that  night. 

j^.  How  long  did  you  flay  ? 

A.   Till  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock. 

Q  What  time  did  you  go? 

A*  About  eight. 

$>.  Will  you  be  fo  good  to  tell  us  if  you  recolle£l  any  thing 
that  was  faid  at  all  that  third  night  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  at  all, 

4>.  So,  that  except  that  night,  that  Mr.  Yorke  made  a  long 
fpeech,  you  do  not  recollect  a  fyllable  ? 

A.  No. 

j^.  There  were  various  things  read  over  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  thing  read  over  that 
night. 

£>.  What  bufinefs  were  they  doing  that  night  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay. 

^.  Were  there  any  papers  read  ;  perhaps  there  were  feme 
members  admitted  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  for  that  night  particularly,  but  they  were 
fitting  there,  and  the  books  were  kept  open  for  the  admiffion  of 
members  till  nine  o'clock. 

jf\  But  I  take  it  for  granted,  there  rnufl  have  been  a  great 
deal  faid  and  done,  from  eight  or  nine  o'clock  till  eleven  or 
twelve  at  night ;  for  you  know  you  went  there  to  watch,  in 
order  to  inform :  Do  you  recollect  any  thing  at  all  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

£>     You  went  the  fourth  night  ? 

A.     Yes. 

i^.  What  time  of  the  evening  did  you  go  the  fourth  night  ? 

3  F  4>:   And 
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A.  I  fuppofe  about  the  fame  time. 

Q  And  ftaid,'.  as  you  went  to  collect  information,  till  the 
meeting  broke  up  ? 

A.  Yes,  till  they  were  all  gone. 

J3K  What  was  fa  id  that  night — not  a  fyllable  ? 

A    Not  that     '      »lle&;  nothing  at  all. 

j^.  You  went  the  fifth  night? 

4.  Yes. 

",  2  fane  time  ? 

" 

ftaid  till  it  h-oke  up? 

'.  the  firfl  tune  vou  faw  Mr.  Yorke  there  ? 

/f.  Yes,  I  think  I  faw  Mr.  Y"orke  there  three  times ;  he 
e  in  with  another  peifon,  he  faid  he  had  bees  in  Newgate  to 
fee  Mr-  Froft,  and  that  he  was  to  be  pillcred  the  next  day,  and 
he  faid  that  he  had  fome  words  wit!:  Mr.  Kirby. 

£>j  What  did  you  hear  faid  about  pikes  by  Mr.  Yorke  ? 

A.  It  was  not  Mr.  Yorke  that  mentioned  about  the  pikes. 

Q.  It  was  vast  Mr.  Yorke  ? 

A.  No,  I  believe  he  was  not  there  the  night  the  pikes  were 
mentioned  ;  there  was  a  perfon  from  Sheffield  faid,  they  could  get 
pikes  made  for  fixpence  a-piece,  and  fomebody  faid,  they  thought 
it  would  do  for  them  as  well  as  for  the  people  of  Sheffield,  and 
it  was  only  living  upon  bread  and  cheefe  for  one  day  ;  but  I 
remember  hearing  Mr.  Yrorke  fay,  at  another  time,  about  arming 
themfelves  with  mop-flicks  while  Mr.  Froft  was  pillored. 

£h  When  was  it  Mr.  Yrorke  made  this  fpeech  ;  was  it  the 
feventh  night  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay. 

Thomas  Whitehorne  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Bower. 

j£>.  Were  you  at  any  time  a  member  of  the  London  Corre- 
fponding  Society  ? 

A.  I  was. 

&*  At  what  time  did  you  begin  to  be  a  member  of  it  ? 

A.  I  believe  the  fame  evening  with  the  laft  witnefs  that  w&S 
examined. 

£K  About  what  time  of  the  year,  the  beginning  or  the  end  ? 

A.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year. 

j^.  What  is  your  profeffion  ? 

A.  I  am  a  fhopman  to  a  bookfeller. 

£K  The  firftji'me  you  was  there,  was  with  the  laft  witnefs, 
Alexander  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  was. 

j9.  Did 
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iP.  Do  you  know  how  Alexander  c.ime  to  go  there  ? 

A.  I  believe  we  went  together. 

&  Were  you  both  admitted  the  fame  night  ? 

A.   Yes. 

i?\  How  long  did  you  continue  a  member  ? 

A.  We  paid  for  a  quarter  that  evening  ;  I  was  there  about 
four  or  five  times  to  the  belt  of  my  knowledge. 

j^.  Did  you  fee  Mr.  Yorke  there  at  any  of  the  times  ? 

■A.   Only  once. 

j£>.  How  long  did  you  continue  a  member  after  the  night  you 
faw  Mr.  Yorke  there  ? 

A.  I  was  not  there  above  once  or  twice. 

j^>.  You  quitted  the  fociety  ? 

A.   Yes. 

i^.  For  what  reafon  ? 

A.  I  quitted  my  fituation,  and  it  was  not  fo  convenient  for 
me  to  attend  afterwards ;    1  do  not  know  any  other  reafon.  - 

£K   You  remember  Mr.  Yorke  being  there  ? 

A.  I  do,  perfectly. 

S^j  Was  there  a  feWy  or  a  great  many  people  in  the  room,  at 
that  time  ? 

A.  There  might  be  from  forty  to  fixty  people  there. 

<?K  Did  Mr.  Yorke  diftinguifh  himfelf  that  night;  did  he  fay 
any  thing  ;  did  he  appear  as  an  ordinary  member  ? 

A.  He  came  in,  and  he  feemed  to  be  very  well  known,  he 
made  a  long  fpeech ;  I  left  him  fpeaking,  but  I  do  not  recollect 
any  part  of  it ;   the  room  was  nearly  full. 

j5^.  When  Mr.  Yorke  came,  you  can  tell  us,  perhaps,  if  you 
do  not  remember  the  words  of  the  fpeech,  whether  it  was  a 
moderate  or  a  violent  fpeech  ? 

A.  He  feemed  to  be  fpeaking  very  loud,  but  I  was  quite  at 
the  further  end  of  the  room  from  him. 

i^.  You  cannot  take  on  yourfelf  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  fub- 
ftance  of  it  ? 

A.  No.  I  made  no  minutes,  I  could  not  perfectly  fwear  to 
any  ientence. 

£K  When  you  went  there  the  very  firft  night  that  the  other 
witnefs  went  with  you  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  to  be' the  flrfl  night. 

i^.  Do  you  recollect  before  you  went  out  of  the  room,  whe- 
ther any  thing  was  faid  by  Mr.  Yorke  of  his  intentions  of  go- 
ing home,  or  going  abroad,  or  any  thing  of  that  iort  ? 

A*  I  underftood  he  was  going  abroad,  and  I  believe  he  men- 
tioned that  in  his  fpeech,  or  whether  I  understood  it  from  fome- 
body  in  the  room,  i  cannot  be  certain  which,  that  he  was  about 
quitting  England. 

3  F  2  Q  Who 
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gK  Who  did  you  live  with  at  the  time  you  became  a  mem- 
ber of  this  club  ? 

A.  At  Mr.  Owen's  in  Fleet-ftreet. 

j^.  Where  did  you  live  after  that  ? 

A.  At  one  Mr.  Bagtter's  in  the  Strand. 

j^  Do  you  recollect  fo  much  of  the  fpeech  as  to  fay  what 
impreffion  it  made  upon  you  at  the  time  ? 

Air.  Erfkine.     I  certainly  object  to  that. 

Lord  Chief  'Jujlice.  Certainly  it  is  a  queflion  that  ought  not 
to  be  preffed,  for  he  fays  he  does  not  recqlledt  any  thing 
about  it. 

Mr.  Bower.  Whether  you  ever  had  any  converfation  with 
Mr.  Alexander  about  what  pafied  that  night  ? 

A.  I  faw  him  a  morning  or  two  after  we  were  there,  and  I 
believe  I  might  afk  him  how  long  he  ftaid  after  I  left  the  room, 
or  fomething  to  that  purpofe. 

J$K   You  fay  you  quitted  the  fociety  very  foon  afterwards  ? 

A.  Very  foon  afterwards,  I  believe  I  was  not  there  above 
four  nights  in  all. 

Q  What  was  the  reafon  of  your  abfenting  yourfclf  from 
the  lociety  ? 

A.  1  left  the  fituatior^I  was  in  to  go  to  another  part  of  the 
town. 

j9.  Had  ycu  any  other  reafon  ? 

A.  No,  I  had  not ;  I  lodged  at  another  part  of  the  town,  and 
had  not  time,  if  I  had  had  the  will  ;  if  I  had  remained  in  the 
fime  fituation  I  might  have  gone  again. 

G).  Have  you  always  faid  that  that  was  your  reafon ;  recol- 
Icctyourfelf  ? 

A.  I  did  not  fay  any  thing  about  it  particular,  it  is  a  matter 
that  I  never  thought  to  be  queflioned  on,  and  therefore  I  never 
thought  about  it. 

£>.  What  part  of  the  room  was  you  in  j  was  you  near  Mr. 
Yorke  ? 

A.  No,  quite  the  reverfe. 

Lord  Prejlaent.  How  long  have  you  known  that  other  mafl, 
Alexander,  the  laft  witnefs  ? 

A.  Some  months,  I  cannot  fay  how  long-. 

<%).  What  was  his  fituation  when  you  fir  ft  knew  him  ? 

A.  He  was  in  a  linen-draper's  fhop  at  the  firft  of  my  know-? 
ledje  of  him. 

j^.  Where? 

A.  At  Mr.  Faulding's  upon  Holborn  Bridge. 
George  Widdison  fworn- — examined  by  A]r.  Bower. 

J3>.    You  live  at  Sheffield  ? 

A:  Yes, 

9.  What 
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gK  What  are  you  ? 

A.   A  barber  and  hair-dreffer. 

J^>.  Are  you  in  aay  other  employment  ? 

A.  Yes,  a  turner. 

$>.  Was  you  at  any  time  a  member  of  the  Conftitutional  Sa» 
ciety  at  Sheffield  ? 

A  Yes. 

$>L  At  what  time  did  you  become  a  member — about  two 
years  ago  ? 

J.  Above  that  time. 

$>.  Were  you  at  any  time  a  delegate  ? 

A.  We  were  not  Separated  into  divifions  at  that  time,  we 
were  all  united,  and  ufed  to  meet  at  different  houfes. 

2h  On  what  occaficn  did  you  become  a  delegate,  or  how 
long  was  it  after  you  became  a  member,  that  you  became  a 
delegate  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay. 

j^.  How  many  might  you  be  at  that  time  ? 

A.  Some  hundreds. 

gK   Was  the  Fountain  one  of  the  houfes  you  met  at  ? 

A.  Yes. 

jp.  Do  you  remember  at  any  time  a  meeting  at  the  Foun- 
tain r 

A.  Yes. 

<*>.  How  many  people  might  there  be  ? 

A.  The  firft  time  I  attended  there  were  about  2C0. 

j^.  That  is  about  two  years  ago  ? 

A.  Yef,  and  better. 

3.  How  long  did  you  continue  a  member  of  thatfociety  ? 

A.  About  two  years,  or  better. 

j^.  When  you  firft  remembered  the  fociety,  where  did  they 
all  meet  ? 

A.  At  that  houfe  ;  that  was  the  beginning. 

S$K  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Yorke  ? 

A.  Yes. 

jp.  Do  you  know  him  by  any  other  name  ? 
.  No. 

^\  When  did  you  firft  fee  Mr.  Yorke  ? 

J.   About  a  twelvemonth  ago,  I  believe. 

4f>.  Where  was  it  ? 

J.  Either  at  Mr.  Gale's  or  Mr,  Martin's,  I  think. 

£%.  Did  you  ever  fee  him  at  any  time  afterwards  at  any  of  the 
meetings  of  the  Conftitutional  Society  ? 

A.  Yes,  fever al  times. 

j^.  Do  you  recollect  at  any  time,  whether  Air.  Yorke  took 
an  active  part — who  was  chairman  ? 

A  He 
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A.  He  was  generally  chairman  when  he  was  there. 

J5?\   Was  he  often  there  ? 

A.  I  have  feen  him  at  three  different  meetings  as  near  as  I 
can  recollect. ;  I  faw  him  at  one  meeting  in  Queen-ftreet. 

j^.  When  was  that  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fpeak  as  to  the  time,  but  it  was  not  long  after 
the  execution  of  the  King  of  France. 

j£\  When  did  you  fee  him  again  at  any  other  meeting  ? 

A,  I  faw  him  at  another  meeting  at  the  fign  of  the  Barrel. 

9.   Oo  you  recollect  about  what  time  that  was  ? 

J.  I  do  not. 

j5.  Do  you  remember  any  thing  particular  at  the  time  you 
faw  I  :-:e  at  that  meeting,  at  the  Battel,  in  his  conduct,  or 

in  his  fpcech  ? 

A    lie' appeared  to  me  to  be   rather  in  liquor  at  the  time  lie 
•was  there. 

#.  Do  vou  remember  feeing  him  at  any  time  after  that  at  a 
meeting  in  the  open  air  ? 

A.   Yes,  I  faw  him  at  the  meeting  on  the  Caitle-hill. 

3.  The  beginning  of  November  laft  that  was  in  ? 

A.  No,  in  April. 

&K  What  was  done  at  that  meeting  ? 

A.  That  was'  the   meeting  that  that  pamphlet  that  you  have 
been  reading  was  proceeded  upon. 

3.  Was  you  there  when  any  delegate  was  elected  ? 

A.   Yes,  1  have  been  there  when  delegates  were  elected. 

6).  I  mean  the  delegates  to  the  Scotch  Convention^ 

A.  Yes. 

J9.  When  was  that? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  the  time,  near  a  twelvemonth  ago,  I 
fuppofe.     . 

S>)j  Who  was  elected  delegate  ? 

A.  Matthew  Campbell  Brown. 

4\  What  was  Brown  ? 

A.  He  is  an  attorney  by  profeffion; 

j^.   W;;s  he  an  attorney  at  that  time  ? 
"  A.  Yes,  he  v/as  at  that  time,  but  fome  little  time  before  that 
he  acted  as  a  player. 

JfK   Did  he  go  as  a  player  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  believe  he  did. 

jj?.  Did  you  fee  Mr.  Yorke  at  any  time  this  year,  1794? 

A.  The  f.rft  I  law  of  him,  was  rather  the  latter  end  of  March, 
or  the  beginning  of  April 

3.  That  was  the  firft  time? 

A,   Yes,  in  this  year. 

9.  Had  you  frequently  an  opportunity  of  feeing  Mr.  Yorke  ? 

A.    Yes 
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A.  Yes,  T  was  employe']  as  hair -dreiTer  to  him. 
;re  did  he  live  at  that  tine  ? 

A'.   i\i  one  Mr.  Cothorne's. 

§{.  H  id  you  art  opportunity  when  you  was  about  Mr.  Yorke, 
to  know  what  he  was  doing,  whether  he  was  writing  any  thin.:, 
%or  what  he  was  about  ? 

A.  I  don't  know. particularly  what  he  was  about  ? 

j9.  Did  you  learn  whether  any  addrefs,  or  any  thing  of  that 
kind,  that  he  had  any  fhare  in  ? 

A.  No,  t  cannor  fay  that  I  did,  I  faw  an  addrefs  afterwards 
that  was  faid  to  be  wrote  by  him. 

&K  Were  you  ever  with  Mr.  Yorke  when  any  thing  ^as 
faid  about  arms  at  any  time  ? 

A.   Yes,  I  was. 

■£j>j  What  time  was  it,  pray  tell  us  what  were  the  circum- 
ftanees  that  happened  firft  refpeding  arms,  when  you  have  been 
with  Air.  Yorke,  and  fix  any  time  when  it  was? 

A.  I  think  it  was  fome  time  in  April. 

£>.  Will  you  tell  me  what  paft  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  what  pail:  between  him  and  me,  it  was  the 
general  talk  of  the  town,  when  arms  began  firft  to  be  made, 

J^.  Can  you  recollect  any  particular  people  you  have  heard 
him  talking  to  about  arms  ? 

A.   No,  I  cannot  recollect. 

£h  Have  you  yourfelf  lvid  any  converfation  with  Mr.  Yorke, 
or  hid  any  inftructions  from  him  about  arms  ? 

A.   Not  fro  ii  him,  I  made  fome  myfelf, 

j^.  Who  did  you  make  them  for  ? 

A.  I  made  a  dozen  of  pikefhafts  for  Mr.  Gale. 

S$j  Did  Mr.  Yorke  know  you  was  making  them  ? 

.A.  Yes. 

l^K  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Yorke,  or  how  did  he  become  firft:  ac- 
quainted with  it  ? 

A.  We  fpoke  feveral  times  about  it,  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  fpoke  to  me  firft,  or  I  fpoke  to  him.  I  told  him  I  was  mak- 
ing fome,  and  when  I  had  one  made  I  fhewed  it  to  him,  and 
asked  him  if  he  thought  that  fize  would  do  for  them,  he  laid  he 
thought  it  would. 

<%K   How  many  did  you  make  ? 

A.  About  a  dozen,  or  a  dozen  and  a  half. 

&  What  became  of  them? 

A.  Mr.  Wilkinfon  took  them. 

f.  Did  he  feize  them  all  ? 
I  do  not  know,  I  have  not  been  in  my  houfe  fip.ce. 
£>j  Had  you  only  made  that  number  in  the  whole  ? 
A.  Yes. 
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j^.  Pray,  had  you  any  converfation  with  Mr.  Yorke  refpecTr- 
ing  the  purpofe  for  which  thefe  things  had  been  made  ? 

A.  Not  particularly  with  him,  but  with  other  people  ;  I  meant 
to  have  one  in  my  own  defence. 

£K  Did  Mr.  Yorke  fay  any  thing  to  you  about  a  Reform  in 
Parliament  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  learn  from  him  what  he  meant  by  a 
Reform  in  Parliament  ? 

A>  Yes,  that  it  was  for  univerfal  fufFrage. 

£).  Be  fo  good  as  to  reeolledt  how  that  converfation  cams  be- 
tween you  and  him  ? 

A.   Univerfal  fuffrage  was  what  he  propofed. 

S%.  Did  Mr.  Yorke  know  from  yourfelf  what  you  meant  by 
a  Reform  in  Parliament  ? 

A.  We  always  underftood  each  other  that  we  were  all  for  uni- 
verfal fufFrage. 

£K  What  do  you  mean  by  all  ? 

A.  The  fociety. 

&K  Did  you  inform  Mr.  Yorke  that  that  was  your  meaning, 
that  that  was  what  you  underftood  by  it  ? 

A.  I  did  not  particularly  at  that  time  inform  Mr.  Yorke, 
this  matter  was  agreed  upon  by  all  of  us. 

&K  In  the  converfations  that  you  had  with  Mr.  Yorke,  did 
you  and  he  uniformly  agree  with  what  he  meant  by  a  Reform, 
or  did  you  difagree  in  opinion  ? 

A.  We  agreed  till  within  a  few  weeks  before  Mr.  Yorke  left 
Sheffield  the  laft  time. 

£>.  You  did  not  agree  then ;  in  what  did  you  difagree  with 
him  ? 

A.  I  difagreed  in  refpeft  of  univerfal  fufFrage. 

Jp.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Yorke  fo  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£>.  And  what  did  he  fay  to  that  ? 

A.  I  told  him  when  I  went  one  morning  to  drefs  him  as 
ufual,  that  I  thought  the  plan  of  Reform  we  were  upon  would 
not  do ;  and  he  asked  me  my  motive,  and  I  told  him,  I 
thought  it  would  carry  us  too  far ;  fays  he,  I  have  ftudied  it 
fome  time,  and  1  have  read  various  authors  on  the  fubject,  and 
I  do  not  fee  that  any  Reform  can  be  of  fervice  to  the  nation  ex- 
cept that.  Very  wel1,  fays  I,  fo  far  you  and  I  difrer  in  opinion, 
I  will  no  longer  fubfcribe  my  name  to  univerlal  fufFrage  ;  very 
well,  fays  he,  then  you  mult  give  it  up  ;  and  we  had  no  more 
converfation  on  the  lubjecl. 

j|>:  Had  you  any  more  converfation  after  that  ? 

A*  Not  after  that. 

£.   After  that  you  had  not  the  fame  kind  of  communication  ? 

^  A.  No, 
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J.  No,  I  had  not. 

JP.  How  long  was  this  before  Mr.  Yorke  left  She/Held  ? 

A.   About  three  weeks  before. 

j^.  Do  you  remember  the  meeting  in  the  month  of  May  in 
Sheffield,  in  the  open  air  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£>.  Were  you  prefent  at  the  time  of  that  meeting  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£>.  Was  Mr.  Yorke  there  ? 

Yl.  Yes,  he  was. 

j^.  Did  Mr.  Y^orke  make  a  fpeech  there  ? 

A.    Yes,  he  fpok.e  to  a  confiderable  large  company. 

jp.  Did  you  hear  any  part  of  his  Ipeech  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  heard  a  good  deal  of  it. 

£jK   After  that  meeting  did  you  go  to  fee  Mr-  Gale  at  all  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  faw  Mr.  Gale  after  that. 

i^.  Had  you  any  converfation  with  Mr.  Gale  or  Mr.  Yorke 
about  thefe  fhafts  you  had  made,  about  being  paid  for  them  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J$>.  Were  you  paid  for  them  ? 

A.  No. 

£K-  Who  did  Mr.  Yorke  bid  you  to  apply  to  for  the  payment  ? 

A.  He  did  not  fay  who  I  was  to  apply  to. 

j^.  Did  you  make  them  for  fale  ? 

A   Yes.' 

j^.  Did  any  perfon  buy  anv. 

A.  No. 

j-j*.  Yrou  have  been  telling  me  you  had  only  fome  private  con- 
verfation with  Mr.  Y"orke,  but  he  had  many  other  conversations 
that  were  not  private  with  you  j  you  have  c  ft  n  heard  him  con- 
verfe  with  other  perfons  when  you  have  been  prefent  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have,  when  I  have  been  along  with  him. 

j^.  What  have  you  heard  him  fay  on  this  fubject  of  arms  at 
any  time  :  who  are  the  perfons  you  have  icei\  him  with  :  do  you 
know  Mr.  Davidfon? 

A.  Yes, 

j^   Did  you  ever  fee  him  with  him  ? 

A.  No. 

i^.  Have  you  ever  heard  Mr.  Davidfon  fay  any  thing  re- 
fpecting  arms  ? 

A.  He  was  a  cuvtomer  of  mine  in  the  hair-dreffin 
and  vve  have  fpoke  together  about  them  ? 

$K  Tell  us  what  part  Mr.  Davidfon  took  ? 

A.   Mr.  Davidfon  did  not  give  me  to  underfj 
were  any  particular  order  given,  only  that  the  peopl 
began  to  call  out  for  them  ;  they  thought  Ehey  ;er„ 

3  G  That 
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jf>.  That  Mr.  Davidfon  told  you? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  You  know  nothing  yourfelf :  you  meant  to  keep  one  for 
your  own  defence  ;  that  was  what  you  underilood  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J3K  Had  you  any  of  the  books,  as  a  delegate  of  this  fociety  ? 

A  Yes. 

j^.  They  are  not  here,  I  underfland  ? 

A.  No,  i  believe  not. 

George  Widdison — crofs-examined  by  Mr,  Erskine. 

i£.  You  feem  a  decent  fort  of  man,  you  was  two  years  a 
member  of  that  fociety  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£$.  And  till  within  four  weeks  of  the  time  you  have  been 
fpeaking  of,  you  have  been  of  the  fame  opinion,  1  believe,  with 
the  reft  of  the  fociety,  for  univerfal  fuffiraga  ? 

A.  I  was. 

j9.  Was  vou  a  friend  of  your  King  5 

A.  Ye?,  undoubtedly,  and  the  Queen  both. 

Q.  As  far  as  ycu  could  collect,  from  the  converfation  and 
behaviour  of  thofe  that  you  were  two  years  connected  with,  did 
they  appear  as  fuch  that  loved  the  King  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  genen-1. 

§>.  As  an  honed  man,  would  you  have  continued  two  years 
in  that  fociety,  if  you  conceived  them  as  people  not  loving  the 
King  ? 

A.  No. 

«(,X  Then  you  did  not  think  univerfal  fufrrage  were  repugnant 
to  the  love  of  your  King  ? 

A.  No,  not  at  that  time. 

J2>.  Who  was  the  people  that  you  and  your  fociety  copied 
after  in  your  ideas  of  univerfal  fuffVagc  ? 

A.  The  plan  we  firft  went  upon  was  the  Duke  of  Richmond's 
plan  of  univerfal  fufrrage. 

Q.  Then  you  underilood,  and  the  fociety  underflood,  that 
what  the  Duke  of  Richmond  had  faid,  was  your  plan  j  had  you 
any  of  the  publications  of  the  Duke's  at  that  time  ? 

A.  Yes. 

4*.  Do  you  know  of  a  letter  to  Colonel  Sharman? 

J.  Yes,  I  do. 

j$K  No  matter  whether  it  is  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  or  not : 
was  it  ever  read  in  the  fociety  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  has. 

£\    Did  you  ever  hear  it  read  ? 

A.    Yes,   feveral  times ;    and  I  think  once  or  twice  in  the 

fociety*  *  - 

9.  Was 
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i^.  Was  it  generally  approved  of  ? 
A.  Yes,  it  was  at  the  time  we  adopted  it. 
Jj?.  Look  at  that  {the  Duke  of  Ricbmvid's  letter  to  Colonel 
S  barman  /hewn  bim),  mould  you  recollect  it  if  I  ftpuld  read 
this  part  to  you; — this,  for  inftance — cc  The  fubject  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  is  that,  which  of  all  others,  in  my  opinion, 
moll  deferves  the  attention  of  the  public,  as  I  conceive  it  would 
include  every  other  advantage  which  a  nation  can  with  ;  and  I 
have  no  hefitation  in  faying,  that  from  every  confederation  which 
J  b.2ve  been  able  to  give  to  this  great  qutllion,  that  for  many 
years  has  occupied  my  mind,  and  from  every  day's  experience 
to  the  prefent  hour,  I  am  more  and  more  convinced,  that  the 
reftoring  the  right  of  voting  univerfally,  to  every  man  not  inca- 
pacitated by  nature  for  want  of  reafon,  or  by  law,  for  the  corn- 
million  of  crimes,  together  with  annual  elections,  is  the  only 
Reform  that  can  be  effectual  and  permanent." — That  is  it, 
is  it  not  ? 

J.   Yes. 

j^.  Now  I  ask  you,  upon  you  oath,  as  far  as  you  underftood 
(what  paffes  in  the  heart  of  man  you  cannot  tell),  but  as  far  as 
you  underftood  from  the  converfatiGn  of  the  people  with  whom 
you  affociated,  did  it  appear  to  you,  and  did  they  exprefs  them-r 
felves  that  this  was  their  obi  eel:  i 

A.  Yes. 

£K  Did  it  appear  to  you  that  there  was  any  difpofition  in 
thofe  with  whom  you  affociated  to  compel  this  by  force  of  arms  ? 

A.  I  never  underftood  it  fo. 

J$K  Was  it  from  any  thing  of  that  fort  that  you  left  them,  or 
was  it  that  you  thought  univerfal  fuffrage  was  not  fo  good 
a  plan  ? 

A.  I  d  d  not  think  the  people's  minds  were  prepared  for  it. 

i^.  Do  you  think  if  the  people's  minds  were  prepared  flill, 
that  that  is  the  proper  plan  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay,  I  did  hope  at  firft  that  it  would  be  brought 
about  without  any  cenfufion. 

£>j  Was  you  a  member  at  the  time  they  fent  a  delegate  to  the 
Convention  of  Scotland  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  was  at  that  time,  and  fome  time  afterwards. 

Q.  Did  you  think  you  was  dohg-  any  harm  when  you  con- 
fented  to  the  fending  of  that  delegate  ? 

A.  I  did  not  content,  but  if  I  had  ]  fhould  not  conceive  I 
was  doing  any  harm  ;  I  was  rather  too  late,  or  elfe  I  fhould  have 
given  my  confent. 

£K  What  was  the  Convention  to  do  ? 

A.  I  never  underftood  that  they, had  any  objeSt  in  view  but 
3  G   2  drawing 
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drawing  up  an  Addrefs  to  the  NatioR,  and  then  an  Addrefs  to  the 
Parliament,  or  fome  part  of  the  government. 

i^.  Do  you  remember  any  thing  that  was  faid  about  the  expe- 
diency of  petitioning  Parliament,  from  private  bodies  of  men  ? 

A.  I  do  not  underftand  what  you  mean  by  private  bodies  of 
men  ;  it  is  in  public  bodies  that  we  talked  of  petitioning. 

Lord  Prefident.  You  are  not  to  put  the  very  queftion  into  his 
mouth,  ex    <:  on  a  crofs-examination. 

Vine.  It  has  been  ufual  in  crofs-examinations. 

Lord  1    j>  knt.    Examine  him  fo  as   he  may-fpeak  his  own 

WO:    '.. 

Mr  E  sktne.  Was  it  ever  exprefTed,  or  did  you  gather 
it  from  any  thing  that  paffed  In  your  prefence  in  the  fociety, 
previous  to  the  fending,  and  at  the  time  of  fending  down  the 
delegates  to  Scotland,  did  you  fuppofe  they  were  to  aflume  the 
functions  of  Parliament,  and  be  a  Parliament  ? 

A,   By  no  means. 

j^  Did  you  ever  underftand,  or  from  what  you  heard  from 
others  that  were  connected  with  you  ;  did  you  ever  underftand 
that  that  v/as  the  conception  of  this  plan  ? 

A.   No,   I  never  underftood  it  {q. 

J$K  Would  you  have  been  a  party  to  the  plan  if  you  thought 
it  had  been  their  plan  ? 

A.  I  hope  not. 

j^.  Do  you  confider  them,  and  did  you  confider  them,  to  be 
people  attached  to  their  King,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  their 
own  freedom  ? 

A.  Mod  certainly. 

i^  You  confidered  then  and  confider  ftill,  the  major  part  of 
the  iociety  as  perfons  attached  to  the  King  ? 

A.  Yes,  beraufe  1  look  upon  it  that  the  prefervation  of  the 
King's,  and  the  liberties  of  the  fubjec"t,  are  infeparable  ;  that  is 
the  idea  the  people  had  of  it. 

£K  Are  you  fpeaking  now  your  own  fentiments  ? 

A.  Yes,  not  only  mine,  but  what  I  underftood  was  the  fenti- 
ments of  tbofe  I  was  aflbciated  with  j  I'  always  underftood  it  in 
that  light. 

j^.  Was  there  any  talk  of  arming  for  the  purpofe  of  attacking 
the  laws  that  are  under  his  Majefty's  execution  ? 

A.  No.  , 

i^.  Was  there  any  thing  faid  in  your  fociety  about  attacking 
the  King's  Adajefty  and  putting  down  the  laws,  or  altering  the 
government  ? 

A.  No. 

&K  What  was  faid  about  armc,  was  faid  publicly  in  the 
■focktVj  at  the  time  the  hand-bill  came  out  ? 

A.  I  do 
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A.  I  don't  know  that,  I  never  was  prefent  when  arms  were 
mentioned. 

4j>.  When  you  made  a  pike  for  yourfelf  what  did  you  make 
it  for  ? 

A.  To  defend  myfelf  if  it  fhould  be  neceffary. 

ip.  What  made  you  collect  about  that  time,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceffary for  you  to  have  arms  for  your  defence  \ 

A.  Becaufe  there  was  not  fo  good  an  understanding  between 
the  two  parties  as  there  had  .been. 

j9.  Who  do  you  mean  by  the  two  parties  ? 

A.  Thofe  who  were  for  univerfal  fuffrage,  and  the  other, 
thofe  who  oppofed  it. 

£K  Had  you  any  intention,  when  you  made  that  pike,  to  de- 
fend yourfelf  againft  the  magiftracy  of  the  country? 

A.  No,  only  againft  thofe  people  who  might  come  without 
any  legal  authority  from  the  magiftrates. 

j^.  From  what  you  know  of  the  fentiments  of  the  other  per- 
fons  in  that  fociety,  did  ic  appear  to  you  that  that  was  the  general 
notion  I 

A.  I  always  underftood  it  to  be  fo ;  we  have  been  often 
threatened  in  many  companies  that  we  have  been  in, 

jp.   Have  you  been  threatened  with  perlbnal  violence  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  various  companies  ;  I  have  heard  them  remarlc, 
thofe  that  were  looked  upon  as  arifrocrats,  faid,  that  if  any  inva- 
fion  fhould  take  place  in  this  country,  in  cafe  any  thing  was  to 
happen,  that  the  fzrffc  thing  they  would  do  would  be  to  deftroy 
their  enemies  at  home  firft,  and  then  join  the  French. 

6K  What  anfwer  did  you  make  to  that  ? 

A.  Several  times  I  have  faid,  I  hoped  that  was  not  the  gene- 
ral opinion,  if  it  was  we  fhould  be  under  the  necefiity  of  pre- 
paring for  it,  by  arming  ourfelves  in  our  defence. 

£K  Then  you  and  thofe  that  you  were  afluciated  with,  were 
difpofed  to  the  government  and  conftitution  of  your  country  ? 

A.  Yes. 

i^.  Who  did  you  fay  would  make  the  attack  ? 

A.  The  ariftocratic  part ;  they  faid  they  would  follow  the 
example  of  the  French,  and  make  an  attack  upon  our  afib- 
ciates. 

j^.  For  any  thing  that 'you  know  paffed  in  your  fociety,  was 
there  any  thing  faid  againft  the  Lords  Houfe  of  Parliament  ? 

A.  No,  that  very  rarely  formed  any  part  of  our  converfation. 
The  only  treatife  1  faw  was  written  by  Major  Cartwright, 
who  propofed  an  alteration  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  filling  them 
up  by  election,  but  I  never  underftood  that  there  was  any  regu- 
lation formed  with  refpect  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

J>.  Now 
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4>.  Now  upon  the  whole,  am  I  to  understand  you,  that  you 
continue  yourfelf  to  be  attached  to  the  King  and  conftitution  ? 

A,  Yes,  both. 

Q.  You  talk  of  Mr.  Yorke  j  you  fay  you  faw  Mr.  Yorke 
once  when  he  was  drunk  ? 

A.  No,  he  was  not  drunk,  but  he  was  not  fo  fober  as  I  have 
feen  him,  becaufe  he  is  a  very  fober  man. 

j^  Now,  with  the  exception  of  that  time,  how  did  he  con- 
duel:  himfelf  at  thofe  meetings  with  regard  to  conversation  ? 

A.  He  generally  conducted  himfelf  very  well  as  to  what  I  faw 
of  him  ;  he  ufed  to  get  a  little  warm  in  converfation  now  and 
then. 

Mr.  Bower.  I  obferved  that  you  faid,  that  in  general  you 
thought  people  who  were  for  annual  parliaments  and  univerfai 
fuffrage  were  well  arretted  to  the  King ;  you  laid  you  thought 
fo  in  general  ? 

A.   Yes. 

j^.  You  heard  Mr.  Yorke's  fpeecb  at  Cavlle-hill ;  upon  hear- 
ing that  fpeech  did  you  think  he  was  one  of  thofe  perfons  who 
were  well  affected  to  the  King  ? 

A.  I  never  had  reafon  to  believe  otherwife. 

$K  Did  vou  ever  know  any  thing  of  a  communication  be- 
tween Davidfon,  and  the  fociety  in  London,  about  arms  ? 

A  I  never  knew  it  till  1  faw  a  letter  published  in  a  newf* 
paper  in  May  laft. 

4>.  Was  that  published  at  Sheffield  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  a  London  newfpaper. 

£K  Till  that  time  you  never  knew  there  had  been  any  com- 
munication with  the  London  Correfponding  Society  about 
arms  ? 

A.  Never. 

J^.  You  never  knew  that  they  had  any  other  object  but  fo 
form  a  meeting  that  (ho^ld  petition  Parliament,  that  was  what 
you  underftood  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Was  you  prefent  when  the  thanks  of  the  Sheffield  Society 
were  voted  to  Mr.  Paine  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  was  a  member. 

J^.  Was  you  prefent  when  the  vote  was  given  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j3.  Had  you  read  Mr.  Paine's  books  then  ? 

A.  Yes. 

$.  Then  I  may  take  it  that  you  are  of  opinion  after  reading 
thde  books,  that  the  thanks  to  this  man  were  given  by  people 
who  were  well  affecled  to  the  King  and  Conflitution  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Bower.  Very  well,  then  I  will  trouble  you  with  na 
more  quefliona. 

Henry  Hill  fworn — exumined  by  Mr.  Law. 

j|\  Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  At  Sheffield, 

J^j  What  are  you  ? 

J.  A  cutler. 

£>.  Was  you  at  any  time  a  member  of  the  Conftitutional 
Society  of  that  place  ? 

A.  \res,  as  foon  as  it  was  inftituted,  the  fecond  or  third  night 
of  its  meeting. 

fi  In  what  year  ? 
In   the  year    1792,  I  believe  March,  I  cannot  be  pofi- 
tive. 

j^i   How  long  did  you  continue  a  member  of  that  fociety  ? 

A,   Very  near  twelve  months. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  during  the  time  you  was  a  member 
of  that  fociety,  that  fociety  being  vifited  by  Mr.  Yorke  ? 

A.  Yes,  once.  . 

j^.  Do  you  remember  when  that  was  I 

A-  I  think  it  was  in  the  year  1792. 

jp:  Do  you  remember  the  meeting  at  the  Caftle-hill  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J^.  When  was  that? 

A.  In  April  laft,   1794. 

j^.  Do  you  remember  the  lecture  on  the  faft-day  ? 

A.  Yes. 

f.  That  was  in  February,  1794  ? 
Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  after  that  lecture  had  been  given  on 
the  faft-day,  any  converfation  about  preparing  arms  in  the 
town  of  Sheffield  ? 

A.  Not  for  fome  time  after  that. 

£>.  Do  you  remember  a  meeting  of  the  7th  of  April,  1794  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  About  that  time  was  any  converfation  prevalent  in  tbe 
town  about  providing  yourfelves  with  arms  ? 

A.   Yes, 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Davidfon  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  he  ? 

A.  A  printer,  he  worked  at  Mr.  Gale's. 
'  gK  Mr.  Yorke  lodged  at  Mr.  Gale's,  did  not  he  at  one  time  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  that. 

£K  Had  you  about  that  time  any  application  from  Mr.  Da- 
vidfon to  make  fome  blades  for  pikes,  for  him  ,? 

A.  Yes. 
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A.  Yes. 

^.  When  was  that? 

A.   In  the  beginning  of  April. 

Qj  Did  he  order  any  particular  number  ? 

A.  No. 

£K  What  orders  did  he  give  you  refpc&ing  the  making  of 
them,   and  the  fize  or  number  ? 

A.  As  to  fize,  he  brought  a  bayonet  to  me  to  make  a  pat- 
tern by,  I  went  and  made  one,  and  he  approved  of  it. 

£K  Did  Davidfon  tell  you  where  you  was  to  get  the  iron  ; 
did  you  take  it  upon  his  account,  or  on  your  own  account  ? 

A.  On  his  account. 

Q   Who  was  to  pay  you  for  the  workmanfhip  of  it  ? 

A.   Mr.  Davidfon. 

.f>.  Whether  the  pike  was  approved  by  Mr.  Davidfon  or 
not? 

A.  He  did  approve  of  it. 

£K'  Did  you  carry  that  to  Mr.  Carnage's  at  any  time  ? 

A.  Yes. 

<%>.  Did  you  meet  Mr.  Yorke  ever  at  Mr.  Carnage's  ? 

A.  No,  Mr.  Davidfon  defired  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Yorke. 

$K  Did  you  go  to  him  ? 

A.  Yes,  we  had  very  little  to  fay  j  when  I  went  to  him  he 
had  juft  received  an  account  of  Mr.  Walker's  trial  at  Man- 
chefter,  and  he  was  fo  overjoyed  that  he  had  very  little  to  fay 
about  the  blade  that  I  fhewed  him,  not  then. 

^.  What  was  he  fo  overjoyed  about  ? 

A.  Mr.  Walker  being  cleared  of  that  indictment. 

j9.  Did  you  ever  fee  him  with  one  afterwards,  properly 
mounted  upon  a  fhaft  in  his  hand  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J9.  When  was  that  ? 

A.  Some  time  after,  perhaps  a  fortnight,  or'  a  week,  I  can- 
not fay  which. 

£).  Did  he  make  any  obfervation  on  the  pike  fo  prepared  and 
mounted  ? 

A.  He  faid  as  little  as  poffible,  there  were  fome  girls  there3 
and  he  pretended  to  give  the  girls  a  pufh  with  it. 

£K   What  orders  had  you  ? 

A.  When  Davidfon  fir  ft  ordered  me,  I  was  to  make  them  as 
faft  as  I  found  employment. 

j^>.  To  what  number  did  you  go  on  making  ? 

A.  To  one  hundred  and  twenty  or  ihirty,  or  fome  where 
thereabouts. 

J^>.  Did  Mr.  Davidfon  pay  you  for  them  ? 
Ay  He  paid  me  for  fome. 

£.  Did. 
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Q.  Did  Davidfon  take  up  the  whole  of  that  hundred  and 
thirty  ? 

A.  Yes. 

S>.  Where  ufed  you  to  carry  them  to  when  ycu  had  made 
them  ? 

A.  Sometimes  I  took  them  to  my  own  lodgings,  and  (brae- 
times  to  William  Carnage's; 

Q  And  did  you  deliver  them  to  Mr,  Davidfon  at  i\:r.  Ca- 
mage's  ? 

A.  Yes,  fometimes,  when  he  was  there. 

J^.   What  did  he  give  you  for  the  workmanfhip  ? 

A.  Two-peace  a-piece;  * 

£K   You  law  Davidfon's  letter  to  the  prifoner  at  th?  bar  ? 
1  A.  Yes,  1  heard  him  read  it. 

j^.  Did  he  (ay  any  thing  that  he  expected  any  derraidj  any 
order  from  any  other  quarter,  from  London,  or  any  other  place 
for  pikes  of  the  fame  fort. 

A.  Yes,  that  was  what  he  faid,  that  he  did  not  know  bur 
there  might  be  the  fame  need  of  them  in  London  as  there  was  iu 
Sheffield. 

£K  What  did  you  underftand  to  be  the  purpofe  that  might 
make  them  neceflary  both  in  London  and  in  Sheffield  ? 

A.  To  a  dr.  on  the  defenfive  in  cafe  they  were  attacked  by  an 
unlawful  fet  of  men. 

j^.  They  were  fent  to  the  fecretary  of  the  Correfpanding 
Society  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  to  whom  the  letter  was  directed. 

Q  By  whom  did  you  expect,  to  be  attacked? 

A,  By  the  oppohte  party  that  there  is  in  Sheffield, 

£K  But  who  was  to  attack  them  in  London  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  any  thing  about  it  5  but  I  fuppcfe  that  they 
might  be  attacked  by  the  fame  fort  of  people  as  in  Sheffield. 

JjK  How  foon  after  you  had  made  thefe  hundred  and  twenty 
pikes  for  Mr  Davidfon,  did  he  leave  Sheffield? 

A.  I  think  it  was  about  the  middle  of  May  he  went  away, 
but  i  cannot  recollect  rightlv. 

Henry  Hill  crois  examined  by  Mr.  Gibbs, 

j^  You  fay  you  were  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  So- 
ciety from  the  fir  ft  time  they  came  together  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J^.  1  fuppofe  you  would  not  have  been  a  member  of  it  if  you 
had  not  fuppofed  them  to  be  faithful  to  the  King  ? 

A    Moft  certainly  not. 

■JSJjjf  Had  you  any  views  in  becoming  a  member  of  this  fo- 
ciety,  any  intention  of  difplacing  the  King  from  his  throne  ? 

3  H  A.  1  never 
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A.  I  never  had,  I  never  heard  a  fyllable  of  it  in  Sheffield. 

i^.  Doj^ou  fuppofe  that  was  the  idea  of  any  of  the  members  ? 

A.  No.  I  never  heard  them  declare  that  it  was,  for  any  thing 
I  ever  faw  by  them,  they  appeared  to  be  friendly  to  the  King  j 
I  never  faw  any  thing  to  make  me  to  think  to  the  contrary. 

i^.   What  was  the  Reform  they  wifhed  to  be  brought  about  ? 

A.  A  more  equal  reprefentation  in  the  Commons  Houfe  of 
Parliament. 

ij\   Whofe  plan  of  Reform  in  Parliament  did  they  follow  ? 

A.  They  followed  the  Duke  of  Richmond's,  as  I  underitood, 
there  were  a  number  of  thefe  letters  distributed  in  Sheffield. 

«%'•  Did  you  hear  the  members  of  the  fociety  fay  they  followed . 
the  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  heard  that  fpoken  of  feveral  times  in  com- 
pany. 

j^,.  There  were  fome  pikes  prepared  at  Sheffield,  what  was 
the  reafon  of  your  preparing  them  ? 

A.  By  the  oppofite  party  ufing  fuch  threats,  even  in  the  houfe 
where  I  lodge  ;  they  have  come  at  the  dead  of  the  night  and  in- 
fulted  us  when  we  have  been  in  bed,  and  fvvore  they  would  pull 
down  the  houfe  and  burn  it,  and  calling  us  Jacobines  and  Le- 
vellers, and  calling  the  houfe  Jacobine-hall,  becaufe  the  fociety 
ufed  fometimes  to  meet  there. 

j^.  And  had  you  actual  reafon  to  apprehend  danger  ? 

A.  Yes,  by  their  threats,  they  even  {hot  into  people's  houfes. 
An  armed  fet  of  people  that  makes  a  parade  in  the  ftreet,  one 
night  fhot  under  a  perfon's  door,  as  they  were  going  home 
about  twelve  o'clock  ;  they  were  a  fet  of  people  that  procured 
arms  and  paraded  the  Streets  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  they  went 
and  paraded  the  Streets  when  any  great  victory  was  gained. 

A.  Was  it  this  fort  of  conduct  and  thefe  threats  that  induced 
you  firSr.  to  prepare  arms  ? 

A.   No  other  reafon  in  the  world. 

j^.  Had  you,  or  any  of  the  people  of  Sheffield,  in  view,  the 
attacking  the  magistracy  of  the  country  in  procuring  thefe  arms? 

A.   Far  from  it. 

i^.   Where  they  meant  merely  for  your  own  defence  ? 

A.  Merely  for  Self-defence,  for  no  other  purpofe  that  ever  I 
kneu  of. 

Mr.  LavQ.  Before  you  procured  thefe  pikes  for  )^our  felf-de- 
fence, did  it  never  occur  to  you  to  mention  to  Mr.  Wilkm- 
fon,  the  magiftrate,  or  the  other  magistrate,  that  you  were  in 
danger  ? 

A,  No  never  to  my  knowledge. 

£>.  Did  you  complain  of  the  danger  you  were  in  to  any  one 
perlbn  you  can  name  ? 

A.   No, 
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A.  No,  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  complaint  to  the 
ma:>iftrates  or  any  other  pcrfon. 

§>.  You  have  laid  you  were  well  affecSted  to  the  King,  and 
you  had  no  objection  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  only  to  effect 
a  Reform  in  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament;  was  vou  pre- 
fent  when  a  vote  of  thanks  was  voted  Mr.  Paine  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  any  thing  about  that ;  I  was  not  prei'ent. 

i^.  Did  you  never  hear  of  it  ? 

a:,  no. 

Robert  Moody  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Garrow. 
i?.   I  beheve  you  was  a  joiner  at  Sheffield  ? 
A'.  Yes. 

£K  Was  you  a  member  of  the  Conflitutional  Society,  as  it 
is  called,  at  that  place  ? 

A.  Yes,  but  I  had  not  been  a  regular  member  more  than  a 
year  before  I  was  apprehended 

j^.  Befides  the  meeting  of  the  fociety,  had  they  any  meet- 
ings called  diftrict  meetings  ? 
A.  Yes. 

j^.  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Henry  Yorke  ? 
A.  Yes,  I  have  feen  him  at  fome  of  the  public  meetings. 
Q  Did  you  ever  fee  him  ailing  at  any  of  the  meetings  ? 
A.  He  has  acted  as  an  orator  in  fpeakirtg. 
i^-  Did  you  ever  fee  him  act  as  chairman  ? 
A.  Yes. 

i^.  You  fay  you  have  feen  him  act  as  an  orator.  Where 
did  you  fee  him  r 

A,  At  the  Caftle-Hill. 

<$K  How  many  perfons  might  have  been  prefent  at  that  time, 
at  the  Caftle-Hill  ? 

A.  I  fuppofe  not  fewer  than  ten  thoufand. 
£>j  Upon  that  occafion  you  heard  Mr.  Yorke  fpeaking  to' 
the  perfons  affembled  ? 
A,   Yes. 

^.  Was  you  near  enough  to  hear  and  collect  diftinctly  the 
fubftance  of  what  he  faid  ? 
A.  No,  I  was  at  a  diftance. 
iP.  Did  you  ftay  till  thebufinefs  was  concluded  ? 
A.  Yes. 

j^.  In  what  way  did  Mr.  Yorke  return  from  the  meeting  to 
his  own  apartment  ? 

A.  There  was  a  coach  brought  for  him,  and  when  he  had 
done,  the  horfes  were  taken  out,  and  the  populace  drew  him 
home. 

Q  Did  you  fee  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Carnage  there  ? 

2  H  2  A.  Yes, 
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J.  Yes,  he  read  fotne  refolutions  which  I  afterwards  faw 
publifhed  in  the  Sheffield  paper. 

jP-.  Where  thefe  refolutions  printed  by  Mr.  Gale? 

J.  Yes.  . 

.9.  Did  Mr.  Eroomhead  a&  as  fecretary  to  that  meeting  ? 

A.  Yes. 

jp.  Did  you,  after  that,  fee  Mr.  Carnage  upon  a  vifit  to  your 

fnop  r 

jf.  Yes,  he  was  at  my  fhop  once  or  twice  ;  he  brought  five 
or  fix  pike  blades,  and  dehred  me  to  make  three  dozen  of 
handles. 

jp.  Who  came  with  him  ? 

y>\  1  cannot  fay  who  it  was,  there  was  a  perfon  with  him. 
&>.   How  many  blades  might  Carnage  bring  to  your  fhop  in 
the  whole,  to  put  into  handles  ? 

A.  Three  dozen  fhafts  ordered,  and  there  were  blades  brought 
for  them. 

jp.  Did  you  learn  from  Mr.  Carnage  what  the  purpofe  was 
for  which  thefe  pikes  were  to  be  made  ? 
■A.  No. 

jp  Did  you  know  in  the  fociety  who  were  the  perfons  that 
wreie  to  furnifh  the  pikes  to  the  fociety  ? 

A.  I  never  knew  who  they  were  for  ;  I  underftood  that  Mr. 
Davidfon  was  to  take  them  fioai  me,  fo  that  1  was  to  have  ready 
money  as  1  did  my  work, 

3.  Did  you  learn  from  any  members  of  the  fociety,  for  what 
purpofe  thefe  pikes  were  to  be  made  •? 

A.  I  underftood,  from  what  I  could  collecl:,  that  they  were 
for  felf-  defence. 

jp.   Againft  whom  ? 
'  A.    Againft  perfons  who  might  illegally  attack  them,  for  the 
oppofite  party  ;    they  met  frequently  in  large  bodies,   and  thefe 
people  faid  we  fhould  be  difperfed. 
3.  Who  faid  fo  ? 

A.  Many  faid  fo  of  the  oppofite  party,  and  how  far  they  might 
get  a  juftice  of  peace  to  give  them  authority;  and,  if  they  had 
tliade  an  application  to  a  inagiitrate,  a  little  matter  would  have 
done  it. 

jP.    There  had  been  a  rumour,    you  fay,    that  the  oppofite 
party  had  faid  they  would  difperfe  you,  that  they  faid  they  would 
apply  to  a  magilfrate,  that  a  little  matter  would  i.\o  it,  and  on 
this  arms  were  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  cafe  of  any  fueti  attack  ? 
A.  Yes. 

jp.  Now,  Sir,  do  you  recollecl:  any  convcrfation  about  the 
this  lirrc,  in  any  of  your  public  meetings,  with  refpect  to  any  of 
the  a -goons  that  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield  ? 

A.  I  remember 
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A.  I  remember  fo  far  it  was  faid  that  the  dragoons 

iP.  Was  it  faid  by  Mr.  Carnage,  or  any  or  the  members  of 
the  iociety  ? 

Lord  Prefident.  You  heard  that  where,  or  by  what  people  ? 

A.  Some  people  in  the  town,  I  cannot  fay  by  who;  it  might 
be  true,  or  it  might  be  falfe. 

Mr.  Garrow.  To  which  of  thefe  meetings  did  the  conver- 
fation  apply  ;  did  it  apply  to  the  meeting  at  the  Caftle-hill  ? 

Lcrd  Prefident.  The  object  is  to  fee  at  what  meeting  it  paft. 

Mr.  Garrow.  Previous  to  the  meeting  on  Caftle-hill,  how 
long  had  there  been  any  converfation  about  dragoons  ?     ~ 

A,   I  know  of  none  before. 

j|\  Now,  after  the  meeting  on  Caftle-hill,  did  you  hear  from 
Mr.  Carnage,  or  any  body  elfe  in  the  fociety,  any  converfation 
relative  to  the  dragoons  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield  ? 

A.    I  do  not  know  who  I  heard  it  of. 

£>.  From  Mr.  Broomhead  ? 

A  No. 

3.  From  Mr.  Davidfon  ? 

A.  No. 

^   From  Mr.  Gale  ? 

A.  No. 

£>.  Were  the  dragoons  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sheffield  ? 

A.  They  were. 

j^.  Did  you  at  any  time,  at  Mr.  Carnage's,  fee  any  leaden 
inftrument,  or  model  of  an  inftrument  ? 

A.   Yes. 

Q.  What  was  it  called  ? 

A.  It  was  what  was  called  at  the  Privy-Council  a  night-cat ; 
it  was  there  called  a  cat. 

£K  What  palled  at  the  time  that  cat  was  {hewn  in  Mr. 
Carnage's  fhop  ? 

At  It  was  lying  in  the  window,  and  I  took  it  up  and  asked 
what  was  the  ufe  of  it,  and  he  faid  it  was  an  inftrument  that  was 
or  might  be  made  ufe  of  to  throw  in  the  ftreets,  which  would 
lay  pointed  upwards  to  prevent  horfes  travelling  in  the  ftreets. 

£K  Did  it  feem  to  you  that  the  inftrument  was  well-enough 
calculated  to  anfwer  that  purpofe  ? 

A.  I  thought  it  might. 

£>.  Throw  it  any  way  it  prefented  a  point  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J^-  Where  was  it  that  he  ftated  fuch  an  inftrument  had  been 
Ufed? 

A.  He  never  told  me  any  fuch  thing  that  it  had  been  ufed. 

i^>.  You  faid  it  was  an  inftrument  that  might  or  had  been 
ufed  to  throw  in  the  ftreet  to  prevent  horfes  travelling  alono-  ? 

A,  Yes, 

g.  Did 
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j^.  Did  he  name  any  town  in  the  courfe  of  that  converfation  ? 
A.  No. 

^.    Who  was  prefent  befides  Carnage,   at  the  time  that  he 
pr dented  it  to  you  ? 
A.   Nobody. 

J^.   At  any  time  when  you  was  in  Carnage's  fhop,   did  yo\i 
ever  Tee  any  blades  for  pikes  brought  by  any  body  ? 
A.  Ye?,  I  once  faw  a  few,  perhaps  fix  or  eight. 
J$K  Did  you  fee  any  pike  complete  at  Mr.  Carnage's,  at, any 
time,  like  that  at  the  other  end  of  the  Court — bring  it  ? 
A.  I  never  faw  only  thofe  that  I  made  the  fhafts  for. 
j^.  (It  was  brought  forward)   Is  that   the  fort   of  instrument 
t  you  made  ? 
A.  Yes. 

j^.  What  is  the  fhaft  made  of  ? 
A.  Deal. 

Q  That  is  not  &od  ? 
A.  No. 

j9.  Nor  loaded  ? 
■A.  No,  nothing  but  the  deal. 

£K  Do  you  remember  Mr.  Davidfon  making  application  to 
you  refpe&ing  letters  ? 

A,  Yes,  I  remember  his  asking  me  for  a  letter  or  two  to  be 
directed  to  me  ;  I  told  him  he  might,  I  had  no  objection,  but 
I  never  had  any  come  to  my  hands. 

i^.  That  blade  fits  in  at  the  top,  or  takes  out  occafionally  ;• 
does  it  not  ? 

A.  No,  it  is  faft  in  ;  it  fattens  in  the  hoop. 
^    I  do  not  know  whether  you  know  of  Davidfon's  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  upon  pike 
blades  r 
A.  No. 

i^.  How  long  had  Mr.  Davidfon  come  from  Leeds  to 
Sheffield  ? 

A.  J  fuppofe  about  two  months,  I  had  not  known  him  longer, 
however. 

Rob  ert  Moody — crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Erskine. 
J^.    If  I  underftand   you  right,    Mr.  Davidfon  had  written 
fome  letter  or  letters,   you  knew  nothing  of  them;    but  if  any 
anfwers  were  to  come  to  thofe  letters,  they  were  to  come  to 
your  hands  ? 
A.  Yes. 

i^.  None  ever  came  to  your  hands  ? 
A.  Never. 

J9.  How  long  were  you  a  member  of  that  fociety  ? 
A.  A  year, 

<?.  Do 
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&K  Do  you  remember  the  time  the  delegate  went  ? 

A.  No. 

Q  What  was  this  cat,  a  little  thing  or  a  large  thing  ? 

A.  The  points  were  about  an  inch  long,  it  might  ltand  an, 
inch  and  a  half  high. 

j^.   Was  ever  any  made  from  that  model  that  you  know  of? 

A,  I  never  faw  ncr  heard  of  any. 

J^.  Was  this  concealed  or  lying  open  ? 

A.  Lying  open  in  the  mop. 

i^.  Any  body  going  there  might  have  feen  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  they  might. 

Q.  It  was  a  model  ? 

A.  Yes. 

J^.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  order  given  to  make  any 
from  it  ? 

A.  No. 

J^.  Did  you  ever  fee  a  real  one  in  your  life  ? 

A.  No,  never. 

S$j  Did  you  frequent  the  feciety  much  ? 

A.  Not  till  the  ■  year  back,  before  I  was  brought  away  in 
cuftodv. 

&>.  During  the  time  you  was  there,  and  till  you  was  taken 
into  cuftody,  was  any  thing  faid  in'  your  prefence  or  hearing 
againft  the  King  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  any  thing  faid  againft  him. 

jS>.  Was  you  yourfelf  a  friend  to  the  King  and  Conftitution  as 
well  as  you  underftood  it  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  believe  him  to  be  a  good  man  ;  and  it  is  a  crime  to 
do  any  thing  againft  a  good  man. 

£>.  Were  the  people  with  whom  you  afibciated,  decent  well- 
behaved  people  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  always  wifhed  to  go  into  the  company  of  thofe 
who  were  better  informed  than  myfelf,  in  order  that  I  might  get 
improved. 

£j>.  You  fay  it  was  in  the  month  of  April  that  they  firft  began 
to  talk  about  thefe  pikes  ? 

A-  Yes. 

£>j  And  it  'Was  in  confequence  of  thofe  threats  that  they  were 
talked  of? 

A.   Yes. 

£K  Was  there  ever  any  thing  faid  about  thefe  pikes  till  thefe 
threats  were  ufed  ? 

A.  I  never  made  any  before. 

j^.  And  how  many  were  made  in  all  ? 

A.   I  made  two  dozen,  and  nine  or  ten. 

gK  Do  you  know  of  any  others  ? 

A.  Mr. 
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A.  Mr.  Widdifon  made  fome  handles,  I  underftoGd. 

S^j  If  you  had  believed  that  they  were  to  have  been  ufed  rof 
the  purpofe  of  making  a  wicked  attack  on  the  government  of 
the  country,  would  you  have  been  concerned  in  making  them  ? 

A.   No,  certainly  I  would  not. 

Mr.  GarroiO,  how  early  had  you  any  apprehenfion  of  thefe 
attacks  ? 

A.  Within  the  courfe  of  a  few  months  before  I  was  brought 
from  the  country. 

£).  This  gentleman  has  asked  you  about  your  apprehenfions 
of  ill  ufage  ;  t  want  to  fee  whether  I  apprehend  you  right :  were 
any  pikes  made  till  Sheffield  and  its  neighbourhood  began  to 
raife  volunteer  corps  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ? 

A.  Thefe  were  made  before. 

3.  How  Ions:  before  ? 

d.  Two  or  three  weeks,  perhaps. 

£K  You  told  me  what  you  apprehended  was,  that  a  ma- 
giftrate  would  lend  his  authority,  upon  a  little  matter,  to  dif- 
perfe  your  meetings  ? 

A,  It  might  be  that,  or  they  might  themfelves  take  upon 
themfelves  to  difperfe  us  without  the  authority  of  the  magifrrate* 

j^.    And  here,  confequently,  the  pikes  were  to  be  ufed  ? 

A.  If  it  was  neceilary. 

j9.  Now,  one  thing  more  about  this  cat :  fuppofe  a  number 
©f  thefe  were  to  have  been  made,  not  of  lead  but  of  iron,  and 
to  have  been  thrown  into  the  road,  were  they  not  moft  effectual 
instruments  to  prevent  any  cavalry  acting  \ 

A.  It  appears  fo  to  me. 
John  Edwards  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Garrovv, 

J|\  What  are  you  by  bufinefs  ? 

Jt.  A  filverfmith. 

j^.  Was  you  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
a.s  it  is  called  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Jgh  Do  you  know  the  prifoher  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Hardy  ? 

A.  Yes. 

4>.  Did  you  know  him  in  any  character  in  the  London  Cor- 
refponding Society  ? 

A.  Yes,  1  have  known  him  as  fecretary  to  the  London  Cor- 
refponding Society. 

£K  Did  you  at  any  time  receive  any  direction  from  the  pri-= 
foner  at  the  bar  to  any  perfon  at  Sheffield  ? 

A.   Yes,  I  did  receive  a  direction. 

j-^.  To  whom  is  that  direction  ? 

A-  I  cannot  recollect  the  name. 

j^.  Should  you  recoiled  the  name  if  you  was  to  hear  it  ? 

A.  I  have 
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A.  I  have  been  told  the  name  fince  I  have  been  in  cuftody, 
but  I  cannot  fwear  whether  that  w.is  the  name  or  not. 

j^.  Now,  Sir,  at  what  time  was  'hat  direction  to  fome  per- 
fon  at  Sheffield  i umilhed  to  .you  by  Mr.  Hardy  ? 

A.  It  think  it  was  in  the  month  of  April,  in  the  year  1 794. 

J^.  lor  what  purpofe  was  that  direction  given  to  }ou  by  Mr. 
Hardy,  and  what  was  to  be  fupplied  in  confequence  of  ic  from 
Sheffield  ? 

A.  i  went  one  day  to  Mr.  Hardy's,  to  his  houfe,  and  I  asked 
Mr.  Hardy  if  he  was  going  to  fend  to  Sheffield,  if  he  would  in- 
dole a  letter  from  me,  or  inform  me  of  fome  perfon  at  Shef- 
field, who  would  forge  the  blades  for  pikes. 

£K  Did  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  in  confequence  of  fome  ap- 
plication, furnifh  vou  with  a  direction  of  any  perfon  at  Sheffield  ? 

A.   Mr.  Hardy  read   part  of  a  letter  to  me,  and  gave  me  a  ' 
direction  to  a  perfon  at  Sneffield  on  a  fmall  piece  of  paper  ? 

Q  What  was  the  purport  of  that  which  he  read  to  you 
as  part  of  the  letter  from  Sheffield  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect:  the  purport  of  it  at  prefent. 

Q.  The  fubflance  of  it  ? 

A.  I  underflood  that  a  plan  had  been  formed  for  forging 
blades  for  the  people  of  Sheffield. 

JfK  This  was  upon  your  application  to  him  for  a  direction  to 
fome  body  at  Sheffield  to  make  blades  for  pikes  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  What  did  you  do  in  confequence  of  that  ? 

A.  I  fpo'ce  to  two  or  three  members  of  the  Correfponding 
Society,  and  Junderftood  that  there  were  feveral  perfons  that  would 
wifn  to  furnifh  themfelves  with  fuch  things,  and  as  fuch  I  took  it 
on  myfelf  to  go  to  Mr.  Hardy  to  know  where  I  could  get  them, 
and  who  i  could  fend  to  at  Sheffield;  and  a  meeting  was  to-' 
have  taken  place  on  Friday,  the  day  before  Mr.  Hardy  was  ap- 
prehended, at  the  Parrot  in  Green  Arbor  Court  in  the  Old 
Bailey. 

Q  For  what  purpofe  ? 

A.  Every  body  was  to  lay  down  his  money  that  wifhed  to 
have  them,  and  the  blades  weretobe  lent  from  Sheffield  to  London, 

££.  What  fum  of  money  was  to  be  laid  down  for  thole  who 
chofe  to  have  thefe  blades  fent  up  from  Sheffield  ? 

A:  One  milling  each. 

$K  Was  this  communication  with  the  prilbner  mentioned  at 
any  meeting  of  the  London  Correfponding-  Society  ? 

A.  No.  ' 

£>.  Was  it  mentioned  to  any  divifion  meeting  ? 

A.  No. 

Q  What  number  did  you  belong  to  ? 

3  I  A.  Twenty- 
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jf.  Twenty; nine. 

4*.  Was  you  prefent  at  any  time  at  No.  22  ? 

A.  Yes,  !  think  I  was. 

i^.    Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Gofling  ? 

A.  Yes. 

jp    Of  the  name  of  Hillier  ? 

A.   Yes. 

gK  Baxter  ? 

A    Yes. 

j^.  Spence? 

./.   Yes. 

Q.  What  divifion  was  Baxter  delegate  for  > 

A-   I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  he  a  delegate  for  any  of  the  divinons  of  the  Lon- 
don Correfponding  Society  ? 

A.  He  was  at  one  time. 

6K   Was  Spence  likevvife  ? 

A.  Yes. 

gK   Was  this  plan  of  fending  to  Sheffield  for  blades  of  pikes 
mentioned  to  any  of  thole  perfons  ? 

sl.  Yes,  to  Gofling,  Baxter,  Spence,  and  Hillier. 

j^.  Do  you  know  that  there  was  a  place  in  the  Borough, 
where  they  met  on  this  fubject  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  hea  d  at  a  meeting  that  there  was  a  place  where 
they  met  in  the  Borough,  but  where  I  did  not  know. 

j|\  For  what  purpofe  ? 

A.  To  learn  their  exercifc. 

£).  What  exercii'e  ? 

J.  The  ui'e  of  the  mufket. 

•'v;  ^  as  there  ailV  fubfeription  at  that  place  in  the  Borough 
where  the  ui'e  oj   the  mufket  was  learned? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  learn  from  any  of  the  members  of  the  fociety 
that  there  was  ? 

A.  Never. 

£K  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Higgins  ? 

A.  Yes 

.^.  Godwin? 

£  Yes. 

;.  •.  Where  they  members  of  the  Correfponding  Society  ? 

A.  Yes. 

$$>,  Did   you  learn  from  them,  or  either  of  them,  whether 
there  were  any  fociety  of  that  fort  that  you  have  mentioned  ? 

A,  I  unterltood  from  Godwin,  that  there  was  iuch  a  fociety, 
but  I  never  was  there. 

£>.  You  .euned  from  this  man  who  is  a  member  of  the  Lon- 
don 
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lion  Correfponding  Society,  that  thee  was  a  place  in  the  Bo- 
rough, where  they  learnt  the  ule  of  the  mulket  ? 

A.   He  told  me  fo. 

2.  Did  \ou  learn  from  him  whether  he  belonged  to  it  or 
hot? 

A.  No. 

«£?.  Did  you  learn  from  him  or  any  other  member  of  the  Lon» 
don  Correfponding  Society  where  that  (ociety  met  ? 

A.  No. 

3    Do  you  know  a  place  called  B:mdy-leg  Walk  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  of  it,  but  I  don't  know  where  it  is. 

j9.  Did  vcu  hear  from  Higgins,  Godwin,  or  any  other  mem* 
ber  of  the  iocietv,  of  any  meeting  held  at  Bandy-leg  Walk  I 

A.   No. 

i£.   Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Frankiow  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  of  him  ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  fame  di- 
vifion  I  was. 

i^;  Do  you  know  where  Frankiow  lived  ? 

A.  I  have  known  fince  that. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  What  is  faid  by  Hillier,  and  Higgins,  and  others^ 
I  conceive  is  not  evidence. 

Lord  Chief  Jufticc.  I  take  that  point  to  have  been  determined 
by  the  majority  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  Garrow.  Do  you  know  of  any  affociation  at  Lambeth  . 

A.  I  have  heard  of  it. 

^..  Did  you  hear  of  that  from  Frankiow,  or  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  ? 

A.  I  never  faw  Frankiow  till  I  was  before  the  council. 

J^.  Did  you  hear  from  any  member  of  that  affociation  ? 

A,  I  remember  there  was  fomething  faid  of  it  loon  after  I 
went  to  the  divifion,  but  by  whom  J  cannot  tell. 

<2>j  Be  fo  good  as  to  ftate  to  us  what  paffed  at  that  time  ? 

A.  ■  I  only  heard  that  there  was  a  meeting  at  Lambeth,  which 
bore  the  name  of  The  Lambeth  Loyal  AJjociation  j  that  was  all  I 
heard. 

<$j  Did  you  hear  at  that  or  any  other  meeting  of  the  fociety, 
•f  wnat  number  that  meeting  at  Franklow's  was  compofeu  ? 

A.  I  never  knew  how  many  compofed  it;  I  underftood  the 
number  was  to  be  fixty  when  it  was  full. 

£1.  For  what  purpofe  did  that  affociation  at  Lambeth  of 
Franklow's  meet  I 

A.  That  I  cannot  tell,  for  I  never  was  there. 

Q  For  what  purpofe  was  it  Hated  at  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing Society,  at  your  divifion  of  the  fociety  that  you  met  ? 

A.  I.  never  heard  any  thing  of  it  in  the  fociety  for  what  pur- 
pofe. 

3  I  *  -Z-  Did 
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^  D'd  you  never  hear  a/y  thing  from  any  member  that 
Higgtns  or  others  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  had 
arms  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  any  thing  more  th.m  what  I  have  ftat  I 
already. 

3.  What  was  this  affxiation  of  Franklow's  for,  as  you 
•  ColledeJ  in  the  diviiion  ? 

A.  I  could  not  tell,  for  nothing  of  the  kind  was  ever  men- 
tioned. 

j9.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  body  in  the  meeting  of  the  Cor- 
refponding  Socierv  fay  in  what  drefs  thofe  perfons  who  attended 
Franklow's  meeting  met  ? 

A.   No,  I  did  not  hear. 

jp.  Do  you  know  in  what  drefs  they  met  and  what  drefs  they 
afiumed  ? 

y/.  In  a  blue  coat  and  red  colar  ;  I  think  i  faw  Franklow 
once  in  that  drefs,  in  a  blue  coat,  red  collar,  white  waiftxoat 
and  breeches. 

£>j  In  that  drefs  you  faw  Franklow  himfelf  ? 

A.  Yes,  once. 

Lord  Prcfident.  When  was  it  you  faw  him  fo  dreft  ? 

A.   At  the  dinner  at  the  Globe  Tavern. 

Mr.  Garrow.  When  was  that  dinner  at  the  Globe  Tavern  ? 

Ay   Upon  the  20th  of  January. 

i^.   Was  that  the  anniverfary  dinner  ? 

-  A.  Yes, 

j^.  At  that  dinner  Frank.ow  appeared  in  the  drefs  you  have 
mentioned  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  Do  you  know,  Sir,  of  any  meeting  of  any  number  of 
perfons  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  at  the  Three 
Tuns,  Snow-Hill  ? 

A.  The  divifion  twenty-two  ufed  to  meet  there. 

£K  Do  you  know  of  any  propofal  in  the  Correfponding  So- 
ciety for  inftrufting  that  diviiion,  Twenty-two,  at  the  Three 
Tuns,  upou  Snow-Hill,  in  the  ufe  of  arms? 

A'.  No,  I  cannot  fay  i  recoiled  that. 

£$j  Do  you  know  of  any  meeting  of  any  number  of  perfons 
or  that  purpofe,  at  the  Three  Tuns,  to  the  number  of  hxteen 
or  thereabouts  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  recollect  there  was  one  evening. 

i£.   Was  you  One  ? 

A.  I  was. 

£>K  What  was  the  purpofe  of  that  meeting  ? 

-  A.  I  had  fpoke  to  feveral  members  myfelf  for  that  purpofe, 
to  meet  there  and  form  an  afTociation,  like  the  Lambeth  aflbcia- 
tion,  if  thev  thought  proper,  but  no  perfon  would. 

£.  Were 


E    437    ] 

jp.  Were  tbofe  fixteen  members  of  the  divifion  Twenty- 
two  r 

A.  I  do  not  know  whit  divifion  they  were  members  of,  they 
were  of  feveral  divifio  is  I  believe.  . 

<"").  When  wa-.it  that  diviiion  meeting  was  held  at  the  Three 
Tuns,  Snow-Hill  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  what  time. 

J^.  Was  it  before  or  after  rhe  anniverfary  dinner? 

A*    Along  while    before  that. 

3  In  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  was  there  any  com- 
mittee, which  was  called  the  fecret  committee,  fur  the  oifpatds. 
of  bufinefs  ? 

A.  I  underftood  there  was. 

£)    Did  you  underftand  that  in  the  fociety. 

A.  Yes, 

Lord  Prefscknt  When  the  fixteen  people  met  what  was  done 
there  ? 

A.  Nothing  at  all. 

Mr.  Garrsw,  At  that  meeting  were  fixteen  were  prefen^ 
what  was  propofed  by  any  body  ? 

A.  I  only  pro;>oied  fornin'>;  an  aflbciation  fimilar  to  that  of 
Franklow's,  and  no  perion  there  would  join  me. 

£K  Be  fo  good  as  to  tell  us  in  what  way  the  fecret  com* 
mittee  of  the  fociety  was  chofen  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  how  they  were  chofen,  I  only  heard  of  it  Iq 
the  divifion. 

<%>.  Did  you  in  the  divifion  hear  of  the  appointment  of  any 
fecret  committee  which  was  afterwards  difiblved  ? 

A.  Yes,  this  was  the  fame  fecret  committee  which  I  heard 
mention  of  in  the  divifion  which  was  afterwards  difiblved. 

£%K  Was  that  feciet  committee  fupplied  by  any  new  com- 
mittee to  take  its  place  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  underftood  it  was,  that  the  committee  that  was 
difiblved,  I  underftood,  had  full  powers  to  choofe  another. 

i^.  What  was  the  reafon  as  Mated  in  the  divifion  meeting, 
for  diflblving  that  fecret  committee  and  giving  full  powers  to 
choofe  another  f 

A.  It  was  thought  that  fome  perfon  had  given  information  of 
that  committee  having  been  chofen. 

j^.  Was  that  perfon  fo  fufpe£ted,  a  member  of  the  fociety  -? 

A»  Yes,  he  was  a  member  of  the  general  committee. 

j^.   What  is  his  name  ? 

A.  Lynam. 

£K  You  fufpecled  that  Lynam  had  given  information,  and 
therefore  the  fecret  committee  were  difiblved — -Did  you  ever 
know  the  perfons  whojjonftituted  that  new  committee  ? 

A.  I  do 
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jf.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  know  all. 

J£.  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  John  Martin,  an 
attorney,  was  he  one  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  was. 

i^.  Do  you  know  a  perfon  cf  the  name  of  Thelwall :  was 
he  one  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Baxter :  was 
he  one  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Moore :  was 
he  one  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Hodgfon,  or 
Moore  ? 

A.  One  of  them  two  it  was,  but  I  do  not  know  which. 

i^.  You  knew  thele  two  perfons  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  do. 

£K  One  or  other  of  them  were  a  member  of  the  fecret 
committee  ? 

A.  He  was. 

$K  Where  did  this  fecret  committee,  as  you  have  learnt  in 
the  meeting  of  the  Correfponding  Society,  meet  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

<$>.  At  what  fort  of  places  did  they  meet ;  did  they  meet  at 
the  ordinary  places  of  the  general  meeting  of  the  fociety,  or  in 
private  houfes  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know ;  I  rather  underftood  that  they  met  at  their 
own  houfes,  I  was  told  that  by  a  perfon  not  in  the  fociety. 

<*K  What  was  the  purpofe  for  which  this  fecret  committee 
was  conftituted  ? 

A.  To  receive  any  letters  that  were  fent. 

&>.  And  what  were  they  to  do  with  them  when  they  had  re-' 
ceived  them  ? 

A.  That  was  all  left  to  them,  and  kept  a  fecret  from  the 
fociety. 

Q  Did  they  communicate  occafionally  to  the  fociety  any  cor- 
refpondence  that  was  fent  to  them  r" 

A.   Yes,  there  were  letters  fometimes  read  in  the  divifions. 

j^.   Was  it  left  to  them  to  ufe  their  difcretion  about  them  I 

A.  Yes,  it  was. 

j^.  Was  you  a  delegate  at  any  time  of  the  fociety  ? 

A.  I  was. 

§K  In  the  character  of  a  delegate  was  you  a  member  of  the 
general  committee  r 


A.  I  attended  ths  general  committee  about  fix  times. 


9.  D< 
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$j  Do  I  under/land  you  right,  that  the  correfpondence  waa 
committed  to  the  fecret  committee,  and  left  with  them  whether 
it  mould  be  brought  before  the  general  committee,  or  the  lbciety 
at  large,   at  rheif  difcre  ion  ? 

A.  it  is  imp^iiible  for  me  to  anfwer  that,  becaufe  it  all  re- 
mained with  themfelves. 

j^.  Have  you  any  reafon  to  know  that  correfpondence  found 
its  way  to  the  fee  ret  committee,  which  never  was  communicated 
to  the  fociety  at  large  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  that. 

J|>.   Where  did  the  general  committee  of  delegates  meet  ? 

Jf.   No.  3,  Compton-ftreet. 

j£K  Was  you  prefeat  at  Compton-ftreet  ? 

A.  I  attended  there  twice. 

£K  Was  it  any  part  of  the  bufinefs  of  that  committee  to 
receive  the  return  of  new  members  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Did  it  happen  at  the  meetings  you  attended,  that  there 
was  always  returns  of  members  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay. 

j^.  From  Compton-ftreet  were  the  meetings  of  the  com- 
mute transferred  to  another  place  ? 

A.  Yes,  to  Mr.  ThelwalFs,   No.  2,  Beaufort- buildings. 

i^.  Do  you  recollect  at  the  firft  meeting  of  the  committee 
that  you  attended,  any  deputation  attending  to  report  from  any 
other  lbciety  ? 

A.  No,  I  cannot  recollect  that. 

j^.  Do  you  know  from  any  thing  that  parted  in  the  com* 
mittee  or  the  fociety,  that  your  fociety  *,vas  in  aflbciation  and 
correfpondence  with  the  fociety,  called  the  Society  for  Confti- 
tutional  Information  ? 

A.  No,  not  at  that  time  ,  I  underftood,  at  the  Thurfday 
night  following,  that  a  committee  of  correfpondence  was  ap-^ 
pointed,  the  Conftitutional  Society  deputing  five  perfons  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  the  Correfponding  Society;  this  was  on  the 
fir  ft  night.  On  the  fecond  night,  1  found  they  had  appointed 
fix  perfons,  and  there  were  only  five  perfons  of  the  Corre- 
fponding Society  chofe  for  the  deputation,  and  then  they  chofe 
another  to  add  to  them. 

j^.  Was  you  prefent  at  any  time  when  a  report  was  made  by 
any  of  the  members  of  the  committee  of  conference  to  the 
fociety  at  large,  or  to  the  general  committee  ? 

A.  No,  I  was  not. 

~Q.  You  know  Mr.  Hodgfon,  and  Lovett,  and  Thelwall,  and 
Baxter,  and  Moore  ? 
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j9  If  they  were  not,  who  were  the  perfons  that  were  deputed 
from  your  focieiy  ro  correipond  with  the  Conftitutional  Society  f  y 

A.  I  was  not  prefent  when  they  were  deputed. 

j^  Do  you  recollect  any  debate  with  refpeel  to  yourfelf  a 
the  time  when  this  bufinefe  of  the  delegates  was  confidered  ? 

A.  Yes,   I  recollect  that. 

jS).    Who  were  the  perfons  that  took  part  in  that  debate? 

A*  There  were  feveral  perfons  that  fpokc,  mo^  o^"  them 
Grangers  to  me  at  that  rime  ;  Mr.  Thelv  aH  was  one  that  fpolce. 

&K   Was  Mr.  Baxter  one  that  fpoke  in  thac  debate? 

A.  He  did  at  the  committee,  not  at  the  divifion. 

jp.  Do  you  remember  being  pref  mt  at  any  meeting  of  the 
general  committee,  when  a  buiioefs  rtefpe&ing  a  gencleman  of 
the  name  of  Eaton  was  taken  into  ccnliueraticn  ? 

A.  I  remember  I  was  prefent  when  a  medal  w.  I  -  >r^r  nted, 
that  had  been  itruck,  to  be  given  the  jurymen  who  Had  ac- 
quitted him. 

jpi  Were  the  medals  to  be  prefented  to  any  other  perfons 
except  the  perfons  who  had  acquitted  him  ? 

A.  I  did  not  hear. 

j6>.   Acquitted  him,  upon  what  occafion  ? 

A.  He  was  tried  at  the  bar  for  a  libel,  and  was  found  not 
guilty,  I  think. 

4j  Do  you  remember  any  thing  at  a  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm,, 
la  the  neighbourhood  of  this  town  ? 

A.  Yes. 

4>.  What  were  the  proceedings  of  the  fociety,  fo  far  as  they 
came,  to  your  knowledge,  preparatory  to  that  meeting  ? 

A.    I  do  not  know,   I  was  only  appointed  of  the  committee  ' 
cae  night  before  that,  and  that  was  when  the  debite  took  place 
refpe&ing  myfelf ;  I  do  not  remember  any  thing  elfe. 

§K  Was  you  prefent  at  the  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm  yourfelf? 

A.  I  was  there 
-  3\   Where  did  you  firft  go  to  ? 

A.   VVe  went  to  Store- ftreet  riidr,  in  To:tenham-court-road. 

j^.  And  from  thence  to  what  place  ? 

A.   To  Chalk  Farm. 

j^.   At  what  time  did  you  arrive  at  Chalk  Farm  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  what  time  it  was  ;  it  was  in  the  after- 
noon. 

3.  Was  that  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm  one  that  had  beea 
appointed  in  confequence  of  any  proceedings  of  the  London  Cor- 
responding Society? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

j9.  What  palled  when  you  came  there  :  you  went  there  as  a 
Relegate  from  the  London  Correfponding  Society  ? 

4*  I  was  a  delegate  at  that  time. 

%  Had 
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J^.'  Had  you  any  card  for  your  ad  niflion  to  Chalk  Farm  I 
A".  Yes. 

$>.   Where  did  you  procure  it  ? 

A.  From  the  committee  of  the  Correfponding  Society. 
J^.  When  and  where  were  they  procured  ? 
A,  At  the  committee  of  the  Correfponding  Society,  at  Comp- 
6on-ftr*eet. 
^.  When? 

A.   The  Thurfday  night 

£K  What,  preceding  the  meeting  at  Chalk:  Farm  ? 
A.  Yes. 

^.    What  was  the  occafion  of  your  going  to  Store-flreet, 
at  fir  ft  ? 

A.    I  underftood  there  was  a  room  engaged  at  Store-flreet ; 
it  was  advertifed  that  the  meeting  was  to  be  held  there. 
j^.  There  you  went  with  your  ticket  ? 
A.  Yes. 

j^.  Then  what  led  you  to  Chalk  Farm  ? 
A.   I  underftood  that  Juftice  Addington  had  been  there,  and 
hindered  the  man  from  letting  them  have  the  room. 
J5.  Then  you  went  to  Chalk  Farm  ? 
A.  Yes. 

£K  What  number  of  perfons  might  be  afTembled  at  Chalk 
Farm  ? 

A.  I  fuppofe  upwards  of  two  thoufand. 
j^.  Was  there  any  ceremony  upon  your  entrance  there  ? 
A.   A  perfon  Hood  at  the  door  juft  to  take  the  tickets. 
j^.  What  place  was  it? 

A.  A  kind  of  trap-ball  ground — a  green  before  a  long  room, 
j^.    Thefe  tickets  which  the  perfon  at  the  door  was  juft  to 
take,  were  what  you  had  received  at  the  committee  of  the  Cor- 
refponding Society,  if  I  take  you  right  ? 
A.  Yes,  they  were. 

J^-  What  was  done  with  the  tickets  when  you  came  there  ? 
A.  The  tickets  were  torn  in  half,  one  was  kept  'by  the  door- 
keeper, and  the  other  half  the  perfon  that  had  it  put  in  his  hat. 

j^.    When  you   was  admitted,    tell  us  the  proceedings  that 
took  place,  and  who  were  there,  and  what  paffed — did  you  find 
there  any  perfons  of  the  Correfponding  Society? 
A.   Yes,  feveral  perfons  there. 
J^.  Any  that  you  knew,  and  that  you  have  named  ? 
A.  Yes,  Moore,  Hodgfon,  and  Thelwall. 
J^.  Was  there  any  perfon  who  was  called  to,  or  who  took 
thechair  ? 
A.  Yes,  John  Lovett. 

3  K  fL  Nam# 
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$>.  Nam*  fome  more  of  the  Correfponding  Society  with  whom 
you  was  acquainted  ? 

A.  Richter  was  there,  and  moll  of  the  members  of  the 
committee. 

j^.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Hardy  ? 

A.  Yes. 

jp.  Was  he  there  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  becaufe  I  was  up  in  the  long  room  all  the 
time. 

£K  After  you  were  admitted  into  the  ground  did  any  b^dy 
take  the  chair  ? 

A.  Mr.  Lovett  took  the  chair  ;  I  was  locked  into  the  long 
room  with  fome  ladies  a  great  part  of  the  time. 

1$K  Did  you  hear  what  was  read  there,  fo  as  to  give  any  ac- 
count of  it — recollect  what  was  faid  ? 

j4.   No,  I   cannot. 

jp.  Was  you  prefent  afterwards  at  any  meeting  of  the  ge- 
neral or  any  other  committee  of  the  London  Correfponding'  So- 
ciety in  which  the  report  of  the  proceedings  at  Chalk  Farm  was 
reported  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  was  at  any  meeting  cither  of  the 
committee  or  the  fociety,  becaufe  raoft  of  the  members  heard  it 
there. 

£K  Now,  Sir,  do  you  know  a  place  called  Robin's  coffee  - 
houfe,  in  Shii  e  Lane  ? 

A.  Yes. 

jj>.  Was  that  a  place  at  which  meetings  of  any  of  the  divi- 
fions  were  held  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  divifion  No.  twenty-nine. — I  was  a  member  of 
that  divifion. 

J$>.  Be  fo  good  as  fo  look  at  this  paper,  and  tell  me  whether 
you  everufaw  any  of  that  fort  of  paper  diftributed  at  Robin's 
coffee-houfe,  and  if  any  of  them  were  diftributed  by  the  perfona 
you  have  named  ? 

A.  I  have  feen  fome,  but  not  fo  large  as  that,  and  of  a  dif- 
ferent date. 

j^.  Did  it  contain  the  fame,  the  fame  expreffions  ? 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  object  to  that  queftion ;  the  witnefs  is  asked 
whether  he  ever  faw  that  paper  or  any  paper  like  it. 

Mr.  Garroiv.  That  is  not  the  queftion.  The  queftion  I 
put  was,  whether  you  did  ever  receive  a  paper  of  that  at  Ro- 
bin's coffee-houfe. 

A.  Not  at  Robin's  coffee-houfe. 

jp.  Did  you  ever  receive  one  ? 

4.  Yes, 
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A.  Yes,  one,  but  not  fo  large  as  this,  and  it  was  of  a  diffe- 
rent date  ;  it  was  dated  the  30th  of  January. 

J£K    Where  did  you  receive  that  ? 

A.  From  Mr.  b'axt:r,  but  I  forget  where. 

$K  It  was  not  the  fame  fized  paper  you  received  from 
Baxter  ? 

A.  No,  it  is  not,  by  the  fame  fized  paper. 

j9.   What  is  the  date  of  that  paper  ? 

A,  The  firft  of   April  1794. 

j9.  Did  you  at  any  time  from  Baxter,  a  member  of  the  Lon- 
don Corresponding  Society,  receive  a  piper  of  the  fame  conrents 
as  that,  except  that  the  date  was  the  30th  of  January,  upon  the 
different  fized  paper  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Erskine.     What  did  you  do  with  that  paper  ? 

A.  It  was  destroyed  before  I  was  taken  into  cuftody. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  fubmit  to  your  Lordfiiip,  that  fuch  ques- 
tions ought  not  to  be  asked. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  It  fhall  not  be  faid,  when  a  paper  is 
produced  that  your  Lordfhips  hold  to  be  legal  evidence;  it 
fhali  not  be  faid  in  this  court,  that  the  pape  ris  fabricated  by  the 
fpies  of  thofe  who  carry  on  the  profecution. 

Lord  Chief  Juftice.     I  hope  that  was  not  faid. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  But  it  was  my  Lord,  by  my  learned 
friend. 

(Tbi  Clerk  reads. ) 
For  the  BENEFIT  of  JOHN  BULL.- 


At  the  FEDERATION  THEATRE  in  EQUALITY 
SQUARE, 

On  Thurfday,  the  30th  of  January,  4971, 

Will  be  performed, 

A  NEW  AND  ENTERTAINING  FARCE  CALLED 

LA   GLTILLOTINE; 
GEORGE's  HEAD  IN  THE  BASKET  ! 

Dramatis  Perfonas. 

NUMPY  the  Third,  by  Mr.  GWELP, 

(Being  the  laii  time  of  his  Appearing  in  that  Character.). 

Prince  of  Leeks,  by  M=\  GWELP,  junior. 

,     "Duke  of  Dice,  by  Mr.  FREDDY,  (from  OfnaburghJ 

Duke   of  Jordan,  by    Mr. .  William    Henry   FLOGGED, 

(from  the  Creolian  Theatre.) 

Uncle 
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Uncle  Toby,  by  Mr  RICHMOND, 
Grand  Inquifitor,    Mr.  Penfioner  REEVES. 
Don  Quixote,  Knight  of  the  Dagger,  Mr.  Edmund  CALUMNY- 
And  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  by  Mr.  Billy  TAX- LIGHT, 
Municipal  Officers,  National  Guards,   &c.  by  Citizens 
XOF,  NADIREHS,  YREG,  EN1KSRE,  &c. 
^anditti,  Affuffins,  Cut-Throats,  and  Wholefale  Dealers  in  Blood, 
y  the  EMPRESS  of  RUFFIANS,  the  EMPEROR  of  HARM- 
ANY,   THING    of  PRUSSIA,  PRINCE  of 
S.  CASH-HELL,  &c. 

BETWEEN  THE  ACTS  A  NEW  SONG  CALLED, 

TWENTY    MORE,   KILL   THEM!    BY    BOBADIL 
BRUNSWICK. 

TIGHT    ROPE    DANCING    from    the    LAMP-POSTS,* 

By   Meffrs.    CANTERBURY,     YORK,   DURHAM,    &c. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  Evening  will  be  fung  in  full  Chorus, 

CA    IRA, 

AND 

«  BOB  SHAVE  GREAT  GEORGE  OUR  — !" 

THE    WHOLE    TO    CONCLUDE  WITH 

A  GRAND  DECAPITATION 

OF 

PLACEMEN,  PENSIONERS,  and  GERMAN  LEECHES, 
*#*  Admittance  Three  Pence  each  Perfon. 

Vive  la  Liberte  !  Vive  la  Republique  ! 
*  French  Fafhion. 

Mr.  Gar  row.  You  received  one  of  thefe  papers  of  a  diffe- 
rent date  ? 

A.   Yes,  the  30th  of  January,  4971. 

jS).  At  what  time  did  you  receive  your  paper  ? 

A.     I  do  not  recollect  what  time,  it  is  fome  time  ago. 

<%.  Where  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  where  I  receiyed  it. 

£>.  From  Mr.  Baxter,  about  three  months  before  January  :| 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Then  it  was  delivered  to  you  near  three  months  before 
the  thing  was  to  take  place  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  near  three  months. 

£K  You  have  given  us  fome  account  that  you  did  not  know 
what  paft  at  Chalk  Farm. — After  the  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm, 
did  you  go  to  Compton-ftreet  on  the  evening  of  that  day  ? 

A.  Yes. 

&K  What  was  the  place  of  Comptcn  flreet — what  con- 
nexion nad  that  with  the  fociety  ? 

A.  It 
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A.  It  was  where  the  divifion  ufed  to  meet  at  the  coffee- 
rooms. 

4>.   Did  vou  fup  there  ? 
/L  I  did.' 
1      gK   How  late  did  you  flay  ? 

A.  Not  late  •,  I  went  away  about  eleven  o'clock, 

j^.  Who  was  there  ? 

A.  A  great  many. 

jp.  Were  they  members  ? 

A.  I  underftood  it  fo ;  they  came  from  ChaJk  Farm. 

^.  Was  Mr.  Thelwall  there  ? 

A,  Yes,  Mr.  Thelwall  was. 

i^.  Did  you,  in  any  of  the  meetings  of  the  fociety,  or  Its 
committee,  receive  any  information  with  refpecl:  to  arming  in 
any  way,  except  that  which  you  have  told  us  about  pikes,  and 
Franklow's  aflociation  ? 

A.  Never. 

j^.  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Afhley  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Was  he  a  member  of  the  fociety  ? 

A,  He  was. 

j^.  Did  you  ever  receive  any  information  from  Afhley,  ©f 
arming  by  pikes  ? 

A.  I  never  did. 

j^;  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Joyce  ? 

A.  I  have  feen  him  two  or  three  times. 

£>.  Do  you  remember  any  meeting  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
upon  the  2d  of  May,  in  the  prefent  year  ? 

A.  I  was  there. 

^.  In  what  manner  was  you  admitted  ? 

A.   I  was  admitted  by  a  ticket. 

£K  How  came  you  by  that  ticket  ? 

A.  Mr.  Joyce  made  me  a  prefent  of  it. 

J$K  By  whofe  recommendation  ? 

A.  By  Mr.  Thelwall's  :  Mr.  Thelwall  called  him  out  of  the 
room,  and  he  gave  me  a  ticket. 

£K  What  was  that  meeting  ? 

A.   The  anniverfary  dinner  of  the  Conftitutional  Society  ? 

£K  You  was  prefent  at  the  dinner  of  the  Globe  Tavern, 
likewife  ? 

A.   Yes. 

j^.  Do  you  remember  any  printed  paper  being  diilributed  at 
that  dinner,  at  the  Globe  Tavern  ? 

A.  After  dinner,  there  was  an  addrefs  again  read,  that  had 
been  read  in  the  morning  and  diftributed  about. 

^.  Where  had  that  addrefs  been  read  in  the  morning  ? 

A.  At 
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A.  At  the  Globe  Tavern  before  dinner  ? 
i^.    Was   there  any  converfation  at   that  dinner  about  any 
troops ;  any  Heffian  troops  for  inftance  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that, 

i^.  Pafs  that,  and  go  to  the  dinner  of  the  2d  of  May,  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  :  will  you  give  us  fome  account  of  that, 
how  that  feftivity  was  conducted  ;  but  before  I  go  to  that,  I 
will  ask  you  as  to  the  dinner  at  the  Globe  Tavern  ;  you  do  not 
recollect  the  circumftance  of  any  paper  reflecting  Heilian  troops  ? 

A.  No. 

<*K  Do  you  recollect  any  paper  that  refpected  the  different 
parties  in  this  country,  the  Ins  and  Outs  ? 

A.  Not  there  ;  I  law  one  at  the  Three  Tuns,  Snow-hill. 

Lord  Prefident.  When  was  thut  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect:  when  it  was  ? 

£K  Before  or  after  the  20th  of  January  ? 

A    I  think  it  was  after. 

Mr.  Garroiu.  You  was  not  prefent  at  Robin's  coffec-houfe 
■when  Mr.  Yorkc  made  his  fpeech  ? 

A.  I  was  not. 

j^.  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Hodgfon  ? 

A.  Mr.  Hodgfon,  the  hatter,  I  know. 

i?.  Have  you  ever  received  any  printed  paper  from  him  ? 

A,  No,  never. 

<$K  From  him,  or  from  Mr.  Lovett  ? 

A.  No. 

£K  From  Mr.  Hodfon,  the  printer,  in  Bell-Yard  ? 

A.   No,  I  never  did. 

j^.  Have  you  been  prefent  at  any  time  at  Mr.  ThelwalPs 
lectures  in  Beaufort  Buildings  ? 

A.  No. 

j^.  Was  it  permitted  for  any  body  to  take  notes  of  his 
lectures  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  you  ever  prefent  when  any  perfons  were  doing  fo> 
and  were  interrupted  ?  , 

A.  No,  I  never  was. 

£).  Be  fo  good  as  to  ftate  to  us  what  the  price  was  to  be  laid 
down  for  the!c  pikes  ? 

A.  One  {hilling  ;  it  was  to  be  fent  to  Sheffield  for  blades. 

j^.  The  blades  were  to  be  furnifhed  from  Sheffield — what 
then  ? 

A.  Any  perfon  might  have  put  a  (haft  to  it  that  thought 
proper. 

6).  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Gofling  ? 

J,  Yes,  1  do, 

A  Da 


[     447     ] 

4*.  Do  you  know  a  perion  of  the  name  of  Hillier  ? 

A.  Yes. 

&>.  Had  you  any  conversion  at  any  time,  or  any  inftru&icns 
from  Mr.  Gofling  on  the  fuhjcil  of  pikes  ? 

A.   No,  none  from  Gofling. 

£>.  Had  you  any  converfatiou  with  him  upon  that  fubject  ? 

A.  Gofling  caroe  to  my  father's  houfe  on  the  Monday  that 
Mr.  Hardy  was  taken  into  cuftody,  to. know  where  the  meeting 
for  the  pikes  was  to  be  held. 

j^.  What  was  the  purport  of  that  meeting  ? 

A.  It  was  to  put  down  the  money  for  the  pikes. 

J$K  Where  was  it  to  be  ? 

A.  At  the  Parrot  in  Green- Arbour  Court,  Old- Bailey. 

ip.  And  that  meeting  was  pblfporied  till  the  week  foil, 
and  in  the  interim,  the  week  following,  they  tool:  vou  ? 

-A.  Yes. 

j^V  Did  they  come  to  you  before  you  knew  Mr.  Hardy  was 
apprehended. 

A .  Yes,  they  came  to  me  before  I  knew  that  Mr.  Hardy  was 
apprehended  ;  for  while  they  were  there,  a  perfon  came  to  tell 
that  circumftance. 

£>.  What  was  to  be  furniihed  for  the  one  {hilling  ? 

A.  A  blade. 

£K  Nothing  elfe  ? 

A.  Nothing  elfe. 

Q.  How  were  they  to  procure  the  fhaft  to  make  the  pikes 
complete  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  they  might  get  that  where  they  thought 
proper, 

4>.  At  that  time,  what  fort  of  wood  were  the  (hafts  to  be 
made  of? 

A.  Fir  ones  was  recommended  in  rhe  letter. 

i^.  In  confequence  of  that  recommendation  were  any  others' 
procured  ? 

A.  I  made  one  myfelf. 

£K  We  faw  one  here juft  now,  in  which  the  blade  was  fixed 
to  the  fhaft,  was  your's  of  that  conftru^iion  ? 

A.  No,  it  was  made  to  fcrew  on.   {produces  the  handle.) 

£}.  Is  that  the  fhaft  of  your's  ? 

A.  Yes,  that  is  the  fhaft,  only  the  blade  fcrews  in  it  at  top, 

j^    WThat  is  become  of  the  blade  ? 

A.  It  was  deftroyed  on  the  Wednefday  before  I  was  taken 
into  cuftody,  after  I  was  informed  that  Mr.  Hardy  was  taken 
into  cuftody. 

£K  How  happened  that  to  be  deftroyed — by  whofe  advice  was 
it  deirroyed  ? 

A  By 
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A.  By  nobody's. 

£K  Why  did  you  deftroy  it  ? 

A.  Becaufe  I  was  afraid  it  would  be  found  upon  me. 

$>.  Befides  this  play  bill  that  we  have  had,  do  you  know  of 
any  reprefentations  by  magic  lanthorn,  or  other  device  ufed  as 
connected  with  that  fubject  ? 

A.  I  had  a  magic  lanthorn  of  my  own,  which  I  produced  to 
fbow  Mr.  Gofling. 

S$j  Any  connexion  between  that  entertaining  apparatus  and 
the  iuljecls  of  this  trial  ? 

A.  It  was  a  magic  lanthorn  belonging  to  Monfieur  Chauve- 
lin,  with  the  deftruction  of  the  Baftile  upon  it,  and  the  death  of 
the  governor. 

j^.  You  laid  you  knew  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Hill  lev  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Do  you  know  whether  he  had  a  pike  ? 

A>  I  underftood  that  he  had. 

^.  Was  that  of  the  fame  conftru&ion  with  your's,  or  was  it 
different  ? 

A.  No;  it  was  not  of  the  fame  conftru&ion. 

3.  He  was  one  of  thofe  who  was  at  your  houfe  the  day  Mr, 
Hardy  was  apprehended,  and  to  whom  you  {hewed  your  pike  ? 

A.  Yes. 

f,  Do  you  know  where  his  pike  had  been  conftrudled  ? 
No. 
John  Edwards,  crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Erskine. 

3.  How  long,  before  you  was  apprehended,  was  you  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Correfponding  Society  ? 

A.  I  became  a  member  of  the  Correfponding  Society  laft  July 
was  twelve  months. 

Q.  You  made  a  pike  for  yourfelf ;  what  trade  are  you  ? 

A.  A  filverfmith. 

<$>j  When  was  it  you  made  that  ? 

A.  In  March,  1794. 

<^.  How  long  had  you  been  in  the  fociety  at  the  time  yoa 
made  that  pike  ? 

A.  Ever  lince  July,  1793. 

£K  For  what  purpofe  did  you- make  it  ? 

A.  I  had  heard  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Yorke  who  had  it 
mentioned  in  Robin's  coffee-houfe,  after  one  of  the  divifiohs 
broke  up,  that  they  had  pikes  at  Sheffield,  and  I  made  one  after 
them. 

Jgj  But  why  mould  that  induce  you  to  make  one  for  yourfalf; 
you  muft  have  had  fome  motive  for  it  ? 

A.  I  underftood  feveril  of  the  members  were  providing  them- 
selves with  arms,  and  I  made  it  for  that  purpofe, 
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. 

,<>.  For  what  purpofe  ? 

A.   in  cafe  of  any  illegal  difperfion  of  the  me:tingv 

$h  h'ad  you  heard,  Mr.  Edwards^  th  it  there  had  been  any 
threats  of  fuch  illegal  difperfions  at  Sheffield  ? 

A.  No,  I  had  not  heard  of  it,  but  it  was  jufl  at  the  time  the 
Meffan  troops  were  landed  without  the  confent  r,f  Parliament. 

Jj^.  Had  you  any  "intention  to  make  ufe  of  that  pike  as  agair.fi: 
the  government  of  the  country  ? 

A.   Not  againfr.  the  government  of  the  country. 

J&  You  had  no  intention  of  the  fort  when  you  Went  to  Mr.- 
Hardy's — what  direction  did  you  go  for  ? 

A,'  I  afked  Mr.  Hardy  if  he  was  going  to  fend  to  Sh-iSeld, 
I  faid  there  were  feveral  members  of  the  fociety  wailed  to  have 
pikes. 

j?.  Had  you  fpoke  to  any  members  of  the  fociety  who  want* 
ed  them  ? 

A.  Not  before. 

SjK  Did  you  after  that,  fpeak  to  forne  of  the  members  who 
wanted  them  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 

&.  Did  you  underftand  them  to  want  them  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon  as  you  wanted  them  ? 

A.  I  underftood  it  was  for  the  fame  reafon. 

i^  From  any  thing  that  paffed  between  you  and  any  of  the 
members  at  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  had  you  any 
reafon  to  believe  that  they  wanted  them  for  a  rebellion  againlfc 
the  government  and  magiftracy  of  the  land  ? 

A.  No,  not  for  any  legal  people  that  might  be  fent  to  difperfe 
them. 

£>.  But  if  you  were  attacked  without  the  law  or  the  autho- 
rity of  a  magiftrate  you  thought  you  had  a  right  to  defend 
yourfelves  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£>.  I  believe  in  confequence  of  that  you  made  a  propofition 
in  one  of  the  divifions,  when  there  were  fixteen  perfons  pre- 
fent  ? 

A  That  was  long  before  I  had  the  direction  from  Mr. 
Hardy. 

g>.   What  was  the  reafon  of  your  making  that  propofition  ? 

A-.  Becaufe  there  had  been  great  oppclition  ihewn  to  the 
meetings  of  the  fociety  before  that  time. 

j^.   Where  any  oppofuion  offered  to  you  ? 

A.  There  was,  at  Rotherhithe,  two  of  the  police  ofHcers 
came  in,  and  laid  they  wanted  men  for  his  Majefty':-  iervice, 

J^.  Did  you  think  in  your  confeience  you  were  doing  right  ? 
3L  Mr. 
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Mr.  Attorney-General.  I  object  to  that  queflion — is  that  a 
proper  queflion? 

Lord  Prefident.  Being  upon  the  crofs-examinafion  of  a  wit- 
nefs,  I  think  he  may  be  asked  whether  he  at  the  time  apprehend- 
ed that  the  thing  he  was  doing  was  lawful  or  unlawful,  whether 
it  was  fo  or  not  will  not  depend  upon  his  apprehenfion,  but  if  he 
has  done  an  illegal  thing  innocently,  he  may  be  asked  to  tnat, 
and  it  may  go  to  the  general  evidence. 

Wttnefi.  At  the  very  time  that  they  cime  in  we  were  reading 
the  >efolutiohs  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond  at  the 
Thatched  Houfe  Tavern. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  I  am  really  not  an  advocate  for  the  conscience 
of  Mr   Pitt  or  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 

Mr.  Attorney- General.  It  is  really  too  grave  an  occufion  for 
fuch  an  obfervation- 

Mr.  Erjkine.  It  is  really  hard  upon  me  that  I  mould  be  eter^ 
nally  a/Tailed  by  thefe  gentlemen,  when  I  alone  have  the  arduous 
task  of  extracting  the  truth  from  thefe  witneffes. 

Lord  President.  If  you  are  improperly  interrupted,  I  will  cer- 
tainly interpofe,  but  it  is  perfectly  impofiible  that  the  bufinefs 
can  go  on  unlefs  the  gentlemen  will  exercife  a  mutual  forbearance 
on  both  fides.  You  are  a  little  apt  to  break  out,  and  I  think 
there  has  been  a  little  inclination  fometimes  to  obferve  more  upon 
it  than  the  thing  called  for. 

Mr.  Erskine.  At  the  time  that  you  were  oppofed  in  this  manner, 
were  you  doing  any  thins:  which,  in  your  appfehenffon,  and  your 
own  mind,  was  wrong  ? 

A.  We  were  not. 

Q.  From  any  thing  that  you  faw,  and  from  any  thing  that 
you  heard  from  thefe  perfons  with  whom  you  alTociated,  did  you 
collect  that  they  intended  to  make  a  different  ufe  of  the  pikes 
from  that  for  which  you  had  made  your  own  ? 

A.   I  did  not. 

Q.  When  you  made  this  propofition  to  have  a  fociety  upon 
the  fame  plan  as  that  of  the  Lambeth — what  name  did  that  af- 
fociation  bear  ? 

A.  It  bore  the  name  of  the  Loyal  Lambeth  AfTociation. 

jp.  If  you  had  thought  that  this  aiTociation  at  L  imbeth  were 
a  meeting  of  perfons  that  meant  to  oppofe  the  government  and 
jnagiflracy  of  the  country,  would  you  have  belonged  to  it  ? 

A.  No. 

$>.  Do  you  recollect  the  prifoner,  Mr.  Hardy,  faying  any 
thin^  about  that  ? 

A.  No,  I  do  not,  I  never  heard  him  fay  any  thing  of  that 
kind. 

jp.  Have  vou  feen  him  feveral  times  at  vour  divifions  ? 

A.  Yes. 


I  451   •] 

A.  Yes. 

ip.  In  what  manner  did  he  demean  himfelf  at  thefe  meetings  ? 

A  In  a  very  quiet  manner,  I  never  heard  him  fpeak  at  the 
Jivifions,  not  once. 

j^.   Did  he  appear  to  be  a  man  of  turbulent  difpofition  ? 

A.   No,  quite  a  different  character. 

<$K  Did  you  ever  hear  any  exprefiions  from  him  in  the  meeting 
that  led  you  to  fuppofe  otnerwife  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  the  prifoner  make  ufe  of  an  improper  ex- 
prefTion  fince  i  have  been  in  the  fociety. 

Q  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Hardy  make  any  propofuion  for 
arms  or  pikes  ? 

A.  Never, 

j^.  Was  you  ever  prefent  when  any  propofition  of  that  fort 
was  made  to  him,  and  he  aflented  to  it,  or  encouraged  it  ? 

A.  No,  I  never  heard  any  thing  mentioned  but  what  was 
mentioned  in  his  fhop,  and  there  was  nobody  there  but  him  and 
myfelf. 

Q  Did  you  tell  him  that  you  had  made  a  pike  for  yourfelf  at 
any  time  ? 

A:  Yes,  I  did. 

i^.  Did  you  tell  him  for  what  purpofe  you  had  made  it? 

A.  No,  I  don't  think  I  did. 

j^>   He  knew  you  as  a  member  of  the  fociety  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K  This  bill,  upon  what  occafion  was  it  that  Baxter  gave  it 
to  you  ? 

A.  Eaxter  had  one  or  two  that  he  gave  to  two  or  three  perfons 
of  the  divifion,  No.  29,  and  I  asked  him  for  one. 

£K  Why  did  you  ask  for  a  thing  that  was  perfectly  ridiculous 
and  indecent  ? 

Lord  Chief  Ji/Jlice.  And  you  might  add,  very  infamous;  it 
ought  not  to  be  mentioned,  I  am  fure,  without  fome  ftrong  term 
of  deteftation. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  am  fure  your  Lord/hip  cannot  think  that  X 
mean  to  be  an  advocate  for  a  thing  of  that  fort ;  it  is  certainly 
truly  infamous. 

£K  How  came  you  to  ask  Mr.  Baxter  for  it  ? 

A.  I  faw  it  at  a  diftance  ;  I  could  not  read  it,  and  asked  him 
to  get  me  one. 

$>.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  thing  pafs  from  any  member  of 
the  fociety,  more  efpecially  from  the  prifoner,  that  leads  you  to 
conceive  he  would  have  approved  of  any  thing  of  that  nature  ? 

A.  No. 

i£.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  expreffton  pafs  in  the  courfe  of  the 
3L  2  .  meeting 


t  452  ] 

meeting  that  would  lead  you  to  think  they  thought  other vvife  of 
the  bill  than  his  Lorhfnip  has  now  {aid  ? 

A.  I  heard  a  perfon  the  fame  light  fviy  it  was  an  infamous  bill 
and  {'aid  it  was  too  bad  to  be  published. 

§>j  Was  that  bill  countenaced  by  any  members  of  the  So- 
ciety ? 

A.  It  was  only  given  to  two  or  three. 

<5K  Have  you  any  reafon  to  believe:  the  piifoner  ever  knew  any 
thing  of  that  bill  ? 

A.   Not  to  my  knowledge  ? 

j^  Do  you  believe  he  would  have  encourage  J  a  bill  of  that 
description,  or  Supported  it  ? 

A-    I  do  not  believe  any  fuch  thing. 

Air.  Gar  row.  With  refpeel  to  this  infamous  bill  which  was 
coniidered  So  by  thofe  who  received  it  j  did  you  receive  it  in  ?. 
division  meeting  ? 

A.  Not  at  a  division  meeting. 

StK  From  a  member  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society? 

A.  Yes,  Mr.  Baxter. 

i^.  Near  three  months  before  the  date  mentioned  in  it?  - 

A.  Yes. 

£K  With  refpect  to  its  abfurdity,  you  having  feen  two  or 
three  delivered  to  different  perfons,  you  asked  for  one  ■ 

A.  Yes. 

G).  That  was  not  precifely  the  fame  bill  that  has  been  pro- 
duced to  day  ? 

A.  No. 

£K  This  is  a  larger  one,  that  purporting  to  be  on  the  30th 
Of  January,  this  fi  the  firft  of  April  fubfequent  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£>j  If  I  underftand  you  right,  you  did  not  form  any  pike  for 
yourfelf  till  after  you  had  heard  from  Mr.  Yorke,  that  the  So- 
ciety of  Sheffield  were  preparing  pikes  for  themfelves  ? 

A.  I  heard  him  fay  one  night  at  the  division,  from  Mr.  Yorke* 
that  the  people  at  Sheffield  had  got  pikes. 

J§>.  How  came  you  to  go  to  Mr.  Hardy  for  a  direction  for 
pike- blades  ? 

A.  Becaufe  I  understood  that  Mr.  Hardy  knew  the  fecretary, 
*>r  Some  perfon  in  Sheffield  to  whom  I  could  fend. 

j9.  If  I  understand  you  right,  the  particular  occaSion  upon 
which  fchttTe  p:kes  were  to  to  be  made,  was  upon  the  landing  of 
Jiefiian  troops  without  the  confent  of  Parliament  ? 

A.  No,  I  faid  I  made  it  juit  at  the  time  the  Heffian  troops 
were  landed  without  the  content  of  Parliament. 

J^.  Then  I  miftook  you,  your  making  your  pike  had  no  rela- 
'tion  to  the  landing  of  Heflian  troops  ? 

A.  Not 
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A.  Not  in  confequence  of  their  landing. 

£>.  Nor  connected  with  it? 

A.   Nor  connected  with  it  ? 

^.  Before  you  nude  it,  and  at  the  time  Mr.  Yorke  commu- 
nicated that  the  people  of  Sheffield  hal  procured  pikes^  did  you 
know  that  the  Sheffield  Society  in  correfpondence  with  yours, 
had  published  a  refolution,  taat  the  landing  of  Heffian  troops, 
a  ferocious  and  unprincipled  horde  of  butchers,  without  con- 
ient  of  Parliament,  has  an  ab.rming  appearance ;  and  th  .t  the 
barracks  now  erected  may  be  filled  with  them  j  and  that  it  was 
fit  for  you  to  be  on  your  guard. 

A.  No. 

J9.  How  foon  did  you  hear  of  that  refolution  from  the  Shef- 
field Society  ? 

A.  Not  for  fome  time  after  ? 

^.  Upon  your  oath,  was  your  pike  completed  before  you  heard 
of  it  ? 

A.  No,  it  was  not. 

G)j  Upon  your  oath,  will  you  venture  to  fay  you  had  began 
to  make  it  before  that  communication  from  the  Sheffield  Society  ? 

J.  No,  I  had  not. 

4>.  Then  I  believe  I  am  right  in  the  way  I  took  it,  your 
making  of  that  was  owing. to  the  landing  cf  Heffian  troops  ? 

A.  No,  it  was  about  the  time. 

Q.  Was  it  foon  after  you  had  heard  of  the  fpirited  refolu- 
tions  of  the  Sheffield  Society,  on  the  caufe  of  landing  thefe 
troops — when  did  you  hear  of  thefe  refolutions  ? 

A.  I  faw  them  in  a  book  I  purchafed  at  Mr.  Eaton's  mop. 

f,   Was  he  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society  ? 
Yes,  he  was. 

j^.  How  long  was  you  in  the  fociety,  met  in  general  meetino-s 
in  the  committee  of  delegates  and  lecret  committee,  without  the 
ufe  of  pikes,  or  fabrication  of  any,  antecedent  to  the  landing  of 
Heffian  troops  ? 

A.  Idiould  fuppofe  two  years. 

£K  Had  you  met  with  any  interruption  at  any  time,  except 
by  thefe  two  police  officers  you  mentioned  ? 

A,  Yes,  fome  police  officers  came  in  once  in  Bunhill-Row. 

j9.  Had  you  met  with  any  interruption  in  your  general  com- 
mittee, or  fecret  committees,  but  by  the  officers  of  the  peace  ? 

A.  No. 

Samuel  Williams  fworn — examined  by  Mr. Bower. 

Q  What  is  your  profeffion  ? 

y/.  A  gun-engraver. 

Q  Do  you  know  the  prifoner  at  the  bar,  Mr.  Hardy  ? 

4.  I  do. 

$K  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Franklow  ? 

£  Yes. 
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J.  Yes. 

j£.  When  did  you  firft  meet  with  Mr.  Franklow,  if  you 
ever  met  with  him  it  all  ? 

A.  At  his  own  houfe. 

j^.  Did  you  ever  fee  him  at  Mr.  Hardy's  ? 

^   No. 

£K  Were  Mr.  Hardy  and  Franklow  together  at  any  time, 
when  you  faw  him  ? 

A.  Never. 

J^  Was  Franklow  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding; 
Society,  or  the  Society  for  Conttitutional  Information  ? 

A.   He  was  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 

ij\  Did  Franklow  ever  apply  to  you  to  make  any  arms  for  him? 

A.  Yes. 

i^.  About  what  time  ? 

A.  I  cannot  pofitively  fay  to  the  time. 

i^.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding  So- 
ciety \  ' 

A.  Yes 

jp.   From  what  inducement  did  you  become  a  member  ? 

A.  The  firft  of  it  was,  I  faw  an,  advertifement  in  the  daily 
paper,  of  the  meeting  of  the  Corefponding  Society,  about  the 
middle  of  laft  year ;  i  faw  an  advertifement  in  the  Daily  Ad- 
vertifer,  of  a  general  meeting  of  the  fociety  to  be  held  in  the 
Strand,  I  faw  likewife  tickets  for  admiilion  were  to  be  had  of 
Thomas  Hardy  the  fecretary  ;  in  confequence  of  which  I  went 
to  Mr.  Hardy,  No.  9,  Piccadilly,  Mr.  Hardy  informed  me  it 
was  not  cuftomary  to  deliver  tickets  to  any  who  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  fcciety,  and  we  had  fome  further  converiation,  in 
which  he  laid  fomething  refpedting  a  Reform  in  Parliament. 

jP.  Do  you  mean  to  fay,  the  fubftance  of  the  converfation 
was  to  ftate  what  was  the  object  of  the  fociety  ? 

A.  Yes,  that  it  was  for  a  Reform  in  Parliament,  he  gave  me 
an  addrefs  that  the  London  Correfponding  Society  had  publifh- 
ed,  and  I  gave  him  an  order  to  make  me  a  pair  of  fhoes  ;  I  told 
him  I  was  in  a  line  of  felling  guns.  I  told  him  if  he  knew  any 
perfon  that  wanted  any  fuch  thing,  I  would  be  glad  if  he  would 
recommend  me,  he  faid  he  did  not  know  any  fuch  perfon,  but  if 
he  heard  of  any  fuch  perfon,  he  would  let  me  know.  The  next 
time  I  went  to  his  houfe,  he  told  me  to  bring  a  gun  and  the 
price,  which  I  did,  and  he  fold  it  for  me, 

Q.  On  your  account  or  his  ? 

A.  On  my  account. 

3.  How  long  after  you  firfl:  faw  him  did  you  go  again  ? 

A.  It  might  be  a  week  or  fortnight ;  I  gave  him  an  order  for 
a  pair  of  boots?  he  told  me  to  bring  two  or  three  more  guns, 

which 
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which  he  fold  likewlfe,  and  one  gun  was  in  his  houfe  which  was 
iiev-r  paid  for. 

£K   h  or  your  benefit  ? 

A.  Yes. 

^.  Did  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Spence  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  faw  him  once. 

Q  Was  bpence  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding 
Society? 

A.  I  cannot  fay,  I  never  had  any  converfation  with  him  in 
my  life. 

j9.   Where  does  he  live  ? 

A.  In  little  Turnftile,  Holborn. 

i^.  Upon  what  occafion  did  you  go  there  ? 

A*  To  inftrucl:  perfoas  in  the  manual  exercife. 

®K   At  whofe  requeft  did  you  go  to  Spence's  houfe 

A,  At  the  requefl  of  Mr.  Franklow. 

£K  How  many  perfons  did  you  fee  in  Mr.  Spence's  houfe 
that  were  affembled  for  the  purpofe  of  learning  the  manual  ex- 
ercife ? 

A.  Four  or  five. 

£K  Do  you  mean  four  or  five  in  all  the  times  you  went? 

A.  I  faw  fix  or  feven  in  all  the  times  I  went. 

j^.  Where  did  they  exercife,  in  what  part  of  the  houfe  ? 

A.  Up  flairs,  in  a  one  or  two  pair  of  flairs,  a  fmall  triangular 
room. 

j^.  Backward  or  forward  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  forward,  but  I  cannot  be  pofitive. 

i^.  At  what  time  of  night  was  it  you  went  to  inflrucl:  thefe 
people  in  their  manual  exercife? 

A.   Between  eight  and  nine  in  the  evening. 

£jK  At  what  time  in  the  year  v/as  this  ? 

A.  In  the  fall  of  the  year,  before  Chriflmas. 

Jp.  It  was  of  courfe  dark  then  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.  Did  you  exercife  them  by  candle-light  in  the  room  ? 

A.  Yes. 

£K   Where  there  any  fhutters  to  the  windows,  or  curtains  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  were  curtains. 

jp.  Was  there  any  body  elfe  but  yourfelf  to  exercife  them  ? 

A.  No. 

§K  Did  you  teach  them  their  exercife  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  did. 

£>.  What  night  in  the  week  was  it  that  you  ufed  to  meet  ? 

J.  I  believe  it  was  of  aThurfday  night. 

J^.  Who  introduced  you  at  firil  to  the  London  Correfpond- 
ing Society  ? 

A.  I  told 
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A.  I  told  Mr.  Hardy  I  fhould  be  glad  to  become  a  member 
©f  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  but  I  did  not  know  any 
perfon  who  would  introduce  me,  and  he  named  feveral  perfons 
that  I  did  not  know,  he  laid  he  would  propofe  me,  and  I  went 
by  his  propofition,  and  I  became  a  member 

f,  How  foon  did  you  become  a  member  ? 
I  cannot  lay  the  time. 

3.  How  foon  after  your  firft  feeing  Mr.  Hardy  ? 

A.  It  might  be  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 

3j  Did  you  know  any  thing  of  a  fociety  called  the  Loyal 
Lambeth  Aflbciation  ? 

A.  Yes,  that  was  the  aflbciation  thefe  people  I  exercifed  be- 
longed to. 

3.  Did  you  ever  go  to  Lambeth  to  exercife  them  ? 

A.  I  went  to  Frankiow's  houfe,  No.  1,  China- Walk,  Lam- 
beth. 

3.   How  did  you  find  where  Frankiow's  houfe  was  f 

A.  When  I  went  to  Mr.  Hardy's  one  night,  Mr.  Hardy 
gave  me  Frankiow's  card.  Me  faid  he  was  going  to  raife  an 
aflbciation,  and  wanted  fome  perfon  tofupply  them  with^rms. 

3j  When  was  that ;  how  foon  after  you  had  been  introduced 
to  Mr.  Hardy? 

A.  About  fix  weeks  or  two  months. 

3.  In  confequence  of  that,  did  you  get  a  card  of  addrefs 
from  Mr,  Hardy  to  Mr.  Franklow  ? 

A.  Yes. 

3^  When  did  you  go  to  Lambeth  to  Frankiow's  houfe  ? 

A.  Two  or  three  nights  after  I  was  at  Mr.  Hardy's. 

3j  Did  you  find  the  fame  people  there  that  you  met  at  Mr, 
Spence's  or  different  people? 

A.  Different  people. 

3j  What  did  you  do  when  you  went  to  Frankiow's,  as  to 
the  people  you  met  there? 

A.  They  were  reading  over  the  articles  of  the  Lambeth  Aflb- 
ciation. 

3.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  the  Lambeth  Aflbcia- 
tion was  compofed  of  Lambeth  inhabitants  ? 

A.  No,  it  was  not  entirely. 

JP.   What  was  the  name  tney  gave  themfelves  ? 

A.  The  Loyal  Lambeth  Aflbciation. 

3j  Who  were  the  Lambeth  inhabitants  that  you  knsw  of 
that  aflbciation,  Franklow  lived  there  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fav  that  I  knew  any. 

3,  How  often  might  you  attend  there  for  the  purpofe  of  dif- 
oiplining  thofe  men  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fav,  Franklow  difciplined  them  at  his  own  houfe, 

£.Do 


[     457     J 

i^.  Do  you  happen  to  know  how  many  there  might  be  of  the 
Lambeth  Aflbciation  ? 

A.   I  do  not  know. 

j^.  Do  you  happen  to  know  from  Mr.  Franklow,  or  them, 
whether  he  h^l  applied  to  any  magistrate,  for  authority  to  raife 
this  aflbciation  ? 

A    i  do  not. 

j9.  How  many  arms  did  you  yourfelf  fupply  ? 

A.   Eleven, 

i£.  By  whole  order  ? 

A.  Mr.  Franklow's. 

£>.   Who  paid  you  for  them  ? 

A.  Mr.  Franklow  paid  me  for  ten. 

i^.  Thefe  were  bolides  thofe  Mr   Hardy  fold  for  you  ? 

A-  Yes, 

j|>.  Had  you  any  intimation  that  more  arms  would  be  wanted 
for  this  aflbciation  ? 

A.   There  were  to  have  been  fixty. 

£K  Do  you  know  for  what  purpofe  that  Lambeth  aflbciation 
was  formed  ? 

A.   From  the  articles  only. 

^  Look  at  thefe  articles,  and  tell  me  if  thefe  are  the  articles 
of  their  aflbciation  ? 

A.   Yes,  thefe  are  the  articles. 

Jury.   Were  thefe  arms  fuzees  ? 

A.  They  were  muskets,  with  fleel  bayonets  and  rammers 
complete. 

£K  Thefe  are  the  articles  of  the  aflbciation ;  be  io  good  as 
read  the  preamble  of  them  ? 

(The  Clerk  reads.) 
"  Rules,   articles  and  regulations,   to  be  obferved  by  the  mem- 
bers  of  the   Loyal  Lambeth  Aflbciation  j    London,    printed 

for  the  fociety  : 

"  Whereas  the  fear  of  invasion  and  civil  commotions  has 
alarmed  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  pariia  and  its  vicinity, 
we  have  thought  proper  to  form  ourfelves  into  a  military  aiTb- 
ciation, to  be  diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  the  Loyal  Lambeth 
Aflbciation,  united  ior  the  defence  or  their  lives  and  property, 
againft  all  fubvejters  and  levellers  whatever." 

jp.   Mr.  bpence's  houfe  was  in  Little  Turnftile,   Holbcrn  ? 

A:  Yes. 

£K   That  was  where  part  of  them  met  ? 

A.    Yres,  and  part  of  them  near  the  Borough,  in  Southwsrk. 

£jK    Do    you   happen  to  know  whether   there  was  a  fingle 
perfon  difeiplined  either  at  Mr.  Spcnce's  or  Mr.  Franklow's, 
who  was  not  a  member   of  the  London  Correfponding  Societv 
3  M  A.  Icaiin? 
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A.  I  cannot  fay,  I  never  made  that  enquiry. 

Mr.  Erskine.   I  wifh  to  have  the  articles  read. 

Mr.  Bower.  I  have  no  objection,  I  am  fure. 
{The  Clerk  reads.) 

"  This  aflbciation  (hall  confift  of  one  captain,  one  lieutenant, 
one  enfign,  one  ferjeant,  one  major,  fixty  rank  and  file,  two 
drummers  and  fifers. 

l<  Every  perfon  propofed  and  recommended,  fTiall  be  nomi- 
nated a  week  previous  to  his  introduction,  &c." 

$K  1  fee  this  aflbciation  is  for  the  purpofe  of  ftepping  forth 
in  cafe  of  fire,  commotions,  or  tumults,  but  not  beyond  the 
parifh  of  Lambeth — Do  you  know  that  any  of  them  lived  in 
the  parifh  of  Lambeth,  except  Franklow  ? 

A.  I  knew  fome  of  them  did  not. 

J9.  How  came  Mr.  Spence's  houfe  to  be  fixed  upon  for  a 
place  to  exercife  them  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  no  other  than  that  they  could  not  get  any 
place  elfe  ;  it  was  thought  proper  by  Mr.  Franklow,  if  the  aflb- 
ciation filled  fall  enough,  to  divide  the  aflbciation  into  ten  divi- 
fi->ns  ;  one  was  to  be  at  Mr.  Spence's,  another  at  John  Shel- 
merdine's,  in  Southwark,  and  others  in  different  places. 

jp.  Had  you,  at  any  time  that  you  was  fupplying  arms  to  this 
focietv,  any  converfation  among  them  refpecling  Parliamentary 
Reform  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  was  converfation  palled  between  them  more 
times  than  once. 

3.  Will  you  tell  us  what  the  fubjects  of  thofe  converfations 
wei  e  ? 

A.  I  really  cannot  recollect,  I  never  did  minute  any  thing 
down. 

jp.  Tell  us  the  fubftance  of  any  converfation  upon  Par- 
liamentary Reform  ? 

A.  The  converfation  I  could  collect  was,  that  if  they  did  not 
get  a  Reform  in  Parliament  without,  they  would  endeavour  to- 
get  it  by  force  of  arms. 

Mr.  Gibbs.  I  object  to  this,  and  the  objection  I  have  to 
make,  is  as  to  what  this  man  has  hear.)  from  the  Lambeth 
Societv  ;  for,  unlefs  they  were  members  of  the  London  Corre- 
fponding  Society,  cannot  be  evidence  againft  Mr.  Hardy — I 
undefftand,  that  the  Court  have  determined  that  any  thing  from 
the  members  of  the  Correfponding  Society  may  be  evidence 
againft  Mr.  Hardy,  but  1  do  not  know  that  this  now  is  evidence 
againir  Mr.  Hardy,  when- he  do  not  know  they  were  members. 

Mr.  Bowei  I  underhand  you  that  Mr.  Hardy  gave  you  a 
direction  to  Mr.  Frankiow's  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  gave  rne  Frankiow's  card. 

i>.  In 
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J^>,  In  coufequence  of  that,  you  went  to  Franklow's,  where 
tbefe  pcrfons  were  I 

A.  Yes. 

Air.  Bowers.  Then  I  fubmit  it  oan  be  evidence. 

Lord  Prefident.  The  evidence  does  not  feem  to  go  farther 
than  in  the  courfe  of  trade  ;  he  buying  {hoes  of  Mr.  Hardy, 
Mr.  Hardy  recommends  Williams  in  the  way  of  his  bufinefs:  it 
would  be  evidence  againft  Air.  Hardy  the  moment  you  pro/e 
that  the  fociety  at  Frankiow's  is  in  connection  with  Mr  Hardy; 
and  there  is  nothing  thit  I  can  find,  at  prefent,  that  connects 
Frankiow's  transactions  with  Mr.  Hardy,  except  as  far  they  may 
be  members  of  the  Correfponding  Society — and  it  appears  to  me 
that  the  examination  rather  fails;  for  the  witnefs  does  not  un- 
dertake to  know  that  any  of  thefe  men  were  members  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society. 

j^.  Was  Mr.  Franklow  a  member  of  the  London  Corre- 
fponding Society  I 

A.  Yes. 

j-^.  Was  John  Shelmerdine  a  member  of  the  London  Corre- 
fponding Society  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j^.   Do  you  know  John  Williamfon  ? 

A.  I  know  him,  but  whether  he  was  a  member  or  not  I 
cannot  fay. 

j^.  Do  you  know  James  Davis  ? 

A.  I  never  faw  him  but  once. 

j^.  Do  you  know  if  he  was  a  member  of  the  London  Corre- 
fponding Society  ? 

A.  I  cannot  take  on  me  to  fay. 

Lord  Prefident.  This  aiibciation  is  undoubtedly  an  a/Tociation 
formed  by  Franklow,  and  the  tranfa6lions  of  that  afibciation 
might  be  let  in. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General.  It  has  been  proved,  that  at  the  dinner 
of  the  fociety,  upon  the  20th  of  January,  he  appeared  in  his 
regimentals. 

Mr.  Gibbs.  He  did  fo,  but  I  will  put  the  cafe  to  your  Lord- 
ftiip  :  I  do  not  apprehend  that  if  any  gentleman  who  wears  a 
particular  uniform,  had  dined  with  your  ,'.ord(hip  that  day,  that 
your  Lordfhip  would  be  affected  by  any  thing  that  that  gentle- 
man may  have  faid,  or  any  in  his  fociety  ;  I  dare  lay  i  might 
fpeak  of  a  gentleman  who  did  dine  with  your  Lord-!  ip,  but  .  ill 
it  be  faid  that  what  he  {hall  L\y>  will  be  evidence  agaunt  ali  thofe 
that  attend  at  this  meeting — it  feems  to  be  an  argument  that 
cannot  ffand  for  a  moment. 

Another  way  in  which  it  has  been  put,  is,  that  becaufe  Frank- 
low  was  «  member  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  and, 
3  M  2  becau'e 
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becaufe  being  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
he  prefided  at  another  fociety,  for  a  purpofe  that  is  not  connected 
with  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  therefore  his  decla- 
rations are  evidence  againft  Mr.  Hardy  ;  becaufe  he  is  one  of 
thofe  thoufands  of  which  the  London  Correfponding  Society 
c  nfifts,  every  thing  he  fays  is  to  be  evidence  againft  Mr.  Hardy. 
■ — it  does  not  feem  to  me,  upon  any  principle  in  law,  that  any 
thing  which  any  of  thefe  men  happening  only  to  belono-  to  a 
fociety  inftituted  by  Franklow,  that  any  of  thofe  men  fo  fub- 
c  nnedted  with  the  fociety  of  which  Mr.  Hardy  only  happens  to 
be  a  member,  thv.t  the  declaration  of  any  ef  them  can,  upon 
oath,  be  evidence  againft  Mr.  Hardy,  to  prove  that  he  has  com- 
paffed  the  King's  death,  or  done  acts  which  amount  to  that.  I 
can  fee  no  principle  upon  which  that  can  be  contended. 

Mr,  Bower,  I  can  prove  by  a  witnefs,  that  no  perfons  were  to 
belong  to  this  alTociation  who  did  not  belong  to  the  London 
Correfponding  Society. 

Lord  President.  I  am  forry  we  have  been  fo  unfortunate  as  not 
to  make  ourfelves  underftood  at  the  bar  :  we  underflood  that 
there  was  a  fpecies  of  evidence  which  had  no  immediate  relation  • 
to  the  prifoner,  and  that  there  was  a  fpecies  of  evidence  that  had 
an  immediate  relation  to  the  prifoner  ;  that  fome  evidence  being 
given  of  his  having  been  involved  in  the  conipiracy,  all  the 
tiv.;i factions  of  that  confpiracy  to  which  he  is  made  a  party,  he 
will  be  bound  by  if  he  is  connected  with  the  general  plan,  always 
with  this  referve,  that  there  mull:  be  evidence  againft  him  to 
prove  him  fo  involved  in  the  plot  as  to  become  refponfible  for  ail 
the  parts  of  it  ;  but  there  may  be  a  doubt  whether  this  particular 
cafe  falls  within  the  princi[»:  :  the  fuft  thing  to  confider  here, 
is,  whether  there  is  any  evidence  of  Franklow  being  a  member 
of  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 

Mr.  Attorney-  General,  \  ou  were  a  member  of  the  Corre- 
fponding Society  ? 

A.    \  es. 

£).    Was  Franklow  a  member  of  the  Correfponding  Society  ? 

Mr  hewer.  Whether  previous  to  your  admiilion  to  that 
foci;  ty,  you  h  d  any  converfation  about  the  London  Corre- 
fponding Society,  before  you  were  appointed  to  pr6vide  any  arms 
tor  die  Lambeth  Society? 

A.   I  cannot  recollect  any  particular  converfation. 

,9.  Was  you  admitted  a  member  before  you  was  employed  ? 

A.   Yes. 

j^.  How  happened  you  to  be  admitted  a  member  of  the 
London  Correfponding  Society  ? 

A.   Mr.  Hardy  told  me  to  meet  a  perfon,  a  young  man,  to 

go 
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go  with  him  to  his  divifion,  and  he  would  propofe  me — and 
Mr.  Hardy  would  fecond  it. 

<>>.  Before  you  fupplied  the  arms  for  the  Lambeth  Society, 
were  you  afked  if  you  was  a  member  of  the  London  Corre- 
fpohding  Society  ? 

A.  1  do  not  recollect. 

gK  Did  Franklow  know  that  you  was  a  member  ? 

A.  I  have  no  reafon  to  think  he  did  not ;  I  believe  he  did. 

f,  Mr.  Hardy  did  know  it  ? 
Yes. 
i^>.    Then  tell   us  the  fubfhnce  of  any  converfation  of  ths 
members  of  this  fociety  refpecling  the  purpofes  of  affociations 
for  Parliamentary  Reform  among  themfelves  ? 
Mr.  Gibbs.  I  object  to  that. 

Lord  President.  They  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  prove  that 
Franklow  was  a  member,   and  two  or  three  others. 

Mr.  Gibbs.  It  feems  to  me,  it  is  not  open  to  Mr.  Bower  to 
fix  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  with  what  he  may  fancy  he  has  col- 
lected from  converfation  he  has  heard  at  this  fociety,  without 
mentioning  who  thofe  perfons  were,  and  from  whom  he  heard 
it ;  for  how  am  I  to  contradict  it. 

Mr.  Boiver.  Do  you  recollect  any  of  the  perfons  from  whom 
you  have  heard  fuch  converiation  r 

Lord  President.  You  faid,  that  from  converfation  among 
them,  you  underftood  what  they  intended  to  do — what  were 
thofe  compilations,  and  from  whom  did  you  hear  them  ? 

A.   I   really  cannot  name   the  perfons,  J  make  no  doubt  but 
Mr.  Nodder  and  Mr.  Saunderfon  might  be  prefent. 
Lord  President.  Who  are  they  ? 
Mr.  Boiver.  i  am  going  to  call  them  now. 
Lord  Prefident.   Are  they  members  ? 
Mr.  Bower.  Yes,  they  are. 

£)j  Did  you  hear  any  thing  from  Franklow  about  a  Parlia- 
mentary Reform  ? 

A,  I  cannot  fay  particularly  what  he  faid,  but  he  was  prefent 
I  believe. 

Frederick  Polydore  Nodder  fworn — examined  by  Mr. 

Lower. 
Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Lambeth  Loyal  AiTociation? 
A.   No. 

i^.  You  never  was  there  at  all  ? 
A.  No. 

S$j  Was  you  ever  at  Mr.  Spence's  in  Turnftile  ? 
A.  Yes. 

i^.  Was  you  ever  there  when  any  of  the  Lambeth  Loyal 
Aflbciation  were  theie  ? 

A.  I  cannot 
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A.  I  cannot  tell,  for  I  do  not  know  any  peribns  of  that 
defcription. 

George  Saundrson  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Bower. 

J$K  Were  you  prcfent  at  any  meeting  of  the  Loyal  Lambeth 
Affociation  ? 

A.  None  of  that  defcription  that  I  know  of. 

£K  {To  Williams')  Did  you  ever  hear  any  converfation  in  the 
prefence  of  Franklow  from  the  perfons  that  were  at  this  affb- 
ciation  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  have,  but  I  don't  know  by  whom. 

Mr.  Erjkinc.  I  object  to  that  queftion. 

Lord  Chief  Jujlice.  All  that  can  affect  Franklow  by  general 
evidence,  is  certainly  admirable. 

Mr.  Erjkine.  The  court  has  ruled,  that  where  any  member  of 
the  Corresponding  or  any  other  fociety,  with  which  they  were 
connected,  have  faid  any  thing,  or  any  member  has  done,  would 
be  evidence  to  prove  the  firft  branch  of  the  confpiracy,  going 
in  and  building  up  evidence  that  will  finally  affect  the  prifoner, 
therefore  I  think  it  neceffary  for  me  to  Irate  to  your  Lordfhip, 
what  I  take  to  be  the  cafe  here.  Mr.  Bower  flated  that,  which 
if  he  had  proved,  would  have  put  an  end  to  our  objection,  that 
all  the  members  of  the  Loyal  Lambeth  Affociation  were  mem- 
bers of  the  London  Correfponding  Society,  or  if  they  were  not, 
if  the  witnefs  had  faid  that  what  paffed  came  from  a  member 
would  be  admirable  evidence ;  but  your  Lordfhip  has  truly  faid, 
that  Mr.  Hardy  does  not  feem  more  connected  with  Franklow, 
who  is  ferjeant- major  of  this  Affociation,  except  this  man  tak- 
ing fhoes  of  Hardy,  and  Mr.  Hardy  recommending  him.  to 
Franklow  ;  it  would  be  rather  too  much,  and  going  beyond  the 
rule,  to  frate  that  1  heard  fo  and  fo  in  the  prefence  of  Franklow, 
therefore  it  becomes  an  object  of  mere  fufpicion,  and  more  our 
duty  to  guard  againft  it;  the  witnefs  cannot  fpecify  who  they 
are,  but  thinks  they  are  all  members,  Non  con/lat^  that  it  was 
fo  faid  by  a  member  of  the  London  Correfponding  Society. 

Lord  President.  The  ground  of  the  admiffibility  of  the  evi- 
dence is  fimply  that  Franklow  is  a  member  of  the  London  Corref- 
ponding Society  ;  then,  as  a  circumftance  of  the  general  con- 
spiracy, it  is  offered  to  be  proved  that  Franklow  had  framed  an 
affociation  of  armed  men,  to  which  they  will  impute  a  defign 
connected  with  this  alledged  confpiracy;  whatever  therefore  will 
fix  Franklow  with  that  has  been  confidered  as  proper  evidence  to 
the  general  charge,  and  the  only  queftion  theicfore  is  whether 
laving,  for  a  moment  the  cafe  of  the  prifoner  out  of  the  queftion, 
fu'ppofing  Mr.  Franklow  flood  at  the  bar,  whether  if  he  meant 
an  affociation  of  this  defcription  ?  and  whether  there  are  con- 
versations paiiing  in  his  prefence  from  which  a  bad  defign  can  be 

imputed 


[     4&3     ] 

mput  ed  to  this  aflociation,  whether  that  is  not  admiflible  evi- 
dence, as  againft  him  fo  far  as  he  agrees  to  it ;  but  it  feems  that 
what  partes  in  the  hearing  of  a  man  having  any  fort  of  connec- 
tion with  the  prifoner,  is  evidence. 

jp.  Where  was  it  that  Nodder  and  Saunderfon  were  pre- 
fent? 

A.  I  never  faw  him  only  at  Shelmerdine's  and  Spence's. 

J^.  {To  Nodder)  You  are  a  member  of  the  London  Corref- 
ponding Society  ? 

A.  I  am. 

j^.  Were  you  prefent  at  Shelmerdine's,  and  at  what  time, 
when  the  la  ft  witnefs  was  there,  when  the  perfons  were  alTembled 
for  the  purpoie  of  being  trained  ? 

A.   1  do  not  know  that  I  ever  faw  Williams  but  at  Spence's. 

j^.  Was  that  when  Williams  was  teaching  perfons  their  ma- 
nual exercife  ? 

A.  it  was. 

J^.  You  was  one  of  them  ? 

A.   I  was. 

Lord  President.  Which  fociety  were  you  a  member  of? 

A.  The  Correfponding; ;    I  have  my  ticket. 

j-9.  Do  you  happen  to  know  whether  the  perfons  that  were 
exerciilng  there,  were  members  of  the  Correfponding  Society  ? 

A    I  don't  know  all,  but  fome  of  them  were  thc-re. 

The  ticket  read,  u  No.  35,  London  Correfponding  Society, 
united  for  a  Reform  in  Parliamentary  Representation — unite, 
perfevere,  and  be  free.  On  the  back,  Frederick  Nodder,  paid 
to  Midfummer  iod.  Samuel  Hopper,  1794." 

Mr.  Bower,  i  fee  I  cannot  carry  this  farther. 

Lord  President.  The  court  decided  that  you  may  go  into  evi- 
dence of  converfation  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Franklow. 

Mr.  Boiver.  When  Mr.  Franklow  was  prefent,  tell  me  now 
whether  you  recollecl:  any  converfation,  or  any  part  of  a  con- 
verfation, which  refpe&ed  the  London  Correfponding  Society, 
and  the  purpofes  of  their  affociating  ? 

A.  I  really  cannot  recollect  the  converfations. 

j^  Can  you  recollect  any  part  of  them  ;  by  being  with  them 
various  times,  and  hearing  their  talk? 

A.  faw  there  were  fome  among  them  that  I  took  no  notice 
of,  nor  gave  myfelf  any  concern  about  them. 

3).  When  they  met  was  the  fubject:  of  Parliamentary  Re- 
form introduced  a:,  a  fabje£fc  of  converfation  at  all  ? 

A.  No,  it  was  not  generally  introduced,  but  they  would  be 
privately  talking  to  one  another. 

4>.   Where  they  talking  fo  that  Franklow  heard  them  ? 

Mr. 
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Mr,  Juftice  Grofe.  We  don't  know  who  they  were  talking 
to. 

Lord  President,  I  think  it  is  a  fort  of  evidence  that  you  had 
better  not  prefs. 

Mr.  Bower.  They  told  you  they  fhould  want  about  fixty  muf- 
kets,  that  you  heard  from  Franklow  ? 

A.   Yes,  fro  m  Mr.  Franklow. 

S>K  Did  you  hear  any  thing,  or  had  you  any  directions  from 
Mr.  Franklow  or  Mr.  Hardy  upon  the  fubjeel  of  arms  of  any 
other  kind  ? 

A.  I  was  one  night  in  Mr.  Hardy's  fhop  when  a  perfon  there 
asked  me  how  long — 

j£>.  Was  Mr.  Hardy  prefent  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  was  a  ftranger,  he  asked  me  how  long  I  could  be 
in  procuring  a  thousand  guns,  I  told  him  1  could  not  think  of 
getting  fo  many  in  the  fituation  I  was. 

^    What  faid  Mr.  Hardy  to  it  ? 

A.   I  don't  know  that  he  made  any  reply. 

J^.   Was  any  thing  more  faid  ? 

A.  He  faid  there  might  be  a  thoufand  a  week  got  from  Shef- 
field ;  I  told  him  fuch  a  thing  might  be,  but  I  could  not  under- 
take any  thing  of  the  kind,  and  there,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect, 
the  cohverfation  dropped. 

George  Saunderson  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Law. 

£K  Where  do  you  live  ? 

A.  I  live  in  Butcher-Row,  Temple-Bar. 

3.  You  keep  a  public  houfe  ? 

A.  Yes,  the  Bunch  of  Grapes. 

j^.  Was  you  ever  at  Mr.  Shelmerdine's  with  Mr.  Williams 
and  Mr.  Nodder  ? 

A.  Yes,  the  2d  of  April. 

j^;  What  was  the  occafion  of  your  going  there? 

A.  To  decide  a  bet. 

i^.  Did  you  fee  any  arms  there  ? 

A.   Yes. 

J%K  Who  did  they  belong  to  ? 

A.   They  belonged  to  the  armed  affociation. 

£>L  What  is  Mr.  Shelmerdine  ? 

A.  He  is  a  hatter. 

£K  How  many  do  you  believe  were  there  ? 

A.  I  fuppole  there  were  about  feven  or  eight  ftand  of  arms. 

£K  Of  how  many  perfons  did  this  armed  fociety  confift  ? 

A    I  fuppole  of  about  tour  or  five  and  twenty 

j^.  Do  you  know  whether  all  thofe  perfons  were  members  of 
the  London  Correfponding  Societv  ? 

A.  I  ihould  fuppole  all  of  them  \  for  they  objected  to  my  being 

a  member 
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a  member  of  the  armed  fociety  becaufe  I  was  not  a  member  of 
the  Lodon  Correfpondmg  Society. 

i5>.  Did  you  afterwards  become  (o  ? 
A   I  did! 

j|>.  How  manyp-rfons  have  you  feen  together  of  this  armed 
aflcciation  ? 

A.  About  twenty- four  or  twenty- five.  We  did  not  all  meet 
at  Mr.  Shelmerdine's,  it  was  thoifgfrt  dangerous,  they  met  at 
another  place,  where  the„y  might  with  mor<  fafery. 

i^.   y/ho  had  you  to  teach  the  military  exercife  ? 

A.   We  did  not  exercife  (here. 

$>.  At  the  place  to  which  you  adjourned  ? 

A.  No,  nor  there. 

£K  To  what  houfe  did  vou  adjourn  ? 

A.  To  Worcefter-ftreet. 
GK   Was  the  perfon's  name  Day  ? 

A.  Yes,  when  we  weat  to  Day's  we  went  up  flairs,  we  were 
informed  that  there  was  a  private  committee  who  had  fixed  upon 
certain  places  where  we  were  to  exercife. 

'3,   Where  does  that  committee  fit? 

A.  They  fat  with  the  reft  at  Day's. 

j£\  Where  were  thofe  private  places  ? 

A.  One  was  at  Spence's,  another  was  in  a  blackfmith'  s-flied 
in  Weftminfter 

Q.  Did  you  affemble  at  any  time  at  either  of  thofe  places  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  went  to  Spence's  firft,  and  then  to  the  filed  hi 
Weftminfter ;  we  met  once  or  twice  a  wee£. 

JQ.   For  what  number  of  weeks  did  you  meet  there  ? 

A.  I  called  feveral  times  but  there  was  no  one  there  ;  the 
nth  of  April  was  the  firft  time  I  exercifed,  and  I  continued 
going  to  Spence's  and  this  fhed,  till  the  firft  of  May. 

J$K  Who  were  the  perfons  that  taught  you  ? 

A.  Franklow  in  general,  or  Williams,  or  Hall. 

£K  What  was  the  greateft  number  you.  have  met  at  either  of 
thefe  places  you  have  mentioned  ? 

A.  I  don't  remember  we  ever  met  above  fix, 

<%>.  And  you  was  there  taught  your  military  exercife  ? 

A.  Yes. 

j?\  What  was  Hall  ? 

A    I  believe  a  taylor. 

j^.   Had  he  ferved  abroad  ? 

A.  He  had  ferved  in  the  French  army,  he  faid. 

Mr.  Enkine.  You  have  not  proved  him  a  member  ? 

jvlr.  Law.   Yes,  he  is  a  member, 

jjj>.  You  was  afterwards  admitted  ? 

A\  Yes. 

^>.  What  was  the  reafon  that  you  went  from  Shelmerdine's  ? 
3  N  //.  It 
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A.  It  was  thought  not  fo  fafe  to  cxercifeat  Shelmerdine's  ;  he 
frequently-changed  his  men,  and  the  reafon  he  gave  was,  that 
fome  of  them  might  not  be  {launch  to  the  caufe,  and  therefore  it 
might  be  hazardous  to  meet  in  his  houfe. 

Lord  (J/ief  fi.ftice     To  wh:it  caufe  ? 

A.  >f  i  may  judge  from  the  converfation,  it  was  to  obtain  a 
Parliamentary  Reform  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

Mr-  Law.  The  caufe  for  which  you  were  affociating  ? 

A.  Yes. 

3.    You  had  articles  of  affociation  ? 

A-   I  never  read  the  art.cies. 

6).  Did  not  they  att  upon  the  articles  ■ 

A.  I  don't  know,  ore  of  the  articles  was,  that  th-jy  mould 
pay  fo  much  upon  admiflion,  one  half  to  provide  arms,  and  the 
other  half  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  fociety. 

j^.  Was  you  a  member  of  the  thirteenth  divifion  at  Robin's 
coffee  houfe,   Shire -lane  ? 

A  Yes,  1  was  received  a  member  the  fame  night  as  Mr. 
N odder  was. 

3  Do  you  remember  any  members  in  the  month  of  May 
laft,  jiving  an  account  of  the  time  when  Mr.  Pitt  would  pro- 
bably be  at  the  Houfe  of  Commons  -? 

A.  It  was  in  the  month  of  May,  I  don't  recollect  the  night, 
one  or"  the  members  got  up,  and  faid,  Citizens,  Mr.  Pitt — 

Q  Was  it  at  a  meeting  of  the  divifion  ? 

A.    It  was. 

Mr.  Erskine.  Which  of  the  members  ? 

A.  I  don't  know. 

Mr.  Law.  Was  it  a  member  of  the  divifion  ? 

A.  Yes 

Jnry.  Was  this  in  f  h're-lane  ? 

A.   Yes. 

Air.  Law.  What  did  this  member  fay  ? 

A  Citizens,  Mr  ,  itt  will  go  over  one  of  the  bridges,  I  forget 
which   at  twelve  o'clock  at  night. 

j^   Did  he  accompany  that  by  any  obfervation  ? 

A.  1  -here  was  a  general  clapping  upon  the  table;  and  fome 
members  faid  it  was  not  proper  to  make  ?ny  comments  upon  it. 

j^.   Was  any  thing  further  faid  upon  it  ? 

A.  They  mentioned  the  particular  bridge,  and  what  wouM 
occahon  him  to  ftay  till  twelve  o'clock  at  night;  J.  think  it  was 
Putney  bridge. 

Q  VV'as  there  any  piece  of  news,  or  any  thing  that  was  called 
good  news  announced  by  one  of  the  members  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  was  fome  good  news  camethat  night,  it  was  a 
defeat  of  part  o^  the  Britiih  army. 

6).  Was 
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J®.  Was  that  called  good  news  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  was  fo  underftood,  it  was  fo  defcribed  and  an- 
nounced. 

£K  Do  you  recollc£l  any  thing  refpecting  one  of  the  King's 
meliengers  ? 

A.  Yes,  one  of  them  faid  he  had  the  pleafure  to  inform  the 
feciety,  that  one  of  ihe  King's  mefiengers  had  been  killed  in 
the  country. 

j^.  Do  you  remember  one  Higgins  ? 

A.  I  remember  his  name,  though  I  do  not  recoiled  his 
perfon. 

jp  Do  you  remember  any  obfervation  any  member  made 
concerning  his  relations  ? 

/  A.  That  if  the  meiTenger  had  been  his  own  fori,  or  his  own 
father,  he  fhould  have  been  happy  for  him  tot  nave  met  the 
fame  fate. 

j^.  Was  it  made  by  Higgins  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 
"  £%j  Was  any  thing  mentioned  to  the  fuciety  to  be  cautious  of 
fpies  ? 

A.  Yes,  frequently,  for  that  in  all  fqcieties  fpies  would 
creep  in. 

i^.  Do  you  remember  any  proportion  for  fubdividing  the 
meetings,  to  meet  in  le(s  numbers  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  was  a  propofal  to  prevent  our  meeting  at  public 
houfes,  that  they  fhould  be  divided  into  tythes,  that  the  nine 
others  were  to  meet  at  the  houfe  of  the  tenth  man. 

J3K   Was  that  plan  acceeded  to  ? 

A.  It  was  referred  for  future  confideration. 

j^.  Was  there  any  fufpicion  of  any  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  being  a  fpy  ? 

A.  There  was  fome  one  alluded  to,  but  who  it  was  I  did 
not  know. 

j^.  Was  any  thing  faid  what  they  would  do  to  fpies  ? 

A.  One  faid  he  would  blow  his  brains  out  if  he  difcovered 
him. 

£K  You  had  a  musket  furnifhed  you  from  one  of  thofe  people 
that  you  learned  jour  exercife  of — who  had  you  it  from  ? 

A.  I  had  it  from  Mr.  Williams. 

J$K  That  musket  you  have  now,  I  believe  ? 

A.  No,   1  have  not. 
George  Saunderson — crofs-examined  by  Mr.  Erskine; 

J^.  And  fo  a  member  faid  he  would  not  care  for  blowing  any 
fpy's  brains  out  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q  Was  you  not  a  little  afraid  when  you  heard  that  ? 

3  N  2  A.  Yes, 
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J.  Yes. 

j|>.  Then  you  was  a  fny  ? 
^:    Yes: 

^.  What  is  that  paper  you  have  in  your  hand  ? 
A.  It  is  merely  a  memorandum  of  datesi 
£L  At  what  time,  and  what  place  was  it  that  there  was  a 
rejoicing  at  a  defeat  of  the  Britifh  troops,  and  that  a  member 
faid  he  was  happy  that  one  of  the  King's  tneffengers  had  been 
killed^  and  that  if  it  had  been  his  fori  or  his  father,  he  mould, 
have  been  glad  if  he  had  met  with  the  fame  fate — give  me  the 
date  when  that  paded  ;  you  faid  you  had  taken  it — what  have 
you  ta'cen  down,  Mr,  Spy? 

A.  "When  I  was  firft  introduced  into  the  thirteenth  divifion, 
it  was  on  the  21ft  of  April,  on  Friday. 

Lord  President.  Thefe  obfervations  are  more  proper  when  yo"u 
come  to  addrefs  the  Jury. 

Mr.  Attorney-General.  Really  that  is  not  the  courfe  of  exa- 
mining witnefles  ;  I  remember  a  cafe  in  which  my  Lord  Holt 
made  ufe  ©f  very  (Irong  language,  that  obfervations  of  that  fort 
ought  not  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  am  fure  I  fnall  always  pay  that  attention  to 
the  court  which  is  due  from  me  ;  but  I  am  not  to  be  told  by  the 
Attorney- General  how  I  am  to  examine  a  witnefs. 

Mr.  Attorney- General.  I  thought  you  had  not  heard  his 
LordibJp. 

Mr.  Erskine.  I  heard  you  though,  which  I  ought  not  to 
have  done. 

j^  When  was  it  that  you  heard  that  converfation  from  whence 
you  collected,  that  the  Reform  in  Parliament,  v/as  to  be  carried 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  ? 

A.  That  was  mentioned  in  the  armed  fociety. 

Jg.   When? 

A.  April  2d.  at  Mr.  Day's. 

j^    Where  is  Day's  ? 

A.  In  the  Borough,  near  the  Grove,  a  place  called  Wor- 
cefter-ftreet. 

j^   How  many  perfons  were  prefent  at  that  time  ? 

A.  Some  were  going  up  flairs,  and  fome  were  going  away  ; 
there  might  be  three  or  four,  or  five  and  twenty ;  I  did  not 
expect  to  be  called  upon  as  an  evidence. 

J9.  You  did  not  ? 

A.  No. 

jP.  I  wifh  to  know  from  you,  whether  the  converfation  you 
have  ftated,  you  collected  it  from  one  perfon,  or  was  it  the 
general  converfation  ? 

A.  It  fetmed  to  be  the  general  opinion,  that  a  Pa  liamentary 
Reform  could  not  be  effected  but  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

£.  And 
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.9.  And  you  collected  that  it  was  their  intention  fo  to  carry  it  ? 

J.  Yes. 

$K  And  you  fancy  this  converfation  was  on  the  fecond  of  April 
at  this  place  ? 

J.  Yes. 

^.    W  hat  is  it  you  fad  about  a  bet  ? 

A.  The  reafon  1  went  wa    to  decide  a  bet. 

jp.  Then  you  made  yourfelf  a  member  of  the  London  Cor- 
refponding  Society,  and  took  thefe  notes  ? 

A-  Yes,  after  i  had  once  difcovered  that  there  was  fuch  an 
armed  affociation,  I  ftaid  to  give  notice  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

j^.  Should  you  know  any  of  thofe  perfons  again  that  were 
at  Day's? 

A.  Yes,  I  fhould  know  two  or  three  of  them. 

<$>.  Should  you  know  more  of  them  ? 

A,  I  do  not  know  if  I  fhould  ;  Mr.  Hall  was  in  the  chair, 
Mr- FrankJow  was  there ;  I  think  Williams  was  there,  but  I 
am  not  certain  to  his  perfon  :  not  expecting  to  fee  any  thing  of 
the  kind,  I  was  much  flurried  and  confufeu. 

Edward  Gosling  fworn — examined  by  Mr.  Garrow. 

SjK  Have  you  been  any  time  a  member  of  the  London  Corrc- 
fponding  Society  ? 

A.   I  became  a  member  on  the  15th  April,  1 794. 

j^.  Did  you  become  a  member  in  confequence  of  any  com- 
munications between  you  and  any  magiftrate  of  the  country  ? 

A.  I  had  not  been  pofitively  directed*  to  become  a  member  of 
the  Society. 

j^.  Had  you  communicated  with  any  magiftrate  of  the  coun- 
try before  you  became  a  member  of  the  fociety  ? 

A.  Not  particularly  refpecting  the  London  Correfpondin^ 
Society. 

£K  Who  was  the  perfon  that  fir  ft  introduced  you  to  the 
fociety  ? 

A.  Mr.  Hillier. 

j^.  Did  he  make  application  to  you,  or  you  to  him  firft  ? 

A.  I  firft  went  to  Mr.  Hillier,  to  enquire  after  a  perfon  who. 
was  a  member. 

j£.  What,  led  you  to  go  to  Mr.  Hillier? 

A.  I  was  informed  that  a  perfon  I  was  enquiring  after  was  a 
member  ;  upon  feeing  publications  of  a  feditious  nature  in  his 
windows — 

j^.  In  what  windows  ? 

A.  In  Mr.  Hillier'*,  who  fold  fmall  pamphlets  ;  I  thought  it 
was  likely  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  fociety,  and  could  give 
me  fome  information? 

J^.  When  was  it  you  made  your  application  ? 

4.  Sometime 
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A.  Sometime  in  March. 

$K  For  what  purpofe  did  you  become  a  member  of  the 
foe. 

A.  When  I  firft  became  a  member,  I  W3S  unexpectedly  pro- 
pofed,  and  on  the  day  following  I  informed  Mr.  Wickham  that 
done  (o. 

Q   Why  did  you  attend  the  meeting  ? 

A.  To  difcover  whether  they  had  any  ferious  intention  of 
arming. 

£>.    You  had  ftated  fomething  to  Mr.  Wickham  upon  the 

iubjJa? 

A.  Yes. 

jp.  Was  it  with  his  approbation  that  you  attended  the 
meeting  ? 

A.    Yes. 

§)j  Did  you  communicate  to  Mr.  Wirkham,  from  time  to 
time,  fuch  facts  as  came  to  your  knowledge  ? 

A.   Yes. 

j^.  And  you  went  for  that  exprefs  purpofe  of  gating  infor- 
mation and  communicating  it  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  Sir,  when  was  you  fir  ft  introduced  ? 

A.  On  the  15th  of  April,   1794. 

J^.  Of  what  divifion  did  you  become  a  member? 

A,  Number  Eleven. 

j^>.  Meeting  at  what  place  ? 

A.  Northampton-ftreet,  Clerkenwell,  the  fign  I  do  not  re- 
collect ;  the  man's  name  was  Holt. 

jp.<  Did  Mr.  Hillier  introduce  you  ? 

A.  Yes. 

$K  What  number  of  perfons  were  prefent  at  that  meeting  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  exactly,  about  rhirtj. 

£K   Did  any  thing  materia!  pafs  at  that  meeting  ? 

A.  There  were  fome  converfation  about  the  proceedings. 

j^.   Had  the  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm  then  taken  place? 

A.  My  firft  introduction  was  the  day  after  the  meeting  at 
Chalk  Farm. 

J^j  Be  fo  good  to  ftate  what  pafled  with  refpect  to  the  meeting 
at  Chalk  Farm,  in  the  converfation  of  that  evening  ? 

A.  I  heard  fome  perfons  talking  that  there  was  to  be  a  con- 
vention ;  they  thought  it  was  necefTary  to  arm,  to  protect  that 
convention  in  the  fame  manner  as  had  been  done  in  the  National 
Convention  of  France — Their  minds  appearing  to  be  very  much 
heated  at  that  time,  from  what  had  palled  at  Chalk  Farm,  I  did 
not  much  think  of  their  being  ferious. 

Q  Were  they  heated  with  liquor  ? 

A.  No, 
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A.  No,  but  with  what  had  palled  at  Chalk  Farm." 

j^>.  What  was  defcribed  as  having  patted  there,  that  had  (o 
heated  their  fpirits  ? 

A.  A  number  of  refolutions  had  paffed. 

3,  What  was  the  nature  of  thofe  refolutions? 

A.  I  remember  one  of  them. 

Q  Do  you  recoil  eel  the  tendency  of  any  of  the  refolutiotts. 
that  were  fajd  to  have  paffed  at  Chalk  Farm  i" 

A.  I  can  remember  fome  circumftances  that  occured  at  Chalk 
Farm,  I  was  at  Chalk  Farm  myfelf. 

6).  State  any  circumfrances  that  occured  at  Chalk  Farm  ? 

A.  There  were  a  number  of  refolutions  read  at  Chalk  Farm, 
which  I  cannot  repeat,  but  one  of  them  concluded,  w  That  it 
brought  Charles  the  Firft  to  the  block,  and  lent  James  the  Se- 
cond from  his  throne ;"  and  then  one  man  gave  a  great  ilicuU 
Richter  had  received  a  letter  from  Sheffield,  I  think  ;  that  a. 
great  number  of  perfons  had  met  at  Sheffield;  that  they  were 
determined  not  to  petition  Pariiameut  any  more  j  they  faid  a 
convention  was  intended  to  be  called  ;  and  f  think  it  was  to  be 
in  fix  weeks,  or  a  fhorter  time,  I  cannot  recollect  pohtively  the 
words. 

j^.  On  this  man  that  you  fpoke  of  fhouting,  were  there* 
any  obfervation  made  ? 

A.  There  was  fome  perfon  faid  that  they  thought  holding  up 
their  hands  were  fufficient,  and  this  man  called  out  he  wiflied  to 
be  heard  to  St.  James's. 

£K  Do  you  know  of  Mr.  Thelwall  ? 

A.  I  was  informed  there  was  a  perfon  whofe  name  was  Thel- 
wall, he  fpoke  feveral  times. 

£K  Do  you  recollect  any  particular  expreflions  that  flruck  you 
at  the  time  ? 

A.  He  faid  fome  thing  that  Mr.  Dundas  had  attempted  td 
bring  the  Scotch  laws  into  England ;  that  if  he  did  they  mult 
repel  force  by  force. 

<$K  Do  you  recollect  what  particular  fubjecSl  of  the  Scotch 
laws  were  fpoken  of  at  that  time? 

A.  I  believe  they  immediately  referred  to  the  perfons  who  had 
been  tried  in  Scotland,  and  I  think  he  faid  in  that  infamous  and 
ever-to-be-detefted  Court  of  Julticiary  in  Scotland. 

J%K  Do  you  recollect  the  remainder  of  that  fentence  ? 

A.   No. 

i^.  Were  there  any  refolutions  about  printing  any  number  of 
the  proceedings  of  that  day? 

A.  It  was  ordered  that  a  number,  I  cannot  tell  whether 
100,000  or  200,000  ihould  be  printed. 

£.  Which 
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SjK  Which  was  the  next  meeting  of  the  divifion  that  you  was, 
at  after  this  ? 

A.  On  the  Monday  following  I  was  at  the  meeting  of  another 
divifion;  I  was  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Morris,  divifion  16,  and 
25,  at  a  jack-maker's  in  Brick-lane. 

Q.  Did  any  thing  particular  pafs  there — Do  you  recollect  any 
thing  particular  at  that  time  ? 

A.  Only  that  Dr.  Hodfon  was  propofed  for  relief. 
6)j  Did  you  go  next  day  with  Mr.  Hillier  to  fee  Dr.  Hodfon  ? 
A.  Yes,  I  went  to  Newgate. 
®.  Who  was  you  introduced  to  there  ? 
A".  To  Dr.  Hodfon,  Mr   Hillier  was  there. 
£>.  Was  there  any  body  elfe  there  ? 

A.  Mr.  Lloyd,  Mr.  'Rouffel,  a  Frenchman,  and  Captain 
WTiiliams  from  America. 

j^.  Tell  us  what  the  nature  of  the  converfation  was  there,  in 
the  prefence  of  Mr.  Hillier  ? 

A.  The  principal  converfation  was  with  Dr.  Hodfon  ;  he  asked 
me  if  I  had  ften  the  new  constitution  ;  I  told  him  that  1  was  but 
a  young  member,  and  I  did  not  know  any  thing  of  it;  and  he 
informed  me  there  was  a  very  clever  one  coming  out,  that  the 
fociety  was  to  be  divided  into  fmaller  divifions,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  fociety  learning  the  ufe  01  arms  at  each  other's 
houfes. 

§>j  What  more  paft  at  that  time  ? 
A.  I  have  a  memorandum. 

.  Lord  Chief  Baron.  Did  you  make  a  memorandum  at  the 
time  ? 

A.  Yes  the  purport  of  it  was,  they  informed  me,  that  the 
divilions  fhould  be  formed  into  tythings  to  prevent  fpies  from 
getting  in  among  the  fociety ;  he  likewife  ftated  that  their 
number  was  increafing,  I  faid  there  appeared  no  man  of  pro- 
perty among  them,  one  of  them  faid  that  when  the  fociety  was 
in  a  (rate  of  organization,  money  mould  not  be  wanted,  that 
was  by  Mr.  Rouffel. 

j9.   Did  any  more  paf?  at  that  time  ? 

A,  A  toaft  was  given  by  Lloyd,  "  the  world  a  republic  or 
defert;"  Dr.  Hodfon  faid,  he  hoped  foon  to  fee  a  revolutionary 
tribunal  eftablifhed  in  the  country,  and  that  he  defpifed  all 
Others. 

J$)j  That  was  ftill  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Hillier  ? 
A.   Yes,  Mr.  Rouffel  talked  of  letting  off  for  the  Continent, 
he  was  going  from  there  to  Mr.  Thel  wall's  and  then  to  the  con- 
tinent ;  Mr.  Hillier  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  France,  and 
he  faid,  yes. 

^.  When 
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Q.  When  you  was  invited   to  go   and  fee  Dr.  Hocifon   and 
others,  who  did  he  invite  you  to  go  and  fere  ? 
A.  Perfecuteif  patriots. 

Q.  Mr.  Lloyd  is  in  confinement  labouring  under  a  fentence 
from  this  Court  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  heard  he  was  a  prifoner,  but  what  he 
was  there  for  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  meeting  of  the  divifion,  if  the  divifion  to 
which  you  belonged  met  the  fame  evening  ? 

A.  The  nth. 

Q.  Who  was  prefent  ? 

A.  One  Wright,  a  delegate,  and  Gordon,  who  was  fecretiry, 
and  about  fix  and  thirty  others. 

Q.  This  was  at  the  Hoop,  in  Northampton-ureet  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  recollecl  any  convention  of  Mr. Wright,  the  dele- 
gate in  the  fociety,  upon  the  fubjecl  of  arms  ? 

A.  After  the  fociety  had  broke  up,  Mr.  Wright  afked  if  I  had 
got  any  arms,  I  faid  no  j  he  faid  he  had  got  his  mr.fket,  and  it 
was  neceffary  we  mould  all  have  arms,  as  poflibly  we  may  foon 
be  compelled  to  ufe  them. 

0.   And  that  was  in  the  hearing  of  feveral  other  people  ? 

A.  Yes  ;  the  fecretary  faid  that  he  was  forrv  to  leave  the  foci- 
ety juft  as  they  were  going  to  act.  as  well  as  think,  and  to  regene- 
rate their  country  ;  he  laid  he  was  going  to  America,  and  he  fhould 
take  fome  ot  their  fpirited  refolutions  to  the  popular  focieties 
there. 

().  Did  you  hear  any  obfei  vations  upon  the  fubjecl:  of  arming, 
from  Mr.  Hillier,  or  any  bodyelfe? 

A.  Mr.  Hillier  faid  he  had  not  got  a  mufket,  but  he  had  got  a 
pike. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  being  prefent  at  any  time  at  Mr.  Hillier 's 
the  fame  month,  on  the  25th  of  April  ? 

A.  I  was  at  Mr.  Hiilier's — there  was  prefent  a  perfon  whofe 
name  I  was  afterwards  told  was  Hickfley. 

Q.  Where  is  Hiilier's? 

A.  No.  80  or  81,  Biinopfgare-ftreet ;  there  was  Mr.  Hickfley 
there,  and  one  or  two  other  perions,  who  appeared  much  in  liquor, 
and  a  man  of  the  name  of  Bennett,  fecretary  of  the  16th  divi- 
fion. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  a  perfon  was  there  who  was  a  mercer  by 
bufinefs  ? 

A.  Yes,  there  was;  I  undei  Mood  Bennet  was;  he  was  fecretary* 

Q.  Wrhat  was  the  convei  fation  which  took  place  at  that  meet- 
ing between  tiiofe  perions  ? 

2  O  A.  The 
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A-i  The  converfation  began  by  Hickfley,  who  faid  he  had  a  let- 
ter from  Sheffield,  that  they  had  had  a  numerous  meeting  ;  and  faid 
the  letter  Hated,  that  knives  were  making  of  a  particular  conftruc- 
t:on,.  that  this  letter  contained  a  drawing  of  an  inftrument,  with 
this  obfervation,  "  Thefe  are  the  inftruments  we  Shall  foon  make 
u[e  of."    He  ftated,  that  they  were  to  a  61  agatnft  the  cavalry. 

Q.  What  were  the  knives  ftated  to  be  for  ? 

A.  They  were  Sox  cutting  the  reins ;  and  it  was  further  ftated, 
the  principal  dependence  of  the  fociety  confifted  in  Securing  all 
theroyal  family,  and  the  members  of  both  houfes  of  parliament. 

Q.   Pray,  Sir,  what  date  was  this  ? 

A.  On  the  25th  of  April  laft. — Hillier  faid,  if  they  could 
refill  the  firft  (hock,  there  would  be  no  danger  to  be  apprehended 
afterwards. 

Q.   If  who  could  refill  the  firft  attack  ? 

A.  I  confidered  it  to  be  the  members  of  the  different  Societies,  if 
they  could  refill  the  firft  attack  there  would  be  no  fear  from  the 
army  ;  for  when  the  royal  family  were  fecured,  the  army  would 
have  no  head  to  look  up  to,  and  would  be  glad  to  accept  the  addi- 
tional pay  that  would  be  offered  them. 

Q.  Who  was  that  additional  pay  to  be  offered  by  ?• 

A.   I  underltood  the  focieties. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  obfervation  of  Mr.  Hillier's  upon 
that,  with  refpecl  to  the  additional  pay  being  offered  to  the 
army  ? 

A.  There  was  fomething  faid,  I  believe  it  was  i8d.  that  was 
mentioned  ;  that  men  would  not  fight  for  6d.  a  day,  when  they 
could  have  i8d.  or  fomething  to  that  purpofe. 

0.  Whether  any  of  the  perfons  prefent  at  the  time  thefe  ob- 
fervations  were  made,  and  thefe  facls  ftated,  made  any  objection 
to  them  ?  - 

A.  None,  except  one  perfon  who  was  very  much  in  liquor* 
and  he  took  no  part  in  it. 

Q.  Were  the  reft  fober  to  whom  the  observations  were 
add  reded  ? 

A.  They  were  fober. 

Q.  Did  they  take  a  courfe  tending  to  repvefs  it? 

A.  No,  on  the  contrary,  Bennet,  the  Secretary,  went  out  with 
me,  and  his  converfation  was  fo  violent  when  he  got  into  the 
ftreet,  that  I  begged  him  to  hold  his  tongue,  for  the  people  be-, 
hind  us  were  taking  notice  of  us. 

0.  Do  you  know  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Baxter? 

A.  Yes,  I  have  feen  him  at  divilions. 

0'  At  other  times,  fince  that,  have  you  heard  any  observations 
from  Hillief  or  Baxter,  or  either  of  them,  upon  the  Subject  of 
arffriogr 

A.  Upon 
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A.  Upon  the  9th  of  May  was  the  moft  material  converfation 
I  ever  had  with  Baxter  at  Hillier's  houfe. 

0.  Who  were  prefent  befides  Baxter? 

A.  Mr.  Bennet,  Mr.  Hillier,  and  a  man  whofe  name  I  was 
toid  was  Hill,  and  fome  other  perfons  whofe  names  I  do  not 
know,  were  prefent  during  a  part  of  this  converfation.  Mr. 
Baxter  ftated  that  Mr.  Joyce,  who  was  chaplain  to  Lord  Stan- 
hope, had  reported  there  was  nothing  to  fear  from  Stone;  Stone 
had  too  much  firmnefs  to. let  them  get  any  thing  out  ot  him  by 
intimidation. 

Q.  Who  did  you  underftand  by  Stone? 

A.  Mr.  Stone,  in  Newgate,  I  heard  that  he  was  in  cuflody  on 
a  charge  of  freafbn;  then  there  was  fome  converfation  about 
Mr.  Hamilton  Rowan;  that  Lord  Stanhope's  fpeech  was  then 
printing,  with  an  addition  that  muff  be  cautioufl)  put  in;  that  a 
committee  of  correfpondence  and  co-operation,  were  preparing 
an  addrefs  to  the  army,  with  fome  ftrong  refplutionsj  he  laid, 
prudent  and  determined  men  were  wanted  to  propogate  the 
opinions  contained  in  thefe  refolutions. 

Q.  Where  were  they  to  propagate  them  ? 

A.  He  Hated  that  one  Moore  had  been  particularly  aclive  and 
fuccefsful  in  getting  over  the  army. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  what  defcription  of  the  army  he  had 
been  moft  fuccefsful  with? 

A.  He  faid  they  had  moft  to  fear  from  the  young  recruits; 
that  they  had  fucceeded  belt  with  the  old  foldiers  at  Wellmin- 
iter ;  that  if  one  third  of  the  army  was  got  over  the  other  two 
thirds  would  not  aft  with  fpirit  againft  them  ;  he  then  afked  me 
if  I  knew  any  perfon  that  would  buy  a  pike. 

0.  You  have  been  faying  all  this  of  Baxter? 

A.  Yes. 

0.  Do  you  recolleci  any  thing  of  an  interview  of  his  with  an 
officer? 

A.  Yes,  he  faid  he  had  feen  an  officer,  who  had  lately  been 
prefented  to  her  majefty,  who  had  ufed  a  violent  cxpreffion 
towards  her  majefty ;  faid,  u  Why  did  not  they  blow  up  the  whole 
family  together,"  or  words  to  that  effect.  He  then  afked  if  I 
knew  any  friends  that  would  purchafe  a  pike ;  I  faid  I  fhould 
have  no  objection  to  purchafe  one,  but  it  was  of  no  ufe,  except  I 
knew  how  to  ufe  it;  he  then  faid,  if  I  went  the  next  Thurfday  or 
Friday,  and  made  ufe  of  his  name,  to  the  fign  of  the  Parrot,  in 
Green-Arbour-Court,  Old  Bailey,  and  afked  for  one  Edwards, 
Edwards  would  be  called  out,  and  I  was  to  tell  him  Mr.  Baxter 
had  fent  me,  and  then  I  was  to  have  a  pike:  and  then  1  fhould 
be  introduced  to  others,  and  might  learn  the  ufe  of  it  with  them, 
that  Mr.  Edwards  was  very  clever  in  the  ufe  of  it,  and  would 

3  O  2  aflift 


t  476  ] 

affift  us  in  learning  the  ufe  of  it.  He  Rated,  that  pikes  were  much 
cheaper  than  mufkets,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  procure 
mufkets  for  fo  many,  on  account  of  the  expence.  There  is  another 
circumftance,  he  dated  perfons  with  mufkets  might  do  a  great 
deal  ol  mifchief,  if  they  did  not  know  properly  the  ufe  of  them. 
I  made  an  obfervation,  that  I  thought  we  might  come  to  a  par- 
liamentary reform  without  coining  to  blows;  upon  which  he 
faid,  is  there  a  man  in  the  fociety  who  believes  that  a  parliamen- 
tary reform  is  all  we  want;  no,  not  one:  he  faid,  many  men  of 
property  had  hitherto  kept  back,  on  account  of  the  irregular 
conduct  of  the  French,  but  they  were  now  willing  to  come 
forward,  as  they  were  convinced  that  a  revolution  might  be 
effected  in  a  few  hours;  he  faid,  for  his  own  part,  he  did  not 
wifh  the  king  or  any  of  his  family  to  lofe  their  lives,  he  thought 
they  might  go  to  Hanover;  he  laid  it,  raufl  be  expefted  that,  fome 
blood  mufl  be  fhed,  that  fome  perfons  had  offered  fuch  infults  to 
the  people,  that  human  nature  could  not  overlook  it.  The  con- 
verfation  afterwards  turned  relative  to  Mr.  ThelwalTs  having 
been  indifted,  in  which  there  was  nothing  very  material. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Hillier  prefent  during  the  whole  of  this  conver- 
fation  of  Baxter's,  which  you  have  been  ftating? 
A.  Yes. 

0-  Was  it  pronounced  in  a  way  that  he  might  hear  ? 
A.  Yes,  I  thought  as  Baxter  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
of  correfpondence  and  co-operation,  I  might  get  mofl  informa- 
tion from   his   converfation,  and  therefore  I  attended  mofl  to. 
him. 

0.  Did  he  flate  what  number  of  pikes  were  ready,  and  at 
what  place? 

A.  He  faid  many  thoufands  were  making  at  Sheffield;  he 
faid  that  the  heads  only  were  to  come  from  Sheffield,  but  that, 
they  were  to  be  Hocked  in  town. 

0.  Did  he  give  any  caution  with  refpe£f.  to  mentioning  it  in 
the  divifion  meetings  about  pikes? 

A.  He  gave  a  caution  that  nothing  of  it  fhould  be  mentioned 
at  any  of  the  divifion  meetings  until  the  new  conftitution  fhould 
be  adopted. 

Q.  The  new  conllitution  of  the  fociety  which  Dr.  Hodfon 
had  ("poke  of? 
4.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  give  any  reafen  for  the  neceffity  of  that  caution? 
A.  Becaufe  there  were  fpies  in  the  fociety. 
Q.  Was  any  thing  faid,  in  the  courfe  of  this  converfation, 
refpe£Hng  the  French  emigrants? 

A.  It  was  flated  ftill  by  Baxter,  that  it  would  be  advifeable  to 
let  ihofe  who  were  prifoners  out. 

2  '  Q.  What 
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Q.  What  pri Toners? 

A.  The  French  prifoners. 

Q.  The  French  prifoners  of  war. 

A.  Yes,  and  if  the  emigrants  fhould  refill,  they  fhould  (hare 
the  fate  of  the  Swifs  at  Paris. 

Q.  Did  he  name  any  of  thofe  perfons  who  had  offered  fuch 
infults  to  the  people  that  human  nature  could  not  overlook;  do 
you  remember  all  he  named? 

A.  He  mentioned  feveral,  Mr.  Pitt  was  one,  Mr.  Dundas  was 
another,  and  Mr.  Reeves  another. 

Q.  In  the  courfe  of  that  evening  did  you  return  to  your  home 
in  company  with  Mr.  Baxter? 

A.  I  went  part  of  the  way  home  with  Mr.  Baxter. 
,Q.  Did  he,  in  the  courfe  of  your  going  home,  enlarge  on  any 
of  the  fubjecls  that  had  been  converfed  about? 

A.  1  found  that  the  addrefs  that  was  to  be  advertifed,  was  tp 
excite  jealoufies  among  our  troops;  he  {fated  the  means  Mr. 
Moore  had  employed  with  the  army,  and  he  tofd  them,  that  by 
their  oath  they  were  to  fight  for  their  king  and  country,  but, 
when'their  king  and  country  were  at  variance,  they  had  a  right 
to  fight  on  which  fide  they  pleafed. 

Q.  Did  he  fiate  to  you  any  other  arguments  that  Mr.  Moore 
had  employed? 

A.   That  they  fhould  mix  with  them  and  treat  them  with  beer, 
and  enlarge  upon  the  feveritv  of  their  ufage  and  the  fmallnefs  of 
their  pay,  but  we  muff,  found  their  principles;  if  we  found  them 
riffocrats,  then  not  to  proceed. 

Q.  In  the  courfe  of  the  evening  when  this  converfation  was 
had,  was  Mr.  Hillier's  pike  produced? 

A.  I  don't  recollecl  that  it  was. 

Q.  Was  it  produced  at  any  other  time  when  thefe  perfons 
were  prefent? 

A.  It  was  produced  after  that  on  the  16th  of  May. 

Q.  At.  fome  other  meeting? 

A.  Yes,  at  another  meeting. 

Q.  This  was  not  at  a  divifion  meeting,  but  a  meeting  of  a  few 
of  you.    Who  were  the  perfons  prefens  upon  the  16th  of  May. 

A.  I  believe  I  am  wrong  in  point  of  date,  it  was  on  the 
17  th  of  May. 

Mr.  Garrow.  Whether  I  fhould  go  into  facls  after  the  prifo- 
ner,  Hardy,  was  taken  up,  we  fubmit  it  entirely  to  your 
Lord  (h  i  p. 

Lord  Chief  Baron  Macdonald.  When  was  he  taken  up? 

A.  The  12th  of  May. 

Lord  PrefidenL  No  I  think  it  would  not  be  proper. 

Mr.  Gar  rote.  Then  we  don't  wifh  to  examine  to  it. 

Q.  Do 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  the  circumflance  of  Mr.  Hardy's  being 
apprehended  ? 

A.  I  heard  of  it. 

Q.  There  was  a  converfation  with  refpecl  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  was  that  after  Mr<  Hardy  was  apprehended  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  I  do  not  inquire  into  it. — Do  you  remember  a  p;;per 
being  diftributed  fpeaking  of  the  ins  and  the  outs? 

A.  Yes,  that  was  at  the  meeting  at  the  Coach  and  Horfes, 
Crbfs-frreet,  Hatton-Crarden. 

Q.  Was  that  before  Mr.  Hardy  was  apprehended? 

A.  Jt  was  after. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  all  thefe  'circumflances  to  Mr. 
Wickh'm,  and  £11 11  go  on  with  his  approbation? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  attended  them  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  giving 
informatioti? 

A.  I  did. 

Edward  Go/ling  crofs- examined  by  Mr.  Ei/uns, 

Q.  What  is  your  chriftian  name? 

A.  Edward  Gofling. 

Q.  Are  your  father  and  mother  living? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Wna*  are  you  by  employment? 

A.  I  am  at  prefent  employed  by  Mr.  Wickham. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  in  this  bufmefs  ? 

A.  Yes,  in  writing. 

Q.  What  fort  of  writing? 

A.  Both  in  public  bufmefs,  and  in  private  bufmefs.  I  was 
employed  before  that  by  Mr.  Colquhoun,  in  writing. 

Q.   He  is  an  attorney? 

A-  No,  a  magiftrate  in  Worfhip-ftreet. 

Q,  How  long  ago  have  you  been  employed  by  Mr.  Colquhoun  ? 

A.  About  a  month  pail. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  him? 

A-  In  September  or  Oclober  laft. 

Q.  What  way  of  life  was  you  in  before  that? 

A.  I  kept  a  broker's  Ihop. 

Q.  Was  you  a  dealer  in  naval  flores? 

A.  I  never  in  my  life,  upon  my  oath,  bought  a  ftore  that  was. 
the  property  of  his  majefly,  if  that  is  the  quellion  meant  to  be 
afked,  as  I  know  I  can  falely  take  the  oath  1  do. 

Q.  Then  perhaps  you  never  faid  to  any  body  the  direft  con- 
trary of  what  you  now  fay  to  me? 

A'  I  did,  and  I  will  give  you  my  reafon  for  faying  fo;  I  was 
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ofked  by  Mr.  Worfhip,  when  I  went  to  buy  fome  prints,  what  I 
was;  I  told  him  I  was  a  dealer  in  naval  ftores;  I  made  that  excufe 
in  Read  of  giving  him  a  direction. 

Q.  Did  you  not  fay  you  dealt  in  naval  ftorcs,  and  would 
think  no  more  of  cheating  the  king  than  of  guillotining  him? 

A.  Never. 

Q.  I  am  fpeaking  to  you,  Mr.  Gofling,  have  you  always  gone 
bytha  t  name. 

A.  Yes,  and  I  will  explain  why,  as  means  were  ufed  yefterday 
to  prevent  my  giving  evidence;  I  call  for  the  protection  of  the 
court. 

Lord  Chief  Jufiicc  Eyre.  As  to  any  queftion  which  tends  to 
criminate  you,  I  will  prevent  it  from  being  put;  in  the  mean 
time  the  beft  thing  you  can  do,  is  to  keep  your  temper,  and 
anfwer  queflions  directly. 

Mr.  Erjliinc.  Did  you  ever  go  by  the  name  of  Douglas? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  When  did  you  hrfl  afTume  the  name  of  Douglas? 

A.  I  believe  it  is  as  much  as  ten  years  fince. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  continue  the  name  of  Douglas? 

A.  I  would  wifii  to  relate  the  circumftances  under  which  I 
affumed  that  name. 

Lord  Chief  Ju/i  ice  Eyre.  You  had  better  anfwer  the  queflions. 

A.  I  believe  I  carried  on  the  bufinefs  of  a  hair  drefler  in  that 
name  for  I  believe  near  feven  years. 

Q.  Where  did  you  refide  at  that  time? 

A.  In  Weftminfter. 

Q.  Where  in  Weftminfter? 

A.  No.  3,  Petty  France. 

Q.  When  did  you  firft  come  to  No.  3,  Petty  France,  asva  hair 
drefler,  by  the  name  of  Douglas? 

A.  About  ten  years  fince,  I  don't  know  that  I  can  ftate  ex- 
actly the  time;  I  believe  it  muft  be  about  the  year  1784. 

Q.  Mr.  Gofling,  I  don't  want  to  be  in  any  of  your  fecrets, 
if  there  is  any  reafon  why  you  fhould  wifh  not  to  anfwer  it ; 
but  have  you  any  objection  of  telling  why  you  changed  your 
name? 

A.  My  father  had  a  bufinefs  in  the  city,  his  bufinefs  was 
chiefly  in  the  wig  and  fhaving  way;  for  improvement  I  wiflied 
to  come  to  the  weft  end  of  the  town :  I  went  and  worked  with 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Penman ;  it  was  from  a  falfe  pride  that 
it  might  not  be  known  that  I  was  a  journeyman,  when  my  father 
kept  four  or  five;  I  was  afked  what  my  name  was,  and  I  chofe 
Douglas,  it  ftruck  me  from  the  play-bill. 

0.  I  have  no  objection  to  a  decent  pride;  fo  that  from  feeing 
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a  play-bill,  it  (truck  you  in  a  moment;  how  long  did  you  plav 
this  part  of  Douglas  ? 

A.  I  continued  feven  years. 

0-  Do  you  know  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Lincoln  ? 
A.  I  do. 

0.  Who  is  Mr.  Lincoln  ? 
A.  He  collects  rents  for  Mr.  Macnamara. 
Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  borrow  any  money  of  him  ? 
A.  I  will  explain  the  circumftance. 

0.  How  long  ago  is  it  you  borrowed  any  money,  and  what 
fum  ? 

A.  Upon  my  oath  I  cannot  flate  the  fum,  nor  the  time  ; 
it  was  either  iol.  or  10  guineas,  it  may  be  fo  much  as  four  or 
live  years  back. 

0.  Did  you  give  a  note  for  it? 

A.  I  gave  my  note  for  the  money,  part  of  which  I  paid,  part 
my  wile  paid. 

Q.  And  the  reft,  has  been  paid  fince? 
J.  No. 

0.  Did  not  Mr.  Lincoln  come  into  the  London  Coffee-houfe, 
by  mere  accident,  where  the  witneffes  for  the  crown  are,  I 
believe,  provided  with  what  is  fit  for  them  to  have,  and  fee  you 
there,  and  fay,  How  do  you  do  Mr.  Douglas? 

A.  Permit  me  to  explain  that,  Mr.  Macnamara  firft  came,  whom 
I  never  had  feen,  and  afked  me  feveral  queftions;  I  told  him 
the  ftaircafe  was  not  a  proper  place  for  fuch  a  fubject. 

0-  I  am  not  aiking  about  Mr.  Macnamara,  I  am  afking  about 
Mr.  Lincoln,  did  not  Mr.  Lincoln  come  into  the  London  Coffee 
houfe  ? 

A.  It  was  from  Mr.  Macnamara's  conducl  to  me,  that  I  was 
confuted  :  I  did  not  know  what  I  faid. 

Mr.  Garrozo.  I  with  Mr.  Macnamara  would  come  upon  the 
bench,  and  not  repeat  the  witnefs's  words,  but  be  quiet  while 
the  witnefs  is  crofs-examining  ;  I  take  it  for  granted  the  honour- 
able gentleman  would  not  do  any  thing  that  is  not  perfectly  cor- 
rect, but  probably  fome  impreition  may  have  been  made;  1  have 
feen  that  gentleman  highly  agitated  ;  that  fort  of  thing,  I  appre- 
hend,, is  not  perfectly  in  order. 

Mr.  Erjki)ie.  Mr.  Macnamara  had  been  there  before,  and 
behaved  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  you  was  fo  flurried,  that  you 
did  not  know  what  }ou  faid  to  Mr.  Lincoln  when  he  came 
in.? 

A.  I  certainly  was,  I  did  not  recollccl  Mr.  Lincoln's  per- 
fon, 

iJ-  But  you  recollect  what  you  faid  to  me,  not  two  minutes 
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ago,  that  Macnamara  had  been  there  ju ft  before,  and  had  behaved 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  vou  was  fo  flurried  you  did  not  know 
what  you  fa  id  ;   is  that  fo  ? 

A.  Yes,  he  came  and  afked  me  feveral  quefiions  upon  the 
ftair-cafe,  which  I  r.efufed  to  anfwer;  favs  he,  I  came  out  of 
humanity  to  you  \  you  know  there  is  a  note,  part  of  which 
is  not  paid,  and  he  faid  when  I  appeared  in  Court  the  note 
would  be  produced  in  Court,  unlefs  it  is  paid  ;  I  told  him  I  had 
not  the  money,  I  offered  to  pay  him  the  money  the  next 
day  ;  I  offered  the  money  afterwards. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Lincoln  lived  in  the  interval, 
between  the  time  you  borrowed  the  money;  had  you  feen  him 
in  the  interim  ? 

A  I  know  where  he  lived,  I  paid  a  part  of  the  money,  and  my 
wife  paid  another  part  of  it. 

Q.  Wiil  you  give  me  leave  to  afk  an  explanation  of  fomething 
that  i  did  not  understand.  Let  me  afk  you,  how  you  came  to 
fay  to  Mr.  Worfhip,  that  you  dealt  in  naval  ffores  ? 

A.  Becaufe  I  thought  it  would  prevent  enquiry,  and  I  did  not 
choofe  to  uive  him  my  direclion. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Worfhip  ? 

A.  A  jecretary  to  one  of  the  divifions  of  the  London  Cor- 
refponding  Society. 

Q.  Did  you  never  make  ufe  of  the  expreffion,  that  I  made  ufe 
of  before,  th;t  vou  would  no  more  mind  cheating  the  king, 
with  the  expreffion  I  before  made  ufe  of? 

A.  Never. 

Q.  Now  I  afk  you,  whether  many  of  thefe  expreffions  vou  have 
been  ufing  to-night,  you  did  not  make  ufe  of  yourfelf  in  order 
to  excite  them  to  do  thefe  things,  and  was  reprimanded  by 
them? 

A.  No,  never,  on  no  one  occafion :  the  only  thing  I  did  belong- 
ing to  the  fociety,  was  on  the  Tuefday  after  the  apprehenfion  of 
Mr.  Hardy,  I  mentioned  what  had  paffed  at  a  divifion  in  Comp- 
ton-flreet,  relative  to  a  committee  of  emergency,  and  to  know 
il  it  was  their  intention  to  do  the  fame. 

Q.  I  afk  you,  upon  your  oath,  whether  you  were  not  in  the 
conftant  courfe  of  ufing  inflammatory  expreffions,  going  about 
from  one  fociety  to  another,  to  excite  thefe  people  to  fay  what 
you  wanted  them  to  fay  ? 

A.  In  fome  refpetts  I  have  appeared  to  approve  of  their 
proceedings,  with  a  view  of  entering  into  their  defigns.  With 
regard  to  Mr.  Baxter,  I  did  not  wifh  to  lead  him  on,  nor  did  I  find 
fault  with  it,  from  this  circumftance,  that  as  I  had  reafon  to 
believe  arms  were  fecreted,  I  wifhed  to  know  where  they  were 
fecreted,  that  they  might  be  difcovered  before  the  mifchief 
♦Msfued. 

3  P  Q.  I  did 
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Q.  I  did  not  afk  if  it  was  mod  natural  for  you  to  go  there 
for  purpofes  the  moft  beneficial  to  the  public  good,  but  I  afk 
you,  if  you  did  not  go  about,  from  place  to  place,  ufing  the  moll 
inflammatory  expreffions? 

A.  Never,  I  fwear  that  mofl  positively. 

Q.  Do  I  underftand  you  to  fwear  pofitively  you  never  made 
ufe  of  any  inflammatory  expreffions;  I  will  put  you  in  mind 
of  fome  ot  them,  as,Why  did  not  the  fociety  learn  the  ufe  of  arms  ? 
it  will  be  of  great  ufe,  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  without  arms  ? 

A.  I  never  made  ufe  of  fuch  an  expreffion  in  my  life. 

Q.  Nor  nothing  of  that  nature? 

A.  I  am  fure  I  never  did . 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  fwe.sr  that  pofuivelv? 

A.  I  do  fwear  it,  I  never  ufed  any  means  to  excite  men  to  do 
this,  or  any  mi fchief  whatever. 

Q.  Now,  fir,  go  to  your  notes,  and  tell  me  at  what  place,  and 
on  what  days,  you  attended  on  the  profecution  of  that  which  is 
extremely  laudable  if  it  is  honefl  ? 

A.  The  times  and  the  places 

Q.  But  beiore  you  come  to  that,  do  you  know  a  Mrs.  Cole- 
man ? 

A.  No,  I  do  not  know  a  Mrs.  Coleman  now. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  know  a  Mrs.  Coleman  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  any  dealings  of  any  kind  with  her  ? 

A.  She  rented  a  fhop  of  me. 

Q.  Had  you  no  other  dealings  with  her;  lam  not  putting 
a  queflion  of  an  immoral  nature  to  you  ? 

A.  Yes,  (he  died  at  my  houfe,  and  I  buried  her. 

Q.  Did  fhe  leave  any  will  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  did  flie  leave  her  property  to  ? 

A.  Partly  to  one  Burrows,  and  partly  to  one  James  Leach. 

Q.  Who  made  the  will  ? 

A.   I  wrote  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mrs.  Biffin  ? 

A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  got  into  fome  trouble  about  it  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Was  there  no  complaint  made  againft  you  ? 

A-  There  was  nojuft  caufe  of  complaint  againft  me. 

Q.  lam  notafking  that;  was  there  any  complaint  made  againft 
you  upon  the  fubjeft:  by  any  body  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay  I  recollecl  the  particular  circumftances  that 
might  pafs ;  there  was  a  brother  came  up  out  of  the  country, 
a  brotl  er  of  a  fcrmei  hufband. 

Q.  I  am 
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Q.  I  am  not  afking  you  to  confefs  any  thing  criminal,  I  am 
only  afking  you  if  any  body  was  wicked  enough  to  complain 
oi  your  conduct  in  that  cafe  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  that  there  was  any  complaint. 

Q.  Upon  you  oath,  was  there  no  complaint  made  againft  you 
on  the  fubjeft  of  this  will  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  what  complaint  might  have  been  made. 

Q.  Upon  your  oath,  was  there  not  a  complaint  made  againft 
you,  to  your  own  knowledge,  for  fabricating  this  will  ? 

A.  Never,  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Will  you  fwear  that  ? 

A.  I  will  fwear  I  never  heard  any  fuch  thing. 

Q.  Pray  who  is  this  Mr.  Leach  ? 

A.  A  man  who  formerly  was  my  apprentice,  and  kept  a  fhop 
nearly  oppofite  me ;  he  fet  up  in  oppolition  to  me  in  the  fame 
bufinefs  of  a  hair-dreffer. 

Q.  And  the  woman  who  died  in  your  houfe,  left  her  property 
to  this  man  who  fet  up  againft  you  ? 

A.  I  told  you  flie  left  her  property  to  one  Burrows,  and  one 
James  Leach. 

Q.  Who  was  this  fame  James  Leach  to  whom  this  woman 
left  this  money,  was  this  the  fame  James  Leach  that  fet  up 
againft  you? 

A.  No,  my  wife's  fon. 

Q.  And  who  was  this  Mrs.  Biffin  ? 

A.  A  coufin  of  Mrs.  Coleman's. 

Q.  What  connection  had  you  with  the  woman  ? 

A.  I  had  no  connection  no  farther  than  lending  her  every 
fervice  in  my  power,  during  a  long  illnefs,  at  which  I  was  at  a 
considerable  expence. 

Q.  How  long  did  fhe  live  at  your  houfe  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fay. 

Q.  A  year  ? 

A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Six  months  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  the  time. 

Q.  Was  it  two  months  ? 

A.  Longer  than  that. 

Q.  Three  months  ? 

A.  Longer  than  that. 
Q.  Four  months  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  ftate  the  time. 
Q.  Was  the  will  made  by  an  attorney  ? 

A.    No. 

Q.   Do  you  mean  to  fwear  that  no  complaint  was  made  againft 
you  as  having  fabricated  and  forged  that  will  ? 

3  P  2  J.  I  never 
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A.  I  never  heard  it,  to  the  bed  of  my  knowledge  or  recol- 
lection. 

Q.  Will  you  f-vear  pofitively  yon  never  have ;  can  a  man  be 
charged  with  a  capital  felony,  and  forget  it  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  fuch  a  charge  brought  againft  me. 

Q.  Will  you  fwear  pofitively  that  no  fuch  charge  was  brought 
againft  you  ? 

A.  To  the  heft  of  my  knowledge  it  never  was. 

Q.  I  am  afking  if  there  was  not  a  complaint  made  to  vourfelf, 
you  being  charged  in  your  own  prefence,  whether  you  had  ever 
done  it  ? 

A.  Never,  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Will  you  go  to  the  length  of  fwearing  nobody  ever  did. — 
i)  >n't  you  undetftand  my  queflion,  whether  you  recoIle6t.  any 
body  ever  made  a  charge  of  it  to  you  in  your  own  prefence? 

A."  I  never  recollect  any  fuch  thing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  Mr.  Cox  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  know  a  Mr.  Cox,  a  cheefemonger. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exa£lly  fay  how.  long ;  I  have  dealt  with  him  in 
cbecfemor.gery,  and  butter,and  things  of  that  kind,  and  hams. 

Q.  For  the  ufe  of  your  family  ? 

A.  No,  for.fale. 

Q.  I  thought  you  was  a  hair-dreiler  ? 

A.  No  ;  for  my  cullomers.  My  wife  kept  a  fhop  of  that  fort, 
and  I  die/fed  hair. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  other  dealings  with  Mr.  Cox,  but  in  the 
fair  and  ordinary  courfe  of  bufinefs  ? 

A.  I  don't  recolleft  any  thing  elfe  ;  if  you  can  make  any  par- 
ticular queflion,  if  it  comes  within  my  knowledge,  I  will  tell  you. 
I  bought  a  gr~at  many  hams  of  him,  and  there  were  a  great  many 
holes  filled  up  with  mortar  and  Hones :  I  don't  think  he  ufed  me 
very  well. 

Q-  Mr.  Macnamara  came  to  intimidate  you  from  appearing  as 
a  witnefs  here  ? 

Lord  Chef  Jujlice  Eyre.  If  Mr.  Macnamara  has  been  fo  im- 
prudent to  go  into  a  coffee-houfe  and  talk  to  the  witneffes  in  that 
wav,  I  hope  it  is  what  neither  he  or  any  other  gentleman  will  do 
again. 

Mr.  Erjldne.  Am  I  to  undei  fland  you  to  fay  that  you  deal  in 
naval  (lores  ;   I  do  not  mean  difhoneftly  or  improperly  ? 

A.  What  fort  of  ftores  ?  I  have  purchafedold  ftores,  cording, 
and  fuch  things  as  that;  I  have  purchafed  old  ropes,  which  is 
ufually  called  hand  flopping,  to  make  paper. 

Q.  What  they  call  paper  i'LufF? 

A.  Yes. 
I        2  Q.  Now 


[    435    ] 

Q.  Now  I  will  put  a  queflion  to  you  ;  Did  you  never  fay 
this,  that  you  was  a  dealer  in  raw  materials,  and  then  the  perfon 
who  fpoke  to  \!ou  afked  yon  to  explain  it,  and  you  fa  id  that  vou 
.ittended  iales,  that  you  was  well  acquainted  with  the  flore-keeper, 
and  that  you  generally  bought  them  at  a  fifth  of  their  value,  by 
feeing  the  keepers  to  condemn  them  ? 

A.  I  wifhed  to  get  information  refpeeling  that  that  I  went  about, 
to  inform  Mr.  Colquhoun  the  magiflrate.  Hiilier  was  likewife 
inquifitive  to  know  what  I  was,  and  as  I  told  Hiilier  one  thing, 
I  told  Mr.  Worfhip  the  fame;  Hiilier  faid  that  he  had  a  relation 
a  Quarter  Mailer  there. 

Q.  But  did  you  tell  Mr.  Worfhip  that  you  fee'd  the  keepers  to 
condemn  them  ? 

A.  I  never  told  Mr.  Worfhip  that. 

Q.  Did  vou  not  fay  vou  had  followed  that  practice  for  years, 
and  thought  it  no  crime  to  cheat  the  King  ? 

A.  Never. 

Q.  Was  it  in  the  fervice  of  Mr,  Colquhoun  that  you  bought 
that  paper  fluff"  and  tilings  ? 

A.  Upon  my  oath,  I  never,  to  my  knowledge,  had  any  charge 
of  difhoneftv  for  it, 

Q.  Perhaps  vou  was  both  a  dealer  in  ftores  yourfelf  honeflly, 
and  was  an  informer  relpecling  ftores? 

A.  I  obtained  every  infoimation  I  could,  and  gave  it  gratis,  to 
prevent  children  and  other  perfons  from  purloining  the  ftores  :  it 
was  merely  to  prevent  robbery. 

Q,  What  was  the  reafonyou  told  Hiilier  that  you  had  been  in 
the  conflant  courfe  of  cheating  government  in  that  fafhion  ? 

A.  He  mentioned  to  me  his  having  a  relation  a  Quarter  Mailer, 
to  whom  he  meant  to  fend  fotne  of  thefe  refolutions. 

Q.  Is  that  an  anfwer  to  my  queflion  ;  I  afk  you,  why  you  told 
Hiilier  that  you  had  been  in  the  courfe  of  doing  what  1  have  been 
now  Hating  ? 

A.  I  never  told  him  any  fuch  thing;  I  told  him  that  I  was  a 
dealer  in  naval  ilores,  and  nothing  further. 

Q.  Did  not  you  tell  him  that  there  were  great  quantities  of  cop- 
per conveyed  out  of  the  docks,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
conveyed  out  ;  did  not  you  tell  hitu  that  there  was  a  great 
quantity  of  copper  conveyed  out  of  the  dock  in  butter  firkins  ? 

A.  No,  I  have  given  information  to  Mr.  Colquhoun,  that 
copper  wasfent  away,  but  not  from  the  King's  ftores.  ' 

Q.  Lafk  you,  whether  you  did  not  tell  him  vou  had  been  em* 
ployed  yourfelf  in  conveying  this  copper  away  ? 

A.  I  never  told  him  i  was  employed,  I  told  him  that  I  heard 
fuch  a  thing. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  tell  him  you  was  acquainted, with  a  woman 
who  lived  fomewnere  about  Tooley-fireet,  and  that  twelve  hun- 
dred weight  were  found  upon  her  premifes  ?  A.  I  did  • 
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A.  I  did  ;  I  told  him  that  I  had  fuch  a  thing,  but  I  never  faw 
the  woman  in  my  life. 

Q.  Now  I  have  nothing  more  to  afk  you  except  the  dates, 
which  you  will  pleafe  to  give  me  with  great  corre&nefs — when 
was  the  firfl  time  you  attended  any  ot  thefe  focieties  ? 

A.  I  was  at  the  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm,  but  I  was  not  a  mem- 
ber till  the  8tli  ot  April. 

Q.  In  what  part  of  the  meeting  was  you  at  Chalk  Farm  ?  was 
you  in  the  room  ? 

A.  No,  I  was  out  in  the  ground,  in  the  crowd. 

Q.  What  was  the  firfl  time  that  you  was  at  any  divifion  of  the 
foeiety — on  what  day  ? 

A.  On  the  1,5th  of  April. 

Q.  At  what  place  ? 

A.  The  Hoop,  in  Northampton-ftreet. 

Q.  When  was  the  next  time  ? 

A.  The  Monday  following  :  I  have  not  the  dates  of  every 
paper. 

Q.  But  fuch  as  you  have,  let  us  have  them  ? 

A.  On  the  Monday  following,  the  15th,  I  was  at  Morris's  in 
Brick- lane. 

Q.  What  number  of  perfons  were  there  at  that  time  ? 

A.  Five  or  fix  and  twenty. 

Q.  Who  were  they,  did  you  know  their  perfons  ? 

A.  1  knew  fome  of  them,  Bennet  and  Hillier. 

Q.   Whoelfe? 

A.  There  was  one  perfon's  name  I  believe  Captain  Williams, 
an  American  gentleman,  and  about  four  or  five  and  twenty  per- 
fons. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  place  ? 

A.  The  Tuefday  following  I  was  at  the  Hoop,  I  believe. 

Q.  Were  ITillier  and  Bennet  there  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  the  next  date  ? 

A.  The  2 2d  of  April. 

Q.  Were  Hillier  and  Bennet  there  ? 

A.  Hillier  was. 

Q.  How  many  perfons  might  be  prefent  at  that  time  ? 

A.  Seven  or  eight  and  twenty. 

Q.  What  was  faid  at  that  night  that  you  was  at  Morris's  ? 

A.  At  that  night  at  Morris's,  I  did  not,  hear  any  thing  about 
a.rming. 

Q.  Which  was  the  night  .that  you  heard  about  arming  ? 

A.  The  2 2d  April,  the  delegate  Wright  made  thefe  observa- 
tions to  me. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  night  upon  which  you  heard  any  of 
thofe  abominable  expreflions  that  you  read  to  us  to-night  ? 

A.  On 
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A.  On  the  29th  of  April,  there  was  a  converfation  about, 
arming. 

Q.  Now,  Sir,  at  what  night,  and  at  what  pla<~c,  was  that  horri- 
ble expre{Iioja  made  ufe  of  refpe&ing  the  King;  ? 

A.  That  was  not  at  a  diviuon,  that  was  at  Hillier's  houfe,  upon 
the  25th  of  April. 

Q.   Who  were  prefent  ? 

A.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Wickfey,  Hillier,  Bennet,  and 
myfelf,  and  another  man,  whofe  name  I  don't  know,  and  a  man 
who  appeared  to  be  in  liquor. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Gofling,  I  afk  you  upon  your  oath,  whether  vou 
are  prepared  to  fwear  positively,  that  you  heard  thofe  expreflions 
which  yon  have  fworn  to? 

A.  I  have  already  fworn  them,  and  they  are  true. 

Q.  A  nd  you  Hick  to  that  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Where  was  vou  upon  the  29th  ? 

A.  At  the  Hoop. 

Q.  Who  were  prefent  at  the  Hoop  ? 

A.  There  were  two  divifions  met  there  that  night,  No.  1 1,  and 
No.  6. 

Q.  What  number  were  there  ot  each  ? 

A.  I  fuppofe  there  were  40  or  50  perfons  together.  There 
was  a  print  produced  by  Worfhip  the  engraver,  recommended  to 
the  uie  of  the  fociety. 

0.  Were  there  any  converfations  about  arming  that  night,  or 
about  overturning  the  government  ? 

A.  There  was  no  talk  of  overturning  the  government,  but  it 
was  recommended  to  them  to  learn  the  ufe  of  arms. 

<2.   But  for  what  purpofe? 

A.  There  was  no  particular  purpofe  (fated,  that  I  recol!e£f.. 

Q.  Then  at  what  times  did  you  hear  the  expreflions  you  have 
related  ? 

A.  I  have  heard  particular  perfons  fpeak,  members  of  the  fociety. 

Q.  What  members  ? 

A.  One  Birks,  who  talked  of  the  fame  at  Chalk  Farm  ;  I  have 
heard  him  frequently  talk  ot  arming. 

Q.  What'did  he  fay  ? 

A.  I  cannot  fwear  to  any  particular  converfation  :  I  have  like- 
wife  heard  Kelly  tdlk  ot  arming  after  the  apprehenfion  of  Hardv. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  of  arming  merely,  but  arming  for  thefe 
wicked  purpofes  ? 

A.  I  don't  reco'lecl. 

Mr.  Garrow.  You  fay  Worfhip  produced  an  engraving  at 
one  of  the  meetings ;  will  you  be  fo  good  as  to  caff  your  eye  on 
that,  and  fee  if  that  is  the  engraving  that  was  brought  ? 

A.  It 
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A.  It  is  one  of  them,  it  is  a  figure  of  the  manual  exercife,  and 
platoon  firing;  he  mentioned  that  they  were  Sans  Cullottes,  and 
thev  were  to  have  red  caps  on  their  heads. 

Q.  How  long  is  it  ago  fmce  you  gave  to  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr. 
Macnamara's  agent,  that  note  ? 

A.    Four  or  five  \ears. 

Q    Was  it  given  to  Mr.  Macnamara,  or  Mr.  Lincoln  ? 

A.   Mr.  Lincoln. 

Q.   How  much  to  this  moment  is  due  upon  it  ? 

A.   About  three  guineas. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had,  for  all  thefe  years,  any  application  from 
Mr.  Macnamara,  till  after  you  was  attending  this  Conn,  by  vir- 
tue of  his  Majefty's  writ  of  fubpeeua,  and  attended  the  as  wh- 
ile fs  for  the  crown  ? 

A-  I  never  faw  Mr.  Macnamara  in  my  life  til!  yeflerday,  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  application  upon  his  part  to  pay  this 
money  ? 

A.  I  had  heard,  three  or  four  years  ago,  that  Mr.  Lincoln  had 
called  upon  me. 

Q,  Did  Mr.  Macnamara  come  to  you  alone  ? 

A.  Yes ;   I  was  fitting  alone,  and  I  went  down  to  him. 

0.  He  faid  he  came  to  you  out  ot  humanity  ? 

A.  I  will  hV.c  what  he  laid — He  faid  that  he  was  a  man  of  pro- 
petty,  of  a  large  eflate  in  the  country,  that  he  was  a  friend  to  the 
King  and  Conliitution,  that  he  would  fee  fine}  juilice  done,  and 
he  came  out  of  humanity  to  let  me  know  that  tins  note  would  be 
produced  again  ft  me  in  Court. 

Q.  Did  he  defire  you  to  pay  the  money  ? 

A.  He  afked  me  if  I  remembered  the  cirrumffancc;  T  told  him 
that  was  an  improper  place  to  talk  ot  it,  and  if  it  was  fo,  1  nauft 
meet  it  in  Court 

Q.  You  have  been  afked  a  great  number  of  quell  ions  about 
Mrs.  Coleman's  will;  was  there  any  complaint  inflamed  in  a 
court  of  law  refpeciing  it  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Was  there  any  complaint  ever  made  againfl  you  refpefiimg 

it? 

A.  No  :  the  brother  came  to  town,  and  never  found  any  fault 
with  it. 

Q.  Was  it,  upon  your  oath,  as  far  as  youhad  any  thing  to  d« 
with  it,  a  fair  and  houcft  tranlafciion  .  yea  or  no  .; 

A.    It  was. 

[Adjourned  to  Friday  Morning,  Nine  o'CioJi. } 

END    OF    THE    FIRST    VOLl'MI. 
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No.  I. 

Letter  U  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  by  the  London  Corre- 
fponding  Society,  united  for  the  Purpose  of  obtaining  a  Reform 
in  Parliament,  dated  the  4th  of  December,  1792;  figned  M% 
Mar  gar  oU— Referred  to  in  page  43. 

Sir, 
Honoured  with,  and  happy  in  the  confidence  of  a  number  of 
my  countrymen,  at  their  requeft,  I  tranfmit  officially  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters  two  addreffes  joined  in  one,  containing,  toge- 
ther, the  reafons  why  we  aflbciated  for  a  parliamentary  reform, 
and  the  legal  and  peaceable  methods  by  which  we  hope  to  ob- 
tain it :  fo  fandtioned,  I  muft  alfo  inform  you,  that  this  letter, 
and  thofe  addrefTes,  equally  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  fome  thou- 
fands  of  induftrious  citizens  in  this  capital,  and  of  a  far  greater 
number  difperfed  throughout  the  illand,  |here  being  not  a  fingle 
corner  of  it,  rotten  boroughs  excepted,  but  cries  aloud  for 
reform. 

Confiding  in  the  juitice  of  our  claim,  in  the  merits  of  our 
peaceable  demeanour,  and  our  ready  obedience  to  all  the  laws  of 
our  country,  we  imagine  ourfelves  clear  from  all  charge  or  im- 
putation of  fedition,  rebellion,  confpiracy,  or  treafon;  and  that 
in  purfuing  what  no  one  can  deny  to  be  our  right,  we  are  en- 
titled to  every  protection  and  fupport  of  government. 

I,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  my  fellow-citizens,  this  day  call 
upon  the  King's  Minifters  to  protect  and  uphold  us  in  the  pur- 
suit of  our  conftitutional  rights,  and  require,  that  in  future, 
our  lawful  and  well-regulated  aiTemblies  may  be  no  more  dis- 
turbed or  interrupted  by  the  faucy  interference  of  ufurped  au- 
thority— by  men,  unnamed,  working  with  threats  upon  the  fears 
of  uninformed  publicans,  and  bo2&\ngfecret  orders  and  warrants, 
as  though  Britain  was  fallen  under  a  defpotic  government,  and 
liable  to  be  ruled,  not  by  laws,  but  by  proclamations,  and  to  be 
iubfervient  to  mmiiterial  dictates,  written  on  a  drum-head,  and 
proclaimed  by  the  mouth  of  the  cannon. 

Equally  known  by  his  activity  as  by  his  knowledge  of  the 

laws,  an  honejl  magiltrate,  whole  fpie§  had  well  informed  him  of 
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the  nature  of  our  meetings,  has  acknowledged,  that  they  were 
peaceable,  innocent,  and  conftitutional,  and  futther,  admits  the 
neceffity  of  a  reform.  At  your  hands,  Sir,  I  therefore  demand 
juftice  and  protection  for  the  fociety  againfl.  all  ruffians,  who, 
et  loofe  on  the  public,  have  dared,  or  fhall  henceforth  dare, 
like  the  fatellites  of  ancient  fanguinary  tyrants,  aiTume  to  theai- 
felves  the  double  office  of  making  laws  and  executing  them. 

Certain  that  fuch  an  iniquitous  fyftem  cannot  originate  in  a 
Britifh  Cabinet,  we  exclaim,  may  perdition  light  equally  upon 
fuch  vile  mifcreants  and  their  employers. 

Were  we,  according  to  the  hackrtied  cuftom,  to  recur  to 
precedents,  we  mould  fay,  that  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  have  themfelves  traced  out  the  path  we  now  purfue ; 
that  themfelves  have  afferted  the  right  of  Britons  to  a  fair, 
equal,  and  adequate  reprefe  nation  in  Parliament;  that  they 
themfelves  had  invited  us  to  afTociate  and  difcufs  our  rights ; 
and  we  might  add,  that  in  fo  doing,  they  fpoke  and  acted  like 
honeft  men — they  were  not  then  in  office. 

But  the  rights  of  the  people  being  ever  the  fame,  fuch  pre- 
cedents, and  fuch  fupporters,  are  fuperfluous.  However,  as 
things  feen  through  the  medium  of  power  have  a  very  different 
afpe£t  from  what  they  wore  when  thofe  worthy  gentlemen  were 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  it  is  not  altogether  improbable 
that  feverities  may  be  had  recourfe  to,  to  quell  that  dellre  for 
reform  which  they  themfelves  have  railed.  Should  that  be  the 
cafe,  I  beg  it  as  a  favour,  or  rather,  being  in  the  foremofr.  rank, 
I  claim  it  as  my  right,  that  the  attack  may  commence  upon  me. 
Whenever  extraordinary  meafures  may  be  adopted,  I  earneftly 
wifh  to  be  the  firft  of  the  Society  in  feeling  the  effects  of  them, 
rind  mail  deem  it  not  a  proud,  but  an  honourable  day,  in  which 
I  fhall  be  called  upon  to  plead  the  caufe  of  my  fellow-citizens 
againlt  oppreffion. 

Claiming  protection,  I  have  a  right  to  your  anfwer,  either  to 
refute  or  grant  it:  in  either  cafe,  it  fhall  be  made  public,  as 
(hall  alio  your  iilence,  mould  you  not  attend  to  this  letter,  ex- 

preffing  the  requeft  of  feveral  thoufand  citizens Our  country 

iJaall  then  judge  us  both. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  very  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  M.  Margarot, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  London  Corre- 
fponding  Society,  united  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
a  thorough  Parliamentary  Reform. 

The  foregoing  letter  was  put  into  the  General  Poft-office, 
on  the  5th  of  December,  by  three  of  the  delegates  of  the  So- 
gietjj  aud  a  ruelpt  taken  From  the  dferk,  of  its  having  been 

delivered 
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delivered — no  doubt,  therefore,  can  remain  of  its  having  been 
long  in  the  pofleftion  of  the  Honourable  Secretary. 

The  Committee,  obferving  that  ten  days  have  elapfed  without 
any  reply  being  made  to  their  moderate  requeft,  and  confidering 
that  fuch  time  was  fully  fufficient,  had  any  anfwer  been  intended, 
have  ordered  this  publication. 

Should  the  King's  Minifters  ever  find  it  neceflary  to  attend 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people,  the  Committee  will  expect  an 
anfwer.  When  that  ftiall  be  the  cafe,  they  pledge  themfelves 
to  make  it  public.  In  the  mean  time,  they  are  determined  not 
to  flacken,  but  to  continue  with  encreafed,  and  encreafing  vigi- 
lance, their  endeavours  to  obtain  juftice  for  their  country,  not 
doubting  but,  in  doing  this,  they  will  receive  the  firm  and  de- 
termined fupport  of  the  people. 

December  15th,  1792. 

No.  II. 

Letter  from  the  Conftitutional  Society  to  the  Editors  of  the  Patriot^ 
at  Sheffield.     No  date ,  or  addrefs.— Referred  to  in  page  90. 

Gentlemen, 
The  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information  have  been  favoured 
with  two  letters,  bearing  the  fignature  of  the  Editors  of  the 
Patriot.  The  firft  of  thefe  letters,  dated  June  1 1,  related  par- 
ticulars concerning  the  publication  called  the  Patriot,  accompa- 
nied by  fome  of  the  firft  numbers :  it  required  our  opinion, 
and  our  public  approbation  of  the  work,  with  hints  for  its 
continuance ;  it  likewife  narrated  feveral  interefting  particulars 
relative  to  the  friends  and  foes  of  liberty;  their  various  habits 
and  propenfities ;  and  added  conjectures  on  the  means  by 
which  thofe  habits  and  propenfities  might  be  turned  to  the 
advantage  of  freedom.  •  The  other,  dated  October  1 5,  confifted 
of  a  complaint  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  our  Society,  and  a 
further  ftatement  of  fads  fimilar  to  the  former  letter,  with  the 
acts  and  proceedings  of  a  Society  at  Stockport,  all  which  have 
been  read  by  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information;  and 
the  manly  fpirit  in  which  they  were  conceived,  imply  the  honeffc 
zeal,  by  which  there  appears  no  intention  of  difrefpect,  and  no 
wilful  mark  of  infult  that  occasioned  the  filence  of  this  fociety. 
We  were  required  to  perform  that  of  which  we  were  incapable, 
to  pafs  judgement  on  a  publication  which  none  of  us  had  read, 
and  to  correspond  with  perfons  in  the  dark ;  they  having  not 
thought  proper,  for  reafons  they  thought  prudent,  no  doubt,  to 
truft  us  with  their  names.  What  could  be  done  ?  We  ad- 
mired the  talents  of  our  correfpondents ;  but  we  are  fimple, 
honeft  men,  and  could  not  predicate  ill  or  good  of  that  which, 
not  having  read,   we  had  no  knowledge  of.      Several  weeks 
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pafTed  away,  and  ftill  we  knew  not  the  Editors  of  the  Patriot. 
Men  muft  individually  a£l  by  their  own  judgements ;  it  is  the 
very  efTence  of  freedom  that  they  mould  be  thus  left.  They 
will  read  that  book  firft  that  happens  raoft  to  attract  their  notice; 
and  you,  Gentlemen,  are  too  liberal,  too  juft,  and  too  manly, 
to  require  them  to  approve  what  they  have  not  read,  however 
deferring  they  might  fufpecl:  it  to  be :  the  approbation  of  the 
purport,  however,  of  your  undertaking— the  ardour  with  which 
it  is  conceived — the  perfeverance  with  which  it  is  purfued — 
the  Society  find  no  hefitation  in  approving  and  applauding  moffc 
zealoufly.  You  candidly  afk  the  Society  for  hints,  but  the  de- 
tail of  your  letter  convinces  us,  that  you  are  yourfelves  pro- 
ficients :  honeft  men,  however,  will  give  their  advice,  afked 
or  not  afked,  when  they  imagine,  by  advifmg,  they  can  do  any 
good. 

Perhaps,  Gentlemen,  you  may  have  remembered  a  publicat- 
ion by  the  late  father  of  his  country,  Dr.  Franklin,  called  Poor 
Robin's  Almanack,  wherein,  with  char  after  i  ft  ic  fimplicity  of 
ianguage,  he  defcended  to  the  feeling,  the  underftanding,  and 
the  wants  of  the  lower  order ;  and  in  proverbial  jocular  wifdom 
conveyed  truths  to  them  of  the  higheft  importance,  prepared  for 
the  fublime  efforts  to  which  they  were  foon  to  be  rouzed,  led 
them  onward  to  the  avenues  of  freedom,  while  their  fight  was 
not  able  to  enter  the  fplendour  of  the  temple  itfelf.  A  certain 
number  of  fuch  proverbial  axioms,  which  many  of  your  inge- 
nious friends  could  eafily  collect,  and  arrange  at  the  beginning- 
or  end  of  your  publications,  and  appealing  to  the  affections  of 
the  people,  of  which  you  appear  to  be  perfectly  mafters,  could 
not  fail  of  producing  that  effect.  We  rejoice  in  the  encreafe  of 
the  friends  of  freedom ;  our  bofoms  glow  with  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  ;  we  are  brothers  in  affection  with  you,  and  with  the 
freemen  of  Stockport.  Freedom,  though  an  infant,  makes 
Herculean  efforts:  the  vipers,  ariftocracy  and  monarchy,  are 
panting  and  writhing  under  its  grafp.  May  fuccefs,  peace,  and 
happinefs,  attend  thofe  efforts  !  Permit  us  to  add,  that  the  So- 
ciety for  Conftitutional  Information  will  gladly  receive  or. com- 
municate intelligence ;  fhall  be  happy  to  correfpond  with  your 
focieties  or  individuals  that  make  the  great  and  common  caufe 
of  an  equal  and  real  reprefentation  in  the  Parliament,  and  the 
other  great  objects  of  freedom,  their  end.  Information  on  fuch 
fubjecb  will,  to  this  Society,  at  all  times  be  peculiarly  accep- 
table and  gratifying. 
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No.  III. 

'A  Letter,  dated  Sheffield,  May  14,  1792,  figned  Samuel  AJhton% 
Secretary ;  addre/Jed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Honourable  So- 
ciety, entitled  The  Friends  of  the  People  in  London. — Referred 
to  in  p.  267. 

Committee  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Information  at 
Sheffield,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Honourable  Society, 
entitled  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  London. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  infinite  pleafure  we  have  read  and  confidered  your 
addrefs  and  declaration  from  your  general  meeting  on  the  26th  of 
April  laft.  The  principles  therein  fet  forth  by  fo  large  a  body  of 
the  moft  refpectable  and  worthy  characters,  are  a  fufficient  tefti- 
mony  and  confirmation  to  us,  that  fo  honourable  a  fociety,  by 
iignalizing  themfflves  in  fupport  of  the  laudable  and  general 
caufe  of  the  community,  will  render  themfelves  moft  truly  wor- 
thy of  that  high  and  benevolent  appellation  by  which  they  are 
already  known  to  us —  The  Friends  of  the  People. 

Your  fentiments,  your  motives,  and  your  plan  of  obtaining  a 
reform  of  the  abufes  of  government,  are  perfectly  in  unifon  with 
our  ideas.  It  is  our  bufinefs  (to  which  we  have  always  confined 
our  endeavours)  to  inftruct  the  people  in  a  temperate  and  peace- 
able manner  in  the  necefiity  of  fuch  a  reform  as  you  point  out, 
but  have  never  yet  attempted  to  adopt  or  point  out  any  particular 
mode  of  obtaining  it  further  than  you  will  obferve  by  the  in- 
clofed,  believing  that  in  due  time  men  of  more  refpectable  cha- 
racters and  greater  abilities  would  ftep  forward.  To  fuch  we 
have  always  had  an  eye,  and  upon  fuch  we  have  ever  meant  to 
rely  for  our  government,  and  the  adoption  of  the  moft  eligible 
plan  of  a  more  free  and  equal  reprefentation  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  the  removal  of  the  great  abufes  and  impofitions, 
by  meafures  altogether  inadequate  to  the  interefts  and  welfare  of 
the  nation  in  general,  and  to  the  mechanical  and  laborious  part 
of  the  community  in  particular. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  the  higheft  degree  of  fatisfaction  that  we 
behold  fuch  a  refpedtable  body  ftepping  forward,  in  fo  laudable, 
fo  juft,  and  fo  good  a  caufe.  You  have  our  warmeft  wifhes,  fin- 
cereft  thanks,  and  allured  endeavours  of  fupport  in  it,  to  the  befi: 
of  our  abilities,  in  a  rational  and  peaceable  way.  It  is  our  duty, 
and  it  will  ever  claim  our  attention,  ftrictly  to  adhere  to,  to  main- 
tain, and  be  governed  by  the  principles  laid  down  in  your  decla- 
ration :  notwithstanding  the  grofs  and  fallacious  infinuations  of 
the  enemies  of  juftice  and  equity,  we  are  auured  that  no  honeft 
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man,  being  acquainted  with  our  principles,  ivould  have  attempted 
to  declare  in  the  Houfe  that  the  defign  ot  thefe  afTociations  is 
completely  to  overturn  the  conftitution.  And  we  are  forry  that 
Mr.  Baker  was  under  the  difagreeable  neceflity  of  explaining  in 
anfwer  to  fuch  grofs  afTertions,  without  having  it  in  his  power  to 
fpeak  with  precifion  to  the  principles  and  defign  of  this  and  the 
fimilar  focieties,  and  to  have  united  them  with  yours  in  his  ex- 
planation. For  this,  and  fimilar  reafons,  we  are  induced  to  take 
the  liberty  of  .troubling  you  with  the  above  and  following  (ketch. 
Our  members  are  now  about  240c,  yet  we  have  the  fatisfac- 
tion  with  truth  to  affirm,  that  not  the  lead:  diforder  or  confufioa 
hath  made  its  appearance  amongft  us — all  is  unanimity,  peace, 
and  concord.  As  our  members  encreafe,  the  number  of  meeting- 
places  are  encreafed  in  proportion,  fo  as  not  to  exceed  at  moft 
thirty  members  at  one  place.  All  the  circular  meetings  are 
held  once  a  fortnight  on  the  fame  evening.  Our  general  meet- 
in  »•  is  held  once  a  month,  at  three  different  houfes  on  the  fame 
day,  generally  very  crouded,  yet  good  order  and  regularity  are 
ftrictly  attended  to ;  and  we  doubt  not  but  what  has  been  fug- 
geired  to  be  impoiTible,  will  be  fully  mamfefled  to  be  not  only 
practicable,  but  eafy  to  accomplish,  viz.  to  introduce  ufeful  know- 
ledge, good  order,  and  regularity  into  the  minds  and  morals  of 
thecommon  or  lower  orders  of  people. 

We  are  perfectly  Satisfied  of  the  integrity  and  abilities  of  thofe 
refpectable  characters  who  conrtitute  the  bociety  of  the  Friends 
of  the  People,  but  if  we  may  prefume  to  lay  before  them  fome 
thoughts  we  have  had  reflecting  what  method  would  be  the  heft 
to  adopt  for  obtaining  the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation,  before  the 
propofed  motion  in  "the  next  feffion  of  Parliament  takes  place, 
we  be*1-  leave,  with  great  deference  to  that  honourable  fociety,  to 
fubmit  the  following  to  their  fuperior  judgement.  We  believe 
the  moft  likely  and  effectual  plan  will  be  to  eftablifh  a  Conven- 
tion in  London,  by  deputies  from  each  county  or  diftrict,  by 
which  means  the  fentiments  of  the  nation  may  be  obtained  with- 
out anv  confulion  or  diforder. 

Looking  up  to  the  Friends  of  the  People  as  our  leaders  and 
directors  in  this  great  and  neceiTary  bufinefs,  we  mail  be  happy 
and  efteem  it  a  great  favour  to  receive  any  communication  which, 
they  may  vouchsafe  to  favour  us  with. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  efteem, 

Yours  very  refpectfully. 


Letter 
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tetter y  dated  No.  52,  Frith  Street,  London,  May  24,  1792, 
figncd  C.  Grey,  Chairman  \  addrejfed  to  Samuel  Ajh'ton,  Efq. 
Secretary  to  the  Society  for  Conjlitutional  Information  in  Shef- 
field, in  anfwer  to  the  foregoing. 

The  Committee  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
afTociated  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  Parliamentary 
Reform,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Society  for  Conftitu- 
tional  Information  in  Sheffield. 

Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  14th  inftant,  and  to  return  you  our  thanks  for  a  confidence 
which  we  truft  our  future  conduct  will  merit  from  our  country. 

We  have  received  fincere  pleafure,  not  only  from  the  firm 
and  virtuous  tone  in  which  you  have  fpoken  your  principles,  but 
from  the  wife  and  temperate  manner  in  which  you  have  limited 
their  application  to  practice.     We  rejoice,  **  that  our  fentiments, 
our  motives,  and  our  plans  of  reform  are  perfectly  in  unifon 
with  your  ideas  •"  becaufe,  we  believe  that  a  conduit  in  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  correfponding  to  fuch  "  fentiments,'* 
will  equally  confound  the  two  oppofite  clafTes  of  enemies  to  the 
public  weal,    that  it  will  defeat  the  hopes  of  thofe  who  would 
dupe  the  people  into  tumult,  and  that  it  will  filence  the  flanders 
of  thofe  advocates  of  corruption  who  have  laboured  to  render 
the  caufe  of  liberty  odious  and  terrible  to  ail  good  citizens,  by 
confounding  it  with  principles  of   anarchy,    and  bv  loading  it 
with  the  obloquy  of  provoking  civil  commotion,  and  of  endan- 
gering the  deftruition  of  a  conftitution  juftiy  renowned  for  the 
freedom  and  happinefs  which  it  has  fo  long  beftowed.     You  are 
pleafed  to  fay,  that  "  you  look  up  to  the  Friends  of  the  People 
as  your  leaders  and  directors  in  this  great  bufinefs."— -Autho- 
rized as  we  feel  ourfelves  by  this  proffered  guidance,    and  by 
that  harmony  of  fentiment,  which  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter 
we  muff  fuppofe  to  exifl   between  you  and  ourfelves,    permit 
us  to  lay  before  you  fome  ideas  which  are  dictated  by  zeal  for  our 
common  caufe.     The  caufe  of  Liberty  can  never  be  endangered 
by  the  affault  of  its  enemies,   but  may  fometjmes  be  expofed 
by  the  indifcretion  of  its  friends.     Its  principles  are  founded  on 
impregnable  reafon,    and  its  enemies  are  therefore  too  dexte- 
rous directly  to  attack  them.     It  is  not  againft  the  reaibnings  of 
the  champions  of  corruption,    {for  they  have  produced  none,) 
but  it  is  againft  their  craft  and  their  mifreprefentation,  that  we 
have  found  it  neceflary  to  defend  ourfelves  by  the  warinefs  of 
our  language  and  our  conduct,     A  fimjlar  warinefs,  as   far  as 
the  authority  of  our  opinion  can  extend,  we  muft  counfel  all 
,  focieties  affociated  9a  fiaiilar  principles,  for  :he  accQmp,h.ihment 
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of  the  fame  obje&,  to  obferve.  Accufed  as  they  are  In  com- 
mon with  ourfelves,  of  meditating  one  obje£t,  and  holdin* 
forth  another — of  feducing  the  people,  by  a  meafure  fo  fpecious 
and  falutary  as  parliamentary  reform,  into  other  meafures  of 
defperate  tendency,  and  undefmable  extent,  we  can  only  advife 
them  to  follow  our  example  in  honefty,  and  folemnly  declaring, 
that  "  they  make  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitution,  on  its 
true  principles,  the  foundation  of  all  their  proceedings,"  and  the 
meafure  of  all  their  reforms.  Language  thus  explicit  will  ef- 
fectually combat  mifreprefentation  to  which,  perhaps,  ardent 
indifcretion  may  have  fometimes  furnifhed  pretexts.  An  early 
declaration  of  thefe  opinions,  which  we  fincerely  believe  you 
to  entertain,  will  conciliate  many  to  the  caufe  of  a  reform, 
who  are  now  held  in  honeft  neutrality  by  their  fears*  The 
friends  of  order,  after  fuch  a  declaration,  juftified  by  confident 
conduct,  will  be  no  longer  driven  to  feek  refuge  from  anarchy  in 
the  bofom  of  corruption.  The  interefted  fupporters  of  the  pre- 
fent  abufes  will  thus  be  difarmed,  for  it  is  only  by  confounding 
reform  with  commotion,  and  corruption  with  the  Britifh  confti- 
tution, that  they  are  enabled  to  prolong  and  to  defend  their 
ufurpations.  All  our  language,  as  you  will  perceive  from  the 
proceedings  which  we  tranfmit  to  you,  has  been  cautious,  be- 
caufe  all  our,  views  are  moderate.  We  are  perfuaded  that  you 
have  a  fimilar  moderation  of  views,  and  we  earneftly  exhort  you 
to  a  fimilar  caution  in  language. 

It  is  only,  indeed,  with  focieties  who  exprefs  the  fame  mo- 
deration of  principles,  and  adopt  the  fame  warinefs  of  language, 
that  this  fociety  can  entertain  any  correfpondence,  or  promife 
any  co-operation.  We  have  publicly  difclaimed  what  we  con- 
demn, as  well  as  avowed  our  real  object;  and  on  an  occafion 
unfought  for  by  us,  in  conformity  with  this  principle,  we  have 
been  compelled  to  decline  all  intercourfe  with  the  Society  for 
Constitutional  .Information  in  London  ;  for  though  we  neither 
wilh  to  attack,  nor  pretend  to  dictate,  we  are  certainly  entitled 
to  decline  all  intercourfe  with  men  whofe  views  and  principles 
appear  to  us  irreconcileable  with  ours. 

On  the  particular  meafure  which  you  fugged  for  collecting  the 
Opinion  of  the  people,  on  the  fubject  of  reform,  we  do  not  feel 
ourfelves  yet  prepared  to  decide.  In  a  more  advanced  ftage  of 
the  bufinefs,  it  may  become  very  fit  matter  for  deliberation. 

Permit  us,  Sir,  to  conclude,  with  congratulating  you,  and 
congratulating  our  country,  on  the  admirable  principles  which 
your  letter  contains,  and  on  the  intrepid  moderation  which  it  en- 
titles us  to  expect  from  you.  You  will  deprive  our  enemies  of 
every  pretext  for  counterfeiting  alarms  which  they  do  not  feel, 
and  of  every  opportunity  to  defeat  our  meafures  by  calumniating 
our  intentions.  , 

Iu  the  naaie;  sad  by  the  order  of  the  Committee. 

No, 
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No.  IV. 

* 
A  Letter  of  Thrifihy  dMreJfed  by  the  London  Corrtfhondlng  Society 
to  Philip  Francis,  Efq.  M.  P.  for  his  able  Speech  in  Parliament 
on  the  loth  of  April,   I793>  upon  the  Stockbridge  Eleclion  Bill, 
together  ivith  his  anftver,— -Referred  to  in  p.  355. 

Sir, 

The  Committee  of  Delegates  of  the  London  Correfponding 
Society,  having  perufed  with  confiderable  pleafure  your  truly  pa- 
triotic ipeech  of  the  ioth-inftant,  in  favour  of  a  radical  reform 
in.  the  reprefentation  of  the  people,  think  it  incumbent  on  them 
as  friends  to  reform,  on  that  broad  bafis  for  which  you  have  fo 
ably  contended,  to  return  you  their  fincereft  thanks,  and  to  ex- 
press their  obligations  for  your  fupport  of  a  caufe  to  which  their 
every  exertion  has  long  been  devoted.  United  as  we  are  upon 
the  firmed  and  moft  patriotic  principles,  and  with  the  pureft  of 
all  poiFible  intentions,  the  good  of  our  country,  it  gives  us  the 
moil  heartfelt  fatisfacTion  to  fee  that  thofe  principles  and  thofe 
intentions  are  not  confined  to  ourfelves,  but  that  there  yet  ex- 
ills  is  the  Britifh  Senate  a  Patriot  who  dares  fpeak  truth  in- the 
caufe  of  his  country,  and  plead  for  the  people  in  the  face  of 
corruption. 

Too  long  has  the  caufe  of  the  people  languifhed.  Influence, 
intereft,  or  prejudice  have  precluded  knowledge  from  the  fenate; 
or,  if  not  precluded,  nearly  overpowered.  The  people  have  feeii 
with  forrow  their  happinefs  difregarded,  and  their  rights  unde- 
fended ;  the  oppofition  of  political  warfare  has  been  the  effecl: 
of  party,  and  the  exertion  of  ability  had  intereft  for  its  fti- 
irr.'lus, 

Rouzed  from  the  torpor,  the  nation  has  at^aft  begun  to  think 
for  itfeifj  fyftems  of  communication  have  been  formed,  and  me- 
diums deviled  to  collect  the  public  voice — mediums  independent 
of  influence  or  corruption.  Such  is  ourfociety;  and  from  that 
fociety  you,  Sir,  are  requefted  to  accept  the  thanks  of  an  obliged 
body  of  men,  which  knows  equally  how  to  value  its  rights.,  and 
cfteem  the  fupporters  of  them. 

We  have  but  to  wifh,  that  from  exertions  fo  able,  fo  difinte- 
refled  as  yours,  the  caufe  of  the  people  may  be  impartially  de- 
bated" in  Parliament;  and  we  truft,  when  that  is  the  cafe,  the 
.diftinction  of  party  will  ceafe,  and  a  parliamentary  reform  take 
place  upon  the  general  ground  of  equal  right. 

Should  our  hopes,  in  this  refpecl,  prove  abortive,  it  is  impof- 

fible  to  fay  where  may  end  that  fpirit  of  enquiry  which  is  gone 

forth  among  a  people  \yfao  have  not  forgot  that  they  are  entitled 
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to  freedom,  and  who  cannot  tamely  fee  themfelves  plundered  of 
their  rights. 

We  are,  Sir,  with  fmcere  refpe£t, 

Your  highly  obliged  and  very  humble  fervants, 
For  the  Committee  of 

The  London  Correfponding  Society, 

M.  Margarot,  Chairman, 
April  21,  1793.  Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary. 


Philip  Francis,  Efq. 
St.  James's  Square. 


The  anfwef* 
St.  James's  Square,  April  22,  1793. 


Gentlemen, 

I  received  with  great  pleafure  the  favour  of  your  letter,  and 
acknowledge  it  with  many  thanks,  which  I  beg  you  will  express 
for  me  to  the  Committee  of  Delegates  of  your  fociety,  and  to 
the  fociety  at  large. 

With  refpecl:  to  a  parliamentary  reform,  the  utmoir.  that  can  be 
done  by  a  few  individuals  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  all  that 
can  be  expected  from  them,  is  to  take  every  favourable  occafion 
to  agitate  the  queftion,  and  to  bring  the  fubjecl:  as  often  as  they 
can  into  public  view  and  difcumon. 

If  the  people  of  this  country  in  general  were  as  hearty  and 
diligent  as  your  fociety  in  iupporting  the  meafure  by  declarations 
and  petitions,  I  fhould  have  little  doubt  of  its  fuccefs.  With- 
out that  fupport,  fuccefs  is  impoffible.  On  my  part  you  may  be 
i'ure,  that  every  thing  in  my  power  fhall  be  done  to  obtain  it. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  molt  obedient  humble  fervant, 

P.  FRANCE 
To  the  Chairman  and   Secretary  of 

the  Committee  of  Delegates  of  the 

.London  Correfponding  Society. 
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NEW  PUBLICATIONS, 
Printed  for  J.  S.  JORDAN.  No.  166,  Fleet  Street. 


STATE  PAPERS,  AND  STATE  OF  EUROPE, 

FOR    THE    YEAR    I  J  94. 
This  Day  was  publifhed,  Price  js.  6d.  in  Boards, 
TEe  Eighth  Volumej  whicli  completes,  the  laft  Year,  and  includes  the 
fulleit  and  moil   authentic.  Accounts  of"  thole  two  great  Events,  the 
CONQUESTS  of  HOLLAND  and  POLAND*  of 

THE  POLITICAL  STATE  OF  EUROPE: 

Containing  all  the.  State  Papers  iliiied  by  tiic  different  Courts,  or  any 
ot  their  Miniiters  5  particularly  thole  of  England,  Vienna,  and  the 
Empire;  with  the  whole  Proceedings  of  the  late  Diet  of  Pruflia,  Ruflia, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  the  States  ot  Holland,  Spain,  Sardinia,  &c.  &c.  a 
great  Part  or  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  Englifh  Publication 
whatever. 

It  has  been  the  peculiar  Character  of  this  Work,  from  its  Coith 
mencemeht  in  1^91  to  the  prefent  Tithe,  that  there  has  been  regularly 
and  conftantly  printed  in  it  all  the  Declarations,  Manifestoes,  Memo- 
ries, Edicts,  Treaties,  Conventions,  and  State  Papers  of  every  Kind, 
limed  by  the  belligerent  and  neutral  Powers.  All  the  authentic  Ac- 
counts of  the  Operations  ot  the  War,  from  the  London  and  other  Ga- 
zettes of  the  Allies,  and  from  the  Proceedings  of  the  National  Con- 
vention of  Frap.ce. 

The  POLITICAL  STATE  OF  EUROPE  is,  therefore,  the  moft 
complete  and  moil  faithful  Hiftory  of  the  prefent  Times,  and  it  may  be 
added,  the  molt  impartial,  becaufe  every  Reader  is  hereby  perfectly- 
enabled  to  judge  for  himiclf,  from  the  Circumftanee  of  having  the  Ac- 
counts of  botli  Sides  conftantly  laid  before  them. 

The  Work  may  be  had  in  complete  Sets  in  Light  Volumes,  Pries 
Three  Pounds  in  Boards,  or  Three.  Guineas  half  bound. 

*#*  Gentlemen,  Merchants,  and  others,  who  are  in  the  Habit  of  fend- 
ing new  Books  to  their  Friends  and  Correipondents  in  the  Country,  or 
Abroad,  will  find  this  Work  to  contain  a  more  full  and  accurate  State- 
ment of  the  Affairs  of  Europe,  at  this  in teretiing  Moment,  than  any 
other  publication  whatever.  It  is  the  only  Work  now  printing  that  is 
entirely  devoted  to  the  Plan  oi'  a  Repofitory  of  Public  Events. 

The  Proceedings  at  Large  on  the  important  TRIAL  of  JOHN 
HORNE  TOOKE,  Efq.  including  the  Speeches  verbatim  of  the 
Counfelj  the  Colloquies  with  the  Court  j  the  Evidence  at  full  Length  ; 
all  the  Papers  which  were  read;  the  Judges'  Charge  :  and  every  other 
attendant  Circumftanee,  Taken  in  Short  Hand,  with  Attention,  by 
J.  H.  Blanchard,  and  fince  carefully  collated  with  die  original  Notes 
and  other  Documents.  In  Two  Volumes.  Price  Fourteen  Shillings  in 
Boards. 

*V*  The  Public  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  this  Is  the  only  gemtinc 
JLitiiionof  the  Trial  of  J.  H.  Tooke,  E(c{.  that  has  been  publiihed. 

The  GENUINE  SPEECHES  at  FULL  LENGTH  of  the  Honourable 
THOMAS  ERSKINE  and  VICARY  GIBBS,  Efq.  ^De^nce  of 

T.Hardy  and  J.  H.  Tooke  :  Tried  by  Special  Commiflion,  on  a 
Charge  of  High  Treaibn.     Price  js. 


NEW  PUBLICATIONS,  PRINTED  FOR  J.  S.  JORDAN, 

THE  COMPLETE  HISTORY  OF  FRANCE: 

From  the  moft  early  Accounts,  to  the  Death  of  Louis  XVI.  The  an- 
cient Part  by  William  Beckford,  Efq.  Author  of  a  ciefcriptive  Account, 
of  Jamaica.  The  modern  Part  by  an  Engliih  Gentleman,  who  has  been 
fome  Time  refident  in  Paris.  Ornamented  with  a  Variety  of  Hifto- 
rical  Engravings,  from  Original  Deligns.  In  Four  Volumes,  Price  One 
Pound  Four  Shillings  in  Boards.  - 

*%.*  The  Hiftory  of  France  is,  at  this  Time,  peculiarly  interefting  to 
every  Englifhman  who  is  not  previoufly  acquainted  with  it.  The  Rife  and 
Progreis  of  the  Revolution,  and  prefent  State  of  that  Country,  are  dis- 
tinctly marked,  and  thereby  afford  a  moft  ftriking  Example  to  other 
Nations,  as  well  to  the  Governors  as  to  the  Governed.  No  Fliftory  can 
at  the  prefent  Moment  fo  nearly  concern  us;  and  therefore  it  has  been  a 
principal  Object  with  the  Editors  to  accommodate  the  Public  with  this 
new  and  complete  Edition  on  the  moft  reafonable  Terms. 

This  Work  being  now  completed,  may  be  had  in  Numbers  or  Volumes, 
one  or  more  at  a  Time,  to  fuit  the  Convenience  of  Piuchafers. 

JORDAN'S  PARLIAMENTARY  JOURNAL, 

FOR    THE    YEAR    1795  : 

Being  an  Accurate  and  Impartial  HISTORY  of  the  DEBATES  and 
PROCEEDINGS  of  BOTH  HOUSES  OF  PARLIAMENT :  in- 
cluding all  Motions,  Queftions,  Examinations,  Reiolufions,  Divifions, 
Protefts,  Sec.  and  Papers  of  every  Kind.  la  Two  Volumes.  Price 
Thirteen  Shillings  in  Boards. 

This  Work  commenced  with  the  Scffion  of  the  Year  1792,  and  has 
been  continued  from  that.  Period  to  the  prefent  ;  confequeritly,  it  con- 
tains all  the  Debates  and  State  Papers  explaining  the  Origin,  and  Elu- 
cidating the  Progreis  of  the  prefent  War,  and  of  every  Meafure  con- 
nected with  it. 

The  very  favourable  Manner  in  which  the  Work  has  been  received 
bv  the  Public  during  the  two  htft  Scffions,  and  the  univerfal  Teftimony 
of  its  impartiality,  -are  Circinnftances  fo  flattering, -that  the  Publication 
of  the  Debates  and  Proceedings  of  Parliament  in  the  prefent  Seffion  is 
undertaken  without  Hesitation,  in  a  Confidence  that  while  the  fame  Can- 
dour and  Juftice  guide  the  Execution  of  the  \Vrork,  the  fame  Encou- 
ragement and  Patronage  of  the  Public  will  continue  to  be  experienced. 

In  the.  prefent  Moment  the  Attention  of  all  Europe  and  America  is 
di  cfted  to  the  Debates  and  Proceedings  of  the  Britifh  Parliament.  A 
correct  and  an  early  Knowledge  of  tliele  Debates  and  Proceedings  is, 
therefore,  at  this  Period,  more  peculiarly  important  than  at  any  former- 
Time  whatever.  To  fumifh  this  Information  from  the  bell  Sources  and 
Authorities,  is  the  continued  Defign  of  tins  Publication.  And  in  order 
that  it  maybe  communicated  in  as  quick  a  Succeilion  as  a  proper  Regard 
to  Accuracy  will  permit,  we  fhall  publiih  the  Parliamentary  Journal 
weekly  5  and  when  an  extraordinary  Incrcafe  of  interefting  Matter  may 
happen,  we  mall  alfo  occasionally  publiih  a  Number  in  the  Middle  of 
the  Week  :  the  Whole  at  the  eafy  Price  of  Sixpence  each  Number,  that, 
the  Purchafe  may  be  within  the  Ability  of  aliwoft  every  Individual. 

•**■*  The  Journal  of  the  Two  lall  Scffions  may  be  had  in  Six  Volumes* 
Price  T)ne  Pound  Eighteen  Shillings  in  Boards,  or  Two  Guineas  half 
bound  and  lettered,  or  any  Jingle  Number  to  complete  Sets. 
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